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Funds sought for African refugees 

Help for Cambodia, opposition to Khmer Rouge urged 
Global changes challenge World Council of Churches 
Bishop criticises animal slaughtering 
Canada: vote on baptism, membership 

Paraguay: bishops call for democratization 

Haiti: church said '‘torn' 

Chile: church changes worrying base communities 


Nordic role in saving Jews reviewed 

Nicaraguan Baptists in appeal 

United Church of Canada restates abortion policy 
Church worker accuses US officials in Salvador 
Church group fights Halloween mask 

Indian Methodists to resume bishop voting 

5000 expected for debut of bishops' letter 
Methodist bishops call fast on drug abuse 


Christian radio studio to be set up in USSR 
Lithuania approves religion guarantees 

Russian Orthodox statistics show increases 

Soviet tv broadcasts talk by metropolitan 
Hungary: religious reps in culture ministry 
Hungary: RC bishops dissolve Opus Pacis 

Uganda: Presbyterians end ties with Pentecostals 
Italy: Baptists confer on ecumenism, Catholicism 
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Ukraine: Russian Orthodox archbishop removed 
Malaysia: Christian festival 

San Francisco voters reject partnership law 
Gorbachev on religion: attitude changing 
Proposed ecumenical news network discussed 
Cassidy succeeds Willebrands at Vatican 
Ecumenical Patriarchate dedicates new buildings 
World Reformed letter to Korean prisoner 


Orthodox meet on WCC Assembly theme 
Interchurch aid commission meets 

France: Pentecostals warn on 'new age' 
France: church support for secular society 
New Zealand Presbyterians mark 150 years 
North Koreans invited to South Korean Assembly 
Ecumenical Koreans on Singapore air boycott 
Koreans protest Unification church 


Vatican warns on some meditation techniques 

RC bishops skip French Revolution ceremony 
Swissair makes Bibles available 

USSR: global forum on environment & development 
Church seen as leading DDR ‘moral authority' 
Lutherans, Orthodox: ‘remarkable convergence’ 
Brazil: bishops support base communities 


PEOPLETALK: ‘Ecumenical Beings and Doings' 


ECUVIEWS: ‘Iranian Religious Minorities After Khomeini’ 
‘Church & Change in DDR' 
"Ecumenical Visitors Look at the Swiss Church’ 
‘Hope in South Africa?' 
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Ecumenical Press Service: Year 57 / Issue 01 
SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a number code. For example, item 90.01.72 is the 72nd 
item appearing in January 1990. Ask and EPS will fax headlines to you at 
our expense. You can then ask (and pay) for faxing full texts of items. EPS 
annual subscription rates are 26.50 UK, 43.50 USA, 52.50 CDN, 55 AUS, 69.50 
NZ, 69.50 CH, 85 BRD, 95 NL, 275 FF, 275 SK, or 275 Indian. 


Information about accreditation for journalists for the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (5-12 March, Seoul) and/or for 
the annual meeting of the WCC Central Committee (24-31 March, Geneva) is 
available from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


EPS is now printed on more environmentally-—friendly paper. If.you need to 
keep your EPS for more than 30 or 40 years, you can ask for it on standard 
white paper. Contact Désirée De Rycke at the EPS office for information. 


Available from WCC/F&0 (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is.a report from a 
consultation last June, ‘Ecumenical Reflections on the Holy Spirit in 
Creation, Church, and History’. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 is a situation report 
#3 (12 December) on Mozambican refugees. in Tanzania. == Available from 
WCC/CCIA is a report on a consultation on militarism and disarmament last 
October in Geneva == The new issue of CCPD for a Change (#2, 1989), featuring 
material on women and economic justice, is available from WCC/CCPD == New 
from WCC Publications is Christian Communication Reconsidered by John Bluck 
(for 9.90 Swiss francs, 6.50 US dollars, or 3.95 UK pounds) == The new issue 
of Contact (#112), available from WCC/CMC, has as its theme ‘Our Land is Our 
Life and Our Health'. The address in all cases is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The final report and other material from a meeting on the human-rights 
situation in Latin America and the Caribbean held in Quito (Ecuador) last 
October is available from WCC/HRROLA, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. The 
material exists in Spanish, French and English. The meeting was co-sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches, Latin American Council of Churches, and 
Caribbean Conference of Churches. It was attended by representatives of 40 
ecumenical human-rights agencies in 22 countries in the two regions. 


Available from WCC/CWME (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is a report on the 
consultation on ‘the mission of the church in the socialist countries of 
Europe' last October in Tahi (Hungary) [EPS 89.10.72]. . Also available: are 
reflections by one of the participants. 


Available from the [Persian] Gulf Churches’ Study Centre (Box 10838, Manama, 
Bahrain) is 'The Pearl and the Snake’, a 4500-word lecture on relationships 
between the biblical creation accounts. and other. texts from the third 
millennium before Christ. The author is John Parkinson, outgoing chairman of 


the GCSC general council. He delivered the lecture at the council meeting in 
November. 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.01 ::: FUNDS SOUGHT FOR AFRICAN REFUGEES 


There are about six million refugees in Africa - roughly half of all refugees 
in the world. And besides those officially classified as refugees (because 
they have left their countries), there are another 10 million ‘internally 
displaced' people in Africa - effectively refugees in their own country. 


Besides the increase in the numbers of refugees - there has been a one-third 
increase in Africa in the last two years - A 40-million-US-dollar budget 
deficit in the office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees has meant 
cut—backs in UNHCR support for refugees around the world, including Africa. 


Since the mid-1970s, church-related refugee programmes for Africa have agreed 
to try to channel 2.5 million US dollars each year through the Geneva-—based 
World Council of Churches and the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of 
Churches. 


But, in light of the increase in the number of refugees and the UNHCR 
reductions, church representatives meeting last March in Kinshasa (Zaire) 
proposed to raise the ecumenical amount from 2.5 million to 3.4 million. 


But that has proved impossible. So, as part of an effort to raise more funds, 
AACC General Secretary José Chipenda and AACC Refugee Services Coordinator 
Andrew Kishindo visited the United States last October. Trips to the Nordic 
countries and Japan are projected for 1990. 


In their talks with US church representatives, the two noted that the African 
refugee problem is getting bigger, not smaller, notably in connection with 
conflict in southern Africa and the Horn of Africa. 


They also spoke of the violations of human rights of African refugees, and the 
deterioration of their living conditions, in part because of the difficult 
socio-economic situations in many of the host countries. 


In Africa, the largest numbers of refugees come from the Horn of Africa and 
neighbouring Sudan, as well as Mozambique and Rwanda. .The Horn and 
neighbouring Sudan also host the largest numbers of refugees. Next come 
Malawi and Burundi. 


The biggest church-related refugee programme is in Sudan. WCC Refugee Service 
Coordinator Melaku Kifle describes it as a holistic ecumenical effort to deal 
with many aspects of the ongoing social and political crisis in Sudan. 


Kifle also notes that whereas in the 1960s and 1970s, African countries were 
often able to respond in kind, if not in cash, in terms of caring for 
refugees, now, with the economic and other difficulties of more recent years, 
they are hardly able to do that. 


As African needs have increased, Kifle observes, ‘compassion fatigue' has 
affected the international community, in terms of help for refugees. 


While it is imperative to continue to provide relief. for refugees, he says, it 
is also vital for the church in Africa and other parts of the world to help 
deal with root causes of the refugee crisis in Africa. 


Kifle also says it is important for the future of the continent to avoid a 
brain drain. Thus, refugees should be encouraged to stay in Africa pending 
the time they can return to their own countries and contribute to nation 
building. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.02 ::: HELP FOR CAMBODIA, OPPOSITION TO KHMER ROUGE URGED 


Church-sponsored humanitarian programmes should continue, and governments 
should be invited to increase their support for them. Also, the church should 
urge governments to withdraw support for the Khmer Rouge, the largest faction 
in the coalition seeking to replace the current Cambodian government, led by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen. 


Those are the lessons for the church drawn by Ninan Koshy, international 
affairs director of the World Council of Churches, in the wake of the recent 
UN General Assembly vote on Cambodia. 


The current Cambodian government was installed in 1979 after the Vietnamese- 
led overthrow of the Khmer Rouge, during whose four-year rule, a million or 
more people (in a population of eight million) died of hunger, forced labour, 
or deliberate government murder. . 


The new assembly resolution is basically the same as one approved in 1988. It 
calls for an interim government to be formed under the leadership of Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk. (In the vote this year, 12 countries abstained and 17 were 
against. The total UN membership is about 160.) 


Koshy observes that the resolution does not take into account the implications 
of the withdrawal of Vietnamese forces, which was completed last September. 
During the last decade, he notes, that has been among the main international 
demands in terms of Cambodia. 


In the 1988 resolution, there was indirect language about the Khmer Rouge, 
with the text rejecting any return to the condemned policies and practices of 
the recent past. 


In terms of particular WCC concerns, Koshy notes that in the past decade, 
humanitarian assistance to the Cambodian people has been channelled mainly 
through non-governmental organizations. 


He also notes that recent changes in traditional Maxist-Leninist ideology, and 
in socio-economic policies of the Cambodian government, coupled with the 
Vietnamese withdrawal, have increased the legitimacy of the Cambodian 
government. 


But, he warns, ‘strengthening the Khmer Rouge can considerably disrupt the - 
humanitarian work being done now in Cambodia. It can only delay a 
comprehensive political settlement. What the churches can do is continue to 
support humanitarian programmes, and invite more governments to undertake more 
humanitarian assistance, as some Western governments now appear to be doing. 


'They should also approach their governments with a view to taking steps to 
withdraw their support to the Khmer Rouge', he adds, ‘and to work for a 
comprehensive political settlement that will have the widest support of the 
people of Cambodia and will ensure that the Khmer Rouge is not returned to 
power.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.03 ::: GLOBAL CHANGES CHALLENGE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Challenges related to recent major changes in the world, shifts in the nature 
of national and international conflicts, and emerging new political agendas 
were on the minds of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
of the World Council of Churches as it met in Geneva last month. 


CCIA Director Ninan Koshy called for a theological examination of the nature 
of the changes now taking place, especially in Marxist-led states. He said 
several assumptions under which the church has operated in terms of these 
States are now outmoded. He said it is still too early to forecast whether 
the changes in Eastern Europe will usher in a new socialism or evolve into 
some new social and political model shaped by 'techno-capitalism'. 


Improvements in the general human-rights situation in those countries is 
opening up new aspects of Christian-Marxist dialogue, he said. He also 
referred to new understandings in such societies of the role and meaning of 
religion itself, plus major changes in church-state relations as well. 


The crisis in Marxist-led societies has put ideological debate on a new plane, 
Koshy said, adding that 'there is a search for new socio-political models, a 
search in which the churches will have to play a role'. He also referred to a 
‘new stage' in many Third World conflicts, which, coupled with changing 
superpower policies towards the Third World, will have ‘serious consequences'. 


Koshy said living in pluralist societies is one of the greatest challenges for 
the future. ‘Ethnic struggles and religious renaissance complicate political 
relations nationally and internationally', he remarked. 


How North-South relationships will be affected as East-West relationships 
improve was considered by CCIA Moderator Theo van Boven in his report. He 
said one consequence is increased confidence in the potential of the United 
Nations. 


Van Boven said understandings of '‘'survival' and 'democracy' should be among 
main subjects of future CCIA work. He pointed to a lack of democratic control 
and procedure in states which call themselves 'liberal' or ‘social’ 
democracies. He cited the decision-making process in weapons research and 
arms production. These seem to escape ‘the grips of politicians', he said. 


The commission discussed the report of its advisory group on human rights, and 
the report of its recent consultation on militarism and disarmament. It also 
evaluated the work of the CCIA office near UN headquarters in New York. 


Among other actions, the commission encouraged governments to ratify a new 
international convention on the rights of the child, decided to pay more 
attention to ‘sex tourism' as a human-rights issue, and reviewed a draft 
policy paper on the death penalty. 


It also listed the global debt crisis, land rights, the rights of indigenous 
peoples, and the connections between international human-rights law and 
refugee concerns as issues requiring more CCIA attention. 


It highlighted several issues related to disarmament and militarism, and 
Supported the ecumenical council in the Philippines in calling for a 
negotiated settlement to the conflict between the government there and the New 
Peoples Army/National Democratic Front. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.04 ::: BISHOP CRITICISES ANIMAL SLAUGHTERING 
Australian Anglican Bishop Bruce Wilson says ‘too many Christians today are 
trapped in purely secular thinking, and treat animals as mere objects, not as 
creatures of God'. He wrote in his diocesan newspaper that ritualistic and 
prayerful slaughter of animals by Jews and Muslims shows ‘they have a better 
understanding of the Bible's sense of the tragic evil in the way animals are 
treated than many secularised Christians today'. Wilson suggested those who 
eat meat should have to slaughter an animal once a year. ‘I suspect many of 
us would feel revolted at the prospect, but this is a sign that we are not 
taking the treatment of animals seriously as Christian people.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.05 ::: CANADA: . VOTE ON BAPTISM, MEMBERSHIP 

Congregations and presbyteries (area units) of the United Church of Canada 
have till the end of February to vote on whether to modify the UCC Basis of 
Union to make baptism the criterion for church membership. Currently, 
membership comes with a profession of faith. Thus younger baptised children 
are not considered members. Opponents of the change say it would move towards 
‘sacramentalism' and 'trivialize church membership’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.06 ::: PARAGUAY: BISHOPS CALL FOR DEMOCRATIZATION 

The Roman Catholic bishops of Paraguay have called for democratization in the 
country. ‘Paraguay needs to be reborn', said Bishop Demetrio Aquino of 
Caacupé at a meeting of the conference of bishops. "And everyone must 
participate.' About 95 percent of the 4 million people of Paraguay are 
counted as Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.07 ::: HAITI: CHURCH SAID 'TORN' 

Lima-based Latinamerica Press reports that the Roman Catholic Church in Haiti 
is ‘under siege from within'. A report from Port-au-Prince describes Haitian 
Roman Catholicism as ‘torn between conservative traditionalists and younger 
people who want to Haitianize and politicize the institution'. About 95 
percent of the 5.5 million people in Haiti are reckoned as Christians, the 
great majority of them Roman Catholics. It is also estimated that most 
Christians also practise the Voodoo religion. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.08 ::: CHILE: CHURCH CHANGES WORRYING BASE COMMUNITIES 

Lima-based Latinamerica Press reports that 'for Christian base communities and 
those committed to the church's option for the poor', signs of change in the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy are ‘not encouraging'. A report from Santiago says 
‘regression and restoration are the two words ... most often repeated in 
trying to define the current situation' in Chilean Roman Catholicism. In the 
archdiocese of Concepcién, leaders of base communities described the Vatican 
appointment of Antonio Moreno Casamijana as the new archbishop a "serious 
mistake'. He has been auxiliary bishop in the archdiocese of Santiago. About 
85 percent of the 13 million people in Chile are reckoned as Christians, the 
great majority of them Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.09 ::: NORDIC ROLE IN SAVING JEWS REVIEWED 

At a recent symposium in Minneapolis (Minnesota/USA), participants detailed 
and analysed the role of people in the Nordic countries in rescuing Jews from 
death during World War II. Dean Steven Koblik of Scripps College (California) 
said Lutheran bishops of Denmark and Norway ‘made some very impressive 
pronouncements' even though their countries were occupied by the Nazis, while 
Lutheran bishops in neutral Sweden could have done more. Retired US Lutheran 
bishop David Preus, whose Norwegian relatives helped some Jews escape, 
observed that though the great majority ‘of Nordic people don't participate in 
church life, ‘there has remained a strong sense of responsibility to 
something, or someone, beyond the individual or the state'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.10 ::: NICARAGUAN BAPTISTS IN APPEAL 

In a message to the American Baptist Churches and other US denominations, the 
Executive Committee of the Baptist Convention of Nicaragua has expressed 
‘sadness ... that the policies of the US government continue to favour war and 
not peace in Nicaragua'. It says a result of US policies has been ‘greater 
attacks by the contra [anti-government forces] and more death among the 
Nicaraguan people. It estimates the death toll in the May-October period at 
700. ‘We pray that God will give you guidance so that the wealth and power of 
your nation might be used on behalf of the poor and weak, and no longer 
against them, and that your nation might be more coherent in its expressions 
on behalf of democracy, freedom, and justice.’ [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.11 ::: UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA RESTATES ABORTION POLICY 

The General Council Executive (GCE) of the United Church of Canada has 
restated the UCC policy on abortion in light of current debate in Canada on 
the question. According to Jean Ward, UCC staff person for sexuality, 
marriage, and family, the UCC opposes abortion on demand, and deplores 
abortion as a form of contraception, while supporting the right of a woman to 
choose abortion ‘as the most responsible choice available in her particular 
situation’. In that light, GCE has expressed opposition to regulating 
abortion through provisions of the Criminal Code of Canada, as some are now 
proposing. It also said Canadian governments should be required to ‘provide 
adequate contraceptive education and services to effectively reduce the 
incidence of unwanted pregnancies’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.12 ::: CHURCH WORKER ACCUSES US OFFICIALS IN SALVADOR 

Josie Beecher, a US Anglican church worker who was arrested and later released 
by the El Salvador national guard, says that while she was being questioned, a 
US consulate official was present, ‘sipping coffee with the [Salvadoran] 
colonel'. Speaking at a news conference in New York, she said she was advised 
by a US official to sign a document which said she was not physically or 
mentally mistreated. But, Beecher said, while in detention she was 
blindfolded, handcuffed, beaten on the head, and threatened with worse. She 
said US officials told her she ‘received normal treatment for a prisoner of 
war'. Also at the conference, Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning of the 
US-based [Anglican] Episcopal Church said Beecher represents 'the symbolic and 
Sacramental hopes and aspirations, frustrations and fears of the many people 
she has served over the years'. Browning sent four bishops to El Salvador 
seeking the release of all detained church workers there. El Salvador is one 
of the overseas Episcopal dioceses. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.13 ::: CHURCH GROUP FIGHTS HALLOWEEN MASK 

The United Methodist Commission on Religion and Race and the American-Arab 
Antidiscrimination Committee successfully joined forces to stop sale and 
production in the United States of a ‘highly offensive Halloween mask'. It 
featured a heavily bearded Arab face with what United Methodist News Services 
described as 'grossly exaggerated Semitic features'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.14 ::: INDIAN METHODISTS TO RESUME BISHOP VOTING 

Sometime during the first part of 1990, Indian Methodists are to resume 
efforts to elect successors to two retiring bishops - Joseph Lance and Elia 
Peter. After 13 ballots failed to produce successors late last October, 
voting was suspended. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.15 ::: 5000 EXPECTED FOR DEBUT OF BISHOPS' LETTER 

An estimated 5000 United Methodists are expected in Fort Worth (Texas/USA) for 
a gathering to mark the debut of a pastoral letter by the UM bishops on 'vital 
congregations — faithful disciples'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.16 ::: METHODIST BISHOPS CALL FAST ON DRUG ABUSE 

The bishops of the United Methodist Church urged a covenant on New Year's Eve 
for a year of prayer and fasting to support the special UM effort in 1990 
against drug abuse and the ‘massive deterioration of the spiritual and social 
fabric' of the United States. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.17 ::: CHRISTIAN RADIO STUDIO TO BE SET UP IN USSR 

US-based Trans World Radio says it has Soviet government permission to set up 
a religious radio production facility in the Soviet Union. The first of at 
least three studios, in Moscow, is expected to be operating by March. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.18 ::: LITHUANIA APPROVES RELIGION GUARANTEES 

The Lithuanian Supreme Soviet (parliament) has ammended the constitution of 
the republic to provide fuller guarantees of freedom of religion, including 
legal status for church bodies, and the right to decide internal matters 
without interference. Lithuania thus became the first republic of the Soviet 
Union to take such a step, though similar legislation is being prepared in 
neighbouring Estonia. A USSR-wide revision of laws on religion has been 
pending for many months. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.19 ::: RUSSIAN ORTHODOX STATISTICS SHOW INCREASES 

At a recent meeting of the 70 bishops of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox 
Church, Metropolitan Vladimir of Rostov gave statistics showing an increase in 
the number of open parishes since the previous year of nearly 3000 (from 6893 
to 9734). The number of priests increased from 6674 to 8100, dioceses from 67 
to 70, monasteries/convents from 21 to 35. The number of seminaries and other 
schools increased nearly fourfold (from 5 to 19) and the number of students 
almost doubled (from 1999 to 3948). A financial report given to the bishops 
indicated a deficit of 1.09 million Soviet rubles through the first nine 
months of 1989, with a projected expenditure for the year of 14.707 million. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.01.20 ::: SOVIET TV BROADCASTS TALK BY METROPOLITAN 

As part of a new series on Soviet tv, Metropolitan Pitirim of Volokolamsk 
spoke for about 10 minutes one Sunday after the evening news. The new series 
is called 'Thoughts about the Eternal: Sunday Moral Sermon'. In other weeks, 
speakers not identified as believers have filled the time. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.21 ::: HUNGARY: RELIGIOUS REPS IN CULTURE MINISTRY 

Official religious representatives have been added to the new Religious 
Affairs Department of the Hungarian Ministry of Culture. One major role of 
the department is to distribute 200 million. Hungarian forints in state 
subsidies for religious bodies. The representatives include a Jew and several 
Christians (Lutheran, Reformed, Roman Catholic, and other). The appointments 
return to a pre-World War II practice of the ministry. Critics of the plan 
say it is contrary to the spirit, if not the letter, of the Hungarian 
constitution, which separates church and state. Some in the Lutheran and 
Reformed communities have objected that their representatives - Reformed legal 
counsellor Zoltan Aranyos and Lutheran general secretary Agoston Karner - are 
too identified with the now abolished State Office for Church Affairs and with 
church-state policies in place before recent reforms in Hungarian society. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.01.22 ::: HUNGARY: RC BISHOPS DISSOLVE OPUS PACIS 

The Roman Catholic bishops of Hungary have dissolved Opus Pacis, an 
organization of ‘priests for peace'. Critics charged that it served the 
interests of the communist party rather than those of the church. In early 
1989, the Hungarian government decided to end subsidies to the group. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.23 ::: UGANDA: PRESBYTERIANS END TIES WITH PENTECOSTALS 

Founded by a Pentecostal minister about a decade ago, the Presbytery of Uganda 
has decided to end its membership in the National Fellowship of Pentecostal 
Churches in Uganda. As a result, it will no longer evangelize with other 
Pentecostals in Uganda. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.24 ::: ITALY: BAPTISTS CONFER ON ECUMENISM, CATHOLICISM 

The Italian Baptist Union sponsored a three-day conference on ‘Ecumenism and 
Catholicism in Italy'. One speaker, Baptist minister Anna Maffei, noted the 
complexity and variety of the contemporary Roman Catholic Church in Italy. 
She suggested that the traditional attitude of Italian Baptists of open and 
unconditional hostility to Roman Catholicism is no longer adequate. Among 
participants in the conference was Clemente Riva, an auxiliary bishop in the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Rome. [EPS] 


[The following replaces EPS 89.12.13, which is not to be used.] 

EPS 90.01.25 ::: UKRAINE: RUSSIAN ORTHODOX ARCHBISHOP REMOVED 

The Ukrainian Exarchate of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church has removed 
Archbishop Ioann of Jitomir (Zhytomyr) from episcopal office and revoked his 
monastic status. A few weeks before, the archbishop agreed to lead the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, which is independent of the Moscow- 
based ROC. According to Ihor Kutash, a priest who is media director for the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, Ioann has also supported legalisation of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church (a form of Roman Catholicism whose rites, 
customs, and ethos are quite similar to those of Orthodoxy), 'but that was not 
the prime reason for the action taken against him'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.26 ::: MALAYSIA: CHRISTIAN FESTIVAL ATTRACTS THOUSANDS 

A recent ‘festival of praise' with German evangelist Reinhard Bonnke attracted 
thousands of people in Kuala Lumpur, the capital of mostly-Muslim Malaysia. 
Organizers avoided the term 'crusade' as likely to offend Muslims. According 
to a report from the Bonnke organization in Frankfurt, Christ For All Nations, 
‘tens of thousands came out of the darkness of Islam and idol worship into the 
light of Jesus Christ, and the local church, at first afraid of the 
repercussions of such visibility, drew together in unity and made a stand for 
the gospel'. CFAN estimates that more than 100 congregations were involved in 
supporting the effort, including Lutherans, Methodists, Anglicans, and 
Pentecostals. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.27 ::: SAN FRANCISCO VOTERS REJECT PARTNERSHIP LAW 

By about 2000 votes out of 167 000 cast, voters in San Francisco have repealed 
a ‘domestic partnership' law. It had been approved by the board of 
supervisors and signed by the mayor. The law allowed homosexual couples and 
unmarried heterosexual couples to register their partnership and _ thereby 
obtain some rights of married couples. Roman Catholic and evangelical 
representatives were notable among opponents of the law. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.28 ::: GORBACHEV ON RELIGION: ATTITUDE CHANGING 

During his recent visit to Rome, which included a meeting with the pope, Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev commented on religion: ‘We need spiritual values. 

We need a revolution of the mind. This is the only way towards a new culture 
and new politics that can meet the challenge of our time. We have changed our 
attitude towards some matters - such as religion - which, admittedly, we used 
‘to treat in a simplistic manner.' He also said that the Soviet leadership 
proceeds ‘from the assumption that no one should interfere in matters of the 
individual's conscience'. He said ‘people of many confessions, including 
Christians, Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, and others, live in the Soviet Union. 
All of them have a right to satisfy their spiritual needs.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.29 ::: PROPOSED ECUMENICAL NEWS NETWORK DISCUSSED 

Representatives of more than a dozen potential partners in a global network of 
ecumenical news services met in Geneva last month to discuss possible next 
steps in the project. It would group independent agencies and organizations 
around the world. According to a proposal from the group, one partner in the 
network would be a separate news service jointly sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (all based at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva), and other interested 
world church bodies. Other potential network partners are regional or national 
news services and/or ecumenical bodies. A further meeting on the network is 
projected for next October. Before then, potential partners are to take 
decisions on whether they wish to be involved further in the proposal. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.30 ::: CASSIDY SUCCEEDS WILLEBRANDS AT VATICAN 

Edward Cardinal Cassidy, a 65-year-old archbishop born in Australia, is the 
new president of the Vatican Council for Promoting Christian Unity. He 
succeeds Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, 80, an archbishop from_ the 
Netherlands. In a message to Cassidy, since June 1988 the number two in the 
Vatican central government, the Geneva-based World Council of Churches 
expressed hope that the council ‘will contiue the gratifying contributions of 
your predecessors’ in terms of strengthening WCC-Vatican collaboration. In 
another change at the council, its secretary, Pierre Duprey, has been given 
the title 'bishop of Thibaris' (a diocese which no longer exists). [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.31 ::: ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE DEDICATES NEW BUILDINGS 

The Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate, 'first among equals' in Eastern 
Orthodoxy, has dedicated new buildings. At the dedication (17 December) were 
Orthodox and ecumenical guests. Istanbul is the current name of what was the 
capital of the Byzantine Empire, of which Eastern Orthodoxy was the official 
religion. Now Turkish, Istanbul is now overwhelmingly Muslim. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.32 ::: WORLD REFORMED LETTER TO KOREAN PRISONER 

General Secretary Milan Opocensky of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
has sent greetings to South Korean Presbyterian minister Moon Ik-Hwan, who is 
serving a 10-year prison sentence for violating South Korean rules against 
visits to North Korea. Opocensky called Moon a ‘person of great courage" who 
has ‘set an example for us all. Each of us should undertake concrete steps in 
the efforts towards peace and reconciliation in this world. ... The Reformed 
family salutes you as its witness and brother.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.33 ::: ORTHODOX MEET ON WCC ASSEMBLY THEME 

About 30 Eastern and Oriental Orthodox theologians met on the Greek island of 
Crete (25 November-4 December) to reflect on the theme and four sub-—themes of 
the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches (6-21 February 1991, 
Canberra, Australia). The report of the group is to be part of preparatory 
material for the assembly. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.34 ::: INTERCHURCH AID COMMISSION MEETS 

CICARWS, the interchurch aid commission of the World Council of Churches, met 
in Harare (Zimbabwe) last month (6-10 December). The need to encourage 
self-reliance among refugees was a major theme in commission deliberations. 
Increasing needs and declining resources in the international refugee system 
create an urgent need for a more comprehensive and effective church response, 
the commission said. Most refugees are women or girls. The commission urged 
more attention to their special needs. Among the speakers at the meeting, 
Zimbabwean Anglican Bishop Jonathan Siyachitema spoke of a despearate need for 
indigenous theology and piety. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.35 ::: FRANCE: PENTECOSTALS WARN ON 'NEW AGE' 

Representatives of three French Pentecostal denominations — Apostolic Church, 
Church of God, and Evangelical Churches of Revival - have issued a joint 
declaration opposing 'New Age' thinking. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.36 ::: FRANCE: CHURCH SUPPORT FOR SECULAR SOCIETY 

The office of the council of the Protestant Federation of France has issued a 
declaration in support of the secular character of French society as '‘'a 
richness to preserve'. The declaration comes in the wake of debate in French 
society about preserving the secular character of state-supported French 
schools [EPS 90.12.52]. The federation calls secularism the ‘juridical form 
of liberty of conscience, and, for Protestants, a spiritual necessity'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.37 ::: NEW ZEALAND PRESBYTERIANS MARK 150 YEARS 

The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand has announced plans to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of the arrival, 23 February 1840, of the first Presbyterian 
minister in New Zealand, and the establishment of the first Presbyterian 
congregation in the country. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.38 ::: NORTH KOREANS INVITED TO SOUTH KOREAN ASSEMBLY 
Representatives of the [North] Korean Christians Federation have been invited 
by representatives of the National Council of Churches in [South] Korea to 
attend the NCCK General Assembly in February. The invitation is part of 
increasing contacts between Christians in the two countries. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.39 ::: ECUMENICAL KOREANS ON SINGAPORE AIR BOYCOTT 

The Executive Committee of the National Council of Churches in [South] Korea 
has asked the World Council of Churches to tell all participants in the WCC 
World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation not to use 
Singapore Airlines to get to Seoul, where the convocation is to take place in 
March. The committee also expressed regret that the World Methodist Council 
has decided to hold its next world conference, in 1991, in Singapore. The 
anti-Singapore measures are part of a protest against the expulsion from 
Singapore of the Christian Conference of Asia at the end of 1987. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.40 ::: KOREANS PROTEST UNIFICATION CHURCH 

The National Council of Churches in [South] Korea reports that the Unification 
Church founded by Korean Moon Sun Myung ‘has become the target of new protests 
by Korean Christians'. The NCCK report calls Unification a '‘'quasi-religion' 
which ‘expands its power among overseas Koreans through gifts and bribery'. 
The council has also protested South Korean government approval last October 
for Unification to open a seminary. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.41 ::: VATICAN WARNS ON SOME MEDITATION TECHNIQUES 
In a document released last month, the Vatican doctrinal unit warns against 
uncritical Christian use of zen, yoga, or Transcendental Meditation. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.42 ::: RC BISHOPS SKIP FRENCH REVOLUTION CEREMONY 

During the French Revolution, contrary to Vatican directives, some people 
accepted to be ‘republican bishops', among them Abbé Grégoire. His remains 
were transferred last month to the Panthéon in Paris, a former church which is 
a shrine to revolutionary heros. Though some current French Roman Catholic 
bishops have praised aspects of the life of Grégoire, none agreed to 
participate officially in the civil enshrinement. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.43 ::: SWISSAIR MAKES BIBLES AVAILABLE 
In response to requests, the Swiss airline Swissair has decided to have Bibles 
available in French, German, and English on its flights. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.44 ::: USSR: GLOBAL FORUM ON ENVIRONMENT & DEVELOPMENT Eada 
Soviet government and religious leaders are jointly hosting a "global forum on 


environment and development' in Moscow (15-19 January). The gathering, 
expected to attract 700 participants, is organized by the New York-based 
Global Forum of Spiritual and Parliamentary Leaders on Human Survival. UN 


Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar is to open it, and Soviet President: 
Mikhail Gorbachev to close it. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.45 ::: CHURCH SEEN AS LEADING DDR 'MORAL AUTHORITY' | : . 

In a report from Berlin, the New York Times newspaper says that ‘with the 
virtual collapse' of the ruling Socialist [Communist] Party in East Germany 
(DDR), the Evangelical (United or Lutheran) Landeskirchen (regional churches) 
in the DDR are once again its ‘leading moral authority'. The article recalls 
the ‘shelter, working space, and moral authority’ that the church provided to 
'protest groups that gave birth to the popular revolution that swept the 
nation in September and October'. DDR church membership is around 40 percent 
of the population of about 16 million. Most DDR Christians belong to one of 
the eight Landeskirchen. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.46 ::: LUTHERANS, ORTHODOX: ‘REMARKABLE CONVERGENCE ' 

After six years of dialogue, US Lutheran and Eastern Orthodox representatives 
issued a joint statement last month in St Paul (Minnesota) noting a 
‘remarkable convergence' on the central Christian teaching of salvation. They 
called their joint findings 'a significant step towards breaking down the wall 
of partition that divides us'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.47 ::: BRAZIL: BISHOPS SUPPORT BASE COMMUNITIES 
Lima-based Latinamerica Press reports that 'base Christian communities, the 
building blocks of the church of the poor, have won impressive support’ from 
Roman Catholic bishops in Brazil, ‘despite Vatican doubts' ‘about the 
‘orthodoxy' of the communities. The report notes that about 85 of the 
Brazilian Roman Catholic bishops - about a third of the total - attended a 
meeting last year in Rio of about 1800 delegates from about 100 000 such 
communities from 225 of the 252 Roman Catholic dioceses in Brazil. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.48 ::: PEOPLETALK: ‘Ecumenical Beings and Doings' 


Christopher King, an English Anglican priest, and a staff member of the 
World Council of Churches from 1949 till his retirement in 1981, died in 
Athens (1 November). Over the years he worked in Austria, Greece, Cyprus, and 
at WCC headquarters in Geneva on refugee concerns and Middle East affairs. 


John Hollar, editorial director of the Fortress Press division of the 
publishing house of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, died of a 
heart attack (20 October). He was widely known in theological publishing 
circles in the United States and overseas. 


US evangelist Billy Graham has received the 1900th star on the Walk of Fame 
in Hollywood. He said his 'primary desire' in having his name inscribed ‘is 
that God would receive the glory, and that it would be a witness for Christ’. 


Desmond Tutu, Anglican archbishop of southern Africa, spent Christmas in and 
around Jerusalem, at the invitation of Samir Kafity, Anglican bishop there. 


Effective 1 February, Jférgen Thomsen, a theology student, is to be the new 
general secretary of the Ecumenical Council of Denmark. He succeeds Peter 
Lodberg, who has begun three years of advanced theological studies. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.49 ::: ECUVIEW: ‘Iranian Religious Minorities After Khomeini' 


[This is abridged and adapted from material distributed by the [West] German 
Evangelical Alliance.] 


Since the death earlier this year of Ayatollah Khomeini, there is information 
about better treatment of Iranian religious minorities - Christians, Jews, and 
Baha'is. 


Nothing new or good is known about Zoroastrians, followers of what was Iran's 
state religion thousands of years ago. 


Ninety-nine percent of the estimated 50 million Iranians are Muslims. Baha'is 
number about 300 000, Jews about 68 000, and Zoroastrians about 21 000. The 
230 000 Christians are mainly Armenians. 


Especially under the last two shahs of the Pahlewi family, Iran was one of the 
few Islaimic countries in which - beyond social and educational work by the 
church —- it was possible to present Muslims with the gospel. 


Iran's first constitution after the shah was driven from the country in 1980 
confirmed religious instruction of children and religious liberty to all 
religious bodies. But it was not possible to spread any faith other than Islam. 


In the early Khomeni years, Christians in particular suffered from violent 
infringement on their freedom of religion. Armenians were frequently exposed 
to attacks by the ayatollahs and mullahs while celebrating holy communion. 


During the 1980s, fanatic Shiites launched several attacks on church services 
- especially in Isfahan. Christians were maltreated, communion cups were 
emptied and besmirched. But now, the revolutionary guards have to protect the 
Armenian churches. 


Nine years ago the same troops and police force conducted a series of arrests 
amongst Iranian Catholics in parishes, hospitals, and schools. Only via the 
intercession of a special nuncio, a Palestinian archbishop, were a _ few 
religious orders allowed to reopen their schools. 


Soon the revolutionary guards reappeared. They were supposed to make sure 
that Jesus Christ was portrayed according to the Islamic faith, namely as a 
precursor of Mohammed and not as the Son of God. Those who violated this 
"law' were expelled from the country or hauled before an Islamic tribunal. 


All that stopped before the school term ended last July. Now the authorities 
have even held out the prospect of additional classes being set up for the new 
school year. 


Until he died, the Khomeni vice squad went from house to house to check 
whether Iranian Jews were keeping the Sabbath and eating kosher food. 
Violations of the Mosaic law were punished, just as were Muslims caught 
drinking alcohol. This kind of treatment stopped abruptly when the ayatollah 
died, the Jewish Central Commission in Teheran reports. 


Baha'is are still are not allowed to sing their hymns in public, and must 
restrict themselves to their homes. They are treated as a heretical form of 
Islam. At least, however, no more Baha'is have been arrested since the 
beginning of June. Their religious council is at present trying to achieve 
the release of prisoners. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.50 ::: ECUVIEW: ‘Church & Change in DDR' (Karl Hennig) 


[This is adapted from material translated from the German by the Language 
Service of the World Council of Churches. Hennig is a DDR (East German) 
church journalist. About 40 percent of the DDR population of about 16 million 
is reckoned as Christian. Most Christians belong to one of the eight 
Evangelical Landeskirchen (United or Lutheran regional churches) grouped in 
the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the DDR (the Bund). ] 


As Martin Ziegler, head of the Bund secretariat, said in November, the church 
hopes that the restructuring of the DDR political system will make it possible 
for the church to slowly give up its special representative role in society. 


He said recent major changes in the DDR - the retirement of the old leadership 
in the traditional political parties, the opening of DDR frontiers to 
unrestricted travel by all DDR citizens, intensive dialogue between the people 
and the authorities -— respond to many DDR church demands, notably those from 
the Bund synod last September. 


Conversations between church and state representatives, broken off two years 
ago, are being resumed, with a’new status as official conversations with the 
government. Conversations at the government ministerial level have been 
arranged, on educational questions, energy, nature, and the environment. 


DDR church leaders are looking forward to further official conversations on 
alternatives to military service, the penal code and prison methods, the right 
to work, the concept of humanity, the economy, and the financial situation of 
the church. 


The DDR church has been of crucial importance in the recent changes in the 
DDR. It has provided space in which people would assemble and peacefully 
demonstrate for radical change. 


It has fostered public analyses of the crisis in society and calls for 
changes. Numerous pastors and theologians are among those who have inspired 
and organized hundreds of demonstrations which have united millions of people 
in recent weeks. 


Hardly a single political event goes by in which the church is not thanked for 
its decisive contribution to the changes. This new confidence in the church 
is a bonus which means that also in the days ahead, the church will be a 
factor in forming public opinion. 


In the Bund, the election of Lothar de Maiziere, its deputy moderator, as the 
new president of the Christian Democratic Union was noted with satisfaction. 
Till the changes, CDU has functioned as one of the small parties in coalition 
with the dominant SED. 


De Maiziére is a lawyer respected by all elements of the political 
opposition. Since the early eighties he has given legal aid to people 
persecuted or unjustly imprisoned in the DDR because of their stand for 
pacifism and change. 


The DDR church supports not only renewal of the existing parties, but also 
prompt recognition of new parties and movements now coming into being. It 
knows that the social and economic crisis in the DDR represents a new pastoral 
challenge. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.51 ::: ECUVIEW: "Ecumenical Visitors Look at the Swiss Church' 


[This is excerpted from a reflection on their experiences in Switzerland in 
September by an ecumenical team from nine other countries - Cameroon, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, England, Hungary, South Korea, Puerto Rico, Senegal, and India 
(EPS 89.10.73).] 


--- In the Reformed churches, we find similarities and differences between 
state churches and free churches, between one cantonal church and another. We 
still find it difficult to ascertain the exact role of the church in 
Switzerland. What we are all sure of is that this is not a Christian society. 


We realize that we, from different countries, are members of the _ same 
universal church as you in Switzerland - a church which aspires to be the 
reflection of the Risen Christ. From the days of the early church to today, 
we share the same essential features. 


First of all, celebration in community: We saw some beautiful churches, 
attractively decorated, with all the outward appearance of celebration, but 
was there enough emphasis on Thanksgiving for all that had been given? Was 
there enough relevance to everyday life to empower the Christian to go out 
with joy to serve God? 


Our faith is based on the Holy Scriptures, through listening to the word of 
God and reflecting upon its consequences for our lives — in Sunday worship, we 
had the opportunity of listening to theological exegeses, but the language was 
abstract, there were few metaphors or examples from everyday life and little, 
if any, awareness of the moral or ethical questions which face us all. 


By and large, we found that the institutional churches did not address 
themselves to issues which directly affect the lives of the parishioners. 


But we did find this involvement on the fringes of the church where deacons 
work with the marginalised, often with little support from their sending 
church, in an attempt to heal the brokenness of society. The churches need 
to face up to this challenge. 


Then, the sharing of spiritual and material gifts: The Swiss church raises 
much money for other countries. We who come from such countries are 
particularly thankful for this. 


But sharing involves much more than the sharing of material resources. Where 
are the people to meet the urgent demands of the mission fields for fraternal 
workers? Where are the volunteers to fill vacant offices in the church? 
Are we, in fact, ready to share responsibility for the life of the church? 


Our mission is to proclaim our faith in words and in service. For the church, 
neither can exist without the other. When we speak about mission, do we think 
only of the Third World, or can we see the need for mission on our own 
doorstep? 


Can we see that justice, peace and the integrity of creation are live issues 
at home as well as abroad? Is the witness of the church like that of the city 
that is set upon a hill and cannot be hidden? 


The church is a community of hope in the midst of the troubles of the present 
world. Is it able to point the way forward? [over] 


switzerland/2 


We noticed a significant lack of Old Testament vision of the church as a 
pilgrim people. Is it free to point the way forward? 


It is clear that the Swiss churches are free from oppression, but we wonder 
whether Christians in oppressed countries are not more free than they. 
Freedom from state intervention does not mean that the church is liberated. 
There is a need for liberation from bondage to tradition and from complacency. 


Is the church too proud to identify itself with a suffering Christ? 


Initially, we had the impression that there was no suffering in Switzerland, 
but gradually we discovered that there was much hidden suffering - amongst the 
old, single mothers, the poor, drug addicts and alcoholics, refugees and 
seasonal workers, in whom we discovered a hunger for love and community. 


Is the church ready to sacrifice itself to help people who are suffering to 
find wholeness? ... 


Ecumenism can be seen as an attempt by churches of different Christian 
traditions and expressions to work together to proclaim the Word of God. 
Indeed, this encounter is a basis for the development of the human community, 
and the Christian church. It presumes respect and acceptance of the other, 
and a certain willingness to learn from other people's experiences. 


The majority of the Swiss population are members of either the Reformed or the 
Roman Catholic church. However, there are also a number of evangelical, 
pentecostal, and charismatic groups active in the country. 


In many of the communities that we visited, we noticed ties between members of 
the Roman Catholic and Reformed churches such that religious education classes 
were given jointly in schools, places of worship were shared, and it was 
sometimes difficult to distinguish between the two groups. 


On the other hand, little or no contact seems to have been established with 
the Free churches in spite of their growing number of activities, and the fact 
that they are rapidly drawing away the younger members of the traditional 
churches. 


There are also a number of ecumenical and non-Christian groups present in the 
country. These groups also attract and actively engage fairly large numbers 
of people. 


The questions are thus, how much can these different groups, working in the 
same society, learn from each other, how can they stimulate the traditional 
churches to grow and evolve, and how can they work together for the good of 
the general population? 


Furthermore, the church through its expression in society should be 
increasingly aware of its interdependence with other nations and regions. 


Thus churches and organizations at the international level should come 
together to seek a common understanding, to work in solidarity with the 
peoples of their different nations the better to challenge practices and 
structures that oppress, and to share our common faith. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.52 ::: ECUVIEW: 'Hope in South Africa?' (A. Kromberg & R. Steele) 


[Anita Kromberg and Richard Steele are field workers in Durban (South Africa) 
for the International Fellowship of Reconciliation. This item appeared in 
longer form in the September issue of Peace Media Service, Kanisstraat 5, 
NL-1811-GJ Alkmaar, Netherlands.] 


...- The word ‘negotiation' has crept into the South African government's 
vocabulary in the last year or so due to growing internal rebellion and a 
weakening economy plus significant international developments: rapprochement 
between East and West, the Namibian independence process, de Klerk's meetings 
with European and African heads of state, sanctions, and pressure to repay 
debts. 


Democrats in South Africa are very suspicious of the state's expressed 
intentions, seeing 'negotiation' as a smoke screen designed to buy more time. 


[General Secretary] Frank Chikane, reporting to the South African Council of 
Churches' national conference last June, advised: 'Whilst we should spare no 
effort in exposing the South African government's dishonourable intentions, we 
must create a situation in which it is unable to continue paying mere lip 
service to the concept of negotiations. The pressures that have forced the 
regime to begin posturing on negotiations need to be intensified until it 
changes from posturing to conceding genuine negotiations.' 


Although from a similar political mould to Botha, de Klerk has not had close 
links with the military or police establishment. This means that the powerful 
State Security Council, virtually a ‘government within a government', may not 
be as influential in the affairs of state as before. This would be a positive 
development. 


The first major crisis of de Klerk's government played itself out on 13 
September when the biggest political march in South Africa's history took 
place in Cape Town. The march of 35 000 was led by [Anglican archbishop] 
Desmond Tutu, [Reformed theologian] Allan Boesak, Frank Chikane, and the mayor 
of Cape Town. 


Called to protest police brutality during the run-up to the elections, 
especially the killing of at least 29 people in Cape Town on election night, 
revelations about the brutality, including critical statements from police 
officers, fuelled the march's significance. 


Many 'middle-ground' dignitaries and members of the public promised to join, 
including ... members of parliament, members of the Cape Town city council, 
the managing director of Shell, clerics, and other local dignitaries. 


In a dramatic move the night before, de Klerk condoned the march, and 
instructed police not to interfere with it. He said the government's decision 
to allow the protest should be seen in light of the reform mandate it received 
in the elections. Police were not visibly present and traffic police 
assisted in controlling the traffic flow! 


The march was definitely a victory for democratic forces in South Africa. It 
vindicated Chikane's advice that keeping the pressure on would force the 
government into making concrete concessions along the lines of its rhetoric 
sivas LOVEr! 
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Despite intense major police repression, protesters have gone ahead with 
banned meetings, regrouped after dispersal orders or after being fired on with 
tear gas or water cannon, and in some cases offering themselves for arrest. ... 


Most [of the hundreds of activists arrested in recent weeks] were released on 
bail, and will appear in court over the next few months. Each court 
appearance offers another opportunity to draw attention to the system's 
injustice. 


About 200 activists have been detained for "security' reasons. Some are on a 
hunger strike. One activist, lawyer Willie Hofmeyer, [was] in hospital due to 
his hunger strike. 


But the police have over-reacted on occasion and looked very foolish. In 
Durban, members of the End Conscription Campaign, the day after declaring 
itself unrestricted, were arrested by police with shotguns as they tied yellow 
ribbons round lamp posts and palm trees outside the city hall. 


The Namibian independence process is having a considerable impact on South 
Africa politics. It shows that negotiation is possible. No longer can the 
South African government say that it will not negotiate with liberation 
movements, because it has done so in Namibia. Military conscription has been 
reduced due to the withdrawal of troops from Namibia. 


The defiance campaign is the most exciting development in the South African 
political situation in a long time. It marks a definite shift in the 
relationship between the government and the people, the oppressor and the 
oppressed. 


Realizing that ‘freedom is in our hands’, community-based organizations have 
claimed the right to speak, to act, to organize and to protest. Restricted 
organizations and individuals have unrestricted themselves, saying that they 
do not recognize the government's authority. 


This psychological shift not only empowers the people but also delegitimates 
the government. This shift is very important for the struggle for a new 
society in South Africa. 


The African National Congress has been considerably strengthened by the 
campaign, and their flag unfurled at every opportunity. Publication of their 
constitutional guidelines and numerous talks with South African groups from 
across the political spectrum mean they are readying themselves for 
negotiations. 


Church leaders play a significant role and the theology of non-violence and 
civil disobedience is being preached. The national ecumenical Standing for 
the Truth Campaign distributes materials on non-violence and supports the 
training of non-violence trainers. 


On 14 September, Tutu sent a condolence message to the family of a man killed 
when his car was hit by stones thrown during a demonstration. His words to 
them were, 'I pray for a new order where violence will be no more’. 


There is a long way to go but the successful peaceful Cape Town demonstration, 
and de Klerk's conciliatory statements about it gives South Africa hope for 
the arrival of that 'new order'. [EPS] 
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For EPS issues 57/03 and 57/04, Monique McClellan, audio producer at the World 
Council of Churches, is guest editor. Thanks to her and other colleagues 
for assuring that EPS appears while the editor is away from Geneva. 


Avaiable from the National Council of Churches of Kenya (Church House, Moi 
Avenue, Box 45009, Nairobi) is the text of the recommendations from the recent 
NCCK-mission conference, as well as the text of the presentation by Canaan 
Banana (EPS 90.01.53). 


Available from WCC/F&O (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is a report from a 
consultation last June, ‘Ecumenical Reflections on the Holy Spirit in 
Creation, Church, and History’. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
appeal for US$ 150 000 (19 December) for winter aid for Poland 
situation report #1 (20 December) on El Salvador 
appeal for US$ 950 000 (18 December) for Mozambican refugees in Malawi 
situation report #7 (18 December) on Mozambican refugees in Malawi 
appeal for US$ 5.95 million (19 December) for rehabilitation in Mozambique 
appeal for US$ 500 000 (19 December) for rehabilitation in Malawi 
situation report #1 (20 December) on drought/famine in Ethiopia 
situation report #3 (18 December) on floods in Malawi 
CICARWS Issues #1: 'Lebanon's Ongoing Bbleeding' 
CICARWS On The Move #1: 'A Paper on CICARWS Policy' 
CICARWS On The Move #2: ‘Middle East Desk Newsletter' 
CICARWS 1988-89 Activities Report 
‘What is CICARWS?' 


Available from WCC/CCIA is a report on a consultation on militarism and 


disarmament last October in Geneva == The new issue of CCPD for a Change (#2, 
1989), featuring material on women and economic justice, is available from 
WCC/CCPD == New from WCC £Publications is Christian Communication 


Reconsidered by John Bluck (for 9.90 Swiss francs, 6.50 US dollars, or 3.95 
UK pounds) == The new issue of Contact (#112), available from WCC/CMC, has as 
its theme ‘Our Land is Our Life and Our Health' == The December 1989 
newsletter from WCC/Youth focuses on the Middle East. The address in all 
cases is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The second draft of the document to be considered by the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation in March in Seoul is available 
from WCC/JPIC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.53 ::: KENYA: RESOLUTION ON VOTING PROMPTS CRITICISM 


The National Council of Churches of Kenya has come under fire from leaders of 
the Kenyan government and of Kanu, the ruling (and only legal) political party 
in Kenya. The criticism came in response to a resolution passed at the NCCK 
mission conference in Limuru [EPS 89.12.71; 90.01.54]. 


One of the 17 conference resolutions urges the government to ‘come up with an 
electoral system which is fair and just' to ‘restore the confidence of the 
Kenyan people in elections.' That is a reference to the system by which votes 
in primary elections are cast by people lining up according to the candidate 
they support. Previous NCCK meetings have also criticized this arrangement. 


Addressing a large independence-anniversary rally shortly after’ the 
conference, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi accused NCCK of using the 
conference to attack the government. Citing Jesus' advice in the gospel 
account to ‘render under Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's’, 
Moi said Jesus recognised the authority of the state. He suggested that 
church leaders who want to engage in politics should run for political office. 


Kanu Chairman Peter Oloo Aringo, who is also education minister, likened NCCK 
to an opposition party. He said the government is considering taking 
disciplinary action against a few who are misleading the ecumenical body. 
Culture and social services minister James Njiru said NCCK held its meeting to 
embarrass the government during a visit to Nairobi by African leaders. 


Kenyan Vice President George Saitoti said church leaders should stop hiding 
behind Christianity and form an opposition party. He charged that NCCK prays 
for disunity in Kenya, and criticised former Zimbabwe President Canaan Banana 
for allegedly prompting Kenyan church leaders to condemn the Kenyan voting 
system. (Banana gave a major address at the conference.) 


A Kanu branch described NCCK as ‘a thorn in the flesh' and called for its 
deregistration. The Kanu-owned daily, Kenya Times, said criticism of the 
voting system reflects the views of people ‘incurably driven to provoke the 
ruling party and its government, those married to opposition for opposition's 
sake, rebels without a cause, those for whom the West is always the source of 
preferment to be copied at all times'. It called for ‘action against clerics 
who have made it their mission to deprecate everything the party does'. 


Energy minister Nicholas Biwott singled out the [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Kenya as a remnant of colonialism. He said its leaders go 
overseas ‘demonstrating support for their masters in order to get more aid'. 
He praised the Roman Catholic Church in Kenya (not part of NCCK). 


Part of the Kenyan Christian community also attacked NCCK. The Independent 
Pentecostal Church of Africa said NCCK was destabilising the country's 
political and economic system. It asked the government to de-register the 
council and investigate its members. The Evangelical Fellowship of Kenya 
called the resolution on the voting system 'mis-timed and ill-intended'. 


In reply, NCCK Chairman Henry Okullu, an Anglican bishop, said Kenyan leaders 
would one day learn to accept democracy in government by dialogue. 


Another Anglican bishop, Alexander Muge, suggested that Kanu ‘read and 
interpret the signs of the times ... in East Germany, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, and other eastern bloc countries'. He also disputed Biwott's 
evaluation of the reasons for trips abroad by church leaders. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.54 ::: FORMER ZIMBABWE LEADER CRITIQUES THOSE CLINGING TO POWER 
[This item is abridged and adapted from Africa Church Information Service.] 


Methodist theologian Canaan Banana, the former president of Zimbabwe, has 
castigated African heads of state who cling to power even when their people 
have rejected them. 


‘It is wrong for anyone to impose his will on the majority of the people', 
Banana said. ‘If he wants to remain in power, he must be humble and present 
himself to the people, who will either choose him or reject him.' 


Banana delivered a keynote address last month during a conference organized by 
the National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) at Limuru, near Nairobi [EPS 
S92 711s 


Theme of the week-long gathering was 'Christ Jesus our Hope’. The gathering 
considered the mission and calling of the church in Kenya today. 


Banana said it is a task of the church to make people aware of their power and 
how to use it. He said the church should not act as a spokesperson for the 
people, but should enable them to articulate their aspirations, analyse 
situations, and take decisions. 


Asked what role or strategies the church should come up with to counteract the 
oppression and repression prevalent in most parts of the continent, Banana 
said the church should help establish godly states that include fairness, 
justice, and democracy as their main components. 


He said a government must be the popular expression of the people, and if it 
imposed itself on them, they had a right to demand that it seek their mandate. 


"It is unfortunate that in some African countries, they only have elections 
once, and that is at independence. But I believe that many African heads of 
State believe in democracy and the people's right to self-determination', he 
added. 


Asked whether a Christian should take up arms against an unjust regime to 
correct an injustice, Banana said the church should consider both sides of a 
conflict before determing which side is socially just. 


"Personally, when I look at guerrilla, I see Jesus. But you have to be 
careful that whatever side you choose to support will do the greatest good to 
the majority', he added. 


Banana said such a Christian should make the decision based on sound Christian 
teaching and commitment. 'I do not believe in neutrality because neutrality 
means supporting the status quo', he observed. 


He said the church, more often than not, reflects a blind conformity since it 
fails to condemn injustices perpetrated against the majority of the people by 
a few leaders. 


He said most economic and social injustices on the continent have been 
aggravated by political systems and regimes characterized by crude and violent 
violations of basic civil and political liberties, and a virtual absence of 
real and meaningful democracy. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.55 ::: ECUMENICAL SEARCH FOR NEW MODELS FOR SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY 


A search for models for economically and ecologically sustainable societies is 
among priorities and challenges of the future work of the Sub-Unit on Church 
and Society of the World Council of Churches. 


That is among recommendations from the working committee of the sub-unit, 
which met in Sofia (Bulgaria) at the end of November. 


As Sub-Unit Director Wesley Granberg-Michaelson observed, 'the ecological 
crisis presents a challenge to search for models for economically and 
ecologically sustainable societies. It challenges the predominant form of 
development and the idea of continual growth in the industrialised countries.' 


Difficulties faced by both capitalism and communism were noted by the 
committee. In many Marxist-led countries, Granberg-Michaelson observed, the 
church finds itself in a situation whereby it asks questions about economic 
justice and political participation, and highlights environmental concerns. 


To develop an ethic and strategy for action based on an adequate theology of 
sustainability of creation was seen by the meeting as a future task for the 
sub-unit. That means seeing creation and justice, ecology and economy, as 
interrelated parts of one whole. 


Beyond an inner renewal, Granberg-Michaelson added, the church needs to 
discover ways in which it can join with other movements, groups, and agencies, 
in helping build a sustainable future. 


Questions about the shape of societies are being asked with fresh urgency, he 
remarked. He added that new awareness of the '‘inadequacies' of both 
capitalism and Marxism, and the search for alternatives to them, means that 
questions of social ethics must come to the fore again in ecumenical 
discussions. 


In particular, he noted that environmental or ‘green' political parties in 
different parts of the world are beginning to change the terms of political 
debates. 


In his report, committee moderator John Habgood, archbishop of York in the 
[Anglican] Church of England, recalled that since the last WCC assembly, in 
1983, underlying issues in the work of the sub-unit have included issues of 
science and theology and of justice, peace, and integrity of creation. 


In addition to special studies and projects, such as _ workshops’ on 
deforestation, a consultation on Aids, and a case study of employment issues, 
the sub-unit has aimed at developing a coherent Christian social ethic, and 
encouraging churches to take action to tackle specific social problems. 


Lately, the sub-unit has taken up issues relating to biotechnology and nuclear 
energy. Last July, the WCC Central Committee sent a position paper on 
biotechnology to WCC members [EPS 89.07.47]. A recent consultation offered 
theological and ethical principles to guide choices in energy technologies. 


"Theology of creation leads to a whole vision for societies', Granberg- 
Michaelson said. ‘As we approach the end of a new millennium, people ask what 
is it that churches have to contribute to the world for survival of the 
world. Can churches contribute models, visions for societies for sustainable 
life? That is a tremendous challenge which the WCC has to pick up.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.56 ::: BRAZIL: EIGHT PRIESTS EXPELLED BY ARCHDIOCESE 


Eight priests have been told to leave the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Olinda 
and Recife, in northeast Brazil. They were given three days to go by 
Archbishop José Cardoso Sobrinho. He is the successor of the retired Helder 
Pessoa Camara, widely known for his work with and on behalf of the poor. 
Critics of the archbishop say he is reversing many policies of his predecessor. 


A week before he expelled the priests, the archbishop closed down the 
archdiocesan commission on justice and peace. Before that, as recommended by 
a Vatican report, he closed two seminaries begun by Pessoa Camara. 


Students there were told to join a new seminary he set up. The Franciscan 
religious order and Bishop José Maria Pires of Paraiba have indicated they 
plan to open new seminaries for the students as well. 


According to a report from the Swiss church news agency APIC, the other 
bishops of the region have closed ranks behind the archbishop, and have 
deplored negative comments about his decision on the seminaries. 


Most of the bishops had earlier expressed surprise at the Vatican proposal to 
close the schools. It went against views expressed by one of them at the time 
of the Vatican-mandated study of the schools. 


Vicente Joaquim Zico had praised the work of the two schools being shut down, 
and expressed reservations about the new seminary. (Zico is to become 
archbishop of Belém do Para once the current archbishop retires.) 


Asked to explain their change of view, APIC reported that Bishop Austregesilo 
de Mesquita of Afogados da Ingazeira said priests and bishops ‘obey a 
hierarchy'. He said dialogue with Rome was tried, but had not succeeded in 
bringing a change in the Vatican decision. 


APIC also reports that anti-Cardoso Sobrinho slogans have appeared on walls, 
and vehicles with loudspeakers are driving around protesting his leadership of 
the archdiocese. 


Other reasons for the complaints are the disbanding of the commission on rural 
ministry for the 29 dioceses of the region, and the decision of the archbishop 
to call police to remove a delegation of peasants from his office after they 
had entered it and asked to meet with him. 


Critics say that in general he declines to meet with those who ask to see him. 


APIC reports that 57 priests have signed a letter expressing solidarity with 
the expelled priests. 


The municipal council of Recife has urged the archbishop to leave office. A 
large demonstration expressing a similar point of view reportedly took place 
in Recife in mid-December. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.57 CANADA: BISHOPS TO STUDY SEXUAL ABUSE BY CLERGY 

The Canadian Conference of [Roman] Catholic Bishops has established a national 
committee to make recommendations about how to prevent and deal with sexual 
abuse by clergy. The decision comes after several cases of sexual abuse 
involving clergy came to light in Canada. [EPS] 


a 
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EPS 90.01.58 ::: PANAMA: LATIN AMERICAN CHURCHES REACT 

The Quito-based Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) strongly condemned 
(20 December) the invasion of Panama. In a declaration signed by its 
president Federico Pagura and general secretary Felipe Adolf, CLAI says that 
the invasion not only ignores the principle of self-reliance of nations, but 
that it constitutes an act of self-interest ‘by an arrogant guardian of 
democracy". Among other things the statement notes that CLAI rejects ‘the 
[US administration's] application of double standards, tolerating 
dictatorships when it is convenient, and removing governments when this fits 
their imperialist principles'. 


EPS 90.01.59 ::: BRITISH METHODIST PROTEST TO PRIME MINISTER 

British Methodist leaders delivered a protest letter to the residence of UK 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in December after she declined to meet 
British Methodist President John Vincent to discuss. effects of government 
social and economic policies. The British Methodist Conference has expressed 
‘outrage' at ‘divisive effects' of UK government policies which ‘add to the 
riches of the affluent and make the condition of the poor worse'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.60 ::: INDIA: FIRST NATIONAL AIDS WORKSHOP 

Christian Medical College in Vellore was the site in December of the first 
national workshop in India on Aids. The meeting for microbiologists and blood- 
bank workers was under the auspices of the National Lutheran Health and 
Medical Board. A second workshop is set for February for seminary students, 
faculty members, and parish pastors. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.61 ::: UK: FIRST WOMAN AS PROVINCIAL MODERATOR 

In the United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom, provincial moderators 
have some responsibilities bishops have in other traditions. The URC has 
announced that the first woman to be a provincial moderator is to take up her 
duties from September. She is Janet Sowerbutts, holder of the Cheshunt chair 
in pastoral studies at Westminster College, Cambridge. Subject to an 
affirmative vote by the URC General Assembly in May, she is to succeed the 
retiring Michael Davies as moderator of the URC Thames North province. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.62 ::: CZECHOSLOVAKIA CONTINUES REVISIONS OF CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS 

Vice-prime minister Josef Hromadka continues to be in charge of supervising 
state and church relations. He was reappointed to his post in the [new] 
Government of National Understanding last 10 December. According to Milan 
Opocensky, the general secretary of the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, the churches' position in his country continues to improve 
rapidly. Among recent changes are three appointments of Roman Catholic 
bishops to fill long-standing vacancies, with negotiations for further 
appointments under way. The ‘state licence’ required for pastors and priests 


until late last year has been abolished. Regional secretaries for church 
affairs have been removed. The secretariat for church affairs will be 
reorganized and its functions revised. The three theological faculties - 


Roman Catholic, Hussite and Comenius - are to become an integral part of the 
Charles University of Prague. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.63 ::: BULGARIA: DEMONSTRATORS CALL FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

Reports from Sofia indicate that about 2500 demonstrators marched last month 
from an historic church to the national assembly building to present a 
petition calling for more religious freedom. Among those involved in the 
march was said to be Hristofor Subey, an Eastern Orthodox priest who chairs 
the Independent Committee for the Defence of Religious Rights, Freedom of 
Conscience, and Spiritual Values. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.64 ::: USA: CHURCH LEADERS DECRY ABORTION SLOGANS 

Speaking in their personal capacities, 10 US church leaders have called for an 
end to sloganeering, and recognition that abortion is a complex moral issue 
that cannot be reduced to ‘simple rights and wrongs'. The 10 note they are 
not united in their views on abortion, but do share a ‘deep and abiding 
reverence for both the mystery of human life and the freedom of human 
conscience grounded in insights brought by a community of faith'. Signers 
include people from the Reformed, Methodist, Anglican, Disciples, Brethren, 
United, and Baptist traditions. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.65 ::: USSR: ORTHODOX PRINT LUTHERAN CALENDAR 

The publishing department of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church has 
distributed a 96-page church annual and calendar compiled by Lutheran Bishop 
Harald Kalnins for use by the German-speaking Lutherans he shepherds in 
different parts of the Soviet Union. An announcement in the Journal of the 
Moscow Patriarchate describes the publication as a '‘'joy to all Christians 
since it signifies the fruitfulness of ecumenical relations, mutual good will 
and cooperation among churches'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.66 ::: SOUTH AFRICA: WHITE REFORMED URGE PARDON 

The General Commission for Doctrine and Practice of the NGK, the main white 
Reformed denomination in South Africa, has urged South African President F.W. 
de Klerk to consider pardoning political prisoners sentenced to death. It 
said that based on its understanding of the Bible, it was not calling for an 
end to the death penalty, but was rather making a special request in light of 
the current South African situation. It also urged the government not to use 
capital punishment in situations where there was no loss of life. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.67 ::: USA: BLACK BAPTISTS SAY WHITE BAPTISTS STEAL SHEEP 

Cecilia Adkins, an official of the National Baptist Convention USA Inc., says 
the Southern Baptist Convention is trying to increase SBC black membership at 
NBC expense. SBC is mostly white, NBC mostly black. Another NBC official, 
Amos Jones, faulted SBC attention to ‘irrelevant theological issues' at the 
expense of social problems facing blacks. Olivia Cloud, an SBC staff member 
who helps develop black congregations, said it is not the SBC ‘position or 
desire to go after National Baptists. ... If anybody switches conventions, it 
demonstrates a need is being met.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.68 ::: NORWAY; CHURCH REPS SAY PAPAL VISIT NOT WELL HANDLED 
Representatives of the three central bodies of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway 
say that coordination of arrangements for the historical papal visit to Norway 
last June was insufficient. Their statement follows public criticism that 
only four of the 11 NK bishops attended the main symbolic act of the trip, an 
ecumenical liturgy in the mediaeval cathedral in Trondheim. Director Johannes 
Ulltveit-Moe of the NK National Council said NK leaders ‘too late became aware 
of the importance that the Roman Catholic Church attached’ to the cathedral 
service. Norwegian broadcasting televised the event, and Vatican radio also 
covered it live. Apparently, another reason for problems was that. Roman 
Catholic officials related especially to three NK bishops, whereas in the NK 
Structure, not only the conference of bishops, but also the National Council 
and Council on Foreign Relations have major roles. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.69 ::: USA: METHODISTS DEBATE ABORTION-RIGHTS GROUP 

Some segments of the United Methodist Church are demanding that it evict the 
Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights from a UMC-operated building in 
Washington. In reply, the UMC Board of Church and Society says the group does 
not support unrestricted abortion, or abortion as a means of birth control, 
nor does it speak on behalf of United Methodists. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.70 :: PEOPLETALK: ECUMENICAL LEADER DIES 


Tahi Bonar Simatupang, a former WCC president (1975-83) died in Jakarta 
(Indonesia), on 1 January, shortly before his seventieth birthday, after an 
extended illness. As chief of staff of the armed forces, Simatupang fought 
for Indonesia's independence from the Netherlands (1945). He was also 
involved in peace negotiations with that country. 


After his early retirement from the armed forces Simatupang became active in 
the ecumenical movement on the national, regional and world level. Before 
becoming a WCC president, he was on its executive committee from 1975-83. He 
was also president of the Christian Conference of Asia (1973-77) and the 
National Council of Churches in Indonesia (1967-84). WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro in his message of condolence acknowledged the ‘leadership, 
vision and inspiration which greatly contributed to the ecumenical movement in 
Indonesia, Asia and the rest of the world’. 


EPS 90.01.71 ::: ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Letter to Bush on Panama 


[This letter was sent 21 December by the general secretaries of the Lutheran 
World Federation (Gunnar Staalsett), Conference of European Churches (Jean 
Fischer), and World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Milan Opocensky). It was 
also signed by Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev of the World Council of 
Churches, acting for WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, who was away from 
Geneva. ] 


The World Council of Churches, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, the 
Lutheran World Federation and the Conference of European Churches are outraged 
and deeply saddened by news of the armed intervention in Panama by US troops. 


The use by your government of military force to address political differences 
can only contribute to further loss of life and place in jeopardy the basic 
human rights of the civilian population. 


This action is in clear violation of the standards of international law and 
the right to self-—determination. 


We mourn the deaths of many innocent civilians. 


As other parts of the world move closer to achieving peace, we share with you 
part of a message which was sent some months ago to the churches in Panama: 


"Consistent with Christian values and practice in the world, you have 
called for dialogue, so that political solutions might be _ found 
peacefully among Panamanian sectors across all social and political 
barriers, thus ensuring justice. We are especially sensitive to your 
appeals for political solutions which will serve the interest of the 
poorest in the Panamanian society. We have confidence in the cultural 
and spiritual resources of the Panamanian society to overcome this 
difficult period with justice and true democracy." 


As Christians during this Christmas season, we pray that this message of peace 
may be heard and acted upon by your government. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.72 ::: ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Messages on Romania 


[The following telegram to Christian churches in Romania was issued 22 
December by the general secretaries of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(Milan Opocensky), Lutheran World Federation (Gunnar Staalsett), Conference of 
European Churches (Jean Fischer) and World Council of Churches (Emilio 
Castro).] 


Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we wish to transmit to you - churches 
and Christians in Romania — the following statement: 


As the world hears today of your courageous acts which are leading to 
freedom from oppression and tyranny, we celebrate with you, people of 
Romania, the opening of a new page in your history. 


We mourn with you over the tragic death of those who have given their 
lives and assure you, and especially the families of the victims, of our 
compassion. 


We express our solidarity with your continuing struggle to establish a 
society based on peace with justice, reconciliation and unity that will 
affirm human dignity and human rights for all. We pray that you will have 
the strength to build a future together as one people. We assure you of 
the support of the ecumenical fellowship. 


As a new page opens up in the history of Romania we wish to express our 
solidarity with our member churches and pray to God that they may be given the 
strength and wisdom to minister to all who mourn for the lives given in the 
Struggle for freedom from oppression. 


United in the Body of Christ we assure you of our solidarity as you engage in 
new and daring ministry called for by this situation. We urge all our member 
churches to act and witness together thus manifesting in Romania the unity of 
the Church. 


Our thoughts and prayers are with you and with all people in Romania as we 
celebrate the feast of the Nativity. : 


[The above message followed a public statement issued on 20 December by the 
general secretaries of the four organizations, condemning the repression by 
the military and the resulting deaths in Timisoara. Also, on 19 December, a 
joint message of protest had been sent to the former prime minister of 
Romania. ] 


ECUMENICAL DELEGATION VISITS ROMANIA 


On behalf of the Conference of European Churches, the Lutheran World 
Federation, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the World Council of 
Churches, an ecumenical delegation under the leadership of Jean Fischer, CEC 
general secretary, was able to visit Romania during the last days of 1989. The 
purpose of the visit was to express solidarity with the people of Romania, and 
to re-establish physical contacts with member churches there, after a 
communication black-out following the political upheaval. 


The delegation had a formal meeting with Patriarch Teoctist and attended 
worship services in the Orthodox Patriarchal Cathedral, and with Lutheran and 
Reformed congregations in Bucarest. A message by Jean Fischer was broadcast on 
Romanian television on 31 December. In it he paid special tribute to the young 
people who gave their lives to stand up against the Ceaucescu dictatorship. 
Two members of the delegation proceeded to Sibiu and Cluj for church visits 
there. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.73 ::: ECUTEXT: YMCA Letters on Central America 


[These letters were sent by a YMCA-sponsored meeting on Central America, which 
took place in Managua (Nicaragua) 7-10 December. The first is to El Salvador 
President Alfredo Cristiani. The second is to him and the heads of states of 
other countries in the region. The meeting included YMCA representatives from 
Central America, South America, North America, Europe, and Asia (Japan).] 


--.- Members of our ... were unable to visit El Salvador because we were 
advised not to do so in view of the escalation of violence observed over the 
past few weeks. However, we received reports from experts in the region and 
appeals for help from Salvadoreans in exile. This prompts us to write this 
letter, given ... [that] after ten days of ground combat, and intense bombing 
and strafing of El Salvador's' poorest and most densely-populated 
neighbourhoods by the country's own air force: 


- More than a thousand civilians have been killed, according to relief 
workers' estimates. Precise figures on the dead are not available since the 
military have denied the International Red Cross, the Green Cross and other 
relief agencies the conditions required for the evacuation or attending to the 
wounded; 


- Over 500 000 people are without water, food or electricity in San Salvador 
alone, and there is a shortage of medicine, blood, and trained medical 
personnel; 


- At least 50 000 newly-displaced people are in temporary refuges with 
inadequate conditions, or living on the streets; 


—- The military of El Salvador continue to combat guerrilla troops in civilian 
areas and to maintain a state of siege, including an all-night curfew. At 
the same time, government troops have launched a campaign of repression 
against the civilian population and international personnel in the country; 


- The Salvadorean military has threatened, detained or deported 
representatives of non-governmental organizations, church workers and human 
rights observers as they have ‘'disappeared'. Churches and church missions 
have been raided. Among those affected are us, Canadian, German, Spanish, 
Guatemalan and other national and internetional church workers. 


- El Salvador's Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas holds the vehement view that 
the military is responsible for the pre-meditated killing on 16 November of 
six Jesuit educators, their houskeeper and her daughter. 


- These and other human rights abuses have raised concerns that the civilian 
government has lost control of the Salvadorean armed forces. 


—- The army is entering war zones for clean-up operations and is reported to 
be forcibly removing non-combatants and detaining or murdering them. 
Particularly affected are community leaders and youth; 


- ... the International Red Cross, the Green Cross, ... Archbishop Arturo 
Rivera y Damas, and the rebels have all called for a temporary ceasefire to 
permit ... humanitarian groups to rescue the wounded trapped in combat zones; 


—- The government of El Salvador has refused this petition, violating the 
Geneva accord to which it is a _ signatory. Under this convention the 
International Red Cross is empowered to: (a) protect the civilian population, 
(b) tend the wounded, (c) assist prisoners of war. [over] 


salvador/2 
In view of the above, we urge you to use your good offices to make possible: 


(1) temporary truces beginning immediately to permit the International Red 
Cross and the Salvadorean representatives of the Green Cross to enter the war 
zones to attend to the wounded and ensure the safety of the civilian 
population; 


(2) entry of the International Red Cross and the Salvadorean representatives 
of the Green Cross into the temporary refuges to be able to assist the 
displaced; 


(3) that both the Salvadorean armed forces and the FMLN humanise the conflict 
and diminish impact on the civilian population in line with accords signed by 
both parties; 


(4) that bombing attacks against the civilian population on the part of the 
Salvadorean armed forces cease immediately; 


(5) that the good offices of the Central American presidents, the Contadora 
group, and the Organization of American States be used to promote the 
reopening of negotiations between the government of El Salvador and the 
FMLN. This should occur in a context of international verification which 
would ensure implementation. 


Furthermore, we call on the government of El Salvador to: 


(6) immediately cease their campaign of persecution against churches and 
other groups engaged in humanitarian and human rights work on behalf of the 
Salvadorean people; 


(7) begin negotiations with the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front to 
cease hostilities immediately and return to the negotiating table. 


We hope and pray that you will consider this appeal and do all that is in your 
power to ensure peace with justice for El Salvador and its people. 


REReEKXKKKK KK KKK 


... We have been deeply disturbed by the tragic conditions of war in the 
region. At the same time we know that presidents of all countries in Central 
America have fervently worked to achieve peace and put an end to war. We do, 
however, recognize that this peace has been hard to achieve. This is 
saddening particularly when it is a fact that the majority of the peoples in 
the region live the consequences of the war which are poverty, destitution, 
economic situation, unemployment, political instability, etc. 


We do believe that peace is the aspiration of most or all the peoples. Tttste 
our view that only a full and lasting peace will enable the enormous problems 


confronting your nations and its peoples to be resolved. We are equally 
convinced that such peace must be the fruit of justice among and between 
people in your nations. Also we know that such peace must require all 


external forces to disengage themselves from the region. Only by this means 
can the nations of Central America regain their sovereignty. 


... We uphold you in our prayers. May God guide you and inspire you to find 
ways of peace that the forces of death and destruction will yield to the 
forces of life, peace, and love among the people of the region. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.74 ::: ECUTEXT: WCC Statement on Sri Lanka 


[This statement was issued by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches on 6 December. ] 


The World Council of Churches is deeply distressed over the continuing 
violence in all parts of Sri Lanka, the terrible human suffering, the 
breakdown of normal life and the widespread atmosphere of fear. The council 
understands that the causes of this deplorable situation are a breakdown of 
the democratic process during the last decade, the ethnic conflict which was 
the consequence of the failure to appreciate the pluralistic nature of Sri 
Lankan society, and the lack of a just and fair sharing of economic resources 
and opportunities. The Council urges: 


(1) - respect for human life, the exercise of restraint and the abandoning 
of all violence as a means of solving problems; the lifting of all laws and 
regulations which vitiate the basic rights and security of individual 
persons; and the start of a truly democratic process of consultation and 
sharing of political power in which all groups can take part; 


(2) - a determined effort to build Sri Lanka as a pluralistic nation and the 
full implementation of the process already begun towards devolution of 
political power within the framework of one, united Sri _ Lanka; [and] a 
concerted effort towards the establishment and maintenance of peace and 
normalcy in the North and East after the departure of the Indian Peace Keeping 
Force, by all Tamil militant groups as well as by the government of Sri Lanka 
in a spirit of co-operation; [and] 


(3) - a new socio-economic policy that assures justice so that the poorest 
sections of the population may be given a fair share of the resources and the 
opportunities of the nation. 


... [The WCC assures] all people of Sri Lanka of its genuine concern and of 
its continued prayers for an end to the present time of great suffering and 
for a future of peace and justice; ... [and it assures] the churches in Sri 
Lanka of support for their stand for human rights, justice and reconciliation 
as well as for their efforts to minister to those who suffer and are in need 
because of the present turmoil. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.75 ::: ECUTEXT: US Church Leaders on El Salvador 


[This statement was released (29 November) by nine US church leaders - 
Reformed (PCUSA), Anglican (Episcopal), Lutheran (ELCA), Disciples, Mennonite, 
Brethren, Baptist (ABC), and ecumenical (NCC).] 


We ... declare our outrage over the deliberate and calculated campaign by 
government forces in El Salvador to intimidate and harass the churches in that 
country. ... We believe action of the United States government to date has not 
been sufficient to bring about any significant change in the behaviour of the 
Salvadoran government. 


--. The focus at this moment must be on the immediate cessation of hostilities 
directed at the churches, including the release of all those now being held in 
detention. We assure the churches in El Salvador of our prayers and support. 
We intend to spare no effort to protect our brothers and sisters from further 
persecution. This gross injustice must stop. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.76::: ECUTEXT: Statement by East German Church Leaders 


[This text was released 8 December by the Conference of Evangelical [Lutheran 
and United] Church Leaders in the DDR (East Germany). Lutheran Bishop Werner 
Leich is president of the conference.] 


Dear fellow citizens and fellow Christians, 


Just now the days are filled with hopes and fears. By common action a peaceful 
revolution has been brought about. Prayers for peace have carried the spirit 
of reconciliation into the demonstrations. That spirit has fostered 
non-violence and a concern for peace. That is something for which we are 
grateful. What has been achieved must now be safeguarded from dangers. We ask 
that we may continue to be governed by tke spirit of reconciliation. 


How will things develop till the free elections? On no account can the 
processes needed for the orderly maintenance of life in our country be allowed 
to break down. The country must remain governable. The supply system must 
operate. The economy should not be further weakened. Our currency cannot be 
further put at risk. 


When all is said, the value of our work is what backs up our money. Medical 
and social aid must continue to be guaranteed for all. Peace in society must 
be buttressed. Each of us has a responsibility for this in our own sphere of 
life with the work we do and our political involvement. 


Only sound judgment and sober-mindedness will help us on. The first steps on 
the new road are decisive. If we stumble and fall now we shall not be able to 
reach our destination. Not our wishful thinking but work done responsibly is 
what will now help us. The peaceful revolution must not be endangered. 


The round table discussions have begun. The round table has an important task 
to perform. It is trying to bridge over the transitional period till the free 
elections. Its aim is to bring together the political forces in our society to 
undertake joint responsibility for the steps that are now necessary. Its 
purpose is to prepare what the people themselves have to decide in free 
elections and referenda. 


At this time, we have to show both respect for the dignity of the other and 
the will to stand together. Despite our anger at the disclosure of violence, 
falsehood and the misappropriation of funds, we must not lapse into hatred and 
thoughts of revenge. Respect for human dignity is indivisible. Even the guilty 
ones still have a share in it. No one, not even ourselves, can wash their 
hands in innocence. 


As an Evangelical Church we say that of ourselves. Years ago we were already 
saying things openly when many were still silent. But often too we were silent 
when we should have spoken. Neither the constant hunt in our society for those 
who bore the main guilt nor their open condemnation exonerates. They cannot be 
allowed to obstruct a realistic vision for the present. Only the spirit of 
reconciliation can free us to solve the problems of the present courageously 
and seize the opportunity for the future. 


We have sensed signs of the spirit of reconciliation in the last few weeks. 
Let us hold fast to these and give solid backing to non-violence and a concern 
for peace. We trust in God. He will bring us to our destination. May his peace 
always be with us all. [EPS] 


( 
. 
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EPS 90.01.77 ::: ECUITEXT: Ecumenical Text on Sri Lanka 


[The following statement was issued by the National Christian Council of Sri 
Lanka at its last annual general meeting. 


[About 17 million people live in Sri Lanka. About three quarters of them are 
ethnic Sinhalese. Most of the rest - about a fifth - are ethnic Tamils. 


[In terms of religion, about 70 percent of the population is Buddhist, about 
15 percent is Hindu. The remaining 15 percent consists of Muslims and 
Christians in roughly equal numbers. ] 


The National Christian Council is grievously distressed and alarmed at the 
continuously and rapidly-sharpening crisis of violence throughout the country. 


This council has consistently held a vision of Sri Lanka which is inspired and 
informed by unshakeable conviction of the primacy, under God, of love in human 
relationships. 


Genuine democracy, we firmly hold, is the dispensation most conducive to the 
attainment of that vision, for democracy is committed to justice and peace 
which abhors all discrimination between citizens. 


It is tenacious of the common good and decries promotion of advantage or 
profit and the fostering of the greed for power of any individual or group or 
party to the detriment of that good. 


The specific causes of the current epidemic of violence are to be found 
primarily in the unresolved political and ethnic issues, economic 
marginalisation of the general mass of the people, and the alienation of a 
Significant section of youth in our land. 


The ethnic tensions arise from inveterate discrimination against the Tamils, 
and the fears of the Sinhala majority. 


We earnestly recommend that the state fully implement the devolution programme 
without delay and in the spirit of the objective of a proportionate sharing of 
power and resources among all communities. 


And we strongly urge the leadership of the various groups in the minority 
communities to abandon violent confrontation and negotiate a sharing of power 
within the democratic institutional framework. 


The economic and social marginalisation of the general mass of the people has 
resulted from policies of 'development' which have left the poor poorer, with 
the most indigent decile [financially least-well-off tenth] of the population 
now receiving only 0.5 percent of the national income. 


Those specific causes have themselves been the result of the growth, under 
successive governments, of policies and practices abhorrent to democracy. 


... [These include] unprincipled pursuit of partisan goals, greed for power, 
including excessive centralisation and reluctance to share it through 
devolution, and the exploitation of it to promote the selfish interests of 
party and party supporters, [coupled] with callous neglect of minorities and 


of areas represented largely by parties opposed to successive governments. 
[over] 


sri lanka/2 


Bribery and corruption have gone for the most part unchecked, with small fry 
netted while cunning or ‘'protected' sharks have got away. 


Spiralling cost-of-living, unemployment and under-employment, with their 
attendant poverty, misery, and desperation, have given rise to violent 
upheavals, bringing in their train widespread destruction of property, 
abductions, rape, maiming, shooting, killing, disruption of civil 
administration, transport, port and hospital services, education and commerce, 
and the imposition of a severe strain on resources at home and abroad. 


The effects of the current situation of violence are especially disastrous for: 


(a) the children, denied of their inalienable rights for education and an 
atmosphere of stability and security; 


(b) the young, denied opportunities for education and employment, frustrated 
and liable to opt for violence themselves or to be press-ganged by violent 
groups; 


(c) the sick, especially those needing hospitalisation, but are denied the 
facility through stoppage of work by medical staff at various levels. 


Even in times of war treatment of the sick is not suspended and all parties to 
domestic conflict should - as, indeed, is recognised by United Nations 
Convention — ensure that medical attention is not denied. 


We appeal with all emphasis that these three most vulnerable groups should 
immediately have their situation amended. 


It is only a rapid and realistic response by the government to the political, 
economic, and social problems of the people that will build confidence between 
the mass of the people and the political leadership of the country. 


It is crucial that the government create a proper climate for an all-party 
conference through negotiations leading to a cessation of hostilities, which 
would permit all groups to participate in such an exercise. 


It is only with commitment to such democratic responses, including, if public 
opinion appears so to demand, a fresh general election and amendment of the 
constitution, that a stable environment of peace and national solidarity can 
be achieved. 


In that event it will no longer be necessary for a foreign peace-keeping force 
to continue on our soil. 


Whole-hearted commitment to peace and democratic socialism by all, together 
with a spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation is the indispensable basis for 
national regeneration. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.78 ::: ECUVIEW: New Role for Church in DDR (William Downey) 
[This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service. ] 


The church in the DDR (East Germany) has emerged as among the few institutions 
with enough stability and moral authority to aid the transition to a new civic 
order. And ironically, the church is also ministering to people whose lives 
have been given to Marxism but who now find that world collapsing around them. 


Observers also note the new activism of the Roman Catholic Church in the DDR, 
where most Christians - at least nominally about 40 percent of the population 
of about 16 million - belong to one of the eight Evangelical Landeskirchen 
(United or Lutheran regional churches). 


Traditionally, Evangelical representatives have been more involved than their 
Roman Catholic counterparts in the political scene. Evangelical churches have 
opened their buildings and provided a kind of protection over the past months 
for those who now make up many of the opposition groups. Several opposition 
leaders are Evangelical pastors. 


In contrast, the Roman Catholic Church has operated on the principle, ‘the 
small way for the small flock', and has generally refrained from open 
participation in political or state matters. 


But, at the end of November, both Evangelical and Roman Catholic leaders 
accepted an invitation from seven opposition groups to invite representatives 
from a wide array of organizations and parties to sit down together to discuss 
the nation's political future. 


The ‘round table' held (7 December) in an Evangelical conference and office 
building, set up a commission to prepare constitutional changes, and a new law 
that will provide for free elections, scheduled for 6 May. The Roman Catholic 
bishop of Berlin, Georg Sterzinsky, said church representatives were at the 
table not as a political party but as a catalyst to promote dialogue. 


Although their mediating role on the round table is the most dramatic act, DDR 
church representatives are working in other ways to help the nation deal with 
the crises that grow from a government in chaos and institutions severely 
undercut by the exodus of millions during the past few months. 


On a parish level, the church is ministering quietly to help keep rising anger 
among citizens from spilling over into violence and to provide pastoral care 
for those confused by the rapid changes. 


Important church voices are being heard urging DDR people not to give up on 
the attempt to seek a form of democratic socialism these leaders feel would be 
an improvement over both the current DDR system and Western capitalism. 


The Evangelical Landeskirchen have developed a moral authority because under 
Marxism they have not been too close to the establishment. Because active 
church membership has often involved disadvantages in school and on the job, 
Christians have earned respect for their sincerity and integrity. 


Pastoral care is a vital part of the churches' role in the current crisis. 
Many of those seeking help have been active in the ruling Marxist party, said 
pastors who have met to discuss the issue of pastoral care. Some report 
suicides among former party loyalists. While such cases might be extreme, 
they represent the frustration and anger experienced by many East Germans, 
according to reports from clergy. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.79 ::: ECUVIEW: ‘Little-Noticed DDR Changes (William Downey) 
[This item is abridged and adapted from New York-based Religious News Service.] 


Almost unnoticed amid headlines in recent weeks about the DDR (East Germany) 
have been major changes which go a long way towards eliminating what 
historically have been major points of friction in DDR church-state relations. 


For one thing, a revised text has also been proposed for the promise made 
during the official ‘youth dedication' ceremony (which religious leaders have 
likened to a secular confirmation). The new text eliminates references to the 
struggle of the international proletariat and the need to defend socialism 
from fascist attacks. . 


One symbol of deep changes in education is the disappearance of a special 
greeting that had begun every class. Teachers used to greet pupils with 'For 
peace and socialism be prepared'. The reply was ‘Always prepared'. Teachers 
also no longer have to lead the official Young Pioneer groups for older 
children and young teens. 


And the official FDJ youth movement has announced the end of its ties to the 
ruling party. Active FDJ membership has been a prerequisite for a good job 
and higher education. Church youth groups have provided the main competition, 
and Christian youth who shunned the organization were disadvantaged. 


The strong emphasis on Marxism-Leninism, and glorification of the military, 
climaxing in military instruction for older pupils, have long been points of 
church-state tension. The major DDR church body, the Bund (the federation of 
eight United and Lutheran regional churches), has sought to eliminate these 
subjects from the school curriculum. In early November, the education 
ministry said such education would be suspended for the school year. Church 
officials expect the suspension to turn into abolition. 


And the civics curriculum is being revised to include environmental issues, 
health and peace concerns, and preparation for marriage and family life. The 
revisions were detailed at a mid-November day-long meeting between Bund and 
State education representatives. Western media reported that DDR church 
officials said they were told texts and teaching plans are being revised to 
eliminate all elements intended to bring students to dedicate themselves to 
Marxism. 


Some of those who began compulsory military service last November have since 
been discharged from the army to do alternative service in government 
hospitals. This was to make up for major losses of medical personnel who were 
among the estimated 300 000 East Germans who left for the West in 1989. 


Representatives of the church-related DDR Diakonisches Werk organization, said 
they were told by the health minister that those doing alternative service had 
been drafted as ‘construction soldiers'. They were given the opportunity to 
be discharged and do alternative service if they agreed to work in the 
government hospitals, according to the church officials. 


In the past, DDR Quakers, Mennonites, and Jehovah's Witnesses were usually 
granted status as conscientious objectors, though such a status had no basis 
in DDR law. The Bund and others have long tried to make alternative service 
outside the military possible for other conscientious objectors as well. DDR 
practice has been that those who object to bearing arms can serve in military 
"construction brigades', but there has been no alternative for those rejecting 
military service totally. Some objectors have been jailed. [EPS] 
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NCCK-mission conference, as well as the text of the presentation by Canaan 
Banana (EPS 90.01.53). 
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interview with WCC general secretary Emilio Castro (12 January, in Geneva) 
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from WCC/JPIC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.80 ::: ECUMENICAL DELEGATION VISITS ROMANIA 


Following the return to Geneva of the four members of an ecumenical delegation 
to Romania [EPS 90.01.72] they established that the early emergency phase was 
completed by early January. The interim government had released to shops food 
stocks that had formerly been allocated for export. The team included Matthew 
Stevenson of the commission on inter-church aid, refugee and world service 
(CICARWS) of the WCC, Jean Fischer, general secretary of the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC), Hans Schmocker, CEC inter-church aid, and Brian 
Neldner, associate director for service programmes of the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) department of world service. 


In a joint report published in Geneva, members of the pastoral team note that 
churches and related agencies now need to deploy their available resources 
towards mid- and long-term rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes. They 
indicated 'with satisfaction that the member churches in Romania had exercised 
a large degree of self-reliance in organizing immediate action and programmes 
of support and assistance to those most affected by the tragic events’. 


They also pointed out the need for their organizations’ member churches in 
Romania to gather their forces during the quieter period following the 
revolution, in order to reorganize the life and witness of the churches [EPS 
90.01.90] 


The delegation anticipated that within the changed situation in Romania, many 
new ministries and activities will open for churches in areas where they have 
not been permitted to participate for 45 years. Among them are leadership 
training of pastors and priests and social action and participation in the 
reconstruction of society. 


The report expresses the hope that all efforts will be ‘undertaken in an 
ecumenical spirit, manifesting church unity'. A continuing pastoral role for 
the ecumenical movement was seen as a priority by the visiting team. 


During their four-day stay in the country (30 December-2 January), they were 
in contact with representatives of the Romanian Orthodox Church, the 
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession, the Evangelical Synodal 
Presbyterian Church of the Augsburg Confession, the Reformed Church and the 
United Theological Institute, in Bucarest, Sibiu and Cluj. 


During a meeting with H.B. Patriarch Teoctist a 'frank exchange of views took 
place as to the responsibility of the churches in Romania’. All agreed that 
much effort would be needed to restore links between churches in the 
ecumenical fellowship, 'which had been strained to the point of breaking in 
the past two years'. 


Patriarch Teoctist informed the team that during the emergency period clergy 
and lay persons were mobilised to minister to the sick, the wounded and to the 
families of victims of the revolution. He said that in each congregation there 
were initiatives to 'revive the simple diaconal work of distributing food and 
clothing, and to offer shelter to those in need’. 


Throughout the visit the ecumenical delegation participated in worship and 
church services, some of them broadcast, for the first time ever, on Romanian 
radio and television. Prior to the fall of Ceausescu all formal or official 
statements were heavily censored, deleting 'unsuitable' passages. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.81 ::: CHURCH LEADERS VISIT ETHIOPIA 


During his official visit to member churches in Ethiopia (16-21 January), WCC 
general secretary Emilio Castro also met with high government officials, and 
the general secretary of the Office of African Unity (OAU), Salim Salim. He 
and his three-member delegation of Geneva-based staff, also discussed 
cooperation with the Relief .and Rehabilitation Council (RRC). This is 
Castro's first official visit to Ethiopia, since he became WCC general 
secretary at the beginning of 1985. The invitation was extended by the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) and the Ethiopian Evangelical Mekane Yesus 
Church. 


In a message issued on the day of arrival in Addis Ababa, Castro noted the 
pastoral nature of his visit. He said that as one of the first Orthodox 
churches to join the WCC after its formation, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
(EOC) brought its ancient and rich history to the ecumenical movement as a 
unique contribution. The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (ECMY) 
joined the WCC about a decade ago. 


The WCC central committee met in Addis Ababa in 1971. Castro noted that it 
was there that major decisions had been made to support liberation movements 
in Southern Africa. It also took new initiatives on studies of human rights, 
he said. 


Castro hopes to discuss with church leaders and government authorities the 
current famine situation, especially in the northern parts of Ethiopia. A 
round-table meeting with related relief and rehabilitation agencies is 
scheduled to take place. 


‘The WCC is aware of the particular difficulties in extending humanitarian 
assistance to several parts of northern Ethiopia. -We have followed closely 
the discussions between the government and church organizations in this 
country’, he said and continued to express the hope that ways would be found 
to ensure that all affected people are reached at the earliest. The WCC 
pledges commitment to provide whatever assistance it can in facilitating this. 


Castro expressed WCC support for peace efforts: "We hope that peace 
negotiations currently undertaken by ex-President Jimmy Carter and 
ex-President Julius Nyerere will lead to a successful settlement which will 
ensure the best interests of the nation and justice for all concerned. 


"The WCC believes that peaceful solutions have to be sought to the conflicts’, 
he said, 'the churches inside and outside may be able to play a useful role.' 


In another development, and in response to an invitation from the leaders of 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ethiopia and 
the Roman Catholic Church there, Canadian church leaders are visiting Ethiopia 
this month (13-21 January). The Canadian Council of Churches says that a 
major emphasis of the delegation will be to encourage efforts for peace in 
Ethiopia and make an assessment of the new famine threatening starvation for 
about four million people. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.82 ::: CONSULTATION SPEAKS ON PLURALITY (by Marlin VanElderen) 


If Christians are 'to understand the profound religious experiences which they 
witness in the lives of people of other faiths' and 'to articulate their own 
experience in a way that will be understood by people of other faiths', they 
need ‘a more adequate theology of religions’. 


That conviction lay behind an ecumenical consultation in the central Swiss 
town of Baar from 9-15 January. The WCC subunit on Dialogue with People of 
Living Faiths organized the meeting as part of its study of 'the theological 
significance of peoples of other faiths'. Twenty-one Orthodox, Protestant and 
Roman Catholic theologians and specialists in other related disciplines from 
15 countries attended, including theologians related to the Pontifical Council 
for Interreligious Dialogue. During the meeting the participants drafted a 
2500-word document on ‘Religious Plurality: Theological Perspectives and 
Affirmations’. 


Since 1971, when the WCC Central Committee described interfaith dialogue as 
‘the common adventure of the churches', acceptance of ‘dialogue in community' 
with neighbours of other faiths as an ecumenical priority has been widespread. 
But consensus has not been forthcoming on what the WCC's 1979 Guidelines on 
Dialogue called the unavoidable question of the place of people of other 
faiths 'in the activity of God in history’. 


Sharp disagreements emerged when the WCC's Fifth and Sixth Assemblies (Nairobi 
1975 and Vancouver 1983) sought to speak about this issue; and after Vancouver 
the Dialogue subunit decided to make it a point of concentration for its work. 
In so doing the subunit has, besides sponsoring the Baar consultation, 
collected and analysed responses to a study guide, My Neighbour's Faith -- and 
Mine, which it published in 1986 and has distributed (in 16 languages) to 
congregations and groups around the world. 


Discussions at Baar - and the consultation document - focussed on three 
issues: a theological understanding of religious plurality, Christology and 
religious plurality, and the Holy Spirit and religious plurality. 


The text sees the starting point for a theological understanding of religious 
plurality as ‘faith in the one God who created all things ..., God of all 
nations and peoples, whose love and compassion include all humankind'. People 
of all times and everywhere, responding to God's presence and activity among 
them, ‘have given their witness to their encounters with the living God. In 
this testimony they speak both of seeking and of having found salvation, or 
wholeness, or enlightenment, or divine guidance, or rest, or liberation.' 


Taking that seriously, according to the document, means acknowledging ‘that 
among all the nations and people there has always been the saving presence of 
God'. Noting that Christians testify 'to the salvation we have experienced 
through Christ', the participants quote the warning in the report of the WCC's 
world conference on mission and evangelism in San Antonio last year that 'we 
cannot set limits to the saving power of God'. 


Religious plurality results from 'the manifold ways in which God has related 
to peoples and nations' and manifests ‘the richness and diversity of 
humankind', the report says. It affirms that 'God has been present in the 
seeking and finding' of other religious traditions; that the ‘truth and wisdom 
in their teachings and love and holiness in their living ... [are] the gift of 
the Holy Spirit'; and that 'God is with them as they struggle, along with us, 
for justice and liberation'. [over] 


religious plurality/2 


Not to take seriously ‘the many and diverse religious testimonies' among the 
peoples of the world ‘amounts to disowning the biblical testimony to God as 
creator of all things and father of humankind'. Thus the report sees religious 
plurality ‘not so much as an obstacle to be overcome, but rather as an 
opportunity for deepening our encounter with God and with our neighbours as we 
await the fulfilment when "God will be all in all" (1 Corinthians 15:28)'. 


At the same time, the report insists that any adequate theology of religions 
will recognize ‘ambiguity in the religious ttraditions' and the ‘human 
wickedness and folly that is present in all religious communities'. Noting the 
frequent use of religion 'to support systems of oppression and exclusion’, 
‘disobedience to spiritual insight' and ‘failure to live in accordance with 
the highest ideals', it says ‘we are continually challenged by the Spirit to 
discern the wisdom and purposes of God'. 


In a section on Christology, the participants ‘affirm that in Jesus Christ, 
the incarnate Word, the entire human family has been united to God in an 
irrevocable bond and covenant. The saving presence of God's activity in all 
creation and human history comes to its focal point in the event of Christ.' 
But, they add, ‘because we have seen and experienced goodness, truth and 
holiness among followers of other paths and ways than that of Jesus Christ 
-.-, ‘we find ourselves recognizing a need to move beyond a theology which 
confines salvation to the explicit personal commitment to Jesus Christ'. 


According to the document, the saving mystery of God, whose universal 
dimension is disclosed in the cross and resurrection, ‘is mediated and 
expressed in many and various ways as God's plan unfolds towards its 
fulfilment. It may be available to those outside the fold of Christ in ways we 
cannot understand, as they live faithful and truthful lives in their concrete 
circumstances and in the framework of the religious traditions which guide and 
inspire them.' 


Speaking of the activity, freedom, nurturing power, energies and fruits of God 
the Holy Spirit, the text affirms that the Spirit ‘has been at work in the 
life and traditions of peoples of living faiths'; that ‘it is within the realm 
of the Spirit that we may be able to interpret the truth and goodness of other 
religions'; and that ‘the Holy Spirit, the Interpreter of Christ and of our 
own Scriptures, will lead us to understand afresh the deposit of the faith 
already given to us, and into fresh and unexpected discovery of new wisdom and 
insight, as we learn more from our neighbours of other faiths’. 


In a final section, the document appeals for a ‘dialogical theology' in which 
dialogue with people of other faiths and engagement for human liberation will 
become ‘a source and basis for theological work’. : 


The title of the Baar document makes clear that participants did not see it as 
‘an ecumenical theology of religions' but rather as a statement of some 
"theological perspectives and affirmations' which can help to advance 
ecumenical discussion of this issue - in the first instance at the WCC's 
Seventh Assembly (Canberra 1991). 


WCC Dialogue subunit director Wesley Ariarajah suggested that the statement, 
along with papers from and preparatory materials for the Baar consultation, 
may also be published later this year. He hopes further that, following the 
Assembly, the WCC will convene a larger group of theologians from a wider 
range of countries and theological traditions to state, in a more detailed and 
systematic fashion, ecumenical theological affirmations on Christianity and 
other faiths. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.83 ::: ROMANIA: THE WCC AND THE CHURCHES DURING THE SILENT YEARS 


[The following, edited interview with WCC general secretary Emilio Castro is a 
response to the 'Letter of Peace' (EPS 90.01.90) which the Holy Synod of the 
Romanian Orthodox Church sent (10 January 1990) to ‘the Churches, 
international Christian organizations and to all our Romanian brothers and 
sisters living abroad'. Emilio Castro explains the World Council's role 
regarding the churches in Romania during the Ceausescu dictatorship. ] 


[Q: The statement of repentance issued by the Synod acknowledges that the 
church in Romania did not have the courage of martyrs to speak publicly about 
the sufferings of the Romanian people. How do you react?] 


EC: With a sense of gratitude to the fact that the Synod of the Orthodox 
Church is considering the present situation seriously. It has accepted a 
lesson from the past and looks to the future. The Romanian people, as a 

nation, and the Romanian believers, in relation to the Church there, now need 
a period of self-analysis, a period of thinking together about the present, 
the past and the future. 


As a result of that thinking and analysis, I believe that, besides this letter 
of repentance, there will also be expressions of missionary intent for the 
future, decisions that will have consequences at different levels in the life 
of Romanians generally and in the life of the Church. So we see this document 
of the Holy Synod as a first reaction, two weeks after the main event, and as 
part of a process of self-analysis and renewal of the Church that still needs 
to be developed to the fullest. 


[Q: What about the World Council of Churches and the way it supported the 
Romanian churches in the past, during the Ceausescu years? Is there room for 
repentance as well?] 


EC: Repentance is part of our Christian faith. We need to be humble enough to 
receive God's judgments and God's mercy. If repentance means something more 
specific in this case, I don't think that applies. We never praised the 
Ceausescu regime, we never affirmed that he was an instrument of God's purpose 
in history - on the contrary, we have been critical of the regime. During our 
last Central Committee (Moscow, July 1989) we documented the international 
expressions of concern and criticisms in relation to Romania, by Unesco, by 
the Commission on Human Rights of the United Nations, etc. 


Over the years, we have tried to take advantage of every opportunity of 
relating to the churches in Romania to call on them to recognise the difficult 
territory on which they were treading. Before the final events last December, 
I. intervened with the [then] Romanian government, and with churches, 
interceding for the situation of Pastor Laszl6 Tokés [EPS 89.11.69]. I 
protested when he was not allowed to be pastor of his local church and when he 
was forced to leave. We were following events and tried to be as helpful as we 
could to the Romanian people. That we could have done much more - surely, 
that is always a possibility, and if we could do it better, we will do better 
in the future. 


[Q: Before making public statements on a particular political situation, WCC 
policy is usually to consult with WCC member churches in the country in 
question. Is this policy being challenged in the case of Romania?] 


EC: The World Council of Churches is a council of churches - so our main 
responsibility is to help the churches in every local situation, to be 
faithful to our vocation of proclaiming the gospel of justice, peace, 
reconciliation. We will always confront a local situation with the question, 
how do we help that church to be a faithful follower of Jesus Christ? [over] 
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Sometimes that is done through confrontation, through an actual statement of 
disagreement. Or we suffer the pain with those churches in their actual 
predicament. I will not here mention other situations in the world today 
where we would like to shout in protest because of the way Christians are 
being treated, because we are sensitive to the plight of those Christians and 
to the interreligious peace in those particular countries. We keep silent but 
we steadily try to help the churches and the people of those countries to 
overcome those situations of oppression. 3 


In relation to Romania we tried to apply a methodology that we thought was 
appropriate at that particular moment. I hope that the Romanian people will be 
able to recognise that ecumenical solidarity with the people was not absent 
during these long years of dictatorship in that nation. In every situation 
where our action is needed, we must consider what strategy to apply. 


[Q: Was there a WCC strategy for silent diplomacy during the Ceausescu years? ] 


EC: It was both silence and not silence. We spoke about the situation in 
Romania, in Moscow. We avoided to address our own objections to the other 
denunciations of the situation which were cited in our statement. It was an 
attempt to give the churches of Romania a chance to fight together with their 
people to overcome their situation from inside. In our conversations with 
Romanian people they were saying to us, we will not be ready to change the 
situation until the Romanian people come openly into the street, because there 
is a limit to international solidarity. The Hungarians in 1956 and the 
Czechoslovakians in 1968 were finally left alone when the moment of truth 
came. Our Romanian friends were saying, we will do the necessary, but give us 
time, give us time. 


[Q: Central Committee has discussed the situation in Romania twice - in 
Hanover (1988) and in Moscow (1989). The actions or statements, or lack of 
statements, resulting from these meetings have been criticised by some. 
Critics suggest that the actions have not been strong enough to respond to 
human rights violations in Romania. How do you react to this criticism?] 


EC: I accept that criticism. I think it is correct: I think we didn't speak 
strongly enough, that is clear. That was the price we thought we needed to 
pay in order to help the human rights situation inside Romania. 


I said in Moscow that [organizations such as Amnesty International], which 
denounce case by case, courageously, with names, announce the violation of 
human rights everywhere, are a blessing. We praise God for that, and we 
support the work of Amnesty International with our prayers, our sympathy and 
our resources. It is the gift of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
to work with the victims of conflicts in a silent manner, with the engagement 
that they will never criticise a government, a country, a particular 
situation. 


We believe that the particular contribution of the World Council which adds to 
what Amnesty, the Red Cross, the United Nations, and many other groups of 
goodwill are doing, is to strengthen the churches inside those oppressive 
situations and to give to them the courage to participate in the 
transformation of their societies. Have we been successful? That now belongs 
to public opinion. It is not up to us to praise ourselves. We have been 
concentrating on Romania here. But what about the German Democratic Republic? 
We dealt in exactly the same way in relation to the churches of that nation 
and out of those churches came the liberation struggle of that country. Why 
don't people speak about Poland? Surely criticism is correct about our 
statements in Hanover and in Moscow, and I accept that; but what we did should 
be understood as one modus operandi that tried to be faithful to our main 
responsibility for the sake of the people concerned in that situation. [EPS] 
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Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.84 ::: JPIC BETWEEN THE FLOOD AND THE RAINBOW 


"We are living between the flood and the rainbow: between the threats to life, 
on the one side, and God's promise for a new earth and a new heaven on the 
other' states the introduction to the draft document on Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation (JPIC). ‘Ours is a time of profound crises, the 
catastrophic climax of which probably lies ahead', it continues. 


"Between the Flood and the Rainbow' is the title of the 52-page revised draft 
document for the WCC Convocation on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation (JPIC), to take place in Seoul, Korea (5-13 March 1990). It is to 
provide the discussion basis and wundergird decisions from 550 church 
representatives expected there, on global issues of justice and peace. 


Together with about 500 other participants, they will chart strategies for 
joint action in the struggle against threats to life. The world convocation 
was initiated at the last WCC assembly, in Vancouver (Canada) in 1983. The 
Roman Catholic church has participated in the preparatory process and the 
Vatican has decided to send 20 consultants to Seoul. 


The preparatory document covers three main parts. The 'spirit of the times' 
presents the faith perspective on the basis of which Christians reflect upon 
the world. Eight affirmations include issues such as equality of races and 
peoples, Gods's particular concern for the poor, and God's sovereignty over 
every human form of power. After debate in Seoul, they will be presented for 
adoption by the convocation. And the third part of the document consists of 
the three main issues for 'covenanting'. 


For the churches to make a covenant as an expression of commitment, is to be a 
major focus of the JPIC convocation. The WCC central committee at its last 
session in Moscow (July 1989) decided on three issues: the protection of the 
earth's atmosphere, the world economic order and the debt crisis, and security 
systems and de-militarisation. 


‘Acts of covenanting' are modelled on the scriptures: people coming together 
at critical moments in history in a ceremony called '‘'the renewal of the 
covenant' of the people of God. The JPIC draft document notes how in renewing 
the covenant they usually challenged the prevailing structures of power and 
identified the non-negotiable elements of their common affirmation of faith. 
A crucial element was the elimination of idolatry. 


Proposed acts of covenanting in the document include the abolition of nuclear 
deterrence, the withdrawal of military bases and troops from foreign 
countries, and the move from the traditional understanding of a ‘just war' to 
the needed 'just peace' doctrine. 


Acts of covenanting will include among others a proposal for an international 
treaty to protect the atmosphere; the banning of the use of chlorofluoro- 
carbons; a search for models of alternative ways to grow, market and consume 
food; a search for a political economy based on justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation; cancellation of the debts of poorer countries; a 
Special Fund to Combat the Debt Crisis and ‘economic literacy campaigns' for 
church members. 


The JPIC document was circulated to the 307 WCC member churches and other 
churches and ecumenical bodies last June. The revised draft reflects more than 
250 responses received from all continents. Critiques covered theological, 
structural and issue approaches. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.85 ::: MIDDLE EAST: UNITY OF SPIRIT — BONDS OF PEACE 


Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Protestant/Episcopal 
churches in the Middle East are sending representatives to the Fifth General 
Assembly of the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC). About two hundred 
delegates are expected to attend the assembly in Nicosia, Cyprus from 22-29 
January, 1990. This will be the first time in fifteen centuries that all the 
churches in the Middle East have joined in an ecumenical gathering. 


Roman Catholic churches formally became members in the MECC last March. Before 
that date they participated in assemblies as observers and consultants. 


The assembly theme is 'Keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bonds of Peace’, 
from the Apostle Paul's letter to the Ephesians. Chosen to address the 
concern within the region for unity and peace, it is also meant as a reminder 
to churches that their work for peace and unity is a faithful response to the 
call of Christ: to be one, and to be peacemakers. 


The MECC general assembly - its ultimate authority - meets every four years. 
The last one took place in Cyprus in 1985. Four new presidents are to be 
elected this month, representing each of the four church communions which make 
up the MECC. 


Interfaith dialogue, justice and peace in Lebanon, Palestine and Cyprus, 
church renewal and steps towards increasing unity among the churches are among 
items on which policy directions will be determined in Nicosia. 


Emilio Castro, the general secretary of the World Council of Churches will 
address the assembly. Other guests representing the ecumenical movement will 
include All Africa Conference of Churches' general secretary, José 
Chipenda. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.86 ::: OLDEST PRAYER WEEK IN CENTRAL EUROPE 

Around one million Christians took part in daily prayer meetings held in 4700 
places throughout Germany (BDR and DDR), Switzerland and Austria this month 
(7-14 Jan). The Evangelical Alliance's Week of Prayer has been observed since 
the beginning of the movement in the mid-19th century. In Berlin, the week 
began with a special sign of fellowship across the recently opened wall, which 
had divided the city since 1961. Evangelical Alliance in East Germany general 
secretary Manfred Kern (East Berlin) addressed a meeting in West Berlin. He 
called for closer cooperation between evangelicals on either side of the: 
border. The leader of the Protestant Churches in Germany (BDR) bishop Martin 
Kruse gave a bible message in East Berlin. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.87 ::: HUNGARY: COMMITTEE FOR RELIEF COORDINATION 

The Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary is a member of a coordinating 
committee to deal with foreign aid contributions intended for ethnic 
Hungarians caught up in the violence in Romania. Formed at the end of 
December, the committee also includes the Hungarian Red Cross, the 'Malteser 
Hilfsdienst' [a Roman Catholic diaconal service], and members of the Ministry 
of Transport and Telecommunications. Coordination of services includes the 
handling of donations from’ individuals and enterprises. It also coordinates 
aid for Romania together with foreign church organizations. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.88 ;::: PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


David Asante Dartey a Reformed (Presbyterian) minister, is the new general 
secretary of the Chritian Council of Ghana. He succeeds A.K. Zormelo. 
Dartey was acting general secretary during 1989. 


Eija Kontti is the first woman to be elected a diocesan ‘theologian 
assessor' in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Finland. She: serves in 
Helsinki diocese. 


Heikki Ellonen and Matti Kaukinen won the 1989 Information Prize from 
Information Centre of the Evanvelical Lutheran Church in Finland for their tv 
documentary programme about the Ingrians, 'The People of Destroyed Churches.' 
Ingrians are a minority nationality related to the Finns who suffered in the 
Soviet Union under Stalin. 


¢ 

The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity has appointed Sister 
Monica Cooney, smsm as a consultant to the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism at the World Council of Churches in Geneva for a three-year term. A 
New Zealander and an educationalist, she has lived and worked for many years 
in the Pacific region. From 1980-1987 she was superior general of the Marist 
Missionary Sisters, based in Rome. Last year, she was a member of the Vatican 
delegation to the WCC mission conference ‘Your Will Be Done-Mission in 
Christ's Way' in San Antonio, Texas. Sister Monica took up her work at the WCC 
in Geneva in January 1990. She is replacing Sister Joan Delaney, who is 
returning to her community at Maryknoll, New York, in the United States. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.01.89 ::: ECUTEXT: WCC Messages on Armenia 


[In response to the deteriorating situation in the southern Soviet republics 
of Azerbaijan and Armenia, the World Council of Churches sent (15 January) the 
following message to USSR President Mikhail Gorbachev. It was signed by 
Deputy General Secretary Ruth Sovik, acting for WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro, who was away from Geneva.] 


World Council of Churches expresses its profound concern about the continuing 
violence against the Armenian people which has already resulted in the killing 
of many in Baku and other places. It appeals to Your Excellency to take 
immediate steps to ensure the safety and security of the Armenians and to 
respond to their legitimate demands. 


[A second message, also signed by Deputy General Secretary Ruth Sovik, was 
sent to His Holiness Vasken I (15 January), Head of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church, Armenian SSR, USSR. (The Armenian Apostolic Church, with four million 
members in 300 parishes and monasteries is a WCC member church.)] 


World Council of Churches assures the Armenian people of its solidarity and 
prayers at this time of tribulation and suffering. We are shocked at the 
continuing violence against the Armenians and the death of so many people. 
We remember specially the families of the victims. We are appealing to the 
Soviet authorities to take effective measures for the security of the Armenian 
people and to respond to their just demands. We pray for peace in the whole 
region. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.90 ::: ECUTEXT: Message of Peace from Romanian Church Leaders 


[Entitled ‘The Hour of Truth', this letter was addressed (10 January) by The 
Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church to the ‘churches, international 
Christian organizations and to all our Romanian brothers and sisters living 
abroad". It was translated from the French by the WCC language service.] 


After decades of slavery under the communist dictatorship and after the 
immense suffering inflicted by the Ceausescu dictatorship, God has turned his 
eyes towards our people and has seen its many sacrifices - especially those of 
the innocent children and young people killed by the dictatorship's machinery 
of repression. He has raised us from the shadow of death and set us free. We 
rejoice in this sacred gift of freedom, and we wish to express our sincere 
thanks and deep gratitude to Christian churches throughout the world, to the 
international Christian organizations and to all our Romanian brothers and 
sisters living outside their native land for the solidarity and fraternal love 
they have shown throughout the suffering endured by the Romanian people - 
first under this monstrous dictatorship and above all during the recent 
revolution. 


Freed now from the reign of terror imposed by the repressive regime and from 
the obligation to glorify a megalomaniac dictator who oppressed his own people 
and destroyed churches and villages, the hierarchy of the Romanian Orthodox 
Church gives thanks to God and expresses its gratitude to the faithful who by 
their devotion have helped it -— in extremely difficult circumstances - to keep 
the Christian faith alive and fruitful in the church's activities. These have 
included theological training of priests, restoration of churches’ and 
monasteries, publication of a wealth of theological literature, and intensive 
ecumenical activity. 


In the gospel spirit of repentance (metanoia), we also take this opportunity 
to express our regret that under the dictatorship some of us may not always 
have shown the courage of the martyrs, and have not publicly acknowledged the 
hidden pain and suffering of the Romanian people. Likewise we regret that many 
of the Church's positive achievements had to be obtained at the cost of paying 
the obligatory tribute of artificial praise to the dictator. Now that God has 
delivered us from fear and from the tissue of falsehood presented as official 
truth, the Holy Synod has prepared a programme for the spiritual regeneration 
and renewal of the life of the Romanian Orthodox Church, which represents the 
majority of the Romanian people. This programme includes: recognition and 
commemoration of the heroic martyrs who died for the freedom of the faith and 
for dignity during the communist dictatorship (church members, priests or 
bishops), reconstruction of the churches destroyed by the dictator, building 
of new churches where the need is felt, religious instruction for children, 
young people and adults, reopening of the church's charitable institutions 
(hospitals, orphanages, old people's homes, military, school and _ prison 
chaplaincies), stepping up of the church's missionary activity in the new 
free, pluralist society, reform of theological education, spiritual renewal of 
parishes and monasteries and an effort to breathe new life into the church's 
ecumenical activities. This movement for the spiritual regeneration of the 
Romanian people is also a movement of reconciliation and fraternity with 
Romanians all over the world, among whom the dictatorship tried to sow 
division. Acting in this spirit, the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox 
Church has cancelled the sanctions and prohibitions which the dictatorship 
forced it to pronounce against certain priests or churches for political 
reasons. We think of the cancelling of these sanctions imposed for political 
reasons as an act of justice and reconciliation, and a step towards the unity 
of the Romanian people. 


May God help us to use the blessed gift of freedom to his glory and for 
peaceful reconciliation among brothers and sisters of the same race, and among 
the churches and the nations. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.01.91 ::: ECUVIEW: Minority Christians in Poland (John Todd) 


[This is abridged and adapted from material distributed by US-based News 
Network International. Todd is a UK-based print journalist and tv producer. 
His report is based on interviews with three Poles and three regular visitors 
to Poland, all of whom requested anonymity. ] 


The identification of the Roman Catholic Church with Polish nationhood, and 
with resistance to oppressors throughout history, is so strong that the words 
‘Pole' and ‘Catholic' are almost interchangeable. The Polish spirit has been 
effectively forged in political resistance and nurtured by a strong religious 
faith to a point where the two merge. To say that the elevation of native son 
Karl Woytila to the papacy was the single most significant recent contribution 
to a resurgent nationalistic pride is most assuredly an understatement. 


Further, at each step in the dramatic rise from obscurity to widespread 
political power, the Solidarity movement has been bolstered both by the 
spiritual succour of the Roman Catholic Church, and in many cases by the 
temporal aid of its hierarchy. Some of the indelible media images of 
Solidarity's early days were Roman Catholic priests administering mass to 
striking shipyard workers in Gdansk's Lenin Shipyard in outright defiance of 
massed troops outside. 


The non-Roman Catholic segment of church in Poland numbers less than a 
million, including Eastern Orthodox and Old Catholics. This report focuses on 
other Christians in that minority - Adventists, Reformed, Methodists, 
Lutherans, Pentecostals, Baptists, together numbering roughly 100 000. Seen 
from their point of view, the religious mosaic of Poland as a ‘nation of 
faith’ takes on a completely different perspective. 


Like Protestant minorities in some other countries, though in perhaps a less 
severe form, the Protestant community in Poland has endured restrictions, 
particularly on evangelism and literature distribution. But the sudden surge 
of popular opposition to the government in the late 1970s, bringing the 
country to the brink of a crackdown by the Soviet Union, and resulting in the 
imposition of martial law, was a watershed for them. 


During the nine years since martial law, Protestants generally acknowledge 
that they have benefitted from an unprecedented religious’ tolerance. 
Christian education, Bible and Christian literature distribution, and 
evangelism have all been on an upward trend. One noted evangelist visiting 
Poland from another East European country said he was nothing short of 
astonished when, as he drove in from the airport, he spied his name on a large 
billboard announcing his visit. 


To some extent, the Protestants have been pawns in a much larger political 
game. One Protestant lay person explained, ‘It's not that [Polish leader] 
General Jaruzelski likes us particularly ... but because of the power of the 
Catholic church as a democratic opposition, they have tried to encourage 
everything that's not Catholic.' While some Protestant clergy recognize the 
potential for manipulation, others focus on the unprecedented opportunities. 
'The last ten years have been an open door for presenting the gospel', and 
‘We've had so much freedom that we haven't yet made full use of all the 
opportunities', are frequent comments. 


What then of the most recent cataclysmic political changes? One might expect 
all Christians to be enthusiastic, but without exception all the Protestants 
interviewed for this report expressed some hesitation. [over] 


poland/2 


"More democratic or political freedom doesn't necessarily impact religious 
freedom', said one. 'The communists tried to be consistent in confronting a 
pluralistic society', echoed another. "We have to say that in this quasi-. 
Catholic, quasi-communist country, the communist government was focusing on 
cultivating tolerance more than the Catholic church', said a third. 


Concern and outright fear are the hallmarks of Protestant response to the 
current situation: 'We don't know how to respond to this new situation in 
which we will become a religious minority in a democratic Catholic society.' 
The fear is that those in the Catholic church dreaming of creating a ‘Catholic 
nation' would try to persuade the government to establish one national church, 
treating all non-Catholic believers as ‘religious societies' without the right 
to use the name 'church'. One source said this proposal had already been put 
forward and defeated, but could resurface under the current Solidarity- 
dominated government. 


So, is there active persecution of a minority part of the church by the 
majority? The consensus is that none is outright, and what discrimination 
does exist varies in intensity in different regions of the country. There 
have been stone-throwing incidents, the smashing of windows in Protestant 
churches, and constant slurs implying that not being Catholic is somehow 
unpatriotic and not truly Polish. 


One of the country's outstanding evangelical leaders told how both his parents 
were continually taunted at work and even called ‘followers of Hitler'. As a 
result, his father took early retirement and his mother had to change her 
employment on several occasions. As the only Protestant in his class at 
school, he himself was constantly called a 'Hitler youth’. When he asked his 
classmates why they so labelled him, he said they told him they were taught by 
their priest that all Lutherans were German, all Adventists were Australian, 
and all Baptists were American. 


The level of petty discrimination clearly varies, not just according to the 
region but according to prevalent attitudes of ignorance or intolerance, and 
whether these are fostered and encouraged. No cases of blatant infringement 
of basic human rights were cited, and there was a tendency to pin most of the 
anti-Protestant excesses to areas which were 100 percent Catholic and rural, 
where neither priest nor parishioners knew of any other possible expression of 
faith -— or nationhood. 


The Solidarity movement receives some of the most telling Protestant barbs. 
Virtually equating it with the Catholic church, Protestants (especially lay 
people commented that it was impossible to be a conscientious Protestant and 
rise in the Solidarity movement. 


Perceived objections are that no provision is made at any level of Solidarity 
for religious observance other than Catholic, membership in the Solidarity 
movement without participation in Catholic ceremonies would be considered 
disloyal and untrustworthy, a Protestant would not be permitted to join the 
leadership, and elements within Solidarity are pressing for a ‘'Catholic 
Poland'. 


For the most part Protestants hedged questions as to whether any Protestant 
had actually been expelled from the movement, or been actively discriminated 
against. Their disgruntlement sprang more from a perception of having been 
sidelined by a fervent, emotionally—held belief which branded non-Catholics as 
unfit bedfellows, and which was in the ascendant. In contrast, most 
Protestants spoke highly of Solidarity leader Lech Walesa, personally. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a number code. For example, item 90.01.72 is the 72nd 
item appearing in January 1990. Ask and EPS will fax headlines to you at 
our expense. You can then ask (and pay) for faxing full texts of items. EPS 
annual ‘subscription rates are 26.50 UK, 43.50 USA, 52.50 CDN, 55 AUS, 69.50 
NZ; 69550 CH, 85 BRD, 95 NL, 275 FF, 275 SK, or 275 Indian. 


Information about accreditation for journalists for the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (5-12 March, Seoul) and/or for 
the annual meeting of the WCC Central Committee (24-31 March, Geneva) is 
available from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


For EPS issues 57/03 and 57/04, Monique McClellan, audio producer at the World 
Council of Churches, is guest editor. Thanks to her and other colleagues 
for assuring that EPS appears while the editor is away from Geneva. 


Apologies: The first line of EPS 90.01.30 should read: Edward Cassidy, a 
65-year-old archbishop born in Australia, is the ... 


Available on request from EPS: 
full 4-page interview with WCC general secretary Emilio Castro Romania: 
the WCC and the churches during the silent years [EPS 90.01.83] 


Available from the National Council of Churches of Kenya (Church House, Moi 
Avenue, Box 45009, Nairobi) is the text of the recommendations from the recent 
NCCK-mission conference, as well as the text of the presentation by Canaan 
Banana (EPS 90.01.53). 


Available from WCC/F&0 (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is a report from a 
consultation last June, ‘Ecumenical Reflections on the Holy Spirit in 
Creation, Church, and History’. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
situation report #1 (11 January) on the emergency situation in Romania 
CICARWS Issues #1: ‘Lebanon's Ongoing Bleeding' 
CICARWS On The Move #1: 'A Paper on CICARWS Policy' 
CICARWS On The Move #2: ‘Middle East Desk Newsletter’ 
CICARWS 1988-89 Activities Report 
"What is CICARWS?' 
appeal for US$ 200 000 (25 January) for rehabilitation in Panama 
situation report #2 (31 January) on drought/famine in Ethiopia 
situation report #2 (2 February) on emergency situation in Romania 
situation report $4 (2 February) on post floods rehabilitation in Malawi 


Available to radio broadcasters from the INTERVOX Sound Bank (WCC, Box 2100, 
1211 Geneva 2): 

interview with CSSR Vice-premier Dr Josef Hromadka (9 January, in Geneva) 
on the church and state in Czechoslovakia; 

interview with WCC general secretary Emilio Castro (12 January, in Geneva) 
on the churches in Romania and the WCC during the Ceausescu years. 


The second draft of the document to be considered by the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation in March in Seoul is available 
from WCC/JPIC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, 
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EPS 90.02.01 ::: WCC WELCOMES DE KLERK'S STEPS 


The World Council of Churches welcomes the significant steps taken by the 
South African State President in his speech of 2 February, says Emilio Castro, 
general secretary of the WCC in his press statement on the same day. 


‘The announcement that the liberation organizations have been unbanned and 
that the long imprisoned nationalist leader Mr Nelson Mandela and other 
political prisoners will be released soon is very good news indeed. We are 
particularly delighted that Mr Mandela's release will be unconditional. We 
note further that other restrictions associated with the state of emergency 
are being eased and that political detainees will be set free', he continues. 


"We welcome Mr de Klerk's affirmation that South Africa is now ready for 
negotiations. His invitation to all South Africans to join the negotiation 
process will strike a chord with many South Africans who have suffered so much 
for a peaceful end of apartheid', he states. 


Castro observes that by this announcement the South African government has 
gone a long way towards fulfilling many of the conditions which the churches 
in South Africa, the World Council of Churches and the anti-apartheid movement 
have considered necessary for a climate conducive to negotiations. 


‘We hope that arrangements will be set in place immediately for negotiations 
which will lead to liberation, justice and human rights for all South 
Africans', he concludes. 


The address by de Klerk at the opening of the parliament of South Africa has 
been received with enthusiasm. He announced the unbanning of the ANC, PAC, 
and the South African Communist Party, the lifting of restrictions placed on 
33 organizations including the United UDF (United Democratic Front) and COSATU 
(Congress of South African Trade Unions), and the release of political 
prisoners, the repeal of some apartheid laws and the. suspension of 
executions. In addition to that he announced the intention to lift the state 
of emergency and outlined principles for a new constitutional formula. 


‘It is my hope that this is an indication of his determination to work even 
further towards negotiations and a just order in South Africa', said Frank 
Chikane, the general secretary of the South African Council of Churches (SACC) 
in his statment after the speech. He continued, saying that de Klerk 'must 
now move immediately towards genuine negotiations and not delay the process 
any longer’. 


Chikane observed that de Klerk's announcement partially meets the conditions 
laid down by church leaders at their meeting on 31 January. In doing so - 
according to the SACC leader - de Klerk has opened up the possibility of 
further dialogue between church leaders and himself, ‘in which churches can 
play a role facilitating the creation of conditions required for sincere 
negotiations’. 


Chikane pointed out that the South African church leaders are however 
distressed that the Disclosure of Foreign Act is still in place and expressed 
a hope that de Klerk will attend to that matter urgently. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.02 ::: MECC ASSEMBLY SPEAKS ON REGIONAL ISSUES 


The fifth assembly of the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) in Nicosia, 
Cyprus (22-29 January) covered the situation in Lebanon, the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict, Cyprus, Sudan and matters related to church unity. 


The meeting formally marked the membership of the seven Catholic churches of 
the Middle East in the Council, thereby bringing the Oriental Orthodox, 
Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and Evangelical churches together in one ecumenical 
gathering for the first time in fifteen centuries. 


Those attending the assembly included Emilio Castro, general secretary of the 
WCC, Monsignor Gerard Daucourt from the Pontifical Council for the Promotion 
of Christian Unity, José Chipenda, general secretary of the All Africa Council 
of Churches, presidents of the Canadian Council of Churches, and the National 
Council of Churches in the USA. 


The assembly heard addresses from the president of the Republic of Cyprus, 
George Vassiliou, and Archbishop Chrysostomos of the Church of Cyprus. 


A resolution on Lebanon supported the affirmation of Lebanon's unity within 
internationally-recognized borders, and rejection of partition or annexation 
of any part of Lebanese territory. It affirmed the recovery of total national 
sovereignty, and preservation of the mode of Christian-Muslim co-existence. 


The assembly reaffirmed its support of the right of the Palestinian people to 
self-determination and of the establishment of an independent state in the 
framework of a comprehensive settlement that guarantees peace and security for 
all states, nations and peoples in the region. The assembly called upon 
churches worldwide to join efforts in working ‘towards a durable and firm 
solution of the conflict' and referred in particular to the recent initiative 
of the MECC calling for Christian solidarity in prayer and action for peace in 
the Holy Land. 


Continued massive humanitarian aid is needed in Sudan, the assembly stated, 
and highlighted the urgency of overcoming the Civil (ware in’ that country ao 
that end, a prompt ceasefire, and the beginning of meaningful negotiations 
between the involved parties should be agreed upon, the statement urged. 


A resolution on Iran and Iraq demanded the release of all prisoners of war, 
and the resolution on Cyprus called upon the UN to continue its efforts to 
bring the parties together for negotiations that would lead to _ the 
reunification of the island. 


The assembly also elected the four MECC presidents, the general secretary and 
the new executive committee. The new presidents are His Holiness Ignatios I 
Zacca Iwas of the Syrian Orthodox church, and Archbishop Youssef Khoury of the 
Maronite church. His Beatitude Ignatios IV Hazim of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church of Antioch, and Bishop Samir Kafity of the Episcopal Church of 
Jerusalem and the Middle East were re-elected presidents. Gabriel Habib was 
re-elected general secretary. The Catholicos of the Armenian Orthodox church 
of Cicilia Karekin II was elected honorary president of the Council. 


A letter from the presidents and the general secretary was sent to the 
Catholicos of the Armenian Orthodox church in Armenia, Vasken I, expressing 
the deep grief at news of ‘the tragic situation being faced by Armenians in 
Azerbaidjan, and Nagorno-Karabagh'. 


A unanimously—adopted resolution encouraged increased participation of women 
and youth in the council, and their representation at future assemblies. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.03 ::: WCC LEADER URGES PEACE NEGOTIATIONS IN ETHIOPIA 


The General Secretary of the WCC, Emilio Castro, made a strong appeal for 
peace in Ethiopia during his six-day visit to the country (16-21 January). He 
urged all parties involved to start substantive negotiations. 


Castro addressed tens of thousands of Ethiopians at Jan Meda field in Addis 
Ababa at a mass celebration of the Feast of the Epiphany of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church. He said that the celebration of Epiphany is a plea to 
fighting parties in Ethiopia to come to the negotiating table and to make 
peace possible. "As followers of Jesus we proclaim that peace is possible and 
that it belongs to all people", Castro stressed. He added that the Christian 
community prays for God to bless the contribution of the churches to the 
process, and to support the efforts to help those who suffer. 


Castro stated that the presence of several international, ecumenical 
delegations of church leaders in Ethiopia at the same time was a sign of 
solidarity of Christians throughout the world with the people and the churches 
of Ethiopia. Also participating in the celebration was a delegation from the 
Church of England led by Archbishop Robert Runcie, a delegation from the 
Canadian Council of Churches led by Rev. Donald Sjoberg, and one from the 
Greek Orthodox Church led by Patriarch Parthenios. 


In his message to the people who celebrated the Epiphany for two days at Jan 
Meda, Patriarch Merkorios, head of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, also 
emphasised the need for Christians to continue praying for success of the 
church's efforts towards peace, the settlement of the problem in the northern 
part of the country, and aid for the people affected by drought. He added 
that the Ethiopian churches needed the spiritual and material support of other 
churches to facilitate their task. 


The celebrations reached their peak when crowds of people followed their 
priests in a procession through Addis Ababa to their churches. Priests 
carried the covenants ('tabots') of the churches, which had been taken to the 
field for the festivities. 


A pastoral visit to WCC member churches - the Ethiopian Orthodox Church and 
the Ethiopian Evangelical Mekane Yesus Church - was the main purpose of the 
General Secretary's visit in Ethiopia. In a press statement on his arrival, 
he assured the people of Ethiopia that the WCC would double its efforts to 
support the humanitarian programmes of the churches in the country. He also 
expressed a wish that peace negotiations currently undertaken by former 
presidents Jimmy Carter and Julius Nyerere "would lead to a_=e successful 
settlement which would ensure the best interest of the nation and justice for 
all concerned". He remarked that churches both inside and outside the country 
may be able to play a useful role. 


Castro met with Deputy Prime Minister Ashagre Yigletu, foreign minister 
Tesfaye Dinka, and President Mengistu Haile-Mariam. He also visited the 
headquarters of the Relief and Rehabilitation Committee (RRC) which is 
responsible for national coordination of relief efforts of the government and 
of non-governmental organisations, including church agencies. 


While meeting with the President, Castro pointed out that the WCC tries to 
influence world opinion in an effort to contribute to the peace process. 
Generally, the WCC does not mediate in a conflict, but tries to facilitate 
communication between the parties concerned. [over] 
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He also emphasised the role of churches in relief operations, and expressed 
satisfaction about an agreement, which was signed at the time of the visit, 
between the Ethiopian government and the churches' joint relief partnership to 
assure “a food corridor" for relief in Tigray, in northern Ethiopia, where the 
opposition movements control the area. 


President Mengistu Haile-Mariam expressed his appreciation to the churches and 
Western organisations for relief assistance. He also expressed _ the 
government's willingness to continue negotiations with the opposition 
movements and said that he hopes the WCC will play a role in the process 
towards peace. 


The Ethiopian government and the Eritrean People's Liberation Front, in 
negotiations chaired by former president Jimmy Carter, had two meetings last 
year on procedural matters for peace talks. Two preliminary peace talks 
between the government and the Tigray People's Liberation Front also took 
place last year. Negotiations have not yet moved to substantive issues. 


In discussion with RRC regarding the drought, which according to them is 
affecting 3.5 million people, mainly in northern Ethiopia, Yilma Kassaye, head 
of RRC, said that food had already started to arrive in the needy areas. He 
remarked that this time the drought alert had been issued early and that 
international response to it had been fast. He also expressed gratitude for 
the assistance which churches have channelled to Ethiopia over the years. He 
stressed that all who suffer are Ethiopians and that all should be helped. 


In November 1989 the WCC issued an appeal for 2.9 million US dollars for 
famine relief in Ethiopia. The Worid Food Programme has indicated that almost 
four million people will require food relief through 1990. The Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church round table meeting with ecumenical partners, under the 
auspices of the WCC, coincided with the visit of the WCC leader. The round 
table also stressed that peace is the most vital issue for continued relief 
efforts. The overseas partners were challenged, according to the communiqué 
at the end of discussions, "to do everything possible in their own countries 
to help further the attainment of peace in Ethiopia". The round table 
conference established a sub-committee for the purpose of intensifying the 
church's involvement in the search for a solution to the conflict. 


The WCC leader also had talks with the General Secretary of the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU), Salim Salim. Issues discussed were developments in 
Africa, the struggle against apartheid, Namibian independence prospects and 
the changes in Eastern Europe. Salim expressed concern that the events in 
Eastern Europe may affect Africa in the form of a change of development 
assistance from Africa to Eastern Europe, and encouraged the WCC to continue 
the struggle against apartheid. 


Castro had several meetings with the leadership of the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church and Mekane Yesus Church, when the concerns for collaboration with the 
WCC were expressed. In his address to the Mekane Yesus Church, Castro 
referred to the church's statement in 1972 entitled "The gospel and social 
development", and said that that statement had made the Mekane Yesus Church 
known in the ecumenical movement. The statement underlined diaconal 
orientation of churches, not only in Ethiopia but worldwide. Francis 
Stephanos, President of the Mekane Yesus Church, observed that the statement 
still challenges the church which initiated it. Commenting on developments in 
Ethiopia, Stephanos emphasised that the churches have to stand on the side of 
those who suffer. [EPS] ; 
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EPS 90.02.04 ::: LUTHERAN ASSEMBLY CONSIDERS 'CRIES OF MY PEOPLE' 


About 370 delegates and several hundred other participants met for more than a 
week at a Roman Catholic university in Curitiba (Parana, Brazil) for the 
Eighth Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation (30 January-8 February). 


Theme of the gathering was 'I Have Heard the Cry of My People', a reference to 
a word of God to Moses in the second book of the Bible. Moses went on to 
lead the people out of slavery to a new land. 


The four assembly sub-themes evoked four groups of cries - for ‘life in 
communion', ‘salvation', 'peace with justice', and ‘a liberated creation’. 


Working in sections and small groups, participants considered a variety of 
issues, including church unity, ‘an inclusive communion", the relationship of 
Christianity to other religions, effects of secularism and secularization on 
Christian witness, the international ‘debt crisis and economic justice', 
militarization and threats to peace, ‘integrity of creation', and an 
"ecologically sustainable society'. 


Each section began its work with two theological reflections. They were 
given by people from South Africa, India, BRD (West Germany), Soviet Union 
(Estonia), United States, Ethiopia, Denmark, and Tanzania. Rather than 


resolutions, results of section deliberations were to be reflected in an 
assembly message, approved on the final day of the gathering. 


The assembly began with a two-hour, multilingual, multicultural eucharist held 
in a red-and-blue striped tent. 


Participants first gathered in seven regional groups at different places on 
campus for a general confession of sins. Then, singing ‘Lord, Have Mercy' in 
Greek to a Russian melody, they processed behind brightly-coloured banners to 
a large cross outside the tent. There, LWF President Johannes Hanselmann, 
the Lutheran bishop for Bavaria (West Germany), declared forgiveness of sins. 


Then, LWF General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett, a priest of the Church of 
Norway, reminded the congregation that ‘in Christ, we are no more Asian or 
European, African or American, male or female, rich or poor. We are one 
people, one body.' 


The preacher for the eucharist, Presiding Pastor Gottfried Brakemeier of the 
Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil, set forth the tension 
between Christian confidence that God has and will overcome evil, and the cry 
of people for deliverance in a world where evil and its effects - for example, 
‘the arms race, the destruction of the environment, the debt crisis, drug 
trafficking' -— are all too real. 


Brakemeier said the church cannot bring in the Kingdom of God. Rather, it is 
to witness in word and deed to the Kingdom which God is bringing. He called 
that a dangerous task because ‘it runs counter to human interests’. 


During its first days, the assembly heard major addresses by Hanselmann, 
Staalsett, US theologian Ronald Thiemann, and Norwegian politician and 
environmentalist Gro Harlem Brundtland, who chaired the World Commission on 
Environment and Development from 1983 till it finished its work in 1987. 


Hanselmann offered both an appreciation and a critique of ‘liberation 
theology', an approach with Latin American roots which emphasizes God's 
action, in history and now, to liberate people from spiritual and material 
oppression. [over] 
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The bishop outlined aspects of liberation theology he judges positively, but 
added that ‘as a Lutheran theolczian, I find it very difficult to see how a 
new religious experience can spring from human activity, from an intensive 


community life’. Rather, 'the experience of God must grow out of the 
encounter with God' whose 'voice becomes audible from the biblical word which 
pierces the heart. This proviso must be respected ... before all our 


individual experience in life.' 


Bible study at the assembly was prepared by an ecumenical Brazilian group led 
by two liberation theologians - Lutheran Milton Schwantes and Roman Catholic 
Carlos Mesters. 


In his overview of LWF life since the previous assembly, in Hungary in 1984, 
Staalsett highlighted developments in Eastern Europe as well as church 
concerns about Namibia and El Salvador. 


He also referred to the international 'debt crisis which condemns two thirds 
of the entire world's population to poverty' and to the ‘ecological crisis 
that threatens the very future of this earth and all its habitation’. 


Thiemann noted that the Lutheran tradition tends to separate what are 
considered religious issues from those considered political - so as to ‘keep 
justification and justice clearly distinct’. As a result, ‘the problem of 
relating faith to political action' is ‘particularly difficult among 
Lutherans’. 


He suggested that ‘if we truly grasp the biblical view of covenant, then we 
will come to see that there is no inherent conflict between justification and 
justice. If we genuinely understand the God of the covenant, then we shall 
see that God's righteousness and God's justice are both manifestations of 
God's steadfast love.' 


He said 'the future of world Lutheranism depends in large part on the way in 
which we understand the vocation and mission to which God is calling us in a 
world so desperately in need of the healing power of the gospel’. 


In her address, Brundtland outlined major environmental challenges facing the 


world. She urged the church to ‘help to convince all those who fear the 
future that there is hope, that we are able to make changes and to influence 
the future. We do not have to head towards imminent ecological disaster. 


We can find another path, that of sustainable development. 


'The churches have the power to influence our motives, and ultimately our 
actions', she told the assembly. "Your values can be applied to human and 
political challenges. What could be more becoming of the churches than to 
show ethical leadership and to work for sustainable development?' 


A major item on the assembly agenda was a proposed new LWF constitution and 
structure [EPS 90.02.06]. 


The assembly heard a report on two small, white southern African denominations 
whose LWF membership was suspended at the previous assembly, in 1984 [EPS 
84.08.11]. That action was taken on grounds that their attitude and practice 
with regard to racism was incompatible with Christian faith. 


The assembly decided to refer the question of lifting the suspensions to the 
Executive Committee for action. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.05 ::: LUTHERANS ACT ON ANGLICANS, ORTHODOX 


With minimal discussion and virtually no opposition, the Eighth Assembly of 
the Lutheran World Federation (Curitiba, Parana, Brazil, 30 January-8 
February) took ecumenical actions with particular implications for Lutheran 
relationships with Anglicans and Orthodox. 


Concurring with the Anglican bishops of the world at their meeting in 
mid-1988, the assembly urged Anglican and Lutheran church bodies to approve 
‘interim eucharistic sharing' along lines now in effect in North America. 


As did the bishops, the assembly also endorsed nearly a score of possible ways 
in which Anglicans and Lutherans could foster 'development of common Christian 
life' between them. The LWF resolution renews an LWF commitment to 'the goal 
of full communion with the churches of the Anglican Communion'. 


In an action connected with Orthodox relations, the assembly said Lutherans 
may use a version of the fourth-century Nicene Creed which omits a phrase in 
common use in most of the church, though not among Orthodox. The phrase, ‘et 
filioque' in Latin, affirms that fe ah Spirit proceeds from the Father ‘and 
from the Son'. 


The same resolution urges Lutherans to '‘'give greater consideration to the 
liturgical and catechetical use of the Nicene Creed’. It suggests. that 
Lutherans who do not now do so, use the creed in worship ‘at least on major 
festivals’. 


In his report to the assembly, LWF General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett, a 
priest of the Church of Norway, said a recent tendency to consider Lutheranism 
a 'communion' is 'not anti-ecumenical. Indeed, our partners in dialogue have 
generally welcomed it, and not just those often characterized as the Catholic 
wing.' 


In theological dialogue, he said, LWF ‘has not given preference to any one 
theological or ecclesiological tradition’. He said that as various Christian 
traditions ‘work in several directions at once ... a great web of agreements 
is being woven in which there is often a remarkable degree of convergence. 


He also observed that ‘we may well have come close to the end of the real 
possibilities of theological convergence with our dialogue partners. We must 
be attentive to other ways in which God's Spirit may be calling us to unity. 
And we must recognize that some of our differences will only be resolvable 
after we have come together and lived together in full communion.' 


The assembly heard greetings from representatives of several other traditions, 
including a message read on behalf of Pope John Paul, and another on behalf of 
Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, the leading bishop of world 
Anglicanism. 


Also present were official Reformed, Orthodox, Methodist, and Baptist guests, 
as well as representatives of the World Council of Churches and other regional 
and global ecumenical bodies, local ecumenical guests, and representatives of 
the World Jewish Congress. 


Preacher at a six-hour 'church festival' held at a local stadium on the Sunday 
during the assembly was WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, a Methodist 
pastor from Uruguay. A youth-led, 90-minute prayer vigil took place in the 
Roman Catholic cathedral in Curitiba. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.06 ::: LUTHERANS GO FROM 'FREE ASSOCIATION' TO ‘COMMUNION’ 


After spending five, .90-minute plenary sessions on the issue, the Eighth 
Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation approved (5 February) a new 
constitution for the 105-member LWF. Unless objected to by at least 36 
members, it takes effect in February 1991. 


The secret ballot in favour -— 238-103 (with 15 abstentions) - was precisely 
the two-thirds majority required. About 60 people spoke in debate. Most 
speakers from Asia, Africa, and Latin America were in favour; those from 
Europe and North America were roughly evenly divided. 


Last August, the LWF Executive Committee overwhelmingly endorsed the new 
constitution, but split 17-9 (one abstention) on a restructuring proposal 
associated with it. That proposal was discussed but not put to a formal vote 
for approval at the assembly. 


Supporters of the new constitution and restructuring proposal said the two 
make clear that LWF is an interrelated ‘communion of churches', rather than a 
looser ‘free association', as the old constitution describes it. 


They presented the proposals as a_thought-through way to reduce LWF 
expenditures from 19.1 to 16.5 million Swiss francs a year, and said the 
proposed changes are needed to bring about ‘programmatic cooperation and 
coordination’ now lacking. 


Though many opponents supported the communion concept, they questioned whether 
a new constitution was desirable or necessary, whether the changes would 
really save money, and whether youth, women, and people from the Third World 
would really benefit. They also objected to what they said is too much 
centralization, and too much power for the LWF general secretary in the new 
model. 


During debate, two African delegates charged that opponents of restructuring 
tried to influence them to vote against by threatening to withdraw financial 
support. Off the floor, there were some other stories of undue pressure by 
both supporters and opponents of restructuring. 


Of the 48 members of the new governing council elected by the assembly, 10 


each come from Asia and Africa, and four from Latin America. North America 
has five, Europe 19 (six from the five Nordic countries, seven from "Middle/ 
Western' Europe and six from 'Middle/Eastern' Europe). The council is to 


elect up to 30 'experts' to serve with vote on its programme committees. 


A comparison of the percentages by region of the 48 members of the new council 
with the 79 members of the bodies it replaces shows notable shifts to Africa 
and Asia, and notable shifts away from the Nordic countries and North 
America. Percentages for the other three regions (western Europe, eastern 
Europe, and Latin America) remain about the same. They are (current, 
followed by new): Africa, 16.4, 20.8; Asia, 15.3, 20.8; eastern Europe, 
11.4, 12.5; western Europe, 15.3, 14.6; Nordic countries, 16.4, 12.5; Latin 
America, 8.8, 8.3; North America, 16.4, 10.4. 


The former LWF governing bodies include an Executive Committee (31 members 
including the president and the treasurer, plus two youth consultants), four 
commissions with 12 members each, and three commission-related committees (24 
people) - a total of 105. There are up to 87 in the new arrangements - 48 
council members, up to 30 experts, seven non-council members on a proposed 
project committee, plus the president and treasurer (86 if the treasurer is a 
member of the council when chosen). [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.07 ::: GLOBAL LOYALTY URGED FOR SURVIVAL 


A new spiritual and ethical basis for human activities on earth was urged by 
the Global Forum on Environment and Development, organized by the New 
York-headquartered Global Forum of Spiritual and Parliamentary Leaders on 
Survival together with the Supreme Soviet, the USSR Academy of Science and 
faith communities in the Soviet Union. ‘We must develop a global loyalty and 
devote our attention and allegiance to the whole planet and all life', it 
declared in a meeting which brought together 1000 of the world's political and 
spiritual leaders, scientists, artists, business people and journalists from 
83 countries, in Moscow (15-19 January). 


"We must be part of a paradigm shift in attitudes, commitments and systems at 
all levels of human endeavour', it was stated in a plan of action concluding 
the meeting. The participants acknowledged that neither science nor political 
authorities can single-handedly address the issues of survival. The spiritual 
community needs to work in dialogue with policy makers to strengthen the 
spiritual and ethical foundations of the actions to which the meeting 
committed itself. 


The participants observed in the plan of action that enough is already known 
about global degradation to permit the human community to take concrete steps 
to stop current and rapid trends that are a threat to life. 


The recommendations point out the responsibility of all people to promote, 
within their own religious traditions, the respect and humility towards nature 
and towards humanity in order to bring about peace and protect’ the 
environment. Spiritual leaders can play an active role in conscientizing 
populations. "Every effort is to be made to advance the dialogue between 
scientists and religious people', the concluding statement urged. 


Other issues adressed in the Moscow plan of action are development, resources, 
human population and peace and disarmament. Proposals for future action 
include the convening of a council of spiritual leaders in 1993 to consider 
questions of environment and development, support for an ecological code of 
conduct, and support for a conference to resolve the global debt crisis and 
work for a sustainable global economy. 


Further proposals suggest linking-up ecological information data banks and the 
establishment of new computerized information clearing houses for use by 
journalists and specialists, and the convening of a worldwide conference for 
educators on global survival issues and strategy. The Moscow plan of action 
proposes also a global passport system for ‘Earth Citizens', emphasizing 
involvement by young people. 


An international group of scientists released an appeal to the world's 
spiritual leaders for joint commitment in science and religion . Describing a 
series of environmental perils, the appeal says that a deeper understanding of 
science is needed. Efforts to safeguard and cherish the environment need to 
be infused with a vision of the sacred, the statement remarks and observes 
that there is a vital role for both religion and science. Representatives of 
the WCC joined a large number of key religious signers of the statement. WCC 
representatives included Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios, a WCC president, 
deputy general secretary Todor Sabev and Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, director 
of the sub-unit of Church and Society. 


The WCC's general secretary, Emilio Castro, in his writen message to the 
Global Forum, urged churches to join their full energy and resources in the 
search for a new vision of societies that can respond to the hope for 
sustaining the creation. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.02.08 ::: PEACE DIALOGUE URGED IN SUDAN 


A high level delegation of the government of the Sudan, led by Col. Mohammed 
Al Amin Khalifa, member of the Revolutionary Command Council for National. 
Salvation and Chairman of the National Dialogue for Peace Conference, paid a 
visit (30 January 1990), to the World Council of Churches in Geneva. 


The General Secretary of the WCC, Emilio Castro, received the delegation. The 
visit was initiated by the Sudanese government. 


In-depth discussions about the ongoing conflict and the root causes of it took 
place. Khalifa expressed his government's commitment to continue the peace 
dialogue, started in Nairobi at the end of last year with the Sudan People's 
Liberation Movement (SPLM) and the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) on 
the basis of national unity. He also expressed interest in WCC support to 
facilitate negotiations between his government and the SPLM/SPLA. 


Castro said that the WCC had over the years followed the situation in the 
Sudan in close contact with the WCC's member churches in the country. He 
underlined that the WCC had earlier facilitated negotiations for a peaceful 
settlement of the conflict in the south of the Sudan. He also expressed the 
WCC's commitment for peace in the Sudan. He emphasised the need for the 
Sudanese government to take initiatives that would create a climate of 
confidence for negotiations, such as a ceasefire, and assurance for the 
respect of human rights and the equality of all Sudanese. 


Khalifa informed the WCC about an agreement with the International Committee 
for the Red Cross (ICRC) to host talks between the Sudanese government and the 
SPLM/SPLA in order to resolve strictly humanitarian issues. 


The WCC played a major role in the negotiations that led to the Addis Ababa 
peace agreement in the Sudan in 1972. [EPS] 


EPS 90.02 09 ::: ROMANIAN PATRIARCH RETIRES FOR HEALTH REASONS 


The head of the Romanian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Teoctist, has retired (18 
January) for health and age reasons, reports the church. 


A council of three metropolitans (Anthony of Transylvania-Sibiu, Nestor of 
Oltenia-Craiova and Nicholas of Banat-Timisoara) and two bishops (Timotei of 
Arad and Roman of Bucharest) share the responsibility of interim leadership 
until the election of the new patriarch. It is anticipated that the election 
will take place within two months. 


The National Revolutionary Front has replaced the former department of 
religious affairs in the government, and established a ministry of cults. 
The new minister elected is Nicolae Stoicescu. 


The Romanian Orthodox Church has repeated an appeal to the WCC for food, 
medicaments, and clothing for distribution by the church to the population. 
The ecumenical relief operation started immediately after the fall of the 
Ceausescu dictatorship. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.02.10 ::: ECUTEXT: The Ministry of Reconciliation in Namibia 


The following statement, slightly edited, was issued by the core-group 
meeting of the Council of Churches in Namibia together with the WCC and 
partner agencies, held in Geneva from 28-30 January. 


LA We, ... give praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for what 
has happened in the implementation of UN Resolution 435 on Namibia's 
independence. We are encouraged by the many advances that have been made, 
including the successful completion of repatriation of Namibian exiles, the 
peaceful elections and the launching of the Constituent Assembly which has now 
come up with a draft Constitution for Namibia, the passage of which will pave 
the way for Namibia's independence. 


Ars We have received disturbing reports about the torture and ill-treatment 
of Namibians held by Swapo during the war of liberation. Throughout the 
election period we heard reports through the media of the disappointment and 


agony that these Swapo dissidents suffered. We were encouraged by the 
reaction of Swapo leadership who readily admitted that these developments were 
contrary to Swapo teaching and practice. The churches were instrumental in 


bringing the complainants, together with Swapo, to air grievances and seek a 
solution to this deep pain. 


oe This circumstance has, however, since been used as a political issue. 
Many groups from Europe have used it to denounce Swapo and the churches in 
Namibia. We found that regrettable because it frustrates efforts towards 
reconciliation and entrenches polarization in Namibian society. It will take 
a long and painful process for trust and confidence to be restored. Space is 
needed and patience required. Namibians must be allowed to build community 
according to Namibian traditions with the help of the church. 


4. This reality needs to be seen within the context of the war of liberation 
which was waged by Swapo as the last choice to gain self-—determination for the 
Namibian people. During the period of the war, many thousands of people were 
brutally killed as a direct result of the war! Outside Namibia, many 
civilian people were massacred even in refugee camps such as Kasinga by South 
African forces, many were reported tortured in refugee camps on suspicions of 
spying for South African troops. Inside Namibia, many were killed because 
they were relatives of people who had joined the liberation struggle, others 
were tortured and detained. All these add up to a big Namibian wound of the 
war. 


5. Because of the extent of this wound, we note that the churches of Namibia 
have devoted great effort on those steps which would heal rather than re-open 
the national wound, by conducting reconciliation sessions for all the affected 
people. Examples of the reconciliation effort were the meetings between 
church leaders and representatives of Swapo and ex-detainees; and between 
Swapo, ex-Koevoet (counter-intelligence forces), DTA (Democratic Turnhalle 


Alliance) and others. The CCN is ministering equally to all victims of the 
war without singling out any as a special target group. Such action would 
speed up the process of reconciliation. These efforts are commendable and 


require the support of all partners of the Namibian people. 


6. Cur Namibian friends have expressed appreciation for the partnership that 
international ecumenical networks had given during the time of struggle for 
self—determination. They ask that the international fellowship should give 
them all the necessary support as they work for a reconciled society without 
distinction; and ask further that the same international community not be 
engaged in things that will only re-open the wound of the past which would 
only lead to greater polarization of the society. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.11 ::: ECUTEXT: The Internally Displaced 


The following is extracted from a written statement issued to the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights 1990 by the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches under item 13 (F) on 
human rights and mass exoduses. 


Presently 30-40 million people have been uprooted from their communities but 
remain within their national borders where they suffer serious protection and 
assistance problems. Their basic human rights are violated on a massive 
scale. Unlike refugees, who are uprooted for similar causes but who have 
managed to cross into another country, those who are internally displaced have 
been virtually ignored by the international community and particularly by the 
United Nations system. Given the scope of the problem, and the urgent needs 
of these individuals, UN human rights bodies must seriously address these 
concerns. ... 


In comparison with refugees, the plight of the internally displaced is often 


far worse than that of refugees - precisely because they are still within 
their home countries. Moreover, displaced people often have fewer resources, 
are in worse physical condition and lack the skills of refugees who manage to 
leave the country. Displaced populations seem to be disproportionately 


composed of a majority of women, children, elderly and handicapped, although 
reliable demographic information is almost completely lacking, as no one is 
responsible for collecting it. 


Refugees can appeal to a host of international conventions and procedures. 
The 1951 Geneva Convention and its 1967 protocol provide certain minimum 
guarantees of protection and assistance to those displaced outside their 
countries of origin. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees is mandated by the international community to see that the basic 
needs of refugees are addressed. .... 


...- For those displaced within their own countries, there is no specific 
international organization to which they can appeal for protection or 
assistance. Moreover, there is no body of international law designed 
specifically to address their needs even though the basic human rights 
instruments and the Geneva Conventions protecting the victims of war are 
applicable to the situation of the internally displaced. 


As UNHCR is mandated to work with those outside their home countries, it is 
usually unable to respond. The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) gives the greatest priority in aiding civilians in conflict times but 
is reluctant to jeopardize this work by involvement with groups of displaced 
who have moved out of conflict zones to areas still under the sovereignty of 
the national government. 


Churches try to provide assistance to some of the estimated 1.5-2.8 million 
living on the margins of major cities in Sudan. In El Salvador and Sri Lanka 
the churches have been in the forefront of providing shelter, medical 
assistance, food and some protection to those displaced by the violence. 


But churches are increasingly recognizing that these efforts are not enough to 
respond to the urgent human rights violations of the world's displaced. More 
attention must be focused on their plight and its causes. The international 
human rights machinery must be challenged to respond in creative and humane 
ways to these massive needs. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.12 ::: ECUTEXT: WCC on South Africa 


This is an excerpt of an oral intervention by the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches at the 46th Session 
of the UN Commission on Human Rights (February 1990), under items 5,6,15,16. 
The intervention was given by James Mutambirwa (7 February). 


February 2 ... waS a momentous day for all those who have been engaged in the 
struggle for liberation and the elimination of apartheid in South Africa. 
That morning, opening the second session of the 9th parliament of the Republic 
of South Africa, the State President, F. W. de Klerk, announced what he termed 
"far reaching decisions' on the road towards a new constitutional and social 
dispensation which would affect all the people of South Africa. ... 


.-- Mr de Klerk then went on to make significant announcements: 


his government is prepared to put on the agenda the possible 
reincorporation of the ‘independent’ Bantustans like Transkei, Venda, 
Bophutatswana and Ciskei; 


- reforms in the application of the death penalty especially in regard to 
broadening judicial discretion in sentencing and to granting an automatic 
right of appeal; and, while the process is under review, that all executions 
were suspended; 


— the intention to repeal the Separate Amenities Act; 


- rescinded the prohibition on the African National Congress and other 
liberation and anti-apartheid organizations; ... 


Seen against a commitment to write a new constitution for South Africa, this 
is a formidable list by all accounts. ... 


We must remember that a '‘'conjuncture' of circumstances typified by mass 
defiance and liberatory action by the people of South Africa in which the 
church leaders have played a significant role and the historic actions of 
solidarity by the international community spearheaded by the United Nations 
and other international agencies like the World Council of Churches supported 
by the rest of the solidarity movement against apartheid, have converged to 


deliver us to this moment. Boycotts, sanctions and the isolation of 
apartheid have all played no small part in bringing the apartheid leaders to 
their senses. Finally, the work of the liberation movement led by the 


African National Congress provided a credible leadership and clearly and 
consistently articulated the aspirations of the people of South Africa. ... 


It may be observed then that the euphoria over Mr de Klerk's speech may be 
premature. ... 


Ls Mr de Klerk outlined the principles for any new constitutional formula: 

‘a new democratic constitution; universal franchise; no domination; 
equality before an independent judiciary; the protection of minorities as 
well as individual rights; freedom of religion; a sound economy based on 
proven economic principles and private enterprise; dynamic programmes 
directed at better education, health services, housing and social conditions 
for all.' [over] 
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Ze In addition, the regime has referred to the Law Commission for 
consideration matters pertaining * 2 human rights and how these could form part 
of any new constitution and for opinion on the constitution models necessary 
to give effect to these ideas. 


It is significant that: 


ai While Nelson Mandela will be released unconditionally, many of his 
comrades who are considered to have committed murder or arson or terrorism 
will continue to languish in jail and are also liable to execution. ... 


rhe There is no reference to the return of exiles which is important if the 
organizations which have been unbanned are to be free to operate freely, use 
their best leadership and resources inside or outside South Africa. ... 


ss The pillars of the racist and repressive apartheid state machinery is in 
place and will, apparently, be resorted to. In particular, the Internal 
Security Act is still very much in the statute book and the continued reliance 
on the police and security is evidenced by the promise to make budgetary 
provision for strengthening this sector in the March Budget Speech. In 
addition, the Population Registration Act and, though truncated and 
ineffectual, the Group Areas Act and, of course, the state of emergency is 
maintained, for the time being ... 


Other security legislation is still being enforced. ... 


4. There is no reference to the Constituent Assembly demanded by the Mass 
Democratic Movement as a means of identifying genuine and popular leaders of 
the people to participate in drawing up the new constitution. ... 


5a, No guarantees are being offered by way of international participation to 
ensure freeness and fairness of the process or even to observe its application. 


6. Besides being silent on the Labour Relations Act, the speech makes 
general reference to the state of the economy. ... 


de The constitutional principles outlined reflect a possible negotiating 
position but they lack the specifics of the United Nations Resolution of 
December 1989 which states that: 

(a) South Africa shall become a united, non-racial and democratic state; 

(b) all its people shall enjoy common and equal citizenship and nationality 
regardless of race, colour, sex or creed; 

(c) all its people shall have the right to participate in the government and 
administration of the country on the basis of universal, equal suffrage, under 
a non-racial voters' roll, and by secret ballot in a united non-fragmented 
south) Africa si.i.% 


..., we hope then that you will understand why it is our considered opinion 
that pressure has to continue to be maintained against the apartheid state. 
Indeed, the comprehensive and mandatory sanctions need to be stepped up. 
Failure to do so would be to place too much faith in Mr de Klerk and to risk 
the lives of those anti-apartheid activists who may return to South Africa on 
the basis of his promises. ... 


The World Council of Churches is ready ... to play a constructive role to 
support in every way possible any international efforts to bring peace to that 
troubled land. We would like to take Mr de Klerk at his word when he says: 
‘the season of violence is. over; the time for reconstruction and 
reconciliation has arrived.' ... [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.02.13 ::: ECUVIEW: Australia Focus (V) - Secularism? (Martin Marty) 


[This is the fifth in an occasional series on Australia in advance of the 
Feburary 1991 Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches, to be held in 
the Australian capital Canberra. Marty is a senior editor of the US 
ecumenical weekly Christian Century, in which this item appeared in longer 
form in the 2-9 August issue. It is used with permission. ] 


... Australians ordinarily find it important to start conversations on 
religion by saying something like, 'You know, we are the most secular society 
Gumearth.'.. .. 


It seems to be important for Australians to speak this way partly because it 
may be true (though, from what I've seen, France certainly would give its 
Australian antipodes a run for the secular money); partly because Australia 
was born of a convict colony wherein ministers were often moralistic policing 
agents; partly because it never had large-scale religious revivals; partly 
because European churches were planted here but not quite 'founded'; partly 
because Australians settled the issue of Anglo-versus-Celtic (Protestant-— 
Catholic) rivalries by excluding religion from higher education; partly 
because they seem to enjoy a reputation for hedonism; and partly because 
religious leaders may welcome an excuse for the statistics of relatively low 
participation. 


Such a society must be secular, and Australia is. But sociologists of 
religion these decades have grown nervous about using the term 'secular 
society' without qualifications, and Australia has many qualifications; it is 
ambiguously religio-secular in interesting ways. 


True, institutional statistics are not impressive, and there seems to be a 
barely arrested general decline in church participation in recent decades. 
Perhaps fewer than half as many Australians as Americans claim to worship week 
to week. 


Yet the landscape and cityscape are dotted with steeples. Large religious 
subcultures are vital. The study of religion in universities prospers as 
never before, now that century-old sectarian battles (which served to 
secularize Australia's universities) are being forgotten. 


As they do elsewhere, ministers fight off low morale and struggle with 
problems of mainline existence - most Australian religion is Anglican, Roman 
Catholic or Uniting Church. The fundamentalist—evangelical—Pentecostal 
front, though proportionately quite small here, is a growing presence. ... 


American civil religion has little counterpart here. ... When American 
politicians [recently] competed with one another to outworship the US flag, I 
found Australians either uncomprehending or derisive. 


Australia lacked a revolution or a civil war; it lost its innocence at 
Gallipoli, Turkey, in 1915 (every town has its World War I memorials recalling 
the awesome and awful toll of lives); and it has lacked charismatic invokers 
of public-religious themes. 


Many remarked that the current prime minister, Robert Hawke, though a 
minister's son, proudly advertises himself as an agnostic, and no one cares. 
[more] 
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A few scholars and pastors counter the secular self-description, and there is 
much to be said for their reservations. ... The vast majority of Australians 
tell pollsters that they believe in God, in Jesus, in prayer.... 


Australians find it plausible and useful to subsidise with tax funds private 
schools of the sort [Americans] would call parochial: Anglican, Presbyterian, 
Catholic and the like. I met with the Lutherans at Adelaide and heard how 
rapidly their network of schools, for example, is growing. 


Sometimes the religious element in such schools is vestigial and marginal, but 
{it can also be vital. Australia also finds legal ways ... to make connections 
between public schools and religious instructors. Are these signs of a 
merely or utterly secular society? 


Church life is also selectively vital. As I visited monumental cathedrals and 
urban wayside chapels I scooped up Sunday church bulletins. As in the US, I 
believe I could come through with a portrait or otherwise almost invisible but 
effective works of mercy and love — and even sometimes of justice — by reading 
the calendar activities of any half-dozen churches. 


On a national scale, churches have stepped forward to represent some issues. 
Last year's national bicentennial brought Australian Aborigines to front-page 
and prime-time notice. Most of the Australian population crowds into the 
fertile southeast, and Aborigines usually get associated with the sparsely 
settled and barely settleworthy bush. 


But many are lost in the great cities and are only finding an audience after 
200 years. No one quite knows what ‘justice’ would look like in respect to 
such people, but most of the denominations have aboriginal rights high on 
their own agendas. 


Australian churches are also taking part in a growth of consciousness 
concerning 'green' issues in politics. Aware of the devastation of their own 
landscape, concerned lest weather changes these years portend ozone-layer 
effects, knowing that the chronic water shortages in Australia limit 
development in a land almost as large as the US with only the population of 
New York, they are reaching into the myth, theology, and experience of 
Christianity to see whether they can make some contribution to the survival of 
their Creator's creation. 


My conversations with church editors, professors, and some pastors find 
Australian churches of Western provenance busy helping their own members and 
those around them in coming to terms with 'multiculturalism', the favoured 
word for what we call ‘pluralism'. 


Since World War II, the still-dominant Anglo-Celtic stock has seen the arrival 
of large numbers of Asians. ... The Australian neo-conservatives complain 
about the loss of ‘Anglomorphic' values and society; as in the case of most 
such complaints, 'there's something to them’. But mourning erosion of old 
ways, not all of which were good ways (were they?), is less creative than 
projecting new ways, as many church leaders are doing. 


... Whether the topic is fundamentalism as a geopolitical theme, aboriginal 
spirituality, care for creation or coping with multiculturalism, it has become 
more urgent to grasp some understandings of the peculiar religio-cultural mix 
that characterizes Australian society. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a number code. For example, item 90.03.41 is the 4lst 
th item appearing in March 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. 
You can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates are 26.50 UK, 43.50 USA, 52.50 CDN, 55 AUS, 69.50 NZ, 69.50 CH, 85 BRD, 
95 NL,» 270: EF o42) ok, Obes LOI nota. 


Information about accreditation for journalists for the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (5-12 March, Seoul) and/or for 
the annual meeting of the WCC Central Committee (24-31 March, Geneva) is 
available from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The first line of EPS 90.01.30 should read: Edward Cassidy, a 65-year-old 
archbishop born in Australia, is the ... 


Available on request from EPS: the full text of the interview with WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro on Romania (EPS 90.01.83). 


Available from the National Council of Churches of Kenya (Church House, Moi 
Avenue, Box 45009, Nairobi) are the text of the recommendations from the 
recent NCCK mission conference, and the text of the presentation there by 
Canaan Banana (EPS 90.01.53). 


d Available from WCC/F&0 (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is a report from a 
: consultation last June, ‘Ecumenical Reflections on the Holy Spirit in 
Creation, Church, and History’. 


Available from the WCC Sound Bank (Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2): “ain 
interview with Czechoslovak Vice Premier Josef Hromadka (9° January, in 
Geneva) on church and state in Czechoslovakia; 
interview with WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro (12 January, in Geneva) 
on the churches in Romania and the WCC during the Ceausescu years. _ 


i The second draft of the document to be considered by the World Convocation on 
ht Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation next month in Seoul is 
Op available from WCC/JPIC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, 
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Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.02.14 ::: LUTHERAN WORLD ASSEMBLY CALLS FOR COMMITMENTS 


Delegates to the Eighth Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation called on 
"the churches of the global Lutheran communion' and their members to ‘listen 
to the people' and be ‘in solidarity with those who are poor and homeless, 
with those who suffer injustice, with those for whom life has not meaning’. 


The final version of a 20-page message was adopted during the final assembly 
plenary session, 8 February. 


It summarizes assembly issues and includes more than a dozen commitments 
"which we pray will shape the life of our communion in the coming years'. 


The message goes to the 105 LWF member churches, which account for about 55 
million of the approximately 59 million members of Lutheran denominations 
around the world. 


Norwegian Bishop Andreas Aarflot, who led the committee which developed the 
message, said it is expected to give ‘impetus and encouragement to the 
churches in their work'. 


Through the message, he said, ‘we are calling on ourselves to do something, 
rather than on other institutions’. 


In the commitments, delegates pledge support of '‘'non-violent protest and 
resistance to injustice'. They offer humanitarian assistance to displaced 
people and others suffering injustice. 


They also support ‘'demilitarization and drastic cuts in military and defence 
budgets’ and 'the total abolishment of nuclear weapons’. 


Efforts ‘to call on our governments to refuse to invest in or supply military 
assistance to countries with repressive governments' are pledged. 


An end of foreign involvement and military assistance in places such as El 
Salvador, Ethiopia, and Guatemala is called for. 


A commitment is made to ‘search for solutions to the debt crisis which is 
bringing such devastation’ to people in some parts of the world. 


Also adopted was a commitment to work to ‘open the way for women to enter the 
ordained ministry in all of our churches', and to participate in the 
Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women. That programme of the 
World Council of Churches began in 1988. 


Delegates asked for a ‘clear plan' for expressing the equality of women and 
men in the life of the church. 


They also committed themselves to: 

— be fully involved in ecumenical encounter and cooperation; 

— equip the church and its members for ministry in the secular world; 

— share insights with people in science and technology; 

— enable people to minister in their daily lives; 

— strengthen faith and deepen the spiritual life of believers; 

— better understand interfaith relations; 

—- equip people to dialogue with those of other cultures; 

— point out how witness, dialogue, mission, and self-understanding relate; 
—- defend the Amazon area against destruction. [over] 
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The assembly also adopted commitments to: . 

— work ecumenically and on an interfaith basis on issues of justice, peace 
and the integrity of creation; 

— show solidarity with Baltic and Palestinian people ‘in their quest for 
self-—determination'; 

— work to protect and safeguard the rights of indigenous people, and to 
contribute to ‘overcoming their marginalization and exploitation' ; 


A commitment on the rights of indigenous people urges that the 500th 
anniversary (in 1992) of the arrival of Europeans in the Americas be ‘a time 
of repentance rather than glorification’. 


The message says 'it has not always been easy for the church to listen, but if 
we are to take up the whole mission of God to the world we must in receptive 
humility hear how people are crying'. It adds that ‘our vision is partial, 
but we will continue to pray for insight and for an obedient faith.' 


Aarflot said in a news conference after the message was adopted that a simple 
summary of it would be that 'we do belong together as churches from all parts 
of the world - in sharing our resources, in listening to each other and in 
walking together'. 


Asked why abortion is not mentioned in the message, the bishop said that is 
because delegates did not put it in. He said the message came from assembly 
delegates as a ‘grassroots' effort. 


A proposal to read the entire message at the end of the session as a ‘symbolic 
act' was overwhelmingly rejected. One Danish delegate said the more 
significant symbolic act was the eucharist which followed the final session. 


In her sermon at the eucharist, Argentinian Pastor Mercedes Garcia criticized 
‘overt or covert paternalism'. She said 'we find [LWF] churches who are a 
little too keen on spreading their own salt on others without letting them 
also contribute their own flavour'. Also, she observed, 'We may give money, 
staff, and consultants, but as long as we do not respect our partners as real 
people or churches who have their own intrinsic value, we shall not be the 
salt or the light, but only a project which has been completed and filed.' 


At the end, echoing the four assembly sub-themes, LWF General Secretary Gunnar 
Staalsett dismissed participants by urging them to ‘go forth ... and seek 
communion with all the baptized ... strive for reconciliation and freedom for 
all people ... bring peace with justice to the world ... and liberate all 
creation from bondage to pollution and exploitation". 


At closed sessions of the LWF Executive Committee after the assembly, 
Staalsett, a priest of the Church of Norway, was re-elected for another term 
(till the next assembly, probably in 1996). He received 15 votes. 


Nine of the other 10 votes went to Paul Wee, LWF assistant general secretary 
for international affairs and human rights. One went to Norman Hjelnm, 
director of the LWF communication department. Wee and Hjelm are both pastors 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which nominated them. 
Staalsett, 55, was nominated by 31 member churches. 


After his election, alluding to past disagreements, Staalsett called for a 
‘new beginning', a ‘spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation', a'new day’. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.15 ::: LUTHERAN WORLD ASSEMBLY SPEAKS ON ISSUES 


The Eighth Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation meeting in Curitiba 
(Parana, Brazil, 30 January - 8 February), has offered advice and comment on 
Central America, Palestine, Brazil, the Baltic states, and South Africa. 


On Central America, the assembly says the civil war in El Salvador is ‘at 
the expense of the poorest people in the society'. It offers LWF support for 
‘the yearning of the Salvadoran people as they cry for peace, justice, and 
freedom'. It urges an ‘immediate end to all foreign assistance for military 
activities in El Salvador', noting the United States as 'the largest provider'. 


It holds the Salvadoran government responsible for ‘cruel violations committed 
by its armed forces', and calls for the immediate release of all 'persons 
unjustly detained’. It notes in particular Teresa Rosario Castro Caceres, an 
LWF employee detained since the end of November, and it mentions Salvadoran 
Lutheran Bishop Medero Gomez as among those facing persecution for ‘work for 
peace and justice’. 


Also, it denounces ‘all forms of US and other foreign intervention in Central 
America’, noting in particular the US invasion of Panama last December. 


On a list of several recommendations to LWF members, the resolution includes a 
call for them to ‘encourage the normalization of diplomatic relations between 
their governments and those in the region, and increased international trade 
with the Central American countries, especially with Nicaragua’. 


The Palestine resolution encourages LWF members to participate in an 
ecumenical programme ‘Christians for Peace in the Holy Land' beginning in 
April (Palm Sunday) and concluding in June (Pentecost Sunday). 


It suggests that on Palm Sunday, Lutheran parishes use a special prayer 
prepared by church people in Jerusalem, and ‘announce a time of reflection, 
action, prayer, and fasting which will build awareness and resolve to bring 
justice and peace to the Holy Land’. 


In its resolution on Brazil, the assembly says it has ‘heard the cries of 
people in Brazil - the Indians, the landless, the marginalized, and the many 
street children. Not least have we heard the cry of God's threatened creation 
meine brazil”.. 


In discussion before voting, it was agreed that a drafting committee will add 
references in the final version of the resolution to the situation of Afro- 
Brazilians and to the huge international debt burdening the country. The 
resolution was also to be revised to indicate that the hearing by the assembly 
of the various cries was incomplete and inadequate. 


The resolution contains separate paragraphs briefly outlining major 
difficulties and threats facing the groups of Brazilians, and the tropical 
rain forest and other parts of the natural environment. It was voted ‘in 
solidarity' with ihe Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil, 
which 'with deep concern responds to these cries’. 


Towards the end, it says: ‘We have heard the cry of the people and endangered 
creation in Brazil. But we have also seen that their struggle with 
non-violent means is an expression of hope, a hope which defies the powers of 
oppression and destruction, a hope which comes for the day when people shall 
see justice and have their rights and human dignity respected. [over] 
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'Not least is it a hope for the day when creation constantly can renew itself 
and give life and future to the whole earth.' Delegates promised to ‘bring 
the cries we have heard back to our own countries and congregations'. | 


The resolution on the Baltic states - Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia - 
prompted the most discussion and revision before it was finally approved. 
Lutheranism is a major form of Christianity in the area. As well as Lutheran 
denominations in each country, corresponding ‘exile churches' are LWF members. 


During debate, some delegates from western Europe expressed concern that 
independence for the Baltic states might adversely affect changes underway in 
the Soviet Union. 


The resolution thanks God for 'new avenues for religious and civil freedom and 
for self-—determination of nations' opening in eastern Europe. But, it says, 
that process is 'still suppressed in the Baltic states ... by the USSR'. The 
explicit reference to the Soviet Union was added by amendment from the floor. 
Till 1917, the three states were part of the Russian empire. They were added 
to the Soviet Union during World War II. 


The resolution says recent changes in the Soviet Union have meant ‘certain 
limited freedoms to the churches in the occupied Baltic states, and have 
allowed the great spiritual hunger of the population, especially the youth, to 
surface'. 


But, it adds, ‘in the international community ... there is still a lack of 
full understanding of the historical, cultural, and political background of 
these nations, of their aspirations, and of their desire for 
self—determination'. 


It urges LWF members to 'be informed objectively about the Baltic situation’, 
and ‘render all possible spiritual and material assistance to the Baltic 
Lutheran churches’. It asks ‘all people of goodwill to support’ the 
non-violent struggle and the longing of the Estonian, Latvian, and Lithuanian 
peoples for freedom and self-—determination'. 


In a resolution on South Africa, the assembly welcomes promises by South 
African President F.W. de Klerk to release unconditionally black nationalist 
leader Nelson Mandela, lift the ban on several ‘liberation and anti-apartheid 
organizations', and reform laws about the death penalty. 


Describing these decisions as 'the result of concerted action by the people of 
South Africa and the liberation movements, as well as by friends in the 
international community, to bring pressure against the apartheid government’, - 
the resolution lists several aspects of South African life it considers still 
in need of change. It concludes that ‘basic structures and practices of the 
apartheid system remain in effect'. 


The assembly calls for continued and intensified pressure for change in South 
Africa, and, ‘should the demands of the churches and the people of South 
Africa be met', promises an ‘intense programme of support for the peaceful 
transition to democracy, for the repatriation and resettlement of exiles, and 
for nation-building tasks'. 


As Mandela was being released, the LWF Executive Committee, meeting after the 
assembly, expressed joy, but reiterated the assembly call for continued 
pressure for change. [EPS] | 
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EPS 90.02.16 ::: BRAKEMEIER OF BRAZIL CHOSEN LUTHERAN WORLD PRESIDENT 


A Brazilian church leader has been elected president of the Lutheran World 
Federation till its next assembly (probably in 1996). 


Chosen at the LWF Eighth Assembly (Curitiba, Parana, Brazil; 30 January-8 
February; EPS 90.02.04, 05, 06, 14, 15,) was Presiding Pastor Gottfried 
Brakemeier of the Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil. The 
other candidate was Presiding Bishop Donald Sjoberg of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada. The vote was 183-165, with 10 spoiled ballots. 


After an extended period of confusion, false starts, and procedural wrangling, 
and after two postponements, a 48-member LWF Council was elected, representing 
the seven LWF regions. The council is to govern LWF between assemblies. For 
most regions, the same number of candidates as places was presented. There 
was one more candidate than places each from Asia and Latin America. Of those 
elected, 42 percent are women, and 15 percent are under 30. 


The assembly resolved that at future assemblies, at least a fifth of the 
delegates are to be under 30, and that 15 percent is to remain the minimum for 
youth membership on the LWF Council, with at least one from each of the seven 
LWF regions. 


Until February 1991, 29 of the council members serve as the LWF Executive 
Committee. It is the between-assemblies governing body till then, when a new 
LWF constitution is to take effect. 


At closed sessions after the assembly, the committee re-elected LWF General 
Secretary Gunnar Staalsett to a second term, and chose from among its members 
a treasurer and five vice presidents. The treasurer is Christina Rogestam, a 
government official from Sweden. Vice presidents are US Bishop Herbert 
Chilstrom, West German Bishop Horst Hirschler (Hannover), Ethiopian Church 
President Francis Stephanos, Taiwan church worker Sophia Tung, and East German 
(DDR) lawyer Martina Huhn. 


The assembly sent a greeting to mark the independence (21 March) of Namibia, 
most of whose Christians are Lutherans. It urges that independence day ‘also 
be a day of prayer that God will bless this new nation with harmony and 
justice, security and peace, and that those who are chosen to lead be given 
wisdom, courage, and an abiding commitment to the dignity, human rights, and 
the well-being of every citizen'. 


It received a message from UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar. He 
said LWF ‘efforts towards peacemaking, international understanding, and 
equitable development, its dedication to serving urgent human needs through 
works of relief, resettlement, and care for refugees, and its strong support 
for human rights are well known’. 


The assembly referred to the Executive Committee a resolution urging that the 
location of the next assembly be such that the physically disabled are able to 
participate fully. It also called for increased provision for the physically 
disabled to be part of all aspects of LWF life. 


In a message to Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev sent just after the 
committee meeting, Brakemeier and Staalsett expressed ‘thanksgiving to God for 
the great openness and democracy experienced by the people of eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union in recent months', and supported ‘the decision to abandon 
the [Soviet Communist Party] monopoly on political power'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.17 ::: UN ASSEMBLY SESSION JUDGED CONSTRUCTIVE (Tracy Early) 


The 1989 session of the UN General Assembly had a more constructive tone than 
many earlier sessions, according to an observer for the World Council of 
Churches. 


‘It appeared to me that the mood was much more upbeat than it's been for at 
least a decade', said H. Lamar Gibble, who worked part time in New York from 
June till last month on behalf of the WCC Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs. 


Gibble, a commission member, is a staff member of the [US] Church of the 
Brethren with responsibilities for Asia, Europe, peace, and international 
affairs. 


In an interview last month, he attributed much of the improved atmosphere to 
the arrival of the Bush administration last year. He said the ‘'bashing' of 
the United Nations by the Reagan administration was ‘deeply felt'. 


The more encouraging spirit in the latest General Assembly also derived, 
Gibble said, from reduced superpower tensions and developments such as British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher avoiding an adversarial approach and devoting 
her address rather to environmental issues. 


Gibble said the session as a whole gave more attention to ecology than ever 
before. He also reported a growing confidence - strengthened by the UN 
contribution in areas such as Namibia, and its receipt of the Nobel Peace 
Prize — that the UN can play a significant peace-keeping role. 


One specific accomplishment of the 1989 session, Gibble noted, was adoption of 
a convention on the rights of children. Church bodies should now follow up, 
he said, by encouraging national governments to ratify the convention and 
embody its provisions in their own legislation. 


Gibble said a potentially troubling development was a protest by China that 
criticism of member states on human rights issues amounted to interference in 
their internal affairs. 


This criticism aroused concern that a proposal to give Third World governments 
more representation on the Human Rights Commission, which the CCIA would 
normally welcome, may be designed to dilute the impact of the UN human-rights 
work, he said. 


Much attention was absorbed by changes in Eastern Europe during the weeks of 
the assembly. Although those events excited the UN community, Gibble said, 
some Third World leaders found their priorities neglected as a result, and the 
concept of a new international economic order seems to have died. 


While carrying on some of the work of the CCIA UN office, Gibble was also 
assigned to study the office itself in the interim between directors. 


He said he concluded that the office needs someone of stature in international 
affairs to serve for a longer term than has recently been the case. 


He said his own experience convinced him that effectiveness at the UN comes 
only with an investment of years. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.02.18 ::: USSR: ORTHODOX BISHOPS IN SPECIAL MEETING 


A special meeting in Moscow (30-31 January) of bishops of the Russian 
[Eastern] Orthodox Church dealt with several issues, including relations with 
eastern-rite Roman Catholics in the Ukraine, greater autonomy for Russian 
Orthodox in the Ukraine and Byelorussia, and an independent Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church led by a former Russian Orthodox bishop. 


The bishops ratified recommendations agreed earlier last month by Vatican and 
Russian Orthodox representatives on how to normalize relationships, especially 
as they concern eastern-rite Roman Catholics in the western Ukraine. Their 
worship forms and social customs are Orthodox, but they are in communion with 
Rome. The Vatican has also reportedly ratified the proposals. 


The Ukrainian Catholic Church began its identity separate from Eastern 
Orthodoxy and as part of Roman Catholicism in 1596. In the Soviet Union, it 
has been illegal since 1946, when it became part of Russian Orthodoxy. 


Nonetheless, Ukrainian Catholics - estimated to number in the millions - have 
continued an illegal, underground existence since then, especially in the 
western Ukraine. 


With the recent changes in Soviet society, Ukrainian Catholicism has 
re-emerged in a public way. In some cases, congregations and clergy have 
publicly changed their allegiance to it from Russian Orthodoxy. 


The communiqué issued after the Vatican-Russian Orthodox meeting calls for a 
solution to the dispute ‘in the light and in the love of the gospel’. It 
recognises the right of Orthodox and Catholics in the Ukraine to ‘express in 
peace and harmony their faith in appropriate places for worship’. 


An agreed document dealing with practical details is to be released later. 


The Russian Orthodox bishops observe that 'normal life in Orthodox parishes in 
the western Ukraine has been disturbed by the fact that Catholics of the 
eastern rite are banishing the Orthodox from their churches with the use of 
force and threat of force, and capturing these churches’. 


They say ‘both the Orthodox and Catholics of the eastern rite suffered’ over 
the years, and that a dialogue on improving relations now ‘should necessarily 
involve and utter a sincere rejection, both in theory and practice, of those 
methods of seeking church unity which compromised themselves in history'. 


Among those, the bishops specify eastern-rite Roman Catholicism, as well as 
‘proselytism, violence, and suppression of individual rights and freedoms. 


‘At the same time', they continue, ‘'we affirm that the Catholics of the 
eastern rite (Uniates), just as all believers in our country, should have 
equal rights, including the right to openly and legally confess their faith.' 


They urge eastern-rite Catholics to ‘stop without delay the acts of violence 
and capture of churches in which the Orthodox worship’. 


It is, they add, ‘cooperation in the spirit of mutual understanding and on the 
basis of negotiated agreements, rather than lawlessness and forceful pressure 
that can serve as foundation for solving the existing problems’. [over] 
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In connection with the disputes in the Ukraine, the bishops also protested 
‘the unlawful actions' of local authorities in the Lvov, Ivano—Frankosvsk, and 
Ternopol regions, and ‘inefficient measures' of regional representatives of 
the Soviet-government Council for Religious Affairs. 


This was reportedly the first public church protest of GRA actions or policy. 


In other decisions, the bishops gave what they describe as ‘considerable 
independence’ to the Russian Orthodox exarchates (groups of dioceses) in the 
Ukraine and Byelorussia. 


Also, the exarchates were given alternate names reflecting their new status - 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, and the Byelorussian Orthodox Church. 


The bishops describe the changes as a ‘timely measure motivated by pastoral 
concern', and express hope they will 'help meet the national expectations of 
the Orthodox believers' in the two Soviet republics. 


They also express hope that the ‘broader rights ... will enable the religious 
people to build their church life on their own, in accordance with their own 
ecclesial and national traditions, thus contributing to the development of 
these churches' spiritual potential.' 


The new status moves Ukrainian and Byelorussian Orthodox closer to autonomy or 
autocephaly (complete independence), though additional Russian Orthodox 
decisions would be required before that could happen according to Eastern 
Orthodox norms. 


Besides increasing the independence of the Byelorussian and Ukrainian 
exarchates, the bishops took administrative action affecting nine Russian 
Orthodox dioceses outside Soviet territory - Argentina and South America, 
Baden and Bavaria (southern West Germany), Berlin and Leipzig (East Germany 
and all of Berlin), Brussels and Belgium, Vienna and Austria, The Hague and 
the Netherlands, Dusseldorf (northern West Germany), Chersonese (France), and 
Surozh (Britain). 


There are also groups of Russian Orthodox parishes in North America which have 
declined to be part of the Orthodox Church in America, which the Russian 
Orthodox Church declared autocephalous in 1970. 


The bishops issued an appeal to clergy and laity who have, "voluntarily or 
involuntarily, wittingly or unwittingly', followed former Russian Orthodox 
Bishop Ioann into the Ukrainian Autocephalous Apostolic Orthodox Church of the 
Greek-Ukrainian Rite. 


The bishops urged them to ‘come back to the fold of the Mother Church now 
suffering and grieving for them'. 


The new Ukrainian body is associated with the US-based Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church, which has named Ioann an archbishop. He declined a summons 
from the Russian Orthodox bishops to attend their meeting. 


Last November, the Holy Synod (executive committee) of the bishops resolved 
that ‘any religious rite performed by him' since then 'be considered invalid, 
any ordination devoid of grace, any ecclesiastical instruction illegitimate’. 
The bishops reaffirmed that decision. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.19 ::: ORTHODOX GROUP QUESTIONS CHURCH ADMINISTRATION (Tracy Early) 
A group of members of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America are raising a public and organized challenge to the way its temporal 


affairs have been administered. 


"We have no quarrel with the theology, and we're not challenging the authority 


of the bishops', said President George D. Karcazes of Orthodox Christian. 


Laity, an independent organization formed in 1988, in an interview. But, he 
added, members dislike the way various aspects of church life are handled, and 
find official channels for communication 'just are not working’. 


Complaints of ‘increasing centralization’ implicitly challenge Archbishop 
Iakovos, who has headed the archdiocese for more than 30 years. But Karcazes 
said OCL members, many of whom have been acquainted and working together in 
the church since their days in the Greek Orthodox Youth of America, do not 
feel personally estranged from the archbishop. 


A position statement in the first (November—December 1988) issue of the OCL 
newsletter, The Forum, complained of ‘moral turpitude, religious impropriety, 
financial irregularities, fiscal irresponsibility, apathy, indifference, 
cavalier conduct, and other related scandals'. 


A mid-1989 issue listed 'Fifteen Perplexing Issues' that included handling of 
money received from a development project at the archdiocesan cathedral in New 
York, investments for endowment, governance structures, and the roles of 
certain officials. 


"Moral turpitude' referred especially to the case of Bishop Anthimos of 
Denver, accused by the daughter of an archdiocesan priest of involving her in 
a sexual relationship that left her psychologically scarred. Anthimos denied 
the charges, but resigned. Lawsuits are reportedly pending. 


Karcazes, a lawyer from the Chicago suburb of Wilmette, said the Anthimos case 
was not decisive in the formation of OCL, but members felt attempts to keep it 
quiet brought justice to neither the accuser nor the accused. 


Iakovos met with an OCL delegation in Rye, near New York City, last June. He 
read a statement to them at a liturgy there 12 November, but that seems not to 
have resolved the issues. 


In a letter in mid-December, signed by Bishop Isaiah, archdiocesan chancellor, 
OCL was warned against heretical acts. Sternly, Isaiah directed ‘a final 
appeal' to OCL members to ‘turn back from divisive directions’. 


In an interview later, however, he expressed a more relaxed view. He said OCL 
disturbs some people by organizing independently. He thought ‘their words are 
too harsh', but did not consider OCL a threat. 


James Koulogeorge, an investment analyst from the Chicago suburb of Northbrook 
and the first OCL president, declared at its founding, 'We must put an end to 
the charade of the biennial Clergy-Laity Congress which poses as a democratic 
deliberative assembly. ' 


Karcazes said an OCL board meeting this month in Washington discussed the 
upcoming congress to be held there 8-12 July, and prospects for getting OCL 
concerns considered. ‘We're hopeful but not optimistic', he said. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.20 ::: EUROPEAN REFORMED CONSIDER 1992 EFFECTS 


In 1992, 12 Western European countries are set to become much more 
integrated. That prospect was high on the agenda of the officers of the 
European Area Committee of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches when they 
met in Brussels (10-12 January). 


Acting General Secretary Marc Lenders of the Ecumenical European Committee for 
Church and Society (EECCS) told them that the church in Europe is not really 
aware of the profound changes that will take place, including political, 
social, and cultural consequences for the church. Added to those challenges, 
he observed, are the great changes taking place in Central and Eastern Europe. 


Also speaking to the committee was Marc Luyckx of the Ecumenical European 
Committee for Development (EECOD). He predicted that by the end of the 
decade, Europe will be ‘a bloc of the rich'. He urged that the church in 
Europe help developing countries defend their economic and political rights. 


The three-day meeting was hosted by the United Protestant Church of Belgium. 
The officers came from the two Germanys, France, and Netherlands. [EPS] 


EPS 90.02.21 ::: SWEDEN: REFUGEE DEBATE INVOLVES CHURCH (Eva Block) 


About 30 parish churches all over Sweden have been offering shelter and 
protection to refugees of various origins who fear a threat to their life in 
Sweden. In Stockholm, a group of refugees moves from church to church so as 
not to abuse hospitality shown them in each place. 


The refugees are anxious because of a government decision to introduce 
stricter rules for granting political asylum. As a result, the UN definition 
of a refugee now determines the right to asylum in Sweden. Previously, a 
broader definition was applied. 


The new decision is retroactive. That means many of the 30 000 refugees who 
came to Sweden last year now worry about their future. For example, some of 
the 5000 ethnic Turkish Bulgarians have already been sent home. 


Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Bertil Werkstrém has expressed support for the 
refugees. Together with the Swedish Ecumenical Council, he urged the 
government minister for immigration, Maj-Lis Léow, to re-examine her decision 
and at least withdraw its retroactive effect. 'The duty of the church is to 
respect the indispensable value of each individual’, Werkstrom said. His 
appeal was later backed by the other bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden, of which most Swedes are at least nominal members. 


Lé6w, however, says Sweden cannot solve ethnic conflicts in other countries by 
its refugee policies. 


Church action in support of refugees has led to severe written attacks against 
the archbishop and a flow of letters to newspaper editors. The old concept of 
sanctuary is being discussed. It was introduced in Swedish law during the 
Middle Ages, but was abolished after the 16th-century Reformation. 


Some clergy involved in refugee issues say sanctuary should be re-legalized. 
Others, including the bishops, have suggested less drastic measures, such as 
agreements with the police whereby restrictions would be accepted on police 
efforts to arrest people who have taken refuge in a church. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.22 ::: ECUTEXT: WCC Messages on Mandela 


[The following were issued 12 February by General Secretary Emilio Castro of 
the World Council of Churches, in the wake of the release in South Africa (1l 
February) of black leader Nelson Mandela. The first is a press statement, the 
second a letter to Mandela. Similar statements were released by many other 
church leaders and bodies in South Africa and around the world.] 


The release of Mr Nelson Mandela yesterday was an historic moment for South 
Africa and for the ecumenical movement. It removes yet one more stumbling 
block towards a peaceful resolution of the race conflict in South Africa. It 
paves the way towards negotiations which we hope will enable the realization 
of a sovereign, non-racial and democratic republic of South Africa. We 
salute Mr Mandela for his many years of dignified resistance to apartheid and 
for his inspiration to many to make sacrifices in the cause of justice. 


The ecumenical movement has consistently stated that apartheid is contrary to 
the Christian faith. It is a negation of the gospel. When it is 
theologically justified, it is an evil and heretical doctrine: the World 
Council of Churches has campaigned vigorously against apartheid from its 
inception. In recent years, the call for the unconditional release of Mr 
Nelson Mandela was a critical aspect of our strategy of mass mobilisation 
against apartheid. His release, therefore, is a significant achievement. 


We, therefore, congratulate State President F. W. de Klerk for yet another act 
of courage. We urge him to take further steps which would help create the 
climate conducive to peace and harmony in South Africa. The state of 
emergency must be lifted, oppressive and discriminatory legislation removed, 
all political trials suspended, all remaining political prisoners released, 
and an amnesty to all exiles declared. Then the moment we and all the people 
of South Africa have been praying for will have drawn nearer: the beginning 
of the negotiation process leading to the elimination of apartheid. 


Until the process of negotiations is irreversible, we are bound to continue 
our efforts for the maintenance and intensification of economic sanctions 
against South Africa. 


We wish Mr Mandela and his family every blessing, and pray that he may be 
preserved to serve his people and granted wisdom to guide them during these 


momentous times. 
KKeKKeEKKK KKK 


We welcome you to this glorious new day of your freedom from imprisonment, for 
which we and many Christians throughout the world have been praying and 
campaigning for so long. We thank God who has called you to this moment and 
to this task - of negotiating the end of apartheid in order to bring to 
fruition the hopes of a new democratic and non-racial South Africa where 
peace, justice and human rights for all prevail. 


Be assured of our constant prayers and support as you travel that road with 
them to the promised land. The World Council of Churches issues a special 
invitation to you to visit us at our headquarters in Geneva. The campaign 
against apartheid and the vision of a new South Africa have been of great 
inspiration in the search for God's justice in the world. 


We wish you and Mrs Mandela every blessing for a joyous family reunion so 
rudely interrupted those infamous 27 years ago. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.23 ::: ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Youth Reflections on Unity 


[This is the last part of a communiqué from the Youth Working Group of the 
World Council of Churches. With participants from 23 countries, it met in 
Cairo last October.] 


... Economic crisis hits most forcefully the continents of Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America, where the majority of the populations are young. The youth 
are paying for debts of the past with their very future. 


Even in the affluent nations, young people face persistent unemployment and a 
general lack of the resources needed to fully participate in churches, in 
communities, in struggles. 


Our hope lies in the power of faith to transform and unite. Yet, in~ all 
places we see divisions wrought by the misuse of religious sentiments in the 
name of earthly glory and power. This challenges all people of faith, our 
churches, our communities, and our ecumenical movements to manifest the 
richness of our shared life, and so to point towards the new heaven and new 
earth promised us. 


In their frustration, the youth of the Middle East embrace those of the whole 
world. Together, we long for visions of a unity that is rooted in wrestling 
with the very real divisions that typify our world. In this we are committed 
to finding the resources, the capabilities, and the support to be able to 
build ecumenical youth movements relevant to the youth of today, able to meet 
our frustrations and hopes, and firm in the quest for unity, and the 
elimination of all that separates us from God and humanity. 


The unity we so seek is an authentic unity where peace proceeds from justice, 
and where the basis of division is challenged along with its manifestation. 
It is a unity that is not shallow, but whose depth inspires faith, and 
challenges our young people to believe (John 17:10). 


... Our meeting has sought to find paths to unity in the programmes and work 
of the WCC youth, and ecumenical youth movements across the world. We have 
discussed the importance of bringing together young people in relationships of 
equality, and solidarity. We look to internships, workcamps, seminars, and 
study groups as some means to pursue this aim. 


Our desire for constructive, prophetic engagement in our churches and our 
world finds expression in commitments to dialogue, and to involvement in wider 
ecumenical work and in all places where people gather and seek to bring God's 
love, and justice to a broken world. We work to enhance our contribution and 
participation in the ecumenical struggle for unity through projects that 
gather our experience, our strivings, our prayers, and our history. 


In gathering, we have sought to discern the ecumenical visions that will 
inspire us into the next century. We are committed to a process of global 
ecumenical youth gathering in which we seek to build common ecumenical witness 
that shall stand against the divisions of our world. This work, and these 
visions we ground in the real work of young people inspired by the Spirit that 
makes us one. 


This, then, has been our experience, our reflection, our work, and our 
planning amidst the spirituality, the frustrations, the struggles and the 
prayers of youth in the Middle East. To them we offer our prayers and our 
solidarity. ... [EPS] 
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In EPS 90.02.18, though the context distinguishes them, you may need to 
clarify that the ‘independent Ukrainian Orthodox Church led by a former 
Russian Orthodox bishop' (referred to in the first paragraph), and the 
alternate name — ‘Ukrainian Orthodox Church' - for one of the two exarchates 
of the Russian Orthodox Church (referred to in the fourth paragraph of the 
second page) refer to two different entities. Also, in the next-to-last 
paragraph, it was the meeting of the Holy Synod last November, rather than the 
special meeting of bishops last January, to which lIoann declined a summons to 
appear. 


Available from the National Council of Churches of Kenya (Church House, Moi 
Avenue, Box 45009, Nairobi) are the text of the recommendations from the 
recent NCCK mission conference, and the text of the presentation there by 
Canaan Banana (EPS 90.01.53). 


Available from WCC/F&0 (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is a report from a 
consultation last June, ‘Ecumenical Reflections on the Holy Spirit in 
Creation, Church, and History'. . 


Available from the WCC Sound Bank (Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2): 
interview with Czechoslovak Vice Beemer Josef Hromadka (9 January, in 

Geneva) on church and state in Czechoslovakia; 
interview with WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro (12 January, in Geneva) 

on the churches in Romania and the WCC during the Ceausescu years. nh ' 


The second draft of the document to be considered by the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation next month in SMS is 
available from WCC/JPIC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, 


Available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): The Poor Side 
of Europe: The Church and the (New) Poor of Western Europe by Coenraad 
Boerma. It costs 11.90 Swiss francs, 7.50 US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds. 
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EPS 90.02.24 ::: ECUMENICAL MEETING URGES CONTINUED PRESSURE ON SOUTH AFRICA 


At the invitation of the World Council of Churches, about 50 people from 
church and anti-apartheid organizations in South Africa and its neighbours, 
Europe, North America, and Asia met for two days in Harare (16-17 February). 


Considering common responses to the 'new dynamics in the struggle for justice, 
freedom and peace in South Africa created by recent events there', symbolized . 
by the release earlier this month of black leader Nelson Mandela after more 
than a quarter century in prison, participants concluded, among other things, 
that now is not the time to relax pressure for change on the South African 
government. 


According to the analysis of the group, ‘the apartheid regime is presently 
facing its most severe crisis as a result of persistent internal pressure in 
the form of opposition and defiance ... and of external boycotts, sanctions, 
and other actions to isolate the regime. It is recognized, even by the regime 
itself, that apartheid has no future.' 


Though rejoicing at the release of Mandela and other government decisions 
which ‘go part of the way in meeting the conditions required to create a 
climate conducive for negotiations to end apartheid', the consultation warned 
that 'the present euphoria should not blind us to the unchanged realities 
which continue’. 


For example, the consultation noted, 'the apartheid regime is still in place 
and power remains exclusively in the hand of the white minority, the main 
[legislative] pillars of apartheid ... remain untouched [and] the security 
apparatus of the state is still intact, and repressive legislation ... remains 
ener orce.’. 


Reiterating nine ‘fundamental principles' for a ‘united, non-racial, and 
democratic South Africa' as summarized in a UN General Assembly declaration 
last December, the consultation called them ‘universally accepted objectives 
which we as churches fully support’. 


It added that ‘only when appropriate and effective mechanisms for the 
achievement of these objectives are established, and the transition to a fully 
non-racial, democratic South Africa is ensured, can the isolation of the 
apartheid regime and sanctions against it cease'. 


After outlining the role of the church in fostering the changes under way [EPS 
90.02.33], the consultation called on ‘the South African regime to create a 
climate conducive for negotiations, to make a commitment for the total 
dismantling of apartheid, and to enter into genuine negotiations’. 


It urged 'the international community' to ‘intensify sanctions and other 
pressures ... in order to hasten the transformation of South Africa into a 
just society', to support soon-to-be-independent Namibia, and to _ help 
countries around South Africa to rebuild their economies and societies. 


Referring in particular to the United Kingdom, the consultation condemned 
governments which are 'taking steps to relax existing pressures on South 
Africa in breach of internationally-—accepted agreements’. 


It also supported the call by Mandela for ‘the unity of the oppressed', and 
urged WCC action in several areas, including providing ‘channels for the 
political support of the liberation movement'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.25 ::: ORTHODOX WOMEN MEET ON 'CHURCH AND CULTURE ' 


Two dozen Eastern and Oriental Orthodox women from 15 countries met at the 
Orthodox Academy on the island of Crete (Greece) last month (16-24 January) 
for the second International Orthodox Women's Consultation. 


Theme of the gathering, sponsored by the Sub-Unit on Women of the World 
Council of Churches, was ‘church and culture’. 


Main speakers at the Crete consultation were Elisabeth Behr-Sigel (France), 
Thomas Hopko (United States), and Mary Thomas (India) * (CEPS)»90202.25): 
Behr-Sigel and Hopko are Eastern Orthodox, Thomas Oriental Orthodox. Each 
addressed aspects of subjects which formed the basis for consultation reports 
— women and ministry, gender and sexuality, and church participation and 
decision-making by women. 


The group discussing ministry strongly recommended a ‘creative restoration of 
the diaconate for women as a response to vital needs of our churches', with 
the hope such action would also renew the diaconate for men. 


The consultation report says a renewed diaconate of men and women ‘would 
enrich the ministry of the church in meeting her needs, both spiritual and 
practical. The female diaconate, in particular, would offer to the church an 
opportunity for the faithful to experience much more widely a feminine form of 
ministry for which both men and women feel the need.' 


The group also urged that both women and men be part of ongoing theological 
dialogue on the question of ordaining women as priests, which is officially 
rejected in Orthodoxy. It noted that ‘limited discussion' of this issue at 
the consultation revealed different opinions. 


The sexuality group made recommendations in three areas — ‘issues of clean and 
unclean', ‘the sexual double standard for women and men', and ‘responsible 
family planning'. 


It urged the reworking of certain prayers and liturgical forms which may be 
understood to blame a woman for her miscarriage or to suggest that her sexual 
intercourse in bearing children is sinful. It asked that the church ‘reassure 
women' they are welcome to receive holy communion ‘when they are spiritually 
and sacramentally prepared, regardless of what time of month it may be'. 


The group also urged serious consideration, where such is not the case, of a 
‘comprehensive teaching concerning marital sexual love without conception'. 
It said clergy and other teachers should speak out against the 'wrongness' of 
cultural norms which ‘equate masculinity and feminity with the number of 
children a man or a woman has'. 


Issues noted for future discussion included singleness, domestic violence, 
divorce, homosexuality, genetic engineering, and bioethics related to human 
fertilization and conception. 


The third group urged ‘full participation’ for women in ‘those positions and 
tasks in the church which are the responsibility of the Laity? 1th callear sas, 
‘particular encouragement for women to attend their church theological schools 
wherever possible’. Noting that ‘the skills and abilities of highly educated 
and trained women often fail to be utilized in the service of the chureh >, 
said 'the church needs to seek out and recognize these skills and encourage 
and bless their use for the whole community'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.26 ::: ORTHODOX WOMEN'S ISSUES OUTLINED 


Ministry, gender, and participation were three areas addressed by the main 
Orthodox speakers at the International Orthodox Women's Consultation last 
month (EPS 90.02.25). 


In her discussion of recent developments in Orthodoxy on the question of the 
ordination of women, Elisabeth Behr-Sigel (Eastern Orthodox, France), said 
some Orthodox theologians are convinced of 'the need to rethink the problem 
globally, with courage, without prejudice, and creatively. ... After being 
first rejected as a foreign body', she added, ‘the problem of. women's 
ordination must be interiorized by the Orthodox’. 


Affirming the role of bishops in their process of rethinking - ‘in their 
collegiality within the church, as witnesses to the apostolic tradition' - she 
added that ‘everyone, everywhere, man or woman, cleric or lay person, at the 
level of his or her own responsibilities and formation is, however, [also] 
called to take part in it’. 


Behr-Sigel said that till recently there have been but two kinds of Orthodox 
answers to the question of the ordination of women as priests - ‘official or 
semi-official negative statements ... pronounced solemnly without any explicit 
theological justification' and ‘works of a few Orthodox theologians ... aware 
of this lack' who ‘try to fill the vacuum with ingenious speculations that are 
attractive, but often cannot stand up to a serious scrutiny'. 


In 1988, in Rhodes (Greece), the Ecumenical Patriarchate hosted an 
Inter-—Orthodox consultation on 'the place of the woman in the Orthodox church 
and the ordination of women' (EPS 88.11.01,60). 


Referring to its official conclusions, she described them - ‘both in their 
daring and in their intransigence' - as ‘symptomatic of the internal tensions 
within the Orthodox theological community with regard to the vexed question of 
women's ordination. The tensions found expression in Rhodes', she added, ‘but 
they are passed over in silence in the official report, which is meant to 
express unanimity.' 


She said the Rhodes conclusions ‘disappoint those ... expecting an appreciable 
lessening of Orthodox opposition' to ordaining women as priests. But, she 
noted, ‘under an apparent rigidity, the conclusions are not entirely negative.' 


In her conclusion, Behr-Sigel suggested ‘three directions in which ... 
Orthodox thought must make progress'. She said Orthodoxy must get rid of 
archaic ‘sexual taboos that still persist concerning women', such as that of 
the 'bodily impurity of women'. She called for 'deeper study of the notion of 
person,' and asked for ‘clarification of the meaning of Christian priesthood’. 


Speaking on 'God and gender', Thomas Hopko (Eastern Orthodox, United States) 
said that while God is ‘incomparable to anything creaturely' - and 'gender is 
a creaturely category' — God ‘wills to be Abba/Father to all men and women'. 


So, he said, in keeping with 'biblical tradition and ... the liturgical and 
mystical life which this tradition engenders ... there is no possiblity' to 
call God 'mother' or to call the Word of God 'daughter'. [over] 
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He said that to substitute 'parent' and 'child' for ‘father' and ‘'son' in 
referring to God is ‘unacceptable since they are theologically inaccurate and 
destructive of the familial and conjugal imagery' in the Bible, liturgy, and 
mystical experience of the church. 


He also rejected the formula ‘creator, redeemer, sanctifier' (or "sustainer') 
for the Trinity on grounds those words are not names, and that they 
misleadingly imply functions unique to this or that person of the Trinity. 


Nonetheless, Hopko said, ‘the names of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and the 
imagery arising from their divine activity in the world, cannot be applied to 
Cod in terms of our human experiences in the fallen world'. 


And, he observed, though true and ‘critically significant’ that ‘none of the 
divine persons is called by a name used for feminine human beings ... this 
does not mean that the persons of the Trinity are devoid of characteristics 
that are usually called "feminine"; nor does it mean that there is nothing in 
the Godhead to ground and valorize the feminine in the created order.' 


Noting the place of women among the saints, Hopko recalled that the only 
saintly category from which they are absent is 'hierarch'. . 


This, he observed, ‘has led the church, at least until now, to the conclusion 
that for whatever reasons (which are yet to receive adequate and convincing 
theological articulation and explanation), this particular office and ministry 
in the church is considered to be gender-determined, and as such can only be 
exercised by certain qualified men'. 


In her presentation, Mary Thomas (Oriental Orthodox, India) said the fact that 
‘the church everywhere' is male-centred and bureaucratic is ‘against the 
principle and theology of participation in the church.’ 


Speaking of her church experience, she said women are denied participation in 
church assemblies and other decision-making bodies, though 'they desire 
membership in parish assemblies, diocesan assemblies, diocesan councils, 
managing committees, and the rule committee, except the Holy Synod" of bishops. 


She observed that with women elibible for all roles in civil government, ‘the 
prohibition of women even to the lowest assembly in the spiritual structure 
appears to be humiliating’. 


She also noted that women have been denied theological education. 
She said Orthodox women are ‘definitely against taking up a fighting stance 
against any of the oppressive or apparently humiliating practices of the 


church. We are confident that our demands will be fulfilled democratically. ' 


She said the ordination of women ‘at present or in the near future ... is not 
an issue among our women folk'. 


However, she urged that WCC ‘take this issue seriously and to study the 
position of ordained women ministers in the churches where their services are 


utilized as ministers’. 


She also declared full support for ordained women in western churches. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.27 ::: RUSSIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS APPEAL ON CONFLICTS 


The bishops of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church have issued a 'pastoral 
appeal’ against those in western Ukraine who ‘try to sow discord on 
nationalistic grounds, thereby threatening' church unity. 


In recent months in that area, some have left the Russian Orthodox Church for 
a separate jurisdiction affiliated with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
USA. 


In other cases, Ukrainian Catholics (Roman Catholics whose worship forms and 
social customs are quite similar to Orthodox), have reasserted a separate 
identity and existence - illegal in the Soviet Union since 1946 when the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church was merged into the Russian Orthodox Church. 


The bishops call it ‘painful to witness a growing tension' in the western 
Ukraine ‘where the process of normalizing the situation of the [Ukrainian] 
Catholics ... is misused by extremist groups to instigate interconfessional 
discontent and national tension, and where the rights of Orthodox communities 
are being trampled upon when their members are forced out of their churches'. 


Last month, Vatican and Russian Orthodox representatives agreed on procedures 
to untangle the two traditions in the Ukraine. 


For its part, the Russian Orthodox bishops have announced changes which give 
the Russian Orthodox dioceses in the Ukraine as a group. considerable 
independence. (The same applies to the dioceses in Byelorussia, another part 
of the Soviet Union.) 


As part of the changes, the Ukrainian exarchate (group of Ukrainian dioceses) 
may also be referred to as the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 


In their appeal, the bishops describe the Russian Orthodox Church as ever a 
"caring mother to her children of different nationalities ... and denouncing 
any proclamation of hatred, violence, or national exclusiveness'. 


They continue: 'We call upon you, beloved children of our Orthodox Church, to 
stay away from those sowing enmity among nations for this is a diabolic doing.' 


The appeal also speaks more generally of ethnic unrest in the Soviet Union, 
now showing itself after a past in which 'many unlawful actions ... were 
committed ... against the long-suffering peoples living on its vast 
territories’. 


Besides the ‘millions of honest individuals loyal to their motherland [who] 
fell victims to such lawlessness', the bishops say, ‘whole nations had their 
lawful interests severely trampled upon’. 


Now, they observe, in some cases, in reaction to this past, there are 
‘violations with a heavy toll among defenceless people whose only "crime" is a 
different nationality. Our religious conscience will never reconcile to this.' 


The bishops call on all believers to 'pray fervently for the appeasement and 
cessation of inter-ethnic conflicts’. 


They ask ‘all of you to serve, as far as possible, for the reconciliation of 
people by good words and deeds.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.28 ::: AOTEAROA/NEW ZEALAND: ECUMENICAL MESSAGE ON TREATY 


In a message to Prime Minister Geoffrey Palmer of New Zealand (Aotearoa), 
General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches commends his 
government for 'its commitment to the search for legislation and policies that 
enhance the place of the Tangata Whenua [a reference to the Maori, descendants 
of the inhabitants of what is now New Zealand before Europeans arrived] in 
Aotearoa’. 


The message from Castro marked the 150th anniversary of the Treaty of Waitangi 
(6 February 1840), signed by Maori chiefs and a representative of British 
Queen Victoria. The anniversary is now a New Zealand national day. 


Under the treaty, European settlers were welcomed, and various Maori customary 
rights were to continue. Maori say that as regards them, the treaty has not 
been honoured over the years. 


According to Britannica World Information, 81.2 percent of the New Zealand 
population of about 3.4 million is European (also referred to as Pakeha), 9.0 
percent Maori, 2.9 percent Polynesian, and 6.9 percent other or not specified. 


Castro observes that it is widely acknowledged that ‘the last years have seen 
significant changes in Maori-Pakeha relationships'. He says this has been 
greatly helped by the openness of the New Zealand government to hear Maori 
claims. 


He says the response of governments to _ the claims of their indigenous 
populations is generally becoming a matter of critical international concern. 


Noting that WCC members have supported indigenous people in their claims for 
justice and self-determination, he adds that such cries are increasing as 
indigenous people in many parts of the world are forceably removed from their 
traditional lands to make way for commercial exploitation of mineral resources. 


'We ask you to mark this commemorative year by giving increased energy and 
resources to help realise the legitimate aspirations of the Maori to their 
lands, restoration of their language and the reduction of the disproportionate 
numbers of Maori in prison, welfare and unemployment", Castro writes. [EPS] 


EPS 90.02.29 ::: NICARAGUA: ECUMENICAL ELECTION OBSERVERS WIND UP WORK 


Its first members having arrived in mid-December, the team of ‘international 
ecumenical observers of the Nicaraguan electoral process' was winding up its 

work this month in connection with the elections there (25 February). The 
team was sponsored by the World, [US] National, and Latin America Councils of 
Churches, and the Lutheran World Federation. 


The group was invited by ‘a broad range of the ecumenical community' in 
Nicaragua as part of a ‘ministry of accompaniment of the Central American 
peace process, and to interpret the electoral process' to people outside the 
country. About a score of people served for some period on the team. 


One team member, Chilean Methodist Bishop Isaias Gutierrez said the team was 
‘impressed with the freedom of expression’ shown during the election 
campaign. He praised Nicaraguan church leaders, including some who have been 
critical of the government, for ‘efforts at reconciliation' during the 
campaign. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.30 ::: USA: BISHOP ORDAINS, LATER REBUKES GAY PRIEST 


Just before Christmas, John Spong, Anglican bishop for the northern part of 
the US state of New Jersey, ordained Robert Williams a priest. Williams, who 
is gay, was not required to pledge celibacy. His companion of some years was 
a prayer leader during the liturgy. 


Spong said a result of the ordination would be a 'more honest, open, loving, 
inclusive, and Christ-like' church. The ordination drew strong criticism from 
several other bishops and parts of US Anglicanism. 


A month later, however, Williams was asked to resign by the board of Oasis, a 
diocesan ministry to gays and lesbians. It said remarks Williams made earlier 
in January ‘called into question the Christian tradition of celibacy and 
monogamy'. Williams called monogamy ‘as unnatural as celibacy', and said 
Mother Teresa would be "better off' were she sexually active. 


Spong called the remarks ‘insensitive, immature, and totally destructive of 
what this diocese has tried to do in supporting responsible gay and lesbian 
relationships’. He told Williams not to function as a priest pending a study 
to find out if there was '‘'misrepresentation' during the two-year screening 
process which preceded his ordination. 


In a letter to other bishops, Spong said he ordained Williams assured ‘his 
life could offer to the homosexual population of our metropolitan area a model 
of holiness, fidelity, and monogamy with which we could counter promiscuity 
and other forms of predatory or casual sexual behaviour .... We do not affirm 
immorality regardless of one's sexual orientation.' He said the ordination 
and later developments have ‘done harm to our church ... and accomplished none 
of our desires. For that I am deeply distressed.' 


Williams said Spong ‘'betrayed' him after being pressured by other bishops. He 
said Spong 'began to distance himself from the more prophetic and radical 
aspects of my ministry' even before he was ordained. He called his remarks 
about Mother Teresa ‘a dumb mistake'. He said he will continue to function as 
a priest, even if that might eventually mean ‘starting my own church ... in 
order to tell the truth’. 


Meanwhile, a regional Lutheran bishop has begun disciplinary proceedings 
against two San Francisco parishes in his synod which last month ordained as 
pastors a lesbian couple and a gay man who declined to pledge celibacy. At 
the time, none of the three was certified for ordination in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. [EPS] 


EPS 90.02.31 ::: CUBA: PRESBYTERIANS MARK 100 YEARS 
The Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba marked its 100th anniversary earlier 
this year. [EPS] 


EPS 90.02.32 ::: USSR: ORTHODOX URGE ACTION ON CATHOLICS, NEW RELIGION LAW 
After the special meeting of bishops of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church 
(EPS 90.02.18), some of them visited First Deputy Chairman A. Lukianov of the 
Soviet national legislature (Supreme Soviet). According to a church report, 
they stressed that problems between Russian Orthodoxy and eastern-rite Roman 
Catholicism in the western Ukraine should be solved on the basis of current 
Soviet law, and Vatican-Russian Orthodox understandings agreed last month. 
They also stressed the urgency of a new law on freedom of conscience to 
replace 1929 regulations now in force. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.33 ::: ECUTEXT: The Church in a Changing South Africa 


[This is excerpted from a statement by an ecumenical consultation on South 
Africa held this month in Harare (EPS 90.02.24].] 


... The churches, both in South Africa and abroad, will need to exercise 
maximum vigilance in this critical period to ensure the. early and rapid 
transformation of South Africa into a united, non-racial, and democratic state. 


We believe that it is essential that the necessary climate be created for 
negotiations. Therefore: 


5.1 All political prisoners (as defined by the South African Human Rights 
Commission) and detainees must be unconditionally released; 


De 11 exiles must be allowed to return to South Africa unconditionally; 
5.3 The state of emergency must be lifted, and all repressive legislation 
must be repealed; 


5.4 All political trials and political executions must cease. 


Other aspects which will necessitate vigilance on the part of the churches are 
the mechanisms for the drawing-up of a new constitution, and the agreements 
regarding transitional arrangements, including the holding of elections. ... 


The church's primary task is to witness prophetically to demands of justice, 
freedom and peace, which the gospel of Jesus Christ proclaims. Another task 
is to work for the healing and reconciliation of a broken and divided society. 


The churches therefore must continue to play an active role to ensure that 
these gospel values are respected and enshrined in the new dispensation. 
This will require: 


GL That the churches in South Africa monitor and interpret’ the 
developing situation and establish an efficient communication network to 
inform the churches abroad and the international community at large; 


6.2 That the churches in South Africa and abroad continue to support the 
liberation movement in their struggle to bring about a united non-racial 
and democratic South Africa; 


6.3 That the South African churches minister to the needs of the released 
political prisoners and returnees through programmes of reception, 
resettlement and rehabilitation, in consultation with the liberation 
movement, churches abroad and the international community. These 
programmes will require a financial commitment from. churches and 
international agencies; 


6.4 That the churches abroad support programmes established by SACC [= 
South African Council of Churches] and other groups to challenge the 
existing imbalances in society, particularly in the area of education and 
development. ... ; 


We call on churches to pray for and engage in acts of solidarity with the 
people of South Africa - for those who continue to suffer as victims of 
apartheid, for the leaders who strive for justice and peace, for the unity of 
all the people of South Africa. ... [EPS] ia SARs vat 
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EPS 90.02.34 ::: ECUVIEW: Impressions of Scotland (by A. & I. Borde) 


[Augustine and Indira Borde are retired professors at Wilson College in 
Bombay. Last year, they completed a three-year assignment in Scotland under 
the auspices of the Board of World Mission and Unity of the [Reformed] Church 
of Scotland. This item appeared in the October issue of Life and Work, 
monthly magazine of the Church of Scotland.] 


The first impression of a visitor to Scotland from Asia is one of affluence 
and consumerism. However, soon it is clear that there is poverty. It takes a 
little time to recognize the different kind of poverty elsewhere. 


Unemployment, the problems and difficulties faced by the elderly, single- 
parent families and many other issues soon make an impact. Growing 
inequalities and disparities between the rich and the poor are hard enough to 
accept in poorer societies. Harder is the acceptance of growing inequalities 
in otherwise, at least apparently, egalitarian societies. 


One also begins to see that affluence often leads to a feeling of self- 
sufficiency, loneliness and isolation. Questions about personal relationships, 
spiritual emptiness, loss of meaning, privatisation of life and even of 
religion soon arise. The need to define the role of the church in such a 
situation becomes urgent. 


Science, technology, social sciences, legal and medical studies, democracy, 
rationalism and individualism have contributed to the progress of the West but 
they also leave many questions unanswered. Is a separation of life from 
faith inevitable? Must rationality and scientific attitudes lead to self- 
destructiveness? What is the message of all this for developing countries? 


We were particularly struck, in our three years in Scotland, by certain 
debates and discussions, by certain developments and movements. All over 
Scotland people have said to us that Scotland needs mission. It certainly is 
a welcome response insofar as it implies humility and repentance and the 
recognition of the urgent needs and challenges of the day. 


However, we sensed a danger here and that is to stop at mission in and to 
Scotland and forget that the [Reformed] Church of Scotland is part of the 
world church. 


Genuine renewal of the church in Scotland is of course vital but it cannot 
take place in isolation from the rest of the world church. It is not an 
either/or: ‘home mission' or ‘overseas mission’. 


Another mistake often made, in a sense of guilt and repentance for past 
attitudes of colonialism and triumphalism, of imposition of Western culture on 
the rest of the world, is to condemn the missionary enterprise itself. 


Mission has to be understood in a new sense, no longer as one-way but as 
two-way, no longer in the narrow sense of old. In fact, the freeing of the 
Gospel from colonialism and political domination of the past should strengthen 
world mission. 


A movement that was greatly inspiring was the Inter-Church Process. Coming 
as we do from a united church, we rejoice in the resolve to go from 
cooperation to commitment and in the many ecumenical ventures at the local 
level, even in remote parts of Scotland. [over] 
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We are aware that there are deep-seated historical reasons for the persisting © 
divisions and attitudes, but for us unity issues are not only not a 
distraction but disunity is often a major barrier to the advance of Christ's 
cause. Unity need not mean uniformity and enriching diversity is welcome. 


A noticeable change has taken place in the role and place of women in the 
church. 


In addition to the ordination of women as elders and ministers, there is the 
hopeful recognition of the need for sensitive and inclusive language and the 
encouraging statistics of the increase in the number of new women elders. 


Nevertheless, it would be good to see more women in the courts and committees 
of the church and in the general assembly, and a greater urgency in the 
movement towards the ministry of the whole people of God. 


Another question is about the role of the ministers and the lay people. In 
the churches in the developing nations, there is an interdependence, a mutual 
strengthening of each by the other. 


Seeing the stress and strain on the ministers and the burdens they expect and 
are expected to carry, one feels the need for ministering to the ministers and 
the question of the relationship of the ordained to the laity and the role of 
each can legitimately be asked. 


A comparatively recent development is the concern that is being shown for 
living in a multi-faith context in Scotland. The dilemmas and tensions of 
living in a multi-faith and multi-racial society are slowly beginning to be 
felt. Some very honest questions are consequently being asked. 


Should not our voice be the voice of understanding, love and respect rather 
than the voice of power and condemnation in our relationships to people of 
other faiths? What does it mean to welcome the stranger in our midst? Are 
we guilty of racist attitudes? How can we witness to the Gospel in love? 


A good deal needs to be done at so many levels to foster mutual and enriching 
relationships. 


It has been an encouraging experience for us to see the readiness to take a 
critical look at church and society - at lifestyles, at the growing 
secularism, at the marginalising of religion, at spending - both individual 
and corporate —- at affluence. 


Justice and peace issues are being agonized over: many are seriously 
grappling with the question of how to live the Gospel in a broken and 
increasingly unjust world, and how to hold together evangelism and social 
action, which are often considered, wrongly, to be incompatible. 


The generosity of people in responding to emergencies and calamities in other 
parts of the world is truly an uplifting experience. Much discussion also 
goes on about worship, the dangers of a too cerebral Christianity and how to 
make worship truly joyful. 


May the Church of Scotland continue to be a truly sharing church. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.35 3:3: ECUVIEW: Ecumenical Untidiness (by John Neill) 


[Neill is bishop of Tuam, Killala, and Achonry of the [Anglican] Church of 
Ireland. This is excerpted from a longer text which appeared in the September 
issue of Irish Christian Digest.] 


-.-. To move forward in ecumenism, there needs to be an acceptance of a great 
deal of untidiness. The untidiness to which I refer is not one of mere 
outward appearance — but an ability to live with certain theological paradoxes 
and anomalies in ecclesiastical discipline. 


Church unity -— full intercommunication, mutual recognition of ministries - is 
not something that will suddenly be declared one day, as might political 
unity. In Europe, we look to 1992 for a single market, and that may well be a 
viable economic approach. Such an approach is not realistic for Christian 
unity - it was tried in some places and brought confusion and disillusionment. 


In matters of church life, we have for too long thought in terms of resolving 
questions as a pre-condition to unity. Not for one moment do I play down the 
profound significance of theological discussions, in fact we need more and not 
less of such enterprise. 


But theological discussion is placed out of context if it is assumed that 
theological agreement must precede definite steps in sharing of devotional and 
sacramental life. There need to be experiments at the local level, there need 
to be pilot projects, there needs to be a willingness to respond to what the 
Holy Spirit often seems to be doing in specific situations. ... 


For this untidiness to be accepted, there needs to be a commitment to the 
search for full organic unity. If our goal is clear, then we can and must 
make concessions in order to achieve that goal. 


It is not realistic or valid to ask churches to change simply in the cause of 
better relations. But if we are committed to finding unity - then there will 
have to be features of church life which will appear confusing and even 
disturbing. 


For Anglicans entering into unity with some other traditions, this involves 
having -to accept that for a period of time, recognition must be given to 
ministry that has not received episcopal ordination. For Protestants, steps 
towards unity may involve living closely and worshipping with those with whom 
theological agreement has not yet been reached. For Roman Catholics, 
commitment to unity may involve realising that intercommunion which is the 
goal of unity can also be its means. 


Speaking as an Anglican, I can make the observation that one of the great 
treasures that we are certain that we kept intact at the Reformation was the 
historic catholic ministry. This very pride has, however, been our greatest 
burden in all ecumenical endeavour with the Protestant churches. This does 
not mean that we have to jettison it, but it does mean that we have to be more 
open to the way in which we can share it with others without denying that God 
has also blessed their ministry. 


It is surely no coincidence that we are at this time the part of the universal 
church most wrestling with the question of women's ministry. We are having 
to live with anomaly, paradox and even downright contradiction within the 
Anglican communion over the very ministry which was our pride and joy. [over] 
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Is this a way in which God is speaking to us for the sake of the whole — 
church? What is dear to us is what God may be calling us to see in a new way 
and use in a new way for the sake of Christian unity. If this is true, it may 
be that God is also challenging other Christians where it hurts most. 


Could God be asking many Protestants to stop seeing agreement in all matters 
of faith as a pre-condition to every step in unity? Could God be calling upon 
the Roman Catholic church to share Holy Communion with other Christian 
churches who are on the road to unity? ... 


There must [also] be an attempt to simplify ecumenical structures. 
Ecumenical meetings and conferences and consultations and committees can 
easily become a full-time occupation. At this present time there are clergy 
and laity in all our churches who would hardly know what to do if there was 
Christian unity. They would so miss all the meetings! 


We have in Ireland a very complex ecumenical structure. This has grown up as 
it is for all sorts of historical reasons. It has all been most effective in 
various ways. But in matters ecumenical, we have not been spared a common 
Christian failing. The failing is to imagine that what God has once used must 
be preserved, even though it is obvious that something new has taken its place. 


The Irish Council of Churches brought together [almost] all the churches other 
than the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland. As such, it achieved much in the 
way of common action, and in the development of understanding. Though the 
Roman Catholic church did not join this council, that church and the council 
have constantly worked together on many projects. ... 


More recently, out of what have been called the Ballymascanlon talks, a new 
Interchurch Committee was formed, of which the Roman Catholic Church was of 
course both a full and founding member. ... The work of the ... committee has 
been closely related to that of the Irish Council of Churches. 


At this time the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland is coming into 
existence. ... Exactly how this body will develop must remain to be seen, but 
it is a tremendous sign of hope, and it is good that there will be a real 
Irish presence. 


But you see what is happening, particularly for those churches in Ireland who 
want full ecumenical participation. Apart from any commitment to their own 
denomination world-wide, they will have a commitment to the Irish Interchurch 
Committee, to the Irish Council of Churches (if they are not Roman Catholic), 
and to the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland, to say nothing of the 
World Council of Churches or the Conference of European Churches. This will 
be costly in financial terms, in terms of time, and of human resources. 


There must be some simplification of our structures here for effective 
action. One very realistic step would be to put more resources into the 
Interchurch Committee, and abolish the Irish Council of Churches. This would 
mean that the Irish Interchurch Committee would relate directly to the 
individual churches. 


There seems little point having a council of churches which is not a church, 
and never can be a church, and which does not include the majority church, 
existing alongside an effective body which includes all the major churches. 
My plea is that an invaluable step for Irish ecumenism would be to put all our 
local resources into the Interchurch Committee, develop it, and use it as the 
ecumenical instrument that it can surely be. ... [EPS] 
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Available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 
situation report #6 on ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka (14 February ) 


Available from the National -Council of Churches of Kenya (Church House, Moi 
Avenue, Box 45009, Nairobi) are the text of the recommendations from the 
recent NCCK mission conference, and the text of the presentation there by 
Canaan Banana (EPS 90.01.53). 


Available from WCC/F&0 (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is a report from a 
consultation last June, ‘Ecumenical Reflections on the Holy Spirit in 
Creation, Church, and History’. 


Available from the WCC Sound Bank (Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2): 

interview with Czechoslovak Vice Premier Josef Hromadka (9 January, in 
Geneva) on church and state in Czechoslovakia; 

interview with WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro (12 January, in Geneva) 
on the churches in Romania and the WCC during the Ceausescu years. 


Available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): The Poor Side 
of Europe: The Church and the (New) Poor of Western Europe by Coenraad 
Boerma. It costs 11.90 Swiss francs, 7.50 US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds. 
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EPS 90.03.01 ::: VATICAN, PATRIARCHATE SETTLING 'VEXED QUESTIONS' IN UKRAINE 


The Vatican and the Moscow Patriarchate have agreed to a joint commission to 
settle 'vexed questions' with regard to eastern-rite Roman Catholics in the 
western Ukraine. 


The recommendations were agreed earlier this year in Moscow by high-ranking 
Vatican and patriarchate representatives. They were released following 
approval by authorities of each side [EPS 90.02.18]. 


At issue are an estimated several million people in the Ukraine whose worship 
forms and social ethos is Orthodox, but who are (or wish to be) in communion 
with the pope. These people, the text says, should be able to exercise 'free 
choice ... without any pressure exerted upon them'. 


A distinct Ukrainian Catholic Church came into being in 1596. It was outlawed 
in the Soviet Union in 1946, when the Ukrainian Catholic Church became part of 
the Russian Orthodox Church. It continues in other parts of the world. 


The text urges that in cases where erstwhile Eastern Orthodox congregations 
have split over the issue of becoming Roman Catholic 'both sides ... overcome 
reciprocal claims on the basis of law, and without enmity for the sake of 
reaching faternal agreement ....' 


Normalization means, the text says, 'a new page in the history of relations 
between the Catholics and Orthodox in the region, where mutual injustices and 
confrontation of the past must be overcome in the spirit of sincere 
forgiveness and reconciliation, and replaced by cooperation and mutual witness 
about Jesus Christ ....' 


It says normalization should both ‘guarantee the Catholics of eastern rite the 
acknowledged right to religious activity in accordance with the constitution 
and legislation of the USSR' and come about ‘with consideration of the rights 
and lawful interests of the Orthodox and other religious groups'. All are to 
‘avoid any unlawful actions, violent ones in particular’. 


The text says both sides think the eastern-rite parishes now ‘have the right 
as well as the opportunity to be registered' in the ‘framework of the law in 
force'. Once registered, the parishes 'have the right to receive religious 
buildings from the state for free use without time limit, as well as to build 
new churches, and to rent and buy immovable property’. 


The joint commission dealing with ‘practical questions' is to have no more 
than four people. It is to ‘solve vexed questions in the spirit of Christian 
love and fraternal cooperation. The situation with the churches occupied by 
the Catholics of eastern rite without consent of the congregations should be 
settled without any delay, in accordance with the law, and even before the 
registration of the Catholic congregations. ' 


Reflecting on the history of eastern-rite Roman Catholicism in the western 
Ukraine, the text says its origins were ‘an attempt to overcome division 
between the Orthodox and Catholic churches, but the desired goal has not been 
achieved. The divisions have lasted for centuries, and have been a source of 
conflicts and sufferings both for the Orthodox and for the Catholics.' 


Now, it adds, both sides think that rather than methods which resulted in the 
formation of eastern-rite Roman Catholicism, it is ‘dialogue that would help 
them solve the problems which cause divisions between them'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.02 ::: ENGLISH ANGLICAN SYNOD: GAYS, WOMEN, CHILDREN, RESURRECTION 


Issues related to homosexuality, the priesting of women, effects of violence 
on children, and the conception and resurrection of Jesus were on the agenda 
at the General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of England. It met in London 
last month (20-22 February). 


Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie said he and his colleagues do not plan 
to authorize publication of a report on homosexuality given to the English 
Anglican bishops in 1988 by an advisory working party they set up in 1986. 
Copies of it were given to several media outlets just before the synod met. 


Answering questions, Runcie said the report is ‘simply advice', not in a ‘form 
that would be adopted as a policy document'. It concludes that bishops ‘need 
to affirm the catholicity and inclusiveness of the church' and help it to 
‘live with unresolved issues. The way to resolve the conflict and tensions 
between groups is not by the exclusion of one or more minority groups.' 


The synod turned down proposals for an emergency debate on the subject. In 
November 1987, it condemned homosexual genital acts. Asked by a synod member 
to give an assurance that the bishops would endorse that view, Runcie said the 
bishops are well aware of that synod vote. Asked by another member for his 
views on some specific points, Runcie said that because he was answering on 
behalf of all the bishops, ‘it is out of order for me to embark on a personal 
explanation of my own position, however tempted I might be to do so.' 


The synod also had before it a plan whereby English Anglican clergy who 
conscientiously object to the ordination of women as priests could - if and 
when such ordinations take place - receive financial compensation if they 
resign from the clergy roster. It now goes to the 44 dioceses for their 
reaction. The synod narrowly rejected an amendment which would have removed 
any time limit for clergy who decide to leave. The limit of 10 years remains 
in the proposal. Estimates of how many would actually resign vary widely - 
from a couple hundred to several thousand. The Church of England has more 
than 10 000 paid clergy. 


In a unanimous vote, the synod asked the English Anglican Board for Social 
Responsibility to review investigations into the effects on children of 
violence in the media and elsewhere, and to support efforts to counter such 
influences. 


Responding to a motion affirming a literal interpretation of the virginal 
conception and bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, the synod unanimously 
accepted a substitute. It reaffirmed 'the traditional belief about the birth; 
death, and resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ as found in the canonical 
scriptures and the ... creeds, and to which the Church of England bears 
witness’. 


Archbishop of York John Habgood objected that the original motion ‘tries to go 
further in spelling out in what I think is rather crass language what 
Scripture itself expresses in an extraordinarily subtle way'. 


Later, Bishop of Durham David Jenkins, who took no part in the debate but 
whose views on the issues have caused controversy, issued a statement: 'I am 
a Christian, and I remain a bishop', he said, ‘because I believe in the 
incarnation and the resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ.' He said he 
remains convinced that 'a quiet search for contemporary meanings of anciently 
received truths is the most effective means of evangelism today'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.03 ::: USSR: LAUSANNE WORLD EVANGELISM CONGRESS SET 
The Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization has announced plans to hold a 
week-long congress in the Soviet Union (probably 1-6 October). LCWE 
International Director Tom Houston says ‘evangelization is going to increase 
greatly’ given the recent changes in the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.04 ::: USA: COMPLAINT ABOUT CHRISTMAS/HANUKKAH CARDS 

In a joint statement, the American Jewish Committee and the [US] National 
Conference of Christians and Jews has criticized holiday cards which combine 
Christmas and Hanukkah symbols. (Hanukkah is a Jewish festival in December.) 
The two groups call the cards ‘an affront' because '‘'true interreligious 
relations require respect for the integrity of distinct faiths and a 
repudiation of syncretism'. One such card shows Santa Claus next to a bearded 
Jew holding a menorah. The caption reads, 'Happy Whatever'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.05 ::: USA: OUT—OF-WEDLOCK BABY PROMPTS CONTROVERSY 

Michael Woodard and Kathleen Murdock are ministers of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) working at a shelter for homeless and battered people in Statesville 
(North Carolina). Last year, they had a baby. Woodard, however, is married 
to someone else. He and his wife Sarah, their two children, Murdock and her 
child all live in a religious community next door to the _ shelter. Last 
November, a church court said that because of their action, the two ministers 
should be removed from the PCUSA clergy roster. The two have appealed. Sarah 
Woodard called her husband and Murdock 'two of the finest pastors and 
preachers that in my adult life I have ever known'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.06 ::: US STUDY: ONE MINISTER IN 10 REPORTS AFFAIR WITH PARISHIONER 
Karen Lebacqz, professor of Christian ethics at the Pacific School of Religion 
(Berkeley, California), and a minister of the United Church of Christ, says a 
four-year study for which she was a researcher has found that one parish 
minister in 10 reports having had an affair with a member of his or her 
congregation. Lebacqz said many of the ministers said the intimacy of 
counselling situations led to the sexual relationships. Virtually all the 
ministers in the study said they were sexually attracted at least once to 
someone in the congregation. Lebacqz said some temptations for’ sexual 
involvement could be lessened by counselling during the day, in an office. 
She added that more short-term counselling, and sessions involving more than 
one member of the family could also help. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.07 ::: MINISTER BECOMES ROMAN CATHOLIC, PLANS TO REMAIN METHODIST 
William Farmer is a biblical scholar and a United Methodist minister in Dallas 
(Texas/USA). Earlier this year, he joined a Roman Catholic parish. But, he 
says, he plans to retain his United Methodist ministerial status, noting that 
he learned over the years from the late Methodist ecumenist Albert Outler that 
"Roman Catholic and Methodist theology had progressed to being much closer 
than most people realize'. Farmer attends two congregations in Dallas, one of 
each denomination, both with multi-racial memberships and active involvements 
in social and community issues. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.08 ::: UK: MP APOLOGIZES TO TWO NAMIBIAN BISHOPS 

Last month, Nicholas Winterton, a member of the UK parliament, appologized 
‘without reservation' to two Namibian bishops -— Anglican James Kauluma and 
Lutheran Keopas Dumeni. In 1985, Winterton said in a published letter to a 
newspaper that the two bishops had approved a list of people to be murdered by 
Swapo, the group fighting South African rule in soon-to-be independent 
Namibia. The bishops sued for libel the following February. In a statement 
read in court for him, Winterton said he recognizes that the two bishops 
‘neither saw nor approved any so-called death list'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.09 ::: UK PARLIAMENT OKs DIVORCED CLERGY MEASURE 

In a 228-106 vote, the UK House of Commons endorsed a measure approved by the 
General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of England to allow the ordination of 
people who are divorced and remarried, or whose spouse is divorced. Last 
July, the house defeated the change 51-45, prompting a minor church-state 
crisis. Any house member is able to take part in such votes, required because 
Anglicanism is the legally established form of Christianity in England. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.10: ::: NIGERIAN CHRISTIANS PROTEST MUSLIM ROLE 

About 30 church leaders in Nigeria called a four-day period of fasting and 
prayer last month to protest that 'the distribution of the strings of social, 
economic, political, and military power in this country has been skewed in 
favour of the Muslims'. For instance, they say, 'powerful [government] 
ministries go to the Muslims, while emasculated ministries are assigned to 
Christians'. (According to church figures, 26 of 39 top government posts are 
held by Muslims.) Precise figures are disputed, but together, in roughly 
equal numbers, Muslims and Christians account for almost all the Nigerian 
population of about 115 million. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.11 ::: JAPAN, SOUTH KOREAN COVENANT CONSULTATION 

A consultation was held in Seoul (6-8 February) on the covenant between the 
Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan), the Presbyterian Church of [South] 
Korea, the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of [South] Korea, the [South] 
Korean Methodist Church, and the Korean Christian Church in Japan. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.12 ::: JAPAN: KYODAN PROTESTS ‘NATIONAL FOUNDATION DAY' 

To oppose National Foundation Day (11 February) in Japan, the Kyodan (United 
Church of Christ in Japan) this year again observed a Day to Protect Freedom 
of Religious Belief. It also sponsored rallies protesting Shintoistic and 
emperor—exalting elements of the official holiday. Since it fell on a Sunday, 
the next day was also a holiday, but Kyodan offices remained open. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.13 ::: ‘ECUMENICAL ORDER OF MINISTRY' PROPOSED 

John Johansen-Berg, former moderator of the [British] Free Church Federal 
Council, has announced a proposal for an ‘ecumenical order of ministry’ - a 
"network of ministers who recognise the validity of the ministry of all those 
trained and ordained by denominations' which belong to ecumenical bodies in 
Britain and Ireland. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.14 ::: ECUMENICAL PRAYERS FOR PEACE IN BEIRUT 

Amidst continuing Lebanese fighting, an ecumenical committee organized two 
gatherings for Christians in East and West Beirut (23 February) to pray for 
peace. The main service took place in the East Beirut neighbourhood of 


Ashrafieh, scene of some of the worst fighting in recent weeks. Among those 


taking part was General Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle East Council of 
Churches, in Lebanon to coordinate the MECC relief effort in the wake of 
fierce clashes which, by latter February, had taken more than 700 lives, and 
left nearly 3000 catreds [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.15 ::: ZAMBIA: NON-BAPTISM BRINGS PUBLIC SLAP 

Africa Church Information Service reports that in Lusaka recently, a member of 
a congregation of the United Church of Zambia publicly slapped the minister 
and spat in his face for refusing to baptise her six-year-old. Elders of the 
congregation told the woman her son could not be baptized because he was born 
before the woman married, and because she subsequently married a polygamist. 
The unidentified woman told the congregation she was treated unfairly. She 
noted her large contributions to the congregation, and said whatever judgment 
might be made about her life, her son should not be refused baptism. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.16 ::: ECUVIEW: Anglican-Roman Catholic Dialogue (Carl Peter) 


[Peter is professor of theology at The Catholic University of America, in 
Washington. This is excerpted from a paper presented at the 1989 [US] 
National Workshop for Chritian Unity, in Indianapolis (Indiana). It appeared 
in Ecumenical Trends, monthly of the Graymoor Ecumenical Institute. In the 
text, ARCIC refers to the official international dialogue between Anglican and 
Roman Catholic representatives. ] 


... Official dialogues between Anglicans and Roman Catholics have encountered 
an obstacle. It has to do with the way in which authority is exercised or 
not exercised in the two churches. This was the point on which there was the 
most hesitation in the Final Report of ARCIC I. ... Authority remains a crucial 
issue to be faced by ARCIC II as well as by national and grassroots dialogues. 
But considerations of authority have a very distinctive way of evoking fears 
and threatening hopes. 


Given the length of the period during which those dialogues about authority 
and its exercise in the church seem destined to continue, two joint tasks 
commend themselves to ecumenists at present. Each of them is eminently 
doable. 


First, Anglicans and Roman Catholics could speak out more frequently against 
popular caricatures of each other. They could react appropriately when either 
is the public recipient of a cheap, unfair shot. An example would be if one 
church is represented as bent on the promotion of suffocating uniformity and 
the other as being so laissez-faire as to make Christian a trade name. 


Truth might be well served in this exercise if Anglicans and Catholics were at 
the same time to listen to Lutherans, who will surely test the authority 
structures of both communions with the criterion of justification by faith. 
The purpose of the Lutheran test will be to see how well the historic 
episcopate and the college of bishops with the pope as head lead people to put 
their ultimate trust and hope in God alone because of Jesus Christ. 


But while profiting from that evangelical testing, both Anglicans and 
Catholics might wish to take steps to assure that another principle contributes 
to the outcome. That principle encourages communities to look for God's 
promise of grace because of Christ even in authority structures and not to 
assume that the institutionalization of evangelical functions in the form of 
the episcopate is at best indifferent in service to the Gospel. 


This might well involve testing how each church promotes the assent without 
which it cannot evangelize effectively or work for justice and peace, as well 
as how each could do this more effectively at all levels of ecclesial life. 


Secondly, while dialogue continues regarding authority, joint efforts might be 
made to find ways to reach out together to the unchurched in American 
society. Could this be done by pointing out credibly, tastefully, and 
responsibly what believing in Jesus Christ and being a member of His church 
have to commend themselves to humans in need of hope? 


Newspaper notices, radio and tv spots - could Anglicans and Roman Catholics 
work together to produce images conveying moral, religious, and Christian 
inspiration to take the place of others fostered for the sake of consumption 
and gratification? My answer is in the affirmative. When the going gets 
tough, the tough get going. Anglicans and Catholics have every reason to get 
going. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.17 ::: ECUVIEW: Methodist-RC Dialogue (Robert Shelton) 


[Shelton teaches religious studies at the university in Lawrence (Kansas/USA). 
He was a United Methodist participant in the official dialogue on issues of 
"holy living and holy dying' with Roman Catholic representatives. The US 
group met twice a year for three-day sessions to explore issues of ethical 
concern in the care of the sick and dying. A longer version of this item 
appeared in Ecumenical Trends, monthly of the Graymoor Ecumenical Institute. ] 


... Of course, dialogue participants did not agree on all these disturbing and 
potentially divisive issues. Extensive differences were discovered and 
pursued; often these differences cut across confessional lines, rather than 
posing clear distinctions between them. 


For instance, we struggled with the fundamental theological question of 
whether death is a part of finite existence, a boundary ordained by God in the 
ordering of creation, or is only a consequence of the fallen nature of human 
beings. 


Affirmation of ‘life' as a ‘gift of God' also had many different meanings 
among us. We could mutually acknowledge God's gift of free will and human 
‘capacities for knowledge, freedom and personal relationships ... to realize 
the divine purpose of living which is to love God and one another'. Whether 
the use of freedom in stewardship of the gift of life could include a decision 
to hasten the termination of one's own or another's life, in the face of a 
death that violates human dignity, remained a sticky problem throughout the 
discussions. 


The Roman Catholic Church reaffirmed its rejection of suicide and what would 
probably best be termed ‘active’ euthanasia in its 1980 Declaration on 
Euthanasia wherein the historical, absolute opposition to termination of 
innocent human life was maintained. Some United Methodists continued to push 
the question of whether euthanasia and suicide (or assisted suicide) are 
objectively sinful in any and all circumstances, or whether there may be 
circumstances in which such action, while never obligatory, might be ethically 
permissible. 


We could only conclude by recognizing both the firmness of the traditional 
Roman Catholic position and the unwillingness of some in the dialogue to 
insist on such an exceptionless norm. Modern medical technology has pressed 
decisions on us never faced before in human history, and therefore some 
members want to keep the question open for further consideration. (So far as 
I know, all who took this stance hold United Methodist credentials, although 
the Roman Catholic position could certainly claim some support from among the 
descendants of Wesley.) 


We all recognize the ‘slippery slope' potential in this issue; we also 
recognize that this ‘slope' has not kept the historic church in its casuistic 
wisdom from recognizing exceptions to the prohibitions of killing others, nor 
has it prevented the ennoblement of such acts of courage as throwing oneself 
on a hand grenade in war to protect others, to take the lethal pill while 
serving as a spy, or to surrender one's place in a lifeboat. ... 


We have grown together in learning from each other what ‘holy living and holy 
dying' has meant in the past. This particular group of Roman Catholics and 
United Methodists call upon their churches to be attentive to what we may yet 
learn in the future, proclaiming that ‘in dying as in living, mercy and 
justice must shape our ... response to human need and vulnerability'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.18 ::: ECUVIEW: Muslim-Christian Dialogue (Henri Teissier) 


[Teissier is (Roman Catholic) archbishop of Algiers. A longer version of this 
item appeared in Ecumenical Trends, monthly of the Graymoor Ecumenical 
Institute (Garrison, New York, USA).] 


... Perhaps it was believed too naively that a few major colloquia would 
suffice to overcome the complex obstacles (secular and religious) to 
Muslim-Christian dialogue. These official gatherings for dialogue remain 
important, however, because each individual belongs to a community and the 
official discourse of the community is essential to lasting peace and 
reconciliation. 


But we also need to remember, with deep conviction, that whenever two 
individuals enter into genuine collaboration, with mutual acceptance and 
recognition of each other, the fruits of this encounter are peace and 
reconciliation between the communities to which they belong. 


However, for a long time the church remained quite unconscious of its vocation 
to promote dialogue, peace and reconciliation between religions. In the light 
of Vatican II, our communities need to contextualize these daily relations as 
witnessing to an attainable evangelical peace. 


Another form of witness through which all true believers recognize the 
presence of God and let fall the arms of aggression and discord is the 
selfless, '‘disinterested' service of the poor. 


This kind of service establishes links between human persons, makes visible 
and incarnate the heart of Christianity, which is the love of neighbour, 
especially those who have been rejected or marginalized, the poor. 


In modern Islamic societies, the opportunity for this work among the poor has 
been reduced. This is due to the fact that private institutions have been 
either nationalized or restricted in their work by burdensome administrative 
policies, or because contracts in public service are being entrusted less and 
less frequently to Christians. 


Often, however, as the example of Algeria has shown, the closing of a 
traditional sector of involvement (schools) has given religious communities 
the opportunity of commitment in other sectors where evangelical love for the 
poorest of the poor is even more _ strongly expressed: work with the 
handicapped, with young women in rural areas, with lepers, etc. 


As already indicated, official expressions of dialogue are manifestly 
insufficient to the task of transforming the present context. We must appeal 
to the multiplication of grassroots experiences of human and spiritual 
dialogue. ... 


To participate in an international symposium, far away from one's homeland, 
does not in the final analysis produce a firm commitment. But to live a 
concrete relationship in one's own region of human and spiritual sharing with 
Members of the other community is to establish a permanent link, a bridge 
between the two communities. 


These links are rather scarce at present. But they are a sign of hope, like 
the Basilica of Our Lady of Africa in Algiers, the only church in which many 
Muslims (especially women) come to pray daily. ... [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.19 ::: ECUVIEW: Kharchev on Soviet Religion Policy 


[Konstantin Kharchev is the former chairman of the Soviet government Council 
for Religious Affairs. This item is based on a report prepared by UK-based 
Keston College on an interview with Kharchev in the October issue of a Soviet 
magazine, Ogonek. In the interview, Kharchev describes how he was ousted from 
his post last June.] 


Kharchev agrees with the interviewer that at first he followed the policy of 
his predecessors at the CRA, namely 'total subjugation of church to state’. 
But when he began to demand that the authorities should ‘keep the law' in 
their dealings with believers, i.e. the 1929 Law on Religious Associations, 
there was a strong negative reaction from regional party chiefs, who began to 
put pressure on the party apparat in Moscow. 


He then clashed with the two or three people within the party commission 
responsible for religious policy. He says that the personnel there have not 
changed as a result of perestroika. 


Kharchev says that initially he had good relations with ‘the neighbours (as we 
call the KGB)’ but now believes that the 'state surveillance of religion' is a 
part of the administrative system, which must be ‘decisively dismantled' if 
the church is to be freed from ‘every kind of interference from outside’. 


Kharchev says his ideas for celebrating the millennium of the Russian Orthodox 
Church last year met with strong resistance from apparatchiks, but: ‘In the 
end we succeeded in bringing our proposals to ... Gorbachev', who ‘valued 
their political and moral significance’. 


Following this, Gorbachev met Patriarch Pimen and members of the Holy Synod at 
the patriarch's request, which ‘went a long way towards defining policy on the 
church”; Gorbachev is the only person Kharchev mentions as expressing any 
support for his ideas. 


He makes a similar point later with regard to the long-delayed new law on 
religion, which he says had to be referred to the same party commission before 
going to the Supreme Soviet as originally planned. 


The strangest assertion in the interview is the reason for his dismissal 
Kharchev was given by a member of the Politburo: He 'had not found a common 
language with the ideological apparat, the "neighbours" and the leadership of 
the Russian Orthodox Church’. 


Kharchev says some high-ranking Russian Orthodox bishops visited the Supreme 
Soviet to complain about his interference in church affairs. He attributes 
this action principally to ‘the growing power struggle within the leadership 
of the church'. 


Kharchev states: 'I suspect that some members of the synod, from force of 
habit, have counted more on the support of the authorities than on their own 
authority in the church.' 


During the latter part of his time as CRA chairman, Kharchev met many Soviet 
believers, independent activists, and church leaders. He also met many 
believers on trips to the West. Comments from Soviet church leaders, 
independent church activists, and a range of Christian contacts in the West 
suggest his performance did not match up to his capacity to analyse problems, 
which he did in a way fully in accord with perestroika. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.20 ::: ECUTEXT: Japanese Appeal on Foreigners, Refugees 


[This text was circulated in English by the National Christian Council in 
Japan in connection with the work of the Christian Coalition on the Concerns 
of Refugees and Migrant Workers, of which it is a part. The text comes from 
the Japanese Citizens' Forum on Asian Migrant Workers. About one percent of 
the Japanese population of about 120 million is reckoned as Christian. ] 


Scare headlines such as ‘Asian tidal wave' or ‘Asian invasion', and ‘Aids a 
concern' are feeding overreactions and inaccurate responses in Japanese 
society to recent incidences of Chinese migrant workers found hidden among 
boatloads of Vietnamese refugees. Therefore ... the following statement [is 
issued] with great urgency: 


The surge of foreign migrant workers and refugees in the past few years is a 
reality caused by the huge economic gap between Japan and other Asian 
countries. 


Moreover, it is obvious that if there were no ‘'hiring' in Japan, there would 
be no ‘unskilled labour' seeking employment. 


Foreign migrant workers are routinely subject to numerous illegal practices: 
forced prostitution, exploitation by middlemen, underpayment and non-payment 
of wages. 


Major violations of human rights are common occurrences but the government's 
attention, and thereby the public's as well, is directed towards legal 
violations of the ‘unskilled labourers’. 


The government's energy is focused on deportation and revision of immigration 
laws. There is no policy for protection of human rights for these persons. 


There is a built-in bias in Japanese society that colours the perception of 
the problem, and it is not a new problem. The discrimination against Koreans 
is a legacy of failure from an outdated and long-standing government 
immigration policy. 


It should not be forgotten that Japan has been the ‘sending side' in the 
past: the karayuki-san (women sent abroad as prostitutes), immigrants to the 
American continents, pre-war Japanese 'boat people' who slipped away to China 
and other Asian countries, and the Manchurian settlers. 


Today there are 175 000 Japanese workers abroad while only 40 000 foreign 
workers are allowed in Japan. 


Japanese are even going abroad seeking body organs for transplant. 


We must take a rational look at how Japan interacts with the international 
community and determine how we shall live in the future. 


We need to overcome our attitudes of internal exclusiveness and racial 
discrimination in order to live more interdependently with diverse peoples in 
different cultures. 


The preamble to our constitution speaks of preserving honour and position 
among nations. Now it is essential that we recall and uphold this principle. 
[EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.21 ::: ECUTEXT: Ghanaian Ecumenical Statement on Registration 


[This item is excerpted from a joint statement by the Roman Catholic bishops 
of Ghana and the leadership of the Christian Council of Ghana. It reacts to a 
government plan to have all religious bodies in Ghana register with the 
government, prompted at least in part by a proliferation of small religious 
bodies in the country. It was released before the deadline for registration 
passed (14 November). Just before that, the two bodies said they would not 
register, as a matter of conscience. They proposed a government-—church forum 
to discuss their concerns about the registration law. Related item: EPS 
89.12.56.] 


... We do not question the right or the duty of government to check any 
activity which goes against public decency and morality, promotes’ the 
financial exploitation of believers, endangers public peace or compromises 
national unity and honour. We would however like to affirm that government 
should, in all matters relating to freedom of worship, reflect restraint in 
the measures it takes. ... 


The experience of Christianity down the centuries is that banishment of 
religious expression has created in many places a condition for subversion and 
disorder far worse than the toleration of the open operation of religious 
groups could ever create. ... 


For the Catholic Church and the Christian Council of Ghana, we would like to 
state that we view with disquiet the recent government edicts to ban sects or 
cults. The action seems to us to be direct contravention of freedom of 
religion enshrined in the United Nations Charter of Human Rights to which 
Ghana subscribes. 


Even though the operation of some sects are. by no means in accord with 
Christian norms or traditions, the steps taken by government cannot be seen in 
relation to the sects alone. Though well-intended, the step taken by 
government endangers all religious groups, as it has set a precedent which 
might be used to proscribe all forms of religious expression in future. 


This threat is already evident in the fact that though it appears that it was 
financial business activities of the small sects that provided the apparent 
cause for it, the law pronounced recently tends to place in the hands of 
government a tool by which the activities of all religious bodies and 
especially churches can easily be controlled. 


The fact is that the faithful, both within and outside the country, making 
their contributions to the support of the church and its good works in 
society, do so in confidence, and in the hope that the church would be free to 
use it as it deems fit. ... 


We ... plead humbly with the government that since the banning and/or state 
control of religious bodies is not in the best interest of the nation because 
it is bound to cause disaffection, unnecessary conflict, and underground 
working, great restraint should be exercised in any attempt to implement a law 
on the registration of religious bodies. ... 


We note with great concern that the promulgation of the law is likely to 
create a situation for people to cash in and cause all sorts of unnecessary 
problems for others as a result of religious intolerance. This can even lead 
to vindictiveness, signs of which we have begun to experience in certain 
quarters. ... [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.22 ::: ECUTEXT: Youth and Students Ministry (I) 


[This is excerpted from a text released by the World Alliance of YMCAs, World 
YWCA, World Council of Churches (Sub-Unit on Youth), International Movement of 
Catholic Students, and World Student Christian Federation. ] 


--. Since the mid-70s until now, the historical youth and student lay 
Christian movements experienced a critical process through which they 
seriously grappled with their own self-—understanding. The meaning of 
‘youth', ‘'Christian', '‘'student', 'movement', ‘international' were no longer 
taken for granted as the whole question of their identity, raison d'étre and 
mission was at stake. 


The vacuum left by this retreat into self-criticism and self-evaluation, and 
the lack of clear-cut responses to mounting theological and political 
questions and the shrinking reality of their local bases, prevented the 
historical youth and student ecumenical lay movements from offering a viable 
alternative or choice to young people longing for some personal fulfilment or 
for simple, straightforward answers to their spiritual needs. 


This all made the soil ripe for a large number of new youth and student groups 
to flourish, some backed by big money and glossy publicity, some with the 
support of governments and corporate business. Thus ... today we count over 
500 Christian organizations ministering to youth the world over and yet the 
question remains of whether their traditions and structures hinder rather than 
help them in developing a new sensitivity to the ever-changing aspirations of 
the young generation. 


Moreover, the question is whether the theological and political outlook which 
underpins their ministry, precludes young people from gaining a sense of their 
social and political responsibility in the search for God's kingdom. 


Albeit each one might have been different in depth, scope, and outreach, by 
the late 80s the World Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations, the 
World Young Women's Christian Association, the International Movement of 
Catholic Students, the World Council of Churches Sub-Unit on Youth and the 
World Student Christian Federation are all coming to the end of a process of 
self-assessment and self-criticism through which we achieved a clearer 
understanding of our place within the ecumenical movement and of our role in 
the last two decades of the century. 


From this resulted, for instance, a renewed commitment to peace and justice 
issues which was upon the foundation of a genuine Christ-centred spirituality; 
‘or the serious efforts undertaken to develop a new pedagogy for evangelizing 
youth and students; or the wider and more comprehensive perspective in which 
the challenge of the oikoumene is taken up; or the special emphasis that is 
given to training of young ecumenical leaders; or the recognition of the 
importance for youth and students to gain a vision of the Church Universal 
through their active and faithful participation in their own church - all this 
amidst apparent indifference from mainline churches and the wider ecumenical 
movement when it could have rather been a challenge to churches to respond to 
new initiatives and potentials arising from Christian youth and students. 


For some churches, the task of winning young people and students back to their 
fold bears very little chance of success. Others, mindful of recent feuds and 
skirmish, would rather prefer that youth and students remain where they are: 
at the periphery of the institution. [over] 
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For others, a more pragmatic approach indicates that the priority should be 
given to those who can sustain financially the ever-increasing costs of the 
church institutions. For others, the priority should be given to charity 
work - not to mention the collection of church agencies which bluntly affirm 
that students are not poor but middle class folks, and which claim that they 
have rather ‘opted for the poor preferentially’. 


Ironically, it was the Instruction on Certain Aspects of the Theology of 
Liberation, issued by the [Vatican] Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of 
Faith, which reminded us that the preferential option described at [a meeting 
of Roman Catholic bishops in] Puebla [Mexico] is twofold: for the poor and 
for the young. There are also those who assert that funds should be allocated 
to development rather than to leadership development. 


Finally, there are those church leaders who, sensing the vacuum left ... where 
... [the] presence [of some student or youth organizations has] diminished or 
disappeared altogether, decided to set up their own denominational youth 
movements or campus ministry organizations. 


More and more, international youth and student Christian networks see 
themselves defending the ‘right' of youth and student issues and needs to be 
part of mainline churches' agenda and ministry through the existing ecumenical 
networks and instruments; or as competing for funds which they are told 
(either explicitly or in more subtle ways) could otherwise be used for 
"better' purposes, specially for feeding the hungry, boosting development, 
assisting refugees, etc. 


Not surprisingly, we feel entangled in a false dichotomy which can easily turn 
into defensiveness or paralysis. In this sense, the findings of the United 
Nations-sponsored International Youth Year, which served to highlight youth's 
plight the world over, should not be forgotten, especially when the need to 
adopt appropriate measures for securing the implementation and the enjoyment 
by youth of human rights, particularly the right to education and to work, has 
been widely recognized by the international community. 


Concern for young people and students should be part of any church's holistic 
ministry which reckons with the over-all crisis of ideologies, the widespread 
lack of resources for education, the increasing unemployment, and other 
factors which affect youth and students. Finally, the importance that 
students be imbued of those ideals which may assist them in impeding the 
antithetical use of science and technology should not be quickly dismissed 
either. 


There are churches and para-church organizations which do care for youth and 
student ministry and which are willing to put sizeable financial resources at 
the service of some youth and student Christian groupings and organizations 
that are carrying it out. Those churches have acknowledged the importance of 
this battle where no less than the hearts and souls of the younger generations 
are at stake. 


Unfortunately, many of those churches do not belong to the ecumenical family 
nor wish to enter into dialogue with it. More deplorable is the fact that 
there are only few among’ the ecumenically-oriented churches and their 
respective agencies which seem to be conceding enough attention to this 
issue. And without sustained, enthusiastic commitment and support from these 
churches, the isolated or combined efforts of the historical youth and student 
ecumenical lay movements may not be able to meet the challenge. [EPS] 
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The new phone numbers of the Middle East Council of Churches in Limassol 
(Cyprus) are 357-5/326.022 or 357-5/326.235. The fax number is 357-5/324.613. 


Journalists may ask for a complimentary copy of Cathedral of the Gulf, a 
48-page illustrated booklet by Robert Jarman, tracing the history of the 
Anglican presence in Bahrain since the end of the last century, from Roy 
Kietzman, Box 10721, Manama, Bahrain. 


The new issue (January 1990) of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review features 
articles on the Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group and liberation theology in 
Jewish thought. A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2. New from the same source: Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of 
Creation: Insights from Orthodoxy, edited by Gennadios Limouris, 15 Swiss - 
9.95 US — 5.95 UK; Icons: Windows on Eternity: Theology and Spirituality 
in Colour, compiled by Gennadios Limouris, 27.50 Swiss — 17.90 US - 10.90 UK. 


A writing contest linked with the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in 
Solidarity with Women is open to_ people who belong to Evangelical 
(Protestant) churches in Spanish-speaking countries. Deadline is 31 March. 
More information: Evangelical Methodist Church of Argentina, Rivadavia 4044, 
1205 Buenos Aires. Phone: 54-1/982.6288 or .3712. Fax: 54-1/941-8950. 


WCC Central Committee meets in Geneva 24-30 March. EPS mailings with 
committee coverage are planned for 27 March, 29 March, and 2 April. If you 
need EPS reports at other times, or if you need special coverage, please 
inform EPS administrative assistant Désirée De Rycke by 20 March at the latest. 


The address for all the following is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
Available from WCC/C&S is» And God Saw That It Was Good: A Brazilian Liturgy 
of Creation. Those who can are asked to send 5 Swiss francs or 3 US dollars 


to help cover costs. === Available from WCC/Dialogue The Challenge of 
Dialogue: Papers from the Meeting of the [WCC] Dialogue Working Group in 
Casablanca (Morocco) last June. === Available from WCC/PCR are new issues of 


PCR Information, on Racial Justice: an Issue of Justice, Peace, and the 
Integrity of Creation (#26), and Land Is Our Life (#25, on land rights of 


indigenous peoples). === Available from WCC/CMC is the new issue (#113, 
February 1990) of Contact, featuring a '‘whole-person health ministry' in 
Jamaica. === Available from WCC/CICARWS are new appeals for 50 000 US dollars 


each for relief efforts following torrential rains in Tunisia (19 February), 
and help to refugees and displaced persons in Liberia, and for 100 000 US 
dollars for relief efforts after two Pacific cyclones. Also available are 
situation reports on the emergency in Sudan (#10, 27 February), floods in 
India (#3, 28 February), Namibia (#7, February), and the aftermath of 
typhoons in the Philippines (#1, 28 February). === Available from 
WCC/Communications/F&VA is a list of audiovisual resources related to issues 
of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. 


The Church Missionary Society is looking for a regional secretary for south 
and east Asia. For more information, contact Personnel Secretary Gavin Barr, 
157 Waterloo Road, London SEl 8UU. Phone: 44-1/928.8681. Fax: 44-1/401.3215. 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.23 ::: ECUMENICAL CONVOCATION CONSIDERS JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION 


Hundreds of participants from dozens of countries spent a week in Seoul (5-12 
March) considering major world issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation (JPIC) at an ecumenical convocation sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches. 


At its multilingual, multicultural opening worship, Swiss Reformed theologian 
Marga Bihhrig, one of the seven WCC presidents, urged Christians to resist ‘all 
powers of destruction and death’. 


Wearing the ‘European peace dress' - a blue garment on which are sewn 


multi-coloured patches - Biihrig evoked examples of war, injustice, and 
environmental destruction, contrasting them with biblical praise of God the 
Creator. "How', she asked, ‘can we still praise God today?' 


She said that in her experience, ‘when we realize the violence done to 
creation, and suffer from that violence, a new feeling of solidarity arises, a 
new capacity to hold living creatures in esteem, a new recognition that we, 
too, aS women and men with our bodies and senses and gift of perceiving and 
loving, but also with our understanding, are part of this creation’. 


She said the biblical promise of shalom ('healing, wholeness, well-being and 
justice for everyone, all-embracing peace') is both a gift to come from God, 
and 'God's commission to us’. 


What is needed, she added, is 'the will to care for life and to resist violent 
destruction with all the powers of our reason, our hands, and our hearts, as 
God intended’. 


In Christ, she concluded, ‘we are empowered afresh to believe in life and 
love, and to resist the power of death, in hope. We are called to live and 
to love, and that is the reason for praising God.' 


In his keynote address, General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South African 
Council of Churches spoke of three aspects of a ‘global crisis', citing 
contemporary examples of ‘violence and deadly forms of injustice', the ‘unjust 
economic order and poverty', and the ‘disintegration of creation'. 


Referring to changes ushered in by Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, Chikane 

spoke of them as a 'kairos', a Greek word which refers to a decisive moment in 
history. He said convocation participants have a chance to 'help shape the 
new world order that is emerging’. 


He warned against ‘half-baked, parochial, or theocratic ideas' as a 
response. Rather, he urged that the opportunity be used to 'make the world 
aware of the threats to the whole of creation on the one hand, and on the 
other to derive from the renewal of our covenant with God, a new, mutual 
commitment and affirmation' for JPIC. 


On the first evening of the convocation, participants were welcomed by Korean 
Anglican Bishop Kim Sung-Soo, and WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro. Kim 
chaired the local preparatory committee for the meeting. 


He urged participants to keep in mind 'the perspective of the victim', lest 
this world ... be shown falsely as going forward to a hopeful and ideal 
future'. He observed that ‘churches and Christians have [often] ... prayed 
for the status quo', that 'most of our churches are not yet faithful enough to 
God’, that ‘the church itself is often at the head of all the evil forces’. 
[over] 


JPIC/2 


He said that to overcome the 'theology and confession of the dominators, which 
justifies the present reality and requires our commitment to serve it ... we 
must hear the cries of the minjung, the downtrodden poor, because our Saviour 
lived, worked, and was crucified among them, and was resurrected to become 
their hope and their life'. 


Referring to the 45-year-old division of Korea, Kim called it ‘an vori¢ginalosin 
for Koreans, in the sense that it causes deep injustice and antagonism. The 
division is an oppression', he said, 'because the Korean people are its 
innocent victims’. 


He expressed hope for a reunification of the northern and southern parts of 
the peninsula that is ‘not merely integration, but a new creation which will 
be realized directly by the intervention of God', a ‘real reconciliation’. 


Castro regretted that delegates chosen by the [North] Korean Christians 
Federation were not able to leave their country to attend the Seoul meeting. 
He pledged continuing WCC efforts, begun some years ago, to help the process 
of Korean reunification. ; 


Sri Lankan theologian Preman Niles, director of the WCC JPIC programme, 
described the convocation as a ‘landmark' in efforts to involve the church 


with issues of justice, peace and the environment. 


Speaking at a press conference just before the meeting began, Niles said the 


struggle would be with the ecumenical movement for many years to come. ‘The 
convocation is not the end of the JPIC process', he said. ‘lt cisegthe 
beginning.' 


He said that although commitments made in Seoul by convocation participants 
would not bind church bodies and other organizations, there would be a 
‘process of reception' aimed at the wider adoption of convocation decisions. 
He said he hopes there will be a follow-up conference in the mid-1990s to 
review the degree to which commitments made in Seoul will have been carried 
out. 


One morning during the meeting, participants heard four ‘testimonies of 
suffering', focusing on human consequences of structures of oppression around 
the world. They dealt with the situations of Algerian migrants in France, 
Aboriginals in Australia, women in the Philippines who become prostitutes, and 
Dalits (outcastes) in India. 


Zora Azirou, an Algerian-born social worker in France, said ‘politicians 
cannot go on closing their eyes. Europe. is and will continue to be 
multi-cultural. That is the reality they have to live with.' 


Anne Pattel-Gray, executive secretary of the Aboriginal and Islander 
Commission of the Australian Council of Churches, said the life of her people 
has been a ‘living nightmare' since Europeans arrived in Australia in 1788. 


Naoko Iyori, a member of a Roman Catholic religious community who works with 
prostitutes, said 'the sex industry feeds on ... poverty', that many women are 
prostitutes in order to earn enough to feed and educate their brothers and 
sisters. 


Felix Sugirtharaj, a Dalit theologian, said that even though it has been 
abolished in law for more than four decades, a ‘rigid' and 'ruthless' caste 
system still exists in India. But, he said, among signs of hope is the 'new 
consciousness of resistance, and the consolidation of all the oppressed 
classes'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.24 ::: NICARAGUA: ECUMENICAL VOTE OBSERVERS SUM UP THEIR MISSION 


The day after the elections in Nicaragua, the team of International Ecumenical 
Observers (OEIPEN) ‘acknowledge[d] the winning political alliance in its 
electoral victory and the [defeated Sandinista] governing party for assuming a 
high level of civic responsibility and mutual respect, as well as for their 
demonstrated flexibility and intention towards reconciliation'. 


OEIPEN was sponsored by the World, [US] National, and Latin American Councils 
of Churches, plus the Lutheran World Federation. It began its work in 
Nicaragua last November. About two dozen people were part of the team for 
varying periods since then. 


OEIPEN speaks of 'grave damages produced over generations by US policies [in 
the region] contrary to the development of genuine democracies’. It faults 
the 'permanent [US] intervention in the internal affairs in the nations of the 
region ... its backing of corrupt military powers, and ... its lack of respect 
for the highest-level international juridical institutions of humanity ....' 


Describing US policy in the region as ‘arbitrary and arrogant', with 'no moral 
justification ... before God ... [or] the consciousness of humankind', OEIPEN 
urges that the ‘significant experience' of the Nicaraguan election bring that 
policy to an end. : 


The team calls the destinies of Nicaragua and Central America '‘inseparable'. 
It urges more efforts to build a ‘peace, grounded in a growing democratization 
and integration of Central America, and Latin America in general, and in the 
fundamental and inseparable principles of justice and freedom'. 


It says ‘the same demands made of the Nicaraguan government and people’ should 
also apply to the ‘upcoming elections in Guatemala, and the necessary 
normalization of the situation in Panama', which US troops invaded last 
December. 


OEIPEN promises that its sponsoring organizations will ‘continue to watch, to 
pray, and to work, in order that these desires of justice and peace become 
reality for the welfare of all who suffer, and the effective realization of 
these divine purposes of fulness of life for all creatures’. 


Describing the Nicaraguan electoral process as a ‘transcendent historic 
experience', the team expresses '‘'sincere appreciation' to the defeated 
government, which ‘permitted the realization of exemplary elections. We 
acknowledge and affirm our admiration for the Nicaraguan people who 
participated with discipline and calm in such a decisive electoral process.' 
It suggests that the ‘far-reaching, effective international verification' of 
the Nicaragua elections ought to 'set a precedent for future elections'. 


In Geneva, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro urged prayers for: 'the 
churches, the ecumenical bodies, and the people of Nicaragua' and for 'the new 
authorities of the country so that they may respond to the deep aspirations of 
the people who long for peace and freedom, as well as social justice and a 
genuinely participative democracy'. 


The Sandinista government came to power in 1979 following a revolution which 
overthrew dictator Anastasio Samoza. During the 1980s, The US government 
vigorously opposed it, and gave money and other support to its military and 
electoral opponents. During that time, the Sandinistas clashed with some 
Segments of the church, notably the Roman Catholic bishops, while receiving a 
more favourable reception from other church sectors. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.25 ::: ASSYRIANS: RECONCILIATION EFFORTS BEGUN, PATRIARCH MOVING 


Catholicos Patriarch Dinkha IV and seven bishops of the Holy Apostolic 
Catholic Assyrian Church of the East have taken steps to heal a church split, 
and to move towards unity with the Chaldean Catholic Church - a Roman Catholic 
body whose worship forms and social ethos resemble those of the Assyrians. 


They also reconfirmed an earlier decision to transfer the patriarchal 
headquarters from the United States back to Iraq. 


Meeting for two weeks in Baghdad as the Fourth Synod of the Church of the 
East, the patriarch and prelates from India, Lebanon, Iraq, North America, and 
Australia included two days of reconciliatory meetings with Assyrians who are 
"followers of the old calendar’. 


According to a report from the patriarchate, the prelates from both segments 
of the Church of the East ‘agreed, with a brotherly love, that everything 
which has happened in the far or near past must be forgiven and forgotten. A 
new chapter must be opened, so that the way towards peace can be seen clearly’. 


Both segments are to ‘avoid any action or even intention which may jeopardize 
the process of peace in our holy church'. Both reportedly agreed that there 
is to be but one catholicos patriarch for the Church of the East. 


A four-metropolitan Joint Dialogue Committee for Peace has been set up ‘to 
accomplish this noble and dignified goal'. Its members are Narsai of Lebanon, 
Gewargis of Irak, Narsai of Kirkuk, and Aprim of India. 


The synod confirmed the decree of the First Synod, in 1976, under which the 
patriarchal headquarters - now near Chicago - is to go back to Baghdad, in a 
new building. 


The Iraqi government reportedly welcomes the move. In the 1970s, it 
recognized the Old Calendar segment of the Church of the East and its 
patriarch as the legitimate one. 


The Chaldean Catholic Church is a result of a centuries-old split in the 
Church of the East. 


In an effort to bring about the ‘ecclesial union’ of the two, the Assyrian 
synod appointed three members to a six-member Joint Committee for Dialogue. 


The Church of the East, whose members now live in several countries, is 
associated historically with what is now Iraq and Iran. The Handbook of 
Member Churches of the World Council of Churches estimates worldwide Church of 
the East membership at about 550 000. 


It does not accept the fifth-century Council of Ephesus, which condemned and 
deposed Nestorius, then the archbishop of Constantinople. After that council, 
bishops who did not accept it gradually constituted what came to be recognized 
as a separate Church of the East. Its missionaries worked in Arabia and 
India. Some got as far as China. 


Besides the prelates mentioned above, others at the synod were Metropolitan 
Timotheos of India, and Bishops Sargis of Baghdad, Aprim Khamis of Eastern USA 
and Canada, Ashur Bawai of Western USA, and Meelis of Australia. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.26 ::: SOUTHERN EUROPEAN SITUATION EXPLORED AT ECUMENICAL MEETING 


About 20 church people from Italy, Spain, Portugal, and Greece, and church- 
agency representatives from the United Kingdom, Switzerland, West Germany, 
Denmark, and the United States met near Geneva (21-22 February) to consider 
how recent changes in Europe could affect the life and mission of the church 
in southern Europe in the 1990s. 


High on the agenda were the worsening economic situation of some European 
countries, and of some segments of the population in each European country. 


One of the participants, Italian Baptist Pastor Paolo Spanu, president of the 
Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy, appealed for an end to what he 
said are obsolete images of the place and role of Protestants in the four 
southern European countries (where they are small minorities in populations 
overwhelmingly Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox). 


"We are not', he said, ‘simply the dying remnant of your missionary past. We 
are all minority churches now', he observed, alluding to the inroads of 
secularism in many parts of Europe. 'The Christian voice in secular Europe is 
diminishing and muted', he said, so 'we need as European churches to have a 
common goal and strategy in the move towards a common house’. 


He spoke of the particular role of minority forms of Christianity in southern 
Europe as challenging both the state and the majority form to discover new 
ways of thinking and working with the poor. 


Minority Christian traditions in southern Europe have memberships which are 
often scattered, which makes it relatively costly to maintain denominational 
programmes and services. Nonetheless, many minority congregations allocate a 
tenth of their income to support church work in the Third World. 


The southern Europeans at the meeting stressed ‘evangelism' as the primary 
role of the church. By that they meant not just speaking about Jesus, but a 
‘wholistic' approach to Christian mission and service, calling individuals and 
societies into new ways of thinking and living. Included in that is a special 
concern for the poor and marginalized in society. 


In terms of funding, the consultation proposed a move away from grants to 
investment and income-generating projects, with a goal of financial 
self-sufficiency. More attention to efforts involving one part of southern 
Europe assisting another was also suggested. In some cases, it was reported, 
changes in eastern Europe could cause agency funds now going to southern 
Europe to be re-directed. 


The meeting also dealt with the question of expatriate congregations in 
southern Europe, such as those which attract people from the Netherlands, 
England, or Switzerland, and on which church bodies in those countries spend 
notable amounts of money. Often, it was reported, there is little or no 
contact between such congregations and the rest of the church in the country 
where they are located. 


The consultation asked staff members of the Conference of European Churches 
and World Council of Churches to share such concerns with these congregations 
and the church bodies to which they relate. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.27 ::: ECUMENICAL MEETING DISCUSSES RUSSIAN ORTHODOX DIACONAL PLANS 


Representatives of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church (ROC) and of 
church-related aid-—and-development agencies from several European countries 
met for a day near Geneva last month (23 February) to discuss principles, 
priorities, and strategies for resource sharing in the 1990s. 


Introducing the discussion, Archbishop Sergei, Geneva representative of the 
Moscow Patriarchate, said it was not an easy decision for ROC to become part 
of the ecumenical aid-and-development process, because of its past reputation 
for self-sufficiency. . 


However, he said, with all the recent changes in the Soviet Union, there are 
aspects of church life for which ROC is unprepared. 


"We have not the ideological basis for evangelism and mission', he observed. 
'We do not know how to prepare a new quality of diaconal work, and we do not 
have the material and financial basis to meet these needs.' 


The ROC delegation listed several priorities and concerns, such as diaconal 
work in response to various social and religious problems in the country. 


It was reported that special attention is being given to church work in 
hospitals, prisons, and homes for the aged. 


Plans were reported to establish a Russian Orthodox youth organization. For 
the first time last year, ROC organized an international work camp for young 
people, in cooperation with the Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe. 


The delegation mentioned the Soviet ‘ecological crisis' as an area needing 
Christian witness and involvement. 


ROC participants noted a great need for Bibles and other church books. They 
also said computers could help improve the management and administration of 
what is a geographically and numerically vast body of believers. 


In recent years, thousands of church buildings have been re-opened, but this 
has meant major demands in terms of furnishings. 


Improving educational possibilities and programmes is also high on the ROC 
agenda, its representatives said. 


They predicted that ecumenical relations in the Soviet Union will continue to 
develop, and added that relationships between Christianity and other religions 
in the Soviet Union (notably Judaism, Islam, and Buddhism) will take on 
greater importance. 


Agency representatives said much more information and understanding is needed 
in the West about the social function of Russian Orthodoxy, as well as its 
spiritual traditions. 


In this respect, they saw as a top priority increased people-to-people contact 
at all levels involving Soviet Christians and those from other parts of the 
world. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.28 ::: EUROPE: CEC-RC JOINT COMMITTEE MEETS 


The Joint Committee of the Conference of European Churches and the Council of 
European [Roman Catholic] Bishops' Conferences (CCEE) met last month (1-3 
February) in Ireland. 


It agreed that a group of 10-12 people will continue to monitor church 
reaction to and reception of recommendations which came from the 
CEC-CCEE-sponsored Peace with Justice Assembly last May in Basel (Switzerland). 


It also decided that another in the series of CEC-CCEE ‘ecumenical encounters' 
will take place in a Central European country in November 1991. The theme is 
to be 'Mission and Evangelisation in Europe’. 


Reflecting on the recent major changes in many countries in Europe, the 
committee said they present new opportunities for church life and witness, but 
also create a new awareness of national identities. The committee said the 
re-emergence of nationalism in various forms raises many questions for the 
church in all parts of Europe. 


The group heard a report from its committee on Islam in Europe, which is 
planning to review interfaith dialogue in Eastern and Central Europe at a 
meeting in Leningrad next June, and to hold a larger meeting in Birmingham 
(England) next year. 


The committee also heard a report on the situation in Northern Ireland (the 
part of the island which is part of the United Kingdom). It welcomed and 
encouraged ‘efforts being made by the Irish churches to work for peace, 
justice, and reconciliation’. As for the 'many acts of violence which have 
caused great communal suffering in Northern Ireland', the committee thanked 
God for peacemakers there and assured them that 'Christians in Europe stand in 
solidarity with them in their search for reconciliation’. 


The next meeting of the committee was set for 7-10 March 1991. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.29 ::: BULGARIA: COMMITTEE QUESTIONS ATTITUDE OF SOME HIERARCHS 


A Bulgarian church renewal movement, the Committee for the Defence of 
Religious Rights, Freedom of Conscience, and Spiritual Values, says some 
Eastern Orthodox hierarchs in the country hypocritically pretend concern about 
the welfare of the faithful, but really care ‘only for their own material well 
being, and high social status’. 


The committee was founded in October 1988. Its chairperson is Hristofor 
Subev, a priest of the Bulgarian [Eastern] Orthodox Church. Official church 
Statements have criticized him and it. However, a recent 28-point call for 
change by the Bulgarian Orthodox bishops [EPS 90.03.30] includes proposals 
similar to those made by the committee in a six-point call a fortnight earlier. 


The committee notes that some hierarchs declared it a 'self-proclaimed, 
arbitrary gathering'. But, it says, the real ‘arbitrariness is done by the 
high hierarchy who have deviated, for decades on end, from the commandments of 
Christ and from the canons of holy Orthodoxy'. 


It adds that ‘it will not be difficult for upright Christians to make the true 
choice ... between ... loyalty to Christ and the ... retracing of the steps of 
Judas'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.02.30 ::: BULGARIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS: NO MORE STATE 'INTERFERENCE' 


In a letter to Bulgarian National Assembly Chairman Stanko Todorov, the 
patriarch and the 12 metropolitans who form the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian 
[Eastern] Orthodox Church (BOC) have made 28 proposals to change the church-— 
state situation in Bulgaria as part of the ‘all-round restructuring and 
democratization’ now underway there. 


Referring to 'malpractices ... threats ... obstacles’ in connection with 
church-state relations during the now discredited 'command-and-administration 
system' in Bulgaria, the bishops say that in future, there must be no 
‘interference whatsoever on the part of the civil authorities in the internal 
life’ ‘of (ithe: church. They say that under the former government, many 
decisions of the Holy Synod were 'suspended'. 


The bishops propose to convene a ‘council of the church and the people' in the 
second half of the year. (Church statutes call for such a council every four 
years. The last one took place in the 1950s.) 


They say Christmas and Easter should again be national holidays, and that some 
church and seasonal holidays with a particularly popular or folkloric 
character be celebrated jointly by church and state 'to avoid ... being the 
cause of separation and reproach’. 


They ask for exemption for church people from the civil rituals for name 
giving, marriage, and death (though the compulsory civil registration of 
marriages would remain). 


The bishops call for the return of churches, monasteries, and other church 
buildings and associated property ‘unilaterally seized', and a return of icons 
and other liturgical items ‘illegally taken away'. They ask permission to 
build churches and chapels in new residential areas, and say the state should 
spend sufficient funds to maintain, restore, and conserve church buildings. 


Also requested is re-establishment of a church-owned publishing house, 
independent of state control of its schedules, paper supplies, and circulation 
size. They propose to publish 300 000 copies of the Bible, plus ‘sufficient 
copies of training aids, text books, and literature' to meet the needs of 
church educational institutions. Besides the national church fortnightly and 
monthly, the bishops say, there must be diocesan publications ‘wherever 
religious and patriotic needs demand it. 


The bishops say the church should be allowed to found schools for voluntary 


‘religious and moral education’, as well as ‘young men's Christian societies 


... where lectures of a moralizing and religious—patriotic character shall be 
read’. Closed church orphanages, old-age homes, and similar institutions 
should be re-opened, they say, and clergy allowed to ‘visit unhampered' church 
members in hospitals or old-age homes. 


Also, they propose to found ‘Christian holiday homes' for the children of 
clergy, church officials, and ‘good Orthodox Christians', move the Sofia 
seminary to a better location, and re-establish the seminary in Plovdiv. 


They say clergy should be tried ‘for canonical and other offences against the 
church' only by church courts, according to church laws. They call for a 
change in the law so retired monks, nuns, and other church workers who have 
paid into the state social-security fund are entitled to a pension. 


About 9 million people live in Bulgaria. Britannica World Data _ says 
Christians (almost all Eastern Orthodox) are about 30 percent of the 
population, atheists about 65 percent. In the Handbook of Member Churches of 
the World Council of Churches, BOC, membership is put at 8 million. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.31 ::: SWITZERLAND: CHURCH APPEAL AGAINST EXPELLING ASYLUM SEEKERS 
The Federation of Protestant [Reformed, Methodist] Churches of Switzerland 
(FEPS) has urged the Swiss government not to expel any Christians, or members 
of other minority groups, who have sought refuge in Switzerland from the 
Middle East. The FEPS statement refers in particular to people from parts of 
Turkey and Syria, who, it says, risk 'persecution, torture, and even death' if 
they are sent back. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.32 ::: AUSTRALIA: CHURCH BODY EXPRESSES HUMAN-RIGHTS CONCERN 

The Social Responsibilities Commission of the Anglican Church of Australia has 
reacted negatively to proposals by opposition political parties to abolish the 
national Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission, passing its 
responsibilities to Australian states. Oliver Heyward, the bishop who chairs 
the commission, says 'past experience has demonstrated that the States are 
often unwilling to implement human-rights principles on their own initiative'. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.03.33 ::: USA: IN AD, 4505 ROMAN CATHOLICS CALL FOR CHURCH REFORM 

Call to Action paid for more than a page in the New York Times on Ash 
Wednesday (28 February) to issue a 'pastoral letter from 4505 Catholics 
concerned about fundamental renewal of our church'. Describing itself as a 
"broad popular movement for reform of the US Catholic Church', Call to Action 
is co-sponsored by five other organizations - Association for the Rights of 
Catholics in the Church, Catholics Speak Out, National Association for a 
Married Priesthood, Friends of Creation Spirituality, and Women's Ordination 
Conference. Call to Action says a ‘who's who of progressive Catholic leaders' 
is among those endorsing their efforts, including theologians Charles Curran, 
Matthew Fox, Sandra Schneiders, Bernard Cooke, and David Tracy. It expects 
100 000 signed supporters of the pastoral letter by the end of 1990. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.34 ::: USSR: BIBLE COMMISSION ESTABLISHED 

The Russian Orthodox Church, Leningrad State University, and Leningrad 
Archives of the Soviet Academy of Sciences have founded the North-Western 
Bible Commission to work on Bible translation, publication, and distribution. 
It revives a Russian Bible Commission founded in 1915. United Bible Societies 
calls the new body ‘a unique achievement of cooperation between [Soviet] 
secular and religious bodies'. It has signed a memorandum with the commission 
confirming mutual understanding and cooperation in Soviet Bible work. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.35 ::: CHRISTIAN BROADCASTERS EYE SOVIETS 

According to the Washington Post newspaper, with their US market stagnant or 
shrinking, US Christian broadcasters such as Robert Schuller and Pat Robertson 
are turning their attention to the Soviet Union, now that changes there have 
made it possible for religious programmes to appear on Soviet tv. 


EPS 90.03.36 ::: US ANGLICAN LEADERS DISASSOCIATE SELVES FROM GAY ORDINATION 

US Anglican Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning and his nine-bishop ‘council of 
advice' are ‘'disassociating' themselves from the ordination last December of a 
non-celibate gay priest. (The bishop who ordained the priest later asked him 
not to function as a priest, after remarks the priest made disparaging 
celibacy and monogamy [EPS 90.03.30].) The 10 bishops say ‘good order is not 
served when bishops, dioceses, or parishes act unilaterally', and that the 
ordination has 'polarized our community of faith'. They add that they are not 
disassociating themselves from 'the many members of our church who are gay and 
lesbian', whose 'presence' and ‘service within the church' are valued. In 
light of a 1979 US Anglican General Convention resolution, they say, 'we 
believe it is not appropriate for this church' to ordain anyone who engages in 
sexual relations outside of marriage. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.37 ::: INDIA: CHURCH COMMITTEE PROTESTS REPORTED REMARK 

The Executive Committee of the Synod of the [United] Church of North India has 
expressed ‘deepest regret' about a remark attributed to Deputy Prime Minister 
Devi Lal in media reports. Lal reportedly said Christians have no business in 
India, and should go back to the United States, England, or even Ttealy sGinga 
letter to Indian Prime Minister Vishwanath Pratap Singh, CNI General Secretary 
Pritam Santram called the Lal remark ‘uncalled for and provocative'. He urged 
Singh to ‘look into this matter and ensure that the reputation of. the 
Christian community and their rights and privileges as citizens ... are not 
violated'. Of the 800 million people in India, about 2.5 percent are counted 
as Christians. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.38 ::: SERBIAN ORTHODOX PROTEST ON SLOVENIA, CROATIA 

Eastern (Serbian) Orthodox clergy in Slovenia and Croatia - parts of 
Yugoslavia that are traditionally Roman Catholic - have protested alleged 
attacks on their language, alphabet, cultural and spiritual values, and 
national identity. There is also Serbian unhappiness about the official 
Croatian and Slovenian attitudes toward Kosovo. It is part of Serbia (another 
Yugoslav republic) which has an ethnic Albanian majority. In another show of 
displeasure, Serbian bishops boycotted the traditional New Year reception 
hosted by the president of the Croatian assembly in mid-January. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.39 ::: YUGOSLAV OFFICIAL PROMISES IMPROVED STATUS FOR BELIEVERS 

The president of the Yugoslav government Commission for Relations with 
Religious Communities said at a news conference that planned constitutional 
amendments will abolish the current practice which prevents’ religious 
believers from having access to any posts of responsibility in the economy and 
society in general. However, believers would still not be able to teach in 
primary schools. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.40 ::: HUNGARY: REFORMED DEBATE ON CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE 

The unofficial Reformed Church Renewal Movement in Hungary has appealed to 
Hungarian Reformed Bishop Karoly Té6th to resign as president of the 
Prague-based Christian Peace Conference. RCRM says CPC, founded in 1958, 
‘served the interests of one political power bloc, and was neither truly 
Christian, nor the advocate of universal human peace’. In an interview, Toth 
defended CPC as for many years the only ecumenical forum in which Eastern 
European church representatives were able to maintain some contacts with 
colleagues from other parts of the world. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.41 ::: CZECHOSLOVAKIA: INTERFAITH BROADCAST BOARD FORMED 

Christian and Jewish representatives in Czechoslovakia have formed the 
Religious Life Editorial Board. It is to focus on religious broadcasting, and 
other aspects of the renewal of society. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.42 ::: VATICAN-WCC WORKING GROUP MARKS 25 YEARS 

At its annual meeting (Rome, 25 January-2 February), the Vatican—-World Council 
of Churches Joint Working Group marked its 25th anniversary. A report from 
the group is to go this month to the WCC Central Committee and to the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. A JWG press release refers 
both to ‘some difficulties' and 'the hope of the growing [WCC-Roman Catholic] 
collaboration ... and for increased ecumenical cooperation at the local and 
national levels. In connection with the JWG meeting, a consultation took 
place on 'new sources of division'. The communiqué said the meeting ‘points 
to the need for more discussion on personal and social ethical issues which 


cause divisiveness, and an understanding of ways in which churches arrive at 


principles to deal with these issues'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.43 ::: USA: BAPTIST BOARD UPHOLDS DIVORCE POLICY 

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board has decided to continue its policy 
of not appointing divorced people as missionaries. The decision followed a 
year-long board study in response to a 1988 request from the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting that the policy be evaluated. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.44 ::: ECUMENICAL MEETING EVALUATES ROLE OF LAY TRAINING CENTRES 
People from Asia, Africa, the Caribbean, Europe, and North America attended an 
ecumenical consultation on the Greek island of Crete last month (16-20 
February) to evaluate the role of lay training centres. The gathering was 
convened by the World Council of Churches, which is also producing an 
annotated Ecumenical Directory of Lay Centres. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.45 ::: BAHRAIN: UNUSUALLY, TV SHOWS RULER MEETING CHURCH LEADER 
When Derek Taylor arrived in Bahrain to take up his post as Anglican chaplain, 
he met with Isa bin Sulman Al Khalifa, amir (ruler) of the Muslim Gulf. Church 
leaders are often granted such audiences, but they are rarely reported in the 
Bahrain media, especially radio or tv. In this case, however, Taylor was seen 
on tv in discussion with the amir. Both radio and print media also reported 
on his installation and the meeting. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.46 ::: GULF STUDY CENTRE GETS EXTENSION 
After a meeting with an official of the Reformed Church in America, it was 
announced that the Gulf Churches' Study Centre in Bahrain can stay in RCA 
premises through the end of this month. Last November, the centre was asked 
to vacate by the end of last year. Under a 1988 agreement with the Episcopal 
(Anglican) Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf, and the Middle East Council of 
Churches, RCA provides premises as its contribution to the ecumenical work of 
the centre. It is understood that RCA has offered to underwrite rental costs 
of new premises for the centre in Bahrain. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.47 ::: JAMAICA: FAITH & ORDER REPS MEET PASTORS 

More than 50 parish pastors from Jamaica met for two days in Kingston with 
representatives of the Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of 
Churches for presentations and discussions on church life and the ecumenical 
situation in the Caribbean island nation, and its relationship to ecumenical 
issues in other parts of the world. The Jamaica Council of Churches hosted 
the gathering. The consultation followed a meeting of the steering group of 
the F&O study programme on 'the unity of the church and the renewal of human 
community’, also in Jamaica. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.48 ::: US LUTHERAN, ANGLICAN LEADERS PLAN JOINT NORDIC TRIP 

The Anglican and Lutheran presiding bishops in the United States (Herbert 
Chilstrom, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; Edmond Lee Browning, 
Episcopal Church) have announced a joint trip to Denmark, Finland, Norway, and 
Sweden next December. The principal church bodies in those countries are 
Lutheran. Historically, they have had special relationships with the 
[Anglican] Church of England. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.49 ::: USA: LUTHERANS, ANGLICANS DRAFTING MINISTRY REPORT 

The US Lutheran-Anglican dialogue group is preparing a report on the ‘historic 
episcopate and ordering of ministry' for national meetings of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America and the Episcopal Church next year. Retired 
Lutheran Bishop Paul Erickson, co-chair of the group, says a first draft of 
the report received ‘sharp discussion' at the latest dialogue session, and 
that some ‘stumbling blocks' and 'problems in the road' remain. Since 1982, 
the two church bodies have been in a relationship of ‘interim eucharistic 
sharing', pending resolution of issues still impeding ‘full communion'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.50 ::: FORMER EAST GERMAN PLANS TO INTERN CHURCHGOERS REPORTED 
Plans to intern churchgoers in case of national crisis have reportedly been 
found in secret files of the now dissolved East German state security 
service. Also to be interned under the plans were dissidents and people 
refusing to vote. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.51 ::: LUTHERAN-RC GROUP NOTES DISAGREEMENTS ON MARY, SAINTS 

The 20-member US Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue group says the _ two 
traditions both believe Jesus Christ is the 'sole mediator' between believers 
and God, but they remain ‘separated by differing views on matters such as the 
invocation of saints, and the Immaculate Conception and Assumption of Mary’. 
After seven years of work, the group unanimously approved its latest text, 
'The One Mediator, The Saints, and Mary'. Four areas of difference the group 
identified are the use of the term ‘saint’, whether saints in heaven intercede 
for believers on earth, whether Christians should invoke saints in their 
prayers, and whether Mary plays a mediating role between the believer and 
Christ. The text says the group ‘has not reached agreement on the substantive 
issue of whether invocation of saints is legitimate and beneficial'. i fh 
observes that till the two traditions can transcend differences on Mary, there 
remains 'an obstacle to full fellowship between our churches, though they need 
not prevent a significant advance' in the current relationship. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.52 ::: APPEAL FOR WEST BANK CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS EXTENDED 
An appeal for financial support for Christian schools in the Israeli-—occupied 
West Bank territory made by the World Council of Churches in October 1988 (EPS 
88.11.39) was extended last month, with an appeal for an additional 1 million 
US dollars. The previous appeal, also for 1 million, generated 317 517 US 
dollars. The appeal comes as many Christian and Muslim families who send 
their children to the schools - Roman Catholic, Eastern (Greek) Orthodox, 
Oriental (Armenian, Coptic) Orthodox, Lutheran, Quaker, Anglican - can no 
longer pay the school fees on which the schools depend for much of their 
income. Money given to the appeal is to be used for scholarships. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.53 ::: WSCF HISTORY WORKING PARTY CONVENED 

In connection with the upcoming 100th anniversary of the World Student 
Christian Federation, in 1995, 25 former WSCF leaders met with 12 members of 
the current WSCF generation for six days in Geneva last month (22-27 
February). The group proposed that a popular history of WSCF be written 
before the anniversary, and that ‘senior friends' of WSCF be encouraged to 
write their memoirs of WSCF history. It also considered a proposed WSCF Fund 
for the Future. A Working Group on WSCF History is to be formed at the WSCF 
General Assembly, near Paris in September. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.54 ::: CANADIAN CHURCH PRESS ALARM OVER END OF POSTAL SUBSIDY 
Canadian Church Press, an association of church publications, has expressed 
alarm at a government decision to end a century-old postal subsidy, and 
replace it with direct grants to publishers. The subsidy has allowed most 
Canadian church publications to be posted for less than six Canadian cents a 
copy. The new policy would considerably increase costs, and concern has been 
expressed about the implications of such grants for church-state 
relationships. CCP has asked for a meeting with government officials to 
discuss the change. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.55 ::: CANADA: ECUMENICAL COALITIONS FACING BUDGET CUTBACKS 
A dozen ecumenical church coalitions face financial difficulties because of 
denominational budget cutbacks, notably by the United Church of Canada. The 
coalitions are considering restructuring to cope with the cutbacks. The 
coalitions work on issues such as human rights in Latin America, peace, 
economic justice, aboriginal rights, and development education. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a number code. For example, item 90.04.83 is the 83d item 
appearing in April 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 USA, 52.50 CDN, 55 AUS, 69.50 NZ, 69.50 CH, 85 BRD, 95 NL, 
275 FF, 2755S jyor-27 a. lna.an. 


The new phone numbers of the Middle East Council of Churches in Limassol 
(Cyprus) are 357-5/326.022 or 357-5/326.235. The fax number is 357-5/324.613. 


Journalists may ask for a complimentary copy of Cathedral of the Gulf, a 
48-page illustrated booklet by Robert Jarman, tracing the history of the 
Anglican presence in Bahrain since the end of the last century, from Roy 
Kietzman, Box 10721, Manama, Bahrain. 


The new issue (January 1990) of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review features 
articles on the Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group and liberation theology in 
Jewish thought. A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2. New from the same source: Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of 
Creation: Insights from Orthodoxy, edited by Gennadios Limouris, 15 Swiss - 
9.95 US - 5.95 UK; Icons: Windows on Eternity: Theology and Spirituality 
in Colour, compiled by Gennadios Limouris, 27.50 Swiss - 17.90 US - 10.90 UK. 


A writing contest linked with the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in 
Solidarity with Women is open to people who belong to Evangelical 
(Protestant) churches in Spanish-speaking countries. Deadline is 31 March. 
More information: Evangelical Methodist Church of Argentina, Rivadavia 4044, 
1205 Buenos Aires. Phone: 54-1/982.6288 or .3712. Fax: 54-1/941-8950. 


WCC Central Committee meets in Geneva 24-30 March. EPS mailings with 
committee coverage are planned for 27 March, 29 March, and 2 April. If you 
need EPS reports at other times, or if you need special coverage, please 
inform EPS administrative assistant Désirée De Rycke by 20 March at the latest. 


The address for all the following is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
Available from WCC/C&S is And God Saw That It Was Good: A Brazilian Liturgy 
of Creation. Those who can are asked to send 5 Swiss francs or 3 US dollars 
to help cover costs. === Available from WCC/Dialogue The Challenge of 
Dialogue: Papers from the Meeting of the [WCC] Dialogue Working Group in 
Casablanca (Morocco) last June. === Available from WCC/PCR are new issues of 
PCR Information, on Racial Justice: an Issue of Justice, Peace, and the 
Integrity of Creation (#26), and Land Is Our Life (#25, on land rights of 
indigenous peoples). === Available from WCC/CMC is the new issue (#113, 
February 1990) of Contact, featuring a 'whole-person health ministry' in 
Jamaica. === Available from WCC/CICARWS are new appeals for 50 000 US dollars 
each for relief efforts following torrential rains in Tunisia (19 February), 
and help to refugees and displaced persons in Liberia, and for 100 000 US 
dollars for relief efforts after two Pacific cyclones. Also available are 
situation reports on the emergency in Sudan (#10, 27 February), floods in 
India (#3, 28 February), Namibia (#7, February), and the aftermath of 
typhoons in the Philippines (#1, 28 February). === Available from 
WCC/Communications/F&VA is a list of audiovisual resources related to issues 
of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. 


In the first line of the contents page of EPS for the period 11-15 March 1990, 
please read 90.03.23 (instead of 90.93.23). 


Special thanks to Stephen Brown and Sheila Mesa in Seoul, and Désirée De Rycke 
in Geneva, for helping make possible EPS coverage of the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation. 
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EPS 90.03.56 ::: JPIC CONVOCATION OKAYS 10 AFFIRMATIONS, ‘ACT OF COVENANTING' 


Ten affirmations on 'urgent issues where justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation [JPIC] are at stake' were approved by voting participants at the JPIC 


World Convocation sponsored in Seoul (5-12 March) by the World Council of 
Churches. 


The affirmations cover struggles against unjust exercise of power, God's 
preferential option for the poor; the equal value of all races and peoples; 
sexism and structures which exclude women; access to communication and 
education as a basic human right; establishing justice, achieving peace, and 
solving conflicts by active non-violence; respect for and conservation of the 
integrity of creation; indigenous people's land rights, and land reforms; 
youth and JPIC issues; and the protection and promotion of human rights. 


The affirmations were approved after floor discussion which took most of six 
90-minute plenary sessions during the final two days of the convocation. 

They form the basis for a four-fold ‘act of covenanting' [EPS 90.03.56] which 
also received convocation approval. 


In the affirmations, participants: 


— support 'the constructive power of people's movements for human dignity and 
liberation’ and 'just and participatory forms of government and economic 
structures'; 


—- promise to ‘work to be the allies of organizations ... dedicated to 
achieving the eradication of exploitation and violence', and affirm 'God's 
preferential option for the poor and the duty of Christians to defend the life 
of the poor'; 


—- pledge to 'work against the forces of racism, ethnicism and casteism and to 
stand in solidarity with victims and their struggle', and affirm that ‘all 
forms of racism ... must be named sin and their theological justification 
heresy'; 


—- undertake to 'seek ways of realising a new community of women and men' and 
to resist structures of 'patriarchy' which perpetuate violence against women, 
and 'dominance' which exclude ‘theological and spiritual contributions' of 
women and ‘deny their participation in decision-making processes'; 


— promise to communicate the gospel ‘through modern media in imaginative, 
prophetic and liberating ways' and help the ‘vulnerable and silenced’ to be 
heard; 


—- pledge to 'practise non-violence’, to 'work for the banning of warfare', 
and to 'seek every possible means of establishing justice, achieving peace, 
and solving conflicts by active non-violence’; 


- reject several philosophies and actions, including 'the claim that anything 
in creation is merely a resource for human exploitation, species extinction 
for human benefit, consumerism and mass production’, and human contributions 
to rapid climate changes; 


—- affirm that 'human use of land and waters should release the earth to 
regularly replenish its life-giving power'; and promise to 'resist any policy 
that treats land merely as a marketable commodity, that allows speculation at 
the expense of the poor, ... or that prevents those who live directly from the 
land from being its real trustees'. [over] 


affirmations/2 


— affirm 'the creative and sacrificial role' young people play in 'building a 
new society, recognizing their right to have a prophetic voice in the 
structures that affect their life and their community', and support full 
respect for 'the human right of conscientious objection'; 


— affirm that ‘human rights are given by God', including not only ‘individual 
rights' but also ‘collective social, economic, and cultural rights of peoples, 
including those with disabilities', and support the 'total integration' of 
people with disabilities, and 'solidarity with organizations and movements 
working for the promotion and protection of human rights'; 


After approving the affirmations, the convocation increased from three to four 
the aspects of an ‘act of covenanting' it subsequently approved. This 
decision came after a US participant said he and other blacks present were 
‘deeply disturbed and pained' that the convocation might end ‘without racism 
being included as an example of covenanting'. 


The other aspects concern a ‘just economic order' and ‘liberation from the 
bondage of foreign debt'; ‘true security of all nations and peoples'; 
non-violence and militarization; and 'preserving the gift of the earth's 
atmosphere' and ‘building a culture that can live in harmony with creation's 
integrity’. 


The document approved by the convocation includes a nine-point introduction to 
‘entering into covenant solidarity', and concludes with a three-fold 
expression of praise to God, Jesus, and the Spirit. 


Associated with the text - though not submitted for vote to convocation 
participants - are more than 70 implications for specific actions. A report 
on reaction to these is asked for at the WCC Seventh Assembly, next February. 


The act of covenanting, which participants affirmed during the final 
convocation act of worship, is, they said, ‘not an end in itself’. Rather, 
it begins 'a process opening out beyond' them to ‘all people' struggling for 
JPIC issues, ‘whatever their religious or ideological convictions’. 


Summing up at a final press briefing, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro said 
the 'novelty' of the convocation was that it ‘integrated integrity of creation 
concerns into' the ‘traditional themes of justice and peace' of the ecumenical 
movement. 


The emphasis in many convocation documents on the need for 'non-—violent 
approaches’ to JPIC issues, the ‘rejection of war' and of ‘military 
deterrence' means that although 'we could not yet be a pacifist assembly ..., 
we are approaching a position that historically belonged to minority churches 
and sects’. 


The convocation culminated in a multi-lingual, multi-cultural liturgy of 
"covenanting and sending forth', during which participants committed 
themselves to the affirmations and act of covenanting they had earlier agreed 
LO At one point, they formed a human chain around a large translucent 
globe. As they formed the chain, they prayed for the healing of the people 
and of the earth. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.57 ::: JPIC CONVOCATION CELEBRATES A SCORE OF 'COVENANTS' 


With music, prayer, lighted candles, and applause, participants in the World 
Convocation on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (11 March) 
celebrated a score of 'covenants' by which groups of people promise to work 
together on various JPIC-related issues. 


The covenant most fully spelled out involves Jewish, Christian, and Muslim 
participants from the Middle East. 


They committed themselves to work for 'mutual recognition and self- 
determination ... through negotiations between Israel and the PLO', and 
‘sovereignty for both peoples through the recognition of a Palestinian state 
in the Palestinian homeland, alongside the State of Israel’. At the end, to 
great applause, they held up Israeli and Palestinian flags. 


Other covenants included commitments by UK and South African participants to 
continue to support sanctions and other pressure till there is ‘profound and 
irreversible change' in South Africa, by pacifist participants to work for 
"global peace services', and by Sri Lankan Sinhalese and Tamils to 'go to the 
churches of Sri Lanka to work together for a just peace'. 


People from the Philippines and West Germany promised to 'work together to 
denounce unjust structures and powers'. Some identifying themselves as 
evangelicals said they will take JPIC commitments into 'networks of 
evangelical and biblically-concerned people’. 


Caribbean participants promised to ‘network, share information, and express 
solidarity' with the people of Haiti. 


French and Pacific participants promised to work for the independence of New 
Caledonia, and to ‘protect the land and peoples of Mataiva' (a small atoll 
near Tahiti where Australian interests are mineral mining). 


People from the Netherlands and the Philippines pledged to ‘stop exploitation 
of women worldwide, especially the trafficking in Filipino women’. 


Participants from two pairs of countries - Sri Lanka and Palestine, and El 
Salvador and the Philippines - agreed to support each other's struggles. 


Poland, Czechoslovakia, Sweden and Switzerland supervise the armistice line 
which separates North and South Korea. Convocation participants from those 
four countries committed themselves to 'work together with Koreans towards the 
goal of peaceful reunification’. 


Groups in the Netherlands and the United States promised to help set up a 
meeting of ‘friends from the South and the East to discuss the effect of 
changing political realities’. 


Youth at the convocation committed themselves to support Korean reunification, 
an end to militarization, and indigenous and tribal peoples. 


US participants promised to work for Korean reunification, continuing 
Sanctions on South Africa, environmental improvements in North America, and 
"many justice issues in our own country’. Middle East participants announced 
a covenant on JPIC issues. 


Latin American participants promised to work on behalf of the indigenous 
peoples of their region, to write to the new president of Nicaragua saying 
reforms instituted by the defeated government must not be rolled back. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.58 ::: JPIC CONVOCATION RECEIVES SEVERAL MESSAGES 


Besides greetings from local church representatives, the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (Seoul, 5-12 March) received 
messages from Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios ('first among equals' in the 
Eastern Orthodox hierarchy), General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett of the 
Lutheran World Federation, and two Vatican offices, the Councils for Justice 
and Peace and for Christian Unity. 


The Roman Catholic greeting, also on behalf of all the Roman Catholics at the 
convocation, was presented by three of them, including New Zealand Bishop 
Basil Meking, head of the 20-person delegation of advisers appointed by the 
Vatican. 


Other Roman Catholics attended as advisers invited by the World Council of 
Churches, which sponsored the convocation, or as voting participants from 
ecumenical councils which include Roman Catholic membership. 


WCC proposals that the Vatican co-sponsor the convocation, or that it send 50 
voting participants (out of a projected total of 550, though that figure 
turned out to be about 400) were turned down by the Vatican. 


The greeting called for growing ecumenical fellowship and joint action on JPIC 
issues. "We know our need of forgiveness before God and before each other', 
the message says. 


‘We are committed to work together where possible' for JPIC. ‘We are indeed 
happy to be here ... and to contribute with you to the convocation, and to 
share your hopes for the future of JPIC', it adds. 


At a news conference during the convocation, German physicist and philosopher 
Carl Friedrich von Weizsacker, whose 1985 call for a ‘world ecumenical council 
on peace' was a significant milestone in the JPIC process, said more active 
Roman Catholic participation would not have 'complicated' the process. 


On the contrary, he suggested, the JPIC documents are ‘difficult for the 
layman to understand', and so would have benefitted from more input from the 
Roman Catholic church, which ‘has much more experience of speaking to a wide 
range of people in ways they can understand’. 


On the other hand, Jorge Peixoto, a convocation adviser and a Roman Catholic 
priest from Uruguay, said the Roman Catholic church ‘would have to learn a 
lesson in humility' were it to ‘become integrated on an equal basis' in the 
JPIC process. 


Speaking at another news conference, French theologian René Coste, a 
Vatican-appointed adviser, said Roman Catholics are not asking for slow-down 
of the ecumenical JPIC process, but are 'begging for a deeper theological 
analysis' of the world situation which prompts church concern about JPIC 
issues. 


He suggested that analysis be distinguished from testimonies, however 
important and useful those might be. He also expressed a concern that 
ecumenical meetings on JPIC issues be churchly rather than political. 


At the same news conference, Soviet Archbishop Kirill of Smolensk, an Eastern 
Orthodox participant, said Orthodox at the Seoul gathering felt uncomfortable 
in some respects, but 'I welcome this discomfort', because it is good for 
Orthodox to be in situations where their positions and presuppositions can be 
part of ecumenical debate and discussion. [EPS] 
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Beow70.03.59 :/:: GUESTS OF OTHER FAITHS SPEAK AT JPIC CONVOCATION 


Guests from other faiths at the World Convocation on Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation (Seoul, 5-12 March) spoke on convocation themes during 
a plenary discussion on 'Threats to Peace', 


Gopal Singh Puri, a Sikh from the United Kingdom, said 'peace is not the 
absence or negation of war' but a "dynamic relationship between creator and 
creation.’ It means ‘living within the will of the creator who created 
human beings at his pleasure," he said. 


"Suffering in this state of living gives a moral force which can be used to 
create peace," he added. 


Amina Bouyach, a Muslim from Morocco, welcomed the presence of guests from 
other faiths. She said she felt 'very much at ease with the debate' and 
welcomed 'the dialogue between all religions.' 


She warned of 'the manipulation of religion for political means' in Islamic 
and other countries. She said religions have to accept that they are 
Gisimirerme»mnt "If we can accept this, we can make progress,' she said, and 
"JPIC will have made a step towards being achieved.' 


Asghar Ali, a Muslim from India, told participants the Koran says ‘justice 

is closest to piety,' and commits Moslems to creating a 'dar es salaam' 

(house of peace). 

Despite these ‘ideals of religions," in practice there is ‘conflict, conflict, 
conflict' between religions in India, he said, referring to Hindu/Moslem and 
Hindu/Sikh strife. He pointed to 'thousands of innocent people killed in 

the name of Mosque and Temple' in the run-up to 1989 elections in India. 


There is also intolerance within religions, he said, likening the stance of 
some Islamic leaders to 'medieval Catholicism.' His own community of Bohra 
Muslims is fighting for reform within Islam, he said. 


Later in convocation proceedings, at a hearing on militarisation, Deborah 
Weissman, one of two Jewish guests, called on convocation participants to 
promote reconciliation between Jews and Arabs. 


"You can be a force for creating a situation of dialogue and the development 
©: mutual trust,’ she said. 


She described herself as a 'Zionist who believes the true fulfilment of Zion 
will only come when there is a sovereign Palestinian state alongside the 
Stace of Israel.' 


There were eight interfaith guests at the convocation from four religions 
(Judaism, Islam, Sikhism, Buddhism). The convocation was sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.60 ::: BISHOP: HYPOCRITICAL CHURCH NEEDS TO CONFESS ITS SINS 


Describing the church as 'guilty of hypocrisy,' a US Anglican bishop Told 
an ecumenical meeting in Seoul that while 'we preach to others that they are 


sinners, must repent, confess, and seek God's forgiveness ... lI do not hear 
us confessing our own sins.' 


Barbara Harris, suffragan (associate) bishop in the Episcopal (Anglican) 
diocese which includes the eastern part of the US state of Massachusetts, 
added that 'I hear the church doing more begging for its own survival as an 
institution than I have seen it giving. I have seen the church holding its 
peace when it should have been ... confronting the king.' 


The bishop preached during a morning given over to "testimonies of 
suffering’ and ‘penitence and confession' at the World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (Seoul, 5-12 March). 


Many of the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox participants did not attend the 
session at which Harris spoke, a sign of protest at the inclusion of a 
female bishop as a main speaker. The official Orthodox theological 
position is that only men may be ordained priests or bishops. Harr Ss 
the first woman to be consecrated an Anglican bishop. 


Recalling her time as a public-relations executive, before her ordination 
as a priest in 1980, she said the corporate world is 'not unlike the church 
in many ways - hierarchical and patriarchal, patronizing and perfidious.' 


To succeed in what was 'largely a man's world," she said, ‘1 bad toy learn 
the tricks of the trade. I had to learn to fight.’ 


Looking back, she said, 'I must confess that I had conformed to this world, 
and was far from being transformed by a renewed mind to pursue life in a 
way that was good and perfect and acceptable to God.' 


Harris said the church has too often maintained 'structures of oppression' 
rather than built ‘structures of grace.' She said people are denied their 
rightful places in the church on the basis of 'gender, race, or class." 


The church, she added, must decide whether to continue 'chaplaincy to the 
oppressor' or opt for ‘ministry to the oppressed.' 


We are 'between the evening of a drowning world, and the morning of a new 
day,' Harris observed. ‘Some of us may not survive the storm which may 
rage in the darkness of approaching night, unless ... we find the hand of 
God, the light of sChrisi, ia that darkness.' 


In conclusion, she called on the congregation to ‘repent and to confess: to 
the world that we have examined ourselves and found ourselves wanting. 
Because we repent, because we acknowledge and confess our sins, I announce 
-~ in God's name, Creator, Redeemer, and Liberator - that we are forgiven. 
Let us go in peace and sin no more.' 


At the end of the liturgy, participants were invited to eat in silence a 
simple meal to ‘express our solidarity with all who are violated against - 
peoples, nations, and nature." [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.61 ::: TOKES SAYS CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS LET HIM DOWN 


Laszl6 Tokés, the Reformed pastor whose struggles with the Romanian 
authorities came to a head late last year during the uprising in Timisoara 
which led to the downfall of longtime Romanian leader Nicolae Ceausescu, says 
‘one of the biggest disappointments of my life' was the 'total lack of support 
from official church bodies abroad'. 


In an interview (7 March) in the leading Norwegian daily Aftenposten, Tokés 
specifically criticizes the World Council of Churches and World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, both based in Geneva. 


He also charges that the local Eastern Orthodox leader — Metropolitan Nicolae 
of Banat - locked his cathedral in Timisoara when demonstrators were trying to 
find a refuge from soldiers and security forces who were firing on them. 
Nicolae, he says, 'has blood on his hands'. 


Toékés is expected to speak to the meeting later this month of the WCC Central 
Committee in Geneva (24-30 March). 


In an interview last January, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro said 'We 
never praised the Ceausescu regime, we never affirmed that he was an 
instrument of God's purpose in history. On the contrary, we have been 
critical of the regime. ... Before the final events last December, I 
intervened with the Ceausescu government, and with the churches, interceding 
for the-situation of ... Tokés. I protested when he was not allowed to be 
-pastor of his local church, and when he was forced to leave.' 


In his interview, Tokés seems unaware of WARC and WCC efforts on his behalf 


before Ceausescu fell. ‘I intensively hoped that western churches would 
speak for me and my congregation', Tokés says. ‘Any protest to Ceausescu 
would have been of help.' But, ‘in Geneva they were not interested in the 


fight for freedom of this lone pastor'. 


Tokés recalls the support of his congregation for the anti-apartheid struggle 
in South Africa. WARC President Allan Boesak is a South African theologian, 
but, Tokés says, 'when the struggle was raging for life or death in Romania, 
he and the other ecumenical heavyweights let us down'. 


Tokés says his own former bishop Laszlo Papp, who for more than a decade 
‘could destroy church work in the area, with the assistance of the secret 
police', was ‘received with honour' abroad. Since the revolution, Papp has 
moved to France. 


Tokés says Ceausescu might well have fallen earlier 'had an international wave 
of protest been established", such as there is over South Africa. He says 23 
million Europeans in Romania 'were left in the backyard of history' in terms 
of international church attention. 


In Romania, Eastern Orthodoxy is by far the largest form of Christianity. 
Tokés calls it 'no exaggeration to say that the Romanian Orthodox Church was a 
tool in the hands of the dictator', and that even though all its leaders now 
‘assure that they hated the old regime, the truth is completely different'. 


_Toékés says the church in the West showed an ‘unwillingness to fight for the 
truth', and that the Romanian revolution came about ‘in spite of' that. 
‘Without any wish to appear arrogant', he says, 'I want to ask the 
international church bodies whether the time has not come to repent and ask 
for forgiveness, and, in any event, to do all they can to assure that our 
revolution has not been fought in vain.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.62 ::: WCC GENERAL SECRETARY VISITS SOUTH KOREAN PRESIDENT °° 


General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches spent about 
4O minutes with Republic of [South] Korea President Roh Tae—Woo at the ; 
presidential residence while Castro was in Seoul for the WCC-sponsored World 
Convocation on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (5-12 March). 


A WCC communiqué described the visit as ‘cordial and friendly'. It said 
Castro ‘expressed continuing WCC support for the improvement of the 
human-rights situation' in South Korea, and ‘suggested that the recent anges 
there be extended to 'all in prison because of political offences’. 


According to the communiqué, Roh ‘appreciated WCC efforts to bring together 
Christians from both parts of the peninsula as part of its concern for Korean 
reunification". 


Castro was accompanied by General Secretary Kwon Ho-Kyung of the National 
Council of Churches in Korea. Roh was accompanied by South Korean Minister 
of Culture Lee 0-Yong. [EPS] shy 


EPS 90.03.63 ::: ARMENIAN PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE DIES 


Patriarch Shnork of Constantinople (Istanbul), for 28 years the leader of the 
Armenian (Oriental Orthodox) community in Turkey, died 7 March while on a 
visit to Armenia. He did not recover from brain surgery following an 
accident. In a message on behalf of WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, who 
was away from WCC headquarters in Geneva at the time, WCC Deputy General 
Secretary Todor Sabev said the ‘image [of the late patriarch] on earth will be 
a guiding star for his friends and all his people'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.64 ::: CHURCH LEADERS PROTEST ISRAELI ACTIONS 


Six church leaders in Ramallah, a town in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, have 
issued a joint protest of actions in recent weeks by Israeli soldiers. The 
leaders say soldiers have maltreated clergy and profaned churches. s 


In one reported case, two Israeli soldiers trying to arrest some girls accused 
of throwing stones at them, entered a parish church. The eucharist was being 
celebrated at the time, and the priest insisted the soldiers leave. 


One soldier, he says, pointed a gun and threatened to kill him, but was 
restrained by his colleague. He says the soldiers left, but collected 
identity cards from people leaving the church, and detained them for 90 
minutes. 


In another incident, two priests attempting to secure the return of an 
identity card of a fact entre. of one of them report they were harassed and 
threatened by Israeli soldiers. 


In their appeal, the clergy - Roman Catholic (Latin and Melkite), Eastern 
Orthodox, Lutheran, and Anglican - ask ‘all who believe in human rights and 
human dignity in every nation to protest' such 'violations of human rights and 
the sanctity of churches and their consecrated servants, and to work for the 
realization of justice and peace'. [EPS] 


‘ 
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Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90:03.65 ::: ECUTEXT: Message from the JPIC World Convocation 


[This message was approved by the World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and 
the Integrity of Creation which met in Seoul 5-12 March. It is subject to 
some editing changes by a committee before it obtains its final form.] 


a Now is the time to commit ourselves anew to God's covenant. The moment 
of history is unique. All life on earth is threatened by injustice, war and 
destruction of creation because we have turned away from God's covenant. 
Knowing of the opportunities that are offered to us, we ask for God's 
forgiveness. We witness hopeful changes. 


2s Now is the time to welcome and confirm the achievements in linking local 
and regional struggles for justice, peace and the integrity of creation. Our 
contexts and perceptions are different indeed. Yet we have to overcome our 
divisions. Among them we must encourage wider support of the churches for 
people's movements. There are no competitive efforts for justice, peace and 
the integrity of creation. There is one single global struggle. 


3% Now is the time to consolidate all struggles for justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation. We must free ourselves from bondage to power 
structures which blind us and make us accomplices in the destruction. 
Christians have to move out into the world to which Jesus came. 


4, Now is the time we must join the struggle of the Korean people for 
reunification and support their plea and prayer for a year of jubilee in 1995. 


Die Now is the time the ecumenical movement needs a greater sense of binding, 
mutual commitment and solidarity in word and action. It is the promise of 
God's covenant for our time and our world to which we respond. Thus we affirm 


— that all exercise of power is accountable to God; 

—- God's option for the poor; 

— the equal value of all races and peoples; 

— that male and female are created in the image of God; 

—- that truth is the foundation of a community of free people; 
— the peace of Jesus Christ; 

— the creation as beloved of God; 

— that the land belongs to God; 

— the dignity and commitment of the younger generation; 

— that human rights are given by God. 


oe Now is the time for the ecumenical movement to articulate its vision of 
all people living on earth and caring for creation as a family where each 
member has the same right to wholeness of life. While this vision is 
spiritual in nature it must be expressed in concrete action. On the basis of 
our spiritual experience here in Seoul we have committed ourselves to work for 
— a just economic order and for liberation from the bondage of the foreign 
debt 
— the true security of all nations and peoples and for a culture of 
non-violence 
— preserving the gift of the earth's atmosphere and for building a culture 
that can live in harmony with creation's integrity. 
— an end to racism. 


YES Now is the time to recognise that there is a long process still before 
us, We will take to our churches and our movements the affirmations and 
commitments we have made in Seoul, inviting others to join us. Together with 
them we struggle for the realisation of our vision. We are accountable to 
one another and to God. We pray that we do not miss the kairos to which we 
have been led by God. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.66 ::: ECUTEXT: JPIC Acts of Covenanting 


[This is excerpted from the document on ‘acts of covenanting' approved by the 
World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation, which met 
in Seoul, 5-12 March.] 


‘As participants we commit ourselves to the following covenant, and to raising 
the issues discussed with our churches and bringing the reports from our 
church to the 1991 WCC Assembly: 


Remembering that God's covenant, which is justice and peace, embraces all of 
creation, 


Professing our faith in God's promise for justice and peace on earth in its 
wholeness, 


Repenting for breaking God's covenant of justice and peace, 


Renouncing all idols of wealth, power, race and gender superiority and 
security which cause people to suffer and the earth to be dominated, plundered 
and destroyed, 


Celebrating God's justice and peace and the mystery of God's creation, and 


Opening our lives to respond in faithfulness to God's covenant with all living 
creatures, indeed, with the earth as a whole, 


We make the following act of covenanting: 


Ls For a just economic order on local, national, regional and international 
levels for all people; for liberation from the bondage of the foreign debt 
that affects the lives of hundreds of millions of people; we commit ourselves 
to work and to engage our churches to work: 


dts Towards economic systems and policies which reflect that dignity of 
people and creation come before profit. 


2% Towards a church free of complicity with unjust economic structures and 
seeking to share ecumenically according to the Guidelines for the Ecumenical 
Sharing of Resources. 


ra Ae Towards liberation from the bondage to foreign debts which affects the 
lives of hundreds of millions of people, and a just structure of the 
international financial system. 


4. Towards support of activities which aim at exposing the causes and 
effects of the international debt crisis and of those communities and 
organizations which seek to create economic alternatives. 


1 Se For the true security of all nations and peoples, for the 
demilitarization of international relations, against militarism and national 
security doctrines and systems, for a culture of non-violence as a force for 
change and liberation, we commit ourselves to work and engage our churches to 
work: [over] 


acts of covenanting/2 


ie For a community of the churches, which become what they are, the Body of 
Christ and the vision of peace. 


Lis For a comprehensive notion of security which takes the legitimate 
interests of all nations and peoples into account. This common security has 
to grow from a realisation of peace with justice and includes the defence of 
God's creation. 


af For a halt of militarization, especially of the Third World countries. 


4. For the demilitarization of international relations and the promotion of 
non-violent forms of defence. 


5. For a culture of life-promotion and of active non-violence, which is not 
a withdrawal from situations of violence and oppression, but is a way to work 
for justice and liberation. 


i For building a culture that can live in harmony with creation's 
integrity, for preserving the gift of the earth's atmosphere to nurture and 
sustain the world's life, for combating the causes of destructive changes to 
the atmosphere which threaten to disrupt the earth's climate and create 
widespread suffering, we commit ourselves to work, and to engage our churches 
to work: 


1a To join in the search for ways to live together in harmony with God's 
creation. 


2% To join in global, local and personal efforts to eat eeuard the world's 
atmospheric integrity and quality. 


sR To resist globally the causes and deal with the consequences of 
atmospheric destruction. 


4. To call on our churches to lead in the indispensable reversal of thinking 
which supports unlimited energy consumption, production and economic growth. 


5. To commit ourselves personally to promote and facilitate the achievement 
of these goals. 


LV 5 For the eradication of racism and discrimination on national and 
international levels for all people; for the breaking down of walls, which 
divide people because of their ethnic origin; for the dismantling of the 
economic, political and social patterns of behaviour that perpetuate and allow 
individuals to consciously and unconsciously perpetuate the sin of racism; we 
commit ourselves to work and to engage our churches to work: 


he For just systems and policies which reflect that every human being is 
beloved of God despite their race, caste or ethnic origin. 


2% Towards the implementation of the above-mentioned principles in the 
policies and practices of churches and church-related bodies. 


Therefore, in this convocation, in the presence of God, we covenant to: 


os Confess and repent for our complicity either consciously or unconsciously 
in racism which permeates both church and society. [over] 


acts of covenanting/3 


2% Acknowledge our complicity to fight against the violence of racism done 
to people in the First World context. 


as Actively join the land rights struggles of indigenous people as they 
struggle against racist institutions and policies which rape the land and 
resources. 


4. Increase our efforts in the struggle against the apartheid system in 
South Africa which also undermines the integrity of the Front Line States in 
Southern Africa. 


Si Use the occasion of the 500th anniversary of the invasion of the Americas 
not for the glorification but for confession, reparation, and repentance for 
the brutal genocide and exploitation of indigenous peoples. 


| 
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6. Support the continuation of a priority emphasis on the issue of racism, 
particularly the maintenance of the WCC Special Fund on Racism and the 
Programme to Combat Racism which provides concrete demonstration of solidarity 
by the churches with the racially oppressed. 


rid Ensure that all racially oppressed groups, both in the North and South, 
are full partners in the ecumenical family in terms of participation and 
representation. 


8. Convene a World Day of Prayer on Racism in which liturgical and 
background information on racism is provided to all member churches. 


9. Faithfully develop in our concrete linkages between racism, classism, 
casteism, ethnicism, sexism, militarism, poverty and the destruction of the 
environment. ' 


The text concludes with the following doxology: 


Having committed ourselves in Covenant Solidarity and 
Mindful that we are stewards of Creation 

We join with all You made 

To celebrate Your glory 

And to sing Your praise. 


Glory to God 
Who in the beginning created all things 
And saw that it was good. 


Glory to Jesus 
First born of the new Creation 
And redeemer of all. 


Glory to the Spirit 
Who in the beginning hovered over the water 
And who fills Creation with Your love. 


[EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.67 ::: ECUTEXT: Human-Rights Issues in Europe 


[In January, a conference on the ‘Human Dimension of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe' brought about 50 people from a score of 
countries in North America and Europe to Gwatt (Switzerland). 


[The gathering was sponsored by the Federation of Swiss Protestant [Reformed, 

Methodist] Churches and the Churches' Human Rights Programme. The latter is a 
joint effort of the Conference of European Churches, [US] National Council of 

Churches, and Canadian Council of Churches. 


[This item, excerpted from the group communiqué, refers to steps to be taken 
to further the ‘human dimension’ within Europe. ] 


... — The right of national, ethnic and religious minorities should be fully 
secured and respected; 


- The right of refugees to obtain asylum should be fully respected; 
- Capital punishment should be abolished where it is still practised; 


—- Conscientious objectors to military service should have the right to 
alternative service; mechanisms should be evolved, by which taxes for 
military purposes could legally be directed to alternative purposes. 


- More emphasis should be given to facilitate international travel, through 
prompt issuing of exit and entry visas; 


- Churches should cooperate with other Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
in their efforts to further the aims expressed in the CSCE documents; 


— Observers from churches and other NGOs should have access to the CSCE 
conferences; 


— The signatory states of the CSCE should be aware of their responsibility to 
further peace, justice, human rights and economic development that is 
ecologically sustainable, not only in their own area, but also in other parts 
of the world. 


Especially with reference to the so-called Third World, sensitivity is 
absolutely necessary so that political and economic change among the signatory 
states not occur to the detriment of the peoples of the Third World. The 
North must not become a fortress against the South. 


— Churches should emphasize again that their countries should not take up 
arms against any other nation. Churches should promote non-violent 
alternatives as a priority in conflict resolution. 


They should press for speedy and substantial agreements in the CSCE context in 
conventional, chemical and nuclear disarmament. Churches should increase 
their efforts towards the overcoming of the institution of war. 


—~ In their concern for the 'human dimension' of the CSCE process churches 
should promote an economic order which will give priority to the poor and the 
powerless and will be submitted to the criteria of social sustainability. ... 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.68 ::: ECUTEXT: Pacific Ecumenical Vision for the Next Century 


[This is from a ‘statement to churches and groups engaged in education' 
prepared by a regional workshop in January. It met in Fiji and was sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches as part of preparations for the WCC Seventh 
Assembly, next February in Canberra (Australia).] 


--. We would like to live and help create a Pacific that is built and founded 
on the values of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God: a Pacific 
where God through the power and works of the Holy Spirit enables Pacific 
people to become good and responsible stewards of creation in its totality. 


2 
‘ 
: 


We would like the Pacific people to be united in their diversity and plurality 
of cultures, religions, languages, races and ethnic groupings: a Pacific 
which values its inheritance from the past (culture, customs, religion and 
traditions), under the transforming goodness of the Christ-event, and out of 
this we can develop a spirituality of the region; a Pacific where respect for 
one another, the understanding of the other person and the human rights of 
individuals and communities are recognised and protected. 


We would like to be free to choose our destiny in discerning God's will for 
the Pacific. 


We would like to have a Pacific that becomes a loving, caring and just society 
where the equality of human beings is taken seriously. 


We would like Pacific people to live harmoniously with persons and creation, 
environment and nature. We would like a Pacific where the powers of : 
destruction - colonialism, nuclear testing, toxic waste dumping, exploitation 

of our peoples' lands and sea - would no longer continue to be a threat to our 
existence: a Pacific society which is sustained by its life commitment to God 
through prayer and sharing of God's peace, love and justice with everyone. 


We would like a Pacific which contributes and takes its place in the 
international arena. We would like a Pacific society to be recognised and 
heard by the rest of the world. 


In order to achieve the society expressed in our vision, we would like the 
Pacific to adopt a wholistic approach to education. The Pacific person is to 
be educated in relation to his/her culture, environment and nature in the 
light of gospel values. 


Education systems should not separate the person from life experiences. 
Education should have a sound theological and biblical basis which helps 
develop a spirituality that will be the guiding principle for living. 
Education where human sciences are taken as tools to provide informed critical 
analysis of systems, cultures, traditions, customs and structures. 


We would like the Pacific people to be active participants in creating 
relevant educational systems to develop a wider sharing of experiences among 
the people - education with emphasis on the values of eae respect, 
concern and understanding of ‘the other' 


We would like to continue to encourage ecumenical learning both with 
denominations and with other faiths. We would like to have an ecumenical 
centre where the formation of people in thinking, reflection, and practical 
living embraces the strengthening of Christian faith in one's culture and 
tradition - the spirituality of the Pacific. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.69 ::: ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Testimony on Human Rights - Peru' 


[This is excerpted from material presented to the 46th Session of the UN 
Commission on Human Rights (Geneva, 29 January-—9 March) by the World Council 
of Churches. ] 


Peru is in a deep economic and social crisis, which is both externally and 
internally generated. The search for alternative economies has led to the 
increased production for export of cocoa leaves, complicating an already 
complex situation. 


While we recognize the extensive abuses of human rights committed by the 
Shining Path -— which was responsible for some fifty percent of the 
approximately 2900 deaths from political violence in 1989 — we must give close 
attention to two aspects of the rule of law in Peru: 


First, to the role of the Peruvian security forces, which has committed 
serious violations of human rights, not randomly, but rather as part of a 
deliberate counter-insurgency strategy; second, to the incapacity or 
unwillingness of the government to punish and prevent human rights abuses. 


For the third consecutive year, Peru ranks highest in the world for new cases 
of enforced disappearances, according to the UN Working Group reports of 1987 
and 1988 and those of human rights organizations in 1989. The torture of 
detainees -— both common prisoners as well as those held for security-related 
offences — remains widespread. 


The UN Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances reported that 
enforced disappearances in seven departments was carried out openly by 
‘members of the security, military, and police forces [who] concealed their 
identity, used false names, covered their faces, wore field uniforms and drove 
army vehicles’. The National Human Rights Coordinating Committee reported 
more than 300 cases of enforced disappearance in 1989. 


Like the [UN] Special Rapporteur on Torture, we are deeply concerned that in 
Peru people are routinely tortured, as in the case of Alberto Lopez Bautista. 
Mr Lopez Bautista was violently abducted from his home on 5 October 1989 by 10 
to 15 soldiers, whose faces were concealed by ski masks. After being held 
for two nights at the 'Los Cabitos' military barracks, during which time he 
was brutally tortured, Mr Lopez Bautista managed to escape on the evening of 7 
October. 


Church representatives were informed by the public prosecutor in Ayacucho 
that, as is the usual custom, he had not been notified of the detention. 
Furthermore, upon learning of the case and interviewing Mr Lopez Bautista, the 
public prosecutor became extremely concerned for his safety and ordered police 
protection for him. The police and the local judiciary refused to comply. 

It was only much later and largely due to international attention given the 
Case that the military authorities conceded to provide the protection 
requested. 


This witness and countless others confirm the fact that people are routinely 
abducted from their homes by military patrols during curfew hours and taken to 
military installations where they are subjected to the cruellest forms of 
torture. In many cases, these interrogation sessions result in the death of 
the detainee. The case of Mr Lopez Bautista indicated that the administration 
of justice in Peru is in crisis. It is ineffective both in regard to 
terrorism and in regard to abuses emanating from the state itself. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.70 ::: ECUVIEW: Lebanon After Taef (Ghassan Rubeiz) ~ 


[Rubeiz is secretary for the Middle East in the inter-—church aid commission 
(CICARWS) of the World council of Churches. He adapted this from a 
presentation he made at a conference last month at the Evangelical Academy in 
Tutzing (West Germany). ] 


The Lebanese are divided. One way of examining the splits in the country is 
by looking at the demographic distribution of each community in Lebanon. The 
war has caused each community to consolidate itself in a given territory. 


The Christians, who are about 40 percent of the total population, are mainly 
in the coastal mountains. The Shiites, the largest of the three Muslim 
communities, are in the East and South. The majority of the Sunnites are in 
the three coastal cities, Beirut, Tripoli and Sidon. The Shiite and Druze 
communities have both expanded their territories. The Druzes are consolidated 
in a mountain area near the coast, south of Beirut. 


In Beirut, the residential mixing of the communities, which characterised the 
capital before the war, is no longer the case. This city, where the 
population was once about one third of the country, had been a central 
unifying community. It is now demographically polarized along sectarian lines. 


As a result of the current conflict, Lebanon has turned from a nation with a 
single society into a collection of neighbouring minorities. These 
communities are barely held together by a short history of statehood and by a 
decaying residue of a national government. 


For all the communities, the future looks uncertain. The Christian and Druze 
communities are the most insecure because they are demographically vulnerable. 


The Lebanese communities have become strangers in their own country. They 
are occupied by foreign powers and by militias. Each community is split into 
two or three political groups. Each feels politically deprived and 
mistreated. Each is possessive about its territory and each holds on to its 
land as the most sacred element of its identity. All communities feel like 
losers and victims. 


It is unrealistic to assume that there is one singie vision among the 
Christians. What they share now is a common feeling of caution against change 
of the status quo. But, the current suicidal fighting involving the army of 
Michel Aoun and the Lebanese [Christian] Forces has broken the myth that a 
geographically consolidated Christian territory would provide security for the 
Christians. 


The emigration of Christians from Lebanon is alarming. How can the Christian 
leaders justify their wars, which seem to lead nowhere, except to cause 
Christians to move overseas. Are the leaders liberating the country from 
occupation, or liberating the land from people? 


The situation is likely to remain unstable for a few years. A new formula is 
needed, one which would be more relevant to the external and domestic problems 
of Lebanon. 


A future peace formula should address the needs of power sharing for all major 
religious communities. The current leaders are fixated on old patterns of 
thinking. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a number code. For example, item 90.04.83 is the 83rd 
item appearing in April 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. 
You can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates ‘are 26.50 UK, 43.50 USA, 52.50 CDN, 55 AUS, 69.50 NZ, 69.50 CH, 85 BRD, 
95 NL, 275 FF, 275 SK, or 275 Indian. 


The annual report of the Irish Council of Churches is available from ICC at 
48 Elmwood Ave, Belfast BT9 6AZ. 


A report on its 1989-90 activities and plans is available from the WCC 
Commission on Faith and Order, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 


Clearing the Way: En Route to an Ecumenical Spirituality (#43 in the Risk 
book series), by Gwen Cashmore and Joan Puls: 8.90 Swiss, 5.75 US, or 3.75 UK. 


The San Antonio Report (from the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
in May 1989), edited by Frederick Wilson: 22.50 Swiss, 14.95 US, or 8.95 UK. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) has 
published the minutes of its 22nd General Council, last August in Seoul. 


The address for all the following is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Available from WCC/C&S is And God Saw That It Was Good: A Brazilian Liturgy 
of Creation. Those who can are asked to send 5 Swiss francs or 3 US dollars 
to help cover costs. 


Available from WCC/Dialogue The Challenge of Dialogue: Papers from. the 
Meeting of the [WCC] Dialogue Working Group in Casablanca (Morocco) last June. 


Available from WCC/PCR are new issues of PCR Information, on Racial Justice: 
an Issue of Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (#26), and Land Is 
Our Life (#25, on land rights of indigenous peoples). 


Available from WCC/CMC is the new issue (#113, February 1990) of Contact, 
featuring a 'whole-person health ministry' in Jamaica. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS are new appeals for 50 000 US dollars each for 
relief efforts following torrential rains in Tunisia (19 February), and help 
to refugees and displaced persons in Liberia, and for 100 000 US dollars for 
relief efforts after two Pacific cyclones. Also available is a situation 
report (#6, 16 March) on the aftermath of floods in Bangladesh. 


Available from WCC/Communications/VA is a list of audiovisual resources 
related to issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. 


In the first line of the contents page of EPS for the period 11-15 March 1990, 
please read 90.03.23 (instead of 90.93.23). 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.71 ::: JOINT WCC-RC GROUP: ‘STEADY GROWTH AND MATURING' 


The sixth report in a quarter century from the Joint Working Group of the 
Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches says there has been 
"steady growth and maturing in relations' between the council, whose members 
come from almost all Christian traditions, and Roman Catholicism, the 
principal tradition outside WCC membership. 


The report was presented to the WCC Central Committee, meeting in Geneva this 
month (24-30 March). With committee comments, it goes to the WCC. Seventh 
Assembly, next February in Canberra (Australia). 


Besides an overview of the ecumenical situation, and a detailing of JWG 
activities since its previous report, in 1983, the report offers suggestions 
for ‘a more effective role' for JWG in the 1990s, including improvements in 
its composition, working methods, financial resources, staffing, and 
communications. 


Currently, JWG has 24 members, 12 from each side, some of whom are staff 
Members at the Vatican or at WCC headquarters in Geneva. It meets once a 
year, for a few days. A small JWG Executive group is responsible for ongoing 
work between annual meetings, and for preparing the JWG agenda. 


The report also suggests a more limited JWG agenda, and better use of JWG 
meeting time, including ‘greater attention to assessing both the ecumenical 
situation and important developments in various regions of the world, 
particularly at local level'. 


The report suggests various issues for JWG attention in the 1990s, including 
aspects of ecumenical work which relate to the nature and purpose of the 
church, and ‘ecumenical education and formation'. In addition, further work 
is urged on a subject of JWG work in recent years, ethical issues as 'new 
sources of division.' 


Noting ‘difficulties in tackling some social issues, such as apartheid [and] 
JPIC' (justice, peace, and the integrity of creation', the report says these 
and related issues need further work. 


It also suggests that more JWG attention needs to be given to the significance 
of ecumenical cooperation involving Roman Catholics at local, national, and 
regional levels. (Roman Catholic jurisdictions are full members of several 
national councils of churches, and of the regional ecumenical bodies for the 
Middle East, Caribbean, and Pacific.) 


"New issues', such as the great changes in Central and Eastern Europe and 
unidentified ‘other regions', and ‘the global ecological crisis', are 
mentioned as subjects to be considered for the future JWG agenda, as 'the 
response of churches ... could be strengthened through ecumenical cooperation’. 


Reflecting on factors that influence ecumenical relationships, the report 
lists ‘acts of proselytism, excessive concern for confessional identity, lack 
of awareness about common problems and ecumenical tasks', and 'divergencies on 
basic doctrinal questions, [and] ethical, social, and political issues'. 


In appendices, the report includes reports on its study of ‘the local and 
universal church', and its ‘ecumenical attempt to understand and interpret the 
intention of the Second Vatican Council in speaking of a hierarchy of truths’. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.72 ::: NORWAY: WAR VETERANS PROTEST GERMAN RECONCILIATION LITURGY 
Some Norwegian war veterans have reacted strongly against a planned liturgy of 
German-Norwegian reconciliation to be led at a church in Bergen on Good Friday 
(13 April) by the Lutheran bishops of Bi¢grgvin and Hannover. The liturgy, 
just after the 50th anniversary (9 April) of the Nazi invasion of Norway, is 
to be broadcast by both Norwegian and West German tv. Magnus Strandborg, a 
spokesman for the protesting veterans calls it ‘unacceptable that a Norwegian 
bishop take any step towards reconciliation with the Germans'. The bishop, 
Per Lénning, says his commitment to the gospel makes it unthinkable not to 
proceed. Strandborg says the statement by Lgnning that participants come 
before God with ‘common guilt' is 'foggy'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.73 ::: BRETHREN BOARD ENDORSES SALVADOR COFFEE BOYCOTT 

The 25-member General Board of the Church of the Brethren has endorsed a 
boycott of coffee from El Salvador, to protest human-rights abuses there. The 
action is reportedly the first by a governing body of an entire denomination. 
Also, the board endorsed about two dozen new projects connected with Brethren 
'gsoals for the 90s', which emphasize youth and young adult ministry, family 
life, Brethren mission and identity, links between congregations and global 
programmes, ethnic ministry, and denominational growth. The board also 
approved a theological paper. ‘Creation: Called to Care'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.74 ::: CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE: 'REGENERATION, TRANSFORMATION' 
Secretary General Lubomir Mifejovsky of the Prague-based Christian Peace 
Conference says that in the wake of ‘all the far-reaching changes in the 
international situation ... a regeneration or transforatmion of CPC methods of 
work and structures is necessary'. Mirejovsky made his comments at a meeting 
in Kiev of CPC international secretaries representing CPC membership in 17 
countries. A CPC report says ‘an intensive and worthwhile discussion' 
followed the report from the secretary general. Priority is to be given to 
‘continental and regional activities which also take place at the grassroots 
level’, CPC says. Among announced changes is the formation of a CPC 
continental association for Europe, like those which already exist for Africa, 
Asia/Pacific, Latin America/Caribbean, and North America. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.75 ::: EO-RC SUB-COMMISSION: ‘UNIATISM' NO MODEL FOR UNITY 

A sub-commission of the official, international, Eastern Orthodox-Roman 
Catholic dialogue group has decided unanimously that 'uniatism' is no longer 
considered a model for church unity. 'Uniatism' refers to a process whereby 
in past centuries some parts of Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy have entered 
into communion with the pope while retaining most of their worship and 
cultural forms, thus forming several eastern-rite Roman Catholic bodies. The 
sub-commission also rejected all forms of proselytism (underhanded methods to 
get people to change their faith), as incompatible with principles of 
religious freedom. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.76 ::: TAIWAN: PRESBYTERIAN LEADERSHIP EXPRESSES INDIGNATION 
Moderator W.F. Sun and General Secretary C.S. Yang of the Presbyterian Church 
in Taiwan, have expressed ‘indignation’ at an attack by police on a group of 
opposition-party members in connection with a visit they were making to 
government representatives to protest their exclusion from a National Assembly 
meeting. The PCT statement calls the police action an ‘outrage'. It urges 
the government to 'make necessary reforms in the election process so that the 
president will be elected by the people, instead of by the elderly mainland 
legislators elected over 40 years ago in China'. The government of Taiwan, an 
island off the coast of China, considers itself the government of all of 
China, even though it left the mainland as the communists were coming to power 
in the late 1940s. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.77 ::: ECUMENICAL APPEAL OF US$1 MILLION FOR ROMANIA 

CICARWS, the interchurch aid commission of the World Council of Churches, has 
announced an appeal for 1 million US dollars 'to respond quickly to present 
emergency needs, and future medium-term requirements' in Romania following the 
overthrow of Nicolae Ceausescu late last year. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.78 ::: KENYA: PRESBYTERIANS PLAN PASTORAL UNIVERSITY 

The Presbyterian Church of East Africa is planning to build a 'pastoral 
university’ at Thogoto. The first phase of building is to be finished in 
1991. The PCEA says the current four universities in Kenya are not sufficient 
to meet the needs of the student population. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.79 ::: KENYA: CLERICS QUESTION GOVERNMENT ON DEATH 

Two clerics who have been critical of the Kenyan government in the past have 
raised questions in the wake of the mysterious death last month of the former 
government foreign affairs minister, Robert John Ouko. Anglican Bishop David 
Gitari and Reformed (PCEA) Pastor Timothy Njoya both suggested that the 
government is not telling all it knows in the case. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.80 ::: NORWAY: EAST EUROPEAN CHURCH RELATIONS DEBATED 

In response to criticism that it should have pursued different policies during 
the 1970s and 1980s with respect to the church in eastern Europe, the Council 
on Foreign Relations of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) issued a 
statement agreeing that ‘on some occasions we have been too careful in 
speaking up publicly'. The reason for the public restraint in mentioning 
human-rights violations, it said, was 'fear we might hurt those we were trying 
to help'. It also observed that some of its ‘silent diplomacy' during the 
period had 'positive results’. One member of the council, Fredrik 
Grénningseter, bishop of the NK diocese of Sdr-Halogaland, voted against the 
text. He called for a more self-critical attitude. He also suggested that 
while council staff and other leaders had the best intentions, they were 
perhaps too influenced by Marxism. Council General Secretary Trond Bakkevig 
said the bishop was calling into question his (Bakkevig's) integrity. The 
council moderator, Per Voksq, called the analysis by Grénningsaeter a 'crude 
insinuation' based on 'lies'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.81 ::: CAMBODIA RECOGNIZES NINE PROTESTANT CONGREGATIONS 

An international church meeting on Cambodia, in Singapore earlier this year, 
was told that the Cambodian government has officially recognised nine 
Protestant congregations in the capital Phnom Penh. The Singapore meeting 
discussed forming a ‘united mission' in the country, to be called Cambodian 
Christian Services. About 90 percent of the 8 million people in Cambodia are 
counted as Buddhists. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.82 ::: EAST GERMAN BISHOP DEFENDS CALL FOR UNION 

Lutheran Bishop Werner Leich, who chairs the Federation of Evangelical 
[Lutheran and United] Churches in the DDR (East Germany) defended a statement 
he made with his West German counterpart, United Bishop Martin Kruse. It 
called for the federation to unite with its West German counterpart, the 
Evangelical Church in Germany. The two bodies separated in the late 1960s. 
Leich was addressing the sixth federation synod, last month in Berlin. Ina 
pastoral letter, the synod warned against thinking that a quick union of the 
two Germanys will ‘eliminate all difficulties'. It also urged that those 
associated with the former DDR state structures who break with their past 
should be able to expect that 'we are ready for a new start with them'. In a 
greeting to the synod, Roman Catholic Bishop Georg Sterzinsky called for more 
intense ecumenical links. He said his community had not done enough to 
prepare for the 'new beginning' in East Germany. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.83 ::: DDR: 20 000 RUSSIAN BIBLES FOUND AT SECURITY HQ 

The DDR (East German) newspaper Neue Zeit reports that 20 000 Russian-language 
Bibles were found in a cellar in the former headquarters of the now disbanded 
state security service. The paper said they would be sent to the Soviet Union 
for church distribution. The paper said the Bibles were confiscated on orders 
of Soviet authorites in the DDR between 1953 and 1989, from individuals and 
from the post in transit in the DDR. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.84 ::: RESIGNED ROMANIAN REFORMED BISHOP SPEAKS OUT 

In an interview in a French church newspaper, Romanian Reformed Bishop Laszlo 
Papp, who left the country right after the fall of Nicolae Ceausescu, and who 
now lives in France with his son, has defended himself against charges that he 
was too supportive of Ceausescu. Citing the 13th chapter of the biblical book 
of Romans, Papp said obedience to state authorities is a duty of Christians. 
He also described one of his major critics, Romanian Reformed Pastor Laszlo 
Tékés [EPS 90.03.61], as a 'megalomaniac', and an ‘awkward customer’. It was 
the refusal of Tokés to accept transfer by Papp to a remote part of the 
country which helped spark the uprisings which overthrew Ceausescu. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.85 ::: SOVIET BAPTISTS VOTE CHANGES 

At a convention last month, about 700 delegates of the All [Soviet] Union 
Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists voted to change the name of the 
denomination to Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists, abolish the post of 
general secretary, strengthen the office of president, and create three vice 
presidential posts to oversee activities once discouraged or outlawed by the 
Soviet government. Gregory Komendant of Kiev was elected president to succeed 
Vaile Logvinenko, who said ‘this was the first time in many years that no 
pressure was exerted on us by authorities concerning whom to elect’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.86 ::: MIDDLE EAST ECUMENICAL LEADER VISITS LEBANON 

General Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle East Council of Churches spent 
10 days in Lebanon recently in connection with MECC-related relief and 
reconstruction efforts there. He observed that one result of an apparent 
political and military deadlock has been to intensify the efforts of church 
leaders, notably Maronite Patriarch Nasrallal Sfeir, to bring more pressure to 
bear on those fighting to stop it. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.87 ::: JAPAN: COURT RULES ON CHURCH-STATE SEPARATION 

A court in Nagasaki ruled last month (20 February) that funding for one of 14 
sets of monuments and memorial towers by the mayor of Nagasaki violates the 
Japanese constitution. The suit was brought by Lutheran Pastor Oka Masaharu. 
The set in question is related to Yasukuni, a major Shinto shrine. Shinto was 
the Japanese state religion till the end of World War II. The post-war 


constitution requires religion-state separation. The judge ruled that the 


other 13 sets of monuments and towers are connected with ‘social ceremonies', 
and therefore do not violate the constitution. The funding in question came 
to about 40 000 Japanese yen. Oka filed his suit in 1982. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.88 ::: UNITY PRAYER MATERIAL FOR 1991 RELEASED 

Material for the 1991 celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 
now available. Responsibility for the material rests with the World Council 
of Churches (Commission on Faith and Order) and the Vatican (Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity). Theme of the eight days is 'Praise the Lord, All 
You Nations'. Psalm 117 and Romans 15:5-13 are the main biblical references. 
In most parts of the world, the week is celebrated 18-25 January, though in 
some places, particularly in the southern hemisphere, the dates fall between 
Ascension and Pentecost (in May), or at other times. The material also 
includes a summary of the German church situation. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.89 ::: PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


Albert Klein, 79, bishop since 1969 of the Evangelical [Lutheran] Church of 
the Augsburg Confession in Romania died in Sibiu 8 February. After the fall 
of Nicolae Ceausescu, Klein said in a pastoral message that 'far too often we 
did not acknowledge injustice for what it was'. 


Zdzislaw Tranda, bishop of the Evangelical Reformed Church in Poland, is the 
new president of the Polish Ecumenical Council. (Besides the Reformed, PEC 
includes Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, and Old Catholic 
membership.) Iordan Gospodinov and Georgi Chomenov are the new president 
and general secretary respectively of the Baptist Union of Bulgaria. 


Yegishe II Derderian, 80, Armenian (Oriental Orthodox) patriarch of 
Jerusalem since 1960, died 1 February following a heart attack. 


George Henderson, bishop of Argyll and the Isles in the Scottish Episcopal 
[Anglican] Church is the new SEC primus (presiding bishop). He succeeds the 
retiring L.E. Luscombe, bishop of Brechin. 


Four South African church leaders - Desmond Tutu, Anglican archbishop of 
southern Africa and president of the All Africa Conference of Churches; 
Allan Boesak, moderator of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK) and 
president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches; Frank Chikane, 
general secretary of the South African Council of Churches; and Beyers 
Naude, retired SACC general secretary - are sharing the latest Third World 
Prize, awarded in Kingston, Jamaica. The prize recognizes the contribution 
the four have made to the struggle against apartheid in South Africa. 


Ecumenist James McCord, 70, president of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches from 1977-82, died in Princeton (New Jersey/USA) 19 February. A 
former president of Princeton Theological Seminary, he was a teaching elder of 
the Presbyterian Church USA. 


Mithra Augustine is the new director of the Ecumenical Christian Centre in 
Whitefield, Bangalore, India. He is the retired principal of Madras Christian 
College, Tambaram, India. Recently, the centre began the Indian School of 
Ecumenical Theology. Its principal is Samuel Rayan. 


Appointments have been announced of the general secretaries for new ecumenical 
bodies beginning this year in Britain and Ireland: John Reardon, deputy 
general secretary of the United Reformed Church, for the Council of Churches 
for Britain and Ireland, successor to the British Council of Churches. 
Martin Reardon, from 1976-89 secretary of the Board for Mission and Unity of 
the [Anglican] Church of England, for Churches Together in England (which has 
no predecessor body). Noel Davies, general secretary of the Council of 
Churches for Wales, for Cytun, the body succeeding it. Maxwell Craig, 
convener of the Church and Nation Committee of the [Reformed] Church of 
Scotland from 1984 to 1988, for Action of Churches Together in Scotland, 
successor of the Scottish Churches' Council. The new arrangements include as 
full members Roman Catholics and others who were not members of the 
predecessor organizations. 


From next year, David Coffey and Keith Jones are to be the new general 
secretary and deputy general secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain. 
Coffey, BUGB secretary for evangelism since 1982, succeeds the retiring 
Bernard Green, BUGB general secretary since the same year. [over] 
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In the [United] Church of South India, George Koshy is the new general 
secretary. He succeeds M. Azariah, now CSI bishop in Madras. Pritam 
Santram is the new bishop of Delhi in the [United] Church of North India. 
Before that, since 1980, he was CNI general secretary. 


Charles Birch, retired biology professor at the University of Sydney, is a 
co-winner, with Baba Amte, an Indian lawyer, of the 1990 Templeton Prize for 
Progress in Religion, worth 330 000 UK pounds. Birch has been involved in a 
number of ecumenical activities, including the Working Group on Church and 
Society of the World Council of Churches. He was nominated by Paul Abrecht; a 
retired WCC director for church and society. 


Alan Booth, director of the London office of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs from 1956 till 1970, and then director of Christian 
Aid, the aid-and-development section of the British Council of Churches, died 
27 February. A Methodist minister, he was 78. Earlier in his career, he was 
general secretary of the British Student Christian Movement. 


Norwegian author and church journalist Odd Kvaal Pedersen, 55, died in 
Stavanger (Norway) 16 March. He never recovered from an illness which struck 
him while he was covering the Lutheran World Federation assembly last month in 
Brazil. 


Heinrich Vogel, a German theologian among the founders of the Christian 
Peace Conference, has died. He was 87. 


Amadeo Molnar, dean of the Comenius Theological Faculty in Prague, has 
died. He was 67. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.90 ::: ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Testimony on Human Rights - South Korea 


[This is excerpted from material presented to the 46th Session of the UN 
Commission on Human Rights (Geneva, 29 January-9 March) by the World Council 
of Churches. ] 


We welcome recent initiatives by the government of the Republic of [South] 
Korea to repeal a number of laws used in violation of human rights such as the 
Public Security Law. 


A human rights fact-finding mission conducted in November 1989 determined that 
a number of substantial improvements with respect to human rights protection 
had been achieved during the past two years, including a greater degree of 
judicial autonomy, a freer press and better prison conditions for political 
prisoners. 


Further we commend the South Korean government for its declared intention to 
ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 
Convention Against Torture. 


However, concern needs to be expressed regarding the new Preventive 
Surveillance Law enacted in 1989 and the continued existence of the National 
Security Law which allows for continued detention of those who express 
non-violent opposition to government policy. 


The number of detainees increased in 1989 over 1988. During the first three 
quarters of 1989 there were 1315 politically motivated arrests. Many of those 
arrested were either students or trade unionists. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.91 ::: ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Testimony on Human Rights - Malaysia 


[This is excerpted from material presented to the 46th Session of the UN 
Commission on Human Rights (Geneva, 29 January-9 March) by the World Council 
of Churches. ] 


In June 1989 the Malaysian Parliament adopted amendments to the 1960 Internal 
Security Act. The amendments increased the absolute discretionary powers of 
the executive authorities. 


Under the amended Internal Security Act, detention orders are no longer 
subject to any form of judicial review, including challenges under the 
constitutionally guaranteed right to apply for a writ of habeas corpus. 


At the 45th session of this commission we registered our concern regarding the 
detention of 119 opposition and community leaders. We were pleased to 
observe that, in April 1989, the remaining members of the group of 119 
detainees were released and restrictions on detainees released earlier were 
lifted. 


However, it is estimated that some 68 persons remain in detention in Malaysia 
under the Internal Security Act. Many of them are long-term prisoners held 
since the Communist Party of Malaya insurgency of the 1960s and 1970s in spite 
of the fact that the CPM formally accepted peace terms in December 1989 which 
brought an end to all remaining vestiges of conflict. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.92 ::: ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Testimony on Human Rights - Singapore 


[This is excerpted from material presented to the 46th Session of the UN 
Commission on Human Rights (Geneva, 29 January-9 March) by the World Council 
of Churches. ] 


At the 45th session we registered concern regarding the use of administrative 
detention by the Government of Singapore to silence non-violent social critics 
many of whom are church workers. 


We continue to register concern regarding the use of the Internal Security Act 
in 1989 to detain certain persons and suspend the constitutional rights of 
others. 


We have expressed concern in the past that the ISA fails to comply with the 
Body of Standards for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of 
Detention or Imprisonment and violates article 9 of the Universal Declaration 
on Human Rights. 


Moreover, in 1989, the Singapore government removed the right of appeal to 
judicial authorities. In January 1989 the government amended the Internal 
Security Act of 1960/1963 such that ‘except for procedural matters, no court 
can question the government on any decision taken under the Act’. 


In order to remove the final legal constraint on its executive authority, in 
April 1989 the government of Singapore also amended the Constitution to 
abolish all future appeals to the Privy Council. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
90.03.93 ::: ECUVIEW: Third World Theological Contributions (John Pobee) 


[Pobee, an Anglican from Ghana, is associate director of the Programme on 
Theological Education of the World Council of Churches. In this, the 
conclusion of an article in the October 1989 issue of the WCC magazine One 
World, he offers a summary of ‘what seems to me the significance of what the 
Third World is bringing to the ecumenical movement and ecumenical theology'.] 


..- 1) The Rediscovery of Contextuality in Theology: This signals the demise 
of absolutes on the one hand and an invocation of relativities on the other. 
Ecumenism and ecumenical theology which ignore contexts, relativities, 
specifics are suspect. By the same token, the inductive method, which 
characterizes theology minted in the North, produces only probabilities, not 
necessities, and universals. The significance of this emphasis. on 
contextuality is that it is the key to relevance of theology and to 
proclamation and experience of the gospel as good news. 


Two points of rediscovery illustrate this. First, since Third World countries 
rarely represent a monochrome culture or religion, pluralism becomes. an 
important factor in theologizing. In Nigeria or Ghana, which are nations made 
up of a congeries of loosely knit tribes (and thus cultures and religions), a 
theology minted in a context of Christendom is not really helpful. But by the 
same token theology in the plural context has to be dialogical in method and 
have dialogue as its goal. Sharpening the concept of dialogue is a task yet 
to be completed. . 


The other rediscovery is of God's preferential option for the poor. This is an 
invitation to accept that we can possess the salvation that properly belongs 
to the poor only when we become like the poor, ordinary folk who belong to the 
underside of history. ... 


2) A Missiological Perspective: ... Theology is a tool of mission because by 
it the Word can become flesh so that God may encounter humanity for the latter 
to live in fellowship and communion with God, without whom ‘our hearts are 
restless’. 


3) A New Idea of Church: Though churches of the Third World were evangelized 
from the North and have necessarily been copies of the church of the North, 
their contexts are forcing them to revise the idea of the church. The church 
can no longer be the huge, impregnable temple of Solomon. Rather, it must be 
like the tent of Abraham: a pilgrim church, which does not live on power and 
accepts vulnerability as condition of ‘authentic Christian spirituality. To 
say this, of course, is to raise the whole question of the ministry. 


4) Spirituality: -.. Spirituality ... has long been seen as something one 
dimensional, a kind of working for the perfection of the individual soul. 
Precisely because Third World countries live in poverty and with cultures that 
are holistic, they have rediscovered that spirituality is not only vertical 
but also horizontal. God is also served and worshipped when people bring the 
kingdom of God, on earth as in heaven, by living kingdom values in everyday 
life and in the community of human beings. 


5) Theology for Humanity: Finally, Third World theologies remind the 
ecumenical movement that theology was made for humanity, not humanity for 
theology. The human face must never be lost sight of as we encounter God in 
life. In that encounter God becomes human. The human face of God is a key 
to a vibrant, coherent and vital theology. That is the significance of the 
seeming cacophony of theologies in the ecumenical movement. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.94 ::: ECUVIEW: Church and State in Ireland (Catherine McGuiness) 


[This is excerpted from an article which appeared in the 26 October issue of 
the Irish fortnightly Alpha. McGuiness is an Anglican. Most people in the 
Republic of Ireland are Roman Catholics. ] 


.-. The relationship between church and state in this country is one where 
church and state are seen, at least by minority groups, as being on the same 
side, constituting a powerful and almost unbeatable nexus against the freedom 
of the individual conscience. 


In virtually all societies there is a clash, or at least a tension, between 
State authority and the dissenting individual conscience, but in some cases 
the church is seen to be on the side of the individual, on the side of 
freedom. It can seem to the outsider that the Roman Catholic church takes a 
rather different stance in countries where it is in a minority. 


Speaking in a very general way, the Protestant churches, with their emphasis 
on the individual's freedom of conscience and judgement, have felt more at 
home with minimal governments that merely provide a framework of organization 
for society and prevent citizens' actions harming other individuals, without 
controlling the private actions of citizens. The Roman Catholic church, 
however, has until recent years rejected religious or intellectual pluralism. 


... When nationalism won the day [in the Republic of Ireland] in 1922, it 
brought with it the religious views of the majority and, despite the overt 
separation of church and state in both the 1922 and 1937 constitutions, those 
religious views had a strong influence on behaviour of government as regards 
divorce, contraception and censorship. 


In this situation, Protestant and other minorities were both religiously and 
politically outside the mainstream, pushed to the fringes of Irish society. 
In the 1960s and 1970s there was a major thaw in this. situation, heralded by 
the reforms of Vatican II in the church itself. These changes were 
accelerated by the general opening of the country to the influence of the 
outer world brought about by the mass media. 


During this period minority groups saw a real possibility of a pluralist 
Ireland where one could feel at home without having to accept a single 
State/church nexus. This was the thinking that inspired the 1984 New Ireland 
Forum report. ... 


The five years since 1984 have seen a change which seems to reject those ideas 
almost completely. The 'pro-life' referendum saw a relatively small, militant, 
right-wing Roman Catholic group foist its ideas on politicians who were afraid 
to fight back; the divorce referendum [which preserved the Irish ban on 
divorce] carried the process further. ... 


The state exists for the good of all its citizens, not merely for the good of 
the majority. It is an unhappy and dangerous situation where considerable 
bodies of people - religious minorities, liberal Catholics, large numbers of 
young people -— feel they have little or no connection with an establishment 
church/state nexus, and feel they have no voice in the policies of their own 
country. It is worse still when they feel pushed to the fringes by what is at 
best a quasi-religious influence. Protesting at this situation tends to seem 
shrill or, worse still, useless, but it seems to me essential to point out 
that it bodes no good for the health of either church or state. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.95 :::  ECUVIEW: The Church in Irish Society (Terence McCaughey) 


[This is excerpted from an article which appeared in the 26 October issue of 
the Irish fortnightly Alpha. McCaughey is a Presbyterian, the main form of 
Christianity among people who live in Northern Ireland, that part of the 
island which is a province of the United Kingdom.] 


... Each of the major churches in Ireland (with the exception of the 
Methodists) originally and for a long time saw itself as a complete and final 
settlement of the religious question. ... 


[It] is instructive ... to note the somewhat different techniques employed by 
the majority churches in the two new political units which came into existence 
in this country in 1920. 


In the field of education, for instance, ... the Roman Catholic church had 
provided many of the buildings and much of the personnel. It did not press 
for legislation, but was content to operate the system, in many ways as the 
British ... had left it. Still we await comprehensive educational legislation 
on this side of the border. 


Quite different was the modus operandi of the Protestant majority in the 
North. They expended a lot of energy making sure ... what they deemed to be 
Protestant interests were written into the legislation very precisely. And, 
when the Protestants handed over their schools to a state which they had 
satisfied themselves was now their state, they secured ... [special] rights on 
the education boards. 


These rights were fought for again and secured in the recent reform of local 
government and of education and library boards on the argument that, whereas 
in 1930 Protestants had transferred bricks and mortar, now (and in a sense 
then) they were transferring their children! 


The Roman Catholic church south of the border had a demographic majority of 
huge proportions, and has always been able to put that to good use. But north 
of it, it is interesting and a little sad to recall, as I do, that for all the 
sufferings of the Catholic people, the bishops had 10 words to say about the 
church's rights in schools and education for every one they ever uttered about 
discrimination in employment or other grievances. ... 


For all the divergence in the mode of operating, the majority churches north 
and south have regrettably mirrored one another in effect. A good example of 
this would be the situation which arose when the first community school which 
did not come into being as a result of amalgamating already—existing schools 
was on the drawing board [in the Republic of Treland]. 


The case was made by Roman Catholic spokesmen that there should be, what was 
in effect, national involvement on the part of a religious order and that they 
and nominees of the local bishop should have mandatory seats on the governing 
board of the school. Of course, there were protests at this sleight of hand. 
But Protestant protest had little credibility in the light of their own 
special pleading of only a year or two before, on the question of ... [special 
rights] north of the border. 


Quite rightly, the Irish churches fear to be driven into a state of affairs in 
which religion is concerned only with private life, as has happened in so many 
other parts of Europe and North America. But, as things stand, they have to 
re-think the pattern of their political and social involvement. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.96 ::: ECUVIEW: Pentecostals in Nicaragua 


[This is excerpted from material supplied by Cepad, the Evangelical Committee 
for Aid to Development in Nicaragua, before the February elections in which 
the Sandinista government was defeated (EPS 90.03.24).] 


Some observers suggest that the real threat of evangelical religion to the 
revolutionary project of the Sandinistas is not the handful of troublemakers 
determined to actively carry out the mandate - and receive the support - of 
the [US] embassy and the US Christian Right, but rather the legion of 
semi-literate preachers spreading their ‘apolitical’ gospel across the land. 


In the dispensationalism of groups like the Central American Mission and the 
Assemblies of God, human beings can do nothing to resolve earthly problems, 
because the course of events is already determined. The only relevant task 
is to convert individuals before the imminent return of Christ. 


Such a theology of indifference does not motivate people to immerse themselves 
in the revolution, and, in fact, often encourages them to distrust the 
revolution as a Satanic project. While this theology is not necessarily 
counter-revolutionary, it certainly is anti-revolutionary. 


Tomas Bamat, a sociologist who has studied evangelical groups in Ecuador, 
terms much of Pentecostal doctrine to be 'profoundly demobilizing, conformist, 
and alienating'. He claims these churches 'legitimate the status quo and 
constitute a brake on social change’. 


The Pentecostal experience certainly has something attractive to offer the 
poor. To people who are without value in the eyes of the world, as often in 
their own eyes, the vibrant, noisy, participative worship of the Pentecostal 
churches offers both excitement and personal validation. People feel the 
Spirit. They become somebody. 


Nicaraguan evangelicals in general have experienced a 22.3 percent annual 
growth rate since 1979, and the expansion of the Pentecostal community 
constitutes the majority of this. The social dislocation resulting from the 
insurrection and nine years of US-sponsored low intensity warfare has 
certainly helped the Pentecostals thrive. 


With the violence of war and acute poverty shaking the foundations of every 
Nicaraguan home, 'many people feel impotent to change their situation', states 
Consuelo Ruiz, a professor of pastoral counselling at the Baptist Theological 
Seminary here. 'To have God on your side as an ally is both attractive and 
powerful.' 


Hundreds of simple temples have cropped up on every block and in every 
village, offering comfort to the afflicted. According to sociologist Abelino 
Martinez, between 1980 and 1986 the number of Pentecostal congregations in 
Nicaragua rose from 682 to 2012. 


Other evangelical churches also showed gains, but nothing as dramatic as that 
experienced by the Pentecostals. Today, perhaps some 20 percent of Nicaragua's 
3.6 million people are evangelicals, more than three-quarters Pentecostal. 


The Pentecostals are not a unified bunch, however. Under the umbrella of 
Nicaraguan Pentecostalism one can find a variety of personalities and 
tendencies. [over] 


pentecostals/2 


Guillermo Osorno, who has broadcast a tape recording of angels singing on his — 


daily radio show on Ondas de Luz, asks listeners to lay their hands on the 
radio to pray with him. The Verbo Church, sponsored by ... California ‘Jesus 
freaks' of the 1960s ... [founded] a thriving ministry in Managua. 


The Ambassadors of Christ send church members, dressed in white robes, out on 
the streets fo solicit funds. The Church of the Midnight Call sends its 
members to preach fire and brimstone at passengers on Managua's already hot, 
overcrowded buses. The Assemblies of God claims to be above politics but 
expels pro-Sandinista pastors and looks the other way when preachers support 
the contras. 


Sandinista leaders privately admit that the conservative evangelical churches 
represent a challenge, in that they appeal primarily to the rural and urban 
poor, precisely the same base the Sandinistas claim to represent. Indeed, 
Federico Coppens, a Belgian sociologist studying Nicaragua's Pentecostals, 
points out that both the Sandinistas and the Pentecostals are a product of the 
1960s, when, with the rise of agro-export capitalism, the impoverishment of 
the peasantry, and the growth of the urban poor, a ‘profound disintegration of 
traditional societal values' took place. Each group in its own way represents 
a protest against that shift. 


While much of the Pentecostal experience may represent a challenge to the 
revolution, the violent confrontations of the early years seem well behind. 
Signs of a new rapprochement include a Sandinista comandante addressing the 
Assemblies of God seminary graduation, and [Nicaraguan President] Daniel 
Ortega embracing Puerto Rican faith healer Yiye Avila during the latter's 
appearance here. The government has also exempted pastors and seminarians 
from the military draft, a decision that lessened tensions while increasing 
seminary enrolments. 


Coppens suggests that the fundamental challenge for the government exists 
primarily at the community level, however. He points to the Sandinistas' 
neighbourhood committees as the place where the government will win or lose 
the battle. Coppens claims that if the CDSs, currently being reorganized 
under Omar Cabezas, can incorporate Pentecostal church members in projects of 
common interest, the Sandinistas will discover the Pentecostals to be good 
citizens in a revolutionary society. 


In the poverty-afflicted countryside, some Pentecostals have _ broken 
successfully away from their conservative lineage and launched a genuinely 
autonomous church that, while remaining Pentecostal in doctrine and practice, 
has embraced participation in social development and progress. Some 50 years 


ago, for example, in a dispute over North American control, the United 


Pentecostal Church split off from the Assemblies of God. 


According to Pentecostal pastor Pedro Antonio Aguirre, some faithful felt. ‘it 
wasn't necessary to obey everything that arrived on a piece of paper from the 
United States'. He says the dissidents claimed Nicaragua could ‘only be 
evangelized by Nicaraguans, not by people from the outside who had never 
experienced hunger, nor lived without land or housing'. Aguirre claims that 
while direct dependency was easy to break, the ideological tethers have been 
more difficult to sever. 


To do just that, another split became necessary in the 1970s, when the 
Pentecostal Mission of. the Christian Churches split off from the United 
Pentecostal. Church. The Pentecostal Mission, which has more than 150 local 
churches today, has been active in community development work. [EPS] 
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The annual report of the Irish Council of Churches is available from ICC at 
48 Elmwood Ave, Belfast BT9 6AZ. 


A report on its 1989-90 activities and plans is available from the WCC 
Commission on Faith and Order, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) has 
published the minutes of its 22nd General Council, last August in Seoul. 


A report on the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox consultation last December on 
the theme of the upcoming WCC assembly is available from WCC/F&0, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 
Available from the World Alliance of YMCAs, 37 quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva: a 
leaflet outlining the aim, purpose, structure, role, functions, and 
priorities of the alliance; and a report, Towards World YMCA Action on 
Palestinian Issues. 
Available ‘from WCC/Women, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Church and Culture, 
report from the WCC-organized Orthodox Women's Consultation last January in 
Crete (EPS 90.02.25,26). 

Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


summary of events leading to Namibian independence, and the ecumenical role. 


situation report (#3, 22 March) on drought/famine in Ethiopia. 


Available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 


Clearing the Way: En Route to an Ecumenical Spirituality (#43 in the Risk 
book series), by Gwen Cashmore and Joan Puls: 8.90 Swiss, 5.75 US, or 3.75 UK. 


The San Antonio Report (from the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
in May 1989), edited by Frederick Wilson: 22.50 Swiss, 14.95 US, or 8.95 UK. 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.97 ::: WCC MODERATOR: 'TEST' OF ROMANIA NOT FULLY PASSED BY WCC 


In his review of recent events in the life of the World Council of Churches, 
Heinz Joachim Held, moderator of its Central Committee, said many think WCC 
reaction to the situation in Romania was ‘a critical ... test of our 
fellowship from which we did not emerge wholly unscathed'. 


Held, head of the ecumenical- and foreign-affairs office of the Evangelical 
[United, Lutheran, Reformed] Church in [West] Germany, was speaking to the 
final session of the committee (Geneva, 25-30 March) before the WCC Seventh 
Assembly, next February in Australia. 


‘Our support for human rights', he said, ‘and the necessity to preserve 
fellowship with our member churches in a land where human rights are violated 
cannot be alternative aims for our comments and actions, although outwardly it 
may sometimes seem so. We should also have made that clearer in the final 
outcome' at the previous committee meeting, last July in Moscow. 


Some have criticized the action on Romania at that meeting as insufficiently 
critical of the then Romanian government, though Romanian church 
representatives at the Moscow meeting argued that there were no problems in 
their country worth committee attention. 


Held said the WCC ‘strove according to our best lights to find a common 
approach in discussions with our member churches. There were very tense 
discussions in the Executive Committee about it. ... I do not mean that in the 
circumstances we did everything correctly, and have not occasion to learn 
something, even from these painful experiences, for what we do, and how we 
behave in similar instances.' 


With respect to the changes in eastern Europe in general, Held said that 
"especially in the international field, the challenge of socialism to the 
free-market economic system has not been removed'. 


He added that it 'cannot be allowed to happen, and the churches of Europe must 
be among the first to make themselves heard to that effect', that because of 
preoccupation with European events, ‘further commitment to solve the global 
crisis, above all in the Third World, might recede into the background’. 


Looking back on WCC evolution in the last several years, Held spoke of a 
"greater growth in the fellowship of prayer, worship, and the celebration of. 
the divine Word ... a common ecumenical spirituality'. 


Noting different understandings about the committed relationships of WCC 
members, Held said the need is ‘all the more pressing for us to come to an 
understanding with each other about how the fellowship which has grown among 
us, and is commanded by the gospel, can find concrete and visible expression’. 


Looking ahead, Held spoke of an ‘unresolved theological challenge. ... Should 
we ... not', he wondered aloud, ‘describe the merciless exploitation of 
nature, the destruction of the common home of all creatures and of coming 
generations, through human curiosity and greed, as a sin against the Holy 
Spirit?' 


(In the gospel of Mark [3:29 RSV], Jesus says that 'whoever blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin'.) 
[EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.98 ::: CASTRO CALLS FOR 'HOPE-BRINGING SOLIDARITY' 


The World Council of Churches must ensure that in whatever it does, its 
"‘hope-bringing solidarity' with those struggling for human rights, the dignity 
of women, cultural identity, and liberation ‘remains clearly at the centre of 
our prayers, our plans, and our identity', WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
told members of the WCC Central Committee (meeting in Geneva, 25-30 March). 


Continuing a commentary on 'the global nature of our ecumenical calling’ begun 
in his reports to the committee in 1988 and 1989, Castro highlighted three 
aspects of WCC 'social responsibility' - the type of society it seeks, 
Christian service to human need (diakonia) and the ministry of reconciliation. 


Events in central and eastern Europe have given prominence to the first of 
these issues, Castro said. Noting that some interpret these changes as marking 
'the triumph of capitalism', he observed that many in the Third World ‘have 
tried capitalism and the net result for us is marginalization’. 


The challenge to the WCC, Castro said, is 'to search together for a kind of 
society where fundamental values can be preserved and justice affirmed’. He 
noted that some believe the WCC cannot help in this quest because its 
prophetic tradition enables it to ‘describe a vision of the kingdom to come’ 
but not 'to apply that vision to the prevailing realities’. 


In picking up earlier efforts to describe 'a society worth sustaining because 
of the quality of participation that it allows, and the quality of justice it 
brings', Castro said the WCC must bear in mind perspectives of people at the 
grassroots, and experiences of other religions and ideologies. 


As for diakonia, Castro said his impression is that today there is ecumenical 
enthusiasm for ‘revolution, liberation, development, but to feed old people, 
to build orphanages - that kind of thing does not have the glamour'. 


But, he said, diakonia is ‘constitutive of our identity as the church' and 
‘increasingly necessary in the world today'. 


Warning against a diakonia that is too 'professionalized', Castro urged 
‘dialogue in depth' to define what service belongs to the state and what is 
‘part and parcel of our Christian identity’. 


The WCC ‘is unable to be pacifist in the sense of totally rejecting violence’, 
but, he noted, except during the Korean War, it has 'never approved military 
intervention as a means of solving national or international conflicts'. 


(Nine days after the North Korean attack on South Korea in 1950, the committee 
began a meeting in Toronto. There it commended the UN 'police action' in 
Korea.) 


Castro reaffirmed several lessons taught by a half century of ecumenical 
experience in situations of conflict: that peace can never be achieved by 
sacrificing justice, that WCC effectiveness in a conflict situation depends on 
earlier involvements in the area, and that its work for peace implies close 
cooperation with national churches. This last point, he said, can lead to 
misunderstandings, as in the Romanian situation. 


Besides southern Africa. and Sri Lanka, Castro mentioned several other current 
situations of ecumenical concern - Cyprus, Korea, the Middle East and 
ethnic-religious conflicts in eastern Europe. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.99 ::: ROMANIA A MAJOR TALKING POINT AT WORLD COUNCIL MEETING 


During the first day of the meeting of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches (Geneva, 25-30 March), Romania was a major topic during 
plenary discussion and at a news conference. 


Both WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro and WCC Moderator Heinz Joachim Held 
touched on Romania in their reports [EPS 90.03.97, 98], including the question 
of whether the WCC said or did enough against the government of Nicolae 
Ceausescu, who was overthrown and executed at the end of last December. 


After the reports, several committee members commented on Romania. 


Marja van der Veen-Schenkeveld (Reformed, Netherlands) said the WCC listened 
too much to church leaders in Romania, and was 'not alert to crying people in 
local congregations'. She said she was sometimes ‘'ashamed' in recent months 
in discussing the WCC stance on Romania. 


Karoly Toth (Reformed, Hungary) said the WCC has to learn the 'painful lesson 
God taught us' in recent events in Romania, and that it must not confuse the 
church with church leadership, especially if the latter is closely associated 
with a government. Calling it a WCC '‘weakness' not to be unambiguously 
negative about the Ceausescu government, he proposed a WCC ‘message of 
apology' to the people and church in Romania, so as to 'clarify the 
relationship' with them. 


Nifon Ploiesteanul (Eastern Orthodox, Romania) said that after the fall of 
Ceausescu, the Romanian Orthodox Church undertook a '‘'self-analysis' of its 
past relationships with the state in a spirit of ‘creative ... repentance’. 


Without the ecumenical fellowship, he said, the situation of the church in 
Romania would have been much worse, noting that the WCC made it possible to 
send Romanian students to the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, to have Romanian 
members on the WCC staff in Geneva, to import Bibles, and to build an 
ecumenical centre in Bucharest. Ecumenical aid at the beginning of 1990, 
after the overthrow of the Ceausescu government, was the only assistance to 
reach the Moldavia area of Romania, he pointed out. 


‘Our purpose is to bring the church and people under a new covenant', he said, 
‘and to contribute to the understanding of nationalities’ (particularly in 
connection with conflict between ethnic Hungarians and other Romanians in the 
Transylvania area of Romania). ‘Our churches should prove that they are 
servants of peace and reconciliation. We need your prayers', he concluded. 


At a news conference, Held was asked about the 'failure' of the WCC approach. 
He said he would not use that word, but 'we could have done some things better 
than we did'. Maybe, he said, the committee spoke about Romania _ 'too 
indirectly’. It should have made its negative points 'more clearly’. 


Castro said the WCC ‘made a mistake perhaps' in its Romania policy, though, he 
noted, one of its aims was to ‘keep the channels of communication with our 
Member churches [in Romania] open'. 


He recalled that after the World Alliance of Reformed Churches issued a strong 
Statement on the situation, it was no longer able to function there. The 
issue, he said, is not simply one of ‘expressing our views and opinions’, but 
‘making our contribution as intelligently as possible’. [over] 
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He said the WCC used ‘exactly the same methodology for all the churches in 
eastern Europe’, though results and the church role in different countries 
have varied widely. In Romania, he observed, 'we may have been wrong in our 
political judgment. ... Of course', he added, ‘we made mistakes, but we did 
this in the context of our commitment to the church and people there.' 


Castro was asked about a recent interview in which Romanian Reformed Pastor 
Laszl6 Tokés, whose difficulties with church and state authorities were a | 
catalyst for the Romanian revolution, said he felt let down by the WCC and 
WARC. ‘In my view', Castro replied, 'I did the best I could', but if Tokés 
does not think so, 'maybe he is right and I am wrong.' 
Tokés was among those scheduled to speak on the situation in eastern Europe 
later in the committee meeting. Castro said that while Tokés was in Geneva, 
the two would speak about their different perceptions. 


At its meeting in August 1988, the committee asked Castro to take ‘appropriate 
actions' on Romania, ‘including the convening of church leaders', and to 
report back to its next meeting. One Romanian member of the committee said he 
would leave the session if discussion of Romania continued at that time. 


Last July, the committee received a report from Castro, with five guidelines 
to help WCC policy reflect ‘both sensitivity to the churches in Romania, and 
concern for human rights' there. Castro noted that many reports on Romania 
have ‘heightened international concern’. He expressed WCC hope that omer 
would respond to ‘international concern on the Romanian situation’. 


The vote to receive the Castro report came after a 78-33 vote (10 abstentions) 
rejecting a proposal to draft a possible WCC ‘action on the situation in 
Romania and neighbouring states'. A supporter of that motion said the 
committee should ‘assert its right to express additional steps' beyond the 
report. Castro, however, said his report went as far as the WCC should go on 
Romania at that point. Three Romanian committee members backed Castro. 


Opening Worship: Preaching at opening worship at the committee meeting, 
English Anglican Archbishop John Habgood, a member of the committee, observed 
that because human beings 'can only live ... by adapting nature' technology is 
"not some kind of terrible mistake, but an expression of what we are. 


'It does not follow from this', he continued, 'that all technological advance 
is good - far from it. But to imagine we can somehow dispose of the 
technological world we have created for ourselves is to fail to understand the 
conditions of our survival.' 


Habgood said ‘tiny populations ... can live in harmony with the land ... with 
a minimum of technological interference, but the huge populations on our earth 
today can only be sustained at the cost of huge technological investment’. 


Except for human beings, he observed, all creatures glorify God ‘by being what 
they are'. Human beings glorify God 'not simply by being what we are, but by 
becoming what we could be'. 


Biologically speaking, Habgood noted, ‘the world would be very much better 
without us'. He called for a ‘biological humility as ... a starting point for 
coping with the terrible ambivalence of our potential', and for a ‘sacramental 
faith' which understands that in and through ‘anything and everything' in 
creation, the presence of God can be ‘conveyed and known'. [EPS] 


ais oe.’ 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.100 ::: ASSEMBLY, ABORIGINALS, RC RELATIONS, JPIC ON WCC AGENDA 


During the first plenary sessions at its six-day meeting this month (Geneva, 
25-30 March), members of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches dealt with various issues in plenary presentations and discussions. 


Plans for the WCC Seventh Assembly were introduced by Avery Post (United 
States, United), moderator of the Assembly Planning Committee, and some of his 
committee colleagues. The assembly meets in Canberra (Australia), 7-21 
February. Its theme is 'Come Holy Spirit — Renew the Whole Creation'. 


During a first, brief round of plenary discussion on the assembly, committee 
member John Habgood (England, Anglican) said he found it hard to read a 
46-page draft of an annotated outline of the themes and sub-themes. He 
Suggested that committee members review that text carefully and ask what each 
sentence or paragraph means, and whether it is clear, true, and worth saying. 


At one plenary, the committee heard about the situation of Aboriginals, 
descendants of the people who lived in Australia before Europeans arrived in 
1788. Now, they make up about one percent of the Australian population of 
about 17 million. 


After a video presentation, Anglican Bishop Arthur Malcolm spoke of his own 
experience as an Aboriginal, and about land rights and efforts to overcome 
racial divisions in Australia. Malcolm chairs the Aboriginal and Islander 
Commission of the Australian Council of Churches. 


ACC General Secretary David Gill urged participants to remember’ that 
Aboriginals are a people needing ‘all the friends and supporters it can 
find'. Post noted several ways in which his committee is taking account of 
the Aboriginal situation in planning for and the programme of the assembly. 
The first welcome at the assembly will be from Aboriginal and Islander people, 
he) said, "not as an act of paternalistic deference, but of authentic 
recognition’. 


Several committee members commented on WCC-Roman Catholic relations after 
hearing a presentation on the report from the Joint Working Group appointed by 
the WCC and the Vatican [EPS 90.03.42]. 


Per Voks¢ (Norway, Lutheran) said his impression is that despite ecumenical 
advances on the local level, the picture at the global level is one of 
deterioration. That point was disputed by Jacques Maury (France, Reformed), 
WCC co-chair of the Joint Working Group. He said WCC-Vatican ecumenical 
progress needs to be seen in a ‘long-term' context. 


Aaron Tolen (Cameroon, Reformed) suggested that since Roman Catholics 
participate in WCC meetings and belong to the WCC staff, there should be 
'reciprocity' in terms of Roman Catholic meetings and staffing. Marga Bihrig 
(Switzerland, Reformed) thought the JWG report took insufficient account of 
diverse currents within Roman Catholicism, and of the contributions and 
perspectives of ecumenically-engaged women. 


Others urged more attention to ecumenical developments at the local level. 


In committee discussion on the WCC-sponsored World Convocation on Justice, 
Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC), in Seoul earlier this month, a 
Major emphasis was on the need to find ways to ensure that the process of 
‘mutual commitment' for JPIC continue up to, during, and beyond the assembly. 
[EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.101 ::: PROPOSAL FOR WCC ‘PROGRAMMATIC REORGANIZATION' PRESENTED 


Proposals for a 'programmatic reorganization’ of the World Council of Churches 
were presented to its Central Committee at its meeting this month (25-30 
March) in Geneva. 


After outlining what the Committee on Programmatic Reorganization (CPR) 
considers five strengths and eight weaknesses of the current WCC organization, 
CPR sets forth six principles on which it based its work: a clearer 
projection of the WCC ‘'vocation', a clearer expression of the ‘biblical and 
theological basis of WCC programmes', an emphasis on 'the relational aspect' 
of WCC work, a more 'participatory community', greater flexibility, and 
‘vision and financial realism'. 


According to the report, the proposal is 'not intended either to increase or 
to reduce the total staff ... when reorganization is introduced', and ‘the 
reorganized programmes ‘will cost neither more nor less' than the current 
arrangements. 


CPR says the changes it proposes could take effect by the middle of 1991. 


The proposal would reduce the number of WCC ‘administrative, financial, and 
policy centres' from the current 17. 


Instead of 14 programme sub-units (grouped in three programme units), there 
would be seven ‘programme units' - Faith, Worship, and Unity; Common 
Witness; Women and Youth; Justice and Social Responsibility; Human Rights 
and Peace; Ecumenical Sharing for Diakonia; and Education and Renewal. 


There would be also two departments - Relationships, and Resources and 
Services. The first would include two offices for relations - Ecumenical and 
Church, and Interfaith. 


Currently, the three WCC deputy general secretaries oversee a programme unit. 
In the new arrangements, they would be responsible for relationships, 
resources and services, and programme oversight and planning. 


The general secretariat staff would also include a ‘worship animator' and, if 
proposals for a new Ecumenical News Service (ENS) are endorsed, a press 
officer. 


The place of Communication Services in general in the proposal was left open, 
also depending on decisions taken about ENS. 


A score of committee members and advisers spoke in plenary discussion after 
the presentation, several suggesting delay. 


One said the proposal was too big for a small reorganization, and too small 
for a major reorganization. 


Other speakers questioned various proposed changes in names and functions. 


Some said the proposal would lead to too much centralization, or reduce 
participation and diversity. 


Some said more study and consultation are needed, and that WCC staff should 
not be distracted by proposals to reorganize in the time before the WCC 
Seventh Assembly, next February. [EPS] 
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Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.03.1102 ::: UKRAINE: PROBLEMS IN RC-EO TALKS 


The representative of the major archbishop of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church (UGCC) walked out [13 March] of talks with Russian Orthodox officials. 
The two sides are trying to agree on how to disentangle church property and 
membership in the western Ukraine. 


Ukrainian Catholicism is a form of Roman Catholicism whose worship forms and 
social customs are very similar to Orthodoxy. UGCC sprang from the Russian 
[Eastern] Orthodox Church (ROC) in the late 16th century. In 1946, however, 
in the Soviet Union, Ukrainian Catholicism was formally abolished, its members 
and property formally incorporated into Russian Orthodoxy. 


Nonetheless, UGCC continued an illegal, underground existence, and earlier 
this year, Russian Orthodox and Vatican officials agreed on a basis to 
re-establish UGCC in the Soviet Union, particularly in the western Ukraine, 
where it is strongest [EPS 90.02.18, 03.01]. 


The seven UGCC bishops in the Ukraine say the reason for the walkout by 
Archbishop Volodymyr Sterniuk (representing Rome-based Major Archbishop Ivan 
Cardinal Lubachivsky) is 'the constant refusal of the Moscow Patriarchate to 
recognize the wuncanonical status of the 1946 pseudo-Synod of Lviv' (which 
voted to disband UGCC). The UGCC bishops say that as long as ROC does not 
recognize UGCC as ‘a church, an institution, and a juridical body, and not 
just as a group of Greek Catholics', and as long as the talks do not deal with 
‘essential questions, we do not see any need to meet any further’. 


They say all UGCC property taken by the Soviet government since 1939, and in 
many cases now under Russian Orthodox control, must revert to UGCC control 
before it will be possible to ‘discuss the best way to honour the needs of the 
Orthodox faithful'. They add that according to the teachings of the Second 
Vatican Council, UGCC is ‘a particular church ... in full and continuous union 
with the bishop of Rome', and thus 'it is inadmissible to refer to us as 
communities or groups of faithful of the eastern rite’. 


UGCC is ‘against all violence', the bishops say, and ‘true dialogue between 
churches can begin only when ... all unfounded accusations of violence, 
proselytism, divisiveness, and religious warfare cease'. UGCC respects the 
government ‘as long as it does not act against divine law’. 


Before the walkout, participants in the talks agreed that ‘in those [rural] 
places where there is a clear majority, the [parish] church is to remain with 
the community in the majority'. Otherwise, a secret vote is to be taken, but 
‘in any case, the majority' has the responsibility to ensure for the minority 
an ‘appropriate facility' for worship and parish life. 


In urban parishes, participants said, it would be difficult to conduct an 
election to ‘fairly reflect the will of the people'. So, those cases are to 
be decided by 'bilateral agreements proceeding from a realistic picture of the 
Orthodox and Catholic presence which will have emerged in the first stage of 
regulation’. 


Participants appealed to all the faithful to ‘guarantee peaceful and calm 
conditions, and to abstain from actions which could complicate the situation, 
especially those accompanied by violence. ... We also appeal to the clergy and 
faithful not to use expressions which offend the representatives of another 
confession, and sow hostility and misunderstanding.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.103 ::: LETTERS ADDRESSED TO GOD GO TO JERUSALEM DEAD-LETTER OFFICE 
According to a report in the Los Angeles Times newspaper, many letters 
addressed to 'God' are forwarded to the dead-letter office in the Jerusalem 
post office. Its director, Moshe Ben-Meier, says he also receives letters 


addressed to Jesus, Moses, Solomon, David, and Mohammed. 'Some people don't 
bother to put on a stamp', Ben-Meier says. "They think God will. pay the 
postage due, I suppose.' ‘The most ... peculiar letters we get are addressed 


to God', he notes. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.1104 ::: NEPAL: CRACKDOWN ON CHRISTIANS REPORTED 

Nepal is the only country in which Hinduism is the state religion. US-based 
News Network International reports an intensified crackdown on Christian 
practices in Nepal. NNI says a 'Hinduization' drive began there in 1988, and 
pressure on all non-Hindu religions has increased. Currently, NNI says, 168 
Christians in Nepal face criminal charges for their religious practices. The 
population of Nepal is about 18.5 million, about 90 percent Hindu. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.105 ::: LWF SAYS IT WAS 'INSTRUMENTAL' IN GUATEMALA PEACE TALKS 
General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett of the Lutheran World Federation says LWF 
was ‘instrumental' in bringing about peace talks between the Guatemalan 
government and the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Union. They are 
scheduled for Oslo 27-29 March. Staalsett said contributions to a special LWF 
"peace fund' helped make LWF involvement possible. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.106 ::: GERMAN CHURCH AGENCY TO REUNITE 

Diakonisches Werk, an Evangelical (United, Lutheran, Reformed) social-welfare 
agency operating separately in the two Germanys, has announced plans to 
reunite, with one headquarters in Berlin. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.107 ::: FINLAND: BISHOPS REJECT PROPOSAL ON WOMEN'S ORDINATION 

The conference of bishops of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) 
has rejected a proposal that the Finnish Ecclesiastical Act be amended to 
provide legal protection for bishops who decline to ordain women as priests. 
Currently, one bishop declines, but so far, no eligible woman has requested 
ordination from him. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.108 ::: DENMARK: BOOK PROMPTS DEBATE ON CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 

A recent book by a civil servant in the Danish government ministry of church 
affairs says that for all practical purposes, the government minister of 
church affairs is the final authority in the Evangelical Lutheran Folk Church 
of Denmark (ELFD). For instance, writes Preben Espensen, an ELFD bishop 
cannot withdraw an episcopal license for a priest to preach because that would 
undermine employment protections priests have as civil servants. But Aarhus 


Bishop Herluf Eriksen is disputing Espensen. "The established church is not 


governed by the state on the same lines as ordinary state activities', he says 
in a newspaper interview. 'The state can run port authorities, customs 
offices, and a lot of other things. In the church, the state has the final 
decision in a number of affairs, but the church is self-governing in ... 
ecclesiastical and theological matters.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.109 ::: DENMARK: BISHOP NIXES INTERFAITH LITURGY IN CHURCH 

Copenhagen Lutheran Bishop Ole Bertelsen, has told the priest of Holy Cross 
parish that a proposed Muslim-Jewish-Christian Pentecost liturgy cannot take 
place in the parish church. In the event, Jewish representatives declined to 
participate. A joint Muslim-Christian gathering in a parish meeting room is 
now planned, with scripture readings and prayers. The priest says his 
intention was to increase interfaith understanding, especially in light of 
tension between parishioners and Muslim immigrants in the area. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.1110 ::: SALVATION ARMY RETURNING TO DDR 
After 45 years, the Salvation Army is returning to East cermeny (DDR). Its 
work was forbidden by the former communist government. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.111 ::: USSR: BAPTIST GENERAL SECRETARY NOW ONE OF THREE VPS 

As part of a reorganization, Soviet Baptists abolished the post of general 
secretary, and increased the powers of the president [EPS 80.03.85]. Alexi 
Bichkov, who has been general secretary, was elected one of the three vice 
presidents, with responsibility for education and communication, and possibly 
international representation. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.112 ::: BAPTISTS PROPOSE WORLDWIDE BAPTISM DAY 

During the 16th Baptist World Congress next August in Seoul, there are plans 
to have a mass baptism of more than 10 000 people. In connection with that, 
Baptist World Alliance General Secretary Denton Lotz has endorsed a proposal 
to 'show our togetherness in a worldwide day of baptism'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.113 ::: CHINA: OFFICIAL DENIES ARRESTS ON RELIGIOUS GROUNDS 

During a visit to Hong Kong (9-16 March), Ren Wuzhi, director of the Religious 
Affairs Bureau of the Chinese State Council, denied reported arrests in China 
because of religious reasons. Ren headed an eight-person delegation, which 
met Hong Kong church representatives during its visit to the British colony, 
which is to revert to Chinese control in mid-1997. General Secretary Heyward 
W.H. Wong of the Hong Kong Christian Council said church representatives were 
not satisfied by the answers from Ren to their questions, but 'we just wanted 
to express our concern over the fate of our brothers and sisters in China'. 
One church source described the atmosphere during the meeting as ‘not 
harmonious'. To urge more religious freedom in China, people from 19 groups 
Staged a sit-in outside a restaurant where the Chinese delegation was meeting 
the church leaders. The delegation declined to meet the protesters. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.114 ::: URUGUAY: WALDENSIANS OBJECT TO ECUMENICAL SERVICE 

The synod of the Evangelical Waldensian [Reformed] Church of the Rio de la 
Plata, objected to an ecumenical service in the Roman Catholic cathedral in 
Montevideo in connection with the taking of office on the same day (1 March) 
by the new Uruguayan president, Luis Alberto Lacalle. The synod said the 
church event violated the principle of separation of church and state, and 
introduced an unacceptable distinction between believers and agnostics and 
atheists in Uruguayan society. It asked that the Waldensian refusal to 
participate not be taken as a sign of anti-ecumenism. According to Britannica 
World Data, more than a third of the three million people in Uruguay are 
"non-religious and atheist'. Most of the rest are counted as Christians, most 
of them Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.115 ::: BISHOP REBUKES BISHOP 

In a letter copied to the Lutheran archbishop of Sweden, [Presiding] Bishop 
Herbert Chilstrom of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has rebuked 
retired Swedish Lutheran Bishop Krister Stendahl for a letter Stendahl wrote 
supportive of the irregular ordinations last January of three homosexuals 
under the auspices of two ELCA congregations in San Francisco [EPS 90.02.30]. 
Chilstrom reproached Stendahl for involving himself ‘in the affairs of another 
church'. He called it ‘inappropriate and confusing' for Stendahl to use his 
Status as a retired bishop in the Church of Sweden to ‘lend credence to an 
unapproved action in the ELCA. If a retired bishop of the ELCA were to inject 
himself into a difficult issue in the Church of Sweden, our church would 
surely be embarrassed.' Stendahl is now chaplain at Harvard Divinity School, 
near Boston, where he was dean before becoming bishop. He was also a pastor 
in one of the three bodies which united in 1988 to form ELCA. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.116 ::: ESTIMATE: 20 PERCENT OF HONG KONG CHRISTIANS LEAVING 
The Hong Kong Christian Institute estimates that by 1993, about 20 percent of 
the Christians of Hong Kong will have emigrated, and the figure for clergy and 
other church workers will be 25 percent. The British colony is due to revert 
to Chinese control in mid-1997. There are an estimated 500 000 Christians in 
Hong Kong, whose population is about 5.75 million. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.117 ::: UGANDA: CONDOM PROPOSAL DRAWS IRE OF CHURCH LEADERS 

Several church leaders have strongly objected to a suggestion that as a way to 
combat Aids, condoms be put in hotel rooms in Uganda, next to the Bibles often 
found there. In another development prompting church protest, a newspaper ad 
sponsored by the Aids-control programme of the government health ministry 
proclaimed that 'while the Bible can save your soul, the condom will save your 
life'. In letters to the editor, church leaders object that popularizing 
condoms will increase promiscuity, and go contrary to another theme of the 
programme, which calls for people to have only one sexual partner. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.118 ::: NIGERIA: METHODISTS REUNITE 

Fourteen years after it split into separate bodies headed by a patriarch and a 
president, the Methodist Church in Nigeria has reunited, at a service in Lagos 
(4 March). Besides personalities, the split involved theological and cultural 
issues. The two church structures are to continue side by side for several 
more weeks. The new constitution, including a new title for the head of the 
denomination, is to be signed at a special Methodist conference on Wesley Day 
(24 May). Preacher at the uniting service was Kenyan Methodist Presiding 
Bishop Lawi Imathiu, president of the World Methodist Council. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.119 ::: ETHIOPIA: ECUMENICAL RELIEF AID 

In the first of a series of shipments, the Joint Relief Partnership - an 
Oriental Orthodox-—Lutheran-Roman Catholic entity - this month sent 11 trucks 
with 110 metric tons of food for the Tigray and Northern Wello regions of 
northern Ethiopia. JRP hopes to distribute food to about a million people. 
Its chair, Solomon Gidada, said the JRP programme ‘will only be successful if 
all parties respect the neutral church initiative to assist in saving lives by 
allowing relief trucks and personnel safe and unhindered passage'. Fighting 
in the Wollo-Tigray region, and in neighbouring Eritrea, has been going on for 
many years. Overseas JRP partners include the Lutheran World Federation, 
World Council of Churches, and Catholic Relief Services. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.120 ::: IMPACT OF BIOTECHNOLOGIES ON THIRD WORLD EXPLORED 

A special seminar on developments in biotechnology for representatives of a 
score of Third World nations was held at the Geneva headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches (21 March). Co-sponsored by WCC and Rural Advancement 
Fund International, the session focused on implications of biotechnology for 
agricultural exports and technology transfer related to food and health, the 
structure and orientation of the biotechnology industry as that relates to 
restructive business practices and world trade negotiations, and ‘intellectual 
property rights' in biological products and processes. The seminar took place 
during a UN meeting in Geneva which included some of these issues. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.121 ::: USA: STATE PLAN FOR CHURCH UNITY 

Church jurisdictions in the US state of Minnesota whose parent denominations 
belong to the Consultation on Church Union plan a 'provisional covenanting 
council' for their state, in an effort to apply church-unity principles 
endorsed by COCU in late 1988. National COCU leaders have offered support and 
encouragement, but cautioned the Minnesotans about getting too far ahead of 
national developments. There are nine denominations involved in COCU, from 
the Disciples, Methodist, Anglican, United, and Reformed traditions. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.03.122 ::: ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Messages on Namibian Independence 


Most Namibians are Christians, and about half the population (1.27 million) 
are Lutherans. In connection with the independence of Namibia (21 March), 
several church statements and messages have been released. The first is a 
message from Namibian Lutheran Bishop Kleopas Dumeni to Christians in other 
parts of the world:] 


... It is proper and right to rejoice together at this great occasion of 
change in the history of our beloved country, Namibia. As you cried with us 
during the years of suffering, now it is right that you rejoice with us and 
praise God together for what he has done. 


I am happy that, though you cannot be with us here in Namibia during this 
joyous time, you are remembering us with your prayers and your joy. For our 
cries of suffering, of death and destruction, have changed to cries of praise 
to our Lord for what he has done for his people. 


We rejoice and we praise God together. Thank you all so much for what you 
have done, and do not forget us as we try to build a new nation out of the 
ashes of apartheid. With God's help we will do his will for our people, 
together. Praise be to God. 


**w*K KK 


[Two presidents of the World Council of Churches - Lois Wilson (United, 
Canada) and Nita Barrow (Methodist, Barbados) represented the WCC at the 
Namibian independence celebrations. The following is excerpted from a message 
to the Namibian people by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro.] 


-.-. We welcome the Republic of Namibia into the family of nations. We 
congratulate the people of Namibia and their government under the leadership 
of SWAPO. 


As the World Council of Churches we are proud to be associated with this 
moment in the history of Namibia. We have over many years been actively 
supporting the struggle of the people of Namibia for justice and 
self-—determination. 


We have gathered churches to declare acts of solidarity with the people of 
Namibia. We have recognised the pain and suffering caused by apartheid and by 
the violent and oppressive occupation by apartheid South Africa. We have 
shared the hopes of Namibians for a new dispensation. 


In all that, we were helped by the courageous witness of the churches in 
Namibia. We were guided by them in commitments of solidarity. 


We are proud to have shared the gifts of faith that they imparted to us in 
difficult circumstances. Through them we have come to a deeper understanding 
of the quality of faith in adverse conditions. 


Today, our tears and sorrow are being turned to joy. This day will be 
remembered as the day of joy and of hope for the realisation of a long held 
dream of justice. We join you in the festive celebration of independence. We 
assure you of the support of the ecumenical community as you rebuild your 
Nation with the vision of freedom and justice that inspired you in the long 
Struggle. [over] 
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[The following is excerpted from a message delivered by General Secretary 
Gunnar Staalsett of the Lutheran World Federation. ] 


... Words cannot begin to convey what it means to share in the celebration of 
the moment of liberation, and to experience the sheer exhilaration in seeing 
the new flag of the new nation raised against the Namibian sky. A nation is 
born, a people united, the God of history is at work. ... 


It is a great honour for me to be asked to bring a word of greeting today. I 
do so on behalf of the community of Christian people not only in the north, 
but also in many parts of the world, who have worked and prayed and struggled 
with you to see the dawning of this day. 


We are proud to have been taken into your struggle as your brothers and 
sisters. We are grateful to God to have been able to be with you in exile, 
and at home in diaconic and pastoral work, in advocacy for human dignity, 
justice, peace, and reconciliation. 


... We thank you for giving us insight into the cost of discipleship. In the 
struggle for Namibia's freedom, you have taught us what discipleship means, 
namely so to serve that others might be given the chance to live in dignity 
and freedom, hope and faith. 

We remember with thanksgiving those of your own Namibian family, your own 
flesh and blood, who have made the ultimate sacrifice that we might gather 
here today and sing the songs of freedom. It is in the memory of all those 
whose lives were taken in the struggle that I would also need to express a 
word of confession. It is a confession that the response of the church 
worldwide has often been slow, inadequate, and insufficient. 


Namibia should have been freed decades ago - and could have been, had all we 
who profess to honour Christian values and standards been true to our word, 
had we honoured our commitments, had we kept our promises to God and the 
people, had the Christian faith in all its consequences been brought to bear 
upon the situation in this land. Freedom would have come before so many lives 
were taken, so much blood was shed, so much suffering had to be endured. 


Why were some churches silent when the sisters and brothers were massacred at 
Sharpeville 40 years ago yesterday, when hundreds of Namibians were massacred 
at the refugee settlement at Kassinga, when the bombs went off at Oshakati, 
when the schools and churches were blown apart at Odibo, when the Council of 
Churches in Windhoek itself was shattered by enemies of faith and freedom? ... 


In this season of the Passion of our Lord, it is my fervent prayer that all of. 
us be renewed through the forgiveness of our sins and be reconciled to God and 
to one another. It is in this spirit, and on behalf of many of your sisters 
and brothers within the Christian community around the world, that I want us 
to renew the covenant we have made with God and in the promises we have made 

with you. 


This means that we will be with you in your difficult yet promising 
nation-building task, that we will support all of the Namibian churches as 
they work together in the unity of the Body of Christ for the unity of the 
Namibian nation, that we will pray and work with you to this end that 
Christian faith and Christian values may continue to be the soul and spirit 
and strength of the Namibian people. Finally, it means that we will resolve 
to stand more firmly than ever with our sisters and brothers in South Africa. 
“na. LBEPS] 
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The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is 
looking for an executive secretary for its Department of Cooperation and 
Witness. Deadline for applications is 1 June. The post is to be filled in 
August, and the person is to begin work 1 January. 


Focus of the new WCC Youth Newsletter (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is youth 
and poverty. 


The annual report of the Irish Council of Churches is available from ICC at 
48 Elmwood Ave, Belfast BT9 6AZ. 


A report on its 1989-90 activities and plans is available from the WCC 
Commission on Faith and Order, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) has 
published the minutes of its 22nd General Council, last August in Seoul. 


A report on the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox consultation last December on 
the theme of the upcoming WCC assembly is available from WCC/F&0, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 

Available from the World Alliance of YMCAs, 37 quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva: a 
leaflet outlining the aim, purpose, structure, role, functions, and 
priorities of the alliance; and a report, Towards World YMCA Action on 
Palestinian Issues. 

Available from WCC/Women, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Church and Culture, 


report from the WCC-organized Orthodox Women's Consultation last January in 
Crete (EPS 90.02.25,26). 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


summary of events leading to Namibian independence, and the ecumenical role. 


situation report (#3, 22 March) on drought/famine in Ethiopia. 


Available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 


Clearing the Way: En Route to an Ecumenical Spirituality (#43 in the Risk 
book series), by Gwen Cashmore and Joan Puls: 8.90 Swiss, 5.75 US, or 3.75 UK. 


The San Antonio Report (from the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
in May 1989), edited by Frederick Wilson: 22.50 Swiss, 14.95 US, or 8.95 UK. 
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EPS 90.04.01 ::: EASTERN EUROPEAN CHURCH PEOPLE DESCRIBE CHANGES, CHALLENGES 


Three church people who went through them described recent changes in the 
Soviet Union and eastern Europe, and their challenges for the church there, 
during a session of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
(meeting in Geneva, 25-30 March). 


Bishop-elect Laszl6 Tokés of the Reformed Church of Romania, whose problems 
as a parish pastor with church and state leaders helped spark the revolution 
which overthrew Nicolae Ceausescu, was critical of Romanian church leaders and 
of international church bodies during the last quarter century. 


During that period, Tokés said, 'practically all' of them, ‘including the 
World Council of Churches, fell victim' to Romanian government 'manipulation' 
about the situation there. He said ‘international representatives of the 
churches in Romania were deeply intertwined with the state' and ‘represented 
the direct interests of an inhuman, ungodly, and oppressive regime.' 


But now, after the ‘long era of Babylonian captivity and falsehood', the 
church in Romania, can speak pursue its 'true mission and evangelical role.' 
He called it ‘extremely important' that WCC, “breaking the straitjacket of 
ecumenical diplomacy, now pays attention to the real situation of churches in 
Romania, and furnishes moral support and Christian solidarity' to them. 


In eastern Europe, Tokés said, 'God offers an unprecedented opportunity for 
the church to play, once more, a decisive social and historical role'. But 
‘our churches have yet to sufficiently recognize their present historic 
mission, and have not really prepared themselves to perform this service. The 
burdensome heritage of the past, and the after effects of their compromised 
relationship with the dictatorship weigh heavily upon them', he observed. 'The 
opportunism of the clerical hierarchy also seeks to salvage and preserve the 
privileges of position and rank into the new era.' 


Asked to name such people during a news conference, Tokés said he would 
confine himself to two Reformed officials, Gyula Tunyoghy and Karoly Székely. 
He said there are many others, including in Eastern Orthodoxy, the main form 
of Christianity in Romania. Asked about past WCC policy, he said he wishes it 
had spoken more clearly against the former government, as he wishes had also 
been the case for other groups and governments, notably the United States. 


In terms of recent violence in Romania involving ethnic Romanians and ethnic 
Hungarians — Tokés is an ethnic Hungarian - he called for reconciliation. He 
said Romanians were 'misled' by fascist and ultra-nationalist groups to attack 
Hungarians. He said ‘it is not true’ that Hungarians in Romania want to 
change the borders to reunite Transylvania with neighbouring Hungary. 


The bishop-elect said the church in Romania must 'convert and ... be cleansed' 
so as to be ‘instruments of God' to transform society, promote universal 
reconciliation, and create a 'new, dignified, and just world order pleasing to 
the Lord. In all likelihood, this task will be at least as difficult as it 
was to stand in opposition to the dictatorship,' he added. 


In his presentation, East German (DDR) Lutheran Bishop Johannes Hempel, one of 
the seven WCC presidents, outlined several tasks for the church in the wake of 
the end of communist rule in the DDR and elsewhere in eastern Europe. For 
example, he said, the church is to help see to it that ‘illusions are replaced 
by realistic hope'. Also, recognizing its own share in guilt for the past, it 
is to help society draw difficult lines between justice and revenge, between 
legitimate pride in a nation and ‘pompous, ritualistic nationalism'. [over] 
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In the face of materialistic temptations bound to come as Germany is united, 
he said, the church has to continue to encourage simplicity, and concern for 
the disadvantaged in society, such as the old, the handicapped, children, and 
women. 'True life in the fullness of Christ', he said, ‘is not to be confused 
with material abundance’. 


In line with the experience during the DDR revolution last year, he said, 
church leadership needs to take 'base groups' seriously, and church leaders 
and grassroots movements need to work together. 


Looking ahead, he said, compromises will be necessary. It is up to the 
church, he said, to help society discern the difference between those that are 
necessary and acceptable, and those that could be ‘'fatal' and a form of 
‘undramatic corruption’. 


He urged the church to help society keep in mind a global perspective and 
concerns. ‘East Germany is not Germany, Germany is not Europe, and Europe is 
not the world', he observed. 


Sergei Averintsev, a member of the Russian Orthodox Church who is chief of the 
Department of Greek and Roman Literature at the Institute of World Literature 
of the Soviet Academy of Sciences, called for an ecumenism built not on 
philanthropy, diplomacy, or the manipulation of terms, but on ‘the mystical 
power of the name of Jesus, evoked by Christians of all confessions and 
denominations’. 


He expressed some concern that as people in the Soviet Union re-establish 
Orthodox roots and identity, they may sometimes express it negatively 
vis-a-vis minority Christian traditions in that country. He also urged his 
audience ‘not to forget in your prayers the Lithuanian conflict’. 


Also speaking to the committee was WCC International Affairs Director Ninan 
Koshy who highlighted parts of his 16-page report on changes in formerly 
Marxist-led societies and their church implications, including changes in the 
role of religion in society and in church-state and Christian-Marxist 
relations, new pastoral and diaconal tasks, ‘nationalism and religion', and 
ecumenical relations. 


'The new context of greater religious liberty', he said, ‘in a way opens up 
possibilities for greater ecumenical cooperation within all these countries. 
However, identification of particular confessions with resurgent nationalism 
poses new difficulties', Koshy said, and 'there are bound to be new tensions 
among churches in some parts of Europe’. 


More generally, he said, the ‘collapse of socialist governments in eastern 
Europe has led to widespread disillusionment and ideological confusion', 
challenging the church to help in a ‘new global search for a new model' of a 
‘just, participatory, and sustainable society'. 


After the presentations, several members of the committee, from eastern Europe 
and elsewhere, offered comments. 


A Finn suggested that to avoid a 'one-sided' assessment of the WCC role in 
eastern Europe during the last several years, the archives reflecting its 
"hidden diplomacy' should be opened ‘as far as possible’. 


A Greek recalled that contrary to the general eastern European situation, the 
situation of religion in Albania is still 'very, very grave'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.02 ::: SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH LEADER: HOPEFUL, BUT KEEP SANCTIONS 


Speaking (27 March) in Geneva to the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, and at a news conference, General Secretary Frank Chikane of the 
South African Council of Churches said he is hopeful that a new, unitary, 
non-racial, and non-sexist society is close at hand in South Africa. 


Agreeing that South African President F.W. De Klerk has made some important 
changes since he assumed power last year, Chikane said sanctions and other 
pressure on the white-minority-led South African government are still needed 
because ‘we do not believe that his good will alone will deliver the goods'. 


Sanctions should continue till the apartheid system is ‘'‘irreversibly' 
dismantled, he said. 


Chikane called changes in South Africa and the region in recent months, 
symbolised by the release from long-term detention of black leader Nelson 
Mandela, ‘exciting, encouraging, but also disturbing'. It is, he said, no 
longer ‘just a matter of faith' that a new day is coming in South Africa. 'I 
am convinced’, he said, ‘that we are close to negotiations’. 


Noting upcoming talks (11 April) between representatives of the African 
National Congress, a major anti-apartheid force in South Africa, and the 
government, Chikane said De Klerk has ‘acted to meet some of the conditions' 
necessary for negotiations about a new society, but some 'simple conditions’ 
remain to be met by the government - repeal of apartheid laws, unconditional 
release of all political prisoners, and allowing exiles to return home. 


‘The key issue', he said, ‘is whether South Africa wants to get rid of 
apartheid or not'. As long as apartheid laws remain in force, they may be 
applied selectively, particularly against 'the least of the people in society'. 


Reflecting on the role of the church in South Africa now, Chikane said it is 
not to negotiate on behalf of the people, but to facilitate and monitor 
negotiations. Once a new society comes, he said, the church task will include 
renewal, healing, and reconstruction. He said the responsibility of the 
church to reject certain laws and practices in society is 'not a matter of 
color', but a ‘question of justice’. 


Chikane said NGK and other white denominations in South Africa generally lag 
behind politicians, so that productive conversations between their official 
representatives and anti-apartheid church people are not possible till South 
African society is changed. But, he said, there are a ‘lot of good people' in 
white denominations, with whom talks on an individual, and unofficial basis 
can and do go on. 


Asked about the impact in South Africa of changes in eastern Europe, he said 
he hopes it will remove the ‘ideological cover' of ‘anti-communism' used by 
some to oppose the struggle against apartheid. He also expressed concern 
about an increase in immigration to South Africa from eastern Europe before 


_the society there is changed. 


Making briefer presentations at the plenary were three WCC presidents, Walter 
Makhulu, Lois Wilson, and Nita Barrow. Wilson and Barrow represented WCC at 
the Namibian independence ceremonies in March. 


Makhulu is the Anglican archbishop of Central Africa; he spoke about the 
Situation in countries around South Africa. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.03 ::: BAPTISTS: CHURCH TENSIONS REAPPEARING IN EAST EUROPE 


[This is edited and adapted from US-based Baptist Press.] 


As a measure of freedom returns to religious life in much of eastern Europe, 
old tensions between evangelicals and Roman Catholics and Eastern Orthodox 
have arisen again, Baptist leaders say. In many parts of Europe, evangelicals 
are few, command little public recognition, and are often considered to be 
cults, leading at times to problems with other church groups, especially in 
countries where one Christian tradition strongly dominates in numbers. 


In the Soviet Union, some Eastern Orthodox sources have distributed letters 
expressing negative sentiments about Martin Luther and the 16th-century church 
Reformation. That move has created a backlash of ill will against the Russian 
Orthodox Church, especially among Baptist young people, reports Alexei 
Bichkov, a vice president of the USSR Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists. 
'It was the same feeling we felt had disappeared', Bichkov told a group of 
eastern European Baptist leaders gathered to discuss future work. 


Questioned by Baptists about the new developments, Russian Orthodox leaders 
said the negative material was not authorized by them. In the new day of 
freedom, people can speak out as they like, they said. Baptists fear a move 
by some to give ROC special privileges at the expense of other denominations, 
Bichkov said, but ‘we are happy some very influential people in Orthodoxy 
stand for us'. Baptist leaders have begun discussions at several levels to 
keep Orthodox relations positive. 


Baptist leaders report similar tensions in Poland, Hungary, and Romania. 


Polish Baptists worry about increasingly close ties between the new government 
and the Roman Catholic Church, says Piotr Dajludzionek of the Baptist Union of 
Poland. Though relations between evangelical pastors and some Roman Catholic 
leaders continue to be good, he said, that is not the case in many smaller 
villages. . 


Hungarian Baptists are also concerned about the growing strength of Hungarian 
Roman Catholicism, says President Janos Viczian of the Baptist Union of 
Hungary. In one town, he says, a Roman Catholic priest forbade people to 
attend a planned Baptist crusade; another priest refused to let a Pentecostal 
pastor lead devotions in a Budapest hospital chapel, he adds. 


Baptists report tensions between themselves and Eastern Orthodox leaders also 
in parts of Romania, where Orthodox priests think 'Baptists are stealing their 
members', says Cornel Fedor, a Baptist from Comanesti. Many Romanian Orthodox: 
leaders tend to see Baptists as a sect, while many Baptists think Orthodox 
leaders were too close to the Ceausescu government before it was overthrown. 


Baptist suspicions are supported by Nicolae Stoicescu, the Romanian government 
minister of religion. He told reporters the Romanian Orthodox Church was 
under the 'direct control and supervision' of the Ceausescu secret police. 
Still, Stoicescu opposes church-state separation because the church has ‘a 
major role to play in rehabilitating the Romanian spirit'. 


Romanian Baptists have formed an evangelical alliance including Pentecostals, 
Brethren, and others to ‘'counterbalance' the Orthodox Church, said Nicolae 
Gheorgita, senior minister of a Baptist congregation in Oradea. On the other 
hand, one sign of positive Baptist-Orthodox relations in Romania is that 
Orthodox physicians have joined a Christian medical group in which Baptists 
and other evangelicals participate. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.04 ::: ZIMBABWE: SECOND ECUMENICAL ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE 


About 120 people from more than 30 denominations in Zimbabwe, and about two 
dozen ecumenical representatives from other parts of Africa, Europe, North 
America, and the World Council of Churches met for a second ‘ecumenical round 
table conference', in Harare (9-13 March). 


The conference reviewed the situation in Zimbabwe, as it nears the 10th 
anniversary of its independence. Among concerns and issues raised were the 
participation of women in church and society, the relationship between the 
Zimbabwe Council of Churches and the agency Christian Care, the acquisition of 
land for the landless, 'south-south' exchange programmes, and the possibility 
that development aid from western European and North American agencies might 
be diverted to eastern Europe at the expense of developing countries. 


It sent messages of solidarity to the South African Council of Churches and 
the Council of Churches in Namibia. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.05 ::: ESTONIANS CELEBRATE ARRIVAL OF BIBLES 

About 1000 Christians assembled in Tallinn last month to celebrate the arrival 
of 100 000 Estonian-language Bibles. The eucharist, filmed for tv, was 
presided over by Lutheran Archbishop Kuno Pajula. The Bibles were supplied 
through the Finnish Bible Society. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.06 ::: REACTIVATION OF RC HIERARCHY BRINGS GREEK ORTHODOX REBUKE 
Earlier this month, the Vatican formally reactivated the five Greek Catholic 
dioceses of Romania. In 1948, they were merged with the Romanian [Eastern] 
Orthodox Church. (Greek Catholics are Roman Catholics whose worship forms and 
social customs are much like those of Orthodox.) In a vigorous negative 
response, a bulletin of the [Eastern] Orthodox Church of Greece condemned the 
move, and raised the possibility that it would cut off official dialogue with 
Rome because of its move. The official Eastern Orthodox view is that Greek 
and other Eastern-rite Roman Catholics should either be Orthodox, or should 
use the same liturgical rites used by the overwhelming majority of Roman 
Catholics. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.07 ::: GHANA: JUDGE NULLIFIES ELECTION OF CHURCH MODERATOR 

A court in Ghana has nullified the election of N.K. Dzobo as moderator of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Ghana. The court ruled that an amendment to 
the denominational constitution allowing a person to be elected moderator for 
‘as long as he is capable' is null and void. Dzobo was elected in 1988 toa 
third term of four years, beginning in January 1989. Dzobo said he is ‘not 
perturbed at the accusation being levelled against me by a section of the 
faithful, and the ... court order nullifying my [third] election as moderator 
---.- 1 will obey my God rather than man. ... Any attempt ... to disrupt this 
call will not be to the glory of God'. The court decision followed the 
failure of proposals from a special committee designed to settle the dispute 
out of court. That committee also made recommendations concerning theological 
and financial issues raised in connection with the case. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.08 ::: NEW SOVIET PROPERTY RIGHTS FOR CHURCH REPORTED 

UK-based Keston College reports two new Soviet laws which ‘appear to give 
religious communities substantial new rights’. One allows’ religious 
organisations to have permanent or temporary tenure of land for ‘the purpose 
of agriculture or forestry', and the other says religious bodies may own 
buildings or other facilities ‘essential to their activities'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.09 ::: REFORMED LEADER WRITES ON SOUTH AFRICA 

In letters (23 March) to the heads of government of the United States, the 
United Kingdom, West Germany, France, Japan, and the Netherlands, General 
Secretray Milan Opocensky of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches urged 
them to 'sustain and even intensify economic sanctions against the Republic of 
South Africa until there is clear evidence of an irreversible process of 
negotiations between the government ... and representatives of now legally 
constituted political organizations’ there. A letter to South African 
President F.W. De Klerk urged him to ‘take all steps necessary' to establish 
such a process. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.10 ::: UNITING CHURCH: ORDINATION OF WOMEN 'CENTRAL TO FAITH" 

A 25-page document, 'Why Does the Uniting Church in Australia Ordain Women to 
the Ministry of the Word', endorsed last month (17-18 March) by the UCA 
standing committee, says ‘ordination without discrimination on grounds of 
gender is a fundamental implication of the gospel of God's love in Christ for 
all human beings'. One consequence of that is the UCA ministers and office 
bearers are not free to reject the ordination of women. The document notes 
that the ordination of women is a departure from ‘an almost universal practice 
of the church throughout most of history', but, it says, UCA believes that 
this change is ‘in obedience to the gospel'. In a related action, UCA has 
established a 14-member Commission on Women and Men to, among other things, 
‘develop more just relations between women and men in the church' and ‘respond 
to gender-related issues of justice in the wider community'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.11 ::: AUSTRALIA: UNITING CHURCH DENIES TV REPORT ON DRUG KAVA 

A spokesperson for the Uniting Church in Australia denied a national tv report 
that it introduced the narcotic drug kava into Aboriginal communities in one 
part of Australia, despite being aware of its harmful medical side effects. 
The report alleged that kava was flown into the communities in the name of 
UCA, and sold by church staff. UCA Mission Director John Brown said UCA 'does 
not and has never supplied the drug', and has been working with Aboriginal 
communities to combat undesirable side effects of kava. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.12 ::: ENGLAND: CHALLENGE TO ANGLICAN INVESTMENT POLICY 

A bishop and other members of the [Anglican] Church of England plan a legal 
challenge to the investment policy of the Church Commissioners, who consider 
themselves legally bound to seek the highest possible return on the 2.5 
billion (2500 million) UK pounds in capital they invest to provide income to 
pay large portions of the housing, pension, and salary costs of English 
Anglican clergy. Those challenging the policy say it is a 'friendly, rather 
than a hostile action'. They say the commissioners could legally consider 
themselves a charitable foundation, which is legally allowed to take its 
central, fundamental purposes into account when investing. Currently, the 
commissioners do not invest in companies whose business is mainly in South 
Africa, or who produce arms or alcoholic drinks. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.13 ::: SOVIET BAPTISTS REVISE STATISTICS DOWNWARD 

At its 44th Congress, in Moscow, Alexei Bichkov, then general secretary (now 
one of three vice presidents) of the USSR Union of Evangelical Christians-— 
Baptists, reported that recent membership figures for Soviet Baptists have 
been inflated by 100 £4percent. Instead of 500 000 members in 5000 
congregations, there are 250 000 members in 3000 congregations. ‘We really 
had not ever thought about the fact that statistics, too, should reflect the 
truth', he said. 'It never occurred to us before.' He said the discrepancies 
reflect the emigration of church members, the formation of a _ separate 
denomination by 42 000 Pentecostals, and the removal of the names of people 
who were baptized, but who do not wish to be listed as members. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.14 ::: AUSTRALIA: JOURNALISTS FORM SCOOP FOR CHRIST 

A new, Scoop for Christ, has been formed by Christians working in media or 
studying journalism. The group held an all-day seminar last month on 'Can 
Christians Survive in the Media'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.15 ::: METHODIST LITURGY FOR MISCARRIAGES CREATES CONTROVERSY 

A committee of the US-based United Methodist Church is now considering a new 
"service of hope' to comfort families grieving over a miscarriage. The 
liturgy refers to the miscarried foetus as 'this infant, the child of 
(name)'. Some critics say that language will give ammunition to opponents of 
legal abortion. The committee says it is going ahead with the liturgy, 
subject to approval by the 1992 UMC General Conference, because it was among 
the forms of worship most requested when the committee asked UMC pastors for 
suggestions. It contains alternative language for those who do not wish to 
refer to a foetus as a child. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.16 ::: MISS AMERICA ASKED TO EXERCISE CARE ON CHRISTIAN SONGS 

In response to a complaint from a Jewish group, Chief Executive Officer 
Leonard Horn of the Miss America Pageant says he has asked the current Miss 
America, Debbye Turner, to refrain from using songs with a Christian message 
in her presentations to children in state-run schools. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.17 ::: US ANGLICANS: ‘SUBSTANTIALLY ORTHODOX, OPEN TO CHANGE' 

A Gallup poll of members of the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church says it 
is ‘substantially orthodox in religious beliefs, committed to growth, open to 
change and new expressions of faith', and seeking more involvement in issues 
such as ecology, peace, and justice. The results suggest a ‘fairly clear 
[Episcopal] sense of direction and mission', according to pollster George 
Gallup Jr. He says the Episcopal membership decline since the 1960s has many 
causes, including ‘societal, lifestyle, and demographic factors', and is not 
much related to specific denominational controversies such as the introduction 
of a new prayer book and the ordination of women as priests in the 1970s. In 
response to questions on current Episcopal issues, 66 percent in the poll 
approved of the ordination of women as bishops, 64 percent disapproved of 
church sanction for ‘relationships between members of the same sex', and 49 
percent disapproved of '‘'non-sexist language in the psalms, and the liturgy'. 
Asked about the divinity of Jesus Christ, 57 percent said it means ‘he was in 
fact God living among people', and 26 percent said it means that 'while he was 
only a person, he was uniquely called by God to reveal God's purpose in the 
world'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.18 ::: LIBERIAN ANGLICAN BISHOP: MUSLIMS GAINING POWER, CONTROL 
George Browne, the Anglican archbishop of West Africa and bishop of Liberia, 
Says Islam is gaining power and control in Liberian society and government, 
and 'if we don't work hard now, my grandchildren will be living in a Muslim 
State’. Browne made his comments during a visit to the United States. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.19 ::: ROLE OF WEALTHY PARISHES DISCUSSED 

The fifth annual meeting of the Consortium of Endowed [US Anglican] Parishes 
considered ‘mission opportunities and challenges' for those congregations, 
which have a substantial amount of money in investments. James Fenhagen, dean 
of the Anglican seminary in New York City, told the 150 participants that the 
issue of mission is ‘always one of obedience', a response to the question, 
‘What is God calling to our attention that demands our response?' Another 
speaker, Ann Ulanov, on the faculty of Union Seminary in New York, said many 
envy endowed parishes, and some target them as ‘one of the oppressors ... 
because you have a pot of gold'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.20 ::: PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


B. Edgar Johnson, general secretary of the Church of the Nazarene, is the 
new president of the [US] National Association of Evangelicals. He succeeds 
John White. 


Christoph Demke, bishop of the Evangelical [United] Church of the Church 
Province of Saxony, is the new chairman of the Federation of Evangelical 
[Lutheran, United] Churches in the DDR (East Germany). He succeeds Werner 
Leich, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thuringia. 


Ron Wilson, the retired High Court judge who is president of the Uniting 
Church in Australia, has been appointed president of the Australian federal 
Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission. The Opposition says it would 
abolish the commission. 


Sam Amirtham, director of the Programme on Theological Education of the 
World Council of Churches, and acting director of the WCC Ecumenical 
Institute, is the new bishop in South Kerala of the [United] Church of South 
India. 


Debra Sheriff, associate ecumenical officer at the Council on Christian 
Unity of the [US] Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) resigned to become 
director of church relations at Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis. 


Torkom Manoogian, 71, is the new Armenian (Oriental Orthodox) patriarch of 
Jerusalem. Till now, he has been archbishop of the Eastern Diocese of the 
Armenian Church of America. He succeeds the late Yegishe II Derderian. 


Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, Anglican primate of all England, and 
the leading bishop in world Anglicanism, has announced his retirement 
effective at the end of January. Under church law, the latest he could retire 
is 2 October 1991, his 70th birthday. To appoint his successor, a 16-member 
Crown Appointments Commission gives a ranked list of two names to UK Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher. She may forward either name to Queen Elizabeth 
for appointment, or ask the commission to suggest other names. 


John of Karelia, archbishop of the Orthodox Church in Finland, is the first 
non-Lutheran to be moderator of the Finnish Ecumenical Council. He began his 
three-year term last month. About 90 percent of Finns are at least nominal 
Lutherans. The council includes 10 denominations. 


John Charles Stapert, editor of Church Herald, a publication of the Reformed 
Church in America, is the new executive director of Associated Church Press, » 
which groups nearly 200 Christian publications in North America. He succeeds 
the retiring Donald Hetzler. 


Laszl6 Tokés, the pastor whose conflicts with church and state authorities 
helped spark the revolution which overthrew Romanian leader Nicolae Ceausescu, 
has been elected one of the two bishops of the ethnic-Hungarian Reformed 
Church of Romania. The previous two bishops, who were criticized for their 
links to the former government, resigned early this year. Tokés succeeds 
Laszl6 Papp, who is now in France. A successor to Gyula Nagy was to be 
elected 3 April. 


From 1 September, Andrew Kirk, is head of the Department of Mission of Selly 


Oak Colleges (Birmingham, England). He is currently associate director of the 
London Institute for Contemporary Christianity. He succeeds Marcella Hoesl 


[EPS] : 
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EPS 90.04.21 ::: ECUVIEW: Seven Theses on Reformed Worship 


[This is excerpted from a working paper prepared by the worship committee for 
the 1989 General Council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. ] 


... 1) God's Word and the Role of Preaching: Reformed churches are considered 
to be ‘churches of the word'. Preaching plays a central role in worship. 

Do we not need to reach a deeper understanding of the term 'God's Word'? When 
God communicates through the 'Word', this means that God is revealed. But the 
Word spans over a variety of ways to communicate. The nature of worship is 
betrayed if it is reduced to exclusively verbal communication. 


2) The Role of the Community in Worship: The central role of preaching tends 
to make the community passive. Worship becomes primarily an act of 
listening. But isn't worship an occasion to respond collectively to the good 
news of forgiveness? If it is true that the church is to be defined as the 
"priesthood of believers', this must find expression also in worship. In the 
last analysis, the congregation is the subject of worship. Its active 
participation is essential - not only through singing but in many other ways. 


3) The Celebration of the Lord's Supper: In many Reformed churches, the 
Lord's Supper is celebrated only a few times a year. This is not biblical and 
is in contradiction with the intentions of the Reformers. ... Do we not have 
to review the present practice with regard to the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper? Should its celebration not be more frequent? 


4) Worship as Movement: Reformed churches tend to consider worship as an 
occasion to be confronted with the Word of God. The congregation gathers to 
expose itself to the Word as preached and to respond to its challenge 
collectively and individually. The liturgy fulfils the purpose of providing 
the framework for the act of proclamation. 


But is worship not rather to be understood as movement, in motion? The 
congregation comes together and moves forward together through various stages 
- adoration, praise, repentance, listening to the Scriptures, listening to the 
proclamation, confessing together the faith, intercession, praising God 
together through the celebration of the Lord's Supper, benediction and going 
out into the world. 


Each of these elements has its own value. The act of proclamation remains 
central. But the understanding of worship as a movement provides’ the 
opportunity of varied participation by the congregation. 


5) With Heart, Mind, and Hands: An adequate understanding of the 'Word' leads 
to giving room in worship to non-verbal elements. The gospel can be both 
communicated and responded through non-verbal means. Can the meaning of the 
gospel not be proclaimed through symbolic acts? Do we not have to give a more 
significant role in worship to corporeal expression, dance, drama, etc.? Do 
we attach enough importance to moments of silence in worship? 


6) The Role of Singing: The tradition of singing is very rich in the Reformed 
tradition. There is today considerable creativity in producing new hymns. 
It is important to share these gifts wth one another. If worship is to be 
understood as movement, short liturgical responses should be more often used. 
They give the congregation the opportunity of participating more fully in the 
movement of the liturgy. 


7) Intercession is to be regarded as an integral part of worship. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.22 ::: ECUVIEW: Chinese Pressure on Hong Kong 


[This item is from the newsletter of the Hong Kong Christian Institute. The 
Hong Kong population is about 5.7 million, including about 0.5 million 
Christians. The British colony reverts to Chinese control in mid-1997.] 


... In early October, when the Hong Kong government decided to put Yang Yang, 
the second best swimmer in China, on a plane bound for San Francisco, instead 
of sending him back to China, despite China's pleas and pledges, China decided 
to retaliate by refusing to take back the illegal immigrants from China, a 
standing procedure since 1982. 


Intense negotiations ensued in the next several days. Finally, an undertaking 
was sent to the New China News Agency on 26 October, to give China some 
understanding about the Hong Kong government's position. Let me share with 
you this letter: 


‘The Hong Kong government has no intention of allowing Hong Kong to be used as 
a base for subversive activities against the People's Republic of China. 
NCNA will have noticed the arrest of members of the 5 April action group 
outside their national day reception. They will also have noted that the 10 
October celebration passed off in a low-key way, and that the Hong Kong 
government has recently rejected a proposal for a permanent site for a replica 
Statue of democracy. No group in Hong Kong has any more tolerance than the 
law allows. The Hong Kong government will continue to have a prudent regard 
for the special circumstances of Hong Kong and the interests and concerns of 
the Chinese government.' 


This letter caused mixed reactions in Hong Kong. <<ies (OME: SS. het OUundaeLD 
comforting to learn that the Hong Kong government has made no other big 
concessions to China. But ... others ... felt that the Hong Kong government 
has compromised itself already too much. ... 


On 9 and 10 November, three active Chinese dissidents now residing in America 
and France ... were refused entry to Hong Kong despite the fact that they held 
valid visas issued by the respective British embassies. They came at the 
invitation of the Hong Kong Federation of Students to be speakers in a series 
of seminars on Chinese affairs. This move by the Hong Kong government is most 
obvious. It wants to demonstrate to China again that Hong Kong government does 
not allow Hong Kong to become a subversive or anti-revolutionary base. 


However, this kind of government action may cause Hong Kong citizens even more 
anxiety about Hong Kong's future. These actions imply in a most direct way 
that in order to survive, Hong Kong people should shut up. For it is often 
the case when one speaks up, one is to criticize, to say to the powers and 
principalities that they have made a decision or formulated a policy which 
reflects very poorly the wishes of the common people, or which is contrary to 
these people's interests and well-being. 


Time and again, the Chinese leadership told the Hong Kong citizens that they 
can do anything they like, including criticizing the government and the 
scolding of the Chinese leaders. Hong Kong people have no tangible means to 
topple the Chinese government. I doubt whether there are many who want to 
devote their life to work towards that cause. What Hong Kong people insist on 
is the right to speak their minds. The freedom of speech, a very basic human 
right, the right which ensures other human rights, must be continued in Hong 
Kong, even after 1997, if Hong Kong is to remain a thriving international 
city. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.23 ::: ECUTEXT: Youth and Students Ministry (II) 


[This is excerpted from a text released by the World Alliance of YMCAs, World 
YWCA, World Council of Churches (Sub-Unit on Youth), International Movement of 
Catholic Students, and World Student Christian Federation. Related item: EPS 
90.03.22.] 


--. Of course, we are aware that we are far from being the only lay Christian 
movements or organizations which are able to minister to youth and students 
nowadays. We do recognize the diversity of gifts and talents among those who 
work with and among youth and students around the planet. 


If anything, we acknowledge our inability and limitations to bear witness to 
the real need that youth and students feel for new patterns of life the world 
over. 


And yet, we are convinced that the communion which exists among ourselves, 
regardless how imperfect and partial it might be, allows us to bear common and 
ecumenical witness of God's liberating love in Jesus Christ, and to undertake 
joint actions in the service of human society. 


Thus as we look into the new and promising avenues for cooperation among our 
different organizations and networks, we also look for the committed response 
from our historical partners in this common ministry. 


As we strive to be instruments of God's plan and action in sustaining and 
redeeming the creation, we reassert our willingness to be instruments of the 
Church Universal in its ministry to young people and students. 


Accordingly, we call upon churches and sister ecumenical bodies to uphold and 
enhance our work and witness through an ecumenical sharing of resources where 
youth and student projects and programmes are no longer painfully neglected. 


Our plea is not so much for quotas or space in ecumenical gatherings, albeit 
they are truly important to young people and students for voicing their views 
and hopes in a wider forum. 


Our plea is more for the nourishment of local, national and international 
initiatives through which young people and students can grow together in their 
understanding of and the fulfilment of the ecumenical calling today and in the 
coming years. 


We should notice that the shortage of available funding for youth and student 
work sometimes leads to the unfortunate situation where we are forced to 
compete for funds with each other. This is aggravated when church agencies 
take decisions to cut funds for one in favour of another. 


We feel strongly that more resources need to be available to each organization 
to carry out our work effectively in our own way and with our own specific 
constituency. 


We remain firm in our conviction that a church which strives to renew itself 
to bear relevant witness in these last years of the second millennium, should 
enter into dialogue with those youth and students that hope to incarnate and 
extend this witness into the next century. 


It is our innermost hope that we can all enter into this dialogue in the 
nearest future. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.24 ::: ECUTEXT: Action Principles on Environment and TNCs 


[This is excerpted from the report of the summary conclusions of a symposium 
on transnational corporations (INCs) and the protection of the environment. 
The gathering was held under the auspices of the Special UN/NGO Committee on 
INGs last November in Geneva. NGOs are non-governmental organizations. The 
World Council of Churches is part of the committee.] 


--- (a) Ex-ante prevention of environmental pollution and degradation is 
better than ex-post correction, both from an environmental as well as an 
economic point of view. 


(b) ... Environmental goods and necessities (e.g. clear water, air, etc.) are 
considered as 'free' commodities without a market price, and [it is said] 
their use or misuse does not entail explicit cost to the user. ... [Such] 
market ... conditions will have to be adjusted in order to ... prevent that 
the current trend of environmental destruction will continue. 


(c) --.- Corporate accounting methods continue to externalize the costs to 
society and internalise the benefits to the firm. ... [One must] redefine the 
boundaries of traditional corporate accounting and reporting and take the 
economic and social responsibilities of enterprises into consideration. . 


(d) A conditio sine qua non for such a new method is full access to, and full 
disclosure of, information regarding corporate activities which impact 
environment and people. 


(Ce) Environmental management of corporations must be promoted through 
national and international legislation. 


(f£) Corporations should not apply different standards for environmental 
policies in different countries. If the use of products is forbidden in the 
country where they are produced because of the environmentally—-harmful 
effects, these products should not be exported .... 


(g) The ‘polluter pays' principle must be applied, with strict penalties for 
intransigent companies. Civil liability of corporations needs to be established 
in order to ensure that no use is made of unsafe technologies and products. 


(h) Environmental responsibility should be included in codes of conduct for 
corporate behaviour. 


(i) Hazardous waste should be dealt with at the place/country where it 
originates and not be exported to continents like Africa because it is more: 
profitable to do so. Hazardous waste should only be exported ...: if this is a 
more effective way of dealing with them, if this reduces possible ... harmful 
effects, and if it does negatively affect the people and their life support 
systems in those places and countries now or in the future. 


ee ee eh ee eS ee ee 


5) --. Workers' organizations have the right to know what substances are 
being used in the factory and what its known health effects are. They also 
have the right to decide whether to accept any potential risks inherent in 
working with such substances. 


Pe ry ee 


(kK) The search for solutions to environmental degradation should involve all 
parties concerned: governments, the UN, TNCs and NGOs. ... [EPS] 


Soca ressec Oe ce 
UMENICAL PRESS SERVICE .. 6 


2100, CH-1211 Geneva2 Phone: (41-22) 7916156 Fax: (41-22) 7981346 Telex: 415730 OIK CH Editor: Tom Dorris 


A STATS) 
(02/04) 
dv + 
FOR THE PERIOD 06-10 APRIL 1990 

WCC speaks on Middle East, eastern Europe, southern Africa rect EYR  fy220204229 
World Council acts on JPIC, and on Vatican group chi nee ne nee 
WCC: ‘unconditional opposition' to death penalty ey yes vod 
WCC approves news service, new members; warned on funds 4 a om 28 
WCC committee postpones reorganisation proposals | sax 29 
New staff at World Council of Churches HE | mare 18) 
Elections in Nicaragua: church reaction varies ee rol 
US study: good Christian education prevents faith dropouts ai i. Pc 
USA: theologians, ethicists meet on peace issues We a tela ee 
USA: ecumenical meeting on ministry issues | . 34 
USSR: church reps part of Chernobyl telethon vhs, aS) 
US Baptist agency board nixes ‘pro choice' abortion speakers . 36 
RC archbishop cancels deacon-formation program over women ey 
Baptists urge lifting of Bangladesh ban on a Bible version pe 
ECUTEXTS: WCC Statement on Romania oa 39 
WCC Statement on Central and Eastern Europe -40 

ECUVIEW: Christians and the Middle East Tee Tat 


nical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
irld Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
arily those of the WCC or the partners. 


. 
+t 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 57 / Issue 13 
SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.05.47 is the 43d item 
appearing in May 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 USA, 52.50 CDN, 55 AUS, 69.50 NZ, 69.50 CH, 85 BRD, 95 NL, 
275 FF, 275 SK, or 275 Indian. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is 
looking for an executive secretary for its Department of Cooperation and 
Witness. Deadline for applications is 1 June. The post is to be filled in 
August, and the person is to begin work 1 January. 


Focus of the new WCC Youth Newsletter (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is youth 
and poverty. ; 


The annual report of the Irish Council of Churches is available from ICC at 
48 Elmwood Ave, Belfast BT9 6AZ. 


A report on its 1989-90 activities and plans is available from the WCC 
Commission on Faith and Order, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) has 
published the minutes of its 22nd General Council, last August in Seoul. 


A report on the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox consultation last December on 
the theme of the upcoming WCC assembly is available from WCC/F&0, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. | 


Available from the World Alliance of YMCAs, 37 quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva: a 
leaflet outlining the aim, purpose, structure, role, functions, and 
priorities of the alliance; and a report, Towards World YMCA Action on 
Palestinian Issues. 


Available from WCC/Women, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Church and Culture, 
report from the WCC-organized Orthodox Women's Consultation last January in 
Crete (EPS 90.02.25,26). 


Special thanks to Marlin VanElderen, editor of the WCC magazine One World, 
and to EPS administrative assistant Désirée De Rycke, whose extra work during 
the Central Committee meeting helped make EPS coverage of it in this and 
previous issues possible. 


Available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 


Clearing the Way: En Route to an Ecumenical Spirituality (#43 in the Risk 
book series), by Gwen Cashmore and Joan Puls: 8.90 Swiss, 5.75 US, or 3.75 UK. 


The San Antonio Report (from the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
in May 1989), edited by Frederick Wilson: 22.50 Swiss, 14.95 US, or 8.95 UK. 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.04.25 ::: WCC SPEAKS ON MIDDLE EAST, EASTERN EUROPE, SOUTHERN AFRICA 


At its meeting in Geneva (25-30 March), the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches approved statements on South Africa, central and eastern 
Europe, and Romania; endorsed an ecumenical ‘'call to prayer for peace in the 
Holy Land'; and sent a ‘message to the churches in Lebanon'. The eastern 
Europe and Romania texts (EPS 90.04.40,39) - especially the latter - prompted 
the most debate. 


The committee welcomed recent changes in central and eastern Europe. It said 
they are bringing 'new liberties and processes towards participatory democracy 
to many countries', but also deplored 'that the people of Albania are still 
deprived of any religious freedom, and of their most elementary human rights’. 


The committee also listed several ‘disturbing trends' connected with the 
changes, including ‘the triumphalist claims being made by some about the 
capitalist system', emerging conflicts related to demands by ethnic minorities 
and nationalities for self-determination, and ‘rising Eurocentrism'. 


Romania was a major talking point during the committee meeting (EPS 90.03.97, 
98,99; 04.01). Several committee members called for an explicit statement of 
repentance for not speaking clearly and publicly enough against the now- 
overthrown Ceausescu government. But others said the committee had nothing to 
repent about, because, while it may have made mistakes, it meant to act and 
speak so as to help the church and people in Romania. 


One opponent of the Romania text called it a ‘self-serving declaration in 
defence of a sad chapter in the history of the WCC'. But Lois Wilson (United, 
Canada), moderator of the committee that prepared the draft, argued against 
including language of repentance or regret. She said the committee had acted 
with the advice of 'duly elected church leaders' from Romania. ‘Our judgement 
may have been mistaken, but some of us do not think we made a mistake.' 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, recalling that WCC was ‘silent during the 
worst years' of military rule in Argentina, asked, ‘Are we trying to defend 
the Romanian people or are we trying to justify ourselves? What do we need to 
repent of if we were trying to help the Romanian people? ... Let us confess 
our wrongness, but let us not go beyond that.' 


At one stage during discussion, two additions were proposed. In one, the 
committee was to ‘confess our shortcomings to our Romanian sisters and 
brothers, repent of our failure to speak out forthrightly, and seek their 
forgiveness for our omission'. That was defeated 34-55 (6 abstentions). 
Accepted (62-18, 14 abstentions) was an addition in which the committee 
‘regrets its mistaken judgement in failing to speak adequately' about Romania. 


On South Africa, the committee supported 'the process of negotiations as the 
best means for resolving the problems of South Africa', and called for ‘an end 
to the violence, for restraint in the activities of the police and the 
Security forces, and for reconciliation in order to ensure a peaceful 
transition to a just dispensation’. 


The prayer call endorses an initiative of the Middle East Council of Churches 
for ‘churches around the world to join the churches in Jerusalem for prayers 
for peace in the Holy Land' between Palm Sunday and Pentecost (8 April - 3 
June). The Lebanon appeal urges an ‘immediate and permanent ceasefire, and ~™ 
a complete cessation of all forms of hostilities', and reaffirms Lebanese 
"unity and sovereignty', and 'Christian-Muslim coexistence'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.04.26 ::: WORLD COUNCIL ACTS ON JPIC, AND ON VATICAN GROUP 


Meeting in Geneva (25-30 March), the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches transmitted to WCC members the Sixth Report of the WCC-Vatican Joint 
Working Group (JWG; EPS 90.03.71 and 100). 


The committee also reaffirmed WCC commitment to continue an ecumenical process 
for justice, peace and the integrity of creation (JPIC), describing it as ‘at 
the heart of an ecumenical vision for the next millennium’. 


Both are expected to be the focus of major discussion and action at the WCC 
Seventh Assembly, in Canberra, Australia, next February. 


The committee asked WCC members to study the JWG report and its appendices (on 
‘the church, local and universal’ and on ‘the hierarchy of truths'). It said 
assembly discussion of the report and of ‘every aspect of relationships with 
the Roman Catholic Church' should include consideration of ‘difficulties in 
the field of collaboration on social thought and action'. 


Several committee members stressed that divisions arising out of ethical 
issues warrant further WCC-Roman Catholic investigation. This is one theme 
identified by the committee for future JWG concentration. Others are ‘visible 
unity and common witness', mixed marriages, the relation of bilateral and 
multilateral theological dialogues, and 'reciprocity' in WCC and Roman 
Catholic participation in each other's activities. 


Several committee members underlined the importance of the committee 
recommendation that JWG explore how WCC could assist with ‘'the painful 
problems of the Uniates' (Roman Catholic Christians whose liturgical forms and 
social customs are much like those of Orthodox). 


While praising the work of a Roman Catholic-Eastern Orthodox commission on 
problems of Uniate churches in western Ukraine, Kirill of Smolensk (Eastern 
Orthodox, USSR) noted that its successful negotiations have not yet had 
practical results. The need to continue this dialogue was echoed by John 
Radano, a Vatican delegated observer at the committee meeting. He called the 
Uniate problem complex, involving millions of believers in the Ukraine and 
rooted in their 'brutal repression’ under Stalin. 


In order for the JPIC process to continue 'up to and beyond' the assembly, the 
committee said, structural arrangements and resources will be needed so WCC 
can ‘provide a centre of exchange, information and challenge for churches and 
movements'. It called for regional JPIC meetings and further cooperation with 
the Roman Catholic Church ‘on all levels', but did not specifically recommend 
(as some suggested) a second JPIC world convocation. 


(In its response to the JWG report, the committee cited the Roman Catholic 
role in the JPIC process as an example of difficulties in collaboration on 
social issues. The Vatican had turned down an invitation to co-sponsor the 
world convocation on JPIC; and subsequently decided to send 20 advisers to the 
convocation rather than the 50 voting participants WCC had suggested.) 


Among JPIC-related issues the assembly should take up, the committee said, are 
the meaning of ‘'covenant' and '‘'conciliarity' and the ‘interconnectedness of 
ethics and ecclesiology'. The committee called on the assembly to 'renew' the 
call by the WCC Sixth’ Assembly (Vancouver, Canada, 1983) to engage the 
churches to commit themselves to work together on JPIC. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.04.27 ::: WCC: ‘UNCONDITIONAL OPPOSITION' TO DEATH PENALTY 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (meeting in Geneva, 
25-30 March) declared ‘its unconditional opposition to the death penalty', and 
urged governments to ratify an international covenant to abolish it. 


In a statement adopted unanimously (one abstention), the committee also asked 
WCC members for several things, including development of ‘theological and 
biblical resources' to aid abolition efforts and to question’ the 
biblical-theological rationale many proponents of the death penalty offer. 


Although it has not previously made an explicit statement rejecting the death 
penalty, in 1971 the committee urged churches to promote abolition efforts ‘as 
a significant expression of our belief in the sanctity of life'. 


During the debate, several committee members noted the growing problem of 
‘extrajudicial executions' in many parts of the world. Jun Sabug 
(Independent, Philippines) spoke of efforts to restore capital punishment in 
his country. (It is banned by the 1987 constitution.) Those behind this 
campaign, he said, also want to specify a wide list of crimes for which it 
could be used. 


Neville de Souza (Anglican, Jamaica), expressing agreement with the statement, 
warned against seeing opposition to capital punishment as 'just a principle in 
abstraction'. In poor countries like his, with a growing rate of violent 
crime, he said, abolition of the death penalty puts great economic pressures 
on the government, which must increase funds for prisons and rehabilitation. 


Kirill of Smolensk (Eastern Orthodox, USSR) noted the need to 'prepare public 
opinion'. Statements by his church opposing the death penalty, he said, ‘are 
our most unpopular declarations' with the faithful, given fears among the 
population faced with a growing crime rate. 


On another issue, the committee okayed several recommendations on WCC human- 
rights work, particularly related to the transfer of the functions and 
executive staff position of its Human Rights Resources Office for Latin 
America to its Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


That transition takes place during the next two or three years. HRROLA began 
in 1975. 


The principles include 'primary emphasis' on ‘traditional (civil and 
political) ... human rights', with ‘social, economic, and cultural aspects of 
human rights' handled in other WCC programmes; an emphasis on 'the unique 
[WCC] contribution' in human rights; and an attempt to anticipate 
human-rights issues that might otherwise remaine unaddressed. 


The committee did not suggest centralized WCC human-rights activities, but did 
urge ‘greater coordination’ among parts of the council involved in them. It 
asked for more WCC human-rights ‘mobilization and advocacy'. 


In another action, it urged WCC members to support the work of the Ecumenical 
Development Cooperative Society, and the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund. Since 
1964, the fund, established in 1946, has been linked to the WCC inter-church 
aid commission. The society, an independent entity, was established by the 
WCC in 1974. Both were urged to ‘explore opportunities for further 
cooperation'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.04.28 ::: WCC APPROVES NEWS SERVICE, NEW MEMBERS; WARNED ON FUNDS 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches approved a proposal for 
an Ecumenical News Service (ENS), and admitted four new WCC members. Meeting 
in Geneva (25-30 March), it also heard a warning on WCC finances. 


ENS would be sponsored by, but separate from, the World Council of Churches 
and other global, ecumenical or confessional bodies, such as the Lutheran 
World Federation and World Alliance of Reformed Churches, both of which have 
approved it in principle. 


If they and/or other organisations approve later this year, ENS could begin 
operations sometime in 1992. Till then, Ecumenical Press Service, which is 
funded by WCC, and similar agencies would continue. 


The proposal also projects a WCC Office of Information and Interpretation to 
see to ‘interpretation and advocacy of WCC concerns and activities’, and an 
Ecumenical News Network, to be formed by ENS and other regional or national 
ecumenical or confessional news entities. 


The new WCC members would be one Reformed and three Lutheran denominations - 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Zimbabwe, Reformed Church in Zimbabwe, and Christian Protesant [Lutheran] 
Angkola Church [in Indonesia]. (Because its membership is less than 25 000, 
the Indonesian denomination would be a WCC associate member). 


The membership of the four takes effect in six months, assuming not more than 
a third of the current membership objects. At that time, WCC membership would 
rise to 31l. 


In its report, the fimance committee spoke of a ‘growing deficit situation 
which must be addressed in both programmatic and financial terms'. It added 
that '1990 and 1991 will continue to be difficult years. While they are not 
years of impending disaster, this is a period in which difficult decisions are 
required in order that the transition to a new Central Committee [at the WCC 
Seventh Assembly next February] will occur in a financially stable atmosphere.' 


The committee approved a revised 1990 net expenses budget of 42.5 million 
Swiss francs. Income is projected at 38 million, with 3 million to be 
transferred from fund balances. The projected shortfall is about 0.9 million. 
Pending a review by the WCC Executive Committee in September, spending on the 
1990 budget was limited to 95 percent of its total (about 40.4 million). 


The committee approved documents and suggestions related to worship at the 
upcoming assembly, the assembly theme and sub-themes, and the report of the 
planning committee for the assembly. The theme/sub-theme document is to be 
‘revised and edited with particular attention ... to style and language', so 
it is 'clear and understandable’. 


Concern was expressed about the current proportion of youth - 7.5 percent - 
among those so far named to be among the approximately 1000 assembly 
delegates. At its meeting in 1988, the committee set a goal of 20 percent 
youth (people under 30), and 40 percent women among assembly delegates. 


The committee endorsed a tentative timetable between now and 1995 for a 
process to help develop a ‘common understanding of WCC' In line with 
committee action last July, the process also is to consider the relationship 
of WCC to its members, non-members, and other Christian groups. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.04.29 ::: WCC COMMITTEE POSTPONES REORGANISATION PROPOSALS 


Meeting in Geneva (25-30 March), the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches voted 51-40 to refer two documents on proposals to reorganise WCC 
programmes (EPS 90.03.101) to its successor committee, to be elected at the 
WCC Seventh Assembly next February. 


Asked at a news conference whether this sort of action could be considered a 
"defeat', given his strong support for changes, WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro said it is not a question of victory or defeat, but of ‘common search' 
for the best way to go about WCC business. 


The decision puts proposed changes on hold. At least temporarily, it halts 
work on reorganisation initiated by the committee at its meeting last July. 
Earlier, the committee approved a timetable for consultations during the next 
several years on a ‘common understanding' of WCC (EPS 90.04.28). This could 
have implications for constitutional or other changes. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.30 ::: NEW STAFF AT WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


The Executive and Central Committees of the World Council of Churches have 
approved several new staff appointments: 


Michael Davies (United, England), moderator of the Thames North Province of 
the United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom, and a trained accountant, is 
the new assistant general secretary for finance and administration. 


Jacques Nicole (Reformed, Switzerland) is the new director of both the 
Programme on Theological Education and the Ecumenical Institute. He is now on 
the faculty of Pacific Theological College in Suva (Fiji). 


Samuel Isaac (India, United) is the new deputy director of the Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. He is currently CICARWS 
secretary for personnel and human resource development. 


Kenneth Mubu (Zambia, Baptist) is to be the new editor of Ecumenical Press 
Service, starting sometime after the WCC Seventh Assembly, next February. He 
is currently communications officer at the Botswana Christian Council. He 
begins at EPS later this year as associate editor. 


Francis Muhungi Kamyoro (Kenya, Lutheran) is the new director of the 
Ecumenical Church Loan Fund. He is now a consultant to the fund. 


Patrick Taran (USA, Quaker), is the new secretary for migration. Now, he is 
program development coordinator with the immigration and refugee program of 
Church World Service (part of the [US] National Council of Churches). 


Anu Talvivaara (Finland, Eastern Orthodox) is the new program secretary in 
the Sub-Unit on Youth. She continues as general secretary of Syndesmos, The 
World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth. 


Michel Monjol (France, Roman Catholic) is a new unit finance officer. He is 
currently an acting unit finance officer. 


Catherine Inoubli (France, Roman Catholic) is the new administrative 
assistant for computer applications’ training. Currently, she is an 
administrative assistant in the WCC personnel office. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.04.31 ::: ELECTIONS IN NICARAGUA: CHURCH REACTION VARIES 
[This item is adapted from material from US-based Religious News Service.] 


As a devout Roman Catholic president takes office in Nicaragua later this 
month, Roman Catholic church officials there are confident relations with the 
new government will be healthy and mutually respectful. But some evangelical 
Christians are worried that the new church-state relationship will be too cosy. 


After a decade of stormy relations between the former government and Roman 
Catholic leaders, the election of Violeta Chamorro signals the beginning of a 
new era. For years, she has maintained a close friendship with Miguel 
Cardinal Obando y Bravo, the Roman Catholic archbishop of Managua. 


Outgoing President Daniel Ortega once said that 'if Christ had found Obando in 
the temple, he would have driven him out with a whip', but Chamorro refers to 
the prelate as ‘the great shepherd of the Nicaraguan people'. During her 
campaign she promised to help build him ‘a dignified cathedral' to replace the 
Managua structure still in ruins from the 1972 earthquake. 


Obando y Bravo was obviously pleased by the Chamorro victory. In a festive 
eucharist for the president-elect, Chamorro sat in the sanctuary while the 
prelate praised her as ‘the president of all Nicaraguans'. The Roman Catholic 
bishops have congratulated the new government. They also commended the 
defeated government for its ‘democratic attitude’ in accepting the outcome, 
but warned it to turn over to Chamorro ‘each and every one' of its powers. 


It is expected that conservative Roman Catholic groups will find a welcome 
here following the Chamorro victory. The president-elect has appointed Carlos 
Mantica as her religious adviser. A millionaire, he heads Ciudad de Dios, the 
Nicaraguan chapter of Sword of the Spirit, a US-based charismatic group. 
Several Chamorro family members and business associates are members of it. 


Three days after the Chamorro victory, her La Prensa newspaper reported that a 
plane chartered by the Americares Foundation landed 23 ttons of medical 
supplies at Managua airport. An anti-communist relief group sponsored 
primarily by the Knights of Malta, Americares has provided material supplies 
to the anti-government contras, and to military governments in Guatemala and 
El Salvador. La Prensa showed a smiling Obando y Bravo receiving the ae 
of supplies, reportedly destined for church-run clinics in Managua. 


The Chamorro victory has left some evangelicals worried about a return to the 
days of discrimination against non Roman Catholics. Many older Nicaraguan 
evangelicals can tell stories about worship services being disrupted by 
stone-throwing Roman Catholic mobs, often led by a priest. 


Guillermo Osorno, a Pentecostal pastor and broadcaster, says he expects ‘a 
religious war' to break out. The former government, was 'neither Catholic nor 
evangelical’, but ‘respected us', he says, 'but now the Catholics are going to 
reign again, and the cardinal will be the strong man here in Nicaragua’. 
Gilberto Aguirre, executive director of the Council of Evangelical Churches, 
says evangelical leaders have asked for an urgent meeting with Chamorro to 
address their concerns. During the campaign, she declined to meet with them. 


The Vatican ambassador to Nicaragua, Paulo Giglio, rejects such fears. He 
says Chamorro has 'very Christian and ecumenical attitudes', and evangelicals 
who ‘don't get involved in politics' will not have any problems, he predicts. 
[EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 90.04.32 ::: US STUDY: GOOD CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PREVENTS FAITH DROPOUTS 

A national study of 11 000 people from 561 randomly-chosen congregations from 
six church bodies - Disciples, Lutheran (ELCA), Reformed (PCUSA), United 
(UCC), Methodist (UMC), and Baptist (SBC) - says the quality and duration of 
Christian education at the local level has a direct link to the number of 
church members who are loyal to their denominations. "By concentrating on 
their ultimate purpose of nurturing an ongoing growth in faith, congregations 
appear to gain the kind of commitment that thwarts dropout, switching, and 
inactivity', the report explains. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.33 ::: USA: THEOLOGIANS, ETHICISTS MEET ON PEACE ISSUES 

A score of theologians and ethicists from more than a dozen denominations met 
near Chicago last month (17-19 March) to discuss recent church documents on 
peace, and plan an October 1991 consultation. One co-chair of the meeting, 
Marlin Miller, president of Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries (Elkhart, 
Indiana) said ‘we do not expect traditional differences that have been 
divisive for centuries to be overcome in a weekend. We are trying to critique 
our differing understandings more fairly', notably the minority 'pacifist' and 
majority ‘'just-war' traditions. Jeffrey Gros, faith-and-order director at the 
[US] National Council of Churches, said 'we may no longer persecute the peace 
[pacifist] churches, but we've not yet found a way of adequately learning from 
them, and being enriched by their spirituality'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.34 ::: USA: ECUMENICAL MEETING ON MINISTRY ISSUES 

Representatives of four US denominations - Lutheran (ELCA), Methodist: (UMC), 
Reformed (PCUSA), and Brethren - currently studying issues of ministry updated 
the Faith and Order Commission of the [US] National Council of Churches at its 
meeting in Chicago last month (15-17 March). Commission director Jeffrey Gros 
called the ministry issue 'central to ecumenical discussions'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.35 ::: USSR: CHURCH REPS PART OF CHERNOBYL TELETHON 

Two years ago (26 April), the Chernobyl nuclear accident took place near 
Kiev. In a 24-hour ‘Chernobyl telethon' to be televised on the anniversary, 
church representatives are to be among those urging contributions in money, 
kind, and services to aid victims of the accident. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.36 ::: US BAPTIST AGENCY BOARD NIXES 'PRO CHOICE' ABORTION SPEAKERS 
Trustees of the Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
voted 12-11 to ask the executive director of the agency to ‘refrain ... from 
inviting speakers who support the so-called pro-choice position on abortion' 
to address SBC-sponsored meetings. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.37 ::: RC ARCHBISHOP CANCELS DEACON-FORMATION PROGRAM OVER WOMEN 
Raymond Hunthausen, the Roman Catholic archbishop in Seattle (Washington/USA), 
has suspended a plan to form more deacons ‘until the issue of women's role in 
the church is more adequately addressed'. Currently, only men may be ordained 
Roman Catholic deacons. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.38 ::: BAPTISTS URGE LIFTING OF BANGLADESH BAN ON A BIBLE VERSION 
Leaders of the Baptist World Alliance have sent a letter to Bangladesh 
President Hossain Ershad asking him to lift a ban on the importation and 
possession of a Bengali translation of the New Testament known as Injil 
Sharif. Islam is the state religion in Bangladesh. The version in question 
uses ‘Allah', the common Islamic word, to refer to God. Christians make up 
about 0.3 percent of the population of Bangladesh of 110 million. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 90.04.39 ::: ECUTEXT: WCC Statement on Romania 


[This statement was approved by the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches 30 March (EPS 90.04.25). In the text, CEC refers to the Conference 
of European Churches. ] 


The World Council of Churches welcomes warmly the process of democratization 
in Romania. From the middle of November 1989, the WCC has publicly on several 
occasions affirmed its solidarity with the Romanian people. It protested 
against repression and massacre of the people. 


The WCC sent delegations to Romania and assured the churches and the people of 
its support in the rebuilding of the nation. It has in cooperation with 
related agencies provided humanitarian assistance in Romania and to the 
refugees in Hungary. 


The issue of human rights in Romania came before the Central Committee both in 
Hanover (1988) and Moscow (1989). The general secretaries of the WCC and the 
CEC had on several occasions prior to and after those meetings called the 
attention of member churches in Romania to the widespread concern about the 
human rights situation in Romania. 


The Central Committee in Moscow felt, in view of the circumstances prevailing 
at that time, it was unable to be more forthright in the criticism of the 
previous Romanian regime and to speak more openly against the violations of 
human rights there because it believed by doing so the life and liberty of 
innocent people would be further put at risk. 


The Central Committee recognizes that there are instances where public 
pronouncements on situations may not be advisable. As the CWME conference in 
Melbourne stated (as quoted in 'The Role of the WCC in International Affairs', 
Central Committee 1985): 


'There is a need to express repentance about our inability to be more specific 
in particular cases. This reflects both the painful situation many people 
continue to find themselves in and the sensitivity we feel towards these where 
specific mention might be dangerous.' 


The Central Committee, meeting in Geneva in March 1990: 


— regrets its mistaken judgement in failing to speak adequately about this 
situation at its Moscow meeting. 


— reaffirms its solidarity with the people of Romania as they build new social 
and political institutions that would ensure freedom and justice for all; 


— expresses concern about the recent ethnic conflict in Romania and hopes that 
measures will be taken to ensure the legitimate rights of ethnic minorities; 


— recalls the recommendations of the Central Committee meetings at Hanover and 
Moscow, and asks the general secretary to hold consultations among churches in 
the region and to take other appropriate steps to facilitate the resolution of 
ethnic conflicts; 


— assures the churches in Romania of its prayerful support in their efforts 
for reconstruction and reconciliation. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.40 ::: ECUTEXT: WCC Statement on Central and Eastern Europe 


[The following is excerpted from a ‘Statement on Issues Arising out of 
Developments in Central and Eastern Europe' approved by the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches (30 March 1990). It is subject to slight 
editorial revisions later, notably addition of a reference to the church role 
ean dealing with the situation of ethnic, religious, and cultural minorities. 
In the text, CEC refers to the Conference of European Churches. ] 


The Central Committee ... welcomes the developments in Central and Eastern 
Europe which are bringing in new liberties and processes towards participatory 
democracy to many countries including the Soviet Union, Hungary, Poland, the 
German Democratic Republic, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Romania, and Yugoslavia. 


We pay tribute to the special role that youth have played within some of these 
countries to bring about change. 


We rejoice with the churches in these new developments and in the subsequent 
possibilities for renewal and diaconal service. 


At the same time, however, we deplore the fact that the people of Albania are 
still deprived of any religious freedom, and of their most elementary human 
rights. 


We share also the pain of these times with our brothers and sisters in Central 
and Eastern Europe. As was stated in the final message of the Conference of 
European Churches/R.C. Bishops' Conferences' Assembly on Peace with Justice: 


‘This time of hope and expectation also brings new dangers. The new space 
means old problems can come to the surface again and the process of 
transformation itself as with all processes of such kind, is bound to invite 
its own conflicts as well ... 


‘It is a painful process .... We plead let this process of transformation be 
also a process of reconciliation .... Let there be openness to the claims and 
rights of the other side.' 


We pay tribute to the churches in these countries who under difficult 
circumstances witnessed to the faith and to those who suffered for their 
faithfulness. 


In the last 40 years of the ecumenical movement, the member churches of the 
WCC and CEC have sought to help these churches to survive and to be faithful. 
An important mechanism for this support was provided through active 
participation in the Churches' Human Rights Programme for the Implementation 
of the Helsinki Final Act. 


However, the actions of the WCC and CEC have not always been adequate or fully 
understood. With the advice of church leaders the ecumenical community has 
sought to fully support the efforts of the churches to maintain the right to 
exist; to be a Christian presence; and by letters of protest and quiet 
intervention to advocate on behalf of individuals and communities who were 
persecuted. 


These approaches brought with them both results and tensions, and required the 
ecumenical movement to discern the right way, for the right moment. The time 
to speak and the time to be silent were not always obvious. The time has now 
come to share that history openly. [over] 


eastern europe/2 


As we look forward, we acknowledge disturbing trends resulting from recent 
developments not only for Europe but also for the whole world. Amongst these 
are: 


— the triumphalist claims being made by some about the capitalist system in 
response to the collapse of post-World-War-II-socialism; 


—- the conflicts emerging from the demands of ethnic minorities and 
nationalities for self—determination; 


-— the resurgence of racial and religious tensions; 
— the attempts to revitalize the Union of Brest of 1596; 


- rising Eurocentrism wherein the struggles of the people of the Two-Thirds 
World may be neglected as governments, churches, and agencies redirect their 
policies and aid programmes to Europe; and 


—- claims by some that there were no churches in central and eastern Europe 
before the developments of the last six months. 


In response to these trends, the churches are challenged to: 


— search for new values, new economic models, and a new vocabulary that 
responds to the changing political climate; 


— speak out for justice and basic human rights; 
— act in solidarity with the South; 


- affirm that the churches in central and eastern Europe have, under very 
difficult circumstances, witnessed to the gospel, and that it was the 
privilege of the ecumenical movement to be with them in fellowship and to 
encourage them in their task. 


... The Central Committee ... calls upon the member churches to: 


— enter into dialogue with the churches in Europe in the search for new models 
of social and political justice, ensuring widest possible participation in 
decision-making structures; 


— invite and challenge the churches in Europe to share their understanding of 
the sources of and solutions to current and potential conflicts and the role 
that the churches might play, in resisting any attempts to resolve conflict 
through military means; 


— ensure that governments, churches and agencies' responses to changes in 
Central and Eastern Europe do not further marginalize the Two Thirds world, 
and our collective commitment to global justice. 


— include in their prayers and concerns the hundreds of thousands of voiceless 
believers in Albania, who continue to be oppressed and deprived 
constitutionally of religious freedom. 


The Central Committee commends the initiative by CEC for calling the special 
church leaders meeting in April 1990 on the new situation in Europe and 
requests the CEC to share with the church leaders the concerns of this 
statement and to support the actions recommended. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.41 ::: ECUVIEW: ‘Christians and the Middle East' (Marc Ellis) 


[Ellis is a rabbi who directs the Institute for Justice and Peace programme at 
the Roman Catholic center at Maryknoll (New York/USA). This is excerpted from 
an article in Ecumenical Trends, newsletter of the Graymoor Ecumenical 
Institute in Garrison (New York/USA).] 


The ecumenical dialogue between Jews and Christians, at least as we have known 
it since the Second Vatican Council, is over. Or to put it more succinctly, 
the dialogue has reached an impasse which can only be surmounted with an 
honesty which heretofore has been absent. 


With this honesty comes an unexpected reversal. If Jewish participants in the 
ecumenical dialogue have generally set the agenda for almost three decades, 
today it is imperative for Christians to now take the lead. This is because 
the essential framework of the dialogue has shifted from an accounting for 
Christian complicity in the suffering of the Jews, most recently in the 
Holocaust, to a Jewish need for repentance in the oppression of the 
Palestinian people. ... 


From the beginning, the emphasis in the dialogue between Christians and Jews 
has been on historic Christian anti-Jewishness and the saga of Jews as an 
innocent suffering people. Thus Christians have been asked to look at their 
history through the travail of the Jews, with the concomitant 
re-interpretation of anti-Judaic elements within, for example, the New 
Testament, church teachings, and ritual expressions of faith. ... 


But the ecumenical dialogue has also been raised in the context of what might 
be termed the ‘ecumenical deal', that is the recognition that biblical 
patrimony and contemporary Jewish history lead to an embrace of a particular 
theme of post-Holocaust Jewish life, commitment to the state of Israel. 


From the Jewish side, the embrace of Israel as central to Jewish survival and 
continuation as a people is suggested - often demanded - and is linked with 
the authenticity of Christian repentance for past sins against the Jewish 
people. Therefore — within the context of the ecumenical deal - any retreat 
on the Christian side in support of Israel is ipso facto a retreat from 
Christian repentance in relation to Jewish suffering. 


Within this framework, from the Jewish side, it makes perfect sense to equate 
criticism of Israel with anti-Jewishness. From the Christian side, it makes 
perfect sense to question whether a Christian critique of Israel is in fact 
anti-Jewish. Thus the ecumenical deal is characterized by a demand on the 
Jewish side and silence on the Christian side. ... 


Since the beginning of the Palestinian uprising in December 1987, but also 
earlier with the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and the _ entrenched 
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, Christian and Jewish support for the 
expansionist and militaristic policies of the state of Israel can no longer be 
disguised. Just as Jews have spoken to Christians of complicity and silence 
in their tradition, so too it is increasingly clear that the Jewish people 
vis-a-vis the Palestinian people are not innocent either. 


We as Jews have been and are today culpable in the suffering of the 
Palestinian people in the same way that Christians have been culpable in anti- 
Jewishness - by portraying Palestinians as less than human, by expropriating 
their land and property, by deporting, torturing, and murdering Palestinians 
and ... attempting to humiliate and destroy them as a people. [over] 
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The ecumenical deal comes to an end when Christians demand the same critique 
and source of action of Jews that Jews demanded of Christians: recognize that 
you are no longer innocent and end the behaviour that oppresses another people. 


The recent statement by the US Catholic Bishops, ‘Toward Peace in the Middle 
East: Perspectives, Principles and Hopes', represents both an attempt to 
remain within the framework of the ecumenical deal and to move beyond it. 
Thus the statement combines timidity and courage, paternalism and critical 
thought. The result can only be seen as ambivalent. 


By refusing to see, or to state unequivocally that the Palestinian people are 
in great danger emanating from the Israeli state as supported by United States 
foreign policy, and by refusing to break unequivocally with the position of 
Jewish leadership in Israel and the United States, the bishops first approach 
and then retreat from the fundamental challenge of Jews and Christians. 


To admit that the end of the occupation and the birth of a Palestinian state 
are pivotal to the survival of the Palestinian people, and that the Israeli 
state now and in its history is determined to continue the occupation and 
prevent the establishment of a Palestinian state, is to call for measures that 
would compel Israel to withdraw from the West Bank and Gaza. The realization 
that Israel will not stop of its own accord means that the bishops must 
contravene acceptable levels of ecumenical discourse and reach a level of 
honesty vis-a-vis the Jewish people which most are probably unable to do even 
privately. 


In essence, to write a statement which addresses the reality of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict would be to offend every major Jewish 
spokesperson and institutional leader. It is sad to say that a meaningful 
Statement would not only offend, it would draw condemnation from the 
self-appointed leaders of the Jewish people. 


As it is, the bishops' statement as it now stands has drawn mixed reviews from 
Jewish commentators, with some praise for its balanced appraisals and 
contribution to public discourse. One can hear in these comments almost a 
collective sigh of relief: the bishops have pushed the edges but also landed 
within the acceptable parameters of dissent sanctioned by the ecumenical 
dialogue. 


Credit where credit is due. The bishops recognize the human rights violations 
by the Israelis and at the same time understand that these violations contain 
elements of both individual and communal responsibility, thus affirming the 
political dimensions of Palestinian life. ... 


[But] ultimately, the bishops seem unable to understand that the Jewish 
tradition vis-a-vis the Palestinian people stands analogous to the Christian 
tradition vis-a-vis the Jewish people. The tradition is in great danger of 
being overwhelmed by power and betraying itself in the destruction of another. 


Referring to the Jewish holocaust, Richard Rubenstein writes that the ‘history 
of the 20th century has taught us that people who are rendered permanently 
superfluous are eventually condemned to segregated precincts of the living 
dead or are exterminated outright’. ... 


At the close of the 20th century, ... we need stronger words and still 
stronger action than the’ bishops are able to provide or suggest. Those words 
and actions will only be possible when the ecumenical deal is buried and a new 
honesty between Jews and Christians emerge. ... [EPS] 


a 


a ||". 
JMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


100, CH-1211 Geneva2 Phone: (41-22) 7916156 Fax: (41-22) 7981346 Telex:415730O0IKCH Editor: Tom Dorris 


(57/14) 
(18/04) 
2 ’ 1U 
AS 
au Get ~ 
FOR THE PERIOD 11-25 APRIL 1990 

Two pastors in new East German government 90.04.42 
Central America: US Christian broadcasting effort prompts criticism 43 
Liberia: government lifts ban on church radio station .44 
Turkey promises to clarify religious rights 245 
Another Anglican province ordains a female priest .46 
Anglicans, Oriental Orthodox report agreements, diagreements Lay 
ECUVIEWS: English in Ecumenical Meetings .48 
A Russian Orthodox View of Ukrainian Catholicism 49 

Sri Lanka Appeal 50 

Indian Ecumenical Tasks 251 

ECUTEXTS: WCC Message to the Churches in Lebanon Bite) 
A Call to Prayer for Peace in the Holy Land 353 

Ecumenical Testimony on Human Rights - Asia 54 

, Ecumenical Testimony on Human Rights - Haiti, Chile 55 
Ecumenical Testimony on Human Rights - Central America 256 

Pentecost Message from the World Council of Churches Be 

BACKGROUND: WCC Functions and Brief History .58 
WCC Seventh Assembly — Some Practical Details .59 


ical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
Ic Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 


those of the WCC or the partners. 


PA ‘ 
a Te 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 57 / Issue 14 
SHOPTALKEK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.05.47 is the 43rd item 
appearing in May 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 USA, 52.50 CDN, 55 AUS, 69.50 NZ, 69.50 CH, 85 BRD, 95 NL, 
275 FF, 275 SK, or 275 Indian. The EPS deadline is most Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


The. World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is 
looking for an executive secretary for its Department of Cooperation and 
Witness. Deadline for applications is 1 June. The post is to be filled in 
August, and the person is to begin work 1 January. 


Focus of the new WCC Youth Newsletter (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is youth 
and poverty. 


The annual report of the Irish Council of Churches is available from ICC at 
48 Elmwood Ave, Belfast BT9 6AZ. 


A report on its 1989-90 activities and plans is available from the WCC 
Commission on Faith and Order, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) has 
published the minutes of its 22nd General Council, last August in Seoul. 


A report .on the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox consultation last December on 
the theme of the upcoming WCC assembly is available from WCC/F&0, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Available from the World Alliance of YMCAs, 37 quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva: af 
leaflet outlining the aim, purpose, structure, role, functions, and 
priorities of the alliance; and a report, Towards World YMCA Action on 
Palestinian Issues. 


Available from WCC/Women, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Church and Culture, 
report from the WCC-organized Orthodox Women's Consultation last January in 
Crete (EPS 90.02.25,26). 


Available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): two appeals - one 
(11 April) for 250 000 US dollars to respond to the emergency in Natal 
province (South Africa), the other (10 April) for US 140 000 to help meet the 
needs of refugees from Sudan in Zaire. Also available: a situation report 
(#3, 11 April) on the aftermath of 1989 floods in Asia. 


Available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 


Clearing the Way: En Route to an Ecumenical Spirituality (#43 in the Risk 
book series), by Gwen Cashmore and Joan Puls: 8.90 Swiss, 5.75 US, or 3.75 UK. 


The San Antonio Report (from the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
in May 1989), edited by Frederick Wilson: 22.50 Swiss, 14.95 US, or 8.95 UK. 
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TWO PASTORS IN NEW EAST GERMAN GOVERNMENT 
Two Evangelical (United) pastors - Markus Meckel, leader of the Social 
Democratic Party, and Rainer Eppelmann, leader of the Democratic Awakening 
party - are among the 24 members of the new East German (DDR) government. 
Meckel is foreign minister, Eppelmann defence and disarmament minister. Some 
years ago, he spent about a year in jail because he refused to do military 
service. Another member of the government, Finance Minister Walter Bromberg, 
has also been long active in church affairs. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.43 

CENTRAL AMERICA: US CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING EFFORT PROMPTS CRITICISM 

Project Light, a major broadcast-evangelism and medical campaign focusing on 
Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Guatemala, has drawn criticism from Roman Catholic 
church leaders in the region. In Nicaragua, church criticism of the effort, 
sponsored by the US-based Christian Broadcasting Network in cooperation with 
US-based Campus Crusade for Christ, is that it features negative proselytism, 
and is ‘negotiating and trafficking with the hunger of the people’. In 
neighbouring Honduras, a spokesperson for the Roman Catholic bishops says a 
visit by CBN President Pat Robertson '‘'can only cause division ... because 
there is little knowledge of the injustices our people face'. Similar Roman 
Catholic criticism has come from El Salvador and Guatemala, though evangelical 
supporters there of the project say it is a ‘great blessing'. Most people in 
Central America are Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.44 

LIBERIA: GOVERNMENT LIFTS BAN ON CHURCH RADIO STATION 

The Liberian government has lifted its ban on ELCM, a Roman Catholic radio 
station. It was closed last year after allegedly airing '‘'false' reports about 
deaths during a soccer match in the capital Monrovia last June. The leader of 
the Roman Catholic community in Liberia, Archbishop Michael Francis, is a 
noted critic of the government, notably of official corruption and the prison 
system. The other Christian radio station in Liberia is ELWA, which operates 
under evangelical auspices. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.45 
TURKEY PROMISES TO CLARIFY RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 
The government of Turkey says it will clarify the rights of Christians there. 
It says recent official actions against religious groups are directed at 
‘quasi-religious' political groups, and are not an attack on the church as 
such. Most Turks are Muslims. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.46 
ANOTHER ANGLICAN PROVINCE ORDAINS A FEMALE PRIEST 
The Anglican Province of Burundi, Rwanda, and Zaire has ordained its first 
female priest, in the Diocese of Bujumbura. There are 27 Anglican provinces, 
and women have been ordained priests in about a third of them. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.47 

ANGLICANS, ORIENTAL ORTHODOX REPORT AGREEMENTS, DISAGREEMENTS 

The second international Anglican-Oriental Orthodox Forum met at Wadi el 
Natroun (Egypt) last month, and reported that a basis exists for a joint 
Statement on Christology (the nature and work of Christ). Disagreements 
focused on the place of modern biblical scholarship in interpreting faith, and 
the autonomy of regional/national churches in matters of faith and order. The 
next forum is set for 1993. Discussions are to continue on marriage and 
sexuality, priesthood, and witness. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: English in Ecumenical Meetings (Barbara Zikmund) 


[Zikmund is a native speaker of English.] 


... l. ... Complex sentences, idioms, slang, and long speeches are very 
difficult for persons who must listen and understand what is said as a second 
language, even if their English is very good. ... 


2. ... Native English speakers can strengthen the discussion by repeating the 
points or positions to which they are responding. ... 


3. ... Occasionally it is helpful to offer short, brief English summaries to 
facilitate dialogue and check communication. ... 


4. For persons who use English as a second language, it is sometimes very 
difficult to speak up in a group in English. These persons will listen 
actively but remain quiet during the sessions. Then at coffee time or tea 
break they will eagerly talk one-on-one with individual participants about 
what they think. Native English speakers should consciously seek out such 
persons during breaks in a meeting. By listening carefully the native English 
speaker can pick up points which need to be shared. 


Sometimes after a clarifying conversation during a break, the quiet person 
him/herself will speak. ... If the individual does not speak when the group 
reconvenes, the native English speaker might say something like, 'Over coffee 
Mr X and I were talking, and he pointed out ...' Such an introduction will 
sometimes enable the previously silent person to add more .... Sometimes the 
person will simply nod in relief that his/her point has been made .... 


5. ... [In a group using English,] native English speakers should expect to be 
asked to be scribes, recorders, rapporteurs, or drafters. This is awkward 
because First World representatives are eager that Third World voices be 
heard. ... Native English speakers should remember, however, that a good 
scribe cannot be as active a participant in a group because he or she must 
listen to everyone, rather than making his/her points. Having this limitation 
is a good control on First World participants, as long as they take their 
responsibilities seriously and do not use the role to promote their personal 
views. Acting as a careful scribe/drafter who puts into good English the 
thoughts and ideas of an entire group is a special ecumenical service which 
native English speakers can render. Even if a native English speaker is not 
designated as an official scribe, he or she should take careful notes in order 
to facilitate the drafting of group reports/documents. 


6. ... For persons using ... a second language, it is very important ... to 
see things in writing. Only when something is written down will many 
participants fully understand what is being stated. ... In the drafting 
process, it is helpful for someone ... to read the draft paper out loud, while 
everyone else follows a written text on a personal copy. Such a visual and 
oral experience of the language produces the greatest understanding, although 
it may seem very boring and time-consuming to native English speakers. 


pe Native English speakers should not be surprised when objections and 
revisions are raised at the very end of a process, just when it seems as if 
everyone was in agreement. This is because only after something is in writing 
will people using ... a second language realize that they do not agree. ... 
Native English speakers need to be patient until all participants have the 
opportunity to revise draft documents so that they express their concerns. ... 
[EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: A Russian Orthodox View of Ukrainian Catholicism 


[The question of the legal status of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the 
Soviet Union has been in the news in recent months [EPS 90.02.32; 03.01,102]. 
(Ukrainian Catholic worship patterns and community customs are very similar to 
those of Eastern Orthodoxy, but by a decision in 1596, Ukrainian Catholics are 
in communion with the pope, and thus are also Roman Catholics. In 1946, 
Ukrainian Catholics in the Soviet Union became part of the Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox Church. The legitimacy of the decisions of 1596 and 1946 is 
differently interpreted by supporters and opponents of each.) Journalist 
Patricia Lefevere prepared this summary of the views of Archbishop Kirill of 
Smolensk, now head of the Russian Orthodox Department of External Church 
Relations. She interviewed him in Moscow last year during the meeting of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. As do many Orthodox, he 
refers to Ukrainian Catholics as Uniates. ] 


Kirill stressed that Ukrainian Catholics must understand that the Russian 
Orthodox Church was not responsible for their repression, and did not welcome 
the Stalinistic tactics used to suppress their church. "History knows many 
examples of bloodshed on both sides', he said. 


‘In trying to assess this suffering, some Ukrainians say they suffered more, 
we less. But both suffered. ... By 1939, the same methods used to suppress 
Catholics had been used on us', Kirill said, pointing to the deaths of nearly 
‘all the [Russian Orthodox] hierarchy in concentration camps and the near 
total destruction of our clergy'. 


He observed that ‘the possibility of establishing love and_ mutual 
understanding of Ukrainian Catholics requires that the problem of the Uniates 
be dealt with exclusively in the realm of the ecumenical movement'. He said 
one reason the problem is so seemingly intractable is its complexity. ‘It is 
not just a problem of human rights and religious freedom, as many Ukrainians 
claim, but it is a national, political, ecclesiastical, and ecumenical 
complex. ' 


Kirill noted that 'perestroika declares that the principle of freedom of 
conscience and the realization of that right is open to all'. fThus, it is 
‘important that they [Uniates] be legalized'. But, to see their situation 
only ‘on the level of human rights is a very primitive understanding of the 
problem'. 


Moreover, he predicted that restoration of the rights of the Uniates - if 
undertaken outside the ecumenical sphere - would only bring further division 
between Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism and would soon lead to 
‘warfare'. 


He criticized Ukrainian Catholics in North America for being antagonistic 
towards the Russian Orthodox Church rather than becoming an instrument of 
reconciliation between Catholics and Orthodox in the Soviet Union. 


Before the Second Vatican Council, he said, Uniates might be justified from a 
Roman Catholic perspective on grounds that the Orthodox are in schism. But 
"Vatican II gave this up and recognized that, although historically divided, 
the Catholic and Orthodox church are one'. 


- The council also opened many opportunities for sacramental unity between the 
two, he noted. 'I am deeply convinced that the Ukrainian Catholics enjoy 
Sacramental communion with the Orthodox in western Ukraine', he said. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.50 


ECUTEXT: Sri Lanka Appeal 


[This letter came earlier this year to General Secretary Emilio Castro of the 
World Council of Churches, from the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka. 
Early last December, Castro issued a statement on Sri Lanka (EPS 90.01.74).] 


.-. Every day, hundreds of people from various ethnic communities, religious 
and political persuasions, are mercilessly tortured and brutally killed for no 
real reason save a suspicion or misinformation that they have acted according 
to their own conscience. Their mutilated bodies are then thrown by the 
roadside, sometimes burnt, and allowed to rot without a decent burial. 


The suspension of normal democratic laws and processes such as inquests, 
coroners' reports and judicial inquiries: the enactment of draconian laws 
such as the Prevention of Terrorism Act. Special Security Acts, the 
Indemnification of the State Security Forces and the State of Emergency, make 
it virtually impossible and even perilous for organizations concerned with 
human rights to function effectively. 


Further, illegal para-military death squads, largely responsible for these 
activities, appear to act with impunity and have resorted to threaten lawyers 
and others concerned for the preservation of human life. They have abducted 
and even executed lawyers appearing in court cases and in some instances 
caused even the disappearance of the witnesses in such trials. The state has 
not been able to stop the activities of these sinister organizations. 


In the north and east of the country, there is a power struggle between the 
two main Tamil militant groups, one of which appears to have the backing of 
the government of India, while the other has entered into a ceasefire 
agreement with the government of Sri Lanka. In spite of this there is 
continuous bloodshed going on and we fear that even greater conflict could 
arise in the future. 


In the rest of the island, the state security forces are locked in combat with 
the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna~ (People's Liberation Front) which has been 
responsible for brutal killings of several members of the state security 
forces, their families, state officials and politicians opposed to them. 


It is, however, our perception that this counter insurgency operation of the 
state, and the actions of the paramilitary squads have also been extended to 
include supporters of other legitimate political parties, trade unions, student 
bodies and those engaged in legitimate opposition to the government in power. 


The government is even at this time contemplating legislation to curb even 


further the legitimate democratic activities of students and workers. The 
result of all this is the ever increasing number of those killed who include 
members of the clergy, religious sisters and several Buddhist monks. The 


flower of our nation's youth is being decimated. 


Sadly the government has not as yet learnt the lessons of our recent violent 
past and still seeks to mete out justice on the basis of ethnic proportions 
rather than on the basis of the equal rights of each person. 


We plead for your fatherly concern and love. Please use your good will and 
international influence to help us who look to you for the defence of our 
human rights, so that all of us in this country could live with dignity as 
human beings. This is our birthright and we plead that it be restored to us. 
woe HLEPS | 
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ECUVIEW: Indian Ecumenical Tasks (E. D. Devadason) 


[This is excerpted from an editorial in the National Council of Churches [of 
India] Review marking the 75th anniversary of the council. Devadason is a 
lawyer with a three-decade association with it.] 


... The constant awareness of the poverty and misery that surround one in 
India should necessarily make any Christian and especially any Christian 
leader austere and careful with his own resources and the resources of the 
institution he manages. 


Some heads of churches in the Indian churches often behave undemocratically. 
Very few meaningful discussions and debates take place in any of the church 
committees or councils. Most of those who hold power are surrounded by 
sycophants. Many of them get their own nominees into positions of authority. 


Therefore, the life of the church is far from healthy today. The NCCI should 
be able to make a study of these problems and suggest ways and means to remedy 
them if the church has to make a contribution to public life in India. 


...- Many believe that the NCCI can be strong only to the extent to which the 
regional Christian councils are strong. This is true to a large extent 
because, apart from the Foreign Contributions Regulation Act, the Foreign 
Exchange Regulations Act, and the Income Tax Act, the societies and voluntary 
agencies have to work within the state laws and the state regulations and 
state polity. The churches and the Christian voluntary agencies can play an 
effective role if the RCCs are strong. ... The RCCs could be strong only to 
the extent to which the local churches and voluntary agencies join together 
and develop solidarity at the local level to help the Christians to see the 
issues of the day and the issues the people face in their day-to-day struggle 
at the grassroot level. 


The one problem that has been plaguing the NCCI is its relationship with the 
so-called related agencies. Those were agencies which were once part of the 
NCCI and had subsequently become autonomous, but still desire to be related 
with the NCCI. But in what form or in what manner this can be achieved has 
become a subject of discussion. 


No doubt the NCCI has the right to declare that only such of those agencies 
which are willing to accept certain norms could be related to the NCCI. It is 
the prerogative of the NCCI to determine which agency could be treated as a 
related agency. This cannot be a matter of dialogue between the related 
agencies and the NCCI. 


One example that could be followed in this respect is the relationship of the 
World Council of Churches with its related agencies. The related agencies 
have always shown great sensitivity at the world level to fit into the norms 
of the WCC. Even the top leadership is always appointed in consultation with 
the World Council of Churches, and they have been willing to be the subject 
Matter of study and criticism by the WCC. 


This is an example we have to follow in respect of the related agencies in 
India. The NCCI should not only have the prerogative to declare the norms 
that should be followed by the agencies if they wish to be related to the 
NCCI, but those agencies should also be willing to be subject matter of study 
and criticism by the NCCI. The NCCI is not simply one body among a number of 
related agencies. It is a premier institution and has to be acknowledged as 
ly Ce 
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EPS 90.04.52 
ECUTEXT: WCC Message to the Churches in Lebanon 4 


[This is excerpted from a text approved by the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches at its meeting in Geneva last month (EPS 90.04.25).] 


.-. We share with you the agony of the people in Lebanon who have been 
suffering over the past 15 years. 


j 


We are deeply anguished by the resumption of fighting in Lebanon. We are 
conscious of the great pain this has inflicted on you and all the people of 
Lebanon, 


We believe that whatever happens to one community has a direct bearing on all 
communities. Whatever takes place in Lebanon has implications for the whole 
of the Middle East and the rest of the world. 


We appeal to the parties concerned for immediate and permanent cease fire and 
a complete cessation of all forms of hostilities. 


We strongly urge that violence be renounced totally as a means of imposing 
solutions and a renewed commitment be made to finding negotiated solutions by 
the Lebanese. 


We reaffirm our commitment for the unity and sovereignty of Lebanon and for 
Christian-Muslim coexistence. 


We assure you of our support in the pastoral and humanitarian programmes you 
have undertaken. 


We pray with you and we are ready to assist you in whatever ways possible. ‘ 


We are in solidarity with you in your search for a new day of justice and 
peace for the people of Lebanon. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.53 
ECUTEXT: A Call to Prayer for Peace in the Holy Land 


[This is excerpted from a text approved by the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches at its meeting in Geneva last month (EPS 90.04.25).] 


.-. The Central Committee ... encourages ... member churches to: 


- join with the churches and Christian communities in Jerusalem in special 
prayers and actions for peace in the Holy Land in the ecumenical programme 
‘Christians for Peace in the Holy Land' [EPS 89.12.10], beginning on Palm © 
Sunday [8 April] and concluding on Pentecost [3 June]; : 


- use the special ‘Prayer from Jerusalem' for the worship service on Palm 
Sunday; 


— continue to make all efforts for peace with justice in the Holy Land based 
on the mutual recognition of the Israeli and Palestinian people on the basis 
of equality, and on the realization of the national aspirations of the 
Palestinian people. [EPS]: 
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EPS 90.04.54 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Testimony on Human Rights - Asia 


[This is from material presented to the 46th Session of the UN Commission on 
Human Rights (Geneva, 29 January-—9 March) by the World Council of Churches.] 


--- In our intervention under this item at the 45th session ... we highlighted 
our concern about human rights abuses in the Philippines. We note that the 
over-all incidence of certain forms of abuse diminished over 1989 but we must 
express concern about the continued human rights violations occurring. in the 
Philippines. 


Human rights advocates, political opposition and development workers continue 
to be the object of repression. The counter-insurgency strategies adopted by 
the government have aimed to crush opposition rather than to deal with the 
concerns for justice expressed by rural and urban poor. ... 


With the imposition of martial law in July 1989, the military government of 
Burma/Myanmar launched a new wave of repression. 


This has resulted in widespread arbitrary arrest and detention of political 
opponents and the forced displacement of many thousands of students who have 
taken refuge in the border regions. 


The current crackdown is focused on debilitating the movement for democratic 
reform which emerged in 1988. 


In this context, the potential integrity of elections scheduled for May 1990 
is doubtful. 


We urge that this commission continue to express its concern and seek to 
intervene to bring an end to human rights violations and to have fair and free 
elections in Burma. ... 


1989 has seen a drastic deterioration of civil conditions and a frightening 
increase in human rights violations throughout [Sri Lanka}. The spiral of 
violence, especially in the south ..., has escalated dramatically with 
extra-judicial killings becoming a daily occurrence. 


Human-rights abuses have been committed by a wide range of forces and groups 
including the Indian Peace Keeping Force, militant Tamil organizations, the 
JVP, vigilante groups and the Special Task Force of the Sri Lankan army. 


The statistics of these abuses exceed those of many of the countries for which 
this commission has undertaken significant interventions. Of particular 
concern is the complete militarization of the political process, the large 
numbers of internally displaced people and the indiscriminate killing of 
civilians including the targeting of family members of political opponents and 
human rights workers for extra-judicial killings. 


The economic disparities underlying the conflict have not been addressed, and 
the democratic process has so far failed to establish political institutions 
capable of addressing concerns in Sri Lanka. 


We urge the commission to ... undertake actions which will bring an end to the 
political conflict and the resulting human rights abuses in order to promote 
reconciliation and justice in Sri Lanka. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.55 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Testimony on Human Rights - Haiti, Chile 


[This is from material presented to the 46th Session of the UN Commission on 
Human Rights (Geneva, 29 January-9 March) by the World Council of Churches. ] 


The World Council of Churches is most concerned about the deteriorating human 
rights situation in Haiti, sharpened ... by the brutal repression exercised 
by the military government under President Prosper Avril against political 
opponents active in the widely—based Rassemblement National. 


At the time of the crackdown, military personnel arrested dozens of persons, 
caused severe damage to offices of political parties, and destroyed material 
and equipment in the premises of the Ecumenical Centre for Human Rights, a 
body related to and which works in close cooperation with the WCC, and also a 
founding member of the regional human rights organization, Caribbean Rights. 


The WCC joins its member churches in Haiti and the region, as also the 
Caribbean Conference of Churches, in calling for a restoration of the March 
1987 constitution in Haiti, and a practical commitment by the government to 
constitutional rule, a disarming of paramilitary forces, the holding of 
promised elections and respect for the basic rights of the Haitian citizens. 


The WCC encourages strongly this commission to direct its immediate attention 
to the human rights situation in Haiti, and calls it to appoint a special 
rapporteur, with this purpose in mind, to monitor and report on developments 
there. 


Basing its findings on numerous missions. to Chile, and on the patient, 
meticulous work of the Vicariat of Solidarity of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Santiago, with other human rights organizations such as the 
ecumenical body, FASIC, we have joined the international community in giving 
high priority to the defence and promotion of human rights in Chile. 


In March ..., a new period [began], under the responsibility of an elected 
civilian government .... In spite of the hope and genuine progress which this 
change represents, this commission, in our view, must maintain energetic 
vigilance with respect to the human rights situation in this next period. 


The work accomplished by this commission and that of the special rapporteurs 
during all these years, and the work performed by the human rights 
organizations in Chile, constitute a priceless heritage, and cannot be 
abruptly interrupted without follow-up steps being put into place so that the 
new government in Chile has the opportunity to respect the fundamental rights 
of the human person, especially in the light of the grave problems still 
existent, such as the need to release all the political prisoners, to 
compensate the victims of the 16-year repression, and to clarify the 
responsibilities of the military government with respect to those persons who 
have been executed for political reasons, were tortured and were made to 
disappear. 


The civilian government which [took] office in March ... [inherited] a deeply 
divided country in which the military will remain still very much in control. 


.. We urge strongly the commission to closely monitor the state of human 
rights in Chile for the next year, and to provide effective support to the 
incoming government. 


The WCC recommends the renewal of the mandate of a special rapporteur, as a 
sign of support and strengthening of the efforts of the civilian government to 
promote human rights. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


. EPS 90.04.56 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Testimony on Human Rights - Central America 


[This is from material presented to the 46th Session of the UN Commission on 
Human Rights (Geneva, 29 January-9 March) by the World Council of Churches.] 


In 1989, Guatemala experienced an alarming rise in political violence. Of 
all the groups which were targeted for violence, none have been as harshly 
brutalized as the indigenous people who constitute the majority of the 
population. Bombings, death-squad-style murders and disappearances increased 
to such an extent that people began to speak fearfully of a return to the 
worst years of the early 1980s. 


Armed struggle has increased in the past year. In the face of efforts of many 
to seek peace through the National Dialogue, human rights groups, campesinos, 
trade unionists, and students have been terrorized by political violence for 
which the government's military and security forces are largely responsible. 


During September and October 1989, 93 people were victims of extra-judicial 
execution and 107 people were made to disappear; more than triple the number 
in the first half of the year. By the end of 1989, CIEPRODH (Centre for 
Research, Study and Promotion of Human Rights) had documented 1300 
assassinations. Along with deeply unjust land tenure system and economy, 
these massive abuses of human rights make efforts at dialogue towards peace, 
justice and true democracy all but impossible. ... 


During ... 1989, church and humanitarian institutions and their personnel [in 
El Salvador] suffered severe attacks, direct threats and intimidation for 
their work among the ... population. 


When the church historically had behaved as the biblical Levite, walking by 
indifferent to the suffering of his brothers, it had enjoyed the protection 
and privileges of the state. However, when it stopped and saw the long 
history of injustice and began denouncing it, it became the target of 
persecution, living in its own flesh imprisonment, torture and even death. 


Many religious workers in recent months have become victims of the repression 
carried out by the Armed Forces which have attempted to crush the social and 
pastoral work of the churches. It intensified after the major offensive by 
the Farabundo Marti Front of National Liberation ... launched on 11 November 
1989, after which much of the military's wrath was directed against the 
churches, accusing them of being front organizations for the FMLN. ... 


Reports have been received from churches in El Salvador this year concerning 
the repression not only of the churches, but also of human rights bodies, 
women's associations, labour unions, the academic community, and popular 
organizations. World Council of Churches delegations, and visits by many of . 
its member churches, such as those from Canada, confirm that in the past year 

there has been an alarming increase of repression against the civilian 
population - and especially the peasant population, with a marked focus of 
harassment of popular organizations and the abuse of their members. 


... In light of the sharp increase in human rights abuses which has taken 
place during the year in El Salvador, the WCC calls upon the commission to 
denounce the abusive activities of the Armed Forces and paramilitary groups in 
El Salvador, particularly the indiscriminate attacks on the civilian 
population and the persecution of church, human rights, and humanitarian 
Organizations. The commission is urged to renew the mandate of the UN special 
representative on El Salvador, so as to ensure continued monitoring of the 
Situation throughout the coming year. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.57 
ECUTEXT: Pentecost Message from the World Council of Churches 


[Pentecost this year is 3 June. This message is from the presidents of the 
World Council of Churches -— Nita Barrow (Methodist, Barbados), Lois Wilson 
(United, Canada), Johannes Hempel (Lutheran, DDR), Walter Makhulu (Anglican, 
Botswana), Marga Biihrig (Reformed, Switzerland), Ignatios of Antioch (Eastern 
Orthodox, Syria), and Paulos Gregorios (Oriental Orthodox, India).] 


Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: Pentecost is a special celebration this 
year as the churches of all the traditions - Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant 
— celebrate the festival on the same day. ‘In that day', said Jesus, speaking 
of the Holy Spirit, ‘you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me and I 
in you' (John 14:25). In the Spirit we participate in the very life of the 
Trinity. God's love has communicated itself through the Spirit to us human 
beings. The Spirit transforms our human freedom into active love, 
communicating through us the love of God to all creatures. 


The experience of the presence and action of the Spirit is not something 
extraordinary; we perceive in particular moments the supernatural dimension 
of the natural, the spiritual significance of ordinary events. In the struggle 
for justice, in the search for friendship, in each manifestation of human 
kindness towards fellow human beings, in the stilled tranquillity that follows 
prayer, in all that shatters our stony hearts and makes us aware of the beauty 
and mystery of life, we experience the action of the Spirit, making us 
sensitive to the overwhelming tenderness of God. 


The Spirit works not only in the intimacy of our own hearts but also calls all 
humanity and the whole cosmos out of death to new possibilities through the 
power of the risen Christ. The Spirit is at work in the search for justice for 
the little ones, for the poor of the earth, for those with broken hearts. The 
Spirit inspires all those who work for peace, to announce the liberating power 
of God. 


The wind of the Spirit is blowing today, in us, in our churches, and in 
historical events where barriers are falling down and where there are 
possibilities of new beginnings. With the people of Namibia we celebrate 
their independence; with the people of Chile their democracy; with the 
people of Central and Eastern Europe their newly-acquired freedom. Glory be 
to God whose gift of dignity is affirmed through the recovery of freedom by 
these peoples and who opens in these events new avenues for the service and 
testimony which the Church renders to Christ in the Spirit. 


But the Spirit also suffers. The dove of peace appears in many parts of the 
earth covered with blood. We grieve over the situation in the Middle East. 
Jerusalem, the City of Peace, where the Holy Spirit manifested itself 
powerfully in the winds and flames of Pentecost: that city, centre of 
admiration and love of the three main monotheistic religions of the world, 
does not know its own peace. The Intifada reminds us that the promises of 
peace in justice are not yet real; that we pray for the Spirit to come, so 
that prejudices and hate will disappear and a new day of peace and 
understanding may reign. : 


We will be praying together with the Church universal, 'Come, Holy Spirit - 
Renew the Whole Creation', as we look toward the Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches next year in Canberra, Australia. We pray that the Spirit may 
call the Church to a bold testimony of God's liberating action in history. 
'Come, Holy Spirit'. In the hope of a response to our prayer we greet you in 
Jesus Christ. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.58 
BACKGROUND: WCC Functions and Brief History 


The World Council of Churches was formally inaugurated 23 August 1948 in 
Amsterdam at its First Assembly. Constitutionally, it is a ‘fellowship of 
churches [307 now, 311 from October] which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as 
God and Saviour according to the Scriptures, and 'seek to fulfil together 
their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Bopirit.! 


The constitution specifies seven WCC 'functions and purposes', including to: 

—- ‘call the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ'; 

— ‘facilitate the common witness of the churches'; 

— ‘support the churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic task'; 

— 'foster the renewal of the churches in unity, worship, mission, and service’; 
—- express common church concern in serving human need, breaking barriers 
between people, and promoting ‘one human family in justice and peace'. 


The WCC groups denominations in more than 100 countries from virtually all 
Christian traditions - Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, United, Independent (Lord Aladura, African 
Israel Nineveh, African Holy Spirit, Assyrian, Hussite, Kimbanguist, Mar 
Thoma, Philippine), Reformed (including also Waldensian, Remonstrant, Mission 
Covenant, Congregational, and Presbyterian), Anglican, Disciples, Brethren, 
Moravian, Pentecostal, Quaker, and Mennonite. Evangelicals are found in 
several of the traditions from which WCC denominations come. 


Roman Catholicism, Adventism, and the Salvation Army are the main Christian 
traditions outside WCC membership, though they are found in some national 
and/or regional Christian councils. A Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group meets 
annually; the Vatican appoints 12 of the 120 members of the WCC Commission on 
Faith and Order. About a quarter of the WCC staff is Roman Catholic, 
including three appointed by the Vatican. 


About 300 staff members are at WCC headquarters in Geneva. Located there are 
its 14 programme sub-units: Faith and Order; World Mission and Evangelism; 
Dialogue with People of Living Faiths; Church and Society; Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service; Programme to Combat Racism; Christian Medical 
Commission; International Affairs; Churches' Participation in Development; 
Renewal and Congregational Life; Youth; Women; Theological Education; and 
Education. Located nearby, at Chateau Bossey, is the WCC Ecumenical Institute. 


After Amsterdam, WCC assemblies met in Evanston (near Chicago, 1954), New 
Delhi (1961), Uppsala (1968), Nairobi (1975), and Vancouver (1983). The next 
assembly is scheduled for next February in Canberra (Australia). 


The WCC has seven presidents: Nita Barrow, Methodist, Barbados; Marga Bihrig, 
Reformed, Switzerland; Lois Wilson, United, Canada; W.P.K. Makhulu, Anglican, 
Botswana; Johannes Hempel, Lutheran, GDR; Ignatios IV of Antioch, Eastern 
Orthodox, Syria; and Paulos Gregorios, Oriental Orthodox, India. They are 
part of the 158-member WCC Central Committee; it meets every 12 to 18 months. 


The commitee has four officers: Moderator Heinz—Joachim Held (United, FRG), 
Vice Moderators Sylvia Ross Talbot (Methodist, USA) and Chrysostomos of Myra 
(Eastern Orthodox, Turkey), and General Secretary Emilio Castro (Methodist, 
Uruguay), who also heads the WCC staff. 


The officers, presidents, and other Central Committee members make up the 
27-member WCC Executive Committee. It meets twice a year. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.59 
BACKGROUND: WCC Seventh Assembly — Some Practical Details a 


The Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches takes place in Canberra 
(Australia) 7-20 February. A pre-assembly meeting for youth delegates and 
stewards takes place 3-5 February, one for women 4-6 Feburary. The current 
WCC Executive Committee holds its final meeting 4-6 February. 


Among other things, the assembly elects a new Central Committee, to serve till 
the Eighth Assembly, towards the end of the decade. That new committee meets 
for the first time 21-22 February. 


The theme and sub-themes of the assembly are: 
COME, HOLY SPIRIT — RENEW THE WHOLE CREATION 


Giver of Life — Sustain your Creation! 
Spirit of Truth - Set us Free! 

Spirit of Unity - Reconcile your People! 
Holy Spirit - Transform and Sanctify Us! 


A book of preparatory Bible studies on the theme and sub-themes is available 
for local church use. Other pre-assembly publications include annotated 
agendas for the four assembly working sections, and the official report of WCC 
work, Vancouver to Canberra. (Vancouver was the site of the Sixth Assembly, 
in mid-1983.) 


About 1000 official delegates of WCC member churches are expected, plus about 
1000 other participants - official representatives, advisers, guests, 
stewards, and staff. Provision is also being made for visitors from Australia 
and other countries, and for journalists. 


Visitors are welcome at plenary sessions and public events, as far as space 
allows. A special programme is also being organized for them. Spouses of 
participants are welcome to register as_ visitors. All visitors are to 
register in advance. A special day camp and programme is planned for children 
who come with their parents to the assembly. 


The assembly meets in the facilities of the Australian National University and 
the National Convention Centre in Canberra (for plenary sessions). 


Housing is available at the university for all delegates and other official 
representatives who wish. Accommodation is also available in nearby hotels. 
Meals for all participants are to be served at the university. 


Information about special fares for travel to Australia is available. 


For further general information, contact: 
WCC Assembly Office, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 
Phone: 41-22/791.6150. Fax: 41-22/791.0361. 


Except, from North America contact: 
WCC US Office, 475 Riverside Drive (#915), New York NY 10115. 
Phone: 1-212/870.3405. Fax: 1-212/870.2528. 


For further information for journalists, contact: 

Martine Pasche, WCC/Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 
Phone: 41-22/791.6158. Fax: 41-22/798.1346. 

[EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.05.47 is the 43rd item 
appearing in May 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 USA, 52.50 CDN, 55 AUS, 69.50 NZ, 69.50 CH, 85 BRD, 95 NL, 
275 FF, 275 SK, or 275 Indian. The EPS deadline is most Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) eels 
looking for an executive secretary for its Department of Cooperation and 
Witness. Deadline for applications is 1 June. The post is to be filled in 
August, and the person is to begin work 1] January. 


Focus of the new WCC Youth Newsletter (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is youth 
and poverty. 


The annual report of the Irish Council of Churches is available from ICC at 
48 Elmwood Ave, Belfast BT9 6AZ. 


A report on its 1989-90 activities and plans is available from the WCC 
Commission on Faith and Order, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) has 
published the minutes of its 22nd General Council, last August in Seoul. 


A report on the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox consultation last December on 
the theme of the upcoming WCC assembly is available from WCC/F&0, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Available from the World Alliance of YMCAs, 37 quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva: a 
leaflet outlining the aim, purpose, structure, role, functions, and 
priorities of the alliance; and a report, Towards World YMCA Action on 
Palestinian Issues. 


Available from WCC/Women, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Church and Culture, 
report from the WCC-organized Orthodox Women's Consultation last January in 
Crete (EPS 90.02.25,26). 


Available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): two appeals -— one 
(11 April) for 250 000 US dollars to respond to the emergency in Natal 
province (South Africa), the other (10 April) for US 140 000 to help meet the 
needs of refugees from Sudan in Zaire. Also available: a ‘situation report 
(#3, 11 April) on the aftermath of 1989 floods in Asia. 


An analysis of efforts to have simpler marriages in India is available from 
K.M. Thomas, Programme for Social Acation, Manjadi, Tiruvalla, 689 105 Kerala, 
India. 

In EPS 90.04.42 the name of DDR Finance Minister should read Walter 
Romberg (and not Bromberg). 


Available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 


Clearing the Way: En Route to an Ecumenical Spirituality (#43 in the Risk 
book series), by Gwen Cashmore and Joan Puls: 8.90 Swiss, 5./5 US, or 3.75)UKe 


The San Antonio Report (from the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
in May 1989), edited by Frederick Wilson: 22.50 Swiss, 14.95 US, or 8.95 /UKe 
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EPS 90.04.60 
ZAIRE: CHURCH LEADERS OFFER SUGGESTIONS FOR PARTY CHANGES 


Leaders of several communities in the multi-denominational Church of Christ in 
Zaire (ECZ) have signed a statement urging major changes in MPR (the only 
legal party in Zaire), and other aspects of the leadership of the country. The 
call comes in a country not noted for public church criticism over such issues. 


In a letter to Zaire President Sese Seko Mobutu, leaders of several ECZ 
communities in the Eastern Kasai region, plus the president and moderator of 
that ECZ regional synod, describe MPR as a 'many-headed monster' which has 
‘disorganised public administration and blocked control mechanisms'. As a 
result, they add, laws are not observed and those responsible are not punished. 


The church leaders criticize the army for having become ‘a racketeering force 
in all areas of social life'. They fault the concentration of power in an 
elite group of individuals and families, resulting in a ‘caste society'. They 
note that political leadership is almost all Roman Catholic in background, 
though the country is officially secular. (About 95 percent of the 35 million 
Zairois are counted as Christian, about half of them Roman Catholic.) 


The ECZ leaders conclude with a five-point call to remedy the ‘disastrous 
situation': changes in state structures; constitutional revisions; an end to 
the leading role of the party, and separation of party power from state power, 
pluralism in the party, and ae presidential system which allows’ for 
administrative and economic decentralisation. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.61 
ECUMENICAL JERUSALEM PRAYER DRAWS JEWISH CRITICISM 


Several US-based Jewish groups have criticized an ecumenical 'prayer from 
Jerusalem'. Among others, the World and Middle East Councils of Churches 
commended the text as part of an eight-week emphasis, Christians for Peace in 
the Holy Land [EPS 90.04.53]. The emphasis continues through early June. 


The National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council calls the prayer a 
"thinly veiled liturgical attack upon Israel'. It says it is ‘filled with 
mischievous innuendoes, sly insinuations, and gross’ inaccuracies'. The 
American Jewish Committee calls the prayer ‘'provocative' and a ‘malicious 
slander' which 'makes the reckless and unjustified claim that Palestinian 
Arabs are being deprived of their very right to life by Israel’. 


The National Conference of Christians and Jews calls the prayer ‘triumphal’, 
viewing the unity of Jerusalem in 'strictly Christian terms'. It adds that 
the text is ‘considered in some quarters to be a pro-Palestinian political 
statement combined with a narrow, exclusive theological point of view'. 


The seven-paragraph prayer recalls the entry of Jesus into Jersualem which 
Christians remember especially on Palm Sunday (8 April this year). It refers 
to 'your people [in Jerusalem] divided, yet longing to be united in you .... 
Grant us the courage to go beyond ourselves, to transcend the burden of 
history so that we may recover our unity in you and through you.’ 


It prays to Christ to ‘strengthen those who thirst for mercy and justice, but 
have been deprived of the right to live in dignity', asking God to 'free them 
from oppression' and 'restore to them the right to life and to independence in 
their own land, just as other nations enjoy this right’. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.04.62 
JAPAN: CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS FAULT EMPEROR CEREMONY 


Presidents of four Christian universities in Japan have issued a joint 
statement criticising ceremonies planned in connection with the coronation 
late this year of Emperor Akihito, whose father died in January 1989. 


Subsequently (22 April), two shots were fired into the study in the home of 
one of the four, Yuge Toru of Ferris University. The other signers are Tsuge 
Kazuo, Kwansei Gakuin University; Watanabe Yasuo, International Christian 
University; and Fukuda Kanichi, Meiji Gakuin University. 


According to the presidents, the ceremonies are linked to the former state 
religion, Kokutai. In it, ‘the ultimate basis of political authority' was 
related to 'myths surrounding the oracles of the sun goddess Amaterasu', and 
the emperor was worshipped as a ‘living god'. 


‘On numerous’ occasions’, the presidents’ write, ‘this pseudo-religion 
suppressed the freedoms of thought and speech, obstructed the advance of 
learning, and limited the ability of universities to fulfil their social 
responsibilities. 


‘It is far too recent to forget', they continue, 'the role played by the 
Kokutai ideology during the years when Japan invaded its neighbours and spread 
the flames of war around the world, before finally bringing on its own self 
destruction.' 


The presidents say some of the planned ceremonies blur the distinction between 
the current position of the emperor as 'the symbol of the unity of state’, and 
the 'former system of divine imperial sovereignty’. They note in particular 
the daijosai ('ceremony of thanksgiving') which is connected with the view 
that the emperor is transformed into a god. 


'To hold such a ceremony', the presidents say, is a 'clear diversion from the 
principle of the separation of government and religion', and its links to the 
former system ‘will inevitably invite the suspicions of those neighbouring 
countries to which Japan, under the guise of imperial divine sovereignty, 
caused such tremendous suffering’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.63 

ESTONIA: PASTOR AND HOUSEKEEPER FOUND TORTURED, KILLED 

Harald Meri, a Lutheran pastor who has researched the deportation of Estonians 
to Siberia in the 1940s, and the role in it of NKVD was found tortured and 
murdered in a forest near Tiiri in central Estonia on Easter Eve (14 April). 
(NKVD is the predecessor of KGB, the Soviet security police.) Also found dead 
was his housekeeper, Valve Klein, who was apparently buried alive. An 
Estonian parliamentary commission is investigating the case. Meri was also 
the regional dean of Jarvamaa. In a message to Estonian Lutheran Archbishop 
Kuno Pajula, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches 
welcomed the parliamentary inquiry. He added that WCC ‘remembers the people 
of Estonia as they strive for full justice and human dignity’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.04.64 
SCOTLAND: CHURCH IN DRIVE TO CREATE CULTURAL CENTRE IN JOHN KNOX HOUSE 
An appeal for funds has been launched to create a major cultural centre for 
the [Reformed] Church of Scotland around a historic town house associated with 
the 16th-century church reformer John Knox. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Statements on Armenian Anniversary, Jewish Settlement 


[The following are excerpted from statements by the Middle East Council of 
Churches. The second is signed by MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib.] 


This year marks the 75th anniversary of the killings and forced migrations of 
Armenians that erupted in Constantinople on 24 April 1915, and which have come 
to symbolise the suffering and dispersal experienced by the Armenian people 
under Turkish rule during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 


As victims of this genocide, the Armenian people have known the solitude of 
suffering, and yet through active participation in the life of their adopted 
countries, they have found the source of a liberating solidarity with the 
suffering of others. ... 


At the same time, this determination to be faithful to the memory of the 
innocent men, women, and children who were victims of the Armenian massacres, 
has been an inspiration to the ecumenical movement in the Middle East to speak 
out against oppression wherever it occurs today in the Middle East and 
elsewhere in the world, aware that silence could be considered in this case as 
unfaithfulness to prophetic justice. 


Therefore, the MECC offers prayers on this day for the Armenian martyrs, whose 
baptism of blood has been for their living children a source of hope for new 
life, in freedom and peace. It also pledges to continue to appeal to all 
powers concerned to acknowledge the tragedy. ... 


+++ ++ ¢ +4 4+ 4 


On Holy Thursday [12 April], ... a group of Israeli settlers, supported by the 
provocative behaviour of the police, including the use of tear gas, occupied 
the hospice of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem in the heart of 
the Old City. This betrays all efforts towards reconciliation, rooted in the 
spiritual heritage of Jerusalem, and comes as further evidence of the 
continued suffering endured by the people of the Holy City. It constitutes a 
violation of international agreements and of local traditions, mutually 
recognized and followed by Jews, Christians, and Muslims. 


The Middle East Council of Churches, astounded by the aggressive and 
humiliating action against Patriarch Diodorus I, his bishops, and people with 
him ... deplores this incident, affirms the solidarity of the churches of the 
region with the churches of Jerusalem, and calls for the immediate evacuation 
of the hospice in keeping with the international laws and practices. 


The council rejoices at seeing all the churches of Jerusalem and their leaders 
united in a common procession on the road to Golgotha, rejecting with one 
voice divisiveness in the Holy City, and injustice and human indignity in the 
Holy Land, thereby manifesting a sign of peace and freedom for all people of 
God through the Resurrection. The council welcomes with great appreciation 
the attitude of the Muslim leadership deploring the aggression and affirming 
their solidarity with the Christians in these trying times. 


The council: calls upon*® ... all who exercise power and influence to act 
immediately in support of human rights and in respect of established 
international agreements. ... It further appeals to them to make every effort 
to confirm Jerusalem as a city of dialogue ... a model of ... mutual respect 
and justice, and a pillar of peace .... [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Czechoslovak Ecumenical Council Letter to Pope 


[After Easter, Pope John Paul paid a brief visit to Czechoslovakia. Before 
that, the president of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia, 
Pavel Smetana, deputy moderator of the Synodal Council of the [United] 
Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren, sent this message to the pope. Roughly 
70 to 75 percent of the Czechoslovak population of about 16 million is counted 
as Christian, most of it Roman Catholic.] 


... The painful [last] 40 years ... of oppression [until the recent change of 
government] were for us Christians not only a time of refinement, but also a 
time of especial mercy. We were given the mercy of refinding the deepest 
roots of our faith, which are common to all Christian churches. 


That was the recognition of unity and cooperation on the level of local 
congregations and common suffering of arrested priests, ministers, preachers, 
and lay people in the period of the Nazi and communist government, which 
created firm bonds surviving till the present times. 


That period was a rare time of mercy, for it covered painful reminiscences of 
our Czech history, which were a heavy burden on ecumenical work in our country 
for long decades. 


Nowadays, the ecumenical movement finds itself again at an important 
crossing. Will the period of the newly-won freedom be the time of God ... in 
which we will be able to penetrate even deeper into the unity of faith, love 
and hope? We are longing for it with all our hearts and we sincerely pray for 
it to the Lord of the church. 


Or will national freedom lead to a new fission and division when each church 
will push through its own interests, led by the instinct of self-—preservation? 
Clouds appear on the horizon of social life and raise anxiety in the minds of 
all Christians longing for unity. 


Your visit ... will have, without any doubt, a decisive significance for the 
further development of ecumenical and missionary service in our predominantly 
secularized society. Will your visit testify to the influence of some power 
streams in the Roman Catholic Church, or will it support striving after the 
unity in truth and love? 


It is the unity of this kind that we are sincerely longing for. We believe 
that our Lord will give you the heart sensitive to the nation which has not 
yet recovered from the traumas of religious struggles and religious oppression 
of the 17th and 18th centuries; prominent thinkers see the process of 
secularization as a product of those times. 


For this reason I take the liberty of asking you ... to include in your 
programme a short visit to the ecumenical divine service where Christians will 
be praying for God's blessing for your ministry and for the unity of God's 
people. ... We are longing to hear a word which would give us and the whole 
nation a witness to mutual fraternity, respect, and love. [The service took 
place, though the pope did not attend.] 

... Dear brother in Christ, we pray for you. May your arrival in our country 
be the beginning of new relations among Christians in our homeland, and a 
breakthrough for our common preaching of Christ's Gospel among the people 
still living without true faith and saving hope. ... [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: A Vision for Religious Socialists 


[This draft was released by the Religion and Socialism Commission of the 
Democratic Socialists of America.] 


1.0 Once again an ancient vision is stirring among the people of the earth: 
the vision that is in the name of all we call divine, from all the divine can 
teach us, we can learn how to live with each other in peace, share with each 
other in justice, and grow with each other in wholeness. 


vk Among the oppressed of Poland, Central America and South Africa, among 
the peacemakers of Hiroshima, Comiso and Seattle, among the victims of Valdez 
and Chernobyl, that vision is alight. 


Bie 2 That vision stems from our different religious traditions, but together 
we can give it a modern name: Religious Democratic Socialism. We know that 
all three of those words have been misused by some who would freeze them into 
death, turning them into idols. 


b.3 In the name of religion dissenters have been burned at the stake, in the 
name of democracy peasants have been napalmed, in the name of socialism 
workers have been shot. 


1.4 Yet the vision embodied in those words is no false and deadening idol, 
but a vision taught by the source of all life, and we believe that all three 
words point towards the same vision. 


Pe5 That vision is not often shared by those who rule the earth, whatever 
the labels they attach to themselves. The power to shape the future of the 
human race, or to bring it to an end, is now in the hands of a few people at 
the top of a few governments and corporations. 


2.6 Whether it be the leaders of the Soviet Union or Exxon, the United 
States, China or 'Japan, Inc.', these few have the power to decide how many 
children are born with genetic defects from environmental poisons, how many 
dissenters are killed or sent to prison, how many people live out their lives 
in poverty and despair. And at every moment it is they who decide whether or 
not to flood the earth with nuclear fire. ... 


1.8 Too often the systems we live and work under are systems not of life, 
but of death. We choose life. Since the institutions of power have great 
Strength, it is only together in the Spirit, in communities and movements - 
religious, social, political and economic - that we can hope to choose life in 
its fullness. 


1.9 Our communities and movements must feel and think and act in order to 
understand and change the world. We must respond with love and empathy to 
Other's feelings of despair. We must analyse the institutions of death and 
the path towards life. And we must act to make change happen. 


2.0 We begin in our own churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, circles to 
apply the lessons of our traditions to building times and spaces where a 
religious democratic socialism can become real. ... 


2.1 We welcome all who are committed to life, to the life that is destroyed 
by pollution, starvation, racism, war, nuclear holocaust, to join with us in 
implementing the essence of all our visions: choose life. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Church Call for Society Improvements in Nigeria 


[This is excerpted from a statement by the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria at 
its last General Assembly, in Aba, Imo State. It was issued before the 
unsuccessful coup attempt this month. ] 


... Noting past occasions of high religious tension, we pray the government to 
make certain that religious tension in the country is defused. 


The Presbyterian Church of Nigeria supports the government in its 
anti-drug-abuse programme, and calls upon the government to extend the scope 
of the road safety campaign from the military to the public sector. 


We call upon the government to establish domestic and health centres in all of 
the nation's rural areas, and particularly so in order to achieve ‘Health for 
All' by the year 2000. 


We further call upon the government to establish more transport facilities in 
the rural areas. 


We call upon the government to influence the banks to reduce their interest 
rates in order to restrain the inflationary trend in the country. 


We support the 'Better Life for Rural Women" programme and call for greater 
government involvement. 


In as much as the former mission schools are strong trainers of moral values, 
we call upon the government to return them to their former owners. We also 
call upon the government of the Federation to evolve a policy of closer 
cooperation between them and the voluntary agencies in the running of 
educational and medical institutions in Nigeria. 


We note with concern the increasing unrest in our institutions of higher 
learning, and we call upon the students to return to using constituted 
authority to resolve their grievances. We further call upon the. government to 
take urgent steps to identify the root causes of recurrent student unrest in 
the country with a view to evolving a permanent solution. ... 


We call on the federal government ... to restore diplomatic relations with 
Israel, and we call upon Israel and Palestine to recognize the existence and 
rights of each other. 


We support the Nigerian government's stance against apartheid in South Africa. 


We support the plan of the government towards a civilian rule in 1992, urging 
the government to keep to their target dates in the transitionary period, and 
noting that our people are ripe enough to handle democratic forms of 
self-government. 


We support the plan of the government towards the revamping of the economy, 
but we deplore those activities which result in an even greater disparity 
between the rich and the poor, at the expense of the poor suffering masses. 
We ask the government to overhaul its public enlightenment programme. ... 


The Presbyterian Church of Nigeria pledges its continuing prayers for the 
peace and stability of Nigeria. Long live the Federal Republic of Nigeria! 
[EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Morality in a Secular Society 


[This is excerpted from a document from a 14-person committee. Half its 
members were appointed by the permanent council of the Roman Catholic bishops 
in France, the other by the French Lutheran-Reformed permanent council. It 
appeared in the French-language Swiss Reformed weekly Protestant Life. It was 
translated by the Language Service of the World Council of Churches. ] 


In our western societies the development of knowledge, ideas and_ social 
relations is causing us to redefine the problem of ethics or morality. All of 
us who are Christians, both Roman Catholics and Protestants, are aware of this. 


Morality was for long dismissed as repressive or even alienating and was in 
disrepute, leaving a vacuum which the "secular religions" (Marxism, 
existentialism etc.) now no longer fill. 


The progress of the sciences and technology (nuclear science, biology etc.) 
presents everyone's conscience with new and hitherto unsuspected questions. 
These questions come under the heading of ethics, which is making a comeback 
in public life. 


Our society is now one characterized by debate. New purveyors of meaning, 
especially some of the great religions (Islam and the eastern faiths) are 
becoming increasingly important in our western countries and demand a hearing. 


A ‘secular agreement', for which a number of voices has been calling, is now 
being contemplated in a new set of circumstances. Each spiritual family will 
make itself heard here in frank openness towards the others. 


Every human being has a moral code and is free: that is, they can and must 
choose one kind of behaviour rather than another. Morality is a common 
property of human beings. Religious faith is not the only possible basis for 
this. 


When we join in the common debate on morality, our convictions are based on 
our faith, and they enlighten us on the need for our commitment and its 
ultimate purpose. 


Our faith in God adds the dimension of transcendence to our reflexion and 
practice. For us, human beings do not find their ‘chief end' in themselves but 
depend on Another, the God of the Covenant who calls them and to whom they 
remain responsible. 


Jesus Christ, the true image of God, the first-born of the new creation he has 
initiated, is the model of the call addressed to us. 


As Christians, we Roman Catholics and Protestants together affirm our 
fundamental conviction: by grace through faith we are saved by God in Jesus 
Christ and so are freed to do works that serve humanity and please God. 


While a moral life in itself does not obtain salvation for us, salvation 
nevertheless brings about a renewal of the moral life. 


Contrary to a widespread view, the primary role of our churches is not to 
define nor to preserve morality. They are first and foremost witnesses to 
Salvation in Jesus Christ. [over] 


secular/2 


Nothing we do is outside the moral life. The whole life of human beings must — 
be related to the Kingdom of God. | 


This view of human activities, however, does not brusquely transfer the moral 
life from this world as we actually experience it into another plane or beyond 
history altogether. 


We Protestants and Roman Catholics all stress the difference between history 
and the Kingdom. 


Morality has its basis in the free activity of human beings in history. 


The deeds inspired by the Spirit are the prophetic signs and precursors of the 
Kingdom., 


Christians know that history is leading us towards a consummation. Working in 
history, they believe that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Every moral deed 
thus finds its place in the perspective of Christ's living presence and his 
return. 


As Roman Catholics and Protestants, we stress conscience as the definitive 
centre of the responsible freedom of human beings before God. 


We include the gifts of creation among the expressions of God's will. But we 
vary in where we place our emphasis. 


As a light to their consciences, Roman Catholics receive and accept the . 
directives of the magisterium as providing an authorized interpretation of the 
revealed Word of God and of ‘natural law'. 


Protestants subordinate natural gifts to the freedom of individuals and the 
right of consciences enlightened by a faith proceeding from the Word of God 
and expressed in the decisions of synods or assemblies. 


Our different attitudes of mind and sometimes diverging interpretations of the 
Gospel are mutually challenging. 


As Roman Catholic and Protestant Christians, we acknowledge that our churches 
do not always succeed in avoiding authoritarianism when they involve 
themselves in moral issues, both among themselves and in society itself. 


Our public statements would sometimes gain something from more reflexion as to 
their appositeness and more thorough preparation in dialogue with competent 
“persons and bodies, with increased attention to real situations. 


When approaching those who either wholly or partly do not share their 
convictions, our churches must speak by means of witness and suggestion. 


We do not want the public statements of our churches to be received as 
attempts to regulate society. 


We want to contribute to a public debate that seeks to respect persons and 
groups in their spiritual distinctiveness and their desire to live together - 
which would be a good definition of the new secularity. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Religious Situation in Albania 


[Albania, which has officially banned religion, does not seem much affected by 
the major changes which have come recently to other formerly Marxist-led 
societies in eastern Europe. This interview with Arthur Liolin, chancellor of 
the Albanian Orthodox Archdiocese in America, was released this month by US- 
based News Network Internatinal. He visited Albania for 10 days last November. 
According to Britannica World Data for 1990, of the 3.2 million people in 
Albania, about three quarters are 'nonreligious' or atheist, about a fifth are 
Muslim, and the rest (5.4 percent) Christian. ] 


--. In the religious sphere ... there have been a number of signs that 
indicate a kind of reawakening to spiritual life. One ... is the restoration 
of churches, particularly those of historic value, in terms of art and 
architecture. ... There are 4th-— to 10th-century churches being restored in 
Butrint; 13th- to 15th-century churches in Berat; and 17th-century churches 
in Voskapoja. In contrast, the atheist museum in Shkodér was closed last year. 


Another sign is that the national choir is planning a concert of the works of 
St John of Durrés, an Eastern Orthodox who is considered the second most 
heralded Albanian hymnographer. Also, the works of Archbishop Fan Noli are 
being published in Albania. Noli was ... founder of the Albanian Orthodox 
Archdiocese, in Boston in 1908. They project publication of a 10-volume 
series of his work. Seven volumes are already in print. 


[Is this religious reawakening part of a nationalist revival?] 


..- In the past -— aside from instigations by neighbouring enemies - there has 
been no religious persecution in Albania. So the religious institutions have 
a history of cooperation, and many of these had a role in the national 
awakening. In 1967, when all churches were closed, the Marxist ideology 
[emphasized] that religion divides, and you still hear that reiterated now. 
They say, ‘Well look what has happened in Lebanon or in Northern Ireland or 
with various cults in the United States. It tends to divide people. ... We 
could not afford the types of divisions and animosities that we see in the 
outside world.' 


My answer to that was that divisions cannot only be religious, but also 
political. One cannot simply sever a people's spiritual past from their 
present [and still maintain] a moral and spiritual health. I think they 
recognize that. ... In terms of the cultural history, Orthodox churches and 
icons, ... [people] now ask, ‘Father, what do they mean?' And so there is a 
reawakened interest in the meaning of life and ultimate questions. 


... All religious institutions ... cannot have public and open worship. The 
Standard answer by the Albanian delegation to the United Nations in June 1988 
was that people could maintain their belief privately and in the home. Now, 
that's a change from, ‘It's a crime'. [During our trip], we indicated that 
without a spiritual life - the reading of scripture and celebration of the 
eucharist — moral decay would eventually set in, and all the things that they 
wished to avoid would in fact come about. 


The basic family and the love among people have kept [believers] together, 
considering the fact that they have not had an opportunity to worship 
publicly. But the people do celebrate religious holidays, pray, and read 
Scripture in the home. That's very clear. The Roman Catholics also hear mass 
over Vatican radio. [over] 


albania/2 


I felt a bit like St Paul when I was there, because I was answering the same — 
types of questions that the apostle probably encountered. With the collapse 
of Marxist philosophy and atheism ... the rekindling of interest in religion 
is not only among the elderly, but among the young as well. 


Most of the young are very well-informed, inquisitive, and educated. They 
felt free to dialogue with me about the meaning of life, who is Christ, what 
is the essence of the saints, how people worship outside Albania. How do the 
young people in the United States believe? This was a constant question. 


I brought a liturgy book that our archdiocese recently published, in parallel 
Albanian and English, and I gave about a dozen copies out. I also distributed 
1000 icons ... and they were eagerly sought after by believers and non- 
believers alike. So I think that there is a feeling that there is something 
beyond the Marxist secularism that they have been presented with for the past 
four decades. ... I gave icons to all the leaders that I met as a memento from 
the Albanian Orthodox Church in America and from myself personally. 


I also met with a young 32-year-old communist propagandist and had a 
fascinating conversation with him. After the initial reserve, it was a very 
open dialogue. 


I also celebrated the eucharist ... in a hotel suite with members of our group 
from the United States. At the grave of Enver Hoxha [the long-time leader of 
Marxist Albania] and other graves, I prayed in full view of several hundred ~ 
people, including members of the politburo. 


[It is our understanding that believers may now receive crosses, icons, and 
religious medals by mail from foreign countries. Are they becoming less 
fearful about expressing their faith?] 


Having been there I met so many of the people just walking in the morning. I 
would ‘power walk' every morning. I made seven loops around the capital. I 
would walk along and people would stop me - they knew I was a priest since I 
had my collar on - and they would say, 'I am one of you, I am a believer'. 


There has been a change in that regard. Whereas wearing a cross or possessing 
a Bible may have been punishable by all types of oppression in the past, 
people now will request a cross from you, and toleration of Scripture seems to 
be accepted now. 


I think the changes in eastern Europe are definitely affecting Albania in the 
sense that - economically - the countries with whom they've traded or had 
ideological similarities have now changed dramatically. ... But there are some 
differences between Albania and the other Eastern Bloc countries. 


First, Albania is not part of the Warsaw Pact. Second, it was not liberated 
by the Red Army, and therefore communism was not imposed by the Soviets, but 
rather there was a certain grassroots element to communism in Albania. And 
third, the Albanian Communist Party associated itself very closely with 
Albanian nationalism and used this in order to remain in power. ... 


I don't see a major rebellion [happening]. I do see a gradual evolution from 
its existing forms, and we have heard about that already. ... [There are signs 
of] a certain openness to the American experience. We'll just pray and hope 
that they'll be open to the Word of God, and re-examine their relationship 
with the Creator. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Church Role in Namibian Independence 


[This analysis, slightly edited, was prepared by the ecumenical Namibia 
Communications Centre. Namibia became independent last month.] 


The churches are the largest significant non-governmental institutions in 
Namibia. Their importance stems not only from the fact that 80 percent of 
Namibians are Christians, but also from their role, historically, in Namibia. 
[The population of Namibia is about 1.2 million.] 


They have often provided a voice for those the South Africans have sought to 
silence. The churches have been involved for more than half-a-century in 
programmes of social assistance - such as drought relief and assistance to 
detainees and education, including alternative schools and adult education. 


With few exceptions, the early history of the churches involved a degree of 
complicity with colonialism. They did, however, provide schools and hospitals 
which otherwise until the 1960s were not available to black Namibians. 


Several church leaders incurred the wrath of Pretoria [South Africa] through 
opposition to its policies in Namibia. ... In 1967 the Lutheran, Catholic and 
Anglican churches working in northern Namibia openly opposed police torture of 
suspected Swapo members. [Swapo is now the leading political party in 
Namibia. ] 


In 1971, following the World Court judgement [that continued South African 
control of Namibia was illegal], the Namibian leadership of the two large 
Lutheran churches issued an open letter ... which challenged South Africa's 
human rights record and their right to govern the territory. 


The World Court judgement helped spark off the 1971-72 migrant workers' 
strikes, which were supported by the churches. In the wake of these events, 
Anglican Bishop Colin Winter was expelled from Namibia. In 1974, the churches 
intervened to end the public floggings of Swapo supporters being meted out by 
the government's allies among the tribal authorities in Ovamboland [northern 
Namibia]. 


As Pretoria tried to tighten its grip on Namibia, by suppressing opposition 
and promoting its own puppets, the churches became targets for attack. The 
Lutheran printing press at Oniipa was blown up twice. Numerous expatriate 
church workers were expelled or denied entry to Namibia. 


With the Council of Churches in Namibia taking the lead from 1979, the 
churches increasingly engaged in education and development efforts which 
became for many Namibians a means of resisting South African efforts to 
Maintain a subservient national culture. Also, CCN sought to defend human 
rights, campaigning for the release of political prisoners. The churches, 
although not officially endorsing it, never condemned Swapo's armed struggle. 


Links between the clergy and Swapo developed further in the 1970s, with 
chaplains serving within Swapo and liaising with local churches in Angola and 
Zambia. Both the CCN and church leadership abroad continued to assist 
Namibians in exile with humanitarian aid for Swapo settlements and with 
educational opportunities. ... In early 1989, CCN set up a Repatriation, 
Resettlement and Reconstruction committee to help ... with the return of 
refugees, and also a Churches Information and Monitoring Service to monitor 
implementation of UN Resolution 435 [on Namibian independence]. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Mission of the Churches in Europe Today 


[This is excerpted from a paper prepared for a meeting of European church 
leaders sponsored by the Conference of European Churches. The leaders, from 
almost all countries of Europe, met in Geneva (23-25 April) to assess the new 
situation in Europe and the church role in it. The paper summarizes answers 
to five questions from about two dozen European denominations. ] 


--.- Despite ... positive ecumenical developments, it cannot be denied that for 
a growing number of people (especially young people), the church is no longer 
relevant and they are abandoning it. 


The situation in the former Eastern Bloc countries at the moment looks rather 


different. The churches are here enjoying a certain (temporary?) esteem 
because of their role in the democratisation process, which makes them again 
very acceptable socially, and to some extent even one of the central elements 
of the new social establishment. There is also talk in these countries, 


therefore, of the future having to be built predominantly on a Christian 


ethical basis and a Christian political culture .... 


Paradoxically, this recovery by the churches of their freedom of movement, ... 
is accompanied by a ... weakening of ecumenical solidarity. One gets the 
impression that the former oppression of all the churches by the state 
ideology provoked the churches to join together in opposing this pressure. In 
this situation, the churches were much readier to share things. Now, however, 
with a greater freedom even for the ecumenical movement, the churches seem to 
be thinking more of their own confessional traditions and their own interests. 


On the other hand, it is fully realized that the new missionary opportunities 
in diakonia [Christian social service], prison chaplaincies, the mass media, 
and information work as well as in theological education can only be 
effectively exploited in ecumenical cooperation. Often it is the 


relationships of local congregations, going back to experiences of solidarity 


in the times of shared oppression, which are now leading to plans for local 
ecumenical cooperation. 


There are certainly also plenty of examples of local and regional community 


degenerating into violent conflicts in the democratisation process ..... 


National and political interests here override the church interests thus 


making it possible for a quite strictly anti-ecumenical situation to arise. .... 


Neither nationally, nor at the European level, can the cultural situation any 
longer be described as Christian, since this term does not fit the secular and 


pluriform reality. ... Christians have to learn to live in this environment. © 


Instead of appealing to an illusory national or European Christian culture, 
their focus in future must be on the global fellowship of churches and 
believers. This global orientation is also needed if they are to find a new, 
meaningful and generally useful place in their own society. ... 


Approaches towards a fellowship of Christians are observable, which are also 


nourished by a growing sense of, mutual dependence and mutual responsibility 
between the European nations. This fellowship must also face up to the need 


to correct the historical injustices which originated from the European wars 


off) thelw20th | century. A special challenge confronting this Christian 
fellowship is Islam in Europe. The important thing here is not to fall short 
of the human rights proclaimed in Europe but rather to give consistent support 
to religious freedom and tolerance. ... [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.06.22 is the 22nd item 
appearing in June 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 USA, 52.50 CDN, 55 AUS, 69.50 NZ, 69.50 CH, 85 BRD, 95 NL, 
275 FF, 275 SK, or 275 Indian. The EPS deadline is most Mondays at 8h00 
GMT. EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


The Synod of Victoria of the Uniting Church in Australia (130 Little Collins 
Street, Melbourne 3000) is looking for an executive secretary for its 
Division of Social Justice. Deadline for applications is 29 June. 


Spirit and Mission: Renewing the Earth is the theme of the current (April) 
issue of the WCC quarterly International Review of Mission. A copy is 
available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. Available from 
‘the same source is the official report of the WCC World Conference on Mission 
and Evangelism, May 1989 in San Antonio (Texas/USA). It ‘costs. 14,585 26 
dollars, 22.50 Swiss francs, or 8.95 UK pounds. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 
appeal (26 April) for 280 000 US dollars after floods in Tanzania 
appeal (26 April) for 104 000 US dollars after floods in Kenya 


The UN Environment Programme (DC2-803 United Nations, New York NY 10017 USA) 
has a newsletter available on the annual Environmental Sabbath, observed 
this year on the first weekend of June. 


A report on the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox consultation last December on 
the theme of the upcoming WCC assembly is available from WCC/F&0, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Available from the World Alliance of YMCAs, 37 quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva: a 
leaflet outlining the aim, purpose, structure, role, functions, and 
priorities of the alliance; and a report, Towards World YMCA Action on 
Palestinian Issues. 


Available from WCC/Women, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Church and Culture, 
report from the WCC-organized Orthodox Women's Consultation last January in 
Crete (EPS 90.02.25,26). 


An analysis of efforts to have simpler marriages in India is available from 
K.M. Thomas, Programme for Social Acation, Manjadi, Tiruvalla, 689 105 Kerala, 
India. 

In EPS 90.04.42 the name of DDR Finance Minister should read Walter 
Romberg (and not Bromberg). : 


Available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 


Clearing the Way: En Route to an Ecumenical Spirituality (#43 in the Risk 
book series), by Gwen Cashmore and Joan Puls: 8.90 Swiss, 5.75 US, or 3.75 UK. 


The San Antonio Report (from the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
in May 1989), edited by Frederick Wilson: 22.50 Swiss, 14.95 US, or 8.95 UK. 
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: EPS 90.05.01 
EUROPEAN CHURCH LEADERS CONSIDER MISSION IN WAKE OF CHANCES 


In the wake of the major changes in Europe in the last year, and those 
projected for the coming years, about 150 church leaders and other 
representatives met in Geneva last month (22-24 April) to discuss the mission 
of the church on the continent. 


The gathering was convened by the Geneva-based Conference of European 
Churches, whose 126 members include virtually all Christian traditions except 
Roman Catholicism. 


Opening the meeting, CEC General Secretary Jean Fischer said 'a new Europe is 
emerging before our eyes'. 


There were no conference statement or resolutions, but a CEC press release 
said the discussions made it ‘clear that many delegates had questions about 
working in a secularized and pluralistic society, and how the socio—ecnomic 
and political changes in Europe would affect their ministry'. 


Issues related to church unity, sectarian movements, nationalism, lack of 
resources to meet new ministry opportunities for service and education in 
central and eastern Europe, the free market and materialism, the treatment of 
religious and ethnic minorities, the Christian basis of European culture, aid 
for victims of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster in the Soviet Union, and 
the question of Uniates (Roman Catholics whose worship forms and social life 
are much like that of Orthodoxy) were among those raised by various speakers. 


There were warnings against seeking global or even continental solutions to 
all problems. Speakers urged that attention to Europe not be at the expense 
of concern for the rest of the world. In general, CEC reported, ‘it was clear 
that the churches ... see their function as being a servant church, and not a 
triumphalistic, master church. There must be no going back to ‘Christian 
imperilaism', it was said, but rather to being a church with a preferential 
option for the poor and oppressed. 


The wish to work closely with Roman Catholic counterparts was expressed by 
many participants, notably in the wake of the European Ecumenical Assembly on 
Peace with Justice, last May in Basel. That gathering was jointly sponsored 
by CEC and CCEE, the umbrella organisation of the national conferences of 
Roman Catholic bishops in Europe. 


During his visit to Czechoslovakia last month, the pope announced a meeting of 
European Roman Catholic bishops to discuss the new European situation. 
Speakers at the Geneva meeting welcomed the parallel discussions, and 
expressed hope that the joint CEC-CCEE efforts which led to the Basel assembly 
would continue. 


CCEE President Carlo Maria Cardinal Martini (Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Milan), and CCEE General Secretary Ivo Fiirer attended the Geneva meeting. 


Over—all, CEC reported, the meeting "recognized that a new partnership' among 
the various parts of the church in Europe is needed, and CEC was ‘encouraged 
to develop and adapt its programmes to reflect this new reality.' Among 
requests to CEC from the meeting was that it convene a meeting of 
reconciliation involving Romanian and Hungarian church figures, and that it 
work more closely with the ecumenical European Commission for Church and 
Society. [EPS] ‘ 
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EPS 90.05.02 
KENYA: CHURCH REPS ASK THAT CAR RACE NOT TAKE PLACE AT EASTER 
Two church leaders in an area where it is held — Anglican priest Gideon Ireri 
and Roman Catholic bishop Zachaeus Okoth - say the annual Marboro Safari car 
race should not take place during the Good Friday-Easter Monday period. Each 
says the rally causes a decline in church attendance. The government has the 
last word on which dates the rally can be held. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.03 

SWITZERLAND: DEBATE ABOUT GOVERNMENT RECOGNITION FOR RELIGIONS 

Voters in the Swiss canton (state) of Berne are to vote next month on whether 
to repeal a law which would make it possible for the canton to officially 
recognize additional religious communities, including groups which are not 
Christian. Such recognition means the groups are exempt from certain taxes, 
can use canton-run schools for religious instruction, and are permitted to 
provide chaplains for their-memembers in hospital or jail. Currently, three 
religious groups are recognised — Roman Catholic, Reformed, and Old Catholic. 
The law allows such recognition for other Christian groups, and for Jewish, 
Muslim, and other faiths. Opponents of the law say it could lead to a 
"betrayal of the Christian culture'. The Reformed synod council for the 
canton has endorsed the law. It says the way to deal with other religions, 
even those one strongly disagrees with, is ‘by an open attitude, by tolerance, 
and by a guarantee of the equality of rights’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.04 

MALAYSIA: PRIME MINISTER SAYS ISLAM NOT TO BE IMPOSED 

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad has assured non-Muslims in Malaysia that Islam 
will not be forced on them. He said the government has no intention of 
‘depriving non-Muslims of their rights, particularly in matters of religion’. 
His statement followed concern expressed by the Buddhist-Christian—Hindu-Sikh 
Malaysian Consultative Council about a law passed in Selangor state which 
makes it legal for non-Muslims to convert to Islam at age 15 for boys or at 
the onset of menstruation for girls, and makes it compulsory for minor 
children to become Muslims if one of their parents does. There are about 17.5 
million people in Malaysia, about half of them Muslims. Buddhists, Hindus, 
and Christians make up 17.3, 7.0, and 6.4 percent of the population 
respectively, according to the 1990 Britannica World Data. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.05 

SOUTHERN AFRICA: NEW LUTHERAN ORGANISATION RECOMMENDED 

The Executive Committee of the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in 
Southern Africa has recommended a new organisation, based on the concept of 
‘communion’, to succeed FELCSA, set up in 1965. The committee said the 
concept of ‘partnership' on which FELCSA is based is no longer adequate, and 
some suspect it is becoming a ‘new way of paternalism'. FELCSA groups 1s 
Lutheran and Moravian denominations in South Africa, Namibia, Malawi, 
Swaziland, Botswana, and Zimbabwe. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.06 

BERLIN-—BRANDENBURG CHURCH OPTS FOR JOINT SYNOD 

The Evangelical [United] Church of Berlin-Brandenburg, which includes 
Christians in the DDR (East Germany) and West Berlin, has opted for a new 
‘joint synod', as an interim measure till the church body is fully reunited. 
For nearly 30 years, since the Berlin Wall was built, the regional church has 
been split into an eastern and western section, though it has officially 
remained one. Joint synod committees are to be set up. None of the other 
Evangelical (United, Lutheran, Reformed) regional churches in the two Germanys 
has membership in both countries. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.07 

MORE PASTORS IN DDR GOVERNMENT 

Besides the two previously reported (EPS 90.04. 42), two other Evangelical 
(Lutheran and United) pastors are part of the new East German (DDR) government 
- Gottfried Muller, minister for media politics, a former church newspaper 
editor; and Hans-Wilhelm Ebeling, who once pastored the famous Bach church 
(St Thomas) in Leipzig. Muller is deputy chair of the Christian Democratic 
Party, Ebeling chair of the German Social Union. Altogether, there are 22 
pastors in the 400-member parliament, plus two more theologians and two other 
Evangelical church leaders. Of the 26, 14 are Social Democrats and seven 
Christian Democrats. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.08 
SEVERAL PRIESTS ELECTED TO SOVIET GOVERNING BODIES 
UK-based Keston College reports that several Eastern Orthodox priests and 
other Christians were elected to various governing bodies in the Soviet 
Union, They include Gleb Yakunin, who ran without the blessing of his 
bishop. His opponent in the runoff for a seat in the Russian Supreme Soviet 
(parliament) was another priest, Dimitri Kapalin, who ran with episcopal 
blessing. Yakunin and two others have announced formation of the Russian 
Christian-Democratic Movement. They issued an ‘appeal to the Christian public 
of Russia' urging people to put Christian ideals into practice. Another 
Soviet Christian political grouping, the Christian Democratic Union, chaired 
by Aleksandr Ogorodnikov, has split, Keston reports. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.09 
WCC LEADER WRITES TO NICARAGUAN CHRISTIANS 
Marking the transition to the new government of Violeta Chamorro in Nicaragua 
(25 April), General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches 
praised the work of the church there in recent years. Writing to 'the 
churches and the Christians in Nicaragua', Castro commended a recent fast and 
prayer vigil on behalf of a continuation of the democratic process. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.10 

UK LORDS DEBATE EASTER DATE 

According to a 1928 act of Parliament, Easter in the United Kingdom is to be 
celebrated during the first half of April, though the act says implementation 
will not take place as long as there is any contrary view ‘officially 
expressed by any church or other Christian body'. This means the act has not 
been implemented. Nonetheless, just before Easter (15 April this year), the 
UK House of Lords debated the question. Lord Airedale said Easter is commonly 
regarded as the first outdoor holiday of the year, and thus Easter in March 
(it can fall as early as the 21st) is unpopular, and a late-April Easter comes 
too close to the May Day holiday. On the other hand, Lord Milverton said a 
movable Easter is ‘more fun'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.11 
CUBA: ECUMENICAL LEADER CRITICIZES US GOVERNMENT TV BROADCASTS 
Ral Suarez, president of the Cuban Ecumenical Council, has criticized the US 
government for its decision to beam special tv programmes to Cuba. He said 
the programmes are aimed at creating tension and conflict in Cuban society. 
The broadcasts began at the end of March. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.12 
GUYANA: ECUMENICAL CALL FOR DIALOGUE 
The Guyana Council of Churches is asking the government of President Desmond 
Hoyte to circulate a council propoal for a ‘national dialogue' to discuss 
various crises in national life. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.13 
ZIMBABWE: RC BISHOPS ADVISE AGAINST ONE-PARTY STATE 
The Roman Catholic bishops of Zimbabwe are urging Zimbabwe President Robert 
Mugabe to abandon his announced intention to set up a one-party state. Their 
statement calls a 'constitutionalised one-party state ... contrary to basic 
human rights'. Mugabe was overwhelmingly re-elected recently, and his party 
won almost all the parliamentary seats. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.14 
NAMIBIA: LUTHERAN SYNOD LAMENTS LACK OF CHURCH UNITY PROGRESS 
The Sixth General Synod of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, set up to 
group the two large black and one small white Lutheran denominations in 
Namibia, has expressed ‘disappointment ' that the 1992 target date to unite the 
three is 'no longer achievable’. It urged the three to take steps to overcome 
‘stumbling blocks' to unity which have appeared in recent years. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.15 

ECUMENICAL SESSION ON ROLE OF RELIGION IN CONFLICT 

In Nicosia last month (23-27 April), the Middle East Council of Churches 
organised a consultation on ‘the role of religion in conflict situations: its 
use and misuse'. About three dozen participants came from the region, South 
Africa, and Ireland. Middle East situations examined included Palestine/ 
Israel, Cyprus, Lebanon, and Sudan. MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib said 
'the question for us Christians ... is how to break this vicious circle of 
moral and physical violence by authentic Christian love'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.16 

BRAZIL: RC BISHOPS DENOUNCE 'SOWERS OF DEATH' IN AMAZON 

Roman Catholic bishops in the Amazon region of Brazil have denounced as 
'sowers of death' those who destroy forests, poison rivers, and massacre 
indigenous people. The bishops include their judgment in a new text, ‘In 
Defence of Life in the Amazon'. An estimated 300 000 gold prospectors in the 
region have brought disease to the Yanomami people and polluted rivers with 
mercury. International companies have also built power plants for their 
factories with resultant ill effects on the environment. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.17 

AFRICA: ECUMENICAL YOUTH AND STUDENT ASSEMBLY PLANNED 

An ecumenical assembly for youth and students from Africa is planned for 
Kinshasa (Zaire) 12-20 August. At a planning meeting for the gathering, last 
month in Brazzaville (Congo), political and church leaders from central Africa 
were questioned about the role of youth in church and society. Youth at the 
meeting urged the leaders to increase the role of youth in decision-making 
bodies, help end corrpution and the transfer of resources out of the region, 
and adapt the education system to the needs of the people, with an emphasis on 
finding solutions for problems of unemployment and under-employment. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.18 
AFRICA: FRANCOPHONE ECUMENICAL COMMUNICATION EFFORTS PLANNED 
At a meeting (2-6 April) in Porto Novo (Benin), church communicators and 
church leaders from French-speaking Africa and overseas resolved to set up an 
ecumenical centre for communication education in Yaoundé (Cameroon), and an 
ecumenical nnews agency in Lomé (Togo). The latter would be linked closely to 
Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service, which operates in English. 
The meeting chose three leaders for CEFAIC (Conference of French-Speaking 
Churches of Africa on Communication), the group overseeing the projects - 
Harry Henry (west Africa), Hofo Bokeleale (central Africa), and Jean 
Fenomenana (Indian Ocean). [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.19 
BACKGROUND: WCC Functions and Brief History 


The World Council of Churches was formally inaugurated 23 August 1948 in 
Amsterdam at its First Assembly. Constitutionally, it is a 'fellowship of 
churches [307 now, 311 from October] which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as 
God and Saviour according to the Scriptures, and ‘seek to fulfil together 
their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son, and Holy 
ppirit.’ 


The constitution specifies seven WCC ‘functions and purposes', including to: 

- ‘call the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ'; 

- ‘facilitate the common witness of the churches’; 

— "support the churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic task'; 

- ‘foster the renewal of the churches in unity, worship, mission, and service’; 
- express common church concern in serving human need, breaking barriers 
between people, and’promoting ‘one human family in justice and peace’. 


The WCC groups denominations in more than 100 countries from virtually all 
Christian traditions - Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, United, Independent (Lord Aladura, African 
Israel Nineveh, African Holy Spirit, Assyrian, Hussite, Kimbanguist, Mar 
Thoma, Philippine), Reformed (including also Waldensian, Remonstrant, Mission 
Covenant, Congregational, and Presbyterian), Anglican, Disciples, Brethren, 
Moravian, Pentecostal, Quaker, and Mennonite. Evangelicals are found in 
several of the traditions from which WCC denominations come. 


Roman Catholicism, Adventism, and the Salvation Army are the main Christian 
traditions outside WCC membership, though they are found in some national 
and/or regional Christian councils. A Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group meets 
annually; the Vatican appoints 12 of the 120 members of the WCC Commission on 
Faith and Order. About a quarter of the WCC staff is Roman Catholic, 
including three appointed by the Vatican. 


About 300 staff members are at WCC headquarters in Geneva. Located there are 
its 14 programme sub-units: Faith and Order; World Mission and Evangelism; 
Dialogue with People of Living Faiths; Church and Society; Inter-—Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service; Programme to Combat Racism; Christian Medical 
Commission; International Affairs; Churches' Participation in Development; 
Renewal and Congregational Life; Youth; Women; Theological Education; and 
Education. Located nearby, at Chateau Bossey, is the WCC Ecumenical Institute. 


After Amsterdam, WCC assemblies met in Evanston (near Chicago, 1954), New 
Delhi (1961), Uppsala (1968), Nairobi (1975), and Vancouver (1983). The next 
assembly is scheduled for next February in Canberra (Australia). 


The WCC has seven presidents: Nita Barrow, Methodist, Barbados; Marga Bihrig, 
Reformed, Switzerland; Lois Wilson, United, Canada; W.P.K. Makhulu, Anglican, 
Botswana; Johannes Hempel, Lutheran, GDR; Ignatios IV of Antioch, Eastern 
Orthodox, Syria; and Paulos Gregorios, Oriental Orthodox, India. They are 
Part of the 158-member WCC Central Committee; it meets every 12 to 18 months. 


The commitee has four officers: Moderator Heinz-Joachim Held (United, FRG), 
Vice Moderators Sylvia Ross Talbot (Methodist, USA) and Chrysostomos of Myra 
(Eastern Orthodox, Turkey), and General Secretary Emilio Castro (Methodist, 
Uruguay), who also heads the WCC staff. 


The officers, presidents, and other Central Committee members make up the 
27-member WCC Executive Committee. It meets twice a year. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.20 
ECUTEXT: Response to Attack on House of Christian University Head 


[After an attack on the home of President Yuge Toru of Ferris College (EPS 
90.04.62), Moderator Takeuchi Kentaro and General Secretary Munetoshi Maejima 
of the National Christian Council in Japan, and Chairperson Oshima Koichi of 
the Center for Signature Collection Against Daijosai, sent the following 
message. 


[Daijosai is a ‘ceremony of thanksgiving' proposed to take place late this 
year in connection with the enthronement of Emperor Akihito. Tenno is a 
reference to the emperor, in the first case, the late Emperor Hirihito.] 


..» Mr Motoshima, the mayor of Nagasaki, was shot only a few months ago 
because of comments he made regarding the Tenno's war responsibility. In the 
same manner we interpret that your incident is also a challenge to those who 
express views critical of the Tenno's enthronement and the Daijosai ceremony. 


Once again, the incident proves that the Tenno system has been sustained by a 
taboo ideology coupled with violence. We renew our commitment to make extra 
efforts to struggle against any violence which threatens freedom of speech by 
upholding our voices in solidarity. ... 


We will continue to affirm views critical of the Tenno's enthronement and the 
Daijosai, in solidarity with the many concerned and loving people in the 
world. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.21 
ECUTEXT: WCC Statement Marking Armenian Anniversary 


[This is by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches. ] 


On the ... 75th anniversary of the massacre and deportation of Armenians [24 
April] the World Council of Churches remembers all Armenian people in its 
prayers, sharing with them the painful memories of yesterday, the assurance of 
life in God for their dear ones, and the hope for historical justice. 


It is indeed important to recall this tragedy not only because of the 
suffering it caused to the Armenian people but also because of threats of 
genocide to some peoples and nationalities today. As the [1983 WCC] Vancouver 
Assembly stated: "The silence of the world community and deliberate efforts 
to deny even historical facts have been consistent sources of anguish and 
growing despair to the Armenian people, the Armenian churches and many others’. 


It is also an occasion to recall the unique and significant contribution that 
the Armenian people have made to culture and civilization and recognise their 
active participation in the social and economic life of many countries today. 
The WCC specially values the contribution of the Armenian churches to the 
ecumenical movement especially as they uniquely represent the Armenian 
people. It assures the Armenian churches of the support of the churches in 
the WCC at this time when the Armenian people are confronting new problems. 


It is in the midst of a world of suffering and death that we are called to 
witness to Jesus Christ, the life of the world. The commemoration of the 
Armenian tragedy is an occasion for the churches to renew their commitment to 
be united in prayer and active solidarity with all those whose lives are 
threatened by the forces of death in our world. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.22 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Statements on Jewish Settlers in Jerusalem 


[The first text is from Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Roman Catholic, 
Anglican, and Lutheran leaders in Jerusalem. It announced a one-day (27 
April) protest closure of Christian holy sites, and a special day of prayer 
(29 April) for the Christian community of Jerusalem. The second is from 
General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches. ] 


--- [On 11 April,] 150 settlers, many of them armed men, forcibly occupied St 
John's Hospice in the heart of the Christian quarter of the Old -City, a 
3000-square-metre property of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate. Their action 
received support from Israeli authorities. It was financed, at least in great 
part, by the government, and there have been visits by government ministers 
and parliamentary authorities to encourage the settlers. Subsequently, it 
appears that high level governmental authorities intervened to restrain the 
police from carrying out judicial eviction orders. 


This action occurred towards the culmination of Holy Week and caused grievous 
disruption to some of the most solemn rites of the Christian religion, at the 
holiest shrine of Christendom, the ... Holy Sepulchre church. This government-— 
backed ... action continues to provoke almost daily violent incidents in and 
around the area containing the Holy Sepulchre and the centres of church 
governance, and has occasioned the provocative presence of numerous armed men 
in the same restricted area. Consequently, freedom of access to the Holy 
Sepulchre and freedom of worship within it have been threatened. 


This act of armed settlement seriously jeopardizes the integrity, cultural, 
and religious autonomy of the Christian, Armenian, and Muslim quarters, in 
violation of the centuries-old status and character of these quarters of the 
Holy City, honoured by all previous rulers of Jerusalem, and the international 
community, and which the Israeli government authorities have repeatedly 
pledged themselves to uphold. This action further endangers the survival of 
all Christian communities in the Holy City. 


We ... unreservedly condemn the actions of the settlers. We deplore the open 
Support and encouragement it has received from Israeli government quarters. 
We demand that the Israeli authorities effect the immediate removal of these 
settlers and secure the property for its legitimate owners, the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate. We appeal to the international community, to all churches and 
religious leaders, and to all people of good will throughout the world to give 
their active support to our call. ... 


t+ettteteeeeeres+ 


The World Council of Churches wholeheartedly supports the statement and 
actions of the heads of the Christian churches and communities in Jerusalem 
regarding the forcible occupation of St John's Hospice .... The WCC condemns 
the action of the Jewish settlers which is a violation of the centuries-old 
Status and character of the Holy City. The council deplores the open 
encouragement and support given to the occupation by the Israeli authorities 
Clearly violating international agreements. It reiterates its opposition to 
Jewish settlements in the Occupied Territories. 


The council notes with appreciation that a large number of Jews and several 
Jewish organizations ... have opposed the occupation. The council welcomes 
the decision of the Israeli Supreme Court and asks the Israeli authorities to 
ensure that all settlers are removed forthwith, and the property returned to 
the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.23 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Call for Church Action on Tourism in Hawaii 


[This is excerpted from a release from the Hawaii Ecumenical Coalition on 
Tourism, in the wake of a conference organised by the coalition, the Hawaii 
Council of Churches, and the American Friends Service Committee, working with 
the Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism and the North American 
Coordinating Center for Responsible Tourism. The Pacific islands which make 
up Hawaii are a US state.] 


... The churches have a moral obligation and responsibility to raise awareness 
in their congregations and in the State of Hawaii about tourism's negative 
impacts and consequences on Native Hawaiians. 


The churches are called upon to ‘wrestle against the principalities and 
powers' which exploit people. 


Furthermore, the churches must examine their history of involvement in 
Hawaii's past, and recognize their role in the loss of Native Hawaiian control 
over their land and destiny and in the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy. 


Such a recognition should lead to concrete actions on the part of the churches 
to rectify the wrongs which have been done. 


Given these harsh and continuing realities, we ... call upon the churches and 
religious institutions of Hawaii, in consultation with Native Hawaiians, to 
initiate a process of reconciliation and reparations, as follows: 


(1) acknowledge the anger expressed by Native Hawaiian people for the past 
actions of the missionaries, their descendants, and the churches and 
institutions they established; 


(2) recognize that this anger is an expression of the suffering of the Native 
Hawaiian people; 


(3) publicly apologize to the Native Hawaiians within their own congregations 
and the larger Native Hawaiian community for the churches’ involvement and 
participation in the destruction and erosion of Hawaiian culture, religious 
practices, land base, and the overthrow of Queen Lili'uokalani and _ the 
Hawaiian monarchy. ... 


We call upon the churches and religious institutions of Hawaii to redress 
these injustices by advocating the following ['priority rectifying actions']: 


(a) the return of public and private trust lands to the control of the Native 
Hawaiian people; 


(b) an immediate ban on all resort and related developments in those areas 
designated as sanctuaries by Native Hawaiians, and in [several] rural Hawaiian 
communities ...; 


(c) technical, financial and other support from the State of Hawaii to Native 
Hawaiian projects which encourage economic self-sufficiency; 


Furthermore, we call upon the churches and religious institutions of Hawaii to 
support the political claims of Native Hawaiians to establish a sovereign 
entity, separate from the existing state and federal governments, in order 
that they may achieve self-determination. ... [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Canadian Roman Catholic Pastoral Message on Inclusive Language 


[This message, 'To Speak as a Christian Community', was issued last year by 
the six bishops who were members of the pastoral team of the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. CCCB has just published an 18-page booklet 
with outlines for two parish workshops in connection with the message. ] 


As Christians, we are called to witness to the fundamental equality and 
dignity of all people. This involves diverse actions for social justice which 
protect and promote human life and dignity. One relatively simple but 
effective action is the use of inclusive language. 


Inclusive language, in the broadest sense, means using words which affirm the 
equality and dignity of each person regardless of race, gender, creed, age, or 
ability. Most people associate it, however, with language which includes 
women and men in contexts where the message is directed to, refers to and 
affects both and which avoids stereotypes when speaking about either sex. 
This understanding of inclusive language is the subject of these reflections. 


Inclusive language was introduced into society by the contemporary women's 
movement. AS a result, some people feel it may be only a cultural question. 
-.. One of the signs of the times identified by Vatican II and recent popes is 
the changing role of women in society. There is, therefore, a special duty to 
listen to what women are saying about the need for inclusive language. 
Through listening and reflecting, it becomes apparent that there are 
significant theological reasons for using and promoting inclusive language. 


Language is an important matter for the whole church because it is through 
language that we express our belief in God and proclaim the Good News of 
Salvation to the world. Throughout our history, great care has been taken in 
choosing words to reflect our beliefs. 


For example, at the Council of Nicea in 325 new language was introduced to 
better express our understanding of Jesus. Today, the use of inclusive 
language indicates care is being taken to ensure that words reflect our belief 
in the equality of men and women, our understanding of the gospel and our 
affirmation of the church as a communion. ... At its most profound level, 
inclusive language is a sign of our respect for the fundamental equality of 
men and women, and a means of proclaiming the gospel message of inclusiveness. 


Concern about inclusive language is also rooted in a theological understanding 
of the church as a communion. This understanding of the church was a central 
insight of the Second Vatican Council and was reaffirmed by the Extraordinary 
Synod [of bishops] of 1985. When the church is described as a communion, it 
means that Christians are in union with God and with one another, through 
Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


In this sense, the church is a sacrament or sign of the unity to which the 
whole of humanity is called. ‘Hence, there is in Christ and in the church no 
inequality on the basis of race or nationality, social condition or sex.’ 
(Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, no. 32). ... 


The theological reasons for using inclusive language are powerful. Yet, 
implementation of inclusive language in the daily life of the church will take 
time. More work is required on the part of specialists and there are 
different levels of awareness among members of the church community. [over] 


inclusive/2 


All translations of the Bible and all texts contained in the sacramentary and 
other liturgical texts are protected by copyright. Biblical translations and 
liturgical texts are revised periodically and efforts are being made to be 
attentive to inclusive language. It is a long process, however, because the 
biblical translator must communicate the message in a way that is both 
faithful to its original meaning and understandable to today's reader. The 
translator must also work with other specialists such as_ theologians, 
historians, and archaeologists in order to produce good translations of 
ancient texts. 


The revision of liturgical texts involves a lengthy approval process 
culminating in confirmation by the Vatican. Other specialists such as 
composers of hymns and linguists also have a role to play in the smooth 
transition from exclusive to inclusive language. The rules of grammar also 
affect the use of inclusive language. There is sometimes tension between the 
desire to respect the rules which protect the beauty and clarity of a language 
and the reality of a living language which is evolving to effectively 
recognize the equality of men and women. 


Another reason for slow implementation ... is the different levels of 
awareness among members of the church. Some believe that a word such as 'man' 
is already inclusive of women .and therefore reflects the theological 
principles which have been outlined. Others believe that over the years the 
meaning of 'man' has narrowed to the point that it no longer includes women 
and therefore no longer expresses these theological principles. And still 
others may not appreciate the linkage between language and theology or the 
important role that language plays in reflecting our beliefs. 


The diversity of views sometimes makes for lively debate, but if discussion 
continues in a spirit of openness and respect, it will contribute to increased 
awareness and understanding. 


Action can be taken while awaiting the completion of the work of specialists. 
Initiatives can be taken to introduce inclusive language at home, at social 
gatherings and on the job. Parishes can commit themselves to using inclusive 
language in the prayers of the faithful, in their choice of hymns, in written 
materials such as parish bulletins, in announcements from the pulpit, at 
parish gatherings, etc. 


They might consider forming discussion groups or inviting experts (e.g. 
theologians, linguists, historians, liturgists) to assist them in deepening 
their awareness of the need for inclusive language. All those whe preach 
should also be attentive to inclusive language. 


And everyone can read more on the subject, listen more sensitively, and be 
more responsive to women who do not see themselves included in our language. 
As the presidents of six national episcopal commissions, we undertake to pay 
special attention to inclusive language in all of our communications. 


Using inclusive language is one way of emphasizing the church's responsibility 
to take a stand against one of the widespread forms of discrimination found in 
our society. 


As sensitivity to the inclusion of women grows, there should be a 
corresponding increase in awareness of the need to include all regardless of 
race, gender, creed, age or ability. By seeking to overcome discrimination 
wherever it is encountered, we live more fully as a communion, respond more 
fully to the gospel, and speak as a Christian community. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Nicaraguan Christians after the Sandinista Defeat 


[This is abridged and adapted from material supplied by the Council of 
Evangelical Churches of Nicaragua.] 


For Christians here who have enthusiastically participated in the Sandinista 
revolution, what happened at the polls last 25 February engendered a crisis. 


"The election results were a Good Friday for us', declared one base community 
activist in Managua. 


On 28 February, more than 100 shocked Roman Catholics, most leaders of what 
they call the ‘church of the poor', gathered in the capital Managua to analyse 
the surprising results, and, according to one participant, to reflect on ‘why 
we were so wrong about what was going to happen'. 


Defeated President Daniel Ortega made a brief appearance in the meeting. From 
the enthusiastic reception he received it was difficult to tell he had just 
lost the election. "The revolution, like Christ, was crucified', Ortega told 
the group. "But the revolution, like Christ, will be resurrected.' 


The meeting was the first in a series of gatherings 'to pray and reflect 
seriously and objectively about what happened and what new tasks await', said 
Donald Mendoza, a priest in Leon. As part of a process of ‘Christian 
discernment', participants prepared a pastoral letter. It says Nicaragua is 
experiencing ‘a moment of temptation and testing, but also of grace. The 
Sandinista revolutionary process is passing through its test of fire.' 


Base community activists are organizing ‘pastoral brigades' to reach out to 
their neighbours who supported the victorious opposition coalition UNO. 'We 
need to work with them, not isolate or reject them', affirmed Elia Paiz, a 
member of a base community in a Managua barrio. 


UNO voters ‘will repent soon enough when they see what type of president we're 
going to have', predicted Jenny Solari, from another Managua barrio. Base 
community leaders hope marches and prayer vigils will foster renewed 
commitment among Catholics discouraged by the revolution's electoral disaster. 


A weekly newspaper of the base communities planned to reprint the national 
constitution. 'We've got to defend the conquests of the revolution', insisted 
Paiz. "We'll respect the new government when it works for the people', she 
Said, "but we'll confront it when it works against the people's interests.' 


The church activists also promise they will help the revolutionary party they 
champion to evaluate the loss and make whatever reforms are necessary. Mendoza 
Suggested the loss at the polls may stem from the party's 'style of relating 
to the people'. 


He said a ‘'magnificent opportunity' exists ‘to purify the party of some 
personnel' who, rather than seeking to serve the people, especially the poor, 
have sought personal benefit from their party status. 


Mendoza says such criticism is not offered 'from a distance', but rather 
emerges from 'a process of self-criticism'. He said ‘we should not be blaming 
Others. Instead we need to look seriously at what we could have done to 
assist the consciousness of the people.' [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Church Workers Reflect after Chamorro Win (Paul Jeffrey) , 


[This is abridged and adapted from US-based Religious News Service.] 


Since the victory earlier this year of Violeta Barrios de Chamorro over Daniel 
Ortega in the presidential elections in Nicaragua, many in Christian groups 
who supported the defeated Sandinistas (FSLN) have engaged in _ much 
post-election reflection and self-criticism. 


Searching for reasons why the predictions were so far off, their analyses run 
from not paying enough attention to the everyday needs of poor Nicaraguans to 
the campaign image projected by the winner. 


Juan Hernandez Pico, a Guatemalan Jesuit (Roman Catholic) priest and 
sociologist who lives in Managua, wrote a lengthy reflection on why he 
erroneously predicted the election outcome. ‘The principal source of my 
error', says Pico, 'was in not having lived close enough to a people who are 
poor, suffering, hopeless, expectant and frustrated'. 


Had he done so, Pico writes, 'I would have been able to hear and interpret 
better the richness and complexity in tone of the people's expression'. He 
also acknowledges that ‘having eaten well during these 10 years prevented me 
from hearing the force of protest from a majority who, after an initial 
increase in food obtained by the revolution in the first years of peace, later 
began to eat poorly'. 


Pico, who works closely with the base community movement, says he gave too 
much importance to the idea 'that people do not live just from bread, and less 
weight to the reality, no less true, that with little or no bread it is simply 
heroic to live on just dignity'. 


He suggests that the majority of the voters opted for ‘a pragmatism of 
survival' in voting for the winning coalition (UNO). He says most believed 
that 'if the FSLN had won, the US would not have accepted the triumph’. 


Another Jesuit suggests the electoral outcome was ‘a wise and sovereign 
decision of the people for peace and reconstruction’. Xavier Gorostiaga, who 
served as an economic planner for the Sandinistas after their 1979 victory, 
says a majority expressed its sympathy for Ortega and the Sandinistas during 
the campaign, but then ‘voted for survival’. 


He adds that many also voted ‘to punish the FSLN'. He says voters were 
disappointed when Ortega failed to end the military draft on 21 February, 
something many expected him to do. Election results indicate at least a third 
of the army, a group that was expected to vote heavily Sandinista, voted for 
UNO. Abolition of obligatory military service was a major Chamorro promise. 


Gorostiaga also blamed the Sandinista loss on lingering effects of 1987 
government economic austerity measures, and the ‘arrogance of Sandinista 
militants’. He also said that 'the excessive and extravagant propaganda of 
the FSLN campaign' backfired within this extremely poor country. 


He said the opinion polls failed to predict the results because the Nicaraguan 
people have never had ‘an electoral culture nor experience with polls'. He 
said the 'great polarization created by the war, the political tension and the 
economic crisis' all confounded the pollsters. [EPS] ; 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.06.22 is the 22nd item 
appearing in June 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 USA, 52.50 CDN, 55 AUS, 69.50 NZ, 69.50 CH, 85 BRD, 95 NL, 
275 FF, 275 SK, or 275 Indian. Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): 
Wednesday, 16 May; Tuesday, 22 May; Tuesday, 5 June; Monday, 18 June; 
Wednesday, 27 June; Tuesday, 3 July; and subsequent Mondays. EPS appears 
about 44 times a year. 


The Synod of Victoria of the Uniting Church in Australia (130 Little Collins 
Street, Melbourne 3000) is looking for an executive secretary for its 
Division of Social Justice. Deadline for applications is 29 June. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 
situation report #1 (24 April) on Sudanese refugees in Zaire 
situation report #8 (27 April) on Namibia 
situation report #5 (30 April) on refugees, flood, and drought in Malawi 
situation report #6 (30 April) on drought, war, and famine in Ethiopia 
situation report #1 (30 April) on winter aid to Poland 
extension of appeal (27 April), first made last July, for 2 million US dollars 
for rural rehabilitation in Uganda 


Land is Life: Towards a Just Sharing of Land is available in the 
Documentation series from the Lutheran World Federation (Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2). The text includes the report and papers from an LWF consultation 
on the subject in the Philippines in April 1989. 


CEDI, the Ecumenical Documentation and Information Centre in Brazil (Av. 
Higiendpolis 983, 01238 Sao Paulo SP) is producing a twice-weekly series of 
reports on the economic, political, social, and environmental implications of 
polices of the new president of Brazil, Fernando Collor de Mello. 


Two background articles - Human Rights in Hong Kong and Hong Kong: Two 
Countries, One Victim - are available from Hong Kong Christian Institute 
(Flat A, 11/f, 688 Shanghai Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong). Each was written. by 
HKCI Director Kwok Nai Wang. 


The new issue (#114, May) of the bi-monthly WCC publication Contact focuses on 
Tobacco and Health: Behind the Smoke Screen. A copy is available from 
WCC/CMC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The new issue (April) of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review features material 
on the Holy Spirit, focusing on the theme and one of the four sub-themes of 
the WCC Seventh Assembly of next Febraury. A copy is available from WCC 
Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2). 


The Christian Conference of Asia (57 Peking Road, 4/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong) has 
published International Affairs: Theological Guidelines for Christian 
Participation. Also from CCA-IA, the current (October 1989) issue of Asian 
Issues focuses on the Non-Aligned Movement. 


Available from WCC/Education (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is Alive Together: 
A Practical Guide to Ecumenical Learning. 44 
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RUSSIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCH PIMEN DEAD AT 79 


Patriarch Pimen, leader of tens of millions of Russian [Eastern] Orthodox 
Christians, is dead at 79. In fragile health for some time, his death (3 May) 
was described by the patriarchate as heart failure as ‘a result of a long and 
serious disease'. Pimen had headed the Russian Orthodox Church since 1971. 
On the Sunday after his death, he was buried at historic Zagorsk monastery 
near Moscow. 


The Holy Synod (bishops' executive commitee), chaired by Metropolitan Filaret 
of Kiev, elected Filaret locum tenens (interim ROC head), till a special ROC 
council meets to elect a new patriarch. Filaret, one of six synod metropolitans 
“eligible to be locum tenens, was chosen on the second secret ballot. Unofficial 
reports put that vote at 7-5. Another of the six, Juvenaly of Krutitsy and 
Kolomna, was chosen interim administrator of the patriarchal diocese (Moscow). 


The council to elect the new patriarch is expected to convene not too long 
after the end of a 40-day mourning period. The council includes all ROC 
ruling and vicar (assistant) bishops, plus clerics and laypeople (both men and 
women are eligible) from each of the 80-plus ROC dioceses in the Soviet Union 
and overseas. It votes by secret ballot. The new patriarch must already be 
an ROC bishop, at least 40 years old, and a Soviet citizen. It is likely to 
be one of the current metropolitans, of whom there are about a dozen. 


Responding to news of the death, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches, who attended the funeral, prayed for ‘the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit for the future of the Russian Orthodox Church'. General Secretary 
Jean Fischer of the Conference of European Churches said CEC mourns 'this 
great loss for the Russian Orthodox Church and the whole Oikoumene'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.28 
EAST GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS SAY CHURCH TAXES 'INEVITABLE' 


The Evangelical (United and Lutheran) church leadership in East Germany says 
church taxes like those in West Germany are ‘inevitable' to pay for church 
programmes and activities in the years ahead. Currently, East German church 
members make voluntary contributions directly to church authorities; in West 
Germany, the government collects church taxes from all listed as church 
members, and passes the funds on to the church. 


Opposing a church-tax system, Albrecht Schonherr, a retired Evangelical 
bishop, calls it an ‘illusion' to think it would much improve the financial 
Situation of the East German church. He says church taxes will cause 
Significant numbers of East Germans to resign their church membership. And, 
he notes, many members are people with low incomes, and thus not likely to pay 
much in taxes. 


Meanwhile, the Evangelical Church in [West] Germany (EKD), which groups the 
regional United, Lutheran, and Reformed churches in that country, says it will 
Make an extra 70 million German marks available this year to help pay the 
Salaries of East German church workers, for a total 1990 EKD contribution to 
East German church finances of about 170 million marks. 


Wolfgang Martens, president of the EKD financial advisory council, says about 
300 million marks in EKD support will be needed for the next few years. He 
Says a church-tax system will have to be introduced in East Germany. [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE SAYS GEORGIAN ORTHODOX ARE INDEPENDENT 


Though the Georgian Orthodox Church has considered itself autocephalous 
(independent) for centuries, a view also held by some other Eastern Orthodox 
churches, other Eastern Orthodox churches and the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
first among equals in the Eastern Orthodox family, have not so considered it. 


But that difference is now overcome, for the patriarchate has acted to 
formally ‘declare’ and 'proclaim' the Georgian Orthodox Church autocephalous. 
The autocephaly tomos (text) includes 'blessing, recognition, and official 
approval' from the patriarchate, but also refers to the Georgian ‘system of 
self government’ in place ‘from ancient times'. Ecumenical Patriarch 
Dimitrios I formally gave the tomos to Georgian Catholicos-Patriarch Ilia II 
during a eucharist at the patriarchal cathedral in Istanbul. 


Georgia, now part of the Soviet Union, is located on the Black Sea, north of 
Turkey and Armenia. Tradition says the gospel was preached there by the 
Apostles Andrew and Simon in the first century, and by Nina, a sainted slave, 
in the fourth. Christianity became the state religion about 325. 


By its account, the Georgian church became autocephalous in the fifth century 
(after depending on the Patriarchate of Antioch); autocephaly was reaffirmed 
by Antioch in the middle of the 1lth century. In 1811, after Georgia became 
part of the Russian empire, the Russian Orthodox Church absorbed the Georgian 
Orthodox Church. It resumed its autocephaly in 1917, the year of the Soviet 
revolution. The Russian Orthodox Church recognised that resumption in 1943. 


In Eastern Orthodoxy, ecumenical councils declare autocephaly, but there is 
disagreement agreement about who may act in the interim. (The last ecumenical 
council recognised as such in Eastern Orthodoxy was in 787.) Some say only 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate can decree autocephaly, others that it can be 
given to a new autocephalous church by its autocephalous mother church. The 
procedures are to be settled at the next Eastern Orthodox ecumenical council. 


One notable autocephaly disagreement involves the Orthodox Church in America. 
The Russian Orthodox Church granted OCA autocephaly in 1970, but it is not 
formally recognised by the Ecumenical Patriarchate and jurisdictions agreeing 
with it. At Dimitrios' invitation, an OCA delegation visited Istanbul earlier 
this year. A patriarchate report calls OCA a ‘church community' (rather than 
a 'church',) and puts Orthodox Church in America in quotation marks. [EPS] 
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PASTOR WHO HOSTED HONECKER REPORTS 2000 LETTERS, TWO BOMB THREATS 


For three months earlier this year, East German Evangelical (United) Pastor 
Uwe Holmer sheltered deposed state leader Erich Honecker and his wife Margot. 
The pastor says that in the wake of the invitation, he has received nearly 
2000 letters (half of them negative) and two bomb threats. Holmer and his 
wife invited the Honeckers into their home after Erich Honecker was released 
from prison in January. Then, the authorities could not find a place for the 
Honeckers to live; last month, they moved to a Soviet military hospital. 
Holmer said lodging the Honeckers was an act of charity and forgiveness, and 
that he and his wife developed a friendly relationship with them. While 
Margot Honecker was government minister for education, the 10 Holmer children 
were denied higher education. [EPS] 
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KENYA: BISHOP'S CALL FOR MULTI-PARTY SYSTEM PROMPTS DEBATE 


A call by Kenyan Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu (Maseno South Diocese) urging a 
constitutional amendment to allow a multi-party system and limit the tenure of 
any future president to two terms has prompted heated debate. Okullu, who 
also chairs the National Council of Churches of Kenya, said the Kenyan one- 
party system is a mistake which does not allow free discussion. 


However, two other prominent Kenyan bishops, one of whom has often tangled 
with the government in the past, issued a joint statement disagreeing with 
Okullu. Anglican Bishop Alexander Muge (Eldoret Diocese) and Methodist 
Presiding Bishop Lawi Imathiu supported a one-party system, but urged strong 
checks and balances to ensure democracy within it. 


They supported the view of Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi that a multi-party 
system now could easily degenerate into tribal groupings. They urged Kenyans 
to support Moi, saying he never ignores national issues raised by church 
leaders in their meetings with him. 


In his statement, Okullu referred to a recent suggestion by General Secretary 
Joseph Kamotho of the ruling party (Kanu), for a public debate about the 
political system Kenyans want. Okullu said public debates are foreign to 
Kenyans, and many would not express their views for fear of suffering bad 
consequences. He gave as an example the case of Waruru Kanja, recently sacked 
from the cabinet and expelled from Kanu after his critical comments. 


Okullu rejected views of Kenyan politicans who say a single-party system is 
African by nature. He suggested formation of a commission representing all 
interested groups to discuss what kind of political and economic set-up 
Kenyans want. He described some African governments as one-man shows, with a 
leader surrounded by a few friends who openly exploit such situations for 
personal gain. As for a limitation on the terms of a president, he said power 
corrupts even a person with the best of wills. 


Replies to Okullu by government representatives came quickly. Energy Minister 
Nicholas Biwott said Okullu stands alone, and that all Kenyans favour a one- 
party system. He said a multi-party system contradicts traditional Kenyan 
lifestyles and representation systems, and that it had created problems in the 
country in the past. 


Sharrif Nassir, an assistant minister for information and broadcasting, 
challenged Okullu to stand for political office, instead of using his church 
office to make political statements. He called for public demonstrations to 
condemn Okullu. He accused Okullu and a former member of parliament, Martin 
Shikuku, of inciting Kenyans. He warned that they are pushing Moi too far, to 
the limit of his patience. 


A Muslim gathering in Mombasa, attended by Nassir and Said Hemed (an assistant 
Minister for environment and natural resources), supported the one-party 
System, and accused Okullu of attempting to lead the country into chaos. 
Nassir said Muslims and Christians live together happily in Kenya. 
(Britannica World Data reports that Muslims are about 6 percent of the 25 
Million people of Kenya, Christians 73 percent.) 


Among those speaking in support of Okullu were the provost of the Anglican 
Cathedral in Embu, and three lawyers. [EPS] 
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USA: ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE CONSIDERS 'BUILDING THE EARTH COMMUNITY' 


A national ecumenical conference on ‘building the earth community' drew about — 
100 participants to interdenominational Riverside Church in New York (3-5 May). 


The gathering was sponsored by Riverside with support from ecumenical and 
denominational bodies. It opened with worship including preaching by 
‘Pentecostal James Forbes, senior minister of Riverside, and Eastern Orthodox 
Leonid Kishkovsky, president of the [US] National Council of Churches. A 
conference organiser said the theme was chosen to include other social issues 
besides ecology. 


One speaker, Lutheran theologian Elizabeth Bettenhausen, challenged the 
reference in the theme to 'building'. She said the ‘earth community' is an 
existing reality which needs to be acknowledged rather than constructed. 


Joan Campbell, director of the US office of the World Council of Churches, 
reported to participants on the WCC-sponsored World Convocation on Justice, 
Peace and the Integrity of Creation, last March in Seoul. 


The commitment to justice, and particularly to overcoming racism, she said, 
must be interrelated with ecology if the latter is to avoid becoming an issue 
only for the white middle class. 


One Riverside session featured contrasting emphasis by two theologians - Roman 
Catholic Thomas Berry, and Methodist Cain Felder. 


Berry warned of the damage inflicted by such ‘irreversible' developments as 

the destruction of entire species, and the need for change in the way 
religions view the natural world. They must read it as another Scripture, he — 
said. 


Felder accepted the validity of environmental concern, but, noting the 
predominantly white makeup of the audience, insisted attention must also go to 
the way dominant groups damage the environment of ethnic minorities. 


Berry then acknowledged ‘a kind of white elitism' in the ecology movement, and 
a tension between 'social ecology' and 'nature ecology’. 


Berry is white, Felder black. 


Later, Daniel Martin, a Roman Catholic priest who advises the United Nations 
on its promotion of the Enviornmental Sabbath (1-3 June this year), suggested 
that when the boat is in danger of sinking, efforts to resolve interpersonal 

issues among the passengers must become secondary. 


The conference also gave participants a chance to hear reports on how various 
congregations are already engaged in the ecology movement locally, and to 
attend small group sessions on specific issues. 


In one such session, on economics, Lutheran theologian Larry Rasmussen said 
the capitalist thought of Adam Smith and the socialist thought of Karl Marx 
both need correction from the perspective of ecology. 


Both, he said, devalue land apart from human activity, and see value only in 
the human alteration of the earth from its ‘empty' or ‘undeveloped' state. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.33 
FILIPINO LUTHERANS END RELATIONSHIP WITH US PARTNER 


The board of the Lutheran Church in the Philippines has announced an end to 


the LCP "partner-church relationship' with the US-based Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod. The LCP statement accuses LCMS of "uncharitably 
nullifying the autonomy, Sovereignty, and integrity of LCP'. Advocate for 


Reform Movement, an LCP group critical of the leadership of LCP President 
Thomas Batong, has been supported by some LCMS missionaries. ARM Says there 
are serious financial irregularities in LCP. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.34 
NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION RELEASED 
The New Revised Standard Version Bible, in preparation since 1974, was 
released this month. The predecessor RSV appeared in 1952. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.35 

US CHURCH GROUPS SUPPORT HINDU GROUP IN COURT CASE 

In a text filed with the US Supreme Court, the [US] National Council of 
Churches, Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights, Church of the 
Brethren, and General Conference of the Mennonite Church joined several Hindu 
and other religious groups, and international human-rights organisations, to 
Support an appeal of a lower-court judgment against the International Society 
of Krishna Consciousness, a Hindu group commonly known as Hare Krishnas. A 
California state court has ruled that the society must pay more than 5 million 
US dollars to a mother and her daughter for ‘emotional distress', and that to 
raise the money it must sell temples and ashrams (monasteries). NCC General 
Secretary James Hamilton said Christians ‘must defend for the Hare Krishnas 
the same religious liberty we claim for ourselves’. The National Association 
of Evangelicals filed a separate brief Supporting the appeal. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.36 
BELGIAN KING TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED TO AVOID SIGNING ABORTION LAW 
Belgian King Baudoin, a Roman Catholic, asked to be briefly removed as monarch 
so he would not have to sign legislation ending a total ban on abortions. The 
measure became law without his signature during his suspension. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.37 
NICARAGUA: EVANGELICAL GROUP GETS NEW NAME 
In Nicaragua, the Evangelical Committee for Aid to Development, has renamed 
itself the Council of Evangelical Churches in Favour of Denominational 
Alliance. Its Spanish acronym, Cepad, remains the same. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.38 
GREECE: CHURCH ASKS FOUR GOVERNMENT POSTS 
A spokesperson for the bishops of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece says 
Several posts in the new government - secretaries of state for education, 
worship, culture, and sciences — should be held by clergy or others endorsed 
by the church. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.39 
POPE SUGGESTS RE-EVALUATION OF BOHEMIAN REFORMER JAN HUS 

During his brief visit to Czechoslovakia last month, the pope associated 
himself with suggestions that the 15th-century church condemnation of Bohemian 
Priest and church reformer Jan Hus be reviewed. Hus was condemned for heresy 
and burned alive in 1415. Commenting afterward, vice prime minister Josef 
Hromadka, formerly moderator in the Evangelical [United] Church of the Czech 
Brethren, which sees in Hus a spiritual ancestor, said the papal words about 
the reformer are of notable ecumenical importance. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.40 

CANADA: CHURCH OPPOSITION TO 'VIDEO POKER’ 

President Stewart Robertson of the Saskatchewan Conference of the United 
Church of Canada says UCC opposes gambling, even though the provincial 
government plans to use some of the money it makes on video poker machines for 
health care costs. ‘If we really believe in health ccare', Robertson says, 
"then let's take it out of our taxes.' Grant Schmidt, the government minister 
responsible for the Saskatchewan Gaming Commission, estimates that the 
machines could raise about 25 million Canadian dollars a year. He says the 
government would rather that people spent 20 dollars on video poker than 20 
dollars buying whisky. "At least broke and sober, they won't run anybody 
over', he observes. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.41 

ROMANIA: PATRIARCH IN COMEBACK 

Teoctist, the Eastern Orthodox patriarch of Romania, has resumed his functions 
as head of the main grouping of Christians in the country. Last January, 
shortly after the overthrow of the Ceausescu government, he announced his 
retirement for health reasons. Though critics say he was too closely linked 
with the former government, at a meeting last month, the bishops of the 
Romanian Orthodox Church reportedly voted unanimously to have him resume his 
functions. According to a church communiqué, this followed numerous requests 
from church people, an improvement in Teoctist's health, and an analysis of 
unspecified ‘other options'. It adds that some had questioned whether a 
Romanian patriarch is allowed to retire under church law. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.42 
GERMANY: EVANGELICALS SET REUNION DATE 
The Evangelical Alliances in West and East Germany say they will re—unite 
within a year. Between them, they count about a million members. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.43 

ALBANIA: DEMONSTRATIONS FOR DEMOCRACY, RELIGIOUS LIBERTY REPORTED 

Quoting UK-based Keston College, the German Evangelical Alliance reports 
recent demonstrations for democracy and religious freedom in Albania, in which 
religion has been outlawed since 1967. Several hundred people reportedly — 
participated. The Albanian criminal code makes 'fascist, anti-democratic, 
religious, war-mongering, or anti-socialist propaganda' a punishable offence. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.05.44 
CHINA: REQUIRED POLITICAL-STUDY COURSES FOR CONGREGATIONS REPORTED 
The German Evangelical Alliance reports that Christian congregations in 
Chinese cities are being required by the Chinese government Religious Affairs 
Bureau to attend weekly political-study lessons held in churches. It says 
‘most believers try to find excuses enabling them to be absent’. Citing a 
Hong Kong-based research institute, the alliance says this is the 'first 
direct RAB interference of this kind in church curriculum since 1982'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.45 

WEST GERMANY: CHURCH SOCCER TOURNAMENT: INSURANCE DEFEATS SOCIAL WELFARE 
Sixteen football (soccer) teams participated in the first such tournament on 
the level of the Evangelical [United, Lutheran, Reformed] Church in [West] 
Germany. The team from the church insurance organisation Ecclesia defeated 
the social-welfare institute of Speyer in the finals. President Werner 
Schramm of the Evangelical [United] Church of the Palatinate participated in 
the kick-off. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.46 
SWEDEN: ARCHBISHOP APPEALS ON BALTIC STATES 
Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Bertil Werkstrém has issued a message of support 
for ‘freedom and self-determination' in the three Baltic republics of the 
Soviet Union (Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia). [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.47 
200 EVANGELICALS ENDORSE BIBLICAL EQUALITY OF MEN AND WOMEN 
In an ad in the US evangelical magazine Christianity Today (9 April), 200 
signers endorsed a statement from Christians for Biblical Equality. 'In the 
New Testament economy', it says, ‘women as well as men exercise the prophetic, 
priestly, and royal functions', and "public recognition is to be given to both 
women and men who exercise ministries of service and leadership'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.48 

YUGOSLAVIA: ORTHODOX DAMN DAM 

A metropolitan, a bishop, and several thousand other members of the Eastern 
(Serbian) Orthodox Archdiocese of Belgrade-Karlovci have strongly protested 
plans to build a hydroelectric dam on the Pe¢-Bistrica River, a kilometre from 
the Imperial Monastery of the Patriarchate of Peé. The archdiocesan petition 
calls the project ‘incomprehensible ... monstrous and vandalistic'. . The 
Signers are ‘flabbergasted and angered’ by the plans, and ‘demand that nobody 
descrate our monasteries. ... Temporal and short-sighted economic priorities 
must not be allowed to outweigh ecclesial and cultural priorities', they 
observe. 'Nor should they outweigh either ecological or national priorities. 
We do not need to dwell on deeper, more sinister priorities.' The signers 
conclude with confidence in the ‘eventual triumph of common sense, honesty, 
and conscience'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.49 

JUDGE ALLOWS ALL-MALE JURY ON RELIGIOUS GROUNDS 

A district court judge in Australia has upheld the right of a man to exclude 
women from a jury on grounds that having women on the jury would be an 
"abomination of God' and against his Christian beliefs. The defendant, Paul 
Shelly, had pleaded not guilty to having sent a threatening letter in 1988 to 
the former premier of the Australian state of Queensland, Mike Ahern. The 
case was dismissed when Ahern did not appear in court to testify. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.50 

KESTON COLLEGE CUTS BACK 

In the wake of the major changes in central and eastern Europe in the last 
year, most of the research staff for that region at UK-based Keston College 
have been laid off, according to a report in the British church weekly The 
Tablet. Keston collects and shares information about the church in Marxist— 
led societies. Keston supporters see the situation as a "penalty of 
success'. Nonetheless, its management council has decided not to close 
Keston, which began its work two decades ago. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.51 
ZIMBABWE: PRIEST LOSES HANDS, EYE IN PARCEL-BOMB ATTACK 
Michael Lapsley, a New Zealand Anglican priest who has long worked in southern 
Africa and who is active in the African National Congress, lost both his 
hands, and the sight of at least one eye, when he opened a parcel sent from 
South Africa. He thought it contained books, but it blew up in his face. He 
was home in Harare having recently returned from a speaking tour in Canada. 
Last January, he completed a term of service as a consultant in Zimbabwe for 
the Lutheran World Federation. He is due to take up parish work soon. He was 
expelled from South Africa in the 1970s for his work against apartheid. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.52 

MALAYSIA: INTERFAITH GROUP EXPLAINS SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN ON ISLAMIC LAW 

The Malaysian Consultative Council of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, and 
Sikhism, which groups the main minority religions in Malaysia, says its 
signature campaign against government plans to impose Islamic law on non- 
Muslims is not attacking the government or Islamic law as such. (About half 
the Malaysian population of 17.5 million is Muslim.) The council was replying 
to reported criticism by Malaysian Prime Minister Mahatir Mohammad. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.53 
GERMANY: PASTORS FROM WEST TO FILL POSTS IN EAST 
The Evangelical [United] Church of the Union, which groups eight Landeskirchen 
(regional churches) in the two Germanys, has decided that some pastors from 
the west, where there is a surplus, can fill vacant posts in the east. 
Details about finance and length of expected service remain to be worked out. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.05.54 

ROMANIA: EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE DENIED GOVERNMENT REGISTRATION 

The German Evangelical Alliance reports the Romanian government has declined 
to register the Evangelical Alliance in Romania, which includes Lutherans, 
Baptists, Pentecostals, Brethren, and Eastern (Romanian) Orthodox among its 
members. One sticking point seems to be the inclusion in the alliance of the 
Lord's Army, whose members are at least nominally part of the numerically 
dominant Romanian Orthodox Church. Also at issue is whether alliance meetings 
would be restricted to church buildings, as the government insists. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.55 
NETHERLANDS: CONSENSUS LACKING ON UNITED CHURCH ORDER 
The synods (governing bodies) of the two large Dutch Reformed denominations 
have not found agreement on proposals for a common church order. The two, GKN 
and NHK, are ‘together on the way’ to a reunion sometime after the turn of the 
century. A committee is to come up with a new proposal later in the year. — 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.05.56 
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN ZAIRE MARKS TWO DECADES 
The Church of Christ in Zaire (ECZ) - a grouping of dozens of communities of 
several Christian traditions - is marking its 20th anniversary this year. It 
used to be the Protestant Council of the Congo. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.57 

CUBA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL SEES REVOLUTIONARY BLESSINGS, DESPITE MISTAKES 

In an open letter published in the official Cuban newspaper Gramma, the 
president of the Ecumenical Council of Churches of Cuba says activities of the 
council are undertaken ‘in solidarity with the revolution’, that the council 
encourages Christians to be ‘active members of this society', and that 
‘despite its mistakes, the revolution [which brought Fidel Castro to power and 
Marxist rule to Cuba in 1959] has been a blessing for our people'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.58 
USA: RECORD NUMBER OF 'SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY' RESOLUTIONS REPORTED 
The Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility reports a record 220 ‘social 
responsibility shareholder resolutions' by religious investors this year. The 
effort involves more than 150 companies and includes such issues as ties to 
South Africa; corporate impact on the environment; conversion of military 
facilities to peaceful production; nuclear, chemical, and space weapons; 4 
employment practices in Northern Ireland, the United States, and other 
countries; advertising infant formula directly to mothers; tobacco marketing 
and production; and corporate governance and political activities. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.59 

USA: QUAKERS PROTEST 'POPEYE THE QUAKER MAN' 

Several Quaker groups are protesting the decision of Quaker Oats Company to 
use the Popeye the Sailor cartoon character to advertise Instant Quaker 
Oatmeal. Quakers are pacifists, and have long favoured the equality of 
women. They say Popeye as portrayed in the Quaker commercials is a violent 
character, and the portrayal of his friend Olive Oyl demeans women. In 1915, 
Quakers tried to have a law passed banning the commercial use of the word 
Quaker, but did not succeed. Later, they failed to prevent a distiller from 
marketing Old Quaker whisky. There has never been a tie between Quakers and 
Quaker Oats. The company was formed in 1891 when seven independent millers 
joined to form what critics called the Oatmeal Trust. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.60 
BIBLE SOCIETIES LEADER SAYS 70 MILLION BIBLES NEEDED IN EAST EUROPE 
General Secretary Cirilo Rigos of the United Bible Societies says more than 70 
million Bibles will be needed in eastern Europe in the next two years. He was 
speaking in Nairobi at a news conference at the close of a three-day seminar 
of the governing body of the UBS Africa region. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.61 
BANGLADESH: CHRISTIAN PRIME MINISTER APPOINTED 
Michael Sushil Adhikari, a well known Baptist leader in Bangladesh, is the new 
prime minister of that Asian country, in which nearly 90 percent of the people 
are Muslims, and most of the rest are Hindus. Christians account for about 
0.3 percent of the more than 110 million Bangladeshis. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.62 
LATVIA: ARCHBISHOP AND CONSISTORY BLAST SOVIET POLICY IN LITHUANIA 
Archbisop Karlis Gailitis and the Latvian Lutheran consistory have expressed 
"contempt' for the ‘imperialistic and militaristic policy of the Soviet Union 
in independent Lithuania'. In a message to Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
the church leaders expressed solidarity with the ‘peaceful struggle of the 
Baltic nations for independence'. Latvia and Lithuania are neighbours. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.63 

AFRICA: CONCERN EXPRESSED ABOUT RIGHT-WING FUNDAMENTALISM 

Meeting in Harare, participants in a workshop expressed concern that 
right-wing fundamentalism could suffocate mainline forms of Christianity in 
Africa. The workshop .waS sponsored by the Ecumenical Documentation and 
Information Centre for Eastern and Southern Africa. Participants came from 
Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, 
Botswana, Namibia, Swaziland, and South Africa. Participants said right-wing 
religious groups are heavily funded by North American and European sources 
which oppose African self-—determination. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.64 

USA: CONCERN EXPRESSED ABOUT 'DECADE OF EVANGELISM' 

Meeting in New Orleans, the council of the Associated Parishes for Liturgy and 
Mission, an unofficial North American Anglican group, expressed alarm at the 
Current, decade-long Anglican emphasis on evangelism. 'We recognize that 
evangelization is a biblical imperative', the council says, but worries that 
the term ‘evangelism’ as currently used and heard ‘leads to confusion, 
misunderstanding, and anxiety'. The group urges that evangelism not be used 
‘simply to increase our numbers and income. ... Our first callling is not to 
Proselytize. Our first calling is to proclaim the reign of God in the world, 
Seeking and serving Christ in all persons, and respecting the dignity of every 
human being, ready to give an account of the hope that is in us.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


. EPS 90.05.65 
ECUVIEW: The Future for the Church in Romania (Steve Friesen) 


[This is excerpted and adapted from an article in the 21 February issue of the 
US ecumenical weekly Christian Century. It is used with permission. Friesen 
is a representative of the Mennonite Central Committee. ] 


... The hope and anxiety that characterize the political transition are 
evident too in the churches, which are also reorganizing. Leaders sustained 
by the previous government have already been removed in several denominations. 
... Leaders whose resistance to the government blocked them from promotions 
are now ascending in the church structures. While this in general bodes well 
for the health of the local churches, it will be disruptive domestically and 
internationally, since most foreign organizations were in contact with the 
former leaders. 


Some church bodies will disappear, and new ones will probably emerge. Some 
denominations formed by the government as a way of more effectively 
controlling the churches will probably fragment or renounce their national 
organizations. ... Several Romanians also want the denominations to sponsor 
youth organizations. 


The churches' reorganization and revitalization will depend on how they handle 
certain issues. One is trust. Government informers and secret police agents 
have permeated all parts of Romanian society, including the churches. The 
major offenders are usually obvious and will probably be confronted, but it is 
impossible simply to uproot this problem and move on. Minor collaborators, 
many of them unwilling victims, will remain, and patterns of suspicion, 
distrust and recrimination will haunt the churches. 


The hostility between national groups also presents a challenge. The former 
regime fanned the flames of bigotry in its attempt to divide and conquer the 
nation. But ethnic prejudice is deeply entrenched in Romania, and will 
certainly survive the Ceausescu era. Most churches divide along ethnic lines 
(such as Hungarian Reformed, German Lutheran and Romanian Orthodox), though 
some do bridge these boundaries. 


A third issue is political involvement. Political office or activity within 
governmental structures has not been an option for most Romanian Christians 
since World War II. Now that genuine elections are being planned and 
Christians are becoming more accepted, the churches will have to determine the 
extent to which they can and will be involved in politics. 


Some Christians hope to elect a Christian president; others believe the 
church has a spiritual calling high above politics; others foresee a non- 
political role for the churches while members engage in the governing process. 
There is great potential in this issue for division and dissent in the 
churches, but hope remains that Christians can lead the nation toward a loving 
tolerance that is at the same time committed to specific values and ideals. 


Finally, it remains to be seen whether the Romanian churches will recover a 
broader vision of their mission. They have been systematically excluded from 
such areas as health care, agriculture, education and human rights advocacy. 
Although the churches have informally cared for the poor and needy in their 
midst, they have tended to accept being restricted to the more ‘spiritual’ 
tasks. A new aspect of ministry is now available. Hence it. isa’ time og 
great opportunity for Romanian believers, but also one requiring wisdom and 
discernment. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.66 
ECUVIEW: New Ecumenical Perspectives on Laity 


[This is adapted from an aide-mémoire prepared in connection with a seminar 
sponsored by the World Council of Churches. The group met in Crete earlier 
this year.] 


... We have reached a stage where the updating and appraisal of the history of 
the Ecumenical Movement in regard to laity has become necessary. We must 
rethink and re-evaluate the present situation from an ecclesiological, 
missionary, and pastoral point of view. Several reasons may be given for this: 


1. A large number of the laity are alienated from the church. This forces it 
both to reflect on the nature of its being and its mission and to listen to 
the challenge and the opportunity this provides. 


2. Largely in the Third World, a new way of doing theology is emerging 
amongst groups of lay people who work and witness to their faith in frontier 
Situations. There is also the rediscovery of the gospel by lay people at the 
grassroots level, whose life and witness are rooted in the study of the Bible. 


3. The emergence of new groups, communities, associations, and movements is a 
new sign of vitality in the churches. This is a reality which points to the 
need to understand them as a movement of the Spirit of God. This new life has 
to be channelled in a way that will renew the life of the whole church. 


4. There is a desire by laity to witness to their faith in all spheres of 
modern life —- social, political, economic, etc. The need is felt for laity 
formation that takes into account the complexities of modern life. 


5. More and more provision needs to be made for women to participate fully in 
the life of the church according to their gifts. 


For many people today, the word ‘church’ does not communicate primarily the 
image of a communion of all the faithful, both lay Christians and ordained 
Christians. There may be many reasons for this, including sociological 
reasons, 


There can be no doubt, however, that while the churches have sought ever 
better doctrinal formulations of what it means to be a church, the reality so 
often falls short of the descriptions and images given in these formulations. 


This calls for a spirit of repentance among Christians. It also requires that 
all members of the church renew their awareness of and seek to live out more 
effectively the fundamental vocation and mission of each single member and of 
the community as a whole. 


While recognizing the need always for new insights into individual vocations 
and ministries and into the interaction between all members of the body of 
Christ, the seminar considered it necessary to outline a few basic points 
regarding the self—understanding of the people of God as well as to present a 
few important consequences of this. 


Christian identity is rooted in receiving God's grace in word and sacrament 
and in the gifts granted by his Holy Spirit. This holds true for all members 
of the body of Christ, the people of God, the temple of the Spirit. [over] 


laity/2 


The seminar was concerned with the significance of this for lay Christians in 
the life of the churches. It considered that greater attention needs to be 
given to a positive and constructive way of understanding and describing lay 
Christians in the context of different ecclesiologies, and to the means by 
which lay Christians can come to a deeper awareness of their personal vocation 
from God, of the significance of their baptismal status, of the particular 
charisms granted to them by the Holy Spirit, of their responsibility to build 
up the eucharistic community in a spirit of sharing and receiving with their 
fellow Christians, and of their mission to give witness to Christ and to his 
gospel in their daily lives and in all their encounters. 


It recognized that all Christians are called to participate in the threefold 
mission and ministry of Jesus Christ as priest, prophet and king. This 
participation is exercised in a life of discipleship by which all of daily 
life becomes a sharing in the mystery of Christ's dying and rising for us. 


Furthermore, in view of the need for both lay Christians and clergy 
continually to recall their common participation in this mission and ministry, 
the seminar drew attention to participation through the priesthood of all 
believers, through faith and teaching, in mission and service, and in the 
search for unity. 


The intention of this seminar was not to make recommendations, but to offer 
suggestions. Is it possible over the next years to try the following? 


1. Create programmes of formation with a view to equipping lay Christians and 
clergy with the required knowledge, skills and values aiming at the building 
of a conciliar church. 


2. Give attention to the ecumenical dimension in all formation programmes for 
lay Christians. 


3. Use church-related schools and colleges for the Christian formation of 
children and youth, especially in the developing countries. 


4, Re-activate those lay ministries and functions which have become defunct 
but are still relevant. 


5. Strengthen the ministries in which lay Christians have traditionally been 
active. 


6. Recognize a diversity of new ministries where these are judged to be 
necessary. 


7. In appropriate ways, sustain and encourage the presence and witness of 
Christian lay women and men in tasks such as women's development (with stress 
on their equality of status and their empowerment), the socio-economic uplift 
of the poor and discriminated, the search for the articulation of ethical 
principles and norms in the developing areas of science and technology (such 
as, for example, the area of bio-genetics); peace-making and reconciliation 
with concern for justice, in situations of violence and the violation of human 
rights, participation in political processes and structures, environmental 
conservation. 


ou Consider what particular emphasis and training can be given to the 
specific responsibility of lay Christians for dialogue and cooperation with 
people of other faiths? [EPS] 
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Hong Kong: church unity said starting point for mission 
Anglican commission on women in the episcopate offers advice 
North America: Serbian Orthodox leaving lawsuit era behind 


Canada: accepting lottery money prompts church debate 
200th anniversary of missionary work in India to be marked 
New Russian Orthodox Patriarch to be elected in early June 
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USSR: tax exemption in Georgia for clergy, church bodies 
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Religion said significant factor in determing attitudes to animals 


ECUVIEWS: When Should the Church Speak Out? 
Australia Focus #6 — Ecumenism #1 
The Union of Brest-—Litovsk - An Orthodox View 
Reconciliation and Interfaith Dialogue 


hose of the WCC or the partners. 


ms ea 


Telex: 415 730 OIK CH _ _—_ Editor: Tom Dorris 


(57/18) 
(154053) 


90),,0 5.167 
. 68 
-69 


0 
Ay 
a 


ANY 8) 
74 
oh 


ay ie 
ih 
18 
fD 


-80 
Reet) 
-82 
-83 


84 
85 
86 
<O7, 


ical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
souncil of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 57 / Issue 18 
SHOPTALKEK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.06.22 is the 22nd item 
appearing in June 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 
69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): Tuesday, 22 May; Tuesday, 5 
June; Monday, 18 June; Wednesday, 27 June; Tuesday, 3 July; and subsequent 
Mondays. EPS appears about 44 times a year. 


In EPS 90.05.61, the reference should be to government minister, not prime 
minister. 


The Life & Peace Institute (Box 297, S-751 05 Uppsala) has available a report 
on Peace Policy for the 90s prepared by the institute and the Swedish 
Ecumenical Council. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 
a review (8 May) of emergency cases in March/April 
situation report #7 (7 May) on violent shelling in Lebanon 
situation report #5 (30 April) on refugees, flood, and drought in Malawi 
situation report #6 (30 April) on drought, war, and famine in Ethiopia 
situation report #1 (30 April) on winter aid to Poland 


News about Haiti, updated each Sunday, is available in French from CHRD, the 
Haitian Research and Documentation Centre in Geneva. Phone 41-22/738.1438. 


CEDI, the Ecumenical Documentation and Information Centre in Brazil (Av. 
Higienépolis 983, 01238 Sao Paulo SP) is producing a twice-weekly series of 
reports on the economic, political, social, and environmental implications of 
polices of the new president of Brazil, Fernando Collor de Mello. 


Two background articles - Human Rights in Hong Kong and Hong Kong: Two 
Countries, One Victim - are available from Hong Kong Christian Institute 
(Flat A, 11/f, 688 Shanghai Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong). Each was written by 
HKCI Director Kwok Nai Wang. 


The new issue (#114, May) of the bi-monthly WCC publication Contact focuses on 
Tobacco and Health: Behind the Smoke Screen. A copy is available from 
WCC/CMC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The new issue (April) of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review features material 
on the Holy Spirit, focusing on the theme and one of the four sub-themes of 
the WCC Seventh Assembly of next February. A copy is available from WCC 
Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2). 


The Christian Conference of Asia (57 Peking Road, 4/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong) has 
published International Affairs: Theological Guidelines for Christian 
Participation. Also from CCA-IA, the current (October 1989) issue of Asian 
Issues focuses on the Non-Aligned Movement. : 


Available from WCC/Education (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is Alive Together: 
A Practical Guide to Ecumenical Learning. 
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EPS 90.05.67 
HONG KONG: CHURCH UNITY SAID STARTING POINT FOR MISSION 


A manifesto from an ecumenical consultation in Hong Kong last month (17-23 


April) calls church unity the ‘starting point' for mission in Hong Kong in the 
coming decade. 


The gathering was sponsored by the Hong Kong Christian Council. ‘We look 
forward to a closer relationship among the denominations so that we can help 
each other in love', the approximately 130 participants said. 


The Christian population of Hong Kong is estimated at about a tenth of the 
total population of about 5.8 million. Now a British colony, it is to revert 
to Chinese control in mid-1997. Church leaders say the exodus of Christians 
is becoming more and more serious as 1997 approaches. By one estimate, a 
third of the 50 000 Hong Kong residents who emigrated last year are Christians. 


Noting this and other issues, the manifesto calls the next decade ‘a very 
difficult trial period' for the church in the colony. It says one church role 
should be to seek ‘a political structure which has a high degree of autonomy, 
is governed by law, and respects human rights, freedom, and democracy'. It 
urges the church in Hong Kong and in China to develop fellowship ‘which 
transcends social, political, and cultural differences'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.68 
ANGLICAN COMMISSION ON WOMEN IN THE EPISCOPATE OFFERS ADVICE 


In its new report, the international Anglican Commission on Communion and 
Women in the Episcopate offers advice about how to proceed while the decision 
of some parts of Anglicanism to accept women as bishops is 'being tested’. 


It says that in a diocese whose bishop is a woman, those who do not agree that 
women can be bishops ‘may, nevertheless, continue to regard themselves as 
being in communion with the rest of the province, its house of bishops, with 
the woman diocesan concerned (without, for the time being, accepting her 
episcopal ministry), and with the worldwide communion of churches'. 


"Dissenting priests and congregations’ are urged to continue to ‘recognise and 
maximise all that they continue to share at the level of faith, common 
history, and ethos with other Anglicans', to 'take part in all levels of the 
life of the diocese', including ‘financial support', to 'not actively oppose 
the episcopal ministry of the woman bishop’ and 'not go as far as to say that 
a woman could never be a bishop’. 


Female diocesan bishops are to ‘'respect' the views of dissenters, and appoint 
clergy for dissenting parishes who are 'in sympathy' with the parish position. 


The commission observes that ‘ordinations performed by a woman bishop will add 
a new category of ministry with restricted interchangeability', though 'this 
problem is itself not new' in Anglicanism. Also, 'the exercise of individual 
episcopal discretion in a ... refusal to license a person from elsewhere in 
the Anglican communion’ is also not new, it adds. 


The commission discourages ‘individual statements about the breaking of 
communion' over the issue. It says 'those who have reservations about the 
ordinations of a woman bishop should at least acknowledge that in such 
ordinations the correct canonical procedures have been followed'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.69 
NORTH AMERICA: SERBIAN ORTHODOX LEAVING LAWSUIT ERA BEHIND 


The Serbian [Eastern] Orthodox Church in North America has entered the 1990s 
celebrating victory in a series of lawsuits that have disturbed it for a 
generation. : 


Bishop Christopher, who heads the Eastern Diocese and chairs the North 
American council of Serbian bishops, said his denomination is now exploring 
possibilities for reconciliation with the Free Serbian Orthodox, with whom his 
group has been involved in the disputes, schisms, and lawsuits of recent 
years. These have to do in part with attitudes towards the Yugoslavia-—based 
leadership of the Serbian patriarchate. 


Interviewed this month on his way to Yugoslavia for the annual assembly of 
Serbian bishops, Christopher said the only agenda item specifically concerned 
with North America is the naming of committees to study ways sacramental 
problems could be resolved in reconciling the ordained ministries of the 
Serbians and the Free Serbians. 


Christopher recalled that the North American division began in 1963, when 
Dionisije, then the only Serbian bishop for North America, defied both the 
patriarchate's attempt to question him on charges related to his behaviour and 
its decision to replace the one North American Serbian diocese with three. 


Dionisije was removed in 1964, Christopher said, but sued to retain church 
property and drew lay support by charging that Tito, then the ruler of 
Yugoslavia, controlled the patriarchate. Christopher noted that the US 
Supreme Court finally sided with the patriarchate-backed US Serbian hierarchy 
in 1976. But, he said, full implementation of that decision by lower courts 
has been delayed by legal manoeuvring. 


Much of the property has been turned over, Christopher said, including 
cathedrals in Cleveland and Pittsburgh. (He lives near the latter.) But use 
of the New York cathedral was only regained last September. 


Toma Stojshich, a Romanian-born Serb who served a five-year prison term on 
treason charges before emigrating from Romania and becoming a priest, now 
serves the congregation of the New York cathedral. 


At the airport to see the bishop off, the priest said his flock includes more 
than 700 families, with average attendance at Sunday liturgies less than 100 
people. Before moving into the cathedral, his congregation worshipped in a 
chapel of the Anglican cathedral in New York. 


Christopher says there are now about 80 Serbian Orthodox congregations in 
North America, and the number is growing. He said baptized Serbs in North 
America number in the hundreds of thousands, but only 10 to 15 thousand are 
affiliated with parishes. 


He said the Serbians and other ethnic groups which make up the bulk of Eastern 
Orthodoxy in North America, should move only slowly towards North 
Americanization because, he said, they continue to receive a stream of new 
immigrants who wish a church connected to their ethnic culture. 


The bishop said few Serbian priests come from North America; most come from 
Yugoslavia. He said he hopes some monks and nuns will also come. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.70 
CANADA: ACCEPTING LOTTERY MONEY PROMPTS CHURCH DEBATE 


[This is abridged and adapted from the United Church Observer, magazine of the 
United Church of Canada.] 


Should the United Church accept the fact that lotteries are part of Canadian 
life and learn to live with them? Or, should it stick to its traditional 
view that lotteries exploit the poor and should be avoided at all cost — even 
if worthwhile social projects have to suffer? That's a topic troubling the 
United Presbytery of Edmonton as it and other United Church groups across the 
United Alberta and Northwest Conference try to come up with a solution to the 
increasing shortage of 'clean' government money. 


‘In [the Canadian province of] Alberta, if you want government money, it's 
difficult to get any that's not connected in some way with lotteries', says 
Bruce Miller, conference resource person for the presbytery. He says most 
government funding for non-profit sports, community, and service groups now 
comes from foundations funded by lotteries. If church agencies aren't 
allowed to accept money from these foundations, some projects may fold. 


Miller says that when the United Church first stated its position in 1977 (and 
reaffirmed it in 1980 and 1984), no one predicted that governments would 
become so heavily involved in lotteries. ‘Given the entrenchment of the 
system, we should be a little more flexible. If our social programmes are 
that important, we shouldn't risk them going out of business because of our 
ethics and stubborn-—ness against lotteries.’ 


‘It's definitely not a black-and-white issue', says Larry Derkach, director of 
the Bissell Centre, an inner-city ministry in Edmonton. He says the centre 
would not be in its newly renovated warehouse today without the help of a 
grant of 250 000 Canadian dollars from the lottery-fed Community Facility 
Enhancement Programme of the Alberta government. A presbytery fund-raising 
campaign had promised Bissell 500 000 dollars, but had raised only one-fifth 
of that amount by the time Bissell applied for the government grant. 


"The church wants to continue to provide a service to the disadvantaged', says 
Derkach, ‘but it is unable or unwilling to fund the service itself. The 
decision is whether to follow the letter of the law and have people go without 
the service, or do you compromise the policy of [United national] General 
Council? That's a dilemma you can only appreciate when you're standing 
face-to-face with someone you have to turn away.' 


McClure United church in Edmonton can also thank the provincial programme for 
its new basement. With the 50 000 dollars received last year, the parish 
plans to provide the Around Sixty club, which draws church and non-—church 
Members from a large population of local seniors, with a pleasant space for 
tea and carpet bowling. Community groups, the church Sunday school, and 
groups like Alcoholics Anonymous will also have room to gather. 


When McClure received the grant, the then-chairperson of the congregation, 
Bill Rutledge, was among the minority of board members who objected to 
accepting lottery funds. 'I think lotteries are contrary to the two great 
commandments we read in the New Testament', he says. 'We should love God with 
all our heart and soul and look to him for all good things. We should also 
love our neighbours as ourselves, and lotteries take advantage of our 
neighbours in order to gain for ourselves. [over] 


SSS PLO SOS ee 
i ap eet ee 


_ ae awe! -=sy 
io tan ee iar 
a or wpe nS li ah 


lottery/2 


'I'm sure the majority of money in lotteries comes from middle-income people 
with disposable income', he continues, ‘but certainly, the money’ the 
lower-income people put in is money they can ill-afford. And the 
middle-income people with disposable income would be better advised to put 
that money towards charity.' 


Rutledge thinks McClure took the easy way out by accepting lottery money. 
Over a 10-year period, the congregation managed 'with our own hard work and 
the help of God' to raise about a million dollars for a new church. 'I think 
churches have to be creative and ... work for what they're getting", he says. 
'T don't think we should be turning to government to solve all our problems.’ 


Barry Walker, who chairs the McClure building committee, disagrees. He says 
the United Church is ‘missing the boat' if it fails to apply for grants to 
help it provide valuable community services such as counselling, summer camps, 
and seniors and youth groups: ‘If sports groups can apply for government 
lottery funds, so can the church. What's more important, to build a hockey 
rink so kids can go play hockey on Sunday morning instead of going to church, 
or to build a facility so they can go to Sunday school? I don't see why you 
can't do ‘a little “bit of \both.* As for the basement, ‘If we had not 
participated in that government programme, it would've been a long, long time 
before we could've raised that kind of money.' 


Last year, Edmonton presbytery decided to review the lottery—-money issue. 
'For months, we were silent', Miller says. ‘There was a kind of complicity. 
Finally, we felt we should take a _  stand.' Since then, two successive 
committees have tried to hammer out a statement or petition to be passed along 
to Alberta and Northwest Conference and, possibly, the next General Council. 


Miller, who has been involved in the process from the beginning, thinks 
presbyteries should be allowed to establish committees to oversee church 
groups' applications for lottery money. The presbyteries could develop their 
own guidelines. For instance, they might ask if all other funding sources 
have been explored, or if an agency would close if it doesn't receive the 
money. They might also distinguish between money used for social services and 
money used for religious purposes. A request to build a church, for instance, 
might not be regarded as favourably as a request by a social agency which 
serves the poor. 'We think it should be a case-by-case decision', says 
Miller. 'We don't want the national church to develop laws or regulations.’ 


Those who want General Council to soften its stance say they don't like 
lotteries any more than their opponents, but the church has to face facts. 
Many church projects that benefit the entire community are starving to death. 
Voluntary givings are not keeping up with demand. Collection plates are not 
overflowing. 'If everybody in the United Church gave 10 percent of their 
income to the church', says Derkach, 'we would never have this problem.' 


People like Derkach and Miller argue that the church will have to look far and 
wide if it hopes to find money that isn't tainted in some way. Is lottery 
income any worse, they argue, than taking donations from an oil company that 
is polluting the Arctic, or a business person with investments in South Africa? 


'There is no pure money', says Miller. 'It's impossible to be puritanical 
about this.' Derkach says United Church members must compromise. ‘Just 
because you're not certain where your bank invests your money, does that mean 
you should never open .a bank account? We have to balance our moral 
principles with the practicality of living in the world, and the lotteries 
issue is no different than that.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.71 
200TH ANNIVERSARY OF MISSIONARY WORK IN INDIA TO BE MARKED 
Plans are underway to mark, in 1992-93, the 200th anniversary of the arrival 
in India of English missionary William Carey, under the auspices of the 
Baptist Missionary Society. Among other things, republication of all known 
works by Carey, and a feature film on his life and work are planned. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.72 
NEW RUSSIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCH TO BE ELECTED IN EARLY JUNE 
The Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church has announced that a special Local 
Council will take place next month (6-10 June) to elect a successor to the 
late Patriarch Pimen, who died this month (EPS 90.05.27). [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.73 
BRITISH BAPTISTS IN CALLS ON CHILD PORNOGRAPHY, ARMS INDUSTRY 
The annual assembly of the Baptist Union of Great Britain has called on the UK 
government to take action against child pornography. It also urged that UK 
arms industries be converted to the production of 'socially useful, peaceful 
products’, and that the government end arms sales to Third World and other 
countries. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.74 

WELSH ANGLICANS TO CONSIDER ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS 

The Governing Body of the [Anglican] Church in Wales has voted to begin a 
process of discussing at the parish and diocesan level the possible ordination 
of women as priests. Currently, Welsh Anglicans ordain women as deacons. In 
1975, the body voted by a large majority that there are no fundamental 
objections to the priesting of women, but that it was not then the time for 
the Church in Wales to proceed. A report on the issue is projected for the 
September 1991 meeting of the body. In other action, the Governing Body heard 
the first reading of a bill to allow Welsh Anglican participation in special 
local ecumenical projects, meant to foster Christian unity. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.75 
EAST GERMAN BISHOP DECLINES PROPOSAL THAT HE BE PRESIDENT 
Gottfried Forck, the Evangelical [United] bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg, has 
officially declined proposals that he be a candidate for president of East 
Germany. Other church leaders whose names have been mentioned to fill the 
post of head of state are two Evangelical superintendents — Friedrich Magirius 
(Leipzig) and Christof Ziemer (Dresden). [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.76 

YUGOSLAVIA: 200 MACEDONIAN ORTHODOX CALL FOR RESIGNATION OF BISHOP 

Keston News Service reports that a group of 200 Eastern Orthodox priests in 
Macedonia (part of Yugoslavia) has urged Bishop Petar of Prespa and Bitolj to 
resign. They charge he has neglected monasteries and embezzled church funds. 
The Slovenian daily Delo, however, says the resignation call reflects a split 
between those who want the defacto separation between Macedonian and Serbian 
Orthodox to be formally recognized by the Serbians, and those, like the 
bishop, who want the Macedonians to give up claims to church independence. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.05.77 
USSR: TAX EXEMPTION IN GEORGIA FOR CLERGY, CHURCH BODIES 
The weekly Moscow News reports that religious organisations and workers are 
now to be exempt from taxes in the Soviet republic of Georgia. Previously, 
Clergy and other church workers were taxed at a higher rate than the 
population in general. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.78 
USSR: CHURCH-STATE COOPERATION ON CLINICS 
The Russian Orthodox Church and the Soviet health ministry have signed an 
agreement to cooperate in a campaign against alcoholism and drug abuse. [EPS] 


: EPS 90.05.79 
BULGARIA: FORMER COMMUNISTS BID FOR SUPPORT FROM BELIEVERS 

The Bulgarian Communist Party is now the Bulgarian Socialist Party. A BSP 
election document appearing in its newspaper last month appeals for support to 
‘Christians and Muslims [and] people of all religions'. It describes religion 
as ‘an amalgam of centuries-old wisdom, a selection of spiritual forces, and 
morality'. It says 'democratic socialism has, at its heart, the values which 
all religions profess - charity, help for the weak, meekness, tolerance, 
peace’, and describes BSP as ‘the party of the untroubled future of 
Bulgaria’. Elections for the Bulgarian Constituent National Assembly take 
place next month (10 and 17 June). [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.80 

FINLAND: LUTHERANS DECIDE WOMEN CAN BE BISHOPS 

The synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) has voted to 
allow women to be SELK bishops. The 82-25 vote in favour was one more than 
the three-quarters majority required by church rules. The eight SELK bishops 
were evenly divided in their votes on the change. Three of the 38 women in 
the synod voted against. After the expected approval in the Finnish 
parliament, the change is expected to take effect sometime next year. Since 
the beginning of 1988, when the ordination of women as SELK priests became 
possible, about 400 have been priested. SELK Archbishop John Vikstrom, who 
voted for the new change, said it would probably be some time before a woman 
is consecrated as bishop of one of the eight SELK dioceses. One of the 
current SELK bishops declines to ordain women as priests. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.81 
GREECE: JESUS JEANS AND T-SHIRTS BANNED 
Acting on a complaint filed by two Eastern Orthodox priests, the Greek Supreme 
Court has ruled that ‘Jesus jeans' and ‘Jesus t-shirts' cannot be sold in 
Greece. The court said that to use the name Jesus, or other religious 
symbols, on commercial merchandise is ‘an abuse to be forbidden in all 
circumstances'. At least nominally, almost all Greeks are Christians. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.82 
GREECE: ORGANIC FARMING PROJECT PLANNED AT MONASTERY 
According to the World Wide Fund for Nature, an organic-farming pilot project 
is to be set up around Annunciation Eastern Orthodox monastery in Ormylia, a 
hill village in northern Greece. The project is to be a catalyst, first for 
nearby monasteries and then for the surrounding community. It is to put into 
practice church teachings on creation through the introduction of organic 
farming in an area severely affected by the extensive use of harmful 
pesticides. [EPS] 


EPS 90.05.83 

RELIGION SAID SIGNIFICANT FACTOR IN DETERMINING ATTITUDES TO ANIMALS 

The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) reports a recent US survey which 
indicates that religion is a significant factor in determining human attitudes 
towards animals. Adherents of all religions tend to favour protecting 
endangered species, it said. Adherents of eastern religions also tend to 
strongly oppose cruelty.to animals. It said adherents of western religions 
also tend to have a strong affection for individual animals, such as pets, and 
to support the maximum use of animals in general for human benefit. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.84 
ECUVIEW: When Should the Church Speak Out? (Bernt Jonsson) 


[Jonsson directs the Uppsala-based Life and Peace Institute. This item 
appeared in longer form in LPI Review (Volume 4, Number 1, 1990). It has been 
slightly edited for publication here.] 


Should the church be a prophetic voice in every political context or should it 
lean more towards silent diplomacy? Who deserves the right to speak on behalf 
of the church in situations of political oppression? 


What is the proper role of the ecumenical movement? When to speak and when to 
be silent? 


Formulated or not, these were the principal issues raised in the discussions 
on Romania at the meeting in March of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches [EPS 90.03.99; 04.39]. There are different approaches but 
no easy answers to the questions. 


A number of basic principles may, however, in my view be of a certain value: 


1. Since the Fall we are all living in an imperfect world. As there is no 
perfect government, every government is open to the judgement of God. So are 
the imperfect churches, too. 


2. The church can be in solidarity with, but should never identify itself 
completely with, a minority group, a nation state or a special government. 
Its critical perspective has to be from below. A state church system is not 
only an anomaly in our time but also a theological mistake. 


3. While the church can never abandon its right and duty to criticize 
wrongdoings, it has to choose the appropriate form for its criticism from case 
to case. This unavoidable choice has no inbuilt guarantees against 
misjudgements. 


4. In this imperfect world compromises are unavoidable and necessary. Some 
compromises are good, some are bad, and sometimes it is possible only with 
hindsight to evaluate the quality of the compromise. With the best 
intentions and efforts in the world, the result may be wrong. 


5. People, speaking from within a country with an oppressive regime, deserve 
the right to be heard. People, taking a great personal risk in trying to 
speak the truth, deserve this right even more. However, the exercise of this 
right does not automatically guarantee infallible truth or judgement. 


6. Churches, speaking on an oppressive political situation from a _ safe 
position abroad, would be wise to show a certain humility in order not to have 
just an alibi or to salve their conscience at the cost of those directly 
involved. 


7. Patiently to accept public criticism for not protesting in public against 
Oppression may sometimes be a necessary task for the prophetic church. The 
role as the suffering servant may take surprising forms, seemingly in contrast 
to a prophetic role. 


It is these principles, more or less, which have been guiding the ecumenical 
movement and the Christian world bodies. However, the applications vary. ... 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.85 
ECUVIEW: Australia Focus #6 — Ecumenism #1 (David Gill) 


[This is the sixth in an occasional series on Australia, in advance of the 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches there (in Canberra, the 
federal capital) next February. Gill is general secretary of the Australian 
Council of Churches. This is excerpted from an article in Outlook, an 
Australian ecumenical monthly.] 


-.. The time has come ... for the ecumenical movement in Australia to 
re-appropriate its history. We need, together, to reaffirm as its focal point 
the renewal of the one church of Jesus Christ in its faith, its mission, and 
its compassionate response to the world's anguish. 


Such a focus does not mean inventing a new agenda. The issues are already 
there, gnawing away at our consciousness. The trouble is that too often they 
have been approached in a way that deflects the churches from ecumenism and 
deprives them of the correction, support and enrichment they should be giving 
to one another. 


Take Anglicanism. It is no secret that the second largest denomination in 
this country faces some rather pressing problems at the moment: the nature 
and locus of authority, denominational identity, unity and diversity, 
cohesion, morale, numbers, finance and so on. These are all important issues, 
but they are not just internal Anglican issues. 


In fact, as we contemplate the current problems of our Anglican chums the rest 
of us are tempted to say ‘welcome to the club!' Most denominations in this 
country are facing challenges, opportunities and dilemmas which at the end of 
the day are very similar, though the precise language may vary from one church 
to another. Let's not be afraid to face these challenges, opportunities and 
dilemmas together. 


Australia's ecumenical agenda, then, is not something to be invented with 
great ingenuity by staff and commissions of the Australian Council of 
Churches. Nor is it to be imported from exotic foreign climes like Geneva, 
Rome, Canterbury, North America, the Third World, wherever. It is defined, 
sometimes consciously but more often not, as the churches of this country 
wrestle with what Christ's call to fidelity and renewal requires of us. 


At least three issues will have high claim on our attention as we seek the 
transformation of the church in Australia today. 


The first is evangelism, by which of course we understand not the promotion of 
individual hot-gospellers or hardsell promotional techniques, but the building 
of credible congregations capable of earthing the gospel in this extraordinary 
mix of cultures we call Australia. 


The second is a recovery of nerve about the gospel and a recovery of gratitude 
for the church, which together will enable us to contemplate without fear or 
insecurity our calling to witness to Christ amidst the secularism and 
religious pluralism in which our churches now find themselves. 


The third concerns the way we tackle Christian social ethics in a country 
which has such a profound allergy to the pronouncements of churches which, 
with the best will in the world, still come across to people as the commands 
of the community's would-be moral police officers. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.05.86 
ECUVIEW: The Union of Brest-Litovsk - An Orthodox View (Bishop Jeremias) 


[Jeremias is an Eastern Orthodox bishop from Poland, and a member of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. This text has been 
abridged and adapted from material translated from the German by Renate 
Sbeghen. 


[How to deal with Eastern Catholics (also called Uniates) - that is, Roman 
Catholics whose worship forms and social customs are very similar to Orthodox 
- is a current issue in several countries, notably the Soviet Union and 
Romania. There, in the second half of the 1940s, Eastern Catholic structures 
were outlawed, and the faithful officially returned to Eastern Orthodoxy. ] 


The union between the Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches was proclaimed in 
Brest-Litovsk in 1596. Such a union was one of the main concerns of the 
Jesuits in the Polish-Lithuanian-Ruthenian empire. Memories of the 
unsuccessful union agreed at the church council of Ferrara and Florence in 
1439 also played an important role. 


Plans for the union were actively supported by King Sigismund III. Seven 
Orthodox bishops and a small group of priests and monks decided the union with 
Rome. Preparations for the union, led by bishops Adam Pociej and Cyryll 
Terlecki, were kept secret. The people, the parish priests, and monks were 
surprised by it. Two bishops and an overwhelming majority of priests and lay 
people were against the union. 


King Sigismund recognized the decisions of the union synod as valid on 15 
December 1596. This meant that all rights exercised by the Orthodox Church 
earlier were transferred to the Uniates. At that point, the Orthodox Church 
in Poland ceased to exist legally. It should be noted that more than 90 
percent of the population in the eastern parts of the Polish-Lithuanian- 
Ruthenian empire were Orthodox . 


With the establishment of the Union of Brest-Litovsk came a period of 
persecution for the Orthodox Church in Poland which has hardly been surpassed 
by any cruelty and suffering in Christian history. We are speaking of a 
period of about 200 years in which a battle was fought by nearly every church, 
monastery, school for the right to hold worship services. It is a history of 
persecution for national and confessional reasons. 


After the two bishops who remained Orthodox died - Gedeon of Lviv-Lemberg in 
1607, and Michael of Przemysl in 1612 - the Orthodox were without hierarchs. 
Only in 1620 was Patriarch Theophanus able to consecrate new bishops secretly, 
under the armed protection of the Cossacks. They were never recognized by the 
government and had to operate in secret, also under the protection of the 
Cossacks. 


After a relatively peaceful period from 1633-1647, persecution flared up again 
and even increased. In the second half of the 17th and at the beginning of 
the 18th century, it was hardly possible to elect Orthodox bishops and even 
more seldom were they able to exercise their ministry. Most of the time, 
papal representatives managed to prevent such things. 


Discrimination and various restrictions were nothing new for the Orthodox in 
Poland. For example, by the decisions of Horodlo (1414) and Wielun (1422), 
Orthodox were forbidden to hold higher state offices in Lithuania, nor were 
they permitted to renovate their old churches. It goes without saying that 
the building of new churches was forbidden too. [over] 
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Marriage of a Roman Catholic man to an Orthodox woman was prohibited and © 
punishable. In Lviv, where Orthodox were the majority till the 18th century, 
they were able to appear in court only if they had previously taken an oath in 
a Roman Catholic church. Orthodox priests were not allowed to walk in the 
streets in their liturgical robes, not even with the most holy of sacraments. 
During Orthodox funerals they were forbidden to toll the bells. Orthodox were 
barred from access to studies at the University of Cracow. 


Neither Orthodox nor Uniates were allowed to hold any offices in the city. 
(For Uniates this prohibition was abolished in the 18th century.) Neither 
Orthodox nor Uniate bishops were admitted to the Senate. The Orthodox were 
prohibited from maintaining relations with tthe Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


‘(Until 1685, they were a metropolis of that patriarchate.) 


At the meeting of the Polish Parliament in 1620, Deputy Laurentius Drewinskij 
pronounced the following words on the situation of the Orthodox Church in 
Poland: ‘In the great cities all the churches are closed. Church properties 
are plundered. There are no more monks in the monasteries which have 

now become stables for cattle. Children are dying without having received the 
Sacrament of baptism. Marriages are not receiving the blessing of the Church. 

The dead are buried without any funeral ceremonies outside the cities and are 
leaving through the same gates as the dung carts.' 


The persecutions led to many bloody rebellions of the Orthodox population. 
The biggest revolt began in 1648 under the leadership of Bohdan Chmielnicki. 
After a varied course of action, some representatives of the Orthodox 
population in Perejaslav decided in favour of a union with Russia in 1653. 


Thereupon followed a series of Russian-Polish wars; these ‘encounters’ were 
to end in 1794, for a longer period, with the division of Poland. But 
Catholic—Orthodox relations did not improve. 


A large number of voluntary conversions of Uniates to Orthodoxy took place 
during the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries. Of particular importance were the 
conversions of whole parishes in Poland, and of two dioceses in the United 
States during the 1920s and 1930s. 


To be sure, in the 19th century there was much violence in Russia. And 
violence was also exercised before and after the Synod of Lviv in 1946, which 
decreed the end of Uniatism on Soviet territory. 


But it also needs to be noted that already in 1944 more than 960 Uniate 
priests in the western part of the Ukraine declared their readiness to become 
Orthodox. Stalinist violence at the time not only halted this trend, but also 
robbed it of its credibility. 


One has also to think of the fact that the majority of the Uniate priests who 
of their own free will joined Orthodoxy were sent to prison - like their 
co-sisters and co-brothers who remained Uniates - and many of them died at 
unknown places, or were even murdered. The spokesman and spiritual father of 
the Uniates who became Orthodox, priest and later bishop George Kostelnik, was 
assassinated by persons unknown. ; 


The fact that the painful history of the Orthodox and the Uniates is now being 
taken up again for political reasons, and the idea of Uniatism in the old 
sense is being revived, does not only astonish us but compels us to protest 
for the sake of the truth. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Reconciliation and Interfaith Dialogue (Wesley Ariarajah) 


[This is excerpted from a presentation last November at a seminar on 
‘reconciliation and the role of religion in situations of armed conflict' in 
Stigtuna (Sweden). The gathering was arranged by the Uppsala-based Life and 
Peace Institute. Ariarajah is director for interfaith dialogue at the 
Geneva—based World Council of Churches.] 


.-. Whatever other functions religion has in the life of individuals and 
communities, one important role of religion is to provide people with a 
corporate identity. Identity is very important to all human beings. It 
gives a sense of security, belonging, rootedness and direction which are basic 
to human existence. 


By providing a value system and by enabling people to celebrate that value — 
i.e. through worship, liturgy, festivals, religious observances, etc. - 
religions sustain the lives of people in a community. Lack of identity and a 
sense of belonging to a community can lead people to different levels of 
neurotic behaviour, which are at the heart of some of the social evils of our 
time. Thus, identity and its formation are important to individuals and groups. 


But, the identity formation of individuals and communities can, and 
unfortunately often does, take place in isolation from all other communities. 
Where negative historical collective memory is strong, communal identities can 
take place in opposition to other communities. In the case of religious 
groups it can take place in such a way that the other religious groups are 
seen as rival or even hostile communities. The main problem in this formation 
is that, often, it is not done consciously. But, such a social and religious 
formation, I submit, is at the heart of most conflicts that have religious 
roots or components to them. 


True reconciliation between communities, that have historically seen each 
other as mutually exclusive or rival communities, can take place only if there 
is a new experience of the other communities (not during CONELICL 1 Duterat 
other times) as communities of mutuality. This experience can never come 
about except through the existential encounter of groups of people and their 
mutual discovery that they, together, belong to a larger community. 


Interfaith dialogue is an attempt to help communities discover each other in a 


new way. It is based on the assumption that it is not only important for me 
to know the other, but that I need the other to truly know myself. Liwiis, wan 
attempt to create a common and inclusive 'we'. It has to do with healing. 


For all reconciliation begins with healing. 


Healing is a slow and natural process. All doctors know that they do not 
heal, but provide the circumstances in which the body can heal itself. They 
can prevent infection, but cannot effect healing. Interfaith dialogue 
Provides the circumstances in which reconciliation comes about through the 
development of identity-—in-relationship. 


At the heart of all reconciliation is also the question of our attitude to 
Plurality. ... The appeal of the religious leaders for tolerance and harmony 
during conflict situations begins to lack credibility, because in their daily 
lives their attitude towards plurality remains ambiguous. The way some of the 
religions and other ethnic or social groups have defined themselves, and the 
Kind of attitude they promote towards other religions, clearly militate 
against plurality. [over] 
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: Even some of the so-called tolerant religions, while respecting plurality as a 
| phenomeno-logical reality, tend to implicitly claim absolute or final validity . 
. to their own paths. But, we must recognize that reconciliation can never take 
place if one of the partners is convinced that their way is the only way, in 
some sense superior to the other, or that reconciliation requires’ that 
t everybody agrees with their perspective. As the world shrinks and people are 
a thrown together, the approach to plurality becomes a crucial issue. 


There have been two different types of attempts to respond to the challenge of 
living in a religiously plural _ world. The first, arising from the 
Enlightenment culture, and building on technology and modernity, is to attempt 
to create a monolithic technocratic culture that will serve as a common 
umbrella over all particularities. 


It appeared at one time that this attempt would succeed, and some of the 
undiscerning prophets of this culture predicted the demise of the ‘long night 
of religion'. Today, we know that religions are alive and well, and in most 
of the societies where religion, culture and political life have never been 
seen as separate realities, there is increasing pressure for religion to take 
its place in social and political life. 


How can we deal with this reality? It is here that interreligious dialogue 
again plays a crucial role. Dialogue enables people to see plurality not as a 
threat, but as a blessing. Dialogue is an attempt to be mutually engaged, 
without denying or belittling the otherness of the other. It is a practice 
which brings not only greater understanding and mutual enrichment, but also 
mutual correction and criticism without destroying community. 


Dialogue seeks to promote a community of conversation, a community of heart 
and mind, a community of mutuality and a community of communities across 
religious and other barriers. It does not ask us to deny our particularity, 
but it requires us to respect the particularity of others. It defends what 
is important to its own community, but only in the context of defending what 
is good for all. 


Interfaith dialogue, indeed dialogues of all kinds (when they are not 
manipulated, but are genuine) are an essential prerequisite for all attempts 
q at long-term reconciliation. For reconciliation arises from accepting and 
ii being accepted. 


It is the art of moulding the plurality of all our lives into a wider and 
pi coherent value system in which all have a role to play. Such an attitude 
: | requires not only a new approach to religious traditions which are not one's 
| own, but also requires the religious communities to rethink their own 
aq self—perceptions, theological-philosophical bases and practice. 


I am certain that some people are always disappointed that interreligious 
dialogue is not a quick-fix to the problems and conflicts of the world, but we 
know that reconciliation has little to do with a quick-fix. The task of 
reconciling a world that is so pluralistic, so divided and so manipulated, is 
no easy task. 
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We also deal with a world in which there is too much pain, too many bad 
memories and too much bloodshed. Healing takes time, but those who provide 
the conditions for healing and reconciliation should not lose hope. Those who 
want to seek reconciliation through interfaith dialogue should have the 
courage to hope; and the faith to endure. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.06.22 is the 22nd item 
appearing in June 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 
69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): Tuesday, 22 May; Tuesday, 53 
June; Monday, 18 June; Wednesday, 27 June; Tuesday, 3 July; and subsequent 
Mondays. EPS appears about 44 times a year. 


In EPS 90.05.61, the reference should be to government minister, not prime 
minister. 


The Life & Peace Institute (Box 297, S-751 05 Uppsala) has available a report 
on Peace Policy for the 90s prepared by the institute and the Swedish 
Ecumenical Council. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2): 
a review (8 May) of emergency cases in March/April 
situation report #7 (7 May) on violent shelling in Lebanon 
situation report #5 (30 April) on refugees, flood, and drought in Malawi 
situation report #6 (30 April) on drought, war, and famine in Ethiopia 
situation report #1 (30 April) on winter aid to Poland 


News about Haiti, updated each Sunday, is available in French from CHRD, the 
Haitian Research and Documentation Centre in Geneva. Phone 41-22/738.1438. 


CEDI, the Ecumenical Documentation and Information Centre in Brazil’+(Ava 
Higienépolis 983, 01238 Sao Paulo SP) is producing a twice-weekly series of 
reports on the economic, political, social, and environmental implications of 
polices of the new president of Brazil, Fernando Collor de Mello. 


Two background articles -— Human Rights in Hong Kong and Hong Kong: Two 
Countries, One Victim - are available from Hong Kong Christian Institute 
(Flat A, 11/f, 688 Shanghai Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong). Each was written by 
HKCI Director Kwok Nai Wang. © 


The new issue (#114, May) of the bi-monthly WCC publication Contact focuses on 
Tobacco and Health: Behind the Smoke Screen. A copy is available from 
WCC/CMC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The new issue (April) of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review features material 
on the Holy Spirit, focusing on the theme and one of the four sub-themes of 
the WCC Seventh Assembly of next February. A copy is available from WCC 
Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2). 


The Christian Conference of Asia (57 Peking Road, 4/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong) has 
published International Affairs: Theological Guidelines for Christian 
Participation. Also from CCA-IA, the current (October 1989) issue of Asian 
Issues focuses on the Non-Aligned Movement. 


Available from WCC/Education (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is Alive Together: 
A Practical Guide to Ecumenical Learning. 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES REITERATES OPPOSITION TO ANTI-SEMITISM 


In similar letters to Jewish leaders in Israel and France, General Secretary 
Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches has reiterated the condemnation 
of anti-Semitism made at the WCC First Assembly, in 1948. The messages from 
Castro (15 May) - to Chief Rabbis Avraham Shapira (Israel) and Joseph Sitruk 
(France) — came after attacks on Jewish cemeteries in the two countries. 


"The profanantion of Jewish cemeteries is an encitement to racial hatred’, 
Castro wrote. He added that the WCC has, ‘ever since its foundation ... 
denounced anti-Semitism as a "sin against God and man". We want to reaffirm 
our commitment to stand with you in our continued denunciation of 
anti-Semitism.' 


Castro referred to WCC ‘shock and dismay about the repulsive desecration' of 
the cemeteries. ‘We mourn with those', he continued, ‘who as a result of 
these odious acts, receive yet another burden in their grief and sorrow, and 
we express our sympathy to all families affected.' He offered "prayers and 
assurance of support for your community at this time of difficulty'. [EPS] 
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GROUP SAYS INTERNAL SEPARATION ONLY WAY TO KEEP USA ANGLICANS TOGETHER 


The Episcopal Synod of America, a group opposed to what it considers 
unorthodox teaching and practice in the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church, 
Says formation of a separate, non-geographic ESA province in the denomination 
is 'the only realistic way for keeping together people of diametrically 
opposed theological outlooks'. There are currently nine Episcopal internal 
provinces, formed geographically. 


ESA was formed last year. Its president, Bishop Clarence Pope of the Diocese 
of Fort Worth (Texas), said after the annual ESA legislative meeting, last 
month in Denver, that ‘there is no middle ground between the historic position 
we [in ESA] embrace and the revisionists’ leading the Episcopal Church. He 
Said the time has come for further action 'to ensure our future, and make it 
possible for all sides of these vexing questions to live more peaceably’. 


Last September in Philadelphia, the Episcopal bishops voted unanimously that 
ESA colleagues have a right to dissent on theological issues, and urged that 
conflicts be worked out pastorally. But, says another ESA bishop, William 
Wantland of the Diocese of Eau Claire (Wisconsin), 'there are still dioceses 
that persecute traditionalists’. The ordination of women as priests and 
bishops, and openness to homosexuality, both of which ESA opposes, are among 
issues in the dispute. ‘What's really at stake', Wantland adds, ‘is the 
abandoning of Holy Scripture as having any authority.' 


An unidentified bishop quoted by Episcopal News Service called ESA 
"apocalyptic language ... a lot of hyperbole and scare tactics. We need to 
--. [be] clear about the real issues and not allow emotions to run things.' 


Reacting to the ESA call, Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning said 
it 'flies in the face of the unity we have been seeking to achieve in the past 
Several years'. He questioned whether ESA has given the Philadelphia 
resolution adequate time to work. Browning called the ESA proposal that he 
Cooperate in efforts to form a separate ESA province ‘inappropriate’. But, he 
observed, if ESA wants to bring legislation to that effect to the Episcopal 
General Convention, ‘it may certainly do so'. [EPS] 
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BIBLE WORK GROWING IN EASTERN EUROPE 


A separate Czechoslovak Bible Society is to be established soon, probably this 
year, reports Jiri Lukl, Bible secretary for the Czechoslovak Ecumenical 
Council. A Reformed minister, Lukl said all council members are supporting 
the society, and groups such as Seventh-day Adventists, Plymouth Brethren, and 
Pentecostals, which do not belong to the council, are also joining the society. 


Roman Catholicism is the principal form of Christianity in Czechoslovakia. 
It is also outside council membership, but preparing to join the society. The 
Roman Catholic bishops of Slovakia have already applied to join, Lukl noted. 
He planned talks with Czech Roman Catholic leaders about membership after he 
returned home from a visit to the United States, where he was interviewed. 


He described the new society as 'the most ecumenical body in Czechoslovakia'. 


Lukl said the situation of each country in the region differs, and that in 
some Bible work is more advanced than in his country. 


Ordained in 1974 at age 35, after some years of factory work, Lukl served as a 
pastor in Rakovnik, near Prague, and spent 1981 as a fraternal worker at the 
Ecumenical Missionary Centre in East Berlin. There, he reported, the 
churches have been free to distribute Bibles in large numbers, as they have 
been in Poland. 


But Czechoslovakia, Lukl said, had been among the most restrictive of 
communist countries. He said that until the recent changes, a separate Bible 
Society could not be organized and Bibles could not be sold in book stores. 


Sensing the changed atmosphere last year, Lukl said, he sent 5000 Bibles to a 
Christian bookshop that had previously handled mostly secular literature, and 
without advertising they all sold in a few days. 


Now, Lukl said, an agreement has been reached with a state printing plant to 
give it some new equipment donated by the Netherlands Bible Society and in 
return get a minimum of 180 000 Bibles a year produced there. 


Hungary, Poland, East Germany and Czechoslovakia are the only countries of 
Eastern Europe with Bible work already organized, Lukl said. But plans are 
underway to establish programmes in Moscow, Leningrad, Soviet Georgia, and the 
three Baltic republics, he said. 


Lukl said Orthodox have traditionally been less involved in activity of this 
kind, and the predominantly Orthodox countries of Romania and Bulgaria have no 
Bible offices. But, he said, the Orthodox are now showing greater interest. 


The Bible secretary in Yugoslavia, he noted, is Orthodox, and an extremely 
busy official trying to meet the demand for Bibles in six languages. 


Lukl attended the annual meeting of the American Bible Society, part of the 
United Bible Societies, the international federation based in Reading 
(England). 


At the ABS meeting, John Erickson, its secretary for overseas work, who also 
chairs the UBS executive committee, reported on a new UBS programme to seek 58 
million US dollars over the next four years to distribute 30 million Bibles 
and New Testaments in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. [EPS] 
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CHIKANE REINSTATED AS PENTECOSTAL PASTOR 

The Executive Council of the [Pentecostal] Apostolic Faith Mission of South 
Africa has unconditionally reinstated General Secretary Frank Chikane of the 
South African Council of Churches as an AFM pastor. The. AFM council offered 
its 'formal apology for the inconvenience that the prolonged suspension' 
caused Chikane. Some time ago, the AFM council suspended Chikane for a year 
on grounds that he was involved in politics in a way incompatible with his AFM 
ministerial status. Formally, that suspension was neither repealed nor 
extended in subsequent years. Chikane says he is 'overjoyed' by the 
reinstatement. "I love my church', Chikane Says, ‘and I am pleased to be 
given an opportunity again to carry out my ministry as part of the [AFM] 
ordained ministers.' [EPS] 
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USA: REPORT SAYS CHURCHGOING GOOD FOR SOCIETY 

A report from the US organisation Religion in American Life Says surveys show 
churchgoing is good for society, setting positive patterns of personal, work, 
and community life. According to RAL, about 100 million of the 250 million 
people in America attend public worship regularly. Compared with those who do 
not, they are more productive at work, have a more stable family life, are 
more literate, volunteer more time for charitable causes, and are 50 percent 
less likely to use illegal drugs. RAL says more than 19 billion US dollars is 
contributed through religious bodies for work in the public interest such as 
health care, food for the hungry, housing, education, and child and elder 
care. [EPS] 
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USA: ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION MATERIAL PREPARED IN TWO DENOMINATIONS 

Groups in the second and third largest US denominations are offering 
alternative educational material because they are unhappy with official 
publications. In the Southern Baptist Convention, the Southern Baptist 
Alliance has alternatives to material from the SBC Sunday School Board. The 
alliance says that official material is too restrictive in its approach to 
biblical inerrancy, and is insufficiently ecumenical. In the United Methodist 
Church, the Good News movement is offering alternatives which are 
‘educational' and 'Wesleyan'. (Modern Methodism is an _ outgrowth of 
evangelical work by two 18th-century English Anglican priests, John and 
Charles Wesley.) [EPS] 
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METHODISTS DENOUNCE ISRAELI VISA REFUSAL TO BAPTIST COUPLE 

Alex and Brenda Awad have been commissioned to teach at Bethlehem Bible 
College, but cannot take up their work because the Israeli government will not 
give them a visa. In a protest of the denial, US Methodist Bishop J. Woodrow 
Hearn, president of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, calls it 
an abuse of Palestinian rights and oppression of the Christian minority. Alex 
Awad is a Palestinian-born US citizen. Brenda Awad was born in the United 
States. [EPS] 
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USSR: SIBERIANS SEEK US METHODIST LINKS 

A 30-member congregation in Yakutsk, in Soviet Siberia, is seeking formal 
affiliation with the US-based United Methodist Church. The congregation was 
begun by an Estonian Methodist pastor, Endel Rang, in the 1950s. There are 
Currently about 15 UMC congregations in the Soviet Union, almost all of them 
in Estonia. The bishop responsible for them, Hans Vaxby, is based in 
Finland. He is expected to visit Yakutsk later this year. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Appeal from the Lutheran Bishop of El Salvador 


[This is excerpted from an appeal (3 May) from El Salvador Lutheran Bishop 
Medardo Gomez to 'the churches in the United States'.] 


... The position of Christians should always be against death and all the 
causes which produce death. In our case, ... not only are we committed to 
fulfil the demands of the gospel in favour of life, but we have also witnessed 
in our own experience so much death and destruction caused by the war. ... 
God has caused to be born in us a more prodigious faith, expressed in our 
pastoral option, dictating a spirit based on the Scriptures, the signs and 
realities of our time, and the testimonies of love and struggle of such great 
people like Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, and our pastor and martyr [the 
slain Roman Catholic archbishop of San Salvador] Oscar Arnulfo Romero, so that 
we might oppose every initiative which supports war and violence, large or 
small, regardless of its origin. 


And so, in the name of the historic churches of El Salvador, and especially 
the victims of the war - the displaced, the refugees, the repatriated 
communities, in general the poor and marginalized of our people -— I make a 
fraternal call to the Christian churches of the United States, and to the 
Jewish congregations as well, to unite with us in our suffering and hope. My 
message to you is that we should respond in this hour to the desire of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to unite and to be one in our fidelity to the God of 
creation and to the Holy Scriptures. 


We should join together to support the historic and prophetic churches which 
God has inspired. In this way the Salvadoran people will feel support and 
gratitude for the cry of solidarity which says 'NO' to all initiatives of 
death, 'NO’ to all military aid. In these decisive moments which require that 
Christians take a stand in history, it is necessary that the word of the 
churches reflects the faithful witness of Christians; in our concrete 
situation that means to be in harmony with God's salvific plan and against the 
fires of death. 


We are aware that regardless of how small the contribution in favour of the 
war or the arms race might be, Christians should not support these deadly 
projects; rather we should demonstrate very clearly our opposition as we work 
for the day when the prophecy of Isaiah may become a reality in our country: 
'The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall decide for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more' (Isaiah 2:4). ... 


We should not be concerned about whether our Christian position is approved or 
not by congresses, councils, or synods because our attitude in fulfilling our 
ministry of evangelization is not that of a political party, nor are we 
politicizing the word we preach. ... 


We believe that you have a great role to play in history as US citizens, as 
the Body of Christ which we form, and as churches of your great nation. We 
address you directly to emphasize the ethical and religious perspective of our 
church in its commitment to our impoverished people, we believe that your 
role, as sisters and brothers in solidarity with us, is to transmit the 
content of this new commandment: ‘you shall not kill!' to your respective 
governing authorities through your preaching and your actions of solidarity 
with the Salvadoran people. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: On-Going Church Unity Concerns in North India (Bruce Nicholls) 


[This is excerpted and Slightly adapted from the May issue of The North India 
Churchman, magazine of the [United] Church of North India. ] 


--. The Church Union in North India was inaugurated in 1970, with a 
constitutional agreement among’ several uniting denominations [Reformed, 
Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, Disciples, Brethren], but the process did not 
end with that event. 


Christian unity is a dynamic and ongoing relationship between churches that 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, accept the sola scriptura of 
biblical faith, faithfully administer the sacraments and together commit 
themselves to Christ's mission in the world. 


Unity is integration into a living organism and not membership in a static 
legalised institution. Unity begins with growing together in the local 
church. If there is no unity in the local church, then our wider union is 
legal fiction. Unity is inseparable from renewal. 


We thank God for progress made towards unity between our churches during the 
past 20 years, but there is also the danger of continuing parallelism. 


Despite our common liturgy, former Anglican churches are still very Anglican 
and former Baptist churches are still very Baptist. We have done little to 
develop a theological basis for the mutual acceptance of child and believer's 
baptism within the worship of a local church. We are still to develop the 
concept of ordination as deacon as a full orbed order in the church. 


Genuine unification is a growing process, not a takeover bid by one 
denomination. We must encourage experimentation in forms of worship and 
pioneer new patterns of witness and service. 


Unity is an ongoing experience of learning from each other and from other 
church bodies. Some of us are prejudiced against learning anything new from 
the Roman Catholics, others are closed to the Pentecostals or to the assembly 
movement. 


We give thanks for the growing together of CNI with the [United] Church of 
South India, Mar Thoma Church, and the Methodists, but are we neglecting our 
relationship to the large number of Baptist churches and local independent 
churches who did not join the union? 


Is a federation of churches the starting point for full organic union, or is 
it a half-way house that leads no further? 


Perhaps the diversity of our history, our cultural and social distinctives 
call for a more functional approach to unity. The church at every level from 
the synod to the pastorate committee needs to work through these issues. 


To stand still in our achievements is to slip back. We are either moving 
upstream despite all impediments or we are drifting downstream to be absorbed 
in an undifferentiated sea. 


Sad to say, disunity and fragmentation are growing faster in India than the 
movement towards unity. [over] 
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CNI members have separated themselves to revert to former Anglican or 
Presbyterian-style churches, alas spurred on by outside money and influence. 


Hundreds of new indigenous churches are springing up and our prejudice against 
them has made it difficult for us to enter into dialogue with them. 


Yet if their people are ‘in Christ', they too are part of his Body. When the 
day of persecution and trial comes, and it will come, their very simplicity 
and flexibility may enable them to overcome better than our more orderly and 
structured bodies. 


While we thank God for the reopening of thousands of traditional churches in 
China, we need to ask ourselves, why has the house church movement outstripped 
the traditional churches manifold? 


Many observers believe the church in China now numbers 50 million -— double the 
total strength of the church in India. And this has happened within 40 years 
in very restrictive circumstances. 


The crisis of the church in China is now one of unity, integrity, and 
accountability. What can we learn from this experience? How can we prepare 
for new patterns of unity when restrictions and persecution come to us? 


Since 1950, we have witnessed a major explosion of para-church organizations 
in India, some financed and partially controlled from outside and others 
primarily indigenous. 


Believing that the churches have failed in fulfilling Christ's commission to 
go into all the world, these organizations have pioneered new structures for 
evangelism, radio, house-to-house visitation, Bible correspondence courses, 
literature distribution and innumerable Bible schools, orphanages and other 
institutions. 


They have formed their own cell groups of converts, house groups and churches. 
Many of their present leaders were earlier keen members of our CNI churches. 
We have lost some of the cream of our youth. 


Where have we failed? Has our prejudice against ‘enthusiasm' and free 
structures been stronger than our belief in the priority of unity? 


Why have those groups been unable to relate their ministries to the 
established churches? Is the fault ours? 


It is estimated that there are three to four thousand indigenous missionaries, 
predominantly from South and North-East India, serving Christ among the 
tribals and 'unreached' people groups mainly in central and North India. 


New churches are being formed. Some missionary societies like the Friends 
Missionary Prayer Band with over 500 missionareis are seeking to identify with 
the CNI and other established churches. 


We in the Diocese of Delhi thank God for their contribution to our diocese and 
we would welcome others who have a similar concern for the unity of the church. 


The CNI Synod has wisely made unity the second priority of our churches. As 
with spiritual renewal, it is an urgent and ongoing necessity. We must take 
our unity more seriously. [EPS] | : 
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ECUVIEW: An Environmental Role for the Church 


[This is adapted from the March/April issue of The New Road, bulletin of the 
Network on Conservation and Religion of the World Wide Fund for Nature. It 
was written by a Czechoslovak, Jan Kleinert.] 


Churches are not unions of scientists, engineers, politicans, or decision- 
makers. Their role in the prevention of an eco-crisis is therefore of slight 
importance, especially when it comes to taking measures against nuclear 
dangers, acid rain, the greenhouse effect, the depletion of the ozone layer, 
the destruction of habitats and the preservation of biological diversity. 


The authority of the churches in Czechoslovakia is insufficient to effect 
radical changes in these fields. 


The better and far more suitable role of churches would be the active shaping 
and encouragement of all positive features of human behaviour. They can help 
improve communication, understanding, information. 


The churches can be helpful in raising public interest and awareness, in 
injecting a sense of responsibility and helping to integrate charters, 
Strategies, programmes, campaigns and conventions related to the environment 
into everyday life. 


Churches could instigate, stimulate, and support people prominent for their 
outstanding creativity, interpretative abilities, talents and openness. to 
other cultures. 


Churches could assist by spreading knowledge and sharing experiences with 
environmental groups worldwide, especially those active in the fields of 
education, training and communications. 


In this way, the church would be helpful, especially for children and youth. 


It could teach respect for all forms of life, the preservation of biological 
diversity in all sites touched by humans, and the prevention of habitat 
destruction in areas endangered by cutting, burning, draining, 
over—exploitation, waste disposal. 


It could emphasize modesty, care, ethics, kindness, goodwill, and forethought 
rather than indifference, passivity, over—consumption, and immoderate growth. 


It could teach the enjoyment of harmony, beauty, silence and stability in the 
face of permanent changes. 


It could promote the saving of energy and recycling, thus decreasing the 
volume of waste. 


Finally, it could support planned parenthood to prevent over-—population, with 
its accompanying stress, conflicts, diseases, starvation, poverty and 
ecological failure. 


God would surely bless all activities tending to improve and save life on our 
Planet Earth. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: How Accessible is the Church? (Rebecca Parrish Wegner) 


[Wegner is a student at Luther Northwestern Theological Seminary in St Paul 
(Minnesota/USA). This item is slightly abridged and edited from Concord, the 
seminary student newspaper. ] 


I was in the county courthouse recently to pick up my marriage license. In 
the main lobby I was stunned to see black marble walls and a thirty foot tall 
idol surrounded by little idols. The statue was entitled the Left Handed God 
of Peace. He looked anything but peaceful. The little statues were no more 
encouraging. The sense of unreality was only heightened when I noticed the 
gold doors of the banks of elevators lining the walls with graven images of 
some sort decorating their surfaces. I felt as though I had entered the set 
of an Indiana Jones movie. 


Then, after filling out the requisite form and paying the fee for the license, 
my fiancé and I had to take an oath, by raising our right hands and swearing 
that (1) our intentions were to be married; (2) that neither of us had a 
living spouse; and (3) that one of us was male and the other female. 


Period. No oath formula. No citation of what we were swearing by (God, 
honour, mother, country, etc.). I supposed that the oath was made in the name 
of that monstrous Left Handed God of Peace downstairs. 


It was fascinating to me to observe that in the bureaucracy one's word is 
insufficient; oaths are necessary. Yet for the sake of pluralism, an oath 
cannot be specific. Therefore, none of the ritual meant anything but it had 
to be done to make it official. 


My other observation was how terribly intimidating that building really is. 
The black marble and the giant statues oppressed me and made me feel small and 
helpless. Is this what government buildings should do to citizens? I felt 
offended by the artwork and immediately found myself calling it ‘idols'; had 
I seen these same pieces in a museum, I might have only found them curiosities. 


The association of symbolism which was outside the realm of my religious 
experience with a government building seemed to heighten the sense of 
oppression. I could not help asking later if this is what persons who are 
Jewish or Muslim or Hindu feel when confronted with symbolism which apparently 
endorses Christianity by its presence in government buildings. If so, I would 
not wish that feeling for them. 


However, the substitution of something which was probably viewed as ‘non 
religious' as an artwork was totally inappropriate; the designer has merely 
substituted paganism of the worst kind (the type that oppresses and creates 
fear) for Christianity. 


Perhaps it would be appropriate to consider accessibility. How accessible are 
our churches to the ones who enter unprepared? Does our art work and liturgy 
invite or offend and oppress? Is our message of love and _ salvation 
contradicted in the space which divides and excludes? How accessible are we? 


Are we sensitive to the cultural diversity of those whom we are called to 
serve? Are we requiring entrance rites to our communities of faith which are 
empty and meaningless to the participants (like our oath which wasn't an oath 
at the marriage bureau), or do our ceremonies bind us to the community and 
provide boundaries of meaning? [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: A Critique of Ecumenical Declarations — I (André Birmelé) 


[Birmelé teaches at the University of Strasbourg in France. This is excerpted 
and adapted slightly from material which appeared in Lutheran World 
Information. ] 


--- My reflections tend toward the critical, but one thing must be said at the 
outset: There is no question that our Christian faith must also include 
involvement and action in matters of ethics. ... 


As an example of my concern, let me take the final document (the message) of 
the Eighth Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Curitiba last February 
[EPS 90.02.14]. Its structure is simple, and its fundamental philosophy 
comparable to that of the ecumenical meetings on issues of justice, peace, and 
the integrity of creation (JPIC) in May 1989 in Basle and last March in Seoul 
[EPS 89.07.15, 90.03.65]. 


The pressing concerns of our time are listed in four chapters - fellowship 
between the churches, salvation, peace and justice, creation. Each of these 
chapters is structured as follows: A description of the current situation is 
followed by an acknowledgement of guilt. Then comes a commitment to change 
attitudes and to do everything possible to make this world a different place. 


These endeavours are commendable and necessary, all the more so as the 
acknowledgement of guilt and a definite commitment are part of religious 
life. At a first reading, one does not notice anything particularly unusual. 
These aspects are imperative, and the reminder of them timely. 


The way they are expressed, however, gives cause for uneasiness as can be 
established on closer inspection. The reason is the structure forming the 
basis of all these documents, which is applied to all the themes dealt with - 
we have acted badly, we commit ourselves to do better in future and thus do 
act in accordance with God's will. The attempt is never made in these texts 
to express the fullness of the gospel, and this lack of any other detail 
arouses in me the old question about the relationship between faith and works. 


In his discussion with the Pharisees, Christ told them that all their good 
intentions and obligations, their observation of the rules, would not bring 
them nearer to God. We must be ‘born again' (John 3), and this new birth 
which God brings about in us is the only guarantee for our effectiveness in 
ethical matters. 


The apostle Paul tells us the same - you will not achieve the new creation and 
become children of God through good works, but you perform good works because 
the new reality is given to you and because you are children of God. Luther, 
who was faced with the same problem in his time, left us a good way of 
expressing it (Heidelberg Disputation 1518): 'Sinners are beautiful because 
they are loved; they are not loved because they are beautiful.' 


The history of our churches was a continual effort to strike the right balance 
between faith and works. Some insisted on a one-sided emphasis on personal 
belief, maintaining an artificial distance between faith and the world, while 
Others concentrated entirely on their acts and obligations, and hoped that in 
this way they could bring about the Kingdom of God they so much desired. The 
most recent texts from our various different conventions give the impression 
that we have not yet overcome the problem of these false alternatives. We 
acknowledge our guilt and commit ourselves to do everything to overcome our 
Shortcomings, and so to become how God would wish us to be. [over] 
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These documents sometimes seem to be saying that 'the sinners will be loved if 
(and because) they are beautiful'. The crux of the gospel message is the 
declaration that we are children of God, that all things become new in Christ 
and that we do nothing more than to bring this 'new being' we are offered to 
bear on the realities of our world. Our errors call us to repentance, the 
reaction to this acknowledgement of our guilt is the divine gift of new life, 
whose Lord is God. We are witnesses, living indications that we have received 
a new reality. It is surprising that this is not the focal point of the 
documents quoted. 


Naturally, it is very difficult to draft texts at world conventions which are 
directed at Christians of all lands. Such documents always contain defects, 
and quite a lot of movements will consider that they have been passed over. 
The document from Basle was able to avoid certain pitfalls (because it was 
drafted in advance), and the whole of the first part is dedicated to laying 
down the basic philosophy of belief, which urges ethical involvement. But a 
closer inspection reveals the same problem. Turning to God today means an 
obligation to seek a way (points 41 to 45). It would have been more precise 
to say that the result of turning to God is the obligation. This nuance may 
seem very slight, but it is, however, of considerable consequence. 


The text from Curitiba, drafted on the spot, could not be theologically 
polished up. Its section on the fellowship of the churches continually refers 
to Christ, through whom all is given. In the chapters on salvation, justice 
and peace, on the other hand, there is not a single reference (and this is 
surprising) to Christ, his death and resurrection for our sake - in other 
words, to the moment in which everything was accomplished, the source of our 
new identity which makes our tangible involvement possible. The two 
references to Jesus as the model of life which we should emulate do not change 
this aspect. The same applies to the documents from Seoul. 


Is this not a sterile theological argument? No, indeed not. It is much more 
a case of our Christian identity, our credibility, and our effectiveness in 
this world. We have here documents which list a nice series of obligations, 
from the equality of the sexes to the non-acceptance of war, from the hope of 
protection from the threat to creation right up to a large fellowship without 
poverty. The precise analysis of the situation would certainly have allowed 
more sophisticated judgements and helped to avoid the simplification which 
placed some of these concerns regrettably close to the bad propaganda of a 
political party. Nevertheless, the intentions and the goals are to be 
welcomed, and it is very much to be hoped that they will be achieved as 
quickly as possible. Christians and non-Christians of all persuasions are 
united in this - yet there is little change. 


Will it be different this time? Will we really be able to bring about changes 
on the basis of the commitments adopted in these documents? We all hope so - 
but we have our doubts. In this context, I return to the observation I made 
at the beginning - if these commitments were not achieved, would it not be the 
result of a misconceived ethical attitude, a wrong relationship between faith 
and action? Do we not want to achieve this kingdom we hope for by ourselves, 
and is not this undertaking - by its very nature - doomed to failure? 


I know that what I am presenting is a caricature, and that many of the 
participants of these general assemblies did indeed want to express this new 
reality in Christ which they have already experienced, and which they simply 
want to share with others and put into practice in daily life. It is a pity 
that this essential conviction only appears rarely in the text. It does not 
enter into the consciousness of the reader. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Australia Focus #7 -— Ecumenism #2 (David Gill) 


[This is the seventh in an occasional series on Australia, in advance of the 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches there (in Canberra, the 
federal capital) next February. Gill is general secretary of the Australian 
Council of Churches. This is excerpted from an article in Outlook, an 
Australian ecumenical monthly.] 


--- The [ecumenical] movement in this country finds itself at (a@ very 
interesting moment, as far as its outward expressions are concerned. 


Recently, dioceses of the Roman Catholic Church became full members of the 
ecumenical councils in South Australia and Western Australia. For some 
years, of course, this has been the case also in Tasmania and Victoria. 


National councils of churches in several other countries (e.g. New Zealand, 
UK) are experimenting with new forms, programmes’ and decision-making 
structures. 


The Australian Council of Churches General Meeting has invited member and 
non-member churches alike to think some new thoughts about what a more 
comprehensive ecumenical body for this country might look like. 


Affirming ‘its willingness to negotiate changes in the goals, style of 
operation and structure of the council in the interests of an expanded 
ecumenical body', the General Meeting has called on the churches to reflect 
together on how we in Australia might express more adequately our unity in 
Christ. 


It is too early to predict where this initiative may lead us, but serious 
talks are underway with representatives of the Lutheran and Roman Catholic 
churches. 


March 1985 saw a dramatic, though largely unheralded, development on the 
Australian scene. For the first time there was a gathering of national heads 
of churches, comprising leaders not only of ACC member churches but also of 
the Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Baptist and Presbyterian churches. 


Initiated by the Australian Council of Churches and with the ACC general 
Secretary serving as secretary of the group, this informal meeting of national 
heads of churches has now become a regular event. 


It has been both inspiring and encouraging to see the growth of friendship, 
mutual respect and trust between people who, in many cases, have had very 
little mutual contact until now. 


What this development may mean for the future we cannot predict. buts it 
certainly represents an important piece in the developing mosaic of ecumenical 
growth in this country. 


Another largely unheralded development has been the growth of bilateral 
Conversations between many of our denominations, both at the international 
level but also here within Australia. 


Monitored by the ACC Faith and Order Commission, these talks are bearing many 
Kinds of fruit. [over] 
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Age-old misunderstandings are quietly cleared away, new insights emerge as 
churches return to explore together our common sources in scripture and 
tradition, practical problems in relationships between churches are dealt 
with, faith is shared, friendships are forged and through it all the word 
begins to filter through to the rank and file that relationships are changing. 


Whether in theological education, institutional chaplaincy or the sharing of 
resources to foster stewardship and Christian education, the list of 
cooperative ventures involving two or more congregations is lengthening. 


Much scope remains of course for more such ventures, particularly in the area 
of common planning for missions here in Australia. 


Complicating the scene, there are stories of failure and discouragement as 
well. 


The point is, however, that in the sphere of practical cooperation, the 
movement continues to move. 


In late 1988 the new worship book of the Uniting Church in Australia hit the 
streets. Aficionados of matters liturgical have remarked on how Uniting in 
Worship echoes the thinking about worship that has been going on in other 
denominations as well. 


With minimal structural assistance and no sanction whatever from the canon 
lawyers, the movement for liturgical renewal has simply leapt the frontiers. 


The same applies to theology generally. It is now quite impossible to do 
serious work in any of the theological disciplines with eyes focused on only 
one denominational tradition. 


Reflection on matters of justice and social responsibility is also jumping the 
barriers, to the glory of God. 


Then there are those one-to-one relationships the canon lawyers never dreamt 
of and hence mercifully never forbade. 


What undergirds the ecumenical movement in all its manifestations, structural 
or otherwise, is the promise that when brothers and sisters in Christ read 
their Bibles together, reflect on their faith together, say their prayers 
together and grow in mutual friendship and respect, then the miracle of 
reconciliation and renewal becomes visible. 


It has been said before but we must keep on saying it: Christians don't have 
to wait until the solutions to all our problems are handed down on a silver 
platter from hierarchies of Rome, Lambeth, Geneva, Constantinople or wherever. 


We do need leadership from the hierarchies, but the fact remains that there 
are some things in the sphere of human relationships that only you and I can 
do. 


At the end of the day, it is at that level of interpersonal relationships that 
this whole movement stands or falls. ... [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.06.22 is the 22nd item 
appearing in June 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 
69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): Tuesday, 5 June; Monday, 18 
June; Wednesday, 27 June; Tuesday, 3 July; and subsequent Mondays. EPS 
appears about 44 times a year. 


A Miracle, A Universe (by Lawrence Weschler, 293 pages, Pantheon, US$22.95) 
is the story of systematic torture in Brazil and Uruguay during the two 
decades before the recent transitions from military dictatorships. Some 
church people, including Presbyterian leader Jaime Wright, were among those 
who helped assemble the information which forms the basis for much of this 
book. 


We Cannot Dream Alone: A Story cf Women in Development, edited by. Ranjini 
Rebera, is available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2). 40m 
14.90 Swiss francs, 9.75 US dollars, or 5.95 UK pounds. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 (amounts in US dollars): 
appeal (16 May) for 262 000 after a cyclone in India 

appeal (4 May) for 100 000 after fires and disorder in Egypt 

renewed appeal (4 May) for 816 789 for Mozambican refugees in South Africa 
situation report #5 (15 May) on the emergency in Romania 

situation report #1 (4 May) on floods in Kenya 

situation report #6 (18 May) on refugees, floods, and drought in Malawi 


The World YWCA (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) is looking for a programme 
secretary for communications. 


Two background articles -— Human Rights in Hong Kong and Hong Kong: Two 
Countries, One Victim - are available from Hong Kong Christian Institute 
(Flat A, 11/f, 688 Shanghai Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong). Each was written by 
HKCI Director Kwok Nai Wang. 


The new issue (#114, May) of the bi-monthly WCC publication Contact focuses on 
Tobacco and Health: Behind the Smoke Screen. A copy is available from 
WCC/CMC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The new issue (April) of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review features material 
on the Holy Spirit, focusing on the theme and one of the four sub-themes of 
the WCC Seventh Assembly of next February. A copy is available from WCC 
Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2). 


The Christian Conference of Asia (57 Peking Road, 4/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong) has 
published International Affairs: Theological Guidelines for Christian 
Participation. Also from CCA-IA, the current (October 1989) issue of Asian 
Issues focuses on the Non-Aligned Movement. 


Available from WCC/Education (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is Alive Together: 
A Practical Guide to Ecumenical Learning. 
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CHURCH REPS MEET ON 'NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE' 


Nearly 70 church representatives from central and eastern Europe and other 
parts of the world met for a week in Moscow (14-19 May) to consider the major 
changes in the region in the last year as 'a challenge for the witness of the 
churches'. A communiqué from the meeting, organized by the Lutheran World 
Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and World Council of 
Churches, said 'the rapid and radical social changes' in the region have 
created both ‘new opportunities' and 'many problems' for the church. 


In his opening address, Kyrill of Smolensk and Kaliningrad, who chairs the 
Department for External Church Relations of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox 
Church gave an overview of current Soviet problems. He emphasized the church 
role in helping create a climate for the recent changes in his country. 


Many reported on ways in which the church was a source of spiritual strength 
for people during difficult times. There was also considerable self-criticism 
because of 'the uncritical attitude of some church leaders and pastors towards 
the [former] prevailing political ideology’. 


Conference participants reported ‘evidence that people are turning to the 
church for leadership in many areas of social life. The fact that many 
pastors have been elected to political office constitutes a _ theological/ 
ecclesiological problem for some churches.' 


Some at the conference expressed fear that the church 'might be asked to 
assume an inordinate share of the burden in responding to the enormous social 
problems ... expected to result from the introduction of a market-oriented 
economic system in various countries. Here the church must make a clear 
distinction between its own calling to ... service and the state's God-given 
responsibility to ensure the well-being of all citizens.' 


Noting new social, educational, and service possibilities for the church in 
eastern Europe, the communiqué observed that ‘after the long period of 
oppression ... the churches do not have the resources, either financial or 
human, to effectively respond to these new opportunities.' 


According to the communiqué, ‘hope was expressed [at the conference] that the 
Roman Catholic Church ([including] the Uniates in some countries) would not 
use the new situation to re-establish dominance, but would instead work 
towards closer ecumenical cooperation with the Orthodox and Protestant 
churches'. 


(Roman Catholicism is the numerically dominant form of Christianity in 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Hungary. Eastern Orthodoxy is the majority form 
of Christianity in Romania and Bulgaria, and also in the Soviet Union as a 
whole (though that is not the case in some Soviet republics). 


There was one representative each at the conference from Angola, Cuba, and 
Ethiopia. The communiqué noted that ‘participants from churches in the 
developing countries expressed the fear that assistance presently being 
committed for the restoration of eastern European economies might be at the 
expense of the modest funds already designated for Third World development’. 


Bible studies at the meeting focused on the Old Testament Book of Jonah. 
Special prayers were offered for the people of Albania, the least-changed 
country in eastern Europe. [EPS] 
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BRITAIN: UNITED REFORMED VOTE TO CONSIDER UNION WITH METHODISTS 


The General Assembly of the United Reformed Church (meeting in Wolverhampton, 
England, 14-18 May) voted overwhelmingly to consider union with the British 
Methodist Church. If similar proposals are okayed by the British Methodist 
Conference in Cardiff (Wales) at the end of June, a consultation process in 
the two denominations would take place till October 1991. Recommendations on 
next steps would then come before the URC and Methodist meetings in 1992. 


URC General Secretary Bernard Thorogood said a purpose of the process would be 
to discover whether members agree that ‘preparation for the visible wunion' of 
the two denominations is 'now the will of God'. Convener John Slow of the URC 
committee for British missionary and ecumenical work said initiatives for 
unity are coming from the grassroots. He said the denominations have 
‘complementary strengths', and though union would be ‘a massive undertaking 
... it is an exciting agenda’. 


Moderator John Waller of the URC West Midlands Province said ‘those engaged in 
local mission together need the support of a nationally united structure’. 
Alan Merchant, a minister, said 'the national churches must catch up. We are 
experiencing so much frustration through being in two denominations. But 
another minister, Stanley Russell, warned against diverting time and money to 
union issues from the work of evangelism and pastoral care. 


Supporting the proposals, the URC-Methodist Liaison Committee said other 
church bodies are welcome to join. ‘In any bilateral process, we would seek 
the active participation of the wider fellowship', the committee said. 


Currently, there are about 200 joint Methodist-URC congregations in England 
and Wales, and some joint areas. (Neither denomination has many members in 
Scotland.) Also, 83 URC ministers also have Methodist ministerial 
endorsements, and 108 Methodist ministers serve URC congregations. URC was 
formed in 1972 as a union of Congregationalists and Presbyterians. Disciples 
joined in 1981. URC membership is about 130,000. Methodism is an outgrowth 
of the work of the 18th-century Anglican priests John and Charles Wesley. 
There are about 450 000 British Methodists. 


In other action, the assembly overwhelmingly passed a resolution calling on 
the UK government to ‘work with other nations to secure peace and justice 
throughout Central America’, and to press the US government to ‘use its 
influence for peace' in the region. URC member congregations were urged to 
‘pray for the people of Central America in their continuing suffering', and to 
become more informed about problems there. 


The assembly urged government support for the conversion of UK defence 
industries to civil production, rejecting a current government policy of 
non-intervention. It said this could lead either to heavy unemployment or to 
a switch of arms sales to Third World nations. It also urged the government 
to reconsider its controversial flat-rate ‘community charge’ for local 
services, which replaced a tax on property. 


The assembly adopted a 10-point document ‘towards a charter for children in 
the church’. It is to promote discussion in URC congregations about the role 
and place of children, the contribution they can make to the worship and total 
life of the church, and the need for adults to accept them as ‘equal partners’ 
in the church. Children make up an estimated 38 percent of people in URC 
congregations. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.03 
FIRST FEMALE ANGLICAN PRIESTS EXPECTED IN IRELAND BY END OF YEAR 


The first women are expected to be ordained as priests in the [Anglican] 
Church of Ireland by the end of the year. This follows the decision of the CI 
General Synod to allow such ordinations. The synod met (14-17 May) in 
Dublin. Women have been ordained CI deacons since 1987. 


Speaking before the vote in favour, CI Primate Robin Eames, archbishop of 
Armagh, reminded the synod of the 'sharp division' in Anglicanism on the issue. 


He said ‘no single question has so threatened' Anglican unity. He also 
observed that whatever the decision, there would be a CI minority deserving 
full consideration, respect, and understanding. 'The last thing i want ... is 
any sense of victory or defeat', he said. 


Supporting the priesting of women, John Neill, bishop of TUS, Sai) 2 
male-dominated church has a sad record of a negative attitude to sexuality in 
general, and has failed to affirm woman as person, as well as child bearer'. 
He said 'the secular feminist movement ... may be the only way that God could 
make us listen'. 


Among opponents, John Paterson, a priest in Dublin, called the authorisation 
measure ‘a totalitarian bill' because, he said, it treats the ordination of 
women as ‘not just an option, but the only option’. 


The measure was voted on twice at the synod, and each time it received more 
than the two-thirds majority among laity and clergy required for approval. 
(The laity vote in favour was about 80 percent, the clergy about 70 percent.) 


A proposed amendment to exclude women as bishops was decisively defeated. 


The other three Anglican denominations in Britain and Ireland (Church of 
England, Church in Wales, Scottish Episcopal Church) ordain women as deacons, 
and are considering the ordination of women as priests. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.04 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE ACCEPTS CANADIAN UKRAINIAN JURISDICTION 


The Istanbul-based [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate has accepted a 
formerly independent Canadian denomination, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Canada, as one of its jurisdictions. 


The patriarchate already has such a jurisdiction in the United States - the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America. Another US Ukrainian Orthodox body, the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, is independent. 


Ethnic Greeks in several dioceses make up most of the _ patriarchate's 
membership in North America, though its jurisdictions there also include the 
Albanian Orthodox Diocese of America and the American Carpatho-Russian 
Orthodox Greek Catholic Church. 


In the Ukraine itself, most Eastern Orthodox are under the jurisdiction of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. An independent Ukrainian Orthodox Church, with links 
to the independent US body, is led by a former Russian Orthodox bishop. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.05 
SOUTH AFRICA: DUTCH REFORMED ACT ON AFRIKAANS UNITY, VIOLENCE 


Currently, there are three main white Reformed denominations in South Africa - 
NGK, GKSA, and NHK. Now, the General Synodal Commission of the NGK, the 
largest, has called for visible, structural unity of the three. The 
commission says that while they have some difference about issues related to 
the Bible, these are not serious enough to warrant continued separation. 


In other action, the commission expressed deep concern about increasing unrest 
and continuing violence in some parts of the country. In a statement to be 
read from NGK pulpits, the commission says 'the anarchistic behaviour of some, 
and the meaningless loss of human life and property stands in sharp contrast 
to the fact that 77 percent of the people regard themselves as Christians'. 
It urged those with grievances to seek solutions peacefully. It urged the 
government to act firmly and justly to oppose anarchy in every form. 


In discussions about the future of South Africa, NGK Moderator Johan Heyns 
said a new constitution for South Africa is unlikely to use as much Christian 
language as the current one. He said the church must take account of an 
increasing role of other religions and secular forces in South African society. 


In other NGK developments, three articles in the opinion magazine Insig 
accused the NGK leadership of evading responsibilities by taking politically 
neutral positions. Pastor Willem Nicol charged that the NGK helped forge 
rightist inflexibility' by frequently referring to ‘anti-Christian 
communism'. Missiologist David Bosch called NGK neutrality a cop-out, for 
‘neutrality is a choice for the status quo’. Journalist Ina van der Linde 
wrote in a similar vein. 


In response, Lefras Moolman, information director for three NGK synods, said 
it is incorrect to say NGK accepts the status quo uncritically, citing 
examples of NGK statements about squatters, police conduct, or the unjust 
application of some laws. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.06 
KENYA: MOI CHARGES SOME SEGMENTS OF CHURCH WITH PLOT 


Addressing a public rally at Kerugoya (central Kenya), Kenyan President Daniel 
arap Moi charged that some Anglican leaders were plotting with some politicians 
to murder some prominent people and have the murders blamed on the government. 


Moi advised church leaders to stay out of politics and concentrate on 
preaching the word of God. He said he may have been too tolerant for too long 
of subversive statements by church leaders, and said he would now get tough 
with them. 


The presidential comments follow debate triggered by a call from Anglican 
Bishop Henry Okullu for changes in Kenya to allow a multi-party sytem and to 
limit the tenure of office for future presidents [EPS 90.05.31]. Another 
Anglican bishop, David Gitari, subsequently made a similar call. 


However, the single-party system also has its supporters among church leaders, 


including Africa Inland Bishop Ezekiel Birech. He said it is the choice of 


the people, and that it promotes peace and stability and the flourishing of 
Christianity. Other public supporters include Methodist Presiding Bishop Lawi 
Imathiu and Anglican Bishop Alexander Muge. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.07 
ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION CONSIDERS RACISM IN CHURCH, EDUCATION, MEDIA 


Sponsored by the World Council of Churches, delegates from several regions of 
the world met in Toronto (13-18 May) to consider how to combat racism in the 
church, education, and the media. 


A conference statement spoke of the need to "recognize and remedy the 
persistent underlying racism of the systems of the modern world, which are all 
the more sinister because they purport not to be racist'. It said ‘anti- 
racist legislation has failed to rid the world of the potential to oppress 
whole groups of people because of their race’. Moreover, ‘the world has 
traditionally interpreted Judeo-Christian values in ways which have bred 
racism', and, in the modern world, racism is ‘all pervading’. 


To eliminate it, the conference urged a "re-interpretation informed by the 
values of community and environmental integrity represented by the worldview 
of indigenous peoples’. It also called for the ‘total reconstruction of 
society so that the economically powerful lose their control over decisions’ 
in church, educational, and media institutions. 


Looking ahead to the 500th anniversary, in 1992, of the arrival of Christopher 
Columbus in the Western Hemisphere, the conference said it can be used either 
to celebrate 'the arrival of Europeans in the Americas', or to focus on 'the 
racist conquest of peoples throughout the world'. The conference said efforts 
to bring many countries of Europe closer together, also by the end of 1992, 
present a challenge to the church, especially in Europe to 'take a stand to 
include the interests of affected minorities’. 


Conference field trips by participants exposed the ‘inherent' racism in urban 
Canada. Participants noted a ‘disproportionate percentage' of blacks and 
aboriginals in Canadian jails, and ‘instances of debilitating racism' there. 
They observed that 'the effectiveness of the Canadian churches in combating 
various forms of racism is not alwyas obvious to the victims of racism’. 


Referring to ‘the particular problems faced by the indigenous peoples of the 
conquered continents ... whose land rights are being denied', the conference 
Said such racism is reflected ‘both in their effective exclusion from 
education, and from any recognition in the mass media’. 


With but few exceptions, the conference observed, media 'present only a 
Partial and distorted view of reality by excluding the racially oppressed and 
their concerns .... Minorities are either absent or portrayed negatively as a 
problem. The prejudices and hostilities of others are thereby reinforced and 
become legitimate. The media become part of the problem.' 


The consultation concluded that there is a ‘continuing need' for the WCC 
Programme to Combat Racism. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.08 

MANDELA TO VISIT WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

South African black leader Nelson Mandela, released earlier this year after 
more than a quarter century in prison, is to visit the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva 8-9 June. He is to speak to a WCC staff meeting, and a 
WCC-sponsored workshop on anti-apartheid strategies by church-related groups 
in Europe. While in Geneva, he is also to address the assembly of the 
International Labour Organisation. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.09 

USA: ARCHBISHOP FAULTS DRAFT OF LETTER ON WOMEN 

Roman Catholic Archbishop Rembert Weakland (Milwaukee) says a second draft of 
a proposed pastoral letter on women from the US Roman Catholic bishops is so 
flawed and unsatisfactory that the effort to produce such a letter should be 
given up for now. Writing in the newspaper of his archdiocese, Weakland calls 
the second draft ‘strident, negative, judgmental'. Among other differences, 
the first draft called for study of the question of whether women may be 
ordained, while the second deletes that call as it reaffirms the Roman 
Catholic ban on such ordinations. Weakland says discussion of that issue in 
the second draft lacks ‘credibility'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.10 

USA: SUPREME COURT URGED TO REHEAR RELIGION CASE 

A diverse coalition of religious and civil-liberties groups has asked the US 
Supreme Court to reconsider its recent ruling that a US state may 
constitutionally prohibit the religious use of the drug peyote, and deny 
unemployment compensation to people dismissed from their jobs for using the 
drug in religious rituals. Christian groups asking for the rehearing include 
Quaker, Baptist, evangelical, Lutheran, Adventist, ecumenical, and Reformed 
bodies. Also involved are Jewish and Unitarian organisations, the Worldwide 
Church of God, People for the American Way, American Civil Liberties Union, 
and Americans United for Separation of Church and State. Oliver Thomas, a 
Baptist lawyer, said the groups agree on very little, but all agree the 
decision is ‘disastrous for the free exercise of religion'. The last time the 
court agreed to immediately reconsider a decision, in 1960, it reaffirmed its 
previous decision. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.11 

MIDDLE EAST: PENTECOST PRAYER MEETS LESS CRITICISM 

To start a period of ecumenical concern for the situation in the Holy Land, 
the Middle East Council of Churches released a ‘Palm Sunday prayer from 
Jerusalem', which was heavily criticized by some Jewish representatives [EPS 
90.04.61]. However, an MECC ‘Pentecost prayer from Jerusalem' for use at the 
end of the period (3 June) has received good reviews from critics of the 
previous effort. In distributing the new prayer, MECC General Secretary 
Gabriel Habib said 'we deeply regret' complaints about the previous prayer. 
He said it was ‘misquoted' and 'misunderstood'. Richard Butler, an MECC 
consultant, said the Pentecost prayer was composed before the controversy 
about the first prayer. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.12 

HUNGARY: GOVERNMENT ASKS 'FORGIVENESS' FOR TREATMENT OF BISHOP 

The Hungarian government has asked 'forgiveness' from the current leadership 
of the Lutheran Church in Hungary for the way it treated one of its former 
bishops, Lajos Ordass, who died in 1978. Under state pressure, Ordass was 
twice removed from office twice in the 1950s, and kept under house arrest for 
two decades. Hungarian Justice Minister Kalman Kulcsar also asked forgiveness 
from Ordass' widow. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.13 

LESOTHO: CHURCH REPS REFUSE TO SERVE IN PROPOSED PARLIAMENT | 

Several church figures have joined seven political parties in refusing to 
serve in a proposed ‘nominated parliament’. Opponents of the parliament, 
proposed by the military officers now ruling this southern African kingdom, 
say the military leader Justin Lekhanya intends to use the body to undermine 
King Mosheeshoe II, who earlier this year refused to approve the ousting of 
four members of the military council. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.14 
LATIN AMERICAN EVANGELICALS URGE EVANGELISATION OF JEWS 
A conference in Acapulco (Mexico) sponsored by CONELA, a Latin American 
association of evangelicals, has urged active Erne caetete of the Jewish 
people' in Latin America. It also urged ‘opposition to all forms of 
discrimination against the Jewish people and any other ethnic group'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.15 
RUNCIE PREDICTS WIDER ECUMENICAL ROLE FOR HIS SUCCESSOR 
Robert Runcie, who retires early next year as archbishop of Canterbury (and 
thus as the leading bishop of world Anglicanism), says his successor may spend 
less time ‘trying to achieve a kind of coherence of the Anglican Communion - I 
reckon it has been pushed as far as it can go -— and concentrate more on 
ecumenical unity'. He also says it is important that the Church of Fe i 
of which he is the spiritual leader, take on a 'more European flavour'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.16 

ANGLICAN DIOCESE AFFIRMS PROCESS WHICH LED TO CONTROVERSIAL ORDINATION 

The ordination late last year of an openly non-celibate homosexual as a US 
Anglican priest created much controversy [EPS 90.02.30, 03.36]. The priest, 
Robert Williams, was subsequently asked to resign his diocesan job after he 
publicly questioned the value of celibacy and monogamy. The bishop who 
ordained him then asked two diocesan groups to review the screening process 
through which Williams passed before ordination, to see if 'misrepresentation' 
by Williams occurred. Richard Shimpfky, president of the Newark diocesan 
Standing Committee, now says the review has concluded 'the system works just 
fine', and there are no grounds on which to proceed with a church trial of 
Williams. (Such a process would be necessary to force Williams off the US 
Anglican clergy roster.) Williams, though not employed by the diocese, thus 
remains one of its priests. He says he is writing a book which will name 
homosexual colleagues. He charges that among 'the most negative people' in 
connection with his case have been secretly homosexual clergy, especially 
women. ‘I'm tired of protecting them', Williams says. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.17 

USA: WORKSHOP ON CHRISTIAN UNITY MEETS 

About 400 US ecumenical leaders met in Pittsburgh for the 27th National 
Workshop on Christian Unity. Avery Post, retired president of the United 
Church of Christ, urged participants to subordinate ‘disagreements’ on 
governance’ and emphasize ‘service and value formation'. Leonid Kishkovsky, 
an Eastern Orthodox priest who is president of the National Council of 
Churches, said ‘bringing church professionals and ordinary Christians closer 
together’ would make the ecumenical journey a bit easier. Lutheran bishop and 
theologian William Lazareth urged Roman Catholics, Anglicans, and Lutherans to 
find common ground on the doctrine of justification by faith so as to lay to 
rest the 'mutual condemnations’ of the 16th-century Reformation era. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.18 

CHURCH REPS FAULT BUSH INVITATION TO GAY ACTIVISTS 

When US President George Bush signed the Hate Crimes Statistics Act, he 
included gay-rights activists among the witnesses. (The act mandates a study 
Of violent crimes linked to racial, religious, ethnic, or sexual-orientation 
prejudice.) Executive Director Richard Land of the Christian Life Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention faulted the invitation for giving ‘sanction 
and implicit approval' to homosexuality. Speaking for the National Association 
of Evangelicals, Richard Cizik said NAE wants ‘understanding and compassion 
for those caught up in homosexual behaviour', but described the invitation - 
an ‘imprimatur of legitimacy' on homosexuality - as a ‘serious mistake'. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.19 
CHRISTIAN TV MONITORING GROUP ENDS BOYCOTT OF CLOROX PRODUCTS 
Christian Leaders for Responsible Television has announced an end to its 
nine-month boycott of Clorox products after the corporation announced steps to 
reduce its sponsorship of programmes CLRT says have too much sex, violence, 
profanity, and/or anti-Christian stereotyping. A CLRT boycott of Mennen 
products continues. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.20 
ANGLICANS, LUTHERANS WORK TOGETHER ON CATECHUMENATE 
A group of US Anglican and Lutheran representatives is working cooperatively 
on materials for the catechumenate, a pattern by which people are initiated 
into the church or led to a serious reaffirmtion of faith. Wayne Schwab, a 
member of the national Anglican staff, calls the joint effort ‘the most 
substantive ecumenical work in evangelism' he knows. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.21 
SOUTHERN AFRICA: METHODIST BISHOPS URGE PAC TO JOIN TALKS 
The bishops of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa have urged the Pan 
Africanist Congress to reconsider its refusal to consider talks with the 
white-minority-led government of South Africa. PAC is the most notable black 
liberation group missing in recent discussions with the government, in which 
leaders of the African National Congress figure prominently. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.22 

SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH LEADERS REACT TO SUNDAY RUGBY PLANS 

Presiding Bishop Stanley Mogoba of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa 
says Methodists question a plan by Natal Rugby Union to schedule Sunday 
matches. Sunday is a ‘day of worship', Mogoba told a Johannesburg daily. But 
he also observed that 'people could be ... using their [Sunday] time in a far 
more negative fashion [than by attending a rugby match], for example, drinking 
and indulging in mischief'. Roman Catholic, Anglican, and some Reformed 
(Presbyterian) leaders were less negative, though other Reformed chuch people 
were more so. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.23 

CANADA: BISHOPS APOLOGISE FOR ONCE OPPOSING RIGHT OF WOMEN TO VOTE 

Women in Quebec, the French-speaking province of Canada, were given the right 
to vote in 1940. During a ceremony marking the 50th anniversary of that, the 
Roman Catholic bishops of Quebec issued a formal apology for their opposition 
at the time. Archbishop Gilles Ouellet of Rimouski, president of the assembly 
of Roman Catholic bishops in Quebec, said the church leadership has had ‘an 
authentic evangelical conversion' since then. At the time, the bishops 
opposed the vote for women because, they said, women did not want it, and it 
would expose them to the 'passionate adventures of electoralism'. At the 
anniversary event, Ouellet said the time had come for the bishops to ‘make 
reparations for having staunchly resisted' voting rights for women. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.24 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS SUGGEST UN INTERVENTION IN MOHAWK CONFLICT 
In a message to ‘Mohawk sisters and brothers', the New York State Council of 
Churches and the American Friends Service Committee suggest that the Indians 
on a reservation which straddles the US-Canadian border invite a UN team to 
calm recent violence and address ‘concerns related to the past and present 
policies and actions' of the US and Canadian governments. The recent violence 
is related in part to disagreements about a casino on the reservation. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.25 
SOUTHERN EUROPEAN PROTESTANTS MEET 
Protestants from French-, Spanish-, Portuguese-, and Italian-speaking parts of 
Europe — generally small minorities in mostly Roman Catholic areas - held 
their every-four-year meeting (in Barcelona, 17-20 May). [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.26 

KENYA: ANGLICAN BISHOPS AT ODDS 

Kenyan newspapers report tension between two Anglican bishops - Henry Okullu 
(Maseno South Diocese) and Isaac Namango (Nambale Diocese). After charges 
that Okullu was meddling in Nambale, Okullu reportedly said Namango should go 
to a mental hospital for an examination of his sanity. Another charge against 
Okullu, by Joseph Weswa, a Nambale priest, is that Okullu spent millions of 
Kenyan shillings trying to influence Katakwa Archdeaconry to break away from 
Nambale and become a new diocese. Okullu challenged Weswa to substantiate 
those allegations, or face court action for defamation. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.27 

BRITAIN: METHODIST REPORT SAYS SEXUAL ORIENTATION OUGHT NOT BAR ORDINATION 

A report from a British Methodist commission says sexual orientation ought not 
be a ground on which people are refused ordination. Commission members were 
divided about whether the ordination of non-celibate homosexuals should ever 
be allowed. They recommended that such decisions continue to be left to those 
responsible to decide each particular case, without church-wide directions 
being given. This means ‘each candidature is judged on its merits, taking the 
whole person and that person's circumstances and network of relationships into 
account', the report says. The British Methodist Conference, meeting this 
month, is being asked to receive the report and commend it for study. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.28 

EGYPT: CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM TEAMS TO TRY TO SETTLE STRIFE 

The Egyptian government has announced plans to send Christian-Muslim teams 
around the mostly-Muslim country to try to calm tensions between followers of 
the two religions, which have flared into violence in some places. Making the 
announcement, to a meeting of Christian and Muslim clergy in Cairo, Religious 
Affairs Minister Mohammed Mahjoub said Egypt must not become another Lebanon. 
At the meeting, Boulos Bassili, a priest, complained that Christian children 
are told they are ‘heathens', and 'some people spit on the cross'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.29 
USA: GALLUP SAYS AMERICANS TALK MORE THAN THEY ACT ON RELIGION 
Speaking to the national convention of the [US] Evangelical Press Association 
(7-9 May, Colorado Springs, Colorado, USA), pollster George Gallup said his 
data suggest there is little difference in the way most of those who profess 
religious commitments act in daily life compared with those who do not. He 
said the faith of most Americans is very private, and not related to attending 
worship regularly (though about 40 percent of Americans attend worship in any 
given week). He also observed that most Americans are 'biblical illiterates' 
who revere the Bible, but don’t read it. He said half the people who say they 
are Christian do not know that Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.30 
UNITED CHURCH COUNCIL DEPLORES MEDIA IMAGES OF BLACKS 
The Executive Council of the United Church of Christ says the media, notably 
tv, too often create 'the misleading perception' that social ills such as 
drugs, crime, Aids, illiteracy, poverty, and teenage pregnancy, are centred in 
black communities. A council resolution urges the media to ‘depict more 
positive images and realities within African-American communities’. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.31 

ITALY: MINORITY DENOMINATIONS CONSIDER 'COMMUNION AND FAITHFULNESS' 

About 120 leaders from the Reformed (Waldensian), Methodist, Baptist, 
Lutheran, Salvation Army, Pentecostal, and other minority Christian traditions 
in overwhelmingly Roman Catholic Italy considered ‘communion and faithfulness’ 
as ‘the test of Italian Protestantism in the 90s' during a two-day conference 
in Florence sponsored by the Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy. 
According to a federation report, 'the meeting, characterized by an atmosphere 
of frankness and fellowship, was a sign of the desire to look forward to the 
real possibility of an effective witness and presence of all Protestant 
churches in Italy, each maintaining its own history and identity’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.32 

ITALY: PROTEST ABOUT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BILL 

President Giorgio Bouchard of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy, 
which groups several of the historic minority denominations in overwhelmingly 
Roman Catholic Italy, has protested to Italian parliamentary leaders about a 
pending bill dealing with religious education in state-run schools. The bill 
requires pupils not attending religion sessions to remain at school. Bouchard 
says it should be amended to allow them to leave school then if they wish. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.06.33 

TONGA: KING SAYS BISHOP IS A MARXIST ' 

In a tv interview in New Zealand, Taufa'ahau Tupou IV, king of Tonga, accused 
the Roman Catholic bishop there, Patelesio Finau, of having been indoctrinated 
with Marxism when the bishop was in the Philippines in the 1970s. Finau, 
active in ecumenical affairs, was out of the Pacific island nation at the 
time. In a reply on his behalf, Irish priest Kevin Lyons, a Finau assistant, 
said the king was ‘diverting attention away from this ... feeling that people 
want change’. He said the bishop reflects the feelings of the people of 
Tonga, and is ‘asking, more or less pleading, with those in power to make the 
necessary changes so that people can participate a bit better in the 
decision-making process. That's a long way from Marxism or communism.' Under 
the Tonga constitution, the king has a powerful political role. [EPS] 


. EPS 90.06.34 

USA: PRESBYTERIAN PANEL FINDS NOTABLE SUPPORT FOR DISSENTING GROUP 

The chair of a special denominational panel examining the relationship of the 
Presbyterian Church USA with the unofficial Presbyterian Lay Committee, which 
is often critical of official PCUSA policy, says his committee ‘has been very 
surprised by the breadth and depth of support' it finds among PCUSA members 
for the unofficial body. The panel is to make its final report to the 1991 
PCUSA General Assembly. Among its interim findings is that there is a 
compelling need to work for reconciliation among PCUSA factions which fear and 
mistrust each other. A scientific survey taken by a PCUSA unit in June 1988 
found about three-fifths of a PCUSA clergy sample judging the PLC newspaper as 
notably inaccurate in its reporting; only 5 and 11 percent of PCUSA members 
in general and elders (lay leaders) made a similar judgment. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.35 

USA: CHURCH REPS JOIN McDONALD'S BOYCOTT 

A coalition of church, labour, and community organisations in Philadelphia has 
launched a ‘campaign for fair wages' boycott against the fast-food giant 
McDonalds. The coalition says the fast-food industry pays inner-city workers 
an average hourly starting wage of 87 US cents less than it pays in suburban 
outlets. McDonalds says the difference is 11 cents. A newspaper survey of 20 
city and 20 suburban outlets found an average hourly starting wage of 4 US 
dollars in the former, 5.10 in the latter. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.36 

USA: SUPREME COURT ENDS NINE-YEAR TAX CHALLENGE TO RC CHURCH 

Without ruling on constitutional issues, the US Supreme Court ended a nine- 
year legal challenge to the tax exemption of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
USA by refusing to review a decision made by a lower court. It had said that 
abortion-rights advocates had no legal standing to file the suit. Under US 
law, tax-exempt bodies such as the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and 
the US Catholic Conference cannot devote much of their income to partisan 
political activity. The Abortion Rights Mobilization group and a score of 
other individuals and groups challenged the tax exemption in 1981, on grounds 
NCCB and USCC aided campaigns in 1980 against legislators who favoured legal 
abortions. The Supreme Court let stand a ruling that only the US Internal 
Revenue Service, not third parties, can bring a legal challenge in connection 
with the use of funds by a tax-exempt body. ARM President Lawrence Lader 
called the Supreme Court action a ‘devastating attack on separation of church 
and state’. NCCB lawyer Mark Chopko expressed pleasure that the decision 'put 
to rest' such challenges to church statements about 'a variety of moral issues 
affecting a society'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.37 

SOVIET-USA PRAYER VIGIL PLANNED FOR SUMMIT 

A prayer vigil by Soviet and US Christians was planned for 30 May-4 June in 
Washington during the Bush-Gorbachev summit there. ‘Our prayers will give 
expression to the hopes and longings of the American and Soviet peoples for 
the coming of peace, and the prospects for increased mutual understanding 
among the nations', said General Secretary James Hamilton of the [US] National 
Council of Churches. A parallel vigil was planned for Moscow during the same 
period. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.38 
FRANCE: ECUMENICAL CONDEMNATION OF ATTACK ON JEWISH CEMETERIES 
The Council of Christian Churches in France (CECF) has sent a message to 
French Jewish leaders condemning the recent attacks on Jewish cemeteries in 
that country. The message reiterates CECF condemnation of ‘words, attitudes, 
and acts hostile to the diverse ethnic and religious communities which live in 
our country'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.39 

SCOTLAND: REFORMED DISCUSSING BAPTISM, DRAFT STATEMENT OF FAITH 

The General Assembly of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland (the Kirk) has sent 
a draft of an affirmation of faith to presbyteries (regional jurisdictions) 
and congregations for debate. The text would supplement the 1643 Westminster 
Confession. Some critics of the draft object on grounds it does not include 
an explicit mention of the birth of Jesus to the Virgin Mary, and does not 
detail aspects of the resurrection of Jesus. On the question of baptism 
requirements for children, after two hours of debate, the assembly decided to 
ask for a report next year from its doctrine panel. Since 1963, the Kirk has 
required that at least one parent be a Kirk communicant or willing to be one. 
A proposal to revert to the pre-1963 norm, that at least one parent be 
baptized and profess the Christian faith, was before the assembly. Supporters 
of the change said the current norm is anyway often ignored, but opponents 
Said going back to the old norm would unwisely separate profession of faith 
from church membership. In other action, the assembly overwhelmingly rejected 
a proposal that it endorse decriminalization of hard drugs as a way to 
combat drug trafficking. A guest speaker at the assembly was World Alliance 
Of Reformed Churches General Secretary Milan Opocensky. He urged that 
European unity not be at Third World expense. "If anywhere in the world 
people are hungry and enslaved, we all are unliberated and impoverished', he 
observed. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.40 
NICARAGUA: CHURCH RADIO STATION OCCUPIED BRIEFLY 
Sandinista activists occupied Radio Catolica, a church-run station, in order 
to broadcast a message to the new Nicaraguan government (15 May). The 
Sandinistas governed Nicaragua from the 1979 revolution till they lost the 
elections last February. Station officials protested the takeover. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.41 

NEPAL: CHRISTIANS NOTE NEW FREEDOM 

The ecumenical United Mission to Nepal says it rejoices in 'the prospects of 
religious freedom in Nepal as the new government revises the constitution to 
assure full human rights for all citizens'. It asked prayer for Nepal ‘at 
this time of historic change'. UMN has 273 expatriates sponsored by 39 church 
agencies from 19 countries working in government-approved jobs in Nepal. On 
Easter Sunday, several hundred Nepali Christians marched in the centre of the 
Nepali capital Kathmandu. Police did not attempt to stop them. Conversion 
from Hinduism is banned in Nepal, and over the years, some Christians have 
been punished as a result of their evangelistic work [EPS 90.03.104]. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.42 

SOUTH AFRICA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL SAYS TO CONTINUE SANCTIONS 

Writing to ‘all our partners' in the wake of the ‘successful talks' last month 
between representatives of the African National Congress and the South African 
government, General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South African Council of 
Churches says ‘nothing has as yet happened to the apartheid system which 
warrants a change of policy on sanctions’. Chikane reiterated SACC policy: 
"Maintain and campaign for ... intensification [of sanctions]'. Once ‘actual 
negotiations have started and a new, non-racial, democratic constitution is 
adopted and put in ... place ..., we shall inform you accordingly to end all 
economic, political, and social pressures against South Africa. As of now, 
please continue campaigning for more pressure.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.43 
PRESBYTERIAN SEMINARY SUPPORTS EMBATTLED BAPTIST NEIGHBOURS 
The faculty of the Presbyterian seminary in Louisville (Kentucky/USA) has 
delivered a message of support to the faculty at the Baptist seminary in the 
same city in connection with a dispute involving the Baptist faculty and 
seminary trustees. Last April, the Baptist trustees asked seminary employees 
to ‘desist from publicly espousing' legal abortion, and received a 16-page 
report that charges the seminary president and several faculty members with 
questioning Christian doctrine and biblical authority. In May, a 14-member 
Presbyterian delegation arrived on the Baptist campus with a _ resolution 
affirming ‘the importance of academic freedom in theological education'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.44 
CUBA: PILGRIMAGES BANNED 
Cuban President Fidel Castro has banned pilgrimages until a date is fixed for 
a papal visit to Cuba. Such pilgrimages were authorised late last year as 
part of the spiritual preparation for the visit, expected next year. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.45 

USA: PROBE PROMISED OF US ROLE IN CALLING SLAIN PRIEST A COMMUNIST 
Joe Moakley, a member of the US Congress (federal legislature), says he will 
investigate the US role in producing a secret 1987 military document that 
called Roman Catholic priest Ignacio Ellacuria and several other theologians 
supporters of ‘the objectives of the communist revolution’. Ellacuria, rector 
of a church-run university, and five Jesuit colleagues in El Salvador were 
murdered late last year [EPS 89.12.94] [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.06.22 is the 22nd item 
appearing in June 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 
69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): Wednesday, 20 June; Tuesday, 26 
June; and subsequent Mondays. EPS appears about 44 times a year. 


A Miracle, A Universe (by Lawrence Weschler, 293 pages, Pantheon, US$22.95) 
is the story of systematic torture in Brazil and Uruguay during the two 
decades before the recent transitions from military dictatorships. Some 
church people, including Presbyterian leader Jaime Wright, were among those 
who helped assemble the information which forms the basis for much of this 
book. 


We Cannot Dream Alone: A Story of Women in Development, edited by Ranjini 
Rebera, is available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) for 
14.90 Swiss francs, 9.75 US dollars, or 5.95 UK pounds. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 (amounts in US eters 
appeal (16 May) for 262 000 after a eatione in India 

appeal (4 May) for 100 000 after fires and disorder in Egypt : 

renewed appeal (4 May) for 816 789 for Mozambican refugees in South Africa 
situation report #5 (15 May) on the emergency in Romania 

situation report #1 (4 May) on floods in Kenya 

situation report #6 (18 May) on refugees, floods, and drought in Malawi 
situation report #7 (17 May) on drought, war, and famine in Ethiopia 


The World YWCA (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) is looking for a programme 
secretary for communications. ‘ 


Two background articles - Human Rights in Hong Kong and Hong Kong: Two 
Countries, One Victim - are available from Hong Kong Christian Institute 
(Flat A, 11/f, 688 Shanghai Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong). Each was written by 
HKCI niecear Kwok Nai Wang. 


The new issue (#114, May) of the bi-monthly WCC publication Contact focuses on 
Tobacco and Health: Behind the Smoke Screen. A copy is available from 
WCC/CMC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The new issue (April) of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review features material 
on the Holy Spirit, focusing on the theme and one of the four sub-themes of 
the WCC Seventh Assembly of next February. A copy is available from WCC 
Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2). 


The Christian Conference of Asia (57 Peking Road, 4/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong) has 
published International Affairs: Theological Guidelines for Christian 
Participation. Also from CCA-IA, the current (October 1989) issue of Asian 
Issues focuses on the Non-Aligned Movement. 


Available from WCC/Education (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is Alive Together: 
A Practical Guide to Ecumenical Learning. 
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EPS 90.06.46 
ECUMENICAL MEETING DISCUSSES 'PAN-EUROPEAN RACISM' 


Against the backdrop of recurring anti-Jewish vandalism in France and racial 
violence throughout Europe, about 175 people met (29 May-1 June) in Chantilly, 
near Paris, to discuss ‘pan-European racism'. 


Most participants represented migrants, immigrants, blacks, refugees, and 
ethnic groups in Europe. The gathering was sponsored by the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. 


The conference offered a forum for people from racially-oppressed minorities 
in Europe to discuss experiences, and to develop contacts among their 
organizations in 14 countries. The gathering also challenged decision makers 
in Europe to respond to promote racial justice as a matter of public policy, 
and to uphold human rights in Europe. 


Barney Pityana, director of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, noted that 
growing discrimination and racism in Europe have become urgent factors, not 
only because of developments in east and west Europe, but also with the 
consolidation of the 12-country European Community (EC) by 1993. 


Conference participants reviewed violence against communities and individuals, 
and discussed growing restrictions on movement within Europe which affect 
especially blacks, migrant workers, immigrants, and refugees. They took 
particular note of discrimination against the Sinti, Roma, and Jenische 
peoples (the main Gypsy groupings in Europe). 


One conference participant was detained by French immigration police for two 
days at a Paris airport, and then deported to Belgium, where she lives. She 
managed to return via a different route and attend the last day of the 
consultation. 


During a special session, on the roof of the Grande Arche monument in Paris, 
Pityana said the Europe of 1993 and beyond will be ‘meaningless if it does not 
include those of different colours who live and work there. They are there, 
and they are planning to stay. The notion of a united Europe will be 
meaningless if within each country are groups of oppressed people.’ 


Conference participants declared that on the basis of their experience, racism 
in Europe has reached an intolerable level. They faulted as too weak a 
resolution on racism and xenophobia being discussed by the EC Social Affairs 
Council. Conference organisers told participants that an EC representative 
scheduled to give a keynote address had withdrawn 24 hours before being 
scheduled to arrive. 


Participants called for an early meeting between EC representatives and people 
from black and migrant groups in EC member countries. They also called for 
the convening by September of an EC ‘black and migrant forum' — approved in 
principle last year by the EC Commission. Participants said such a forum 
should provide opportunities for direct access and input into all EC 
structures. 


Also requested were regular monitoring and reporting on the fight against 
racism and xenophobia in EC countries, and legal action throughout the 
community to outlaw discrimination on the grounds of race, nationality, 
ethnicity, or religion in immigration, education, employment, housing, and the 
criminal justice system. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.47 
ECUMENICAL MEETING CONSIDERS 'WOMEN UNDER RACISM’ (by Monique McClellan) 


'Racism in Europe is alive and growing. White Europeans shouldn't imagine 
that once racism has been eliminated in South Africa it's been taken care 
of.' So observed one participant after an ecumenical meeting on ‘women under 
racism'. Convened by the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of 
Churches and CIMADE, a French ecumenical aid and development agency, women 
from 14 European countries met at Chantilly, near Paris, for three days last 
month (27-29 May). 


The 75 participants from different faith backgrounds represented migrant, 
refugee, immigrant, ethnic, and black organizations in Europe. Focal point of 
the meeting were issues of sexism, racism, and classism in Europe today. 


Jean Sindab, a PCR staff member and conference organizer, observed that the 
growing unity of the 12 countries in the European Community reflects an 
evident '‘eurocentrism' in which ‘a hostile political climate is doing little 
to discourage racist and fascist attitudes amongst extreme-right wing and hate 
groups’. 


The meeting concluded that while men and women both suffer from racism, women 
in minority groups have their own particular grievances. Not only are they 
subject to racist attitudes and attacks in their daily lives, but they must 
also fight sexist attitudes at all levels, in and out of their communities. 


Noting that the church in Europe has a special role to play in this situation, 
participants appealed to them in their final document to take a stand, clearly 
condemning racism and government policies which are racist in practice, and 
policies which automatically exclude other cultures and races from fully 
participating and sharing power in society. 


According to participants, many refugees and asylum seekers would rather be 
home in their countries, and would go back as soon as it was safe to do so. 
Others, such as long-term migrants or second generation residents in European 
countries feel European and say very clearly that they belong there just like 
everybody else, and are not going away. 


Yet they suffer from being ‘unrecognized citizens’. One participant noted 
that 'no matter whether our origin is Asian, African, Jewish or "original" 
European, we all live here, we like the country we live in, we pay taxes, we 
participate in society, and we all need roots, because just like a tree, 
without roots we will get knocked over'. 


From a wide range of discussion topics during the meeting, participants 
identified four issues of prime importance on which they urged immediate 


action: 


— economic exploitation of women who lack guaranteed unrestricted access to 
education, health, housing, and employment opportunities; 


- rights of women who are migrants, immigrants, and refugees;. 
—~ the criminalisation of culturally and ethnically diverse communities, 
including police harassment, discrimination in the criminal justice system, 


and racial attacks; 


—- racism in the media and cultural expression. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.48 
SCOTLAND: KIRK ASSEMBLY SPEAKS ON VARIETY OF NATIONAL ISSUES 


The impending closure by British Steel of the strip mill at Ravenscraig - 
widely regarded in Scotland as a threat to the future of the country's entire 
steel industry - was deplored by the General Assembly of the [Reformed] Church 
of Scotland (the Kirk) at its week-long session in Edinburgh (19-25 May). 


Also, the assembly accepted a hard-hitting report on poverty in Scotland, 
urging the government to consider amending or repealing legislation that works 
against the disadvantaged. It cited as examples the controversial flat-rate 
charge for local-government services, and recent changes in the _ social 
security system. 


It rejected pre-emptive strikes and retaliatory action as responses. to 
terrorism. The motion to that effect was put by Gerald Moule, a Kirk minister 
who had to cope with the aftermath of the terrorist-caused, jumbo-jet crash in 
Scotland in 1988. 


By an overwhelming majority, the assembly called on the UK government to 
honour obligations to UK passport holders in Hong Kong and to restore their 
right to enter and reside in the United Kingdom. (Hong Kong, now a British 
Crown colony, reverts to Chinese control in 1997.) 


It also called on the government to join other nations in strengthening 
existing sanctions against South Africa 'until there is convincing evidence of 
clear and irreversible change'. 


Proposals to set up a Church Rural and Urban Fund in Scotland - along the 
lines of the Church Urban Fund set up south of the border by the Church of 
England but covering rural as well as urban deprivation - are to come to the 
assembly next year. 


Also to return is a controversial report on racism which describes Britain as 
"a deeply racist society' in which the racist tone is set by the government. 
That report was commended for study throughout the Kirk, even though a 
Significant minority of the assembly was clearly unhappy with its style and 
approach. 


The assembly asked the Roman Catholic Church in Scotland to consider allowing 
its priests on ecumenical occasions to invite baptized communicant members of 
other traditions to receive the eucharist. 


A Roman Catholic representative at the assembly later told journalists that 
Such an ecumenical exception could not be decided on the Scottish level. 


The assembly also decided that in future the Roman Catholic Church in Scotland 
will be treated like the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the [Anglican] 
Church of England by being invited to send a non-voting delegate to the 
assembly, with an automatic right to speak in debate. 


In other Scottish Reformed action last month, the assembly of the small Free 
Presbyterian Church decided not to take legal action to recover FPC buildings 
and other property from the Associated Presbyterian Churches. APC was formed 
last year when 14 of the 40 FPC ministers left to protest the FPC 
excommunication of Lord Mackay of Clashfern, the chief legal officer for 
England and Wales, after he attended a Roman Catholic eucharist in memory of a 
dead colleague. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.49 
CUBA: GOVERNMENT REP SAYS CHURCH-STATE CONFLICT NOT SO ACUTE 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service in New York.] 


The conflict between church and state in Cuba was never as severe as it was in 
Marxist-led countries in eastern Europe, according to the Cuban UN ambassador, 
in a recent meeting with US church representatives. 


Ricardo Alarcon de Quesada agreed that there was widespread discrimination 
against the church by the revolutionary government which came to power in Cuba 
in 1959, but said there was never bloody persecution of religious groups as 
occurred in some other Marxist-led countries. In recent years, he said, his 
government has eliminated much of the discrimination practised in the past 
against the ‘religious sector' by the ‘revolutionary sector’. 


Alarcon de Quesada spoke at their invitation to about 60 people from church 
and other groups at the Church Centre for the United Nations in New York. 


Following the revolution, said Alarcon de Quesada, Roman Catholics, the major 
faith group in pre-revolutionary Cuba, were barred from joining the Communist 
Party, a membership necessary for economic and social mobility. The government 
relaxed restrictions on the practice of religion in 1985. ‘We are abandoning 
the notion that in order to be a militant member of the party you cannot be 
religious', he said. 'Christians have the same rights and potential to be 
militant leaders of the Communist Party as others.' 


Admitting there were many mistakes made, the ambassador said the Cuban 
experience differed in several ways from socialist revolutions in Europe. 
Cuba, he said, was less confrontational towards religion than other 
Marxist-led governments. The ambassador said although there was no bloody 
persecution of the church, many bishops and clergy took advantage of an open 
emigration policy and left Cuba for the United States. Those who remained 
were ‘hesitant to adjust to changes for a long time', he said. ‘We hope they 
have decided to do so now but fear it is not yet the case.' 


Past mistakes are now being '‘'rectified', Alarcon de Quesada _ said. The 
government is more open to religious groups, he said, and President Fidel 
Castro sees the churches taking 'a more active and dynamic participation in 
the revolutionary effort'. 


The ambassador noted that in Latin America, 'we already have a tradition of 
part revolution and part religious heritage'. He observed that when Castro 
was in Brazil recently, he received an enthusiastic reception from ‘thousands 
of religious activists more radicalized in language’ than Castro. 


Cuban communists are 'proud to believe we have contributed to these changes. 
Perhaps the most important and fundamental difference that exists. between our 
experience and the one in Europe is connected to religious concerns, 
expectations and aspirations', he said. Cuba ‘tried to give more importance 
to the moral, to the spiritual aspects than to the material incentives’. 


The ambassador said that in general, government relations with minority 
Christian traditions in Cuba are better than those with Roman Catholicism, 
whose leadership opposed the revolution. Though many Roman Catholics 'fought, 
died and were killed in the revolution’, much of the ‘old colonial mentality’ 
persisted, he observed. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.50 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH TO VISIT USA (by Tracy Early) 


Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, 'first among equals' in the Eastern Orthodox 
hierarchy, is spending next month (2-29 July) in the United States. There he 
will find an Eastern Orthodoxy that has gained a secure foothold, but which 
remains uncertain how church traditions of the East should develop ih the West. 


Orthodoxy was planted on what is now US soil in the late 1700s, when the 
Russian Orthodox Church extended a mission to Alaska (which belonged to Russia 
till Russians sold it to the United States in 1867). But most US Orthodox 
trace their roots to immigration of the late 19th and 20th centuries. 


Dimitrios is scheduled to begin his visit in Washington, including meetings 
with US President George Bush and other civil dignitaries. After 
participating there in the 30th Clergy-Laity Congress of the Greek Archdiocese 
of North and South America, Dimitrios is to make stops in metropolitan New 
York, Pennsylvania, California, metropolitan Chicago, metropolitan Buffalo, 
and metropolitan Boston. 


The Greek Archdiocese is the largest of several Orthodox bodies in the 
Americas and - with small Albanian, Byelorussian, Carpatho-Russian and 
Ukrainian jurisdictions - directly connected to the patriarchate. When the 
patriarchate has felt Turkish pressure in Istanbul, where it is headquarted, 
its US constituency has been able to apply countervailing leverage. But 
relations have now so improved that the Turkish ambassador in Washington is 
hosting a luncheon for Dimitrios. 


The stature Orthodoxy holds in America today owes more to Archbishop Iakovos 
of the Greek Archdiocese than to any other one man. A native of Turkey who 
came to the US in 1939, and was named archbishop in 1959, he has energetically 
developed ties with broad circles of American civic and church leaders. In 
this, he has built on the achievement of his mentor, Athenagoras, who was 
Greek archbishop in New York till he became patriarch in 1948. 


Iakovos is still remembered for joining in the Selma (Alabama) march of 1965, 
a defining moment of the struggle for equal rights for US blacks. And sae 
he has not been involved in such dramatic events since then, he has been 
pre-eminent among Orthodox leaders in disposition and talent for relating to 
the general public. His ability to project the Orthodox voice has been 
undergirded by a Greek-American community with financial and political clout. 


Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, until his recent election as Armenian patriarch 
of Jerusalem, made similar efforts as leader of a US Oriental Orthodox church 
body under the jurisdiction of the worldwide leader of Armenian Oriental 
Orthodox Christians, Catholicos Vasgan I, based in Soviet Armenia. 


Another US Armenian body, under the jurisdiction of the second-ranking 
Armenian hierarch (in Lebanon), along with a few Syrians, Copts and 
Ethiopians, has also helped other Americans gain some awareness of Oriental 
Orthodoxy, the smaller of the two Orthodox church families. 


The first visit of an ecumenical patriarch to this part of the world comes in 
the year Leonid Kishkovsky, a priest of the Orthodox Church in America, has 
become the first Orthodox president of the US National Council of Churches. 
He says ‘American Orthodoxy' has become a reality, but does not yet speak 'in 
a generic American idiom'. [over] 


orthdoxy/2 


OCA, the second-largest US Orthodox jurisdiction, is multi-ethnic, but 
predominantly Russian in background. With its '‘autocephaly'" (ecclesiastical 
independence) granted by the Moscow Patriarchate in 1970 (though not formally 
recognised by the Ecumenical Patriarchate and several other jurisdictions) it 
is trying to learn this idiom. 


Some Americans from non—-Orthodox backgrounds are likewise finding the Orthodox 
idiom an appealing alternative, and a number are now OCA clergy and even 
bishops. 


The Antiochian Archdiocese, part of the Damascus—based Patriarchate of Antioch 
and All the East, opened its arms to receive the Evangelical Orthodox, a group 
from the Campus Crusade for Christ movement who - quite independently as well 
as surprisingly - decided their spiritual diet lacked elements Orthodoxy could 
best supply. 


And Paul Schneirla, an Antiochian priest of Protestant background, heads a 
small group of Antiochian parishes whose roots are in other traditions, and 
whose worship forms are similar to those of Roman Catholics and Anglicans. 


Still, US Orthodoxy oscillates between pressures to Americanize and contrary 
demands to keep members in touch with their predominant ethnic roots. A 
continuing stream of immigrants who find ethnic atmosphere an attraction 
rather than an embarrassment serves to slow acceptance of English liturgies 
and other changes desired by advocates of an Orthodoxy more indigenously 
American. 


Robert Stephanopoulos, dean of the main US Greek cathedral and a veteran 
participant in ecumenical affairs, sees the Orthodox jurisdictions 
'preoccupied chiefly with cultural identity, self-preservation, the language 
and ties to their respective countries of origin’. 


Attempting to draw all jurisdictions together, Iakovos founded a conference of 
US Eastern Orthodox bishops (SCOBA) in 1960, and continues to chair it. But 
SCOBA has yet to make much progress in surmounting the ethnic barriers to 
unity. Kishkovsky, part of an OCA delegation visiting Dimitrios in February, 
expresses some hope he will take unifying actions while in the US. 


But prospects for that are uncertain. The visit is hosted and arranged not by 
SCOBA but by the Greek Archdiocese, and some members of other jurisdictions 
voiced a feeling they would be only guests at an essentially Greek affair. 
John Meyendorff, an OCA priest and dean of the OCA seminary near New York 
City, said the ‘ambiguity’ was whether Dimitrios would act in America as a 
truly ecumenical patriarch or primarily as a Greek. 


Although American Orthodox leaders regret their divisions, and deplore the 
existence of a plurality of Orthodox bishops in the same city as a violation 
of canonical tradition, they find difficulty envisioning a solution, and 
question whether the mother churches even comprehend the problem. So there is 
some hope the visit of Dimitrios will serve in part as an education for him. ~ 


In theology, meanwhile, individuals such as Meyendorff and his predecessor at 
St Vladimir's, Alexander Schmemann, have gained an American hearing for the 
Orthodox approach. But Jeff Gros, the Roman Catholic theologian who directs 
the Faith and Order Commission of the [US] National Council of Churches, says 
the Orthodox still lack sufficient personnel to join fully in the theological 
dialogue other church traditions would welcome. [EPS] | 
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KENYA: ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOP ASKS GOVERNMENT TO NAME NAMES 


Kenyan Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria has asked the government to identify 
Anglicans said to be plotting to destabilise the government. Kuria was 
reacting to a charge last month by Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi that a 
section of Kenyan Anglicanism and two former government ministers are part of 
a group plotting to murder government officials and have the killings blamed 
on the government. 


Speaking at gatherings for worship in recent weeks, Kuria has described Kenyan 
Anglicanism as being under siege, urged that it be allowed to preach the 
gospel without hindrance, and prayed that it no longer be falsely accused. 


He has also noted that the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya has no 
corporate stand in the current debate about how many political parties should 
be legal in Kenya. Since 1982, Kenya has had only one legal political party, 
and recently some Anglican bishops and others have been publicly questioning 
that arrangement [EPS 90.05.31]. Kuria has called for a national convention 
to debate pros and cons of one- and multi-partyism, a call supported by Roman 
Catholic Bishop Peter Kairo (Muranga Diocese). 


Moi has criticized the convention proposal, and several other politicians have 
criticized the comments by the archbishop. Parliamentarian Eliud Mahihu said 
Kuria showed disrespect to Moi by challenging him to substantiate what he said. 


An assistant minister for commerce, Raymond Ndong, said Kuria had insulted the 
president. He urged the government to investigate the activities of some 
Anglican bishops and told Kuria to resign from the leadership of the church. 


An assistant minister for education, Fred Omido, charged that Kuria used 
ungodly means to become archbishop. He said it was not the first time Kuria 
tried to undermine the president. He called the archbishop a lucifer who 
would not enter heaven. 


Defending Kuria, Bishop Annan Njeru of the Kenya Redeemed Church said Mahihu, 
not Kuria, had misunderstood Moi. He accused Mahihu and some other politicians 
for trying to monopolise Moi. He said parliament had failed to debate the 
issue of single-party and multi-party systems freely, and that members of 
parliament were blindly condemning advocates of the multi-party system. 


And 10 Anglican bishops pledged their support for Kuria. They said they know 
of no part of Kenyan Anglicanism collaborating with dissidents against the 
government. They called for a national convention to discuss 'freely and 
openly the Kenya we want’. 


The statement said Anglicanism would never associate itself with subversive 
activities against the government. The bishops added prayer for Moi, the 
government, and peace in the country. 


After reading the statement, Kuria explained that he had not in his recent 
Statement challenged Moi as claimed by some politicians, saying he loves and 
respects the president. 


He also noted that the two Anglican diocesan bishops not present for the 
Statement were away on church business - Alexander Muge (Eldoret Diocese) in 
the United States, and Crispus Nzano (Mombasa Diocese), at a diocesan meeting. 
[EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 90.06.52 
ECUTEXT: Towards a Charter for Children in the Church 


[This text was adopted by the 1990 General Assembly of the United ‘Reformed 
Church in the United Kingdom. (See EPS 90.06.02).] 


Ly Children are equal partners with adults in the life of the church. 

2 The full diet of Christian worship is for children as well as adults. 
5p Learning is for the whole church, adults and children. 

4 Fellowship is for all - each belonging meaningfully to the rest. 


5. Service is for children to give, as well as adults. 
G:. The call to evangelism comes to all God's people of whatever age. 
do The Holy Spirit speaks powerfully through children as well as adults. 


8. The discovery and development of gifts in children and adults is a key 
function of the church. 

9. As a church community we must learn to do only those things in separate 
age-groups which we cannot in all conscience do together. 

10. The concept of the 'Priesthood of all Believers' includes children. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.53 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Statement on the European Situation 


[This is from a text of the presidium and advisory committee of the Geneva- 
based Conference of European Churches, meeting in May in Santa Severa, Italy.] 


... We have witnessed events which have transformed the European scene. These 
changes put in question the rules and attitudes to which we have grown 
accustomed. Democracy has advanced; the freedom of the peoples has grown 
beyond our expectations. The Spirit of God has opened new ways to renew the 
life of the peoples and the life of the churches. On all sides we see bridges 
replacing barriers which for so long have separated us in Europe. 


However, ... conflicting events demand our attention. We note the changes 
announced in Albania ... [and] pray that this might be the opening towards 
religious freedom. ... We pray for the peoples in the Baltic states in their 
striving for self-determination by peaceful and legal means. We also note 
with sorrow the massacres which threaten the existence of the Armenian people 
in some regions of the Soviet Union. We deplore the existence of the barriers 
which continue to divide people in Cyrpus and Northern Ireland. We are also 
deeply concerned with the recent threats to the rights of the Christian 
community in Jerusalem. 


We point to the tensions now prevalent and express our pastoral concern for 
all those involved in the problem of the ‘'Uniate' churches. ... While it is 
our primary task as churches and Christians to proclaim the Gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour, it is in working out that Gospel through our work and witness to 
the world, that we point in our continent to many manifestations of evil - in 
particular, the way that in Europe refugees, asylum seekers, and displaced 
persons are treated; also in new expressions of aggressive nationalism, 
racism, xenophobia and triumphalism. 


We see a major role for the church in Europe - a servant church which will not 
seek to recapture positions of power and which will avoid a domineering role 
in society. Therefore, our role is to present the challenge of Christ both 
individually and collectively to the nations of Europe. ... [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Examples of Racial, Ethnic, and Cultural Oppression 


[This is the section on 'the oppression of citizens and unrecognised citizens 
from ethnically and culturally diverse communities' in the Chantilly 
Declaration, a call by women for ‘action against race, sex, and class 
oppression'., The declaration emerged from an ecumenical consultation on 
"women under racism' sponsored by the World Council of Churches north of Paris 
last month (EPS 90.06.47). 


[Other parts of the declaration deal with economic exploitation, education, 
health, housing, migrants, immigrants and refugees, employment, family 
reunion, exploitation of women, asylum, deportation, free movement within the 
European community, and racism and the media in cultural expression. ] 


--- Discrimination and the Criminal Justice System: We recommend that 
non-nationals in prison receive the same rights as those prisoners who are 


citizens of that country. We demand that these prisoners and those awaiting 
trial be given access to all of the facilities of the legal system in pursuing 
their defence, and to full access to the rehabilitation process. 


We demand that the human rights of imprisoned populations, nationals and 
non-nationals, be respected and call for a cessation of the practice of 
deportation as this leads to the break-up and disintegration of families. We 
recommend that there should be monitoring of any complaint made to the police 
by a racially-oppressed person, as such complaints are often neglected and not 
followed up. 


Criminalisation: Culturally-oppressed people must challenge in every way 
possible their criminalisation and marginalisation by the police and state. 
Churches and society must be involved in opposing this oppression. 


Racial Attacks: Racial attacks, whether symbolic, a gesture, verbal or in 
act should be considered a criminal offence and punishable by law. Such 
offences must be prohibited in both public and private places. 


Awareness and Information: We request that the churches give financial and 
organisational assistance, in the establishment of information and awareness 
resource centres, on these issues. 


This process would help communities in disseminating information about their 
culture, their present situation, their needs and their aspirations. 


Networking: It is important that the community associations of 
culturally-diverse groups share information between themselves and with other 
organizations and individuals. Information is power. 


We strongly urge the World Council of Churches to take these issues to 
governments and political bodies at local, national and international levels. 


Unrecognised citizens: The conference deplores the situation where a 
Non-Italian who emigrates to Italy and is now permanently resident there is 
not granted citizenship completely, irrespective of the length of time that 
that person has been resident in Italy. 


We call upon the World Council of Churches to make serious representations to 
the Italian government, the Vatican and the European Parliament on this issue. 
>. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.55 
ECUTEXT: Racism against Roma, Sinti, and Jenische in Europe 


[This is from the preamble to a set of resolutions on the situation of Roma, 
Sinti, and Jenische (groupings of Gypsies) adopted at an ecumenical conference 
on racial justice in Europe (EPS 90.06.46).] 


... Persecutions culminated in the Nazi period when every form of racial 
oppression was inflicted upon Romani [Gypsy] communities all over Europe. 
This resulted in the deportation and extermination of 500 000 Roma in the 
fascist concentration camps. 


The very fact of the holocaust of Roma during World War II is still unknown to 
the world at large and is not acknowledged by German authorities by means of 
appropriate material, and so making no provision for moral reparations to the 
Roma communities of today. 


Roma, Sinti, and Jenische representatives to the conference have provided the 
Sclyetie ens with accurate information and testimonies on specific cases of 
racial persecution, violence and injustice recently inflicted on Romani 
communities and persons in countries like Romania, Czechoslovakia and so on. 


There is enough evidence that a new wave of anti-Gypsy activity is emerging in 
European countries as the right-wing oriented political movements. and 
attitudes are trying to identify Roma communities and individuals as 
scapegoats for the political shortcomings and national identity crisis 
experienced in these countries in recent years and months. 


Roma persons and families who tried to escape these new forms of persecution 
and discrimination as refugees in Western European countries are confronted 
with the new restrictive regulations and laws of the immigration policy in 
these countries. , 


All these situations are likely to reproduce and to reinforce the marginal 
status of Roma, Sinti, Jenische communities, etc. by allowing mass media 
stereotyping of them as addicts, nomads, deviants, and social outcasts, while 
masking the basic racist and nationalistic attitudes and structures of the 
European culture and societies. 


In spite of the persecutions and oppression suffered during a thousand years 
of migration and a worldwide diaspora, the 12-15 million Romanis living in 
European countries have managed to preserve a coherent way of life and 
culture, which is identified by the Romani language, a tongue related to 
Sanskrit. 


They also retain vivid elements of Hindu religious beliefs, while adapting 
their religious practices to the main churches and confessions of the host 
countries. The diversity of church affiliations among Roma, Sinti, and 
Jenische communities etc. in Europe and the world make them fitted for the 
ecumenical vision promoted by the WCC. 


It is the aim of the Romani International Union and of its affiliated Romani 
associations in various European countries to raise the social status of the 
Romani communities and individuals, to develop a coherent gypsy culture and to 
stimulate Romani gypsy spirituality in which specific traditional patterns of 
thinking have to be harmonized with the intellectual, moral and political 
incentives questioned at present. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: A Critique of Ecumenical Declarations - II (André Birmelé) 


[Birmelé teaches at the University of Strasbourg in France. This is excerpted 
and adapted slightly from material which appeared in Lutheran World 
Information. ] 


...- What can be done about the difficulties in recent ecumenical declarations 
[EPS 90.05.100]? There is no perfect remedy. A glance at the history of 
those who went before us along the way of faith is, however, instructive. 


From the many examples possible, I am selecting the pastoral and social work 
of our churches in the 19th century. Then, the churches were able to react to 
the situation of those deprived of their rights on their doorsteps and see to 
it that action was taken which still has an effect on our church lives today. 


The starting point was a dawning of consciousness as well as an intent 
awareness of the Word and intensive prayer. Churches built hospitals, homes 
for the handicapped, housing for deaconesses and developed aspects of home 
mission. 


The religious aspect of Basel, Curitiba, and Seoul was impressive. All the 
participants bore witness to this. There is therefore no reason to think 
that the commitments adopted will not be supported by an intensive spiritual 
life. 


So it is all the more difficult to understand why this close link is no longer 
expressed in the documents - the basis on which local congregations will have 
to act from now on. If this link is not restored, then these texts will land 
up in the great library of unfulfilled religious aspirations. 


An awareness must emerge from within our congregations, once they are 
confronted with the Gospel, which commits us to get involved for more justice 
and peace, and responsible ecological action - first on a local level, and 
then further afield. That is the first obligation, which is always worth 
tackling anew. 


If the involvement of the Christians in this world is weak, this is the result 
of poverty, both in spirit and in community life. The most beautifully-— 
phrased commitment is nothing more than words if we are not aware of this. 


A second example: In May 1934 committed Christians in Germany became aware of 
the terrible danger of the Nazis. They then pledged themselves to mutual 
commitments in the Theological Declaration of Barmen. 


Reading this text anew can be very instructive. It is not a concoction of 
general commitments and even allows itself to pass over in silence the 
imminent political threats, the very reason for the declaration. 


At various points, the Barmen Declaration refers to the basic essence of the 
gospel. Those who signed the document were committed on this basis. We 
know how resolute those signatories were in their ethical involvement, some of 
Whom later ended up in concentration camps or even suffered death because of 
their faith. 


The Barmen Declaration did not only go down in history; rather it contributed 
decisively to changing its course. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Australia Focus #8 -— Ecumenism #3 (David Gill) 


[This is the eighth in an occasional series on Australia, in advance of the 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches there (in Canberra, the 
federal capital) next February. Gill is general secretary of the Australian 
Council of Churches. This is excerpted from an article in Outlook, an 
Australian ecumenical monthly.] 


... As Australia's churches refocus their ecumenical vision, three things need 
to be kept in mind. First, sensitivity. The things our churches talk about 
on their ecumenical journey are important. Some things they generally do not 
talk about are even more so. For example, they grapple at the cerebral level 
with their different understandings of the eucharist, or of ministry, and that 
is commendable. 


But what makes many a good Catholic wince is not so much defective Protestant 
doctrine about the eucharist as the disrespectful, cavalier treatment of 
unconsumed consecrated bread and wine. Similarly, many Protestants can listen 
with equanimity to what others believe about ordination and priesthood, but 
there's nothing like overhearing a passionate hassle regarding the length of 
someone's cassock or finer points of clerical protocol to make a child of the 
Reformation start measuring the distance to the nearest door. 


It is good that divided Christians become more sensitive to each other's 
thinking. It is even better that they learn sensitivity to each other's 
spirituality, not least so that they may exercise care when close to the 
exposed nerve endings of others. 


Second, the gospel context. The great conviction that unites us is not some 
notion that we are accepted because of the elegance of our liturgies, the 
precision of our doctrines, the rectitude of our ethics or the legitimacy of 
our orders. It is quite simply the belief that in Christ we have glimpsed the 
heart of God laid bare before the ages, the discovery that in Christ we poor 
frail mortals are embraced by limitless compassion, the astonishing fact that 
we, the unacceptable, are accepted. The miracle of divine grace: That's what 
the gospel is about; that's what drives the ecumenical movement and that's 
what must shape the style and ethos of our relationships. 


Too often churches succumb to the ways of the world in their dealings one with 
another. We must, we think, be able to speak from positions of strength, 
making maximalist claims for our own church .... How different things would be 
if Australia's churches were more able to approach one another ... not 
asserting their own virtues but acknowledging their own inadequacies and 
celebrating the all-transcending wonder of God's act in Christ. 


Finally, renewal. ... [We] must beware of any superficial approach to what 
transformation may require of us. Transformation, renewal, aggiornamento - it 
is not the same thing as faddishness, or an invitation to climb aboard every 
band wagon. Don't confuse it with the cult of size or popularity, or the 
quest for church growth. ... Beware, above all, the idea that renewal is 

something we can organize for ourselves. ... | 


Australian churches do like to work on the principle that if only we could get 
ourselves properly organized, if only we could find the right programme, we 
could produce our better-than-ever, switched-on church. But renewal for us, 
as for those confused and demoralized early Christians on the day of 
Pentecost, is about something that comes from beyond ourselves. [EPS] 
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Ecumenical Press Service: Year 57 / Issue 22 
SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.06.22 is the 22nd item 
appearing in June 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can 
then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 
69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): Tuesday, 26 June; and subsequent 
Mondays. EPS appears about 44 times a year. 


A Miracle, A Universe (by Lawrence Weschler, 293 pages, Pantheon, US$22.95) 
is the story of systematic torture in Brazil and Uruguay during the two 
decades before the recent transitions from military dictatorships. Some 
church people, including Presbyterian leader Jaime Wright, were among those 
who helped assemble the information which forms the basis for much of this 
book. 


We Cannot Dream Alone: A Story of Women in Development, edited by Ranjini 
Rebera, is available from WCC Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) for 
14.90 Swiss francs, 9.75 US dollars, or 5.95 UK pounds. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 (amounts in. US dollars): 
appeal (16 May) for 262 000 after a cyclone in India 

appeal (4 May) for 100 000 after fires and disorder in Egypt 

renewed appeal (4 May) for 816 789 for Mozambican refugees in South Africa 
situation report #5 (15 May) on the emergency in Romania 

situation report #1 (4 May) on floods in Kenya 7 

situation report #6 (18 May) on refugees, floods, and drought in Malawi 
situation report #7 (17 May) on drought, war, and famine in Ethiopia 


The World YWCA (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) is looking for a programme 
secretary for communications. 


Two background articles - Human Rights in Hong Kong and Hong Kong: Two 
Countries, One Victim - are available from Hong Kong Christian Institute 
(Flat A, 11/f, 688 Shanghai Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong). Each was written by 
HKCI Director Kwok Nai Wang. 


The new issue (#114, May) of the bi-monthly WCC publication Contact focuses on 
Tobacco and Health: Behind the Smoke Screen. A copy is available. from 
WCC/CMC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The new issue (April) of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review features material 
on the Holy Spirit, focusing on the theme and one of the four sub-themes of 
the WCG Seventh Assembly of next February. A copy is available from WCC 
Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2). 


The Christian Conference of Asia (57 Peking Road, 4/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong) has 
published International Affairs: Theological Guidelines for Christian 
Participation. Also from CCA-IA, the current (October 1989) issue of Asian 
Issues focuses on the Non-Aligned Movement. 


Available from WCC/Education (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is Alive Together: 
A Practical Guide to Ecumenical Learning. 
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EPS 90.06.58 
MANDELA THANKS WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES FOR SUPPORT 


Calling it ‘a great moment for me to be able to appear here to thank you 
directly for the assistance which we so deeply appreciated, and to which we 
look back with fond memories', Deputy President Nelson Mandela of the African 
National Congress addressed a cheering, singing crowd of hundreds of people at 
the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva (8 June). 


Welcoming Mandela, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of 
Churches described the ANC leader as ‘a member of an African royal family who 
happens to love democracy, an African nationalist with a passion for human 
rights, a professional lawyer who became a prisoner and in 27 years earned the 
respect of his jailers'. 


The same day, Mandela spoke to the annual conference of the International 
Labour Organization in Geneva, and met Swiss government officials in Berne. 
The next day, he met with the UN high commissioner for refugees, and with 
representatives of Swiss anti-apartheid groups [EPS 90.06.59]. 


Mandela said that ‘for a black political prisoner from a South African jail to 
visit the headquarters of the World Council of Churches is like the fulfilment 
of a dream'. Recalling that there are times when 'no matter how committed you 
are to the struggle for basic human rights, you doubt whether your cause will 
triumph', he paid tribute to ‘the church in a wider sense' -— people of all 
religions - who minister to prisoners. 


Mandela noted in particular the importance of ecumenically-funded educational 
programmes for prisoners. He also mentioned the ‘inspiration, strength, and 
hope' he drew from a 1986 visit to his prison by Nita Barrow, one of the seven 
WCC presidents and a member of a team of ‘eminent persons’ sent to South 
Africa by the Commonwealth. : 


Also addressing the group was Winnie Mandela. Of her own years of exile and 
imprisonment, she said, 'I knew there was somewhere in the world where I was 
thought of as an individual. We have always known that our Struggle is better 
known here on this platform than anywhere else in the world. ... Each and 
every South African who is harassed by the South African government knows that 
Somewhere in the world he or she has a member of the family in the WCC'. 


ANC International Affairs Director Thabo Mbeki told the audience ANC believes 
the South African government will keep an agreement reached between South 
African President F. W. de Klerk and ANC leaders last month. He described the 
announcement of the lifting of the four-year-old state of emergency in most of 
the country and of the release of political prisoners as 'good things’. 


He said 'some people read this process as signifying an end to apartheid. It 
doesn't.' He called for continued economic sanctions against South Africa. 


He said redefinition of ‘political offences' in South Africa will mean release 
of political prisoners and a return to the country of thousands of exiles, 
Creating needs for housing and educational assistance for which ecumenical 
Support is needed. He described the current struggle in South Africa as ‘not 
just against apartheid but for the democratic transformation' of the country. 


The South African government should be aware, he concluded, ‘that the 
international community will not be satisfied until a democratic South Africa 
is realized. You have to be our friends until victory is achieved.’ [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.59 
SANCTIONS STILL NEEDED, MANDELA SAYS 


Deputy President Nelson Mandela of the African National Congress urged a 
gathering at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva to continue to press for economic 
sanctions against South Africa ‘as long as the main pillars of apartheid are 
still in place’. 


Having spoken to staff members of the World Council of Churches and other 
organizations at the centre the previous day [EPS 90.06.58], Mandela addressed 
several hundred members of Swiss anti-apartheid groups, diplomats, and members 
of the Swiss parliamentary committee on foreign affairs. Between the two 
visits he met with Swiss government leaders in Berne. 


The busy programme in France and Switzerland, the 72-year-old ANC leader told 
supporters here, has already led to reports in South Africa that 'I am very 
ill; I have cancelled almost all of my programmes; and I am now living in a 
secret hideout. Well, you are witnesses, that this may not be correct! My 
visit is a roaring success.' 


Reviewing the process of negotiations between ANC and the South African 
government, Mandela said both sides agree that drafting ‘a new non-racial 
constitution' for the country is not only crucial but urgent. That, he said 
‘is a sign of hope in spite of all the other problems which both the ANC and 
the government face'. 


He emphasized that South African President F. W. de Klerk 'needs the support 
of the white community in South Africa ... because although we are striving to 
build a non-racial society in South Africa, legal power is still wielded by 
whites and whites alone. It is important for him to feel at every move that 
he enjoys the support of at least the majority of the white voters in the 
country.' 


However, he added, the fact that de Klerk has 'brought about these changes and 
declared that he also wants a non-racial constitution does not mean that we 
now have a new South Africa. As far as the basic pillars of apartheid are 
concerned, the situation is the same as it was when I went to prison 27 years 
ago.' 


For that reason, he said, ANC has ‘no alternative but to call upon the 
international community, upon the anti-apartheid movements, upon the 
organizations against racism and many others ... to urge their governments to 
apply sanctions’. 


South African Council of Churches Deputy General Secretary Brigalia Bam, who 
was in Geneva during the visit, noted that 'Mandela and others in prison for 
all these years knew that the WCC was concerned for and caring about them. He 
has said so often that he wanted to come and express his gratitude for that.' 


The Mandela visit was an ‘inspiring and hope-filled occasion' for the World 
Council of Churches, said Barney Pityana, director of the WCC Programme to 
Combat Racism. 


‘South Africa is one of the areas in which the WCC has invested so much for so 
long, and now it looks like that wasn't a fruitless exercise. That is very 
encouraging also for the other justice struggles in which we are involved all 
over the world', Pityana said. [EPS] 
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ASIA: ECUMENICAL ASSEMBLY EXPRESSES DISAPPOINTMENT AT METHODIST VENUE 


[This item is based on material supplied by Stephen Webb of the Christian 
Conference of Asia.] 


The Ninth Assembly of the Christian Conference of Asia, meeting in Manila 
(4-12 June) expressed ‘concern and disappointment' at the decision of the 
World Methodist Council to meet in Singapore next July [EPS 89.10.14]. CCA 
was expelled from Singapore in late 1987 after being accused by the government 
of supporting liberation movements and funding pro-communist organisations. 


The assembly said WMC decided to go ahead with its Singapore meeting ‘despite 
the urging ... that they not do so because of the expulsion of CCA on 
fabricated and false charges'. It urged WMC to re-consider. 


Last September, the WMC Executive Committee reaffirmed a pre-expulsion 
decision to hold the 16th World Methodist Council and Conference in Singapore. 
The committee noted at the time that 'there are at least two ways of 
reconstructing the events' which led to the CCA expulsion, and that Asian 
church leaders are ‘divided both about how to assess the events surrounding 
the closure, and about how to respond to them'. 


In August 1988 [EPS 88.08.81], the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches recommended (51-28, 21 abstentions) that 'churches and their related 
agencies seriously consider abstaining from using Singapore Airlines, and from 
holding ecumenical meetings in Singapore' because of the expulsion. 


Since the expulsion, CCA has had four offices - in Thailand (Chiang Mai), 
Japan (Osaka), Philippines (Manila), and Hong Kong. It has now decided to 
have two offices - in Hong Kong and Bangkok. If the latter proves impossible, 
the second office would be in Japan. 


In other action related to Singapore, the assembly urged the government there 
to withdraw a proposed bill on ‘maintenance of religious harmony’. The 
assembly said the bill would restrict the mission of the church. It urged the 
government to release workers and others in detention. 


The assembly chose Pakistani United Bishop John Victor Samuel as the new CCA 
general secretary, succeeding Park Sang Jung, elected at the CCA Eighth 
Assembly in 1985. Samuel received 93 votes. The other nominee, A. George 
Ninan, CCA associate general secretary, received 75 votes. Four CCA 
presidents were also chosen - Soritua Nababan (Indonesia), Chang Yoon Jae 
(Korea), Yousuf Sarola (Pakistan) and Prakai Nontawase (Thailand). 


Recognising the bi-cultural composition of the church in New Zealand 
(Aotearoa), the assembly accepted the joint CCA membership of the Council of 
Churches in Aotearoa-New Zealand and Te Runanga Whakawhanaunga I Nga Hani 0 
Aotearoa (Maori Council of Churches). 


The assembly accepted a recommendation that CCA and the Federation of Asian 
[Roman Catholic] Bishops Conferences begin discussions about Roman Catholic 
Membership in CCA or in a more inclusive successor body. Currently, Roman 
Catholics belong to three regional ecumenical bodies - in the Pacific, the 
Caribbean, and the Middle East. 


Opening worship at the assembly included the launch of the new CCA hymnal, 
Sound the Bamboo. With 280 hymns, it succeeds the 1963 CCA hymnal. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.06.61 
ASIA: ECUMENICAL ASSEMBLY ACTS ON SEVERAL ISSUES 


[This item is based on material supplied by Stephen Webb of the Christian 
Conference of Asia. ] 


On its final day (12 June), the Ninth Assembly of the Christian Conference of 
Asia, meeting in Manila, debated various recommendations from section meetings 
and pre-assembly forums. 


The section on 'peacemaking ministry' said the church must stand in solidarity 
with people of other faiths and ideologies in efforts to build just and 
peaceful societies. Among issues needing attention in Asia, the section noted 
the environment, tourism, militarism, poverty, religious conflict, and 
mistreatment of women. 


A section report on 'roots of violence and foundations of peace in Asia today' 
mentioned foreign domination, socio-political structures, and religious and 
cultural conflicts. It proposed various CCA activities related to human 
rights, communication, the exploitation of women, and people with disabilities. 


During debate it was noted that the impact of the political changes in the 
Soviet Union and its European allies had yet to be significantly felt in Asia, 
but that it would eventually affect regional peace and security. 


The report from the section on unity included a proposal that CCA declare a 
decade of church unity in Asia, urged inclusion of local, cultural elements in 
worship, and drew attention to problems caused by a growing number of 
sectarian groups in the region. 


Statements from the pre-assembly youth forum drew fierce opposition from 
Indian assembly delegates. They took exception to references to Indian 
expansionism, Indian attempts to dominate south-central Asia, and Indian 
government manipulation of public opinion. 


Indonesian delegates objected to references to East Timor, the former 
Portuguese colony which Indonesia considers part of its territory, but which 
also has an independence movement. 


The pre-assembly ‘people's forum' identified social disintegration as a 
Significant factor in Asia, called for the training of labour organisers, and 
said the salvation of the church in Asia depends on the salvation of Asian 
indigenous peoples. 


The women's forum urged CCA to commit itself to the total eradication of 
"patriarchy' in church and society. In the church, it said, that is reflected 
in barriers to the ordiation of women, sexist language, and the limited 
participation of women in decision-making bodies. and processes. The CCA 
constitutional review committee was asked to consider a requirement that equal 
numbers of men and women be placed on CCA committees and governing bodies. 


Presenting a list of 14 nominees for the CCA General Committee (an additional 
two members are youth), Jocelyn Armstrong expressed embarrassment that it 
included only five women. She said efforts of the nominating committee to 
include more women and youth were frustrated by the intransigence of some 
national delegations. The committee is to name an additional five members, 
with special attention to women and youth. [EPS] 
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ALEXY CHOSEN RUSSIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCH 


Metropolitan Alexy of Leningrad and Novgorod, 61, was elected this month as 
patriarch of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church. He was chosen over two 
other nominees, Metropolitans Filaret of Kiev and Vladimir of Rostov, in a 
secret ballot at a special ROC Local Council called to choose a new church 
leader after the death last May of Patriarch Pimen [EPS 90.05.27]. 


Alexy, an ethnic Estonian, is the first non-Russian to head the patriarchate, 
which includes members in non-Russian parts of the Soviet Union, and in 
several countries around the _ world. In 1962, he became chancellor 
(administrative officer) of the patriarchate, a post he held till 1986. 


Since 1964, he has been a member of the presidium of the Conference of 
European Churches. He has chaired the presidium since 1987. CEC General 
Secretary Jean Fischer offered CEC 'prayers and ... support as you enter this 
new phase of your ministry’ which 'will give wider expression to your gifts of 
wisdom and compassion which you have so ably demonstrated in the service of 
the European churches and the ecumenical movement'. 


Alexy was also among the first group of Russian Orthodox elected to the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches after ROC joined WCC in 
1961. WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro told him the news of his election 
to his 'great ministry' was received at WCC with 'joy and thanksgiving’. 


In his campaign last year for the Soviet Congress of People's Deputies, to 
which “-he was elected, Alexy promised to 'strive to make the Soviet legal 
system more humane'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.63 
PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


Two long-time staff members of the Lutheran World Federation have left or are 
leaving. Friedrich Konig, editor of the German-language edition of Lutheran 
World Information since 1968 retired at the end of May. Gerhard Messner, 
LWF comptroller since 1979, is taking up a position in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Wirtemberg (West Germany) later this year, initially being 
loaned to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thuringia (East Germany) as a 
financial, commercial, and legal adviser. 


Mother Teresa, who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 for her work on 
behalf of the poorest of the poor, has resigned as superior of her religious 
community, the Missionaries of Charity, for health reasons. Cirilo Rigos 
has resigned as general secretary of United Bible Societies, effective in 
November. The UBS Executive Committee voted to replace a system of four 
general officers of equal rank with an arrangement in which the UBS general 
Secretary will also be UBS chief executive officer. 


Gottfried Forck retires at the end of the year as bishop of the eastern 
section of the Evangelical [United] Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. In 
anticipation of a reunion of the two church sections (in the wake of the union 
of East and West Germany), the section synod has decided not to elect a 
Successor, pending election of one bishop for both sections. The current 
bishop of the western section is Martin Kruse. [over] 


peopletalk/2 


Tuleasi Kossi Bene is the new president of the Evangelical [Reformed] Church 
in Togo. He received 54 of the 113 votes; there were 59 abstentions. 


Christoph Klein, a professor of theology, is the new bishop of the 
Evangelical Church of Augsburg Confession, the German-speaking . Lutheran 
denomination in Romania. He succeeds the late Albert Klein (no relation). 


Derek Tidball, a minister in Plymouth (England), is the new president of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain. The new president of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Hong Kong is Lam Tak-Ho, succeeding John Tse. 


The new Anglican archbishop for Papua New Guinea is Bevan Meredith, 
succeeding George Ambo. Meredith continues as bishop of the New Guinea 
Islands. Polish Lutheran Bishop Janusz Narzynski has announced his 
retirement for health reasons after 17 years in office. 


Slovak Lutheran General Bishop Jan Michalko, 77, has retired: after . two 
decades in office. His critics say he was too closely linked with and 
submissive to the former communist government. Defenders say he helped 
protect church life during 'the most difficult [social-political], conditions’. 


Kunchala Rajaratnam, executive secretary of the United Evangelical. Lutheran 
Churches in India, has received an honorary doctoral degree from ‘tthe Senate of 
Serampore College, for contributions to theological education and the life of 
the local congregation. 


The government of India has appointed theologian M.M. Thomas, moderator of 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches from 1968 to.1975, as 
governor of two north-eastern Indian states - Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh. 
Hinduism is the religion of most Indians, but about three quarters of the 
people in Nagaland are Christians. 


Eugene Stockwell, a US Methodist minister who retired last year as director 
of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of 
Churches, is the new president of Isedet, the ecumenical seminary in Buenos 
Aires, succeeding Ricardo Pietrantonio. Stockwell has previously lived and 
worked in Argentina. 


Nita Barrow, one of the seven presidents of the World Council. of Churches, 
is the new governor general (representative of the monarch) in Barbados. Most 
recently, she has been UN ambassador of Barbados. 


Having served on the staffs which organised the European Ecumenical Assembly: 
Peace with Justice in Basel in May 1989, and the World Convocation on Justice, 
Peace, and the Integrity of Creation in Seoul last March, Volkmar Deile is 
the new general secretary of the West German section of Amnesty International. 


Paul Schrotenboer, retired general secretary of the Reformed Ecumenical 
Council, is the new executive secretary of the International Association for 
the Promotion of Christian Higher Education. 


Next January, Jacques Matthey succeeds Georges Morier-Genoud as_ general 
secretary of the mission department of the French-speaking Swiss Reformed 
cantonal churches. 


Kurt Scharf, retired Evangelical (United) bishop. in.West Berlin died in 
March. He was 87. [EPS] 
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RUSSIAN ORTHODOX COUNCIL WARNS AGAINST NATIONALISM, SCHISM 


Besides electing a new patriarch (EPS 90.06.62), the Local Council of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, meeting at Holy Trinity-St Sergius monastery outside 
Moscow this month (7-8 June), issued a message to ROC members around the world. 


It includes a warning against ‘any sign of nationalism' on grounds that it 
‘contradicts the divine law and is against human morality. Nationalism is 
especially inadmissible in church circles.' 


Referring in particular to a revival of an autocephalous (independent) Eastern 
Orthodox body in the Ukraine, the council expresses ‘profound grief' at the 
activity of the 'autocephalist schismatics'. It says ROC ‘unites believers of 
various nationalities [and] blesses the movement for national and cultural 
revival, but rejects chauvinism, separatism, nationalistic enmity’. 


The council says the re-emergence of the independent Ukrainian Orthodox is an 
‘open, outrage upon the church canons' and a 'flagrant violation of church 
order. ... Grieving about the stray brethren’, it ‘is imploring them to 
repent, to think about the salvation of their souls, and the souls of those 
whom they involved in this schism.' 


Recently, ROC granted considerable independence to its dioceses in the 
Ukraine. However, a Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church has re-emerged, 
and attracted some former ROC members, including at least one bishop. UAOC 
has.elected as its leader Metropolitan Mystyslav Skrupnyk, the 92-year-old 
head of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. 


Also re-emerging in the Ukraine, and attracting people who had been at least 
nominal ROC members, is the Ukrainian Catholic Church, a Roman Catholic body 
with worship forms and social customs much like those of Orthodox. The 
council recognises the legal right of Ukrainian Catholics to exist, but also 
"denounces violence with regard to the Orthodox clergy and laity, the seizure 
of churches where Orthodox pray' and 'the persecution of the Orthodox church'. 


In an ‘appeal to our brothers abroad', the council denounces plans by the 
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, a US-based body which has long 
rejected the Russian Orthodox Church leadership as tools of the communist 
authorities, to establish parishes and a hierarchy in the Soviet Union. The 
council describes the ROCOR plan as ‘against God', and says ‘the sin of schism 
in the one Body of Christ cannot be whitewashed even by the blood of the 
martyrs’. 


Reflecting on the state of ROC parish life, the council says ‘difficult outer 
circumstances' have weakened their ‘communal life'. It notes in particular 
"alienation among believers', and 'the lack of skills in common participation 
in the life beyond the worshipping practice'. It also urges a revival of 
religious education and charitable activity. 


With thousands of ROC parishes re-opened in recent years, it says, the problem 
of church buildings is 'very acute'. Many are ‘ruined or close to destruction’. 


Referring to church people now active in public life -— for example, clergy and 
Other church members now belong to many Soviet legislatures - it says they 
‘are primarily considered as representatives of the church, and ... their 
voice must be the voice of wisdom and reason, of conscience and 
reconciliation’. [EPS] 
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BISHOP OFFERS SPIRITUAL COUNSELLING TO CHURCH PEOPLE WHO WERE SECURITY AGENTS 
Johannes Hempel, the Lutheran bishop of Saxony in East Germany (DDR) has 
offered spiritual counselling to church members who cooperated with the now 
discredited and disbanded DDR state security service (Stasi). Hempel says 
many people, for various reasons, cooperated with the Stasi, but few people 
have admitted that. He says this represents ‘spiritual damage' no less 
serious than cooperating with the Stasi in the first place. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.66 

FIRST JOINT GERMAN KIRCHENTAG IN THREE DECADES SET FOR 1993 

For the past three decades, it has not been possible to hold ‘Kirchentagen — 
the church festivals which attract tens of thousands of participants — for 
both parts of Germany. But now, with the Berlin Wall down and German 
unification looming, officials have set a united German Kirchentag for 1993. 
The next Kirchentag, in 1991, is to be a West German event, but with as much 
East German collaboration and involvement as possible. [EPS] 


EPS sipucin 

CANADA: BISHOP RE-ELECTED, ANNOUNCES HE WILL NOT RUN AGAIN 

Robert Jacobson, bishop of the Canadian Lutheran Synod of alberta anid the 
North, overcame angry opposition from about a third of the delegates at a 
synod meeting last month, and was re-elected to another four-year term. 
Thereupon, he announced that would be his final term. His opponents fault his 
leadership style as '‘autocratic' and object to what they see as his affinities 
with Roman Catholic and Anglican models of episcopal and liturgical’ leadership. 
Some object to his travels around the geographically large synod; he cites a 
need for a bishop to spend time with pastors in isolated posts. ‘The meeting 
also approved various mechanisms to avoid controversy in ghee eee with the 
bishop and his work during the next four years. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06. 68: 
BISHOPS PROPOSED FOR AUSTRALIAN LUTHERANS 
AS part of a proposed re-structuring of the Lutheran Church of Kuatraxsny tts 
national and district leaders would be called 'bishops'» instead of 
"presidents'. Their job descriptions would be rewritten to emphasise their 
pastoral rather than their administrative roles. The proposals are to be 
considered at the LCA national meeting in Canberra 6-12 July. — 


EPS 90.06.69 
JURY AWARDS NEARLY A QUARTER MILLION US DOLLARS FOR 'CLERGY MALPRACTICE' 
A US jury has awarded a woman more than US$ 246 000 in a ‘clergy malpractice’ 
suit. She said she suffered major psychological damage when a Lutheran pastor 
forced her into a sexual relationship during counselling when she was 15. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.06.70 

USA-PHILIPPINES: LUTHERAN DISPUTE CONTINUES 

After visiting the Lutheran Church in the Philippines, President Ralph Bohlmann 
of the US-based Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod says the LCMS-LCP relationship 
can be ‘salvaged and restored’ over time. He says ‘deep internal’ [LCP] 
problems' are at the root of the dispute, and that. the action of the LCP board 
cutting LCMS ties does not represent the thinking of most LCP members. Citing 
a 'subjugating and dominating' LCMS influence, the board severed LCP=: LCMS 
ties last March [EPS 90.05.33]. In Geneva, General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett 
of the Lutheran World Federation says the LCMS-LCP ‘conflict has many of ‘the 
classical features of domination by one church over: another, which belong: to @a 
mission tradition which should now be history'. At LCP request, LWF has given 
it ‘moral and financial support'. LCP belongs to LWF; LCMS does not. [EPS] 
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GERMANY: PASTOR LOSES JOB BECAUSE SPOUSE IS JEWISH 
Lutheran World Information reports (7 June) that a Lutheran pastor in the 
Baden regional church in West Germany lost his job because his wife is a Jew. 
The church body requires that the spouse of a pastor be a Christian. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.72 
USSR: NEARLY 3000 CHRISTIANS REPORTED PENALIZED IN 1958-88 
The Soviet weekly Moscow News reports that in the 1958-88 period, nearly 3000 
Christians were sent to prison work camps or psychiatric institutions.-. Most 
were Baptists (2000) or Pentecostals (500). [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.73 
USA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL FAULTS 'INVASION' OF AMERICAS 
Meeting in Pittsburgh last month, the Governing Board of the [US] National 
Council of Churches condemned the '‘'invasion' of the Americas begun by the 
arrival in the Caribbean of Italian explorer Christopher Columbus and his 
party in 1492. The board said that as a result, church-supported racism, the 
enslavement of the native inhabitants, and moral decadence were introduced 
into the hemisphere. The board defeated a less-harsh alternative resolution 
on the 500th anniversary. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.74 

INVITATION TO BISHOP WITHDRAWN OVER STANCE ON HOMOSEXUALITY 

In the United States last month, Kenyan Anglican Bishop Alexander Muge 
expressed ‘total surprise' and 'shock' after an invitation to preach at an 
Anglican parish in the San Francisco area was withdrawn. He was disinvited 
after he told the parish rector that among other things he planned to preach 
that the US church is in trouble because 'homosexuals and lesbians have taken 
over’ its leadership. [EPS] 


_ EPS 90.06.75 

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS CUT BACK ON JOINT WORK 

Meeting in New Orleans (12-14 June), the Southern Baptist Convention voted to 
cut by 85 percent its funding for the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, which groups several US Baptist denominations. It decided instead 
that most of the approximately 400 000 US dollars it allocates for lobbying 
and advocacy work in Washington will be spent by an SBC commission. SBC 
leaders have criticized the committee stance on such issues as abortion and 
State-sanctioned prayer in state-run schools. In keeping with a trend begun 
in 1979, the convention chose a 'fundamentalist' pastor, Morris Chapman, as 
SBC president. He defeated a 'moderate' pastor, Daniel Vestal. Both sides in 
the long-running SBC political-theological conflict also describe themselves 
as 'conservative'. With about 15 million members, SBC is the largest Baptist 
denomination in the world. [EPS] 


EPS 90.06.76 

MEDIA BARON TED TURNER APOLOGIZES FOR INSULTING CHRISTIANITY 

Ted Turner, whose US-based media empire includes international Cable News 
Network, ate a symbolic plate of crow at a rural Baptist congregation in 
Woodstock in the US state of Georgia (13 June). He apologized ‘from the 
bottom of my heart' for calling Christianity a 'religion for losers'. In the 
Past decade, he said, he has insulted ‘almost every group there is', and 
apologized to many. To a negative response from his audience, he said he 
belonged in hell for his insults. He said his previous blasts at Christianity 
Were a result of frustration and anger. He said he would ‘love to believe 
again'. Recalling 'the thief on the cross', he said he expects to ask for a 
member of the clergy ‘on my deathbed'. [EPS] 
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Rebuilding our Ecclesiology (John Stapert) 


EPS 90.06.77 


[This text appeared in the April issue of The Church Herald, magazine of the 


Reformed Church in America. 


A congregation in western Michigan 
recently asked its minister to seek 
employment elsewhere. Once that re- 
quest was made, there was no doubt 
the pastor would leave. In the Re- 
formed Church in America today, con- 
gregations can fire their ministers. 

It was not always so. When I was 
five years old, the consistory of my 
church met secretly while the pastor 
was vacationing. When he returned, 
the consistory asked him to seek a call 
elsewhere. But back then our pastor, 
while personally hurt by the request, 
knew he could not be removed from 
our church in that way. 

Only moral turpitude or doctrinal 
heresy could remove him. Otherwise, 
the classis would stand by the pastor, 
and his position was secure. “The call 
is for life,” ministers used to say, and 
they meant it both in terms of their 
lifelong devotion to professional minis- 
try and in terms of job security. 

Since then, some forty years later, 
congregations have begun to take their 
ministers’ annual performance reviews 
as occasions for asking them to leave. 
The request invariably succeeds. Un- 
satisfactory performance can erase ‘‘for 
life” from the call. As far as | know, 
no classis has in the last decade voted 
to continue a pastorate when the local 
church requested its dissolution. 

Performance reviews, however, are 
not the culprit; they're merely the 
occasion. The causes are deeper, and 
they consist of fundamental changes 
in North American religious life. The 
changes are affecting church-pastor re- 
lationships, and they will also surely 
affect our life as a denomination. In 
fact, if the RCA as an institution ex- 
pects to survive, it must make sweep- 
ing revisions to its rules and major 
changes in its structures. 

Increasingly, the experience of God 
in North America is an individual ex- 
perience. Each local church, therefore, 
has gradually become an aggregate of 
individuals whose experiences of God 
are similar and whose expectations of 
the church coincide. Much of the old 


corporate concept of the church is miss- ' 


ing from our young congregations, and 
it’s fading from our established ones. 


The individualism of our North 
American faith has now proceeded so 
far that many of the _ institutional 
church’s rules are no longer effective. 
They may have fit previous genera- 
tions, but they don't fit now. 

The Book of Church Order's as- 


‘sumption concerning lifetime calls, to 


be broken only when the next lifetime 
call drew the pastor away, is only one 
example of our outdated ecclesiology 
(doctrine of the church). Another is the 
declaration that any RCA church with- 
out a senior pastor is vacant and there- 
fore that it needs a supervising minis- 
ter from some neighboring congrega- 
tion. Sometimes this means that a solo 
pastor of a small church, having been 
appointed supervisor, splits his or her 
time with a nearby, supposedly vacant, 
large church whose ordained associate 
pastors continue to work there full- 
time. How ridiculous! 

Looking at the RCA as a denomina- 
tion, one also discerns rules that are 
counter-productive for today’s church. 
The general synod’s parliamentary pro- 
cedures suppress individual and local 
expression, running directly contrary 
to the prevailing trend in Christian 
experience. The RCA is a system built 
from the top down, and its general syn- 
od has ceased to function effectively as 
the senior assembly in the church. 

For example, the introduction of 
new business is severely restricted, 
meaning that few delegates manage 
successfully to place their concerns on 
synod’s agenda. This frustrates dele- 
gates, and it suggests that the institu- 
tional church cares little for their aspi- 
rations. Overtures (proposals, requests) 
to the synod from classes and from 
particular synods—the denomination’s 
local and regional assemblies—are not 
assured of presentation at the synod’s 
business sessions, creating the impres- 
sion that the synod is reluctant to hear 
local concerns. In contrast, agency rec- 
ommendations (from the denomina- 
tion’s ongoing, staffed enterprises) not 
only have a right to be heard on the 
floor; the parliamentary rules make it 
much easier to approve them than to 
defeat them. 

There's no malevolent intent in 


Stapert is its editor and publisher.] 


these rules, at least not beyond the n 
mal administrative desires for peace’ 
smooth meetings. Yet, the result i 
general synod that makes it nearly | 
possible for the concerns of the de 
gates and the interests of the wi 
church to have a direct impact on bt 
ness. This structure tends to yield de 
gates who are informed, not engag 
committees that are advised, not a¢ 
sory; assemblies that are satisfied, 1 
excited. ; 

One result is that most RCA me 
bers care little or: not at all abe 
what the synod does. As evidence: T 
Church Herald used to sell numerc¢ 
extra copies of its general synod 
port issue each summer. RCA me 
bers were interested in knowing wl 
the general synod did. Now, we fi 
no demand for extra copies, and f 
advertisers can be enticed to’ reser 
space in that issue (they know it’s 1 
well-read). 4 

It's time for a complete revision 
the church's conception of itself. TI 
must begin with a recognition that, li 
it or not, the North American expe 
ence of God is first individual and or 
secondarily corporate. With this 1 
ognition, we need to rebuild our ece 
siology from the ground up. 

For the local church, this mea 
pastoral employment on the basis 
contracts with specific lengths a 
with severance terms built in. It mea 
that decision-making by consensus W 
gradually displace decision-making 
vote. If it hasn't already vanished, ¢ 
cision-making by ministerial fiat w 
quickly disappear. 

For the denomination, rebuildi 
our ecclesiology may as well start wi 
the general synod. Agency and instil 
tional recommendations must. becor 
more vulnerable to delegates’ ch 
lenges, and new, wide paths for t 
introduction of new business must | 
created: Surely, any overture that on 
inates with a classis or regional syn 
should have the privilege of the floc 
and such a privilege should probab 
apply to overtures from local. consist 
ries, too. That's not all, but it would | 


a Start. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Lutheran Ecumenical Task (Gottfried Brakemeier) 


[Brakemeier, presiding pastor of the Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession 
in Brazil, is president of the Lutheran World Federation. This is excerpted 
from the provisional English translation of his address in German to the 
meeting in Geneva (18-27 June) of the LWF Executive Committee. ] 


-.. rhe very nature of Christian communion is to be inclusive. It should be 
comprehensive, multifarious, open to others. We should not try to overcome 
the diversity of traditions and expressions of faith, but only the conflictual 
element in them. To do this, we need to constantly bear in mind our common 
foundations. It is all probably a matter of truth, although not only that. 
It is also a matter of love, of credibility and the power of witness, the 
effectiveness of service, a sign of newness in the midst of a torn world. 


Let me list three aspects that are important to me: 


(a) In our ecumenical endeavour what we have in common needs to be emphasized 
over against that which separates us. Our basis is decisive for the 
result. It makes a difference whether the interlocutor is seen from the 
beginning as a brother or sister rather than an opponent who needs to be 
vanquished with all possible means. 


(b) The unity of the church requires doctrinal consensus even though it may 
differ in some aspects. For this reason, the ecumenical movement needs to 
continue to work theologically because otherwise church communion will remain 
superficial and fictitious. 


Nevertheless, the search for doctrinal consensus must not happen in isolation. 
The church's unity will be built not only on an agreement in teaching, it will 
at the same time grow from a common missionary and diaconical task. 


The churches need to come to an agreement on. their vocation. We must reject 
the kind of ahistorical ecumenicity that believes it can skip over the past 
because of a common ecclesial front and commitment to the kingdom of God; we 
must also reject a non-contextual ecumenism that ignores the challenges of 
today's world and the churches' practices. The ecumenical movement needs the 
contextual framework in order to show the relevance and consensus in 
confession and teaching for its authenticity and depth. 


(c) After a period of ecumenical enthusiasm, there looms today a kind of 
ecumenical depression. Neither one nor the other is good. Instead, we 
Should obey a spirit of sobriety. This will joyfully register progress on 
the congregational level and in theological dialogues. The sterile polemics 
of times past have made room for more unity. In terms of theology and the 
awareness of practical necessities, there has been quite some rapprochement. 


What is deficient are the institutional consequences. We need to pay 
increasing attention to the reception process. Has not the moment come to 
risk more cooperation in spite of many open differences? For unity to grow 
common experiences are needed. 


They include firstly common prayer and common service to the human being. 
Unity also grows out of experiences in partnership. This needs to be given 
institutional room and hence should be promoted by the church leaderships. 
Communion should not be found only at the end of the ecumenical path but, with 
all necessary provisos, at the beginning and in the middle. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Church in State and Society (Gottfried Brakemeier) 


[Brakemeier, presiding pastor of the Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession 
in Brazil, is president of the Lutheran World Federation. This is excerpted 
from the provisional English translation of his address in German to the 
meeting in Geneva (18-27 June) of the LWF Executive Committee. ] 


God's demands in ... state and society are of an ethical nature and have 
nothing to do with party politics or ideology. They concern Christians. and 
non-Christians alike and have to do with the good that in some ways is proper 
to all human beings. ... Humanity is under an ethical imperative’ and the 
church has the task to remind us of this. 


This task is eminently 'political'. Even though the church as an institution 
must eschew affiliations based on party politics, social and _ ethical 
responsibility is not possible without political efforts. Social ethics by 
its very nature is 'political' and for this reason the demand that the church 
be unpolitical is synonymous with abandoning its social-ethical responsibility. 


The freedom of the church vis-a-vis ideologies and party programmes will be 
shown by its ability ... to insist on the same ethical demands - for example, 
to use the same evaluative norms for 'real' capitalism and ‘real' socialism. 


Social responsibility needs to be implemented in concrete terms, that is to 
say, not merely in terms of a doctrine for others. It requires active 
advocacy when confronted with human rights violations, injustice. and 
violence. We need initiatives that bring opponents into dialogue, that create 
a critical awareness and that initiate learning processes through development 
projects in the area of health care, education and agriculture... Diakonia 
covers an unlimited area and takes innumerable forms. 


Obviously it is inadmissible to relate the church's service to the claim to 
save humanity and eradicate suffering. The possibilities are limited. The 
church does not want to take God's place and does not either wish to deprive 
the state of its function. It simply wants to 'save life’ ... through 
appeals, accusation, and example. It is moved by the cry of God's people and 
attempts to create a place for mercy and justice in this world. 


It does so with the aim of contributing to the increase of God's glory on this 
earth .... Life needs to be preserved. But without the praise of God and 
without thankfulness there is no way of speaking of health in the truest 
sense. Diakonia is the attempt, through settling of conflicts and a show of 
solidarity, to bring about those changes that make the praise of God easier 
for human beings. 


From such a perspective, diakonia according to the gospel is nothing but 
‘applied justification from grace'. God's action in Christ becomes the motive 
and the norm for the Christian mandate. As Christ calls sinners and makes 
communion possible beyond traditional boundaries, so the church is called to 
act through its proclamation and_e service. Its ministry is one of 
reconciliation) ... or: of “resolution of conflict’. 


This is hard work which cannot be done by mere entreaties and emotional 
appeals. ... In our society, conflicts are either suppressed, settled by 
violent means or accepted too readily as a matter of course. They will be 
justified, misused, provoked. As I have already said, conflicts are sometimes 
unavoidable, but the Christian community cannot simply accept them..... [EPS] 


Fee ee il 
JMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


00, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Phone: (41-22) 7916156 Fax: (41-22) 7981346 Telex: 415730 OIK CH _ Editor: Tom Dorris 


(57/23) 
BIBLIOTHEQUE (26/06) 
du Consell Oecuménique des Eo 
150, route de Fernev 
1211 GENFVE ? 


FOR THE PERIOD 01-07 JULY 1990 


PNG-Solomons: ecumenical appeal in Bougainville blockade, secession 90.07.01 


Presbyterians: new USA faith statement, Northern Irish concerns .02 
Norway: bishop fined for libelling priest 03 
Armenians in Azerbaijan said to face annihilation 04 
Ecumenical meetings take up a variety of issues 05 
Lutherans back east Europe, Salvador texts; shelve one on Palestine 06 
Ecumenical appeal on migrant workers in Japan 07 
Ecumenical delegation investigating Chernobyl effects -08 
swiss Old Catholics: ‘faith of the church' allows women to be priests 09 
[Irish Anglicans ordain first female priests cag 
Ecumenical team visits US ‘historic black churches' -1l 
Nepal announces amnesty for all religious prisoners ee 
Switzerland: 'brothers' becomes ‘all' in church appeal PES) 
Brazil: meeting of bishops with Ratzinger questioned 14 
Yorway: church council says Zionism not racism, warns on settlements LS 
Yorway: king speaks on church 16 
2all for a Europe-wide meeting of Leuenberg Concord churches ok 
Svangelical bodies in two Germanys set up reunion commission oh8 
serbian Orthodox bishops concerned about Serbian minorities 19 
INC rep: South Africa should not totally separate religion and state “20 
sameroon: church leader urges multi-partyism yuk 
Yew Zealand: new group promoting unity 22 
JSA-El Salvador: disagreements about coffee boycott . Av AS 
irgentina: call for church unity 24 
south Africa: after 27 years, Naude addresses NGCK group By As 
‘inland: ecumenical theology faculty proposed -26 
lordic theologians meet on pollution in Lappland apAe 
‘inland: ecoparishes formed “285 
‘inland: church help for those in debt .29 
"inland: pastoral care emphasized in diaconal work 30 
last Germany: decline reported in church activity fehl 
land: RC bishops call for obligatory religion in schools .32 
witzerland: dispute over RC bishop prompts ecumenical reaction 33 
;CUTEXT : Hong Kong Mission Manifesto .34 


al Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
hose of the WCC or the partners. 


eed 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 57 / Issue 23 
SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.08.87 is the 87th item 
appearing in August 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 
Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 
275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): July - 2 & 9 (Mondays) and 18 & 
25 (Wednesdays); August - 1, 8, 22 (Wednesdays); September - 3, 17, 24 
(Mondays). EPS appears about 44 times a year. 


Excerpts from the material produced by some recent WCC consultations (EPS 
90.07.05) are projected for EPS publication later this month. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 (amounts in US dollars): 
appeal (16 May) for 262 000 after a cyclone in India 

appeal (4 May) for 100 000 after fires and disorder in Egypt 

renewed appeal (4 May) for 816 789 for Mozambican refugees in South Africa 
situation report #5 (15 May) on the emergency in Romania 

situation report #1 (4 May) on floods in Kenya 

situation report #6 (18 May) on refugees, floods, and drought in Malawi 
situation report #7 (17 May) on drought, war, and famine in Ethiopia 


The World YWCA (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) is looking for a programme 
secretary for communications. 


Two background articles - Human Rights in Hong Kong and Hong Kong: tIwo 
Countries, One Victim - are available from Hong Kong Christian Institute 
(Flat A, 11/f, 688 Shanghai Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong). Each was written by 
HKCI Director Kwok Nai Wang. 


The new issue (#114, May) of the bi-monthly WCC publication Contact focuses on 
Tobacco and Health: Behind the Smoke Screen. A copy is available from 
WCC/CMC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The new issue (April) of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review features material 
on the Holy Spirit, focusing on the theme and one of the four sub-themes of 
the WCC Seventh Assembly of next February. A copy is available from WCC 
Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2). ; 


The Christian Conference of Asia (57 Peking Road, 4/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong) has 
published Imtermational Affairs: Theological Guidelines for Christian 
Participation. Also from CCA-IA, the current (October 1989) issue of Asian 
Issues focuses on the Non-Aligned Movement. 


Available from WCC/Education (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is Alive Together: 
A Practical Guide to Ecumenical Learning. 
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PNG-SOLOMONS: ECUMENICAL APPEAL IN BOUGAINVILLE BLOCKADE, SECESSION 


Responding to an appeal from United Bishop-Elect John Zale, the Solomon 
Islands Christian Association is calling for help to meet ‘the urgent 
humanitarian needs of the people of Bougainville’. 


Bougainville is an island which is part of the South Pacific nation of Papua 
New Guinea. The bulk of PNG is formed by the eastern half of the island of 
New Guinea. Parts of the nation of the Solomon Islands are immediately 
adjacent to Bougainville. In mid-May, an interim government for an 
independent Republic of Bougainville was declared. 


In his letter to fellow United Bishop Leslie Boseto, who chairs SICA, Zale 
says the PNG government has 'cut off communications from the rest of the 
world' so as to ‘carry out their inhuman, unchristian treatment'. Because of 
the cut-off, he notes, he cannot contact other PNG United bishops. 


Zale says that after a ceasefire between PNG soldiers and the Bougainville 
Revolutionary Army, all PNG security forces, including police, were removed 
from the island 'in order to create disorder among the people'. In addition, 
government services such as post offices were closed, payments to doctors, 
teachers, and other government officials stopped, and the island blockaded. 


He says this was done in part because he and Roman Catholic Bishop Gregory 
Singkai spoke to journalists about ‘the harassment, immoral and criminal 
activities which the security forces have done to the people of Bougainville. 
-.. We are just treated like animals by the PNG government.' 


The bishop says ‘people are dying because of not enough medicine in the 
hospitals, the children are sitting back in their learning because teachers 
don't want to teach without being paid. All the people of Bougainville are 
suffering because they cannot sell their cash crop, their coca and copra, 
because there is no money.' 


Zale says the independent Bougainville government - ‘of the people, for the 
people' - includes leading church representatives, people from the former PNG 
provincial government for the area, and civilian village leaders. He says 
independence is backed not only by BRA members, but also by 'the vast majority 
of the people of Bougainville because of the great damages caused by the PNG 
security forces' during the ‘all-out war declared by the PNG government'. 


He notes that PNG gets half its national income - about 500 million PNG kina - 
from mining and agriculture on the island, thus explaining PNG determination 
to keep it as part of PNG territory. Much of the mining operation is under 
the auspices of a foreign concern (BCL). 


In its appeal, SICA urges that ‘traditional relationships and interdependency' 
of Bougainville and neighbouring parts of the Solomons be recognised. (The 
PNG and SI governments have signed an agreement making it illegal for people 
from Bougainville to cross to the Solomons.) 


It also calls for a ‘round-table meeting of all concerned to look into the 
Seriousness of the suffering, struggle, and deaths that have occurred in 
Bougainville', and suggests that the ecumenical council for Papua New Guinea 
(the Melanesian Council of Churches) consider mediating in the situation. 
[EPS] 
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PRESBYTERIANS: NEW USA FAITH STATEMENT, NORTHERN IRISH CONCERNS 


The Presbyterian Church USA and the Presbyterian Church in Ireland held their 
respective annual General Assemblies recently. 


In a 499-25 vote, the PCUSA assembly endorsed a proposed new statement of 
faith. Before it is finally adopted, it must be approved by at least two 
thirds of the 177 PCUSA presbyteries, and by the assembly next year. 


The text reaffirms traditional beliefs such as the deity and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. It also speaks of racial and sexual equality, and environmental 
concerns. It uses some female imagery for God, for example, by describing God 
as 'like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child’. 


The assembly recommended, 422-107, that 22 PCUSA-recognised interest groups 
have that status ended. That means they would lose the right to rent exhibit 
space and distribute materials at PCUSA meetings. Before that change can take 
effect, a majority of the presbyteries and the assembly next year have to okay 
it. Among those affected would be Presbyterians Pro-Life, Presbyterians for 
Gay/Lesbian Concerns, and a group often critical of the PCUSA leadership and 
bureaucracy. 


In other action, the assembly described material distributed last year at a 
PCUSA youth assembly by PGLC as ‘offensive to the church'. The vote was 
476-33. The assembly postponed till next year proposed resolutions on 
abortion and homosexuality. One calls on PCUSA agencies to withdraw from the 
Religious Coalition on Abortion Rights. Another opposes abortions if the 
foetus could survive outside the womb. Another relaxes restrictions on the 
ordination of homosexuals. 


Approving a major report on protecting the environment, the assembly voted to 
set up a programme to educate the public and lobby the government on matters 
such as water quality and global warming. 


In Ireland, the PCI assembly passed several resolutions giving advice about 
the on-going communal strife in Northern Ireland, the part of the island that 
is a province of the United Kingdom, and in which most PCI members live. 
(About a third of the people in the province are Roman Catholics, whereas 
Roman Catholics account for almost all the population of the republic.) 


The assembly reaffirmed its view that the Anglo-Irish agreement, which gives 
the Republic of Ireland some say in Northern Irish affairs, is a ‘serious 
obstacle' to dialogue aimed at overcoming the _ strife. It expressed 
'wholehearted appreciation for the protection afforded the whole community by 
the forces of law and order' in both parts of the island. Urging that 
‘alleged cases of unprofessional behaviour' be investigated and the guilty 
brought to justice, it voiced ‘serious concern over malicious allegations made 
unjustifiably against these forces as a whole, without whose protection and 
help the whole community would sink into anarchy and despair’. 


The assembly called on the UK and Irish governments to increase their 
development aid to 0.70 percent of the respective national incomes. 


It received a report from the PCI Doctrine Committee on Presbyterian-Roman 
Catholic ‘agreements and disagreements', and voted to send copies of it to 
various Irish Roman Catholic theologians for comment. [EPS] 
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NORWAY: BISHOP FINED FOR LIBELLING PRIEST 


Lutheran Bishop Fredrik Grénningseter (Diocese of Sér-H&logaland) has been 
fined 10 000 Norwegian kroner after losing a libel action filed against him by 
Olof Dahl, a priest and regional dean in his diocese. 


Dahl sought election to the Storting (Norwegian parliament) as a candidate of 
the Stopp Innvandringen (Stop Immigration) group. The bishop said that in 
doing so Dahl was ‘disloyal to the church' and 'led astray'. The bishop said 
his comments reflected positions taken by the NK bishops and General Synod. 


But the court majority decided NK bodies cannot bind clergy or other church 
members in matters of political or socio-ethical character. It also ruled 
that in seeking office, the priest was acting as a private person. 


Grénningseter has appealed the judgment. He says - and several other NK 
bishops have agreed with him — that the decision makes it more difficult for 
him to exercise his episcopal office. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.04 
ARMENIANS IN AZERBAIJAN SAID TO FACE ANNIHILATION 


Speaking at a news conference in Geneva last month (6 June) Zori Balayan, a 
member of the USSR Supreme Soviet (national legislature) from Nagorny- 
Karabagh (the predominantly Armenian and Christian part of the predominantly 
Muslim Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan), said Karabagh Armenians face total 
annihilation. 


Calls for reunification of Karabagh with Soviet Armenia have figured in 
inter-community violence, killing, and the relocation of hundreds of thousands 
of refugees in the past few years. Balayan charged that while promising to 
Study the question of the return of Karabagh to Soviet Armenia, the central 
authorities have used ‘delaying tactics' in the past two years, and have thus 
created conditions that ‘encourage the rise of repression'. He said attacks 
and blockades by Azeris in recent months mean Karabagh Armenians face 
widespread famine, and fear 'physical elimination’. 


As far as Soviet Armenia itself is concerned, Balayan characterized the 
Situation there as explosive. Zones destroyed in the December 1988 earthquake 
have still not been rebuilt, and most victims are still homeless, he said. 


He recalled that more than a third of the population participated in a 
peaceful demonstration in the capital Yerevan in 1987 that called for greater 
democratisation and reunification with Karabagh, and protested against 
corruption and environmental pollution. In a first round of regional 
Parliamentary elections last May, communists were defeated by Armenian 
Nationalists, whom official Soviet communiqués eventually described as 
"extremists' and ‘terrorists’. 


Balayan says the arrival on Sunday 27 May of Soviet troops in Yerevan, 
coinciding with an as-yet unexplained shooting in the main railway station 
there, and the subsequent killing by the soldiers of 24 civilians, constitutes 
Clear provocation by the Soviet authorities to justify imposing tighter 
control over the potentially secessionist republic. Referring to Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, he says ‘everything is in his hands, but he's 
incapable of doing anything about it'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.05 
ECUMENICAL MEETINGS TAKE UP A VARIETY OF ISSUES 


A series of recent international, ecumenical meetings has considered a range 
of issues. 


In Copenhagen, the Churches Human Rights Programme - 4a project of the 
Conference of European Churches, [US] National Council of Churches, and 
Canadian Council of Churches - agreed that the situation of religious and 


ethnic minorities should be included when issues related to linguistic and 
cultural minorities are dealt with. 


CHRP listed five priorities for its work - religious freedom; rights of 
migrants, refugees, asylum seekers, and other such minorities; rights of 
national minorities; conscientious objection to military service; and the 
death penalty. 


In S40 Paulo, a consultation sponsored by the World Council of Churches, Latin 
American Council of Churches, and NCC considered the situation of millions of 
Latin American children who suffer economic, social, political, emotional, 
and physical violence. 


Among other things, the meeting heard of death squads in major Latin American 
cities who kill 30 to 300 children a month as part of efforts to 'clean up the 
streets'. It also heard of movements of street children who have organised to 
protect their rights. 


In Manchester (England/UK), a WCC-sponsored consultation hosted by the William 
Temple Foundation considered the situation of women living in extreme poverty 
in Europe. It is expected that from the consultation, a resource document of 
case studies, analysis, and model strategies will be produced. 


In Aleppo (Syria), a WCC consultation considered the role of clergy in 
congregations and communities. It considered theological understandings, 
common activities, strategies, and challenges in parish ministry. 


Besides visiting the Christian community there, the consultation met with 
local government and Muslim officials. According to a report from the group, 
both the ecumenical commitment and the cooperative Muslim-Christian spirit in 
the Aleppo area impressed the visitors. 


In Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), a WCC consultation took up environmental and 
creation issues, in the context of one of the four sub-themes - ‘Giver of 
Life - Sustain Your Creation' - of the next WCC assembly, in Canberra 
(Australia) next February. The group considered a ‘recast’ theological 
understanding of creation', a ‘justice ethic for sustainability', and the 
‘calling of the churches to live for the new creation’. 


In the introduction to their text, participants say ‘human activity is slowly 
closing down the life-support systems of the planet. Something is terribly 
and dangerously wrong with our relationship to the earth. Christianity, as it 
has held and encouraged a theology of mastery and dominion, is partially 
responsible for this. We are called to repentance and conversion.' 


Their concluding message - a summary of individual messages by participants —- 
warns, 'The time is short! Facing us squarely at this critical point ... is 
the greatest of all life-and-death issues - the life and death of Creation 
itself!' [EPS] 4 
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LUTHERAN COMMITTEE BACKS EAST EUROPE, SALVADOR TEXTS; SHELVES ONE ON PALESTINE 


Subject to revisions to be made in light of its discussion, the Executive 
Committee of the Lutheran World Federation (meeting in Geneva, 18-27 June) 
supported resolutions on central and eastern Europe, and on El Salvador 
Lutheran Bishop Medardo Gomez. But, after an hour of debate, only 10 of 22 
people voting agreed to issue any sort of statement on 'the Israeli- 
Palestinian issue', thus shelving a proposed text on that subject. 


The text on east Europe repeats LWF support for 'the peaceful struggle for the 
independence of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania’. (In the first two, Lutherans 
are a sizeable part of the Christian population.) 'The needs of the people in 
central and eastern Europe [are to] be met,' it says, ‘but not at the expense 
of the people who live in the poorest parts of the world'. The new situation 
in Europe calls for 'new and major steps in disarmament'. Subjects to be 
added to the text include Romania, the spiritual basis for LWF concern about 
the situation, and Lutherans in minority situations in various countries. 


The Gomez resolution - to be broadened to express concern for others under 
threat in El Salvador - says ‘enemies of justice continue to make death 
threats against him'. It calls on the El Salvador government ‘not to 
jeopardize but rather to safeguard' Gomez and his family and co-workers. 


Having shelved the Israeli-Palestinian text, the committee asked a subgroup to 
prepare a brief mandate for an LWF delegation which would visit the area. 


The shelved statement described Israeli government ‘intransigence' on 
negotiation proposals as 'particularly unfortunate'. Condemning ‘acts of 
terrorism by individuals and groups from both sides', it said both Israelis 
and Palestinians ‘have a legitimate right to live on this land and to maintain 
their own civil governments'. It urged an ‘immediate halt' to the 'killing 
and maiming of so many Palestinian people by the Israeli military in the 
Occupied Territories'. It called it ‘unacceptable' if Jewish immigration to 
Israel means more Israeli settlement in the territories. 


‘In debate, people proposed additional subjects for the text. Some expressed 
concern that it did not specifically condemn anti-Semitism. Some said there 
was no reason to issue a new LWF statement now. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.07 
ECUMENICAL APPEAL ON MIGRANT WORKERS IN JAPAN 


In the wake of an ecumenical fact-finding mission to Japan under the auspices 
of the World Council of Churches and the Christian Conference of Asia, that 
mission, the Christian Coalition on Refugees' and Foreign Migrant Workers' 
Issues, and the Forum on Asian Immigrant Workers, issued a joint appeal for 
action because 'the basic human rights of Asian migrants in Japan are not 
being upheld'. The mission visited Tokyo, Yokohama, and Kawasaki (13-18 June). 


The appeal describes as ‘shocking' the situation of Asian women in the Japanese 
‘entertainment industry, including some sold into forced prostitution, ‘virtual 
prisoners of their employers'. It voices concern that since 1982 fewer than 
200 people have been accepted by Japan as_ refugees under a 1951 UN 
convention. It also observes that as ‘recipients of Japanese aid and 
investment, Third World governments choose to close their eyes when their own 
Nationals are abused and exploited.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.08 

ECUMENICAL DELEGATION INVESTIGATING CHERNOBYL EFFECTS 

Under the auspices of the World Council of Churches, a five-person team from 
Asia, North America, and Europe visited Moscow and Minsk in late June to 
investigate the effects of the 1986 nuclear disaster at Chernobyl, in the 
Soviet Union. An ecumenical appeal for financial and other assistance is 
expected to result from the trip. The team included experts in genetic 
pathology, mental health, and nuclear diseases. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.09 

SWISS OLD CATHOLICS: ‘FAITH OF THE CHURCH' ALLOWS WOMEN TO BE PRIESTS 

A majority at the synod (15-16 June, Berne) of the Christian [Old] Catholic 
Church of Switzerland has decided that 'the faith of the church' does not 
require that only men be ordained as priests. Old Catholics in Switzerland 
and other countries currently ordain women as deacons. Old Catholics in 
Germany have also voted in favour of the ordination of women as priests. A 
special session on ‘women and priesthood' is to be held before the next synod, 
next June. Old Catholics are also found in notable numbers in the 
Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Canada, and the United States. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.10 

IRISH ANGLICANS ORDAIN FIRST FEMALE PRIESTS 

Following approval in May by the General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of 
Ireland [EPS 90.06.03], the first two CI female priests were ordained in 
Belfast 24 June. Bishop Samuel Poyntz (Diocese of Connor) ordained Irene 
Templeton and Kathleen Young. Three other CI female deacons are expected to 
be priested by the end of the year, and two more next year. Other areas with 
female Anglican priests include the United States, Canada, New Zealand, Hong 
Kong, Brazil, Cuba, Kenya, Uganda, and Burundi. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.11 

ECUMENICAL TEAM VISITS US 'HISTORIC BLACK CHURCHES ' 

A five-person team from the Commission on Interchurch Aid, Refugee and World 
Service of the World Council of Churches spent most of a week visiting 
representatives of "historic black  churches' in the United States 
(denominations whose memberships are overwhelmingly black, and which were 
formed to protest discrimination against blacks in other denominations). 
Among needs highlighted during the visit were support for the diaconal 
(Christian service) work of the denominations, recognition of the special 
contribution they make to the ecumenical movement, and to encourage support 
for guiding principles of ecumenical resource sharing. According to a report 
on the visit, 'it was clear that the historic black churches are dealing with 
the Third World within the richest country in the First World'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.12 

NEPAL ANNOUNCES AMNESTY FOR ALL RELIGIOUS PRISONERS 

In the capital Kathmandu, King Birenda of Nepal announced last month that the 
government has released and dismissed the cases of all people convicted or 
awaiting trial for ‘religious activities' in the kingdom north of India. Ram 
Chandra Paudyal, a government spokesperson, said that includes 29 Nepalese 
Christians, including 14 people less than 18, jailed for proselytizing. Of 
the 18.5 million people in Nepal, where Hinduism is the official religion, 
about 90 percent are Hindus, and half the rest are Muslims. Estimates of the 
Christian population range from a few thousand to tens of thousands. The 
royal announcement comes in the context of notable political changes in the 
kingdom, including the end of a three-decade-old ban on opposition political 
parties. [EPS] 
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SWITZERLAND: '‘BROTHERS' BECOMES 'ALL' IN CHURCH APPEAL 
Meeting in Elm in the Swiss canton of Glaris (17-19 June), the assembly of the 
Federation of Protestant [Reformed, Methodist] Churches of Switzerland voted 
to change the name of its annual lenten appeal to Bread for All. In German, 
till now, it has been called Bread for Brothers. (In French, the name has 
been and continues to be Bread for the Neighbour.) [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.14 

BRAZIL: MEETING OF BISHOPS WITH RATZINGER QUESTIONED 

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, head of the doctrinal watchdog unit of the Metical 
is to give three of five addresses to a meeting this month of the Roman 
Catholic bishops in Brazil, in connection with the orientation of new 
bishops. At least two church groups — Catholic Labour Action and the Pastoral 
Commission on Land Issues - have questioned whether this is part of a Vatican 
effort to call into question the pastoral practices of the conference of Roman 
Catholic bishops in Brazil. The Vatican and many bishops have been at odds on 
various issues in recent years. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.15 

NORWAY: CHURCH COUNCIL SAYS ZIONISM NOT RACISM, WARNS ON SETTLEMENTS 

The Council on Foreign Relations of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) says 
has rejected any claim that Zionism is necessarily a form of racism. The 
council said Zionism - promotion of a Jewish homeland in the Middle East - 
"can be regarded as a legitimate ideology of liberation, and cannot be likened 
to ideologies stressing racial superiority. To compare Zionism and racism 
will easily pave the way for anti-Semitism', it observed. The council said 
Jews who want to should be allowed to leave the Soviet Union, and that Norway 
and other countries should be ready to receive them. 'However', it added, 'we 
take for granted that no settlements are established for immigrants in the 
areas occupied by Israel since the Six Day War in 1967.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.16 

NORWAY: KING SPEAKS ON CHURCH 

In Norway, the monarch - currently Olav V - is the constitutional head of the 
[Lutheran] Church of Norway, of which about 90 percent of the 4.3 million 
people in Norway are at least nominal members. In an interview shown last 
month on Norwegian tv, the 87-year-old king spoke on church matters. 
Describing himself as a ‘rather frequent churchgoer', he said meditating in 
church has helped him continue his service in times of personal grief. He 
Supported the ordination of women (which first took place in the Church of 
Norway in 1961), and described Pope John Paul II, who visited Norway and other 
Nordic countries last year, as an interesting man. Asked about debates in 
Norway about the number of refugees and temporary workers to be allowed in, he 
Said the message of Christ is that 'we should treat well those who suffer', 
and 'the church must continue to do this'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.17 

CALL FOR A EUROPE-WIDE MEETING OF LEUENBERG CONCORD CHURCHES 

In the wake of the major changes in Europe in the past year, the annual 
assembly of the Evangelical Work Group for the Study of Christian Confessions 
of Faith has urged a pan-European meeting of representatives of the 80-or-so 
United, Reformed, and Lutheran denominations which have declared themselves in 
communion with each other on the basis of the 1973 Leuenberg Concord. The 
work group met in Kappel, in the Swiss canton of Zurich. The Vatican has 
announced a Europe-wide meeting of bishops. The next assembly of the 
Conference of European Churches is scheduled for September 1992 in Prague. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.18 
EVANGELICAL BODIES IN TWO GERMANYS SET UP REUNION COMMISSION 
The federations of the Lutheran, United, and Reformed Landeskirchen (regional 
churches) in East and West Germany have set up a commission to work out the 
process by which the two groupings can be reunited. Church reunification is 
expected to take longer than its political counterpart. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.19 

SERBIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS CONCERNED ABOUT SERBIAN MINORITIES 

At their annual meeting, the bishops from around the world of the 
Yugoslavia-based Serbian [Eastern] Orthodox Church expressed concern about 
discrimination against Serbian minorities in parts of Yugoslavia, Hungary, 
Albania, and Romania. They also warned about the revival of Eastern-rite 
Roman Catholicism in Poland, Czechoslovakia, and the Ukraine. (Eastern-rite 
Roman Catholics have worship forms and social customs virtually identical to 
those of Orthodox.) The bishops reiterated that the duties of priests do not 
including partisan political activity, warned against ‘odious infanticide’, 
and endorsed ‘the human right of an unborn child to live'. They also 
considered various expansions of Serbian Orthodox educational activity, 
objected to plans to build a hydroelectric plant in Yugoslavia which would 
threaten several historic church sites [EPS 90.05.48], and called for the 
return of church property ‘'unjustifiably taken away' in the past by the 
Yugoslav authorities. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.20 

ANC REP: SOUTH AFRICA SHOULD NOT TOTALLY SEPARATE RELIGION AND STATE 

Albie Sachs, a constitutional expert with the African National Congress, told 
a Muslim meeting at the University of the Western Cape that there should not 
be a total separation of religion and state in South Africa. 'No one can tell 
anybody else how to believe', he said, 'but there are a whole range of 
activities where all of us can only benefit through active collaboration’. He 
said ANC wants ‘all religious denominations to help it write those sections of 
the constitution that guarantee the rights of religious communities and 
individual believers in a new South Africa'. According to Britannica World 
Data, about three quarters of the South African population of more than 30 
million is Christian. Hindus are 2.1 percent, Muslims 1.4. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.21 

CAMEROON: CHURCH LEADER URGES MULTI-PARTYISM 

Speaking at a news conference, Christian Cardinal Tumi, the Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Garoua, called for a multi-party system to enable society tc 
overcome social ills such as embezzlement and other forms of official 
corruption. He faulted the current economic 'structural adjustment programme' 
as a cause of misery, poverty, and unemployment. And Tumi criticized 
government media reports that six people were trampled to death at afr 
opposition rally in May ‘when it is perfectly well known that they had beer 
shot dead by security forces'. About half the population of about 12 million 
is counted as Christian, the bulk of them Roman Catholic. Most of the rest 
are either animists or Muslims, in roughly equal numbers. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.22 

NEW ZEALAND: NEW GROUP PROMOTING UNITY 

A reorganised Negotiating Churches Unity Council is rigcriea in New Zealant 
(Aotearoa). It is to bring together national Disciples, Methodist, Reformec 
(Presbyterian, Congregational), and Anglican representatives, plus regional 
representatives of multi-denominational union or cooperating parishes. The 
new body is to promote and support cooperative ventures, and encourge churct 
unity in New Zealand. [EPS] | 
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EPS 90.07.23 

USA-EL SALVADOR: DISAGREEMENTS ABOUT COFFEE BOYCOTT 

The National Council of Churches, United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, 
and several Roman Catholic dioceses are among those in the United States 
urging a boycott of coffee from El Salvador to protest human-rights abuses by 
the government. But, in a letter to US colleagues, a group of Central 
American Roman Catholic bishops has denounced the boycott as an injustice and 
a ‘harsh blow to the fragile economy of the country'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.24 

ARGENTINA: CALL FOR CHURCH UNITY 

In a ‘call to unity', the National Council of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (IELU) in Argentina is urging several Lutheran and United denominations 
and congregations in Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay to join it in forming a 
joint commission. By the middle of the 1990s, that body would propose 
guidelines for the formation of a united Evangelical Church of Lutheran 
Confession of the Rio Plata. Besides IELU, the Evangelical [United] Church of 
the Rio Plata, Argentine Evangelical Lutheran Church, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Paraguay, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Uruguay, and _ the 
congregations in three countries related to the Church of Sweden, the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland, and the Evangelical Lutheran Folk 
Church in Denmark would be involved. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.25 

SOUTH AFRICA: AFTER 27 YEARS, NAUDE ADDRESSES NGK GROUP 

Nearly three decades after he was forced out of the main white Reformed 
denomination in South Africa (NGK) because of his opposition to apartheid, 
C.F. Beyers Naude spoke to a couple of hundred people at an NGK congregation 
in Johannesburg on the 'role of the NGK in the new South Africa'. Invited by 
the minister and council of the congregation, Naude said he was ‘struck by the 
willingness of the congregation to hear answers to vexing problems, and their 
openness and honesty.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.26 

FINLAND: ECUMENICAL THEOLOGY FACULTY PROPOSED 

Lutheran Archbishop John Vikstroém has proposed the establishment of a 
State-supported, ecumenical (Lutheran-Orthodox) theology faculty at Joensuu 
University, in eastern Finland. It would be the third theology faculty in the 
country. Currently, Eastern Orthodox theology students are prepared at a 
relatively new Orthodox institute connected with the arts faculty there. 
Institute director Heikki Makkonen expressed reservations about the Vikstrom 
proposal. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.27 

NORDIC THEOLOGIANS MEET ON POLLUTION IN LAPPLAND 

Theologians from the three northernmost Lutheran dioceses in Finland (Oulu), 
Norway (Troms), and Sweden (Lule&) met in Enotekio (Finland) to consider what 
the church can do to prevent ecological catastrophe in the northern parts of 
the three Nordic countries. The theologians drafted several theses and asked 
each parish in the region to look into the state of the environment in its 
area. A follow-up meeting is planned for next year, including participation 
by clergy from the adjacent part of the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.28 
FINLAND: ECOPARISHES FORMED r 
Lutheran parishes in the southern Finnish city of Lahti have begun an emphasis 
on environmental concerns. Similar '‘ecoparishes' are planned in Turku and 
Tampere. They plan to promote environmentally-friendly lifestyles. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.29 
FINLAND: CHURCH HELP FOR THOSE IN DEBT 
According to News from the Church of Finland, Lutherans there are setting up a 
church foundation to counsel people with excessive debt burdens, and guarantee 
loans. NCF reports that 'many Finns now find themselves in insurmountable 
difficulties as a result of the lavishness with which banks were granting 
loans several years ago.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.30 

FINLAND: PASTORAL CARE EMPHASIZED IN DIACONAL WORK 

A poll of people in the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland (SELK) reveals 
that diaconal work is increasingly understood to mean pastoral care. This is 
especially the case for SELK deacons who responded to the survey. They also 
attached importance to cooperation with secular bodies in mental-health work. 
As for a proposal that the role of deacons should also include liturgical 
tasks, the survey suggests that the deacons themselves are not particularly 
interested in that, except in being able to administer communion in home 
settings. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.31 

EAST GERMANY: DECLINE REPORTED IN CHURCH ACTIVITY 

Though church people played a major role in the transition to the new social 
and political system in the DDR (East Germany) in the past year, church 
leaders there report a decline in the number of people studying theology, 
attending worship, and enrolling in church education classes in the months 
since the DDR revolution. Formerly, church leaders observe, the church was an 
island of independence and openness in what was a Marxist-led society. But 
now, says one, ‘we are only one group among many’. 


EPS 90.07.32 
POLAND: RC BISHOPS CALL FOR OBLIGATORY RELIGION IN SCHOOLS 
The Roman Catholic bishops of Poland have called on the government to 
reintroduce the teaching of religion as a compulsory subject in state-run 
schools. The bishops said such a move would be a form of compensation for the 
'prejudices [against religion] which the [now replaced] totalitarian communist 
system encouraged in Polish society'. The declaration from the bishops (19 
June) rejected objections from non-believers and members of minority Christian 
traditions. Roman Catholicism is by far the largest Christian grouping in 
Poland. [EPS] 

EPS 90.07.33 
SWITZERLAND: DISPUTE OVER RC BISHOP PROMPTS ECUMENICAL REACTION 
Some Roman Catholics have strongly criticized the new bishop of the Swiss 
diocese of Chur, Wolfgang Haas. Some have urged him to resign. Reported 
threats on his life were given as the reason why he withdrew from a scheduled 
visit (24 June) to confirm children in Turbenthal, a town in the diocese. The 
controversy surrounding his appointment by the pope has also prompted the 
assembly of the Federation of Protestant [Reformed, Methodist] Churches of 
Switzerland (FEPS) to. speak. That group is urging the Roman Catholic 
authorities to find a solution ‘without delay'. It says the Haas affair is 
harming the credibility of the whole church in Switzerland. FEPS President 
Heinrich Rusterholz says it has also put the brakes on Swiss ecumenism. Roman 
Catholic and other opponents of the appointment object to the theology and 
style of the new bishop (said to be closed and narrow) and to the way he was 
named (said to violate Swiss-Vatican agreements giving certain Swiss bodies 
specific roles in choosing some diocesan bishops). The controversy over his 
appointment was taken up by Haas and his colleagues at their regular meeting 
last month, but the prelates announced no agreement on what to do. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.34 
ECUTEXT: Hong Kong Mission Manifesto 


[This text was approved by a meeting of nearly 150 church representatives 
sponsored (17-23 April) by the Hong Kong Christian Council. About 10 percent 
of the Hong Kong population of about 5.5 million is counted as Christian. ] 


.-.- The Hong Kong churches in this coming decade will face a severe test. In 
the midst of difficulties and doubts and in response to the challenge of the 
times, they will need to resolutely carry out the changeless mission entrusted 
to them by God. By doing this the churches will be transforming a crisis into 
a turn for the better. 


After careful reflection, discussion and prayer, we come to a common agreement 
on the mission of the churches in Hong Kong for the 1990s. We further trust 
that, relying on the guidance of God the Father, who is the beginning and the 
end, as well as on the great power of the Holy Spirit, we will not betray what 
is entrusted to us. 


1. No matter how rapid the changes of history are, the mission of the church 
does not change. We are certain that the church is the body of Christ. The 
church is the living proof of the Word become flesh, the embodiment of Christ 
who, though of divine origin, descended to earth. 


Therefore the most fundamental and the ultimate mission of the church is to 
Manifest the life that is in Christ. To do this the church must carry on the 
ministry which is to proclaim the Good News and to show forth the authority of 
God's Kingdom; it must witness to the truth of the saving grace of Christ; 
and make disciples of all nations, thus bringing about the earlier arrival on 
earth of the heavenly Kingdom. 


> In order to manifest the life in Christ, the churches must first of all 
be one, lovingly building into one body the various gifts and ideas. This 
will demonstrate to the world the reality of Christ's love. Witnessing in 
unity is the starting point of the realization of the Hong Kong churches' 
mission in the coming decade. 


We sorrowfully repent of the divisions caused by denominationalism and the 
Prejudices of sectarian-mindedness, the tension between the congregations and 
Church organizations, the cleavage between the clergy and the laity, the 
restriction of women and youth in their participation and decision-making. 
It is our intention that henceforth we will bind ourselves closer together, 
Support one another, and build up the body of Christ in love. 


3. To live the life of Christ is to identify oneself with the people, to 
Share trials and tribulation, even to the point of giving up one's life. To 
this end, the Hong Kong churches should identify themselves with the broad 
masses, to be with them in their suffering, doubts, and struggles. The 
Churches should take the lead in setting an example of long-term responsibility 
and commitment. 


The churches should encourage the Christian believers to fulfil their duties 
in love and faithfulness. Finally, the churches should fulfil their role in 
Chinese history to give confidence and hope to the people and thus enable Hong 
Kong to continue to enjoy stability and prosperity. [over] 


hong kong/2 


4. .-. On the one hand, the Hong Kong churches should value the fine 
tradition from the past of engagement in social service and involvement in 
educational work. On the other hand, they should be awakened to their 
mistakes and shortcomings in these respects. In repentance, they should seek 
a ministry of service which is humble in spirit and is done for the sake of 
others. 


The churches should mobilize their educational resources. By doing this they 
can help to mould character and nurture the democratic spirit. Through their 
social services the churches should build up the spirit of concern in 
interpersonal relations. The church serves as a bridge between people at 
different levels and of various functions. As a bridge the church will be 
enabling all to care for one another, establishing a harmonious and 
cooperative relationship with one heart and with a common purpose. 


i At this period of political transition, responding to God's demands for 
justice, the churches should work with the people of Hong Kong to seek a 
political structure which provides a high degree of self-government, and 
upholds human rights, freedom, democracy and the rule of law. 


In their prophetic role, facing squarely the troubles of the times, the 
churches should speak out responsibly and, together with the broad spectrum of 
the residents, remind the governments of China and Britain to implement the 
promises of the Sino-British Joint Declaration, and see to it that the Basic 
Law will uphold a society which respects human rights, practice justice and 
show equality and benevolence. 


63 After the return of Hong Kong to the sovereignty of China in 1997, the 
churches should endeavour to have a part in the nurturing of a national 
consciousness and to have a sense of responsibility for China and its 
civilization. The churches should take the initiative to seek out 
opportunities to make their contributions in the process of modernization for 
China. 


‘de The Chinese people as a race are on the verge of moral bankruptcy and a 
loss of meaning in life. The People in Hong Kong and in China are in a 
spiritual vacuum. At a time like this the churches should abide by the 
guidance of the Gospel and the true way to rebuild the Chinese humanist 
tradition. 


8. The Hong Kong churches and the churches in China should at this time and 
after 1997 support one another, so that the Gospel will prevail among the 
Chinese as a race and will shine within the Chinese culture. The churches of 
Hong Kong and China should transcend their political, social and cultural 
differences to become branches of the one true vine even if they retain their 
respective characteristics. 


9. As the Hong Kong churches carry on their evangelistic tasks locally, they 
must not forget the call to evangelize the world. They must work together 
with churches all over the world so that the gospel shall be preached to the 
ends of the earth. 


10. In order to further the mission as set forth above, we are deeply aware 
that pastoral work and the quality of the Christian believers' life are 
crucial. Therefore we recognize that the churches should henceforth exert 
extra effort to equip the believers and to train better pastors, to the end 
that the whole church will become well-conditioned soldiers for Christ who 
will fulfil the responsibilities entrusted to them. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.08.87 is the 87th item 
appearing in August 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 
Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 
275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): July - 18 & 25 (Wednesdays) ; 
August - 1, 8, 22 (Wednesdays); September - 3, 17, 24 (Mondays). EPS appears 
about 44 times a year. 


Education Newsletter and Youth Newsletter are available periodically from 
WCC/Education and WCC/Youth, both at Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2.. Also 
available from Education is Alive Together: A Practical Guide to Ecumenical 
Learning. 


Information about 1989-90 WCC Faith & Order activities and plans is 
available from WCC/F&0, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Tam Tam is the new newsletter of the All Africa Conference of Churches, Box 
14205, Nairobi. ; 


A review of the the 1989 activities of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism is 
available from WCC/PCR, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 


The new issue (#114, May) of the bi-monthly WCC publication Contact focuses on 
Tobacco and Health: Behind the Smoke Screen. A copy is available from 
WCC/CMC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The new issue (April) of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review features material 
on the Holy Spirit, focusing on the theme and one of the four sub-themes of 
the WCC Seventh Assembly of next February. A copy is available from WCC 
Publications (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2). 


The Christian Conference of Asia (57 Peking Road, 4/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong) has 
published International Affairs: Theological Guidelines for Christian 
Participation. Also from CCA-IA, the current (October 1989) issue of Asian 
Issues focuses on the Non-Aligned Movement. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


situation report #7 (25 June) on refugees, floods, and drought in Malawi 
situation report #2 (26 June) on refugees and displaced persons in Liberia 
situation report #1 (19 June) on Mozambican refugees in South Africa 
situation report #2 (19 June) on rural rehabilitation in Uganda 

situation report #1 (15 June) on the 1990 cyclone in India 


Also available is an update (31 May) on the Ecumenical Coordination Office 
for Emergencies and Rehabilitation in Southern Africa. 
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CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE SUSPENDS CONSTITUTION, TO HAVE SPECIAL ASSEMBLY 


The Working Committee of the Prague-based Christian Peace Conference has 
suspended all but the preamble and principles of the CPC constitution. It has 
named a 15-person Interim Working Committee with two officers to have ‘all the 
rights and duties ascribed to all organs and officers in the constitution' 
till an extraordinary CPC assembly, to be held no later than 1992. 


The Working Committee governs CPC between assemblies. Its action replaces CPC 
General Secretary Lubomir Mifejovsky, who will retire, and other CPC leaders, 
including the president, Hungarian Reformed Bishop Karoly Téth. It says 'CPC 
has been well served by its leadership, and ... there is no question of any 
withdrawal of confidence. The changes we now urgently adopt are simply a 
recognition that in the new world situation, CPC's leadership must be 
genuinely international, and not solely eastern European.' 


Till the extraordinary assembly, Richard Andriamanjato, active in church and 
political circles in Madagascar, is to be CPC moderator, chairing the new 
committee and acting as spokesperson. Kenyon Wright, a Methodist minister and 
an Anglican priest in Scotland, is the new coordinating secretary, with 
special responsiblity to ‘guide the staff' in implementing committee 
decisions, and coordinating its work. 


In the wake of the major socio-political changes in the Soviet Union and 
eastern Europe in recent years, some have more sharply criticised CPC policy 
and practice as being too closely linked to the now discredited and replaced 
political leadership in the region. 


In a one-page paper on CPC prepared before the meeting, Wright said 'nothing 
would be more damaging to the integrity of CPC than to abandon or renounce or 
deny ... our abiding and radical commitment to a social vision of society, and 
our belief that this is rooted in the gospel'. This is notwithstanding 'our 
failures and mistakes in too close identification with a particular form of 
socialism in eastern Europe', which 'we must openly face ... and confess’. 


The Working Committee met last month (18-22 June) in Arnoldshain (West 
Germany). Its communiqué says it ‘grappled with the necessary reform of the 
movement for the urgent tasks of the 1990s'. CPC was established in the late 
1950s. 


The communiqué notes that 'profound developments in Europe have already 
racially changed the conditions of Cold War rivalry and military blocs in 
Which the movement was born and grew in influence. The wider and 
unprecedented global threats to human life which are becoming apparent in the 
interdependent issues of peace, justice, and the very integrity of the earth 
make new demands on us.' 


It recalls that CPC has evolved from being a largely European body concerned 
with East-West issues into a ‘global prophetic movement’. The communiqué 
refers to ‘failures and mistakes in the past', but says 'these have not 
Prevented the movement from developing work for peace and justice based on 
theological principles. 


"We are conscious that the rapid changes are not fully understood, and that we 
heed time to identify, with the help of many others in the churches and peace 
movements, where we are now going.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.36 
ROMANIA: ‘NATIONAL ECUMENICAL PLATFORM' TO BE FORMED 


At a three-day meeting in Cluj last month (18-20 June), representatives of the 
four Romanian members of the World Council of Churches and Conference of 
European Churches agreed to set up a ‘national ecumenical platform', and 
expressed hope that others will join by its first meeting, towards the end of 
this year. 


The four are the Romanian [Eastern] Orthodox Church (which includes most 
Christians in the country), Reformed Church of Romania (whose membership is 
mostly ethnic Hungarians), and two Lutheran bodies - Evangelical Church of 
Augsburg Confession (largely ethnic German) and Synodal Evangelical 
Presbyterial Lutheran Church of Augsburg Confession (largely ethnic Hungarian). 


Also attending the meeting were people from international ecumenical 
agencies. According to a report from the gathering, ‘participants agreed that 
the primary task facing the churches was to help build trust and confidence’ 
among the people of Romania so ‘freedom and democracy can be fully achieved 
through non-violent and reconciliatory means'. 


The new ecumenical platform has three aims — helping inter-church dialogue on 
Matters of common concern, providing an ecumenical instrument through which 
its members can speak together publicly, and discussing priority areas for 
ecumenical cooperation and common witness. 


Among five priorities identified at Cluj was 'national-ethnic reconciliation’. 
According to the report, ‘the churches, whose identity is often linked with 
national identity, have a special responsiblity to help reduce tension and 
create positive models of a multi-racial, multi-cultural society'. 


It adds that ‘the minority churches see the need to come together on this 
issue' to ‘clarify their position in dialogue with' the Romanian Orthodox. 


According to Britannica World Data, of the 23-plus million people in Romania, 
89.1 percent are ethnic Romanians, and 7.8 percent are ethnic Hungarians. 


Other priorities highlighted were: 


1) issues related to new religious legislation, such as financial aid and 
religious education. 


2) support for the proposed new Bible society in Romania, and resolution of 
outstanding issues related to Bible translations and distribution. 


3) joint ‘social and diaconal witness', particularly efforts on behalf of a 
"cleaner, pollution-free environment', and for ‘transformation of the quality 
of life for the most underprivileged in society, such as the children in 
orphanages, the disabled, and the elderly’. 


4) ‘vocational and skills training in specialist diaconal work' and 
"ecumenical learning in all theological colleges.' 


A follow-up meeting was proposed for a year from now, with efforts to include 
participants from some Romanian church bodies not at Cluj. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.37 
WEST GERMANY: ECUMENICAL WARNING ON SPORTS 


Roman Catholic and Evangelical (United, Lutheran, and Reformed) leaders in 
West Germany have issued a warning that sport is becoming a _ substitute 
religion. 


Among other things, the joint Statement, issued in Dortmund, urges sports 
clubs to plan events in such a way that club members May choose to worship at 
the weekend without missing club events. 


The ecumenical text says the growth of Sunday sport activity is alarming, 
though it does welcome a trend of integrating worship in the programme of 
sports events. It also expresses concern about idolization, politicization, 
exploitation, and commercialization in sport, and about drug use, violence on 
the part of athletes and spectators, and the use of sport to demonstrate the 
supposed superiority of this or that social system. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.38 
WORLD METHODIST CALL FOR RENEWED 'APOLOGETICS' 


Meeting in Istanbul, more than 200 Methodists from around the world visited 
(27 June) the site of the first Christian ecumenical council, in Nicea in 325. 


At noon, amidst the broken columns and roofless church at the site, N. Howard 
Hicklin, evangelism director of the US-based African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, led the group in reciting the Nicene Creed. Then, three participants 
read a 375-word 'call to the church' to bear witness to the faith affirmed at 
Nicea and 'to identify intellectual obstacles and objections people have to 
the Christian faith, seek to understand them, and to answer them humbly and 
modestly at the level on which they are offered’. 


The text notes that in making its credal formulations at Nicea, the church 
said, in effect, that in Jesus 'you will find all that you need to know about 
God'. It observes that in Nicea ‘we are surrounded by an unseen cloud of 
witnesses that spans 17 centuries, and is indeed linked to the original coming 
of Christ and the age of the apostles’. 


Under the auspices of the World Methodist Council, the group said it came to 
Asia Minor to see if renewed emphasis on Christian aplogetics and evangelism 
as practised in the early church might give impetus and strength to the modern 
mission of the church. 


Maxie Dunnam, chair of the sponsoring committee, said the call for a fresh 
approach to Christian apologetics (defence of the faith) was issued in Nicea 
because it was there that the ‘central creed of the church’ was hammered out. 


When the group arrived in Istanbul, it was received by Ecumenical Patriarch 
Dimitrios, ‘first among equals' in the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy. 
Patriarchal and Methodist representatives continued discussions of proposals 
to set up an international Methodist-Eastern Orthodox dialogue group. 


Early in July the WMC seminar moves to Ephesus, site of the third ecumenical 
Council, in 431. There, H. Eddie Fox, director of the WMC evangelism 
Programme, is to address the group in the same amphitheatre where the apostle 
Paul preached, causing a riot. The group then went on to Athens. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.39 
NORTH AMERICA: REFORMED SYNODS ACT ON WOMEN, GAYS, DEBT, COLUMBUS | 


The synods of the two main North American Reformed denominations of Dutch 
origin met separately last month. 


In Grand Rapids (Michigan), the synod of the Christian Reformed Church of 
North America voted 99-84 to allow CRCNA congregations to ‘use their 
discretion in utilizing the gifts of women members in all the offices of the 
church'. A result of that vote is a two-year process to change the language 
of the CRCNA Church Order, which now restricts some offices to men. Thus, 
from 1992, CRCNA women could be ordained elders and ministers. In 1984, the 
synod allowed women to be ordained to the other CRCNA office, that of deacon. 


In Orange City (Iowa), the synod of the Reformed Church in America okayed a 
text describing homosexual lifestyles as ‘contrary to Scripture’, while 
‘encouraging love and sensitivity toward such persons as fellow human beings'. 


It approved eight measures to advocate and educate on the problem of Third 
World Debt, and proclaimed 1992 - the 500th anniversary of the arrival of 
Christopher Columbus in what is now the Dominican Republic - a year of 
reflection and repentance for colonialism and cultural imperialism. 


In response to concerns that the RCA plan for the development of new 
congregations would focus on suburban areas at the expense of urban 
ministries, the synod added language urging attention to the growth needs of 
urban, rural, and small-membership congregations. The RCA now has about 925 
congregations. The synod voted to start 98 new ones by 1998. 


The synod approved a decade-long theme, ‘Building the Church for the 21st 
Century'. It includes service for ‘justice, peace, freedom, and the care of 
God's creation', and efforts for the RCA to become ‘more and more ... 
reformed, catholic, and apostolic’. 


It decided two proposed documents need revision by the RCA theology commission 
- the report of its Task Force on Abortion and Unwanted Pregnancies, and a 
text on ‘inequality amid the ascendance of capitalism’. The synod okKayed 
guidelines for congregational leaders to deal with the question of children 
receiving communion before making a public profession of faith. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.40 
SOUTH AFRICA: WHITE REFORMED AND ECUMENICAL LEADERS MEET 


For 30 years, NGK, the main white Reformed denomination in South Africa has 
been estranged from the ecumenical movement, particularly as represented by 
the South African Council of Churches, and particularly over race relations. 


But now, NGK, SACC, and Pentecostal representatives have met for ‘talks about 
talks' on united Christian witness in South Africa. Their meeting proposed a 
joint conference, probably in November, to continue discussion. 


SACC General Secretary Frank Chikane called the gathering ‘extraordinary' and 
"historical'. NGK Moderator Johan Heyns and Reformed (NGSK) theologian Allan 
Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, also attended. 


Earlier this year, South African President F.W. De Klerk proposed a conference 
of church representatives, but SACC leaders said church people should deal 
with church divisions before such a state-convened meeting. [EPS] 
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| EPS 90.07.41 
BRITISH METHODISTS RECOMMEND STUDY OF SEXUALITY REPORT 


Emphasizing it was not taking a position on its contents, the British 
Methodist Conference, meeting in Cardiff (Wales) last month (23-30 June), 
received a commission report which, among other things, says 'no one should be 
excluded from ordained ministry simply on the grounds of their sexuality’. 


The conference decided the report is to be studied at all levels of British 
Methodism. The conference next year is to consider proposals about the timing 
and method to draw up guidelines on the question. It also decided not to vote 
this year on a proposed amendment which would have affirmed a standard of 
celibacy for the unmarried and fidelity for the married. 


The commission was chaired by Liverpool District Chairman John Newton. He 
told participants that the report has unanimous Support from the commission. 
That includes a recommendation that no new regulations be passed, but rather 
that decision-making about ministerial candidates be left to relevant circuit, 
district, and national Methodist bodies. However, he noted, commission 
members disagree about whether it is proper or even possible to distinguish 
between sexual orientation and practice. 


John Waterhouse, a Methodist minister involved with ministerial selection at 
the national level, said it would be ‘an intrusion of the most severe order to 
explore the sexuality of a candidate. We are therefore prepared to continue 
to accept them regardless of their orientation or their practice.’ Another 
minister, Barrie Cooke, said the lack of guidelines means ‘injustice, 
confusion, and hurt'. Another participant, Joyce Nevin, called the report 
"just a sophisticated attempt to undermine the authority of scripture’. 


As did the United Reformed General Assembly last May [EPS 90.06.02], the 
conference approved a process of consultation looking towards a possible 
Methodist-URC union. On another subject, Southern African Methodist Presiding 
Bishop Stanley Mogoba told the conference 'the granite wall of apartheid' is 
crumbling in South Africa. But because 'the road ahead is ... uncertain' and 
"fraught with danger', he suggested neither lifting nor intensifying sanctions 
currently imposed on South Africa to pressure it to change. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.42 

SCOTLAND: CHURCH OPPOSITION TO EASING DIVORCE RULES 
Christian Action, Research, and Education (CARE) is asking church aid in 
Stopping proposed legislation to reduce the time needed to obtain a divorce in 

Scotland on grounds of irretrievable breakdown. The proposal reduces waiting 
time from two years to one (with consent) and from five to two (without). CARE 
Says this would mean more divorces, and cites evidence they cause ‘long-term 
damage to children in particular'. Offering [Reformed] Church of Scotland 
Support for the CARE campaign, Kristine Gibbs of the CS Board of Social 
responsibility said ‘any process which helps to lessen the ever-increasing 
rate of family breakdown and divorce can only be for the good'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.43 
ADMISSION OF CHILDREN TO COMMUNION RECOMMENDED TO CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
A working party of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland is recommending that 
baptised children be allowed to receive communion. In general, the current CS 
‘practice is that baptised people are allowed to receive communion after a 
period of study when they are in the mid-teens. The 1991 General Assembly is» 
to decide on the proposed change. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.44 

USA: RC ARCHBISHOP SAYS POLITICIANS RISK EXCOMMUNICATION ON ABORTION 

John Cardinal O'Connor, the Roman Catholic archbishop of New York, says Roman 
Catholic politicians risk excommunication if they ‘are perceived not only as 
treating church teaching on abortion with contempt, but helping to multiply 
abortions by advocating legislation supporting abortion or by making public 
funds available for abortion’. His statement in the archdiocesan newspaper 
did not name any politicians. He later said he had no particular ones in 
mind, nor was he advocating such action. One Roman Catholic politician whose 
abortion stance has brought church criticism in the past is the governor of 
New York State, Mario Cuomo. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.45 
INDIA: LUTHERANS ASK STOP TO US DONATIONS TO 'DISSIDENT' GROUP 
US-based Evangelical Press Service reports that an Indian Lutheran church body 
has filed a lawsuit asking an arm of the small [US] Association of Free 
Lutheran Congregations to stop sending money to people the Indian group 
considers 'dissidents'. At issue is the leadership of 25 to 30 congregations. 
AFLC says the ‘'dissidents' are democratically—elected leaders of the Bible 
Faith Lutheran Church of India. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.46 

VATICAN WARNS ON THEOLOGICAL DISSENT 

In a new text on the role of theologians, the Vatican says they must firmly 
accept doctrinal truths ‘definitively proposed’ by the church leadership, even 
if such teaching has not been formally proclaimed as infallible. It also says 
they are to adhere to church teaching - even if not set forth as infallible or 
definitive — with a religious submission of will and intellect, not merely in 
an exterior or formalistic way. Those who disagree with aspects of non- 
infallible or non-definitive church teaching are not to publicize their views 
in the mass media, but rather to reflect further and discuss the matter with 
their appropriate church superior. If this does not solve the problem, they 
are to suffer in silence and prayer. The instruction sees a danger in the 
possibility that publicly dissenting theologians might confuse church members 
by in effect forming a teaching authority competing with the pope and the 
other bishops. It says church teaching, even if not declared infallible, ‘is 
not without divine assistance, and requires the adherence of the faithful’, a 
principle which it also applies to papally-approved texts of the Vatican 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.47 

"HALFWAY HOUSE' OPENED FOR DISMISSED PASTORS 

Two Baptist ministers have opened a home in Cartersville in the US state of 
Georgia for pastors dismissed by their congregations. In 1988, a church 
survey found that more than 2100 Southern Baptist pastors were fired by 
congregations during an 18-month period - an increase of 31 percent over a 
similar survey in 1984. One of the house founders, John Yarbrough, said 
'we're not as interested in how a person ended up being terminated, as in how 
we can help' in what can be a very traumatic situation for the pastor and 
family. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.48 

AUSTRALIA: WIDER ECUMENICAL BODY PROPOSED 

An official discussion paper, ‘Beyond Cooperation to Commitment’, is proposing 
a ‘more comprehensive national ecumenical body' for Australia. Besides the 
current members of the Australian Council of Churches, its membership would 
include Roman Catholics and others not now in ACC. The text, from a working 
party set up by ACC and the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, was 
released in Medindie at the end of last month (29 June). [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.49 

ENGLAND: ANGLICAN DIOCESE WITHDRAWS FROM CHURCH INVESTMENT GROUP 

The Anglican Diocese of Oxford has voted to withdraw its 2 million UK pounds 
in reserves from the Central Board of Finance of the Church of England and 
invest them instead through the Alichurches Amity Fund, which promises a 
better return and investments which are ethical. The diocesan synod was told 
that the church board would not meet its criteria for avoiding investments in 
firms with substantial stakes in South Africa. . The move was backed by the 
diocesan bishop, Richard Harries. He is part of a group taking the Church of 
England Church Commissioners to court over their refusal to agree that. ethical 
considerations are more important than financial ones in church investment 
policies. Altogether, the board manages about 600 million pounds worth of 
funds on behalf of dioceses and other church bodies. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.50 

WORLD CUP CHAPLAINCY 

During the World Cup football (soccer) championships in Italy this month and 
last, 15 Roman Catholic priests were assigned to the 12 match sites for church 
services, social meetings, and counselling sessions. Some members of the 24 
national teams in competition made known their Christian commitments, 
including seven Brazilians described as "born-again Christians'. The captain 
and two other members of the Brazilian team had 75 000 autograph cards 
printed, which include a testimony about their faith. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.51 

EASTERN EUROPEAN CHURCH LEADERS SAID BOTHERED BY WESTERN MISSION EXPERTS 

The German Evangelical Alliance Says a ‘mass of Christian initiatives from 
hundreds of Western' church sources is ‘currently flooding eastern Europe’. A 
two-week visit to six countries in the region by a team from the World 
Evangelical Fellowship encountered 'frustration' on the part of many church 
leaders there. They were ‘confused by the mass of relief programmes, and were 
desperately trying to find a way to coordinate them all'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.52 

AIDS SAID TO BE GROWING THREAT TO MISSIONARIES IN THIRD WORLD 

The German Evangelical Alliance Says that according to German missions 
official Lutz Behrens, ‘Aids represents a growing threat to missionaries in 
the Third World', notably in Africa because of ‘insufficient medical hygiene' 
in some places there. Behrens said mission agencies are advising staff 
members to carry syringes for their own use, since disposable syringes are 
often re-used, thus spreading Aids. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.53 
BRAZIL: RC BISHOPS LAUNCH EVANGELISATION CAMPAIGN TO COUNTER FUNDAMENTALISTS 
The Roman Catholic bishops of Brazil have begun an evangelisation effort meant 
to slow or stall the growth of fundamentalist, sectarian groups. According to 
the ecumenical council in Brazil (which includes the numerically—dominant 
Roman Catholic Church), about 12 million of the estimated 150 million people 
in Brazil belong to such groups. The council says that number could grow to 
30 million by the end of the century. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.54 
RWANDA: PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WORKERS REPORTED UNPAID FOR A YEAR 
Launching an aid appeal, the United Protestant Church of Belgium reports that 
in the context of a grave food and economic situation in Rwanda, Presbyterian 
Pastors and other church workers in Rwanda have not been paid for a year. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.55 

IVORY COAST: POPE FINALLY AGREES TO CONSECRATE GIANT CHURCH BUILDING 

After some delay, the Vatican has announced that the pope will pay a brief 
visit in September to Ivory Coast and consecrate a gigantic basilica church 
built by Ivory Coast President Félix Houphouét-Boigny in Yamoussoukro, where 
he was born. The cost of the 7000-seat building - estimated at around 2 
billion (2000 million) Swiss francs - has provoked controversy, especially 
because of the poverty of the country. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.56 

HUNGARY: RELIGION BROADCAST MORE 

With the recent social-political changes in Hungary, religion is getting 
increasing attention in the _ media. Hungarian tv now transmits four 
church-related programmes - a weekly (Sunday afternoon) ecumenical news 
programme, a monthly discussion of socio-moral issues in which Christians have 
a voice, a bi-weekly (Saturday) series of Bible-based five-minute plays for 
children, and a series of documentary films and interviews on religious 
themes, including profiles of religious personalities. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.57 
NORWAY: RESPONSE URGED TO ECUMENICAL TEXT ON BELIEF IN GOD 
The unofficial Norwegian Theological Dialogue Forum, which includes people 
from the main Christian traditions in Norway, is asking for official church 
responses to an ecumenical statement of faith it has agreed, 'We Believe in 
One God'. The group asks for the responses by 1 September 1991. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.58 

NORWAY: LUTHERAN-BAPTIST GROUP CITES AGREEMENTS, DISAGREEMENTS 

The official Lutheran-Baptist dialogue group in Norway, set up in 1984, has 
presented a statement of agreements and disagreements on subjects such as the 
church, faith, baptism, and humanity. Among other things, it suggests that 
Norwegian Lutherans more strongly emphasise that baptism by immersion in water 
is an approved alternative to the customary Lutheran practice of pouring or 
sprinkling water on a person. The report is called, ‘One Lord, One Faith, One 
Church, a Longing for One Baptism'. About 90 percent of the Norwegian 
population of 4.2 million is at least nominally Lutheran. Norwegian Baptists 
count about 12 000 members. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.59 

CANADA: MANDELA FUND TO SUPPORT SOUTH AFRICAN DEMOCRACY 

A fund in tribute to South African leader Nelson Mandela and to support the 
re-establishment of democratic structures in South Africa has been set up in 
Canada. One of the hosts of the fund launch in Toronto last month was Ted 
Scott, retired archbishop and primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, and 
former moderator of the World Council of Churches. Among the fund trustees is 
former moderator Lois Wilson of the United Church of Canada, one of the seven 
WCC presidents. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.60 

CANADA: PRAYER EFFORT LAUNCHED TO STOP GAY OLYMPICS 

With an international ‘gay Olympics' set for Vancouver (British Columbia) next 
month, full-page ads signed by evangelical church people have appeared in the 
two largest newspapers in the city urging prayer to stop them. The ads, 
headlined 'Time is Running Out', warn of possible divine judgment against the 
city if the games are not cancelled. Tens of thousands of athletes and 
spectators are expected. [EPS] 
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. EPS 90.07.61 

TAIZE MARKING 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

The Taizé community in France marks its 50th anniversary next month (21 
August). The majority of its 85 members, who come from 23 countries, are 
Roman Catholics. About half of them live at Taizé itself, the others in small 
groups in other parts of the world. The principal founder and only prior of 
Taizé during its half century is Roger Schutz, a Swiss Reformed pastor when 
the community began. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.62 

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT NIGERIA DETENTIONS 

In a letter to Nigerian President Ibrahim Babangida (12 June), Director Ninan 
Koshy of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World 
Council of Churches has expressed "deep concern' about the arrest of several 
Nigerians related to the Christian Association of Nigeria, including Jolly 
Tanko Yussuf, S.L.S. Salihu, and Saidu Dogo. Koshy said the arrests ‘'do 
nothing to further the cause of dialogue and peace development in Nigeria'. 
He asked that ‘the integrity of all those arrested be protected ... in 
accordance with ... international human-rights law. This should include 
immediate release unless valid charges are proven in a court of law.' Koshy 
concluded with ‘hope and trust' that the Nigerian government will look into 
the alleged rights abuses, and create ‘conditions for cooperation between and 
co-existence of a diversity of faiths within Nigeria’. Christian-—Muslim 
tension in Nigeria has flared over recent years. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.63 

ECUMENICAL MEETING ON RETURNING SOUTH AFRICAN EXILES 

At the call of the World Council of Churches, a working group is to meet in 
Geneva later this month (23-25 July) to consider ways to support a South 
African committee on the return of exiles. The South African committee, in 
Which the South African Council of Churches has a principal and initiating 
role, is to consider such issues as legal guarantees, health and welfare, 
settlement, education and training, employment, reconstruction and 
development, and transport and logistics. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.64 
ESTONIA: LUTHERANS SEND GREETING TO EXILES, ADD DIOCESE 
The General Synod of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church has sent a 
message to the Sweden-based Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Exile 
expressing hopes for good relations, and stressing the unity of the Estonian 
people in and outside the Baltic republic. Relations between the two groups 
have improved greatly in recent years with the socio-political changes in 
Estonia (where Lutheranism is the main form of Christianity) and other parts 
of the Soviet Union. In other action, the synod expressed concern at the pace 
of the government investigation into the recent murder of a church dean and 
his housekeeper [EPS 90.04.63]. It approved a reprint of the church hymnal, 
completed with help from the exile church. It also decided to establish a new 
diocese. Villu Jiirjo, an Estonian Lutheran pastor who belongs to the Estonian 
Supreme Soviet (legislature), presided at one liturgy during the synod. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.65 
LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION CUTS STAFF, RE-DESCRIBES 60 POSITIONS 
The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation has approved a 
Proposal to reduce the number of people now employed at LWF headquarters in 
Geneva by 10 (from 115 to 105). Also in connection with LWF restructuring, 60 
Staff positions have been classified as new or substantially changed. Some 


Staff currently in those posts will continue in some capacity. Others are to- 


receive a nine-month notification of job termination by 30 September. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.66 
LUTHERANS IN REFUGEE APPEAL 
The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation has expressed ‘deep 
concern’ about the ‘worldwide crisis’ in connection with the deteriorating 
situation of refugees around the world. The LWF appeal to UN Secretary-— 
General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar calls for ‘timely remedial action'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.67 

ASIAN LUTHERANS SUGGEST REVIEW OF USA MISSION POLICY 

Leaders of denominations in Hong Kong, South Korea, Japan, and India related 
to the US-based Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have urged a change in the way 
LCMS supervises its missionaries. They met in Seoul with LCMS officials in 
the wake of strains in relationships between LCMS and another Asian partner, 
the Lutheran Church in the Philippines [EPS 90.05.33; 06.70]. Asia Lutheran 
Press Services quoted an unidentified Asian church leader as describing the 
Seoul meeting as ‘free, frank, and informal’. The Asian proposal is that LCMS 
missionaries work on specific projects as requested by a partner denomination, 
rather than under the general supervision of the LCMS mission board. ‘'The 
partner churches do not need direct administrative inspection by the LCMS 
mission board', observed General Secretary Allan Yung of the Lutheran 
Church-Hong Kong Synod, ‘although it is understood that LCMS has to _ be 
responsible for the mission money which is raised among its members’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.68 

INDIA: ECUMENICAL BODY WARNS ON COMMUNAL DISHARMONY 

The North East India Christian Council has expressed serious concern about the 
‘increasing ethnic and communal tension alarmingly spreading in the region and 
in the nation’. It proposed that 12 August be set aside as a Day of Prayer 
for Peace. It also urged greater church and government efforts against drugs, 
said women are to be given ‘due representation in the policy-making bodies of 
the church', and urged that proposals to change the Indian Christian Marriage 
Act with regard to the marriage of Christians and people of other faiths not 
be enacted before they had been studied by Christians in the region. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.69 

THEOLOGIANS PROTEST VATICAN REFUSAL TO OKAY FACULTY NOMINEE 

More than 200 theologians have signed a petition criticizing the refusal of 
the Vatican to endorse the nomination of Siegfried Wiedenhofer of Frankfurt 
for a university post teaching Roman Catholic theology in Graz (Austria). 
Wiedenhofer has general Vatican approval to teach theology (a 'missio 
canonica'), but for nine months the Vatican has not given its approval to 
employ him in the Graz post. Signers of the petition say it is because 
Wiedenhofer earlier signed the Declaration of Cologne, a statement critical of 
various Vatican practices [EPS 90.02.20]. The petition was sent to all the 
Roman Catholic bishops in West Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.70 
USA: LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYOND REITERATES TEACHING ON PAPACY AS ANTICHRIST | 
In a new 56-page report on ‘eschatology and millennialism', the Commission on 
Theology and Church Relations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod reiterates 
a Lutheran view that while individual popes may be Christians, 'the office of 
the papacy' is still to be considered the ‘antichrist’ because it affirms 
certain teachings of the l16th-century Council of Trent. The designation of 
the papacy as '‘antichrist' occurs in some 16th-century Lutheran doctrinal 
texts. The report also says the ‘historical form of the antichrist could 
change’ and that ‘contemporary [ecumenical] discussions and statements could 
lead to a revision of the Roman Catholic position regarding Tridentine dogma.' 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.71 
ECUVIEW: The Future of the Christian Peace Conference (Kenyon Wright) 


[Wright is the interim coordinating secretary of the Christian Peace 
Conference (EPS 90.07.35).] 


Nothing would be more damaging to the integrity of CPC than to abandon or 
renounce or deny, under the pressure of contemporary events, our abiding and 
radical commitment to a socialist vision of society, and our belief that this 
is rooted in the gospel. Whatever our failures and mistakes in too close 
identification with a particular form of socialism in Eastern Europe (and we 
must openly face these and confess them), we have been consistent and 
unambiguous in our witness for peace and for justice. That has enabled us 
again and again to speak ... 'an even more decisive word' than the ecumenical 
movement as a whole was able to do. Frequently we spoke a word which the 
ecumenical movement came to speak! 


That was true in the Cold War era on the issue of peace and disarmament; it 
was true later on issues of international justice and liberation; it can be 
true again for the kairos and crisis we face today. We have in the past 
clearly extended the word peace to include justice - we now must extend it to 
include equally clearly the interrelated concern for the harmony, shalom and 
wholeness of all creation. 


That is our role. We must not change with every change of wind. Europe has 
never more clearly needed such a witness - and not Europe alone. The 
conference [last March] at Seoul [on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation] (EPS 90.03.56, 65, 66) ... has proved that the ecumenical movement 
as a whole is not yet in a position where it can speak that ‘word that cannot 
be overlooked'....It falls to those in the churches who are able to Speak a 
prophetic and integrated word, to do so in the belief that the ecumenical 
movement will slowly but definitely hear and respond. 


CPC is a global radical movement. ... We are global with increasing importance 
on the voice of the Two-Thirds World. This must be reflected in our 
leadership and organization. We are radical -— committed to a socialist vision 
which seems at present against the prevailing wind. But the wind will 
change: A world system which appears to be strengthened now, but which is 
ultimately both unjust and fully unsustainable, cannot prevail.’ ... 


We are also a movement - not a council of churches (though the presence and 
Support of some churches remains welcome) but essentially a movement of those 
who understand more clearly what is really happening in our time, and 
therefore can speak a prophetic word which the whole church must and will hear. 


The time has come to say clearly, and in complete loyalty to the ecumenical 
movement, that ... JPIC does not belong to the [World Council of Churches] or 
to any other body alone - and that it is now plainly evident that it urgently 
needs an ‘even more decisive' voice of witness if it is to go forward. That 
voice will come partly from the institutional churches, but more distinctly 
from networks, movements, and agencies at the grassroots and at the frontline 
of the churches' engagement with the kairos of our time. 


CPC could be in a position to play a crucial coordinating role in this vital 
process. As a global radical movement - and despite difficulties and mistakes 
- we have consistently spoken just that 'even more decisive word' at least to 
the major global issues of our time. That word is more needed and appropriate 
how than ever. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.72 
ECUVIEW: Theological Perspectives on Plurality (S. Wesley Ariarajah) 


[Ariarajah is director of the Sub-Unit on Dialogue of the World Council of 
Churches. ] 


'Is God listening to my Hindu neighbour's prayer?' The question is simple, 
but Christians have enormous difficulty in responding to it. By and large, 
Christians have ignored theological questions relating to God's life with our 
neighbours of other religious traditions and their life with God. 


At the heart of this hesitation lies a number of profound theological issues. 
Does God's self-revelation take place in nature, in all human history, and in 
human experience? Or does God reveal Godself only through the specific 
historical experience of a people within one stream of history? Ts? 4G 
important to have an adequate (if any) understanding of who God is, before God 
begins to listen to our prayers? 


Of a more fundamental nature are questions that lie at the heart of the 
Christian faith itself. What is the relationship between God's saving activity 
in the life, death and resurrection of Christ to God's presence and activity 
in all history? How does one reconcile the affirmation that 'the earth is the 
Lord's and the fullness thereof' with the Johannine verse, 'No one comes to 
the Father except through me'? 


Since the beginning of the modern ecumenical movement these questions have 
engaged the attention of the missionary movement and the Church. The practice 
of dialogue and reflection upon it have brought a new sense of urgency to 
these questions. We need to base our relationship with our neighbours of 
other faiths on a theological foundation. 


Much of the theology of religions operative in Christian thinking was 
enumerated during the height of the missionary movement. Reflections on other 
faiths served the missionary imperative, and provided justification for the 
extension of the Church at the expense of other religions. 


The theology of religions did not arise out of the experience of a living 
encounter with others but from a deductive thinking from the standpoint of 
one's own faith. A selective reading of the Bible reinforced a mission- 
serving theology of religions. 


Nevertheless, at all the early major missionary conferences (e.g. Edinburgh 
1910, Jerusalem 1928, Tambaram 1938) there were voices that challenged the 
predominant attitude which saw little faith-value in other traditions. But a 
mainly mission-oriented theology of religions has survived. 


At both the Nairobi (1975) and Vancouver (1983) assemblies of the WCC, dialogue 
became a controversial point, primarily because of the implicit assumptions 
made in dialogue about the theological significance of other faiths. At 
Vancouver, for example, a major stream within the assembly rejected the | 
possibility of God's presence and activity in the religious life of our | 
neighbours. 


The ... WCC undertook a four-year study programme on 'My Neighbour's Faith and 
Mine -— Theological: Discoveries through Interfaith Dialogue'. As the apex of 
this study, delegates from [the major Christian] traditions were brought 
together to reflect on some of these issues. ... It is hoped that the[ir] 
statement [EPS 90.01.82] will help to ... facilitate the discussion of these 
important issues as we face the [WCC] assembly in ... February 1991. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.08.87 is the 87th iten 
appearing in August 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. fot 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 
Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 


275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): July - 18 (Wednesday) & 3( 
(Monday); August - 8, 15 (Wednesdays) & 27 (Monday); September - 5 & If 
(Wednesdays); October - 1, 15, 23, 29 (Mondays). EPS appears about 42 time: 
a year. 


Available from the Lutheran World Federation (Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) art 
Rethinking Luther's Theology in the Contexts of the Third World (: 
collection of addresses from the Third World Lutheran Theological Educator: 
Conference in Brazil in September 1988) and Creation: An Ecumenica. 
Challenge? (a selection of papers from a study by the LWF-related Institut 
for Ecumenical Research. With the Baptist World Alliance, LWF has published | 
42-page report from the international Baptist-Lutheran Joint Commission. 


Europe 1992 is the focus of #42 in the WCC series Migration Today, availabl 
from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


"Breaking Through in a World of Prejudice and Discrimination' is the theme o 
the 1990 (11-17 November) World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer and Worl 
Fellowship. Information is available from 37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva 


Re EPS 90.07.39: Note that there are four - not three - ministerial office 
in the Christian Reformed Church. The fourth is that of evangelist. 


The Christian Conference of Asia (57 Peking Road, 4/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong) ha 
published International Affairs: Theological Guidelines for Christia 
Participation. Also from CCA-IA, the current (October 1989) issue of Asia 
Issues focuses on the Non-Aligned Movement. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


situation report #6 (4 July) on drought relief and refugees in Zimbabwe 
extended appeal (4 July) for US$ 1.2m for the emergency in Sudan 


situation report #1 (19 June) on Mozambican refugees in South Africa 
situation report #2 (19 June) on rural rehabilitation in Uganda 
situation report #1 (15 June) on the 1990 cyclone in India 


Also available is an update (31 May) on the Ecumenical Coordination Offic 
for Emergencies and Rehabilitation in Southern Africa. 
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EPS 90.07.73 
SALVATION ARMY HOLDS EIGHTH WORLD CONGRESS 


Five thousand members of the Salvation Army from all over the world gathered 
here in London for a 10-day congress (from 29 June). Theme of the gathering 
was ‘With Christ into the Future’. 


The gathering concluded with a covenant celebration led by SA General (world 
leader) Eva Burrows. It marked the 125th anniversary of the Army. Previous 
congresses met in 1878, 1886, 1894, 1904, 1914, 1965, and 1978. 


A feature of this congress was a series of small-group sessions or seminars on 
three successive afternoons. 


Among the 32 topics covered were aspects of ministry; questions of personal 
development such as prayer, counselling, and preaching; and contemporary 
issues such as moral and ethical questions, social action, theology, and 
marriage and family life. 


The sessions allowed Army rank and file to express their views on policies and 
programmes for the 21st century. 


In her opening address at Wembley Stadium, Burrows reminded Salvationists that 
God is forward-looking. 


Outlining a Salvation Army response to the challenge of the future, she said 
it should not be a religious society isolated from the world. 


"We cannot make Christ known out there by talking to ourselves within the 
security of our citadels, nor by being defensive behind closed doors', she 
said. The challenge, she observed, is to become an effective Christian 
presence in every area of life. 


"The world is waiting to see a religion that works, and every Salvationist 
must not only be different from the world but make a difference in the world’, 
she continued. 


She said Salvationists need a new awareness of their mission to serve human 
beings as well as to proclaim the gospel, and to demonstrate that Christ is 
alive and at work in the world through them. 


She said this requires sharing the heartaches and hurts of those about them, 
not only through a balanced ministry, but also by each Salvationist being 
concerned for the welfare of the neighbour. 


And, she added, Salvationists need a new awareness of their mission fearlessly 
to announce Christian moral absolutes, in societies where there is such moral 
confusion. 


The Salvation Army movement was founded in 1865 in London by William Booth, a 

ethodist minister, as the Christian Revival Association, and then as the 
christian Mission. It adopted its quasi-military command structure, and the 
lame Salvation Army, in 1878. 


,zeadership in the Army is provided by ‘commissioned officers', who are 
ecognised as ministers of religion. Salvation Army world headquarters is in 
ondon. Burrows became Army general in 1986. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.74 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS IN WORLD MEETING 


The 55th Worldwide Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, in Indianopolis 
(Indiana/USA) this month (5-14 July), voted to establish an llth SdA division 
(regional jurisdiction), to cover the Soviet Union. The action brings to a 
close 73 years of unorganized SdA work in that country. 


SdA World President Neal Wilson said 'God has provided much more than we have 
asked for in our many contacts' with Soviet government officials, in 
connection with the formation of the new division. Based in Moscow, it has a 
membership of about 35 000. World SdA membership is about 6.2 million. 


Adventism is a form of Christianity which emerged in the United States in the 
19th century. Adventist practice includes abstaining from all but emergency 
or life-saving work from sundown on Fridays to sundown on Saturdays, and 
holding Saturday as the principal day for worship. 


In his keynote address, Wilson said one can divide the population of the world 
into about 5000 groups of a million each. He said Adventists have at least 
one congregation in 3200 of the groups. He called for the establishment of 
congregations among 180 of the remaining ‘untouched' groups for each of the 
next 10 years. 


Wilson also said hundreds of SdA lay professionals will go to the ‘untouched’ 
groups to teach, give medical care, or offer other services. A network of 
short— and medium-wave SdA radio stations is also projected, to beam programmes 
to those areas. 


Chosen to succeed the retiring Wilson was Robert Folkenberg, president of the 
SdA Carolina Conference, in the south-eastern United States. About 20 years 
of his ministry was spent in the SdA Inter-American Division, which includes 
Mexico, Central America, northern South America, and the Caribbean. 


Before the conference itself, SdA world ministerial director Floyd Bresee 
urged about 4000 SdA clergy and wives to see to it that SdA worship is 
‘contemporary, not given to feeling good, but feeling God'. 


He called for 'joyful' services including 'both the thoughts of our heads and 
the feelings of our hearts. They must not be passive, spectator sport, but an 
interacting between the Creator and the created.' 


Bresee also called for sexual purity among clergy and their wives, noting that 
'the church pastor is the only white-collar profession who still makes house 
calls.' 


He said a pastor ‘dispenses goodness, and goodness is very attractive to many 
women. This fact is causing great loss in the ministry of too many churches.' 


The ministerial meeting included a score of seminars on such subjects as 
reducing health risks, and evangelizing Muslims. Plenary sessions included 
presentations on biblical authority and ‘evangelizing the secular citys, 


In another ministerial session, Tom Neslund, director of the International 
Commission for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Dependency, launched 4 
multi-lingual, stamp campaign against alcohol, cigarettes, and other drugs. 
[EPS] 
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) . EPS 90.07.75 
EAST GERMAN FOREIGN MINISTER MEETS ECUMENICAL LEADERS 


East German (DDR) Foreign Minister Markus Meckel had an hour-long private 
meeting with the general secretaries and other staff members of the Conference 
of European Churches, Lutheran World Federation, and World Council of Churches 
at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva (3 July). 


With Meckel, a pastor in the DDR Federation of Evangelical [United, Lutheran] 
Churches, was Helmut Domke, state secretary in the foreign-affairs ministry. 


Domke, a physicist, is also active in DDR church affairs. Till the latter 
part of last year, Meckel directed an ecumenical workshop in Niederdodeleben, 
near Magdeburg. His appeal last year led to the refounding of the East German 
Social Democratic Party, a member of the post-communist governing coalition. 


According to a report from the meeting, the group discussed future European 
security structures, and issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation. (Meckel and Domke were church delegates to the May 1989 European 
ecumenical assembly on peace and justice.) 


Meckel stressed that his current work has strong continuities with his church 
work for peace, disarmament, Third World solidarity, and reconciliation 
between Germans and other peoples of eastern Europe. 


‘The group also discussed approaches to a united Europe, including structures 
of mutual consultation and common security. 


‘The three general secretaries expressed hope that the special experiences and 
lessons learned by the church in East Germany in the four decades of DDR 
history - especially as they reflect common church concerns from all formerly 
/Marxist—led countries in eastern Europe - not be lost as the two Germanys come 


together. 


oan Opocensky, their counterpart at the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
}also headquartered at the Ecumenical Centre, could not attend because he was 
|away from Geneva. [EPS] 


| EPS 90.07.76 
\RESEARCH FINDS RANGE OF METHODIST VIEWS ON BIBLE AS ‘LITERAL WORD OF GOD' 
‘According to research by the General Council on Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church, UM clergy are ‘consistently more liberal' than lay members, 
and people who did not attend the 1988 UM General Conference (the UM governing 
\body) are ‘consistently more conservative' than conference delegates. The 
lcouncil found that among conference delegates, 11 percent of clergy and 26 
percent of laity agreed that the Bible is ‘the literal word of God'. Among 
non-delegates, 25 percent of the clergy and 62 percent of the laity agreed. 
Response to this question proved to be the most reliable guide to a person's 
likely responses on other issues. ‘This one belief seemed to structure the 
tentire set of survey responses', the council reported. Of the 45 issues 
Surveyed, the two on which there was the greatest degree of agreement were ‘a 
\clear statement of common beliefs would help to unify the church' and 
"homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching’. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.77 

USA: BAPTIST PRESS STAFF ADVISED TO RESIGN QUIETLY 

Director Al Shackleford and News Editor Dan Martin of Baptist Press, news 
service of the Southern Baptist Convention, say they were told by President 
Harold Bennett of the SBC Executive Committee to resign quietly or be dealt 
with harshly. Shackleford and Martin are Executive Committee employees, the 
only BP staff journalists. In recent years, some SBC leaders have criticized 
BP for allegedly favouring the losing side in the decade-plus political- 
theological struggle to control the largest Baptist denomination in the 
world. Evaluating BP coverage in 1987, editors of eight SBC state newspapers 
said BP had done a ‘fair, accurate, and comprehensive job of reporting events 
in Southern Baptist life'. On the advice to quit, Religious News Service 
quoted Martin as saying 'the conservative [SBC] leadership want their own 
minister of information’. Shackleford said in RNS that SBC members ‘have a 
right to know that their officers don't trust them with the truth and are 
seeking to deprive them of their access to a fair, balanced, objective news 
service’. On 29 June, three days after the BP story about Martin and 
Shackleford, BP carried a statement from Sam Page, an Executive Committee 
leader. He called the BP report on the staffers, written by then, 
‘unfortunate, ill-timed, and inaccurate'. He said Bennett acted 'in the most 
loving and considerate manner possible', given the likelihood that a motion to 
dismiss the two would have passed the committee by a strong majority. Page 
said the committee leadership ‘sought a course of action that would better 
serve the cause of peace and fairness for the denomination, had that course of 
action been allowed to take its designed direction'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.78 
SWITZERLAND: CONTROVERSIAL RC BISHOP REJECTS SYNOD ACTIONS 
Wolfgang Haas, controversial new bishop of the Swiss Roman Catholic diocese of 
Chur [EPS 90.07.33], rejected (3 July) decisions taken by the synod of Zurich, 
which includes a large part of the diocese. Among other things, the synod 
said the diocese as a whole, not just Zurich, should pay for the new vicar 
general (representative of the bishop). The previous vicar, popular in the 
canton, was replaced by Haas on grounds the two cannot work well together. 
Haas says he has been seeking dialogue with synod representatives. They say 
he has declined to respond to their previous requests, and is only reacting 
publicly now 'because it has become a question of money'. The synod decided 
to set aside in a special fund money normally sent to the diocese, and it 
urged creation of a separate Zurich diocese. (That was proposed some years 
ago aS part of a plan to increase the number of Swiss RC dioceses from six to 
nine). Haas says creation of a Zurich diocese is impossible ‘till the church 
in Zurich returns to reason'. Meanwhile, the Berne cantonal RC synod has 
joined others in urging Haas to resign on grounds that his selection by the 
Vatican violates a Swiss-Vatican agreement, and that he lacks the confidence 
of most of the priests and other people of the diocese. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.79 
UNITED METHODIST ABORTION ARTICLES ATTACKED, DEFENDED 
The Evangelical Coalition of United Methodist Women has criticized articles on 
abortion which appeared earlier this year in Response, published by the UM 
Women's Division. Faye Shot, co-director of the coalition, says the articles 
unduly favoured abortion, and made 'many women ... very upset'. But Theressa 
Hoover, head of the division, says the articles were ‘in harmony with ... 
resolutions adopted by the General Conference', the UMC governing body. 
Hoover said many UMC members have positions on social issues which differ from 
official ones. She says the division thinks 'all should be free to express 
and practice their own moral judgment on the matter of abortion’. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.80 
NEW ZEALAND: ECUMENICAL BODY CLOSES ONE OF THREE OFFICES 
With a budget deficit of 40 000 New Zealand dollars last year, and a similar 
shortfall expected this year, the Conference of Churches in Aotearoa New 
Zealand has closed its Auckland office. Its Wellington and Christchurch 
offices remain open. The decision also means the departure of Doreen Hatch, 
who has been one of the three conference executive secretaries. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.81 

USA: HEALTH-CARE COST CRISIS FACING CHURCH 

In a special report, the United Methodist Reporter weekly newspaper, published 
in Dallas, says 'the soaring coast of medical insurance is creating a crisis' 
which is 'threatening the future of [UM] annual conferences'. In the United 
States, the United Methodist Church includes 72. such conferences, the. 
equivalent of dioceses or presbyteries. They are responsible for providing 
health-care coverage for clergy and other church workers. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.82 
INTERNATIONAL HOSPITAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE 
The Netherlands-based International Hospital Christian Fellowship is 
sponsoring a world conference in Exeter (England) next month (3-13 August). 
Theme of the gathering is 'Towards Excellence in the Health Field'. Several 
hundred people are expected to attend. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.83 

CANADA: 10 000 EXPECTED AT THIRD CHRISTIAN FESTIVAL 

The third Canadian Christian Festival is to take place next month (16-19 
August) in Halifax (Nova Scotia). Among the speakers are Southern Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio 
Castro. The festival was planned by an ecumenical group from 13 Canadian 
denominations. The last such festival was in 1986. Theme of the gathering, 
patterned after the German Kirchentag, is 'A Time to Love’. To be held just 
before the festival is the annual institute of the Canadian Centre for 
Ecumenism (12-17 August). [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.84 

EUROPE: LUTHERANS URGED TO COUNTER ANTI-SEMITISM 

In a letter from General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett and President Gottfried 
Brakemeir, the Lutheran World Federation is asking its European members to 
report acts of anti-Semitism in their countries and suggest how LWF can help 
deal with the issue. The letter refers to recent ‘disturbing manifestations’ 
of anti-Semitism in Europe. It says LWF members have a "special 
responsibility’ to identify anti-Semitic tendencies and do ‘everything within 
Our means to counter them'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.85 

USA: LUTHERANS, ANGLICANS MOVE TOWARDS RECOGNITION OF MINISTRIES 
Representatives of the [US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America say they are moving closer to an agreed 
text on doctrine and mutual recognition of ministries which - if the governing 
bodies of the two denominations approve - would lead to full communion between 
them. The Anglican and Lutheran theologians are taking part in the third 
Series of US Anglican-Lutheran dialogues, which began in 1967. The dialogue 
group met last month in New Orleans (17-20 June). It expects to complete its 
work and release its agreed text in connection with its final meeting, 3-6 
January. Since 1982, the two denominations have been in a_ pioneering 
Telationship of ‘interim sharing of the eucharist'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.86 

NIGERIA: GOVERNMENT OKAYS CONFERENCE ON MUSLIM-CHRISTIAN TENSION 

Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service reports that the Nigerian 
government has given the go-ahead for a three-day national conference to 
discuss continuing Muslim-Christian tension in the country, some of which has 
led to criticism that the government favours Muslims. Though the figures are 
disputed, about 95 percent of the 115 million people in Nigeria are counted as 
either Christians or Muslims, in roughly equal numbers. The conference, which 
is to have no direct government involvement, is to discuss, among other 
things, the economy, human rights, the civil service, and military rule. 
(Nigeria is scheduled to revert to civilian rule in 1992.) [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.87 

AFRICA: ECUMENICAL LEADER DEFENDS CALLS FOR MULTI-PARTYISM 

In an interview with Africa Church Information Service, General Secretary José 
Chipenda has defended church leaders advocating multi-party systems in several 
African countries. He says church people are well within their calling when 
they speak out on ‘how we are governed and how we share resources that God has 
kindly put at our disposal'. African countries where there have been recent 
calls for major political changes - and negative government reactions to such 
calls - include Gabon, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Liberia, Benin, Cameroon, 
Zaire, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Angola, Mozambique, Lesotho, and Tanzania. In 
most of them, church people have been among prominent supporters of change. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.07.88 

USSR: ST ISAAC CATHEDRAL RETURNED TO CHURCH USE 

St Isaac cathedral in Leningrad has been returned to church use. For much of 
the period since Soviet communist rule began in 1917, it has been a museum. 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin was among those who attended the liturgy 
marking the return. In another Russian Orthodox development, Patriarch Alexy 
says members of the royal family executed by the Soviet revolutionaries in 
1918 will not be treated separately, but will be dealt with as 'part of a much 
larger and wider process' now underway to formally declare the saintliness of 
'the countless Russian martyrs of modern times’. The US-based Russian 
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia, which has declared the slain royal family 
to be saints, says the Russian Orthodox Church must also canonise the family 
before reunion talks can begin. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.89 

CANADA: UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX OFFER HELP TO INDEPENDENT ORTHODOX IN UKRAINE 

In resolutions passed this month at their meetings in Winnipeg, the 18th Sobor 
(council) of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada expressed readiness to 
‘offer the aid needed to develop the [independent] Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
and religious life in the measure permitted by the current revival in the | 
Ukraine’. (In the evolving church situation in the Ukraine, there are three | 
large groups of Christians with similar worship forms and social customs — 
Roman Catholics who belong to the Ukrainian Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodox | 
who belong to the Russian Orthodox Church, and Eastern Orthodox who belong to | 
the Ukrainian Autocephalous [Independent] Orthodox Church.) In another — 
resolution, by secret ballot, the sobor said the establishment of "eucharistic | 
union' between UOCC and the Turkey-based Ecumenical Patriarchate [EPS 90.06. 
04] is ‘an event of great significance for Ukrainian Orthodoxy.' But, it | 
added, ‘in case of any internal-administrational conflict, priority is | 
retained by the [UOCC] charter and constitution ... as a distinct body in a 
separate, sovereign state'. According to a UOCC report, discussion of both 
the eucharistic union and the revived UOCC was 'very lively' among  sobor 
delegates. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.90 

LORD'S SUPPER NOT TO OPEN NEXT REFORMED ECUMENICAL COUNCIL ASSEMBLY 

Meeting in Kaliurang (Indonesia), the Interim Committee of the Reformed 
Ecumenical Council decided the Lord's Supper will not be celebrated at the 
beginning of the next REC assembly, in 1992 in Athens. The committee noted 
that at the two previous meetings, having the Lord's Supper at the beginning 
proved controversial, with some delegates objecting that divisions in REC made 
it inappropriate to open its meeting that way. Based in Grand Rapids 
(Michigan/USA), REC groups about 30 mostly small Reformed denominations in 
several countries. Most REC members participate in neither the World Council 
of Churches nor the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.91 
SOUTH AFRICA: UNITY OF TWO REFORMED DENOMINATIONS PROJECTED FOR OCTOBER 
A ‘covenant of unity' between two South African Reformed denominations — NGKA 
and NGSK - is projected for 5 October, provided each synod agrees. The two 
denominations were set up by a third denomination, the white NGK, for blacks 
(NGKA) and people officially classified as 'mixed race' (NGSK). [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.92 

IRAN: AUTHORITIES SHUT DOWN BIBLE SOCIETY 

UK-based United Bible Societies reports (6 July) that the Iranian Office of 
Religious Minorities dissolved the Iranian Bible Society earlier this year, 
and that numerous attempts to get permission to reopen it have failed. UBS 
Says the IBS general secretary was 'subject to repeated harassment" and 
eventually left the country. "Finally, the society was closed, its files 
confiscated, and its staff locked out of the premises', UBS reports. UBS 
Asia-Pacific Secretary Choi Chan-Young says the closing of the society is 'not 
simply a question of Bible work, but of freedom of religion and human 
rights'. He says that in the decade since the 1979 revolution, the office 
increasingly restricted IBS work, even suggesting that Jesus not be referred 
to in Bible texts as 'Son of God' or ‘Lord', but rather as 'prophet'. Since 
IBS refused to comply, permission to print was denied by the office, Choi 
Says. UBS says the office ‘has not given any reason for its action, except to 
indicate that the Bible Society had been engaged in work opposing the 
revolution, though such activities were never specified'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.93 

USA: ANGLICAN ANTI-DRUG COALITION SETS GOALS 

Meeting last month (14-17 June) in Salt Lake City, the National Episcopal 
[Anglican] Coalition on Alcohol and Drugs outlined goals to work for in the 
next three years. These include 'employee-assistance programmes' in dioceses 
and institutions, requiring alcohol and other drug training for clergy and new 
bishops, and a new network of clergy whose lives and ministries have been 
affected by family involvement in alcohol and other drugs. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.94 

REFORMED WARN ON EQUATING NATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS IDENTITIES 

According to a report from the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, the annual 
meeting of the WARC European Area Committee (Feketic, Yugoslavia, 29 June-4 
July) ‘tried to relate traditional Reformed models of the church to the 
Problems and challenges facing various Reformed European churches today, many 
of which are minorities, either ethnic or religious, in their own countries’. 
WARC General Secretary Milan Opocensky and Executive Secretary Marc Lenders of 
the Ecumenical European Commission for Church and Society both voiced concern 
about a growing tendency to identify national identity with a particular form 
of religion. They also warned against preoccupation with European issues at 
the expense of concerns of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.95 

NIGERIA: METHODIST PATRIARCH BECOMES 'PRELATE' AS FACTIONS REUNITE 

As part of the reunion of the 'presidential' and 'patriarchal' factions of the 
Methodist Church in Nigeria, Patriarch Sunday Mbang continues as Nigerian 
Methodist leader, but with the title 'prelate', and less-elaborate official 
attire. Mbang, 53, is to continue as prelate till he retires at age 70, and 
his successor will have to be at least 60 when chosen. Mbang was introduced 
as prelate by Bishop Joseph Aluko at a reconciliation celebration on Wesley 
Day (24 May), anniversary of the spiritual awakening of one of the founders of 
Methodism. Aluko, who led the presidential faction, said ‘the Holy Spirit is 
still at work these days, and this has made reconciliation possible’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.96 

SCOTLAND: EPISCOPALIANS GREET PRESBYTERIANS ON ANNIVERSARY 

This year is the 300th anniversary of the legal shift of church government in 
the established Scottish national church from episcopal to presbyterian. Ina 
message marking the occasion, the General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal 
[Anglican] Church, the small denomination descended from those opposed to the 
change in 1690, sent a message to the [Reformed] Church of Scotland, the large 
denomination descended from those who supported it. It looked forward to a 
day 'when a fully reunited Scottish church will share all that is good in the 
traditions at present existing in separation'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.97 
EL SALVADOR: ECUMENICAL LEADER SENDS MESSAGE OF SUPPORT 
In a message (5 July) to church leaders in El Salvador, General Secretary 
Emilio Castro of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches offered support 
from the ‘international ecumenical community' for the Days of Life and Peace 
campaign there. It is an ecumenical effort to stop violence, and support 
people who are marginalized and disposessed in Salvadoran society. 


EPS 90.07.98 
ECUMENICAL TEAM MEETS EL SALVADOR PRESIDENT 
An ecumenical team sent by the [US] National Council of Churches had a lengthy 
meeting with El Salvador President Alfredo Critiani and other government 
leaders during a visit last month (24-29 June). The nine-member NCC group 
also met church leaders. Its visit was part of a nearly decade-long programme 
of world-wide ecumenical visitation and support coordinated by the World and 
Latin American Councils of Churches, and NCC. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.99 


BOESAK REPORTED TO HAVE RESIGNED 
Reuter news agency reports from Johannesburg that South African theologian 
Allan Boesak has resigned from all church offices, after his wife accused him 
of adultery. The announcement was made (9 July) by their daughter, Pulane. A 
leading opponent of apartheid, Boesak was re-elected last year as president of 
the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches. He has also been a 
leader of his own denomination, the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK). 
[EPS] | 


EPS 90.07.100 
ECUMENICAL MESSAGE ON SRI LANKA 4 
In a message (9 July) to members of the World Council of Churches in Sri 
Lanka, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro expresses ‘profound distress about, 
the resumption and escalation of fighting, the consequent loss of lives, and 
the terrible human suffering'. He offered WCC support for ‘efforts to 
recommence dialogue and negotiations to find peaceful solutions'. Communal 
and political violence has erupted in Sri Lanka for several years. [EPS] 
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. EPS 90.07.101 
ENGLAND: ANGLICANS BACK MEISSEN ACCORD WITH GERMAN EVANGELICALS (Robert Nowell) 


A significant step forward in relations between the [Anglican] Church of 
England and the Evangelical Landeskirchen (the United, Reformed, and Lutheran 
regional churches) in the two Germanys was taken by the CE General Synod 
meeting in York this month (6-10 July). 


The synod endorsed the Meissen Declaration [EPS 89.04.24]. In it, the Church 
of England and the Landeskirchen acknowledge each other as_ churches, 
acknowledge each other's sacraments and ordained ministries, and encourage 
eucharistic sharing and acceptance of each other's ministers. 


However, the declaration does not provide for full interchangeability of. 
ministers, as Anglicans have retained the ‘historic episcopate', while the 
Landeskirchen have not. 


Already approved on the Evangelical side, the declaration returns to the synod 
for final approval at the end of January. This is to be followed by a 
liturgical celebration of the Meissen relationship in Westminster Abbey. 


Introducing the synod debate, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie said, 
"Now that [the East-West] barrier is quickly being demolished [in Europe], we 
must not allow division among Christians to take its place’. He added that 
"Christian leaders and representatives must learn to speak and act together on 
a wider level than the nation state’. 


The synod later debated how to strengthen CE work in continental Europe. It 
currently has one diocese grouping its chaplaincies there. 


Earlier the synod resisted efforts to enlist it in the campaign against fox 
hunting and intensive livestock farming. Instead, it asked the CE Board for 
Social Responsibility to prepare a statement on Christian stewardship in 
relation to the whole of creation, so as to challenge government, church, and 
people in general to engage in a critical review of human responsibility to 
the living environment. 


A proposal to allow deacons (and thus women) to be appointed team vicars was 
lost when the bishops divided 10-10. It was carried by both clergy and laity. 


The synod reversed its decision of last February and extended till 2000 
authorization to use forms of marriage and funeral services which use the 
language of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer, but which leave out some of its 
views. Omitted, for example, is the reference to 'men's carnal lusts and 
appetites’, and the description of marriage as being ‘ordained for a remedy 
against sin, and to avoid fornication’. The burial service includes three 
brief optional prayers for the dead, which a synod majority found 
objectionable in February. 


In a debate on progress in implementing the controversial 1985 report Faith in 
the City, Runcie attacked the 'false impression' that the church is locked 
permanently in combat with the government on the issue of urban poverty and 
deprivation. 


However, he went on to criticize the market economy and to recall the 'serious 
areas of deprivation' that remain despite increasing prosperity ‘and which, 
Particularly at the level of the provision of services, in matters of 
education, health, and benefits, have even got worse'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.102 
ECUTEXT: Universal Declaration of Human Obligations Towards Nature ) 


[This is excerpted from a report by an international, ecumenical consultation 


last May in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) (EPS 90.07.05).] 


... The world is well aware of the existence of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. We are of the opinion that rights have to be complemented by 
duties and obligations. Therefore, we propose to the participants in the 
Seventh Assembly of the WCC [next February in Canberra, the federal capital of 


Australia] that they support the initiative to draw up and implement a 


Universal Declaration of Human Obligations Towards Nature. 


Such a universal declaration would acknowledge that human beings are part of 


creation as a whole and that they have an obligation to be instruments of © 


God's design for creation. 


Without going into detail regarding the format and shape of such a universal 


declaration, we would like to share with you some suggestions which emerged | 


from our deliberations regarding this idea. 
A Universal Declaration of Human Obligations towards Nature would require: 


(a) Public regulation at different levels of decision-making regarding 
ecological effects of human behaviour: 


- at the international level the United Nations system regarding 
environmental policies and regulations has to be enhanced and strengthened; 


— at regional level, economic and ecological policies have to be 


integrated in order to stop and reverse further ecological destructions; 


(b) Judicial mechanisms for the implementation of human obligations towards 
nature, based on accountability of all actors; 


(c) Participation in decision-making of those most affected by environmental 
destruction. 


Regarding the content of such a universal declaration, we suggest the | 


following items: 


(a) The expert group on environmental law of the World Commission on 


Environment and Development has suggested a set of legal principles and 


recommendations regarding environmental protection and sustainable 
development. These legal principles and recommendations should be adopted as 
a minimum action required to stop further environmental degradation and 
destruction. 


(b) The universal declaration should contain a section which addresses the 
obligations of industrial and agricultural producers of goods and services, 
with special reference to global corporations. 


(c) A third section should address responsibilities and obligations of 
consumers regarding the environmental effects of their behaviour. ... [EPS] 


| 


; 
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EPS 90.07.103 
ECUTEXT: Christian Peace Conference Assesses its Successes and Failures 


[This is excerpted from a statement released after the meeting last month of 
the Working Committee of the Christian Peace Conference (EPS 90.07.35).] 


--. The global panorama of our days point out to us that as a consequence of 
the crisis of the central European countries, the principal confrontation is 
no longer between the East and the West, but rather between the North and 
South. Actually, the present phase of the development of world capitalism has 
begun its offensive through the internationalization of financial capital and 
the expansion of transnational companies. 


This provokes among other things the effects of economic colonization better 
known as the foreign debt and the appropriation of the natural resources of 
the South for the exclusive benefit of the Northern countries financing their 
development and opulence. The underdevelopment and the growing misery of the 
South are the historic price paid by the Third World, thus permitting the well- 
being or luxury of the rich North. 


To maintain this inhuman and anti-gospel situation, the peoples of the North 
search for ways to associate themselves and build a new wall, not in Berlin, 
but rather between the North and the South. Today there exist in the North 
barricades against all migration from the South. 


The Northern countries sell weapons to the armed forces and police of the 
Southern countries in order to repress the people of the South. This accents 
the unjust international commercial relationship which attempts to convert the 
Third World into the garbage dump of the North. 


In the wake of the changes in eastern and central Europe, a united Germany is 
being established once more. This represents for many people the fulfilment 
of long-cherished hopes such as the opening of the borders and ease of 
communication between people in the GDR and the FRC [East and West Germany]. 


On the other hand, many people in the neighbouring countries which were 
invaded and occupied by Hitler's Wehrmacht 50 years ago, look on with 
apprehension as the economic and political hegemony of Germany grows in the 
heart of Europe. 


A new German chauvinism is threatening to emerge, which may perhaps once again 
Make Germany a factor of international insecurity. 


The military alliance of the Warsaw Pact states is in the process of changing 
into a political alliance oriented towards a united Europe. NATO, on the 
Other hand, may be strengthened by the membership of a united Germany and so 
become a greater risk to the security of the USSR. 


This could hinder the process of restructuring which has been started in that 
country. Solutions which are acceptable to all sides can only be brought 
about by institutionalizing the confidence-building measures of the CSCE [= 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe] Helsinki process. 


In assessing the future role of the CPC we are obliged to review our past, so 
that we can learn from its positive aspects as well as from its failures. We 
will try to reflect upon this from a historical perspective and in the context 
of the time and the social situation in which the events took place. [over] 


cpc/2 


In its pioneering ecumenical peace work, the CPC formed one of the first 
bridges between the East and West during the Cold War. It was one of the first 
voices to be heard calling for disarmament and the abolition of nuclear 
weapons. 


The relationship between the causes of wars and conflicts and unjust economic 
and social orders was emphasized in clear prophetic statements, which met with 
a considerable response in the poor and oppressed countries of the Two Thirds. 
World. Striving for greater understanding in a divided world, the CPC 
provided a forum for dialogue between people coming from different areas, 
ideologies and faiths. 


Even if the CPC devoted considerable attention to specific political 
situations in the world, especially to open conflicts, it always tried to base 
its work on biblical and theological assumptions and studies. Its work was > 
an important contribution to the concept of ‘shalom', to global peace with 
justice. 


The fact that the CPC was founded in the socialist world with representatives 
of the West influenced its uncritical view of developments in socialist 
countries. In the midst of a very complex situation, it is deceptively easy 
to judge with hindsight those who acted under restraints we cannot understand. 


It is however now clear that those within the CPC who spoke out against the 
invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968, were in fact right and that we must now - 
recognize this and freely tell them so and invite them for future cooperation. | 
Some CPC members were at this time subjected to pressure from state 
authorities. . 
We acknowledge the complicated situation of the churches in socialist | 
countries which tried to bring a positive Christian message into the divided 
world and initiated the way to the dialogue with their authorities. We 
recognize the difficult situation our movement was in at that time, which we 
cannot easily judge. 


We do not, however, believe that these mistakes prevented the CPC from 
developing its distinctive and unique contribution to peace and to justice | 
throughout the world. 


In the struggle against anti-communism, the CPC was sometimes too one-sided. | 


In taking up a stand for the social and economic rights of the poor, oppressed, | 
and marginalized, the CPC paid little attention to individual rights in 
socialist countries. 


Ecological problems, too, did not figure on the CPC's agenda until far too | 
late. 


We were not dynamic enough in changing our ways and methods of working to 
reflect the fast-moving changes in the world in recent times. 


No human institution or movement is always right. The CPC, conscious of 
God's call in the kairos of today, grateful for the positive work which it was) 
possible to do during the difficult period of divisions and tensions, and 
endeavouring to learn from its past mistakes, wishes to take up the new 
challenge of contributing to the solution of the grave problems of injustice, 
hunger, and the destruction of creation, which are now more complex and 
threatening than at any previous stage of history. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.08.87 is the 87th item 
appearing in August 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 
Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 
275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): July 30 (Monday); August 8, 15 
(Wednesdays) & 27 (Monday); September 5 & 19 (Wednesdays); October 1,' 15, 
23, 29 (Mondays). EPS appears about 42 times a year. 


In EPS 90.07.98 the name of the El Salvador President should read Alfredo 
Cristiani (and not Critiani). 


Land of the Spirit? The Australian Religious Experience by Muriel Porter, 
#44 in the Risk book series, is part of the preparatory material for the WCC 
Seventh Assembly, next February in Australia. It costs 11.90 Swiss francs, 
10.95 Australian dollars, 7.95 US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds, from WCC 
Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Information about World Days of Prayer for Human Rights, 7-10 December, is 
available from the Freedom, Justice, and Peace Society, 150 Werimus Lane, 
Hillsdale NJ 07642 USA. 


The Galilee Society for Health Research and Services (Box 92, Rama 30055, 

Israel) has information about its international conference, Health for 
Minorities by the Year 2000 - Closing the Gap, set for 3-6 April in 
Nazareth. -YWCA Week of Prayer and World Fellowship. Information is 

available from 37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva 


Rights of Future Generations - Rights of Nature: Proposals for Enlarging the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights edited by Lukas Vischer is available as 
#19 in the Studies series from the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2). 


The ecumenical magazine Christianity and Crisis is looking for a managing 
editor. Contact the search committee at 537 West 121 St, New York NY 10027 | 
USA. | 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


review (2 July) of emergency cases in May and June 

situation report #8 (27 June) on drought, war, and famine in Ethiopia 
situation report #1 (19 June) on Mozambican refugees in South Africa 
situation report #2 (19 June) on rural rehabilitation in Uganda 
situation report #1 (15 June) on the 1990 cyclone in India 


Also available is an update (31 May) on the Ecumenical Coordination Office 
for Emergencies and Rehabilitation in Southern Africa. 
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. EPS 90.07.104 
AUSTRALIA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL ACTS ON ABORIGINALS, YOUTH, DEFENCE, CAMBODIA 


The General Meeting of the Australian Council of Churches (Adelaide, 30 June-3 
July) dealt with a range of issues, including Aboriginals, youth, Cambodia, 
and Australian defence policy. 


The meeting resolved to continue to lobby governments for land rights for 
Aboriginals, and to press for more effective and balanced teaching about 
Aboriginal history and issues in Australian schools. 


It asked ACC members to make it possible for Aboriginals to be represented at 
forums such as the World Health and International Labour Organisations. 


It also decided to add two Aboriginals or Islanders to each of the seven ACC 
commissions, and to its executive committee. 


The meeting declared the Sunday of National Aboriginal and Islander Week, 
marked each September, as Aboriginal and Islander Sunday. It urged ACC 
members to hold anti-racism workshops for the community. 


(Aboriginals and Islanders are descendants of the people who lived in 
Australia before Europeans arrived two centuries ago. They account for about 
one percent of the Australian population of 16.8 million.) 


In other action, the CCA has set up a task force to link various Christian 
youth movements. The group is also to try to increase the impact of 
‘ecumenically committed’ young people on the ecumenical movement in Australia. 


Announced at the meeting was a programme to link Australian Christians with 
Cambodians through prayer, advocacy, and financial help. It is seeking people 
to be 'peace builders' via a minimum monthly contribution of 10 Australian 
dollars to support a range of projects, mostly in education and health. 


Said Adelaide Anglican Archbishop Keith Rayner of Adelaide of the effort: 'We 
have consistently argued for a quick response to meet the emergency needs of 
refugees. But we must have long-term compassion which involves rebuilding 
Cambodia's stability so people won't feel the need to leave.' 


Also presented at the meeting was Whither Australia, a 120-page report from 
the ACC Commission on International Affairs. 


It speaks of disquiet ‘in relation to the military, the acquisition of mlitary 
equipment, the involvement of industry in manufacturing military material, and 
the growing export trade on that material.’ 


The meeting asked the ACC Executive Committee to evaluate the report. 


Also discussed at the meeting, and endorsed, was an interim report, From 
Cooperation to Commitment. It projects a successor to ACC which would include 
Roman Catholic participation [EPS 90.07.48]. 


Edward Cardinal Clancy, Roman Catholic archbishop of Sydney, and president of 
the conference of Australian Roman Catholic bishops, said ‘unstructured 
relationships have progressed to the point where a structured body is called 
-for'. He predicted that agreement on a successor body could be announced in 
1992. The bishops endorsed the interim report last May. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.105 
ADVENTISTS NOT TO ORDAIN WOMEN; APPEAL ON WEAPONS, DRUGS, ENVIRONMENT, AIDS 


Meeting in Indianapolis (Indiana/USA) during this month, the 55th Seventh-day 
Adventist General Conference voted overwhelmingly not to ordain women. It 
also issued appeals on assault weapons, drugs, Aids, and the environment. 


By a 1173-377 vote, the conference declined to recommend that women be 
ordained to the ‘gospel ministry’. Most support for such ordinations came 
from North Americans. (In some North American congregations, women are 
currently ordained deacons and elders.) An SdA study found that ordaining 
women to the ‘gospel ministry' is very unpopular among Adventists outside 
North America, and that a vote to ordain could cause a split in the movement. 


In other action, the conference called for strict control over the sale of 
automatic and semi-automatic assault weapons throughout the world. 
(Adventists are conscientiously opposed to bearing arms.) 


During a panel discussion, SdA President Robert Folkenberg urged a crusade 
against tobacco smoking, especially against the expansion of the tobacco 
market in developing countries. Roy Branson, a senior research fellow at the 
Kennedy Institute of Ethics at Georgetown University in Washington called the 
war on tobacco ‘a clear-cut case of the battle between good and evil'. The 
conference leadership issued a statement on ‘chemical use, abuse, and 
dependency', noting historic SdA calls for ‘total abstinence from that which 
is injurious, and the careful and judicious use of that which is good'. It 
spoke of 'redoubling' SdA efforts to fight chemical and drug abuse. 


Another statement urged ‘appropriate measures' to ‘ensure the safety and well 
being of an environment on the brink of disaster'. - It said the environmental 
crisis as 'not simply economic and political’, but also ‘moral and spiritual'. 


In another text, the conference called for a ‘personal, compassionate, 
helpful, and redemptive' response to Aids. The Aids text says ‘biblical 
sexuality clearly limits sexual relations to one's spouse, and excludes 
promiscuous and all other sexual relationships'. (Intimate sexual contact is 
one major way in which the Aids virus is spread.) 


A score of official ecumenical representatives attended the conference. On 
behalf of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, Thomas Murphy 
described the conference as part of an effort to ‘find ways to labour 
effectively in the quest for Christian unity'. Retired LWF General Secretary 
Carl Mau noted Lutheran-Adventist cooperation on religious-liberty issues, 
‘where you have done some important pioneering work', and the SdA ‘holistic 
understanding of the gospel, which has led to your strong emphasis on the 
whole person'. He urged Adventists to ‘engage your Christian brothers and 
sisters of other traditions more than you are now doing. Frankly, the 
Christian community needs your witness, and I believe you also need the 
witness of other Christian communities.' 


During a conference sermon, SdA World Secretary G. Ralph Thompson said the 
Bible ‘traces man's origin not to a line of developing germs and molluscs and 
quadrupeds, but to the great creator, God'. He described the Bible as 'the 
divine human book, a book from heaven given through men to men'. 


The 6.2-million-member denomination is based near Washington, but has 4 
presence in most countries in the world. It emerged as a distinct Christian 
tradition in the United States in the mid-19th century. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.1006 

USA: TWO SMALL PRESBYTERIAN BODIES MOVING TOWARDS UNITY 

The mostly white Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the mostly black Second 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church took steps towards unity at a joint meeting in 
Fort Worth (Texas) last month. The new CPC moderator, Thomas Campbell, is a 
strong supporter of reunion. Between them, CPC and SCPC have about 100 000 
members. In the 19th-century doctrinal debates which led to the formation of 
Cumberland Presbyterianism, it favoured a less rigorous interpretation of 
confessional writings about who could be saved through Christ. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.107 
USA: SUPPORT FOR EMBATTLED BAPTIST JOURNALISTS : 
Editors of Baptist state newspapers and leaders of Associated Church Press, 
which groups nearly 200 Christian publications in North America, have appealed 
-to leaders of the Southern Baptist Convention on behalf of Director Al 
Shackleford and News Editor Dan Martin of Baptist Press, the SBC news 
service. The SBC Executive Committee was scheduled to meet this month (a7 
July) to vote on whether to fire the pair. Several major SBC leaders say BP 
does not report fairly on the long-running theological-political disagreements 
in the largest Baptist church body in the world. Says committee member David 
Hankins, 'We should get the best qualified people to work at Baptist Press ... 
and inform our people in a positive way. If it doesn't help us, why do it?' 
Martin says BP has been told by committee officers not to carry any more 
stories on the matter. Meeting in Dallas, the newspaper editors voted 22-1 to 
commend Shackleford and Martin. They also considered an informal network to 
exchange news if they decide BP is unreliable. And in a letter to SBC 
President Morris Chapman, the ACP president and general secretary say firing 

the pair would harm 'the credibility of religious journalism’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.108 

USA: TWO ROMAN CATHOLICS EXCOMMUNICATED OVER ABORTION 

Rene Gracida, the Roman Catholic diocesan bishop of Corpus Christi, in the US 
State of Texas, has told Rachel Vargas, the director of an abortion clinic, 
and a physician, Eduardo Aquino, that they have been excommunicated because of 
their involvement with abortions. Another clinic director, Elva Bustamante, 
Says she has received two warnings about possible excommunications. After the 
excommunications became public, the diocesan office said the bishop is 'very 
disappointed that correspondence that was intended to be personal and private 
was released to the news media'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.109 
USA: ECUMENICAL 'BLACK FAMILY MINISTRY PROJECT' 
The [US] National Council of Churches has received a grant for 100 000 US 
dollars from the Lilly Endowment to help black congregations minister to 
families. Eight denominations are involved in the Black Family Ministry 
Project - four Methodist (UMC, AME, AMEZ, CME), Baptist (ABC), Reformed 
(PCUSA), Disciples, and Lutheran (ELCA). [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.110 

IRISH METHODISTS BACK NORTHERN IRELAND INITIATIVE 

Meeting in Belfast, the Irish Methodist Conference congratulated the UK 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Peter Brooke, for his efforts to 
break the political deadlock in the UK province between Supporters of 
continued ties with Britain, and advocates of unity with the Republic of 
Ireland. It urged Northern Irish political leaders to continue cooperation 
with him. The new Irish Methodist president is Superintendent William 
Buchanan of the North Belfast Mission. His successor as president next year 
is to be Chairman Winston Good of the Portadown District. [EPS] 
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: EPS 90.07.111 
BRITISH METHODISTS TO STUDY REPORT ON UNBORN 

Besides its actions on a sexuality report and possible union with the United 
Reformed Church [EPS 90.07.41], the British Methodist Conference in Cardiff 
last month also commended for church study a report on the unborn, affirming 
that from conception onward they are part of the human community, but 
rejecting the notion that they have an absolute right to life. It also 
affirmed a desire for links with the four Methodist conferences which cover 
most of Europe. (These conferences are part of the US-based United Methodist 
Church, the largest Methodist denomination in the world.) The new conference 
president is General Secretary Donald English of the British Methodist Home 
Mission Division. His successor as president next year is to be Chairman 
Ronald W.C. Hoar of the Manchester and Stockport District. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.112 

AUSTRALIA: CHURCH COMMITTEE DEADLOCK ON GAY STAFF MEMBER 

Earlier this year, Simon Moglia, a Uniting Church in Australia youth worker, 
was profiled in a UCA synod newspaper. He said there that an important part 
of his faith journey involved coming to terms with his homosexuality. 
Employed by a UCA congregation in Adelaide, he is also secretary of a UCA 
synod committee responsible for ministry with children and youth. After the 
profile appeared, the synod Standing Committee was asked to decide whether it 
is appropriate for Moglia to continue in such posts. The Standing Committee 
has now reported it cannot ‘confidently discern the will of God on the issue'. 
It urged UCA members and bodies 'in humility and openness, to continue to seek 
the will of God on this issue with prayer and sensitivity’. Without a 
committee decision to remove him - which required a 75 percent majority - 
Moglia remains at his posts. 'I appreciate the strength with which many 
opinions are held', he said, ‘and affirm the willigness of those involved to 
struggle with a contentious issue while retaining unity of purpose'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.113 
TRADE UNION URGED FOR EAST GERMAN CHURCH WORKERS 
The Association of Church Workers in the North Elbian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church [in West Germany] says the approximately 18 000 church employees in 
East Germany should set up branches of the West German Association of Church 
Workers, which has about 12 000 members, including sextons, organists, 
labourers, and office personnel. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.114 

USSR: LAW ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY GETS FIRST PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION 

The Supreme Soviet, the national parliament of the Soviet Union, has given 
positive preliminary consideration to a long-projected revision of the Soviet 
law on religion. However, the law is expected to undergo some revisions 
before final passage. Some church leaders have expressed unhappiness with 
parts of it, as they relate the legal rights of the church as an organisation, 
and limitations on the spread of religious literature. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.115 

FRANCE: LUTHERAN-REFORMED COUNCIL MEETS 

The French Lutheran-Reformed Permanent Council (CPLR) met last month (22 June) 
in Strasbourg. On the agenda were joint catechetical (teaching) material, a 
possible French Lutheran-Reformed accord with the [Anglican] Church of England 
paralleling the Meissen Statement between English Anglicans and _ the 
Evangelical (Lutheran, Reformed, and United) Landeskirchen (regional churches) 
in the two Germanys, and the meaning today of the affirmation in a 16th- 
century Lutheran confession of faith that Christians can, without sin, lead or 
otherwise participate in 'just wars'. [EPS] 
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FRANCE: RC-BAPTIST COMMITTEE MEETS 
The French Roman Catholic-Baptist joint committee met last month (21 June) in 
Paris and considered similarities and differences in the approach to mission 
of the two traditions. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.117 
SWITZERLAND: PARISH DECLINES VOTING RIGHTS FOR FOREIGNERS 
By a vote of 786-549 this month, members of the Roman Catholic parish of 
Cham-Hinenberg in the Swiss canton of Zug rejected a proposal that would have 
given foreigners who pay the Roman Catholic church tax the right to vote on 
parish questions. Supporters of the defeated proposal say it lost because of 
a growing anti-foreign spirit in Switzerland. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.118 

NIGERIA: PRESIDENT WARNS ABOUT 'PROVOCATIVE STATEMENTS ' 

In a statement marking the Islamic feast of Eid Al-Adha this month, Nigerian 
President Ibrahim Babangida has warned unnamed religious leaders against 
"provocative, and indeed, irreligious statements which can lead to the 
breakdown of law and order'. He said some religious leaders ‘continue to 
create the impression that all is not well with our dear country’. 
Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service says the remarks were aimed at 
Christian leaders. Though the figures are disputed, Christians and Muslims in 
roughly equal numbers account for almost all the Nigerian population of around 
120 million. Interreligious tension has resulted in violence several times in 
recent years. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.119 

ECUMENICAL APPEAL ON SRI LANKA CONFLICT 

Expressing 'grave concern', Klaus Poser, the director for inter-church aid at 
the World Council of Churches has issued an appeal for 375 000 US dollars to 
help respond to needs in the wake of the ongoing ethnic conflict in Sri 
Lanka. He notes that the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka, the Jaffna 
diocese of the [United] Church of South India, and the Methodist Church in Sri 
Lanka are heavily involved in efforts to help the tens or even hundreds of 
thousands wounded or displaced because of the fighting. The population of Sri 
Lanka is about 17 million. Buddhism is the religion of about 70 percent. Of 
the other 30 percent, half are Hindus, a quarter each are Muslims and 
Christians. Roughly three fourths of the population is Sinhalese, roughly one 
sixth Tamil. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.120 

FIRST WOMAN TO HEAD AN ANGLICAN DIOCESE CONSECRATED 

Penelope. Jamieson, the first woman to head an Anglican diocese [EPS 89.12.09], 
was consecrated on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul (29 June) as bishop of 
Dunedin, in southern New Zealand. Presiding was the Anglican archbishop of 
New Zealand, Brian Davis. Whakahuihui Vercoe, the Anglican bishop for Maoris 
in New Zealand, did not attend. He said Maoris, descendants of the pre- 
European inhabitants of the country, are generally not ready to accept 
episcopal leadership from a woman. However, a notable number of Maoris did 
attend. Also absent was Jamieson's Roman Catholic counterpart in Dunedin, 
Leonard Boyle, though Jamieson reportedly had expected him to be there. Roman 
Catholics in favour of the ordination of women did attend; the official Roman 
Catholic position is that the ordination of women as bishops is an obstacle to 
Progress toward Christian unity. Jamieson is the second woman consecrated an 
Anglican bishop. The first, Barbara Harris [EPS 89.02.26], also attended. 
She is a suffragan (associate) bishop in the Diocese of [Eastern] 
Massachusetts in the US Episcopal Church. [EPS] 
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GERMANY: BISHOPS CALL FOR WESTERNERS TO SHARE WITH THOSE IN EAST 

The heads of the conferences of Evangelical (Reformed, Lutheran, United) and 
Roman Catholic leaders in the two Germanys say ‘those who consider the present 
financial contributions of West Germany to the people of the DDR _ [East 
Germany] too high are speaking thoughtlessly. Those in the West who have had 
the easier assignment for “40 years ought not say no to being part of an 
equalization process' as the two Germanys unite after four decades apart. The 
statement was signed by Bishops Martin Kruse (Berlin), Christoph Demke 
(Magdeburg), Georg Sterzinsky (Berlin) and Karl Lehmann (Mainz). [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.122 

NEW THEMES SET FOR FRONTIER INTERNSHIPS IN MISSION 

Following its meeting in Geneva this month (1-7 July), the International 
Coordinating Committee of the Frontier Internships in Mission programme 
announced the themes of its three-year internships for the next period - the 
'‘political-economic crisis and the search for God's justice', ‘plurality and 
identity', and ‘religious resurgence and the crisis of modernity’. FIM 
arranges about 20 internships a year. The committee reaffirmed a priority on 
internships connected with the Asia/Pacific, African, and Latin American 
regions, and which witness to God's mission at society's margins. Also at the 
meeting, it specially recognised the hundreds of people who have been FIM 
interns since the ecumenical programme began three decades ago. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.123 
MIDDLE EAST: ECUMENICAL LEADERS MEET 
The Executive Committee of the Middle East Council of Churches met in Limassol 
(Cyprus) this month (9-12 July). MECC membership includes church bodies which 
account for almost all of the estimated 14 million Christians in the region. 
Among items on the committee agenda were Christian emigration from the region, 
interfaith issues, and the situation in several parts of the region. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.124 
METHODISTS RANK SIX CHURCH, WORLD ISSUES 
Asked by the World Methodist Council fo rank two church and four world issues, 
Methodists in 67 denominations around the world gave the highest priority to 
‘lack of belief in God as sustainer of daily life' (a score of 4.57), and 
lowest to 'misuse of earth's resources' (2.82). The other issues, in order of 
ranking, were ‘starvation and poverty' (3.97), ‘discrimination, exploitation 
or oppression based on race, sex, age, economic class, religion, ethnic or 
national origins' (3.30), ‘lack of sense of holiness' (3.23), and ‘wars and. 
arms races (conventional and nuclear)' (3.10). [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.125 
LIBERIA: ECUMENICAL STUDENTS EVACUATED 
The 25 students sponsored by the All African Conference and World Council of 
Churches for study in Liberia were evacuated to Ivory Coast during the 
Liberian civil war. Most of the students (from Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, and | 
Burundi) are expected to continue their studies in Ghana and Zaire. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.126 
LESOTHO: CHURCH HEADS HAVE 'RESERVATIONS' ABOUT PLANNED ASSEMBLY : 
The newsletter of the Christian Council of Lesotho reports that Lesotho church 
heads have ‘reservations' about the new Constituent Assembly being planned for | 
the country by the military government, which took power in January 1986. | 
According to the newsletter, there is 'widespread feeling among the churches’ 
that the projected assembly will be ‘undemocratic, because its membership does 
not stem from the people'. [EPS] 
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CEVAA COUNCIL MEETS 

The council of CEVAA, a grouping of mainly French-speaking Reformed and 
related denominations around the world, met in Seegen (Argau/Switzerland) last 
month (16-25 June). Among other things, it ended the suspension of the 
membership of the Evangelical Church of Gabon. The denomination was suspended 
in 1984, because of internal divisions, which were ended last year. 
Approaching its 20th anniversary, the council also considered an evaluation of 
CEVAA and proposals for new directions in the years to come. It also 
expressed support for efforts to improve communication possibilities in the 
French-speaking part of the church in Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.128 
AUSTRALIA: PRIME MINISTER BLASTS ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOP 
Last month in Canberra, Anglican Archbishop Peter Hollingworth of Brisbane, 
accompanied by 100 school children, was formally delivering more than 26 000 
postcards urging more government action on child poverty, to Australian Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke. Part of the text on the cards says politicians would only 


act on the issue ‘if they feel they have to - at election Cine > Tor 
instance’. Hawke called that an ‘untrue, un-Christian, bloody' statement. 
"You ought to be ashamed of yourself', he told Hollingworth. "Bloody 


disgraceful, and I'm going to say so.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.129 

SALVATION ARMY DISTINGUISHING ITS BRITISH AND INTERNATIONAL WORK 

Till now, the British Isles have not been a separate Salvation Army territory, 
as is the case for the territories which cover the rest of the world. 
However, as a result of new arrangements taking full effect next February, the 
Salvation Army International Headquarters, in London, will be clearly distinct 
from the new SA United Kingdom Territory (which will also oversee work in the 
Republic of Ireland, the Channel Islands, and the Isle of Man). Commenting on 
the change, SA General Eva Burrows says 'Salvationists in other parts of the 
world have long felt that IHQ was too much tied up with what happened in 
Britain’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.130 

BOESAK REPORTED CONSIDERING RETURN TO CHURCH POSTS 

Associated Press reports (15 July) that the lawyer of South African Reformed 
theologian Allan Boesak says that during a three-week leave of absence Boesak 
will reconsider his decision to resign his church posts. Boesak, prominent in 
the struggle against apartheid in South Africa, resigned earlier this month 
after public reports that he was having an affair with a married woman [EPS 
90.07.99]. AP quoted church officials in Bellville, near Cape Town, as saying 
they 'would be grateful' if Boesak decides to return. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.131 

APPEAL TO CHURCH LEADERS ON RWANDA 

The Association of Rwandans in Switzerland has asked Pope John Paul to urge 
changes in the political and social system in Rwanda. He plans a visit to the 
Small central African country in September. In a letter sent to the pope, 
World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro, and other church 
and political leaders, the group described Rwanda as a country where ethnic 
and regional discrimination has been institutionalised. It noted that two 
Million Rwandese - the country has a population of about 10 million — live 
Outside the country. About 75 percent of the poulation is counted as 
Christian, most of them Roman Catholic. The group says the position of the 
church there on these issues has at best been ‘ambiguous’. [EPS] 
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FRANCE: PROTESTANT COUNCIL CONSIDERS BAPTISM 
Meeting last month (23-24 June) at Ingwiller, the council of the Protestant 
Federation of France considered a draft text on various baptismal practices 
among federation members, which include Lutherans, Reformed, and Baptists. It 
also reviewed a text on church-state relations, and plans for the next General 
Assembly of [French] Protestantism, in Lille 1-3 November 1991. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.133 

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OFFERS HELP WITH PEACE IN SRI LANKA 

In a letter (13 July) to Sri Lankan President R. Premadasa, General Secretary 
Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches says the WCC, ‘in cooperation 
with the churches in Sri Lanka', is ‘ready to render any possible assistance 
to promote processes for peace-making'. Castro expressed 'profound distress 
about the resumption and escalation of [ethnic and political] fighting in Sri 
Lanka, the consequent loss of lives, and the terrible human suffering'. About 
17 million people live in Sri Lanka. Of the 30 percent who are not Buddhists, 
Hindus are about half, Muslims and Christians about a quarter each. About 
three quarters are ethnic Sinhalese, about 18 percent Tamil. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.134 
CASTRO OF WCC VISITS CHILE 
General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches visited Chile 
this month (14-18 July). Government officials and others thanked him for WCC 
support for human rights, notably during more than a decade-and-a-half of 
military rule in Chile, only recently ended. During a meeting with people 
from church and human-rights, efforts to bring to light human-rights crimes, 
and the issue of amnesty for those who committed them, were discussed. Castro 
also met with representatives of groups of workers, campesinos (peasants) and 
indigenous people. Preaching in Santiago, Castro said the church must ever . 
proclaim that reconciliation is possible, but it must also include a 
commitment to truth, and to victims of injustice. [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.135 
USA: SOUTHERN BAPTISTS SAID 'VERY RITUALISTIC' IN WORSHIP | 
An educator told Southern Baptists at a Church Music Leadership Conference in 
Glorieta (New Mexico/USA) that ‘without planning it or expecting it, Southern | 
Baptists have become very ritualistic, tradition bound' in worship. Jeri 
Graham, artist in residence at Oklahoma Baptist University, said virtually all 
SBC congregations use the same order of worship Sunday after Sunday, sometimes | 
adding an observance of baptism or the Lord's Supper. The Southern Baptist | 


Convention is the largest Baptist denomination in the world. [EPS] } 


i 
EPS 90.07.136 | 
USA: ANGLICANS MEETING ON WORKING CLASS MINISTRY ; 
A US Anglican conference on ‘working class ministry' is to take place 6-8 
September in Indianapolis (Indiana/USA). It is to include several workshops | 
to provide skills, information, and models for people involved in ministry in 
working-class congregations. [EPS] 


| 
EPS 90.07.137 _ 
CANADA: CHURCH LEADER WARNS ON SUNDAY WORK | 
In a letter to Attorney General Ian Scott of the Canadian province of Ontario, | 
Moderator Sang Chul Lee of the United Church of Canada has urged ca | 
provincial law be used to 'protect ... employees who want to spend time with 
their families, their friends, and their faith communities without risk to) 
their jobs'. Lee wrote Scott after United Church store owner Scott Jacks 


asked for church support for his stand against Sunday trading. [EPS] ) 
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ECUVIEW: The Status Quo in Israel/Palestine (Ghassan Rubeiz) 


[Rubeiz is interchurch aid secretary for the Middle East at the World Council 
of Churches in Geneva. This is excerpted from-a longer presentation. Intifada 
is the Arabic name for the Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation.] 


--- The ‘status quo' in the Occupied Territories ... may look painfully 
unchangeable. The news may appear monotonous, but there is a hidden current of 
slow change which could lead to escalation of violence at any time. There has 
been a major Arab-Israeli war every decade since the establishment of the 
State of Israel in 1948. There is fear of unpredictable change, and every 
side manoeuvres to direct the course of events according to its wishes or 
dreams. 


Both sides have been, so far, powerful enough to arrest rapid change. The 
Israelis have the advantage of force and the Palestinians have communal unity, 
determination and nearly world consensus, regarding the question of exchange 
of land for peace. 


This tight tug-of-war situation in the Occupied Territories is accompanied by 
existential fear on both sides. One side, the Israeli, is afraid of 
extermination, and the other, the Palestinian, is afraid of expulsion and war 
massacres. 


The Palestinians have in recent years recognized the Holocaust fear of the 
Jews and moved politically and morally to address this fear. Since the 
intifada, the Palestinians have acknowledged the existence of Israel, 
renounced violence, and declared their state in a restricted area of land. 


The Palestinians have even adopted some elements of the Israeli culture. 
There may be currently more commonalities of behavioural ‘patterns among 
educated Palestinians and Israelis in the Holy Land than there are among 
Palestinians and other Arabs. 


The Israelis have not made a psychological move towards reconciliation with 
Palestinian nationhood. The Israelis have not yet come to see the point for 
reciprocation with the Palestinians because they see them first as Arabs and 
then as Palestinians. The fact is that Palestinians are first Palestinians 
and secondarily Arabs. 


If Israelis offer their support for Palestinians, a new democratic momentum 
may enter the region. The stabilizing of two neighbouring democratic states 
would increase the chance for the formation of others, firstly Lebanon and 
next Jordan, and so on. 


Is the intifada a moral challenge for Israeli/Palestinian future partnership? 
Is it a stimulus for moderation of both sides, is it a force of realism in 
search for peace? 


Regardless of their political or military power, the Israelis are wise to be 
cautious and 'defensive' in their planning for the future in the region. They 
are a minority in a region which is largely Arab and Muslim. The Israelis 
have not yet normalized their presence in the region, despite their phenomenal 
Success on the battle front and economically. The following basic question 
remains, haunting the Israeli people in the region: what kind of presence is 
likely to build lasting security for the future generations? [over] 
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So far, the Israelis have insisted that force is their best strategy of 
defence in a ‘hostile' Arab world around them. And until recently, the Arabs 
have responded in the same pattern. The result has been a series of disastrous 
wars, continued tension and accumulation of dangerous weapons, all in the name 
of security. 


With the coming of the intifada, (which proposes peace through the two-state 
solution), a new language of security is being born, the language of 
live-and-let-live. The Israelis are being offered an alternative defence 
model. This new model is defence through making good neighbours rather than 
defence through erecting of ‘'walls'. 


The Israeli government refers to the Occupied Territories as strategic land to 
defend Israel from expected wars of the surrounding states. Land seems more 
important than people for the Israeli current regime. To the Israeli 
government it is secondary that there are 1.5 million Palestinian residents in 
the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Gaza. The strategy for building security 
first through force has not been sufficiently questioned by the current 
political leaders of Israel. 


In 1975, the Maronites, as a leading minority of Christians, had to deal with 
a similar question as they faced their angry neighbouring communities in 
Lebanon. Unfortunately, the Maronite leaders thought of their future presence 
in terms of ‘walls' rather than in terms of neighbours. They militarized, 
occupied land and built external alliance in Israel with Sharon, who shared 
their philosophy of defence through might-building. 


The Maronite leaders have lost their battle and they have cost the Christians 
of Lebanon and of the region dearly. Israel learned a half-lesson in 1982-1983 
events, by partially withdrawing and reducing its interference in Lebanese 
politics. But the moral of 1982 has not been totally absorbed by the Christian 
military leaders of Lebanon and the militant leaders of Israel. 


It is not the author's point that the Arab states have been fair and wise in 
their relations with Israel and Lebanon. But, the principle of reaching peace 
through making-neighbours remains valid, even more so in a region which is 
generally ruled by inconsistent political regimes. 


As the world, in its different corners, such as in Eastern Europe, South 
Africa and Central America, shows increased relaxation and, as the superpowers 
come to closer understanding of one another, the Middle East remains in a 
relative stage of a political cramp. With concern, we observe the region and 
see there is currently no urgency for a settlement of a Palestinian question 
soon. 


The human cost of the intifada is becoming unbearable: 800 killed, 50 000 
injured, 50 000 imprisoned in 30 months, for a population of 1.5 million. This 
means every other Palestinian family in the Occupied Territories has ‘offered' 
a member to the clinic, the prison, or the cemetery. 


The Israeli/Palestinian conflict continues to be the sore point which affects 
the whole political situation of the region negatively. The building of arms 
in the region fuels tension and drains precious resources which are badly 
needed for human development. 


The sooner a sound solution is found for the Israeli/Palestinian problem, the 
better the region is likely to divert its resources for social planning. ... 
[EPS] ’ 
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been responsible, he expressed the hope 
that “our popular revolution headed by 
Master Sergeant Samuel K. Doe” would 
never reach a point “where the masses will 
regret that it ever took place”. Doe reacted 
angrily, telling the clergy a week later to 
“preach about Christ and lead their flocks 
to the throne of grace rather than engage in 
politics”. 

That sermon was indicative of the initial 
freedom of the mainline Churches. Their 
leaders continued to denounce abuses. 
Preaching at Doe’s inauguration as Presi- 
dent in January 1986, the Anglican 
archbishop declared: “On 12 April 1980 we 
were told that a temporary change from 
civilian rule was necessary in order to 
correct the social evils of our country... 
described as rampant corruption, abuse of 
power by officials of government, denial of 
basic human rights, nepotism and the 
inability of the government to manage the 
economy”. He went on to say that over the 
last five years there had been “numerous 
incidents and situations” that had shown 
that “we still have not corrected the evils of 
which we accused the former civilian gov- 
ernment”. 


Ballot papers burnt 


But the scene changed after the rigged 
election results of 1985. In the previous 
year, Doe finally began “the return to 
civilian rule” he had promised, and im- 
mediately announced his intention to be a 
presidential candidate. By then he had lost 
popular support. Initially he had been 
immensely popular, especially among the 
tribal people who hailed Tolbert’s over- 
throw as their vindication after 158 years of 
domination by settlers. It was not long, 
however, before the true nature of the 
regime became apparent. The general feel- 
ing was that the system was unchanged 
(“same taxi, different driver”), and, if 
anything, controlled by someone even 
more corrupt and inept than previous 
rulers. 

On election day, 15 October 1985, there 
was a massive turn-out — maybe 800,000 
of the 900,000 registered to vote. To vet 
prospective political parties, Doe had 
established a Special Election Commission 
(SECOM), which demanded $150,000 
surety from any group wishing to register. 
Doe, of course, raised this from govern- 
ment funds, but it proved a major hurdle 
for others. The two leaders with the 
greatest following were simply banned 


from taking part — the reason given was 
that they espoused “ideologies foreign to 
Liberia”. Till six weeks before the election, 
only one party besides Doe’s was permit- 
ted to register — and therefore to cam- 
paign. 

The voters queued for hours, and the 
time allotted for polling had to be extended 
from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. There were 
irregularities but in general the mood was 
one of joy, almost elation. Of the four 
parties contesting the election, exit polls 
taken outside voting stations showed that 
the Liberation Action Party (LAP) with its 
presidential candidate Jackson Doe (no 
relation) was forging ahead in nearly all 
counties. That night the BBC carried a 
report forecasting that the LAP would 
have a landslide victory over all other 
parties together. . 

It was not to be. In the early hours of 1 
October, the count was halted by Harmon, 
the chairman of SECOM, and all ballot 
boxes were ordered to be brought to 
Monrovia. This meant entrusting them to 
Doe’s county superintendents, and soon 
heaps of burnt ballot papers were disco- 
vered outside the city. Harmon established 
a “non-partisan” committee to complete 
the voting, stacked with Doe’s tribesmen 
and cronies. When the “official” results 
were announced on 29 October, Doe was 
credited with 50.9 per cent in the four-way 
race for the presidency, a result, according 
to Harmon, “directed by the hand of 
God”. The gloom that descended on Liber- 
ia that day has been compared to the 
national stupefaction that hit the United 
States on the day that Kennedy was assas- 
sinated. 

Faced with the real prospect of a break- 
down in order, the Churches now tried to 
assume a new role as mediators between 
Doe and the newly formed “Grand Coali- 
tion” of opposition leaders. Doe’s sug- 
gested date for talks — Good Friday — 
was intended to affront the Churches. He 
did attend the first meeting at the Catholic 
Archbishop’s House on 5 May 1986 where, 
however, it was immediately clear that he 
had no intention of negotiating anything. 
He did not attend the second meeting 
sponsored by the LCC: the members of the 
council were biased, he said. 

Having met rejection in this way, the 
Churches sought rapprochement with the 
Government so as to be able to carry on 
their evangelical and social activities, and 
to provide assistance to the politically 
afflicted. The Churches are still feared, but 
their voices are heard much less than in the 
period between 1980 and 1985. 

There are several reasons why their 
representations have become muted. One 
is financial pressure, which has increased 
as the economy has collapsed. Many de- 
nominations receive most of their money 
from their American branches. Too 
aggressive a political stance would not have 
helped them in their request for funding; in 
the 1980s the Southern Baptist mission 
board was taken over by its fundamentalist 
wing, and even among the Methodists in 
the United States there has been great 
dissension over the supposed “leftward 
drift” in the allocation of funds. Within 
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Liberia, too, all Churches are dependent 
on wealthy contributors, who tend to be 
those with ties to government. Methodist 
pastors in particular say that the more they 
criticise the authorities, the more they fear 
financial insecuntty. 

The Government has resorted to some 
remarkably unsubtle ways of keeping 
church leaders in line. They have received 
warnings and threats; probably even more 
effective are threats against members of 
their families. Their own informants in the 
security services have warned them of plots 
to involve them in car accidents, or to plant 
arms or drugs in their cars, which can then 
be discovered at road blocks. There are 
also widely believed rumours that the 
Government possesses information about 
some church leaders which would cause 
considerable embarrassment were it to 
become public. 

The Methodist Church has certainly 
been tamed. Liberia’s black-market ex- 
change rates offer considerable opportuni- 
ties for those who receive large grants of 
American dollars to do some creative 
accounting, and there has long been public 
comment about the way the Methodists 
keep their books. A further weakness is 
the leadership struggle. In 1984 the Church 
voted that its presiding bishop would 
henceforth hold office for life, instead of 
only for a period of six years. The present 
bishop regards this change as already 
applying to him, but another section of the 
Church, who call themselves “Concerned 
Methodists”, regard it as not coming into 
effect until the next bishop is installed, so 
that the present bishop should step down 
after his six years are up. It appears that 
the minutes recorded at the 1984 synod 
leave some doubt about what exactly was 
intended. 

In 1989 the “Concerned Methodists” 
took out several full-page advertisements 
in Monrovia’s main newspaper in which 
they publicly aired all the financial and 
leadership problems of the Methodist 
Church, alleging “gross economic misman- 
agement” and denouncing an “autocratic 
and tyrannical dictator”. There is no doubt 
that such adverse publicity has damaged 
the moral standing of all the mainline 
Churches. The more such accusations are 
made (and while the Methodist case is the 
only one that has been aired in the national 
media, there are rumours about other 
Churches too), the less moral authority the 
Churches have to criticise Doe’s govern- 
ment for corruption, economic misman- 
agement and abuse of power. In fact, the 
Churches’ discomfiture is so great that 
many would contend that the troubles in 
which the Methodists find themselves have 
been fomented by the security service 
precisely to bring about such a result; 
especially since the publicity has coincided 
with the Methodist bishop’s term as presi- 


dent of the LCC which has effectively been: 


neutralised as well. 

Two individual leaders have refused to 
be silenced, however: they are the immedi- 
ate past president of the Baptist Conven- 
tion and Monrovia’s Catholic archbishop. 
Baptist polity means that the former’s 
sermons are heard only by the two chur- 


ches he pastors, but for 13 years 
Archbishop Michael Kpakala Francis has 
had read or circulated Advent or Lenten 
pastoral letters at every Mass in the diocese 
—- or, when the letters were signed by all 
three Catholic bishops, throughout the 
country. He has used these letters for 
public comment on national issues. 

There have been four separate ones on 
corruption; another just before the 1980 
coup entitled “Challenge for the Eighties”; 
another just after the coup on “The Libe- 
rian Situation”; one in 1981 entitled “Jus- 
tice in the New Liberia”; one before the 
1985 election entitled “Politics in Liberia”; 
and one after that fraudulent election on 
“Christian Reconciliation”. They all offer a 
sustained and wide-ranging critique of 
Liberia’s social and political order. The 
publication of such a considered analysis as 
“Justice in the New Liberia” is a rare event 
in Liberia. The letters have been remark- 
ably reasonable and irenic in tone, analys- 
ing the situation rather than attacking 
individuals. Only in Lent 1989, when the 
archbishop issued a pastoral attacking 
Liberia’s appalling prison system, which 
significantly was not signed by the other 
bishops, did it seem that he had finally 
given up trying to reason with the regime. 


Cry of the African 


There is no doubt that Archbishop 
Francis is Liberia’s most respected church- 
man, and perhaps its most respected indi- 
vidual, which is no mean achievement in a 
country where Catholicism suffered such 
initial opposition that it took root only in 
1906 at the fourth attempt. In 1989 Doe 
closed the Catholic radio station indefinite- 
ly on the pretext that it had tarnished 
Liberia’s image abroad by broadcasting 
that deaths had occurred in an accident ina 
football stadium. In reporting the closure 
of the radio station, the magazine West 
Africa suggested that Doe feared that 
Archbishop Francis might seek to remove 
him, just as the Catholic Church was 
influential in removing Marcos in the 
Philippines. The archbishop’s letters are 
sometimes seen — even by Catholics — as 
part of a personal power struggle (“African 
politics”) between him and Doe. They are 
not the fruits of grass-roots reflection: they 
do not reflect a liberation theology in any 
Latin American sense. Each is very much a 
one-man statement. 

That the letters appear in this light tells 
us something about the nature of the 
Liberian Catholic Church. The bishops are 
Liberian, but almost all the clergy and nuns 
are expatriates. Knowing full well that if 
these missionaries speak out or encourage 
others to speak out they will be deported 
on the next plane, Archbishop Francis tells 
them to keep silent and to leave public 
comment to him. This policy ensure that 
Catholic institutions continue to operate, 
but it also means that conscientisation and 
empowerment at the local level, which are 
such key elements in Latin American 
liberation theology, receive little emphasis. 
Even the diocesan justice and peace com- 
missions exist only on paper. And the 
Association of Major Religious Superiors, 


which in the Philippines and some Lé 
American countries is such a powe 
voice, hardly functions. 

In the latter half of the 1980s, just at 
time that the mainline Churches h; 
become more subdued, there has bee; 
phenomenal growth of American f 
damentalist Churches or sects. These in 
that the only thing necessary is to evans 
ise in preparation for Jesus’s return. M 
teach that health, employment 
prosperity result from a pure faith — 
from any practical social or political ac 
ity. They urge obedience to author 
citing Romans 13:1. They insist that pr 
lems are caused by evil spirits, not by so 
or economic factors such as corruption ¢ 
mismanagement, and are therefore to 
solved by prayer, not by political action 
even by prayer and political action. TI 
hold that the world outside Christ 
depraved, so society in general is 
concern of theirs. They focus on the n 
life, not on social analysis of this one. TI 
see the mainline Churches as “mai 
political” and so will not co-operate ¥ 
them. These new Churches withdraw 
their members from social involvem 
and leave the iniquitous system complet 
unchallenged. 

This is the understanding of Christiar 
that pervades Liberia. Christian sentime 
are heard everywhere, but mainly to p 
serve injustice. Doe in an interview | 
say, “God is the one who chose me to 
here, God knows I can better help 
people”. He can write that his “histc 
revolution” was “designed by God” 
otherwise “how can 17 men overthrovy 
hegemony which dominated the nation 
more than a century?” In an Independe 
Day announcement he can say: “So g 
thanks and praises to God and mi 
intercession for his continuing mercies é 
beneficence.” On his birthday, firms t 
out newspaper advertisements, pray 
that almighty God will “continue to shor 
his ‘blessings upon him”. On © 
anniversary of his savage suppression 
the attempted revolt which took place 
weeks after the fiasco of the 1985 electi 
a firm prays in a half-page advertiseme 
“May God continue to guide our dynat 
leader and save the state.” This ideolog 
Christianity has become so pervasive thé 
could be said to be, after the governm 
of the United States, the greatest sin 
support for Doe’s regime. 

The political system in Liberia un 
Doe is not unique. In the words of 
Cameroon theologian Jean-Marc 
“The human condition in today’s Afric 
characterised, on the one hand, by 
imperialism of the developed countries: 
the cultural and technological dominat 
of the West, and on the other hand 
injustice and oppression, in all its vari 
forms — ultimately, the denial to millic 
individually and collectively, of their b 
human freedoms, at the hands of burea 
racies that are rotten to the core.” 

Ela concludes: “The cry of the Africa 
of the African human being — ought 
move the Churches to question themsel 
as to what they are, what they are sa 
and what they are doing in Africa.” [} 
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. EPS 90.07.140 
ECUVIEW: Ecumenical Communication Group Meets (by T.K. Thomas) 


[Thomas is responsible for editing books at the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva. He was the WCC observer at the annual meeting of the Central 
Committee of the London-based World Association for Christian Communication. 
The committee met in Santa Severa, Italy, 25 June-2 July. Participants came 
from the seven WACC regions - Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, Middle East, North America, and Pacific.] 


In his report, WACC General Secretary Carlos Valle was critical of the tardy 
response of churches to the communication challenges of the day. He noted in 
particular the disappearance of communication as a separate department in the 
new structure of the Lutheran World Federation, and what he took to be the WCC 
failure to seriously address the crucial issue of communication. 


The committee spent considerable time evaluating the first WACC World Congress 
which met in Manila last October. A widely-distributed questionnaire had 
elicited positive responses from participants. Clearly there is a need for 
such periodical world meetings of people involved and interested in 
communication. But members doubted whether WACC can cope with a quadrennial 
congress, which is what the present constitution provides for. It was 
tentatively decided to hold the next congress in 1995. 


The WACC is a global ecumenical organization which works regionally. But the 
scope and limits of regionalization have not been spelt out, and this is a 
constant source of tension at committee meetings. At Santa Severa, too, 
conflict surfaced over the claims of regions and the role of the London office. 


The committee authorized the general secretary to explore with the WCC 'the 
establishment of a process which would result in the development of common 
programmes and strategies'. It expressed concern over 'the lack of attention 
to issues of communication' in the WCC planning for its upcoming assembly. 


The cooperation envisaged includes advocacy for issues related to 
communication, to ensure they become a priority concern of the churches; 
joint studies in Christian communication; continued consideration of the 
possibility of WACC assessment of WCC communications projects; and access. to 
the global network of communicators involved in WACC, for the interpretation 
of Christian unity and service. 


The committee elected new officers: president - Randy Naylor (general 
secretary, Division of Communication, United Church of Canada, Toronto); 

vice-president - Hilmar Kannenberg (director, Radio Imperial FM, Novo 
Hamburgo, Brazil); secretary - Murri Selle (editor, Gemeinschaftswerk der 


Evangelischen Publizistik, Munich). Treasurer Kevin Engel was re-elected. He 
is general manager of CMS Bookstores, Caringbah, Australia. A total of 94 
projects were approved for 1991, distributed among the regions as follows: 
Africa - 31; Asia - 18; Europe - 4; Latin America - 33; Middle East - 55 
Pacific - 3. Three interregional projects were also approved. 


It was World Cup time in Italy, but that did not affect the work of the WACC 
central committee. There was no evidence of football hooliganism in Santa 
Severa. There were, however, sporadic outbreaks of ecumenical hooliganism, 
especially during the discussion of regional rights and of staff role in the 
approval of projects recommended by regions. But such outbursts are becoming 
a common feature of ecumenical gatherings, and perhaps there is no cause for 
alarm. At least not yet. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.1411 
ECUVIEW: The Situation in Angola (by Augusto Chipesse) 


[Chipesse is general secretary of CAIE (Angolan Council of Evangelical 
Churches. This is excerpted from his report to a consultation in Luanda with 
representatives of overseas ecumenical partners, 28 May-1 June.] 


... Since 1975 our country has not had a moment of peace. We have lived with 
an unjust war which could well have been resolved through dialogue, 
negotiation, if not for external interference in Angolan affairs. ... 


In order to minimize these problems, the government of Angola took the 
initiative of having dialogue with the South African invaders, which ended 
with the signing of agreements in New York. ... [But the war has not stopped] 
because of other external interferences which continue to fuel the hostilities. 
... AS we speak, new initiatives for direct talks to resolve the conflict have 
taken concrete shape and it is apparent that there is a broad national 
sentiment in favour of peace in this country. 


Nevertheless, there are still enormous difficulties to be overcome. The 
churches of Angola have tried to encourage the peace process. and 
reconciliation, making serious compromises because of the hundreds of people 
who are dying each day. As well, the economic situation continually worsens. 


Agricultural land cannot be cultivated because of security problems and 
because people have fled to the cities and centres of population. A large 
part of the population is in the cities, a small part is in exile and another 
part of the same people is in the 'bush'. Along with the war, in recent 
years, a large part of the population has died because of the drought in the 
centre and south of the country. ... [EPS] 


EPS 90.07.142 
ECUTEXT: Interfaith Appeal for Peace in Ethiopia 


[Christian and Muslim leaders in Ethiopia issued a joint call for peace there 
(4 July). The appeal is signed by Oriental Orthodox Patriarch Merkorios, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Paulos Cardinal Tzadwa, Lutheran President Francis 
Stephanos, and Islamic Chairman Hajji Umer Hussien Abdulwahid.] 


.. In deep concern for the devastation caused by the continued war among 
brothers in the northern part of our country, which has resulted in multifold 
destruction ranging from the loss of irreplaceable human life to invaluable 
cultural heritage and properties, ... on our own initiative and without any 
outside interference, considering the feeling and wish of the Ethiopian 
people, and understanding this to be in accordance with the will of the 
Creator, ... we strongly call upon ... the conflicting parties to stop 
fighting immediately, open doors of tranquillity that allow war and famine 
victims to get emergency assistance, and through our intermediary presence 
bring your respective concerns to round-table negotiations so that we all 
together search for a common solution. 


We look forward to your immediate positive response for the sake of the 
country and people. ... We in the name of the Creator send this peace call to 
all concerned, and beseech you to accept the call. 


We call upon the entire people of Ethiopia to be with us in prayers. May the 
Creator be with us all. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.143 
ECUTEXT: A Theological Understanding of Religious Plurality 


[This is excerpted from a_ statement by participants in an ecumenical 
consultation early this year in Baar (Switzerland) (EPS 90.01.82).] 


-.. Our theological understanding of religious plurality begins with our faith 
in the one God who created all things, the living God, present and active in 
all creation from the beginning. The Bible testifies to God as God of all 
nations and peoples, whose love and compassion includes all humankind. 


We see in the Covenant with Noah a covenant with all creation. We see His 
wisdom and justice extending to the ends of the earth as He guides the nations 
through their traditions of wisdom and understanding. God's glory penetrates 
the whole of creation. 


People have at all times and in all places responded to the presence and 
activity of God among them, and have given their witness to their encounters 
with the Living God. In this testimony they speak both of seeking and of 
having found salvation, or wholeness, or enlightenment, or divine guidance, or 
rest, or liberation. 


We therefore take this witness with the utmost seriousness and acknowledge 
that among all the nations and peoples there has always been the _ saving 
presence of God. Though as Christians our testimony is always to the 
Salvation we have experienced through Christ, we at the same time ‘cannot set 
limits to the saving power of God' (CWME, San Antonio 1989). Our own ministry 
of witness among our neighbours of other faiths must presuppose an 
"affirmation of what God has done and is doing among them' (CWME, San Antonio 
1989). 


We see the plurality of religious traditions as both the result of the 
manifold ways in which God has related to peoples and nations as well as a 
manifestation of the richness and diversity of humankind. We affirm that God 
has been present in their seeking and finding, that where there is truth and 
wisdom in their teachings, and love and holiness in their living, this like 
any wisdom, insight, knowledge, understanding, love and holiness that is found 
among us is the gift of the Holy Spirit. We also affirm that God is with them 
as they struggle, along with us, for justice and liberation. 


This conviction that God as creator of all is present and active in the 
plurality of religions makes it inconceivable to us that God's Saving activity 
could be confined to any one continent, cultural type, or groups of peoples. 
A-refusal to take seriously the many and diverse religious testimonies to be 
found among the nations and peoples of the whole world amounts to disowning 
the biblical testimony to God as creator of all things and father of human- 
a Pe 


It is our Christian faith in God which challenges us to take seriously the 
whole realm of religious plurality. We see this not so much as an obstacle to 
be overcome, but rather as an opportunity for deepening our encounter with God 
and with our neighbours as we await the fulfilment when 'God will be all in 
mas Ch Core 15+18). ss. 


Any affirmation of the positive qualities of wisdom, love, compassion, and 
Spiritual insight in the world's religious traditions must also speak with 
honesty and with sadness of the human wickedness and folly that is also 
Present in all religious communities. We must recognize the ways in which 
religion has functioned too often to support systems of oppression and 
exclusion. Any adequate theology of religions must deal with human wickedness 
and sin, with disobedience to spiritual insight and failure to live in 
accordance with the highest ideals. Therefore we are continually challenged 
by the Spirit to discern the wisdom and purposes of God. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.07.144 
ECUTEXT: The Environmental Vocation of the Church 


[This is excerpted from a report by a World Council of Churches consultation 
last May in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia). Related items: EPS 90.07.05, 102.] 


The member churches of the WCC are encouraged to: 


(a) Develop, review, and reinterpret as mecessary all teachings, hymns, 
doctrines, confessions, and liturgies to ensure that they reflect new 
theological and ethical insights into human responsibilities for the care and 
preservation of creation, and the stewardship of human fertility. 


(b) Organize an effort that utilizes the gifts of the laity in the local 
churches who have particular knowledge and skill related to the protection of 
the creation. 


(c) Challenge seminaries to teach not only the Bible, church history, 
theology and ethics, but also at least one serious course on the physical, 
biological, and economic aspects of how the creation works and the major 
threats to the future of the creation. 


(d) Act together, facilitate, and encourage the participation of people 
against the powers of oppression and destruction and in defence of life. In 
particular, it would be helpful to build a network of fellow churches and 
Christians to facilitate exchange, cooperation, and consider appropriate 
collective action in the fields of ecology and economy. 


(e) Recognize that much of the cause of local and global environmental 
problems stems from an unwillingness of power elites - including power elites 
who are members of Christian congregations and power elites in the churches 
themselves - to talk with, listen to, and to be involved with those most 
affected by environmental problems: the poor, the marginalized, women and 
indigenous peoples. There is wisdom and experience in these communities that 
must be respected and utilized. 


i) 


(f) Move to solidarity with groups and communities that have been far ahead 
of most Christians and most churches in living out the human responsibility 


for the care and protection of the creation. 


In particular, Christians and churches must support the efforts of indigenous | 
peoples to retain and protect their lands, of groups devoted to ecological and 


bio-regional development, of groups devoted to changing male attitudes of 
domination towards both nature and women, and of world-wide environmental 
groups. 


We ask you to reflect whether the Assembly should propose a programme to 
‘combat ecological destruction’ and/or a similar effort in the WCC in order to 
stimulate and direct the churches' reflections and efforts into effective 
act Lon ree. 


In addition to celebrations [of the beginning of the new millennium], 
thoughtful consideration is needed as to how radical changes in human concepts 
of social and ecological justice could contribute to a healthy, sustainable, 
and secure 2lst century. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.09.47 is the 47th item 
appearing in September 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 
Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 
275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): August 6 (Monday) & 22 
(Wednesday); September 3 (Monday) & 19 (Wednesday); October 1, 15, 23, 29 
(Mondays). EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


The annual report of the World Association for Christian Communication is 
available from WACC, 357 Kennington Lane, London SE11 5QY. 


The Final Document and Other Texts from the World Convocation on Justice, 
Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (Seoul, 5-12 March, EPS 90.03.23,56, 
57,65) is available in English, Spanish, French, and German from WCC/JPIC, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. One copy costs 4 Swiss francs, 5 German marks, or 3 
US dollars, with reductions available for bulk orders. 


ENA, which was the news service of the Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, 
United] Churches in the DDR (East Germany), is now a regional unit of the West 
German church news service EPD. 


The ecumenical magazine Christianity and Crisis is looking for a managing 
editor. Contact the search committee at 537 West 121 St, New York NY 10027 
USA. 


a 
Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 4 


Land of the Spirit? The Australian Religious Experience by Muriel Porter, 
#44 in the Risk book series, is part of the preparatory material for the WCC 
Seventh Assembly, next February in Australia. It costs 11.90 Swiss frances 
10.95 Australian dollars, 7.95 US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds. 


Baptism, Eucharist & Ministry 1982-1990: Report on the Process and Responses 
is Faith & Order Paper #149. It costs 5.95 UK pounds, 9.95 US dollars, or 15 — 
Swiss francs. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


review (2 July) of emergency cases in May and June 

situation report #1 (24 July) on the earthquake in the Philippines 
extension of appeal for US$ 235 000 (12 July) after the cyclone in India 
situation report #3 (26 July) on rural rehabilitation in Uganda 
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EPS 90.08.01 
COMMITTEE SEEKING US$ 140 MILLION TO HELP EXILES RETURN TO SOUTH AFRICA 


Church and political representatives from South Africa met in Geneva (23-24 
July) with church-related donor agencies to consider how to deal with an 
estimated 100 000 South African exiles. 


It is thought that that number may return to South Africa in the 18 to 24 
months after an amnesty is announced, possibly this month. 


Earlier this year, the South African National Coordinating Committee for 
Repatriation of Exiles was set up to coordinate planning and programmes for 
returning exiles. 


NCCRE members represented at the meeting in Geneva, which was convened by the 
World Council of Churches, were the South African Council of Churches, African 
National Congress, Pan Africanist Congress, World Conference on Religion and 
Peace, Black Consciousness Movement, Anzanian Peoples Organisation, Southern 
African Catholic Bishops' Conference, and All Africa Conference of Churches. 


A budget in the neighborhood of 140 million US dollars is projected for the 
resettlement work. 


Initial pledges at the meeting came to about 1.5 million. 


CICARWS, the WCC interchurch aid commission, plans to appeal for enough money 
to allow the committee to begin its work. 


Participants said ‘South African businesses may be involved in supporting the 
programmes’. 


However, it added, NCCRE will ‘rely upon the advice of the trade union 
movement when setting criteria for acceptablility and style of support. At no 
Stage will these be accepted at the cost of the sanction strategies.' 


The meeting considered a ‘comprehensive initial proposal for a repatriation 
programme which covered reception centres, communications, transport, health 
and welfare, legal aid, education and training, employment, housing, and 
reconstruction.’ 


It expressed 'sensitivity to the needs of the South Africans who have been in 
the struggle at home and in prison, as well as those who have been forced into 
exile’. 


It said the South African government is responsible for meeting the needs of 
its citizens for schools and essential services, and ‘it will be required to 
meet those responsiblities'. 


Participants concluded that the struggle against apartheid continues, and that 
"differing approaches and proposed solutions will continue to be articulated’. 


‘But, it observed, 'the seeds of hope are clearly visible' in NCCRE as it 
"prepares to welcome back the exiled sons and daughters of South Africa. 
World support will be essential to make a long-held dream a practical 
‘Teality.' [EPS] . 
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EPS 90.08.02 
NEW MODEL FOR REVIEWING CHURCH AGENCIES DEVELOPING 


A new model for reviewing the work of church agencies on an ecumenical basis 
is developing. 


Huibert van Beek, secretary at the World Council of Churches in Geneva for 
ecumenical sharing of resources, says that the first such review involved 
Norwegian Church Aid, which invited church representatives from Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America to review its work. 


'The idea is that the church agencies open up themselves for a critical review 
in the light.of the guidelines for ecumenical sharing', van Beek says. He 
adds that this first exercise provides encouraging elements for applying the 
idea to similar efforts. Guidelines for ecumenical sharing were endorsed in 
1987 at a WCC-sponsored consultation in El Escorial (Spain). 


Preparation for the Norwegian review took about a year. The review itself was 
done in Norway in June. It took about two weeks. 


The group reviewed the policies, priorities, and identity of NCA, its 
relationships with its constituency within Norway and with its partners 
outside, as well as the rationale for selecting partners. It also considered 
the way in which NCA works as an implementing agency, and its cooperation with 
the Norwegian government agency Norad. 


The group also looked at regional and other policies of NCA, its role in 
development education and advocacy in Norway, and the way in which principles 
of ecumenical sharing are implemented. 


Among the findings and recommendations of the review team, van Beek says the 
most important was its call for NCA to increase its development education and 
advocacy work. 


It noted possible tension between fund-raising and development education, and 
recommended that a priority be placed on advocacy, education, and solidarity, 
even at the risk of a decrease in income. 


About 70 percent of the NCA budget comes from Norad. The review suggested a 
critical look at this relationship, including greater independence for NCA. 
It said that NCA should not be a passive partner, but rather try to take part 
more in Norad policy making. 


The group recommended that NCA be more ecumenical in practice, not sacrificing 
ecumenism for ‘confessional loyalty'. (NCA is related to the [Lutheran] 
Church of Norway, to which about 90 percent of Norwegians belong.) 


Van Beek said the team emphasized increased NCA ecumenical involvement in 
advocacy issues in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and building relationships | 
in which the financial element is less prominent than currently. 


The strong NCA emphasis on professionalism and expertise was questioned by the 
review team. It said that reflects a ‘growth-oriented, Western-type | 
development' premise for NCA work. It suggested that NCA could learn about | 
alternative approaches from partners in Asia, Africa, and Latin America 
working closely with the poor. 


The team's written report is expected to be available later this year. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.03 
ZIMBABWE: CHURCH REPS WELCOME END OF STATE OF EMERGENCY (Carole Collins) 


Church and human rights groups warmly welcomed the decision of the government 
of Zimbabwe to end the state of emergency (25 July). 


The emergency was first declared a quarter century ago by the white-minority 
government of what was then Rhodesia. It was used to detain many current 
Zimbabwe government ministers without trial. 


After independence, the Zimbabwe government used emergency powers to detain a 
wide range of alleged opponents, including suspected South African agents, 
opposition political leaders, and student activists. 


Emergency powers were also used by the government to regulate prices, ban 
strikes, and enact legislation without going through the normal legislative 
process. 


In the week before the government acted, a coalition including the Baptist and 
Dutch Reformed churches, Kabanga Enterprises, Scripture Union, Evangelical 
Fellowship of Zimbabwe, Youth for Christ, and the Zimbabwe Synod of the 
Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa (PCSA) urged the government to repeal 
all emergency powers. 


They said such powers contribute to government abuse of power and of basic 
human rights. 


‘That Statement marked a new broadening of the campaign to end the emergency, 
which has traditionally been spearheaded, within the religious community, by 
Roman Catholics and denominations associated with the Zimbabwe Council of 


: Churches. 


The Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace has actively led this campaign 
for many years. 


‘On a separate but related issue, CCJP and ZCC both issued statements recently 
calling for an end to politically-motivated violence. 


‘In a series of incidents which began before national elections last March, 
‘Supporters of the ruling Zanu-PF party have assaulted members of opposition 
political parties, most notably the Zimbabwe Unity Movement. 


CCJP and CCZ leaders have also spoken out against plans by Zimbabwe President 
Robert Mugabe to set up a one-party state. 


In a newspaper ad (13 July), ZCC charged that a one-party state would erode 
democracy by undermining such basic human rights as freedom of assembly, 
association, and speech. 


Arguing that a one-party state would contribute to disunity by alienating 
Minority positions and would prove economically disastrous, ZCC urged the 
government to ‘heed the voice of the people and the prophetic voice of the 
church, and let us continue as a multi-party democracy’. 


Currently. in Zimbabwe, Zanu-PF enjoys overwhelming numerical superiority among 
Political parties. An estimated 45 percent of the Zimbabwe population of 9.1 
illion is Christian. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.04 
MIDDLE EAST: ECUMENICAL GROUP ON JERUSALEM, EMIGRATION, LEBANON, EASTER 


Jerusalem, Christian emigration from the region, Lebanon, and a common date 
for Easter were among items on the agenda of the Executive Committee of the 
Middle East Council of Churches at its meeting in Limassol (Cyprus) last 
month. Virtually all of the approximately 14 million Christians in the 
predominantly Muslim region belong to MECC jurisdictions. 


The committee reiterated MECC support for the rights of the Christian 
community in Jerusalem, in the context of justice and peace for all of Isragl 
and Palestine. It also reiterated MECC support for the rights of the 
Palestinian people to self-determination and an independent state in the 
context of a peaceful solution which secures the rights of all countries in 
the region to live in peace and security. 


The committee said concern about Christian emigration from the region is part 
of a wider concern for Arab emigration in general, Muslim as well as 
Christian. It also described such emigration as symptomatic of deeper 
political, economic, and human-rights problems. 


The committee reaffirmed a general policy opposing emigration, but said some 
exceptions must be made for humanitarian reasons, and in the case of asylum 
seekers. An MECC working paper on emigration is to be completed with the 
incorporation of new data. Several speakers during discussion said the 
emigration issue has to be seen in the light of the controversial emigration 
of Soviet Jews to Israel, East Jerusalem, and the Occupied Territories. 


Reviewing the current situation in Lebanon, the committee reaffirmed MECC 
Support for reconciliation, territorial integrity, and peace with justice. It 
also expressed renewed commitment to humanitarian service towards victims of 
the conflict, regardless of their religious, national, or ethnic affiliation. 


In other action, the committee asked MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib to. 
consult with church leaders in an effort to come to an agreement on when to 
celebrate Easter each year. Currently, because of different ways of applying 
the fourth-century rules for calculating the date, roughly three years in 
four, Christians celebrate Easter on two different dates. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.05 
EAST GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS REFLECT ON FUTURE 


Two East German (DDR) bishops have offered advice on issues facing the church | 
as East and West Germany move towards unification later this year. 


Magdeburg United Bishop Christoph Demke, who chairs the conference of DDR 
United and Lutheran church leaders, says the right to have religious 
instruction in state-run schools should be included in constitutions being 
prepared for the new DDR Lander (regions). However, he said, that right might 
not be exercised too much at first, as most teachers know little about | 
religion and the history of the church. 


Thiiringia Lutheran Bishop Werner Leich says the rapid organizational unity of 
the Evangelical Landeskirchen (Lutheran, United, and Reformed regional 
churches) is vital because the collapse of Marxist rule in East Germany has} 
led to an increased ‘demand for the services of the church', which the East | 
German Landeskirchen cannot supply on their own. [EPS] 
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. EPS 90.08.06 
BOTSWANA CHRISTIAN COUNCIL URGES EQUALITY FOR WOMEN, WARNS AGAINST POLYGAMY 


The Botswana Christian Council has expressed "solidarity and support for the 
current attempts to make the provisions of the [Botswana] Citizenship Act 
equitable and non-discriminatory'. In particular, it describes as amazing 
‘attempts to rehabilitate polygamy as an accepted lifestyle and renewed 
efforts to treat women as minors in some aspects of life’. 


The council observes that ‘women are playing an increasingly important role in 
all aspects of nation building' and that ‘greater mobility and communication 
are inevitably bringing Botswana society ever more onto the world Stage'. In 
that light, it ‘urges the nation to ensure that the rights and privileges' of 
the people of Botswana are ‘afforded equally to both males and females'. It 
also commends efforts to restore to women of Botswana ‘some of those rights 
and privileges enshrined in the original foundation document of the nation’. 


The council put its statement in the context of the world-wide Ecumenical 
Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women, which began in 1988 at the call 
of the World Council of Churches. About half of the 1.2 million people in 
Botswana are counted as Christians. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.07 
CHILE: CASTRO OF WCC REFLECTS ON ROLE OF CHURCH IN SOCIETY 


In a presentation on 'the role of the churches and the ecumenical movement in 
the process of democratization', General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches said 'the churches must not allow themselves to be tempted 
by power'. 


Castro was speaking during his pastoral visit last month to Chile, which has 
just recently resumed civilian government after the better part of two decades 
under military rule. 


Castro said 'the place of the church is not in the corridors of power, but in 
the streets, alongside the people’. Noting the role of the church in 
prophetically speaking out in times of dictatorship, Castro said that it must 
also reserve a 'space for criticism’ when the government is democratic, lest 
it give up its role of ‘inspiring and transforming society'. 


Answering a question about the 500th anniversary, in 1992, of the arrival of 
Christopher Columbus in the Caribbean, Castro said the planned visit by the 
king of Spain during a meeting of the Roman Catholic bishops of Latin America 
marking the anniversary would be an ‘equivocal symbol'. It would be better, 
Castro suggested, for the pope to receive ‘indigenous leaders from the whole 
continent' as a way to ‘help understanding' in connection with the anniversary. 


During a meeting with Castro, the president of the conference of Roman 
Catholic bishops in Chile, Carlos Gonzalez Cruchaga, the bishop of Talca 


diocese, affirmed ecumenical cooperation involving Roman Catholics - who 
account for most Christians in Chile - and members of other Christian 
traditions. 


Castro also had a private meeting with Chilean President Patricio Aylwin, paid 
a personal visit to Ratl Cardinal Silva Henriquez, the retired Romam Catholic 
archbishop of Santiago, and met with families of victims of the period of 
military rule. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.08 
CANADA: NATIVE DISPUTE ATTRACTS CHURCH ATTENTION 


Representatives of Canadian church and human-rights groups have condemned the 
decision of the Quebec provincial police to try to cut off food supplies to 
residents of the Kanesatake Mohawk reserve, near Montreal. 


The reserve has been the scene of a tense standoff in which armed Mohawk 
warriors have blocked a road to demand rights as aboriginal people. The 
dispute began over plans by the town of Oka to develop as a golf course land 
which Mohawks consider part of the reserve. 


After Mohawks. refused an order to open the road, provincial police tried but 
failed to end the blockade with force. One police officer was killed and many 
shots fired. Mohawks then blocked a major commuter bridge over the St 
Lawrence River into Montreal, and police then sealed off two Native reserves. 


Moderator Sang Chul Lee of the United Church of Canada went to Oka and 
Kanesatake to visit congregations there. He also wrote to Canadian Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney asking him to take steps to 'settle the immediate 
crisis and to ensure a just settlement of the land claims'. (Mulroney says it 
is a matter for local and provincial officials to resolve.) 


Coordinator Lorna Schwartzentruber of the ecumenical Aborginal Rights 
Coalition in Toronto said it is urging the government to ‘come to the table 
and negotiate' to end the violence. She said aboriginal people in Canada 
‘kind of have their backs up against the wall'. 


Anglican Archbishop Michael Peers told Mulroney it is ‘disappointing to see 


that the federal government has not become more intentionally involved', 
adding that ‘had the federal government not failed to make aboriginal land 
claims a priority, this situation would not have become so volatile’. 


In a joint statement, three Roman Catholic bishops whose dioceses are affected 


by the dispute (Bernard Hubert of Saint Jean - Longueuil, Charles Valois of © 


Saint Jéréme, and Robert Lebel of Valleyfield) asked government representatives 
to ‘meet without delay with the representatives of the First Nations to 


negotiate, once and for all, on their rights, and not to wait for conflict 


situations, where it is more difficult to reach a true dialogue’. 


In Geneva, Bob Scott, a programme secretary in the Programme to Combat Racism ! 
of the World Council of Churches, urged the International Committee of the Red 

Cross to consider ‘making a contribution' to easing the situation. He said | 
‘it is becoming clear that there are some victims of the siege who, because of — 
the non-intervention of the federal government, the dogmatism of the Quebec | 


police, and the tenacity of the blockaders, are being unfairly dealt with’. 


The Quebec blockade has sparked calls by Native people in other parts of the 


country for a settlement of aboriginal claims. There have been other | 
blockades in the west-coast province of British Columbia, and sympathy marches | 


and demonstrations elsewhere. 


About 200 chiefs from across Canada met at an emergency meeting near Montreal | 
(19 July). They say the conflict is a turning point in Native efforts to | 


reclaim land from which they were driven. 


And four Mohawk representatives went to Geneva to speak about the dispute to 
the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 90.08.09 
KENYA: CHURCH LEADERS CONTINUE ONE-PARTY DEBATE 


Preaching at his diocesan cathedral in Kisumu, Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu 
called last month for the resignation of the government of President Daniel 
arap Moi, and new parliamentary elections. Okullu also blamed recent riots on 
Kanu, the only legal political party in the country. He said it has rejected 
calls for dialogue with the people and a more democratic political system. 


A week later (22 July), about 40 Kanu youth armed with Whips and sticks 
surrounded Okullu and threatened to arrest him as he left a parish church in 
Rae, in his diocese. Okullu described the youth threat as ‘most unfortunate' 
and 'unnecessary'. He decided not to deliver a scheduled talk to students at 
a nearby church-run secondary school after a government official reportedly 
told its headmistress she would be in trouble if Okullu spoke. 


Government and Kanu leaders have called for action against advocates of a 
multi-party system, in particular Okullu. Labour Minister Peter Okondo said 
Okullu is trying to incite people against the government. Kanu Secretary 
General Joseph Kamotho called the sermon 'treasonable and immoral’. Foreign 
Affairs Minister Ndolo Ayah, Assistant Environment Minister Ojwang K'Ombudo, 
and Parliamentarian Miruka Owuor said Okullu is part of a plot to overthrow 
the government. John Keen, an assistant minister in Moi's office, released a 
list of a 2l-member cabinet he said was planning to take power if Moi were 
overthrown. It included Okullu as minister for culture and religious affairs. 


Preaching in Nairobi, Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria called on clergy to 
be tolerant and courageous in the face of attacks by politicians. He promised 
to continue to preach against evils in society, even if he is detained. 


Another Anglican bishop, Alexander Muge (Eldoret diocese) said the Kanu youth 
meant to ‘create fear, physical confrontation, and indeed to cause chaos'. He 
called the incident an example of ‘hooliganism' which merits ‘condemnation by 
all peace-loving people'. He predicted that in any Kanu-church confrontation 
the church will ‘emerge victorious' and ‘'flourish'. He called similar 
experiences in his diocese 'blessings in disguise’. 


A statement from the Standing Committee and House of Clergy of Okullu's 
diocese called the youth action ‘hooliganism and thuggery' reflecting ‘the 
decadence of the moral order of this respected nation’. They said Christians 
"view with serious concern that the safety of the bishop ... is threatened’. 
Led by Assistant Bishop Hagai Nyang, a group went to the office of the 
‘district commissioner to present a protest memo, but he refused to accept it. 


Roman Catholic Bishop Cornelius Korir (Eldoret diocese) criticized political 
leaders who always point accusing fingers at the church whenever it points out 
evils in society. Bernard Muindi, a former general secretary of the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa, said recent disturbances in the country 
Treflect a need for change. He said it is not enough for politicians to claim 
that those involved in them are drug addicts or hooligans. A workshop on 
justice and peace in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Murang'a voiced support for 
Okullu, as did the national Anglican Justice and Peace Commission. 


Roman Catholic Bishop Raphael Ndingi Mwana'a Nzeki said his diocese (Nakuru) 
is collecting proposals for political change for forwarding to a special 
Moi-appointed Kanu committee. Headed by Vice President George Saitoti, the 
group includes two church people of note, former PCEA Moderator John Gatu and 
Bishop Arthur Kitonga, head of the Reformed Gospel Church. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.10 
COHESION, AUTONOMY DISCUSSED AT WORLD ANGLICAN COUNCIL i 


Ways to improve the cohesion of world Anglicanism were suggested by Archbishop 
of Canterbury Robert Runcie in his presidential address at the opening of the 
Eighth Anglican Consultative Council, near the Welsh capital, Cardiff (22 
July—4 August). 


An ACC study paper presented at the meeting suggested that the Primates' 
Meeting, which groups the primate (presiding bishop) of each of the 28 
Anglican provinces (national or regional church bodies) could become a 
committee of reference for doctrinal, pastoral, and moral disputes, in much 
the same way as the conference of bishops acts within each province. 


But an ACC section meeting dealing with that subject reported a ‘high degree 
of nervousness' about giving the primates any juridical authority. Observed 
Winston Ndungane, from the Church of the Province of Southern Africa: ‘Some 
if not all of us will resist till the last drop of our blood anything that 
threatens our autonomy as provinces.' 


Runcie said the most pressing issue facing Anglicanism is the difficulty of 
maintaining communion without abandoning the principle of provincial 
autonomy. He noted that while each province has ways to control the autonomy 
of its dioceses, the communion as a whole has no similar means to check the 
autonomy of its provinces. 


The archbishop called for ‘the courage to allow both the ACC and the Lambeth 
Conference [the once-a-decade meeting of Anglican and other bishops] to assume 
a synodical role when particular need may occasionally arise'. He said 'a 
resolution agreed by both bodies might then be accepted by the communion as a 
whole but by common consent rather than the rule of law'. 


Runcie suggested that the Lambeth Conference, the ACC, or the Primates' 
Meeting should be able on some occasions to make ‘even an authoritative 
decision of faith or order for the whole communion’. | 


council participants not to confuse Anglican structures with the communion 
itself. ‘We can grow in communion', he said, ‘when we come down from our 
higher positions, from our sublime institutions, and join people in digging 
together, which is the building of communion. ... Communion will grow only if 
it means communion with the people and among the people, and transcends all 
the separation built in history by our narrowness and lack of vision.' 


| 
| 
In one Keynote address, Brazilian Anglican theologian Jaci Maraschin urged — 
| 


In another keynote, on communication and evangelism, New Zealand Anglican 
bishop Roger Herft said Anglicans 'have had a private and confidential label 
over their faith lives. Like sex and politics, it has been kept for the 
bedroom.' Noting major technological changes in communication, Herft said ‘it 
is ironic that in an age where freedom of choice has become a major catchword, 
the skill and manipulative techniques of high-tech marketing and advertising 
has an inordinate control over so many lives. ... We cannot. escape this 
all-pervasive culture.' i 


The ACC is composed of one, two, or three representatives from each Anglican 
province. At this meeting, for the first time, four United churches whose 
roots include Anglicanism (Pakistan, Bangladesh, North India, South India) 
took part as full ACC members. They also have relationships with bodies of | 
their other antecedent traditions, notably Methodist and Reformed. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.11 
ECUMENICAL APPEAL FOR US$ 150 000 FOR PHILIPPINES 
The Geneva—based World Council of Churches has issued an appeal for 150 000 US 
dollars for help after the earthquake last month in the Philippines. The WCC 
appeal came in the wake of a report from General Secretary Feliciano Carino of 
the National Council of Churches in the Philippines. He indicated that the 
damage from the quake is ‘much worse than initially thought’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.12 

METHODIST COUNCIL STICKS TO SINGAPORE DESPITE ASIAN ECUMENICAL PLEA 

Last month, the Ninth Assembly of the Christian Conference of Asia renewed a 
CCA request that the World Methodist Council change the location of the next 
World Methodist Conference, in 1991. It is scheduled for Singapore [EPS 
90.06.60]. At the end of 1987, the Singapore government expelled CCA [EPS 
88.01.01]. In a letter to CCA explaining the decision, reiterated by the WMC 
Executive Committee last year, WMC General Secretary Joe Hale said ecumenical 
meetings sometimes ‘take place where the church is under duress and the 
violation of human rights is blatant, with the hope that the presence of an 
important ecumenical meeting will help bring change and be an instrument of 
encouragement and hope'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.13 
BRETHREN CHURCH BODY STRUCTURES PROPOSED FOR DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, SOUTH KOREA 
For the past several decades, the US-based Church of the Brethren has had a 
policy of not setting up congregations on foreign soil, opting instead to 
support existing church bodies. In a departure from that tradition, the CB 
General Conference, in Milwaukee (Wisconsin/USA) 3-8 July, voted steps towards 
setting up Brethren church structures in South Korea and the Dominican 
Republic. The Dominican Republic proposals prompted little debate. But some 
objected to the South Korean plan on grounds that it would be better to work 
with the already-established Korean Evangelical Church, and that it would be 
unhelpful to establish yet another Christian jurisdiction in a country which 
already has dozens of separate denominations. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.14 

POLAND: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL WARNS ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

In a letter to Polish Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki, members of the Polish 
Ecumenical Council have expressed fears that religious instruction soon to be 
introduced in state-run schools will reflect the views of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Poland, which accounts for most Christians there. PEC groups the 
main minority Christian traditions in Poland, including Eastern Orthodox, 
Lutheran, Reformed, Methodist, and Old Catholic. The letter suggests a 
PEC-government commission to review this and other disputed issues, including 
military, hospital, and prison chaplaincies, and access to the media. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.15 

CANADA: ARCHBISHOP APOLOGIZES, OFFERS TO RESIGN OVER SEXUAL ABUSE 

Roman Catholic Archbishop Alphonsus Penney of Saint John's (Newfoundland) has 
offered to resign after he released results of a church—commissioned inquiry 
on incidents of sexual abuse involving church workers in his jurisdiction. 
Five priests and former priests have been convicted of sexual abuse in the 
‘past three years; others await trial. Releasing the report, Penney 
apologized to victims of the abuse 'for every word or action which may have 
deepened your pain'. The panel criticized him and other church leaders for 
Thegligence in dealing with allegations of sexual abuse going back to the 
(1970s. It said the 'mimimal' church response when the scandal became public 
in 1987 was ‘woefully inadequate'. [EPS] | 
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EPS 90.08.16 

GEORGE CAREY APPOINTED 103RD ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 

George Carey, 54, bishop of Bath and Wells in the [Anglican] Church of 
England, was appointed (25 July) by Queen Elizabeth as the 103rd archbishop of 
Canterbury. As such, he becomes the chief bishop of the Church of England, 
and 'first among equals' in the worldwide Anglican hierarchy. He could serve 
till age 70. He succeeds Robert Runcie, who retires at the end of January. 
Runcie called the appointment ‘imaginative'. Carey's was one of two names 
given to UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher by a special, 13-member 
commission. She then chose one name for the queen to appoint. The two 
commission recommendations are not made public. Carey is from the evangelical 
wing of Anglicanism, but is also said to have the confidence of catholic 
Anglicans. He is described as an effective teacher and powerful preacher, 
committed to ecumenism. He supports the ordination of women as priests, an 
issue currently being hotly debated in the Church of England. He has also 
Suggested that bishops be reviewed by a peer group every few years, and 
sometimes be encouraged to switch to less demanding jobs. The son of a 
hospital porter, he dropped out of school at age 15 and worked as an office 
boy before entering the air force. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.17 

BOESAK CONFIRMS HIS CHURCH RESIGNATIONS, SAYS HE'S POLITICALLY AVAILABLE 

South African Reformed theologian Allan Boesak has reiterated his decision to 
resign from his South African church offices. He has been pastor of a 
congregation and moderator of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK). 
Earlier, his attorney said he was reconsidering the resignations, announced 
after his sexual relationship with the niece of a former cabinet minister 
became public [EPS 90.07.99,130]. Boesak and his wife Dorothy are divorcing. 
In the same statement, Boesak described himself as ready to 'play any role 
which I may be called upon to play' in political life. Boesak is also 
president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. Its Executive Committee 
meets this month in Geneva, and is to consider his future with that body. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.08.18 

ANTI-RC TRACTS DISTRIBUTED BY ADVENTISTS, REPUDIATED BY LEADERSHIP 

During the Seventh-day Adventist World Conference in Indianapolis 
(Indiana/USA) last month, some Adventists blanketed the area with a 47-page 
tract which calls the papacy a beast and Roman Catholicism a pagan religion. 
Adventist leaders denounced the material. Conference news director Herbert 
Ford said those who passed it out 'want us to be like we were 100 years ago. 
But the church has to move, not away from the eternal principles of God, but 
things do have to change'. Among ecumenical guests at the conference was the 
ecumenical officer of the Roman Catholic archdiocese of Indianpolis. He 
called the booklet ‘unfortunate', but said he was well received at the 
meeting. He noted its 'prayerfulness and ... good spirit'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.19 
INDIA: ECUMENICAL RALLY FOR 'SCHEDULED CASTE' CHRISTIANS 

The ecumenical All Indian Committee for the Rights of Christians of Scheduled | 
Caste Origin plans a meeting and rally in Delhi this month (17 August) on 
behalf of Christians of low status according to the caste system traditional 
among Hindus in India. Under Indian law, Hindus who become Christians lose 
certain government-guaranteed rights and privileges for people of ‘scheduled | 
caste origin', on grounds the caste system is irrelevant in the Christian 
community. In a recent change, such privileges are now not lost when people 
become Buddhists. About half of the approximately 16 million Christians in 
India (who make up about 2 percent of the total Indian population) are of 
scheduled caste origin. Most Indians are Hindus. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.20 

INDIA: ROMAN CATHOLICS, ORIENTAL ORTHODOX ANNOUNCE CHRISTOLOGY AGREEMENT 

A joint Roman Catholic-Oriental Orthodox commission in India has released a 
Statement of ‘common understanding' about christology (teaching about Jesus 
Christ). The commission hopes the text ‘can lead us to the restoration of 
full communion between our churches’. Historically, Oriental Orthodoxy has 
not formally affirmed the teaching of the Council of Chalcedon of 451, part of 
the doctrinal heritage of most of the rest of the church, including Roman 
Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy. The council taught that Christ has two 
natures (divine and human) in one person. Concluding a common christological 
confession, the joint text says 'its content is the same in both communions. 
In formulating that content in the course of history, however, differences 
have arisn in terminology and _ emphasis. We are convinced that these 
differences are such as can co-exist in the same communion, and therefore need 
not and should not divide us.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.21 

ECUMENICAL APPEAL FOR US$ 2 MILLION FOR CHERNOBYL VICTIMS 

Following a recent visit by an ecumenical team [EPS 90.07.08], the World 
Council of Churches has issued an appeal for 2 million US dollars to aid 
victims of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster in the Soviet Union in 1986. In the 
appeal, WCC inter-church aid director Klaus Poser said ‘the nature and size of 
the problem are becoming more and more clear', with a major need to ‘assist 
and treat the people, physically and pastorally'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.22 

EASTERN ORTHODOX-ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMISSION ON 'UNIATISM' 

Some Christians in communion with the pope have worship forms and _ social 
customs which are very much like those of Orthodox. Many Orthodox are unhappy 
about the existence of these Eastern Rite Catholics, or Uniates. In a text 
from its meeting in Freising (West Germany) in June, the international Eastern 
Orthodox-Roman Catholic theological-dialogue commission called 'the problem of 
Uniatism' a priority issue. In the sense that Uniatism involves separating 
people from Orthodoxy in an effort to achieve church unity, the commission 
rejected Uniatism because it does not reflect the contemporary view of Roman 
Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy as ‘sister churches’. In a reference to 
current tensions in the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, and other places 
involving groups wanting to resume an open and official Eastern Catholic 
identity, the text says religious liberty excludes 'all violence, direct or 
indirect, physical or moral'. It says church authorities, taking account of 
the will of local communities, are to resolve all disputed questions. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.23 


OLD CATHOLIC WORLD CONGRESS MEETING THIS MONTH 


Several hundred people are expected in Geneva this month (27-31 August) for 
the 25th International Old Catholic Congress. Theme of the gathering is 'New 


‘Life in Jesus Christ’. The spiritual offspring of three groups which 


Separated from the Roman Catholic Church - in the Netherlands (early 18th 
century), other parts of Europe (in the years after the First Vatican Council 
of 1870), and North America (at the end of last century) - now belong to the 
dioceses which make up the Old Catholic Union of Utrecht. It has a membership 
of a few hundred thousand in about a dozen countries. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.24 
TANZANIA: LUTHERANS VOTE TO ORDAIN WOMEN 
Delegates to the General Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania, meeting last month in Morogoro, voted overwhelmingly to approve the 
Ordination of women as pastors. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.25 

BAPTIST PRESS JOURNALISTS FIRED . 
As expected [EPS 90.07.77,107], the Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention met in Nashville (Tennessee/USA) and voted to fire Director 
Al Shackleford and News Editor Dan Martin of Baptist Press, the SBC news 
service. After the three-hour closed session, the vote was announced as 45-15 
(1 abstention). No reasons were given, but SBC leaders have criticized aspects 
of BP reporting of the long-running, theological-political conflict in SBC, 
the largest Baptist denomination in the world. Before the meeting, Martin and 
Shackleford were offered five minutes each to speak to a subcommittee in 
closed session. They declined, but each submitted a written statement. The 
committee said it met in closed session in part to protect the reputation of 
the two journalists. They had asked for an open meeting. In related 
developments, Southern Baptist Press Association, which groups 38 SBC state 
newspapers, endorsed the '‘'concept' of a new Associated Baptist Press as an 
additional source of SBC news. And the chiefs of the five BP bureaux pledged | 
to continue to ‘cooperate within the [BP] system' as long as BP 'can continue 
to operate with journalistic integrity within historic guidelines'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.26 | 
ASIAN BISHOPS COMMISSIONED FOR WORK IN ENGLISH DIOCESES | 
The London-based Church Missionary Society commissioned (17 July) an. Indian 
and a Pakistani bishop to work in dioceses of the [Anglican] Church of England. 
Sam Ponniah, [United] Church of South India is working in Lincoln diocese, 
Khair-ud-Din, [United] Church of Pakistan, in Oxford diocese. [EPS] 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


EPS 90.08.27 
US BLACK WOMEN 'ASTONISHED' AT BRITISH RACE PREJUDICE 
According to a report from the British Council of Churches, 11 black North © 
American women who visited Britain for 10 days last month ‘expressed 
astonishment and dismay at what they heard about the level of race prejudice 
in British society'. The 11 visited in connection with the Ecumenical Decade 
of Churches in Solidarity with Women. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.28 

GLOBAL INTERFAITH GATHERING ON BEHALF OF CHILDREN 

About 100 people from 10 religious traditions were expected in Princeton (New 
Jersey/USA) last month (25-27 July) at a meeting to mobilize support for the | 
‘survival, protection, and development of children around the. globe’. — 
Sponsored by the Geneva-based World Conference on Religion and Peace, the 
gathering is a precursor to the World Summit for Children to be held at UN 
headquarters in New York next month (29-30 September). [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.29 
EUROPE: CHRISTIAN WOMEN ASSEMBLE 
About 250 women from two dozen European countries met in York (14-20 July) for 
the Third Assembly of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women. 
Assembly theme was 'from division to vision'. Among issues addressed were 
bioethics, violence, and freedom. Assembly participants called for the 
establishment of relationships with women in the European Parliament and the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. The keynote speaker, Mary 
Grey, professor of feminist theology at the Catholic University of Nijmegen 
(Netherlands), called for a new sacramentality in the church to ‘enable the 
healing of memories of violation, of the brokenness of the past, and to 
celebrate where the cycle of violence is ruptured, where reconciliation is set 
in motion'. Elected EFECW presidents were Maria José Arana (Roman Catholic, 
Spain), Reeta Leskinen (Lutheran, Finland), and Elisabeth Raiser (Lutheran, 
West Germany). [EPS] 1g 
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Fach EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.09.47 is the 47th item 
appearing in September 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 
Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 
275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. Upcoming deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): 
August 22 (Wednesday); September 3 (Monday) & 19 (Wednesday); October 1, 15, 
23, 29 (Mondays). 


The annual report of the World Association for Christian Communication is 
available from WACC, 357 Kennington Lane, London SE11 5QY. 


The Final Document and Other Texts from the World Convocation on Justice, 
Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (Seoul, 5-12 March, EPS 90.03.23,56, 
57,65) is available in English, Spanish, French, and German from WCC/JPIC, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. One copy costs 4 Swiss francs, 5 German marks, or 3 
US dollars, with reductions available for bulk orders. 


ENA, which was the news service of the Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, 
United] Churches in the DDR (East Germany), is now a regional unit of the West 
German church news service EPD. 


The ecumenical magazine Christianity and Crisis is looking for a managing 
editor. Contact the search committee at 537 West 121 St, New York NY 10027 
USA. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Energy for Life -— Reflections on the Theme ‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the 
Whole Creation by Krister Stendahl, #45 in the Risk book series, is part of 
the preparatory material for the WCC Seventh Assembly, next February in 
Australia. It costs 6.90 Swiss francs, 6.50 Australian dollars, 4.75 US 
dollars, or 2.95 UK pounds. 


Baptism, Eucharist & Ministry 1982-1990: Report on the Process and Responses 
is Faith & Order Paper #149. It costs 5.95 UK pounds, 9.95 US dollars, or 15 
Swiss francs. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
situation report #2 (30 July) on the earthquake in the Philippines 


extension of appeal for US$ 235 000 (12 July) after the cyclone in India 
situation report #3 (26 July) on rural rehabilitation in Uganda 
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EPS 90.08.30 
ANGLICAN COUNCIL NOT OF ONE MIND ON RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT WOMEN WHO ARE BISHOPS 


So far, two women have become bishops in world Anglicanism, consecrations 
warmly welcomed in some parts of the communion, deplored in others. In an 
effort to foster cohesion in the communion in spite of this divergence, a 
commission chaired by Irish Anglican Archbishop Robin Eames made proposals. 


But those for and against the ordination of women as priests and bishops both 
took exception to some of the wording of the recommendations at a meeting near 
Cardiff of the Anglican Consultative Council (22 July-4 August) [EPS 90.08.31]. 


As a result, the report was commended not for guidance, as had been proposed, 
but rather for study. At the same time, ACC urged Anglicans to 'strive to 
maintain as high a degree of communion as possible’ despite differing views on 
the ordination of women. 


Reports of the four ACC sections - mission, culture, and human development; 
unity and creation; evangelism and mission; spirituality and justice - 
emphasized the inseparability of spirituality and justice. The council added 
a fifth clause on 'the integrity of creation' to a four-clause ACC mission 
Statement. 


ACC supported results of the ecumenical World Convocation on Justice, Peace, 
and the Integrity of Creation last March in Seoul [EPS 90.03.65,66]. It drew 
up a letter to Anglican children signed by Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie, apologizing for the role this generation has played in abusing God's 
creation. 


On the question of evangelism, a_ section report said the ‘concept of 
transformation can be a corrective to a tendency to isolate evangelism from 
social responsibility. The [current] Decade of Evangelism must also be a 
decade of transformation.’ 


Another section report called for ‘renewed emphasis to the work of prayer'. 


The council voted budget cuts of 80 000 — 85 000 UK pounds each in the next 
two years. As a result, the next ACC meeting is postponed from 1993 to 1994 
(in Cape Town), the next world meeting of Anglican bishops may be delayed from 
1998 to 2000, and establishment of an Inter-anglican Theological and Doctrinal 
Commission is deferred. The Anglican Centre in Rome is to finance itself 
within three years. 


Without the doctrinal commission, the 28 Anglican provinces (national or 
multi-national churches) are being asked to pick up unresolved structural 
issues, including the degree to which the provinces should be autonomous. 
(Proposals to consider reducing autonomy were not well received by some 
council members [EPS 90.08.10].) 


An ad hoc group on identity and authority offered a pointed critique of ACC 
ability to identify and deal with numerous issues. Questions were raised 
about ACC structures, established in the last two decades: ‘What are they 
‘there to do? Who coordinates them? Who allocates resources? Who sets 
‘priorities? Do we really need them? Is this the best use of our money? ' 


Some delegates offered complaints and suggestions about ACC staff. Some said 
the agenda for ACC meetings lacks clear priorities and lines of accountability. 
[EPS] : 
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EPS 90.08.31 
ANGLICANS CONSIDER ECUMENICAL, INTERFAITH RECOMMENDATIONS 


Meeting near Cardiff (Wales, 22 July-4 August), the Anglican Consultative 
Council received a report which touches on several ecumenical and interfaith 
issues for world Anglicanism. 


The report notes a ‘distinct shift in emphasis in recent years', with 
ecumenism 'no longer confined to a search for structural unity between the 
churches. It now embraces joint involvement in matters of common concern to 
seek for racial and social harmony, and the preservation of the environment. 
The goals of this wider agenda', it observes, ‘cannot be attained without pain 
and struggle, and the journey is long’. It urges ‘rigorous thought' about 
‘improving opportunities for ecumenical formation for children, lay adults, 
and clergy in religious and theological education’. 


The report describes councils of churches at the national, regional, and world 
level as ‘a primary form of ecumenical cooperation'. Warning against such 
councils becoming ‘'para-churches', the report urges that ‘member churches 
provide adequate opportunity for their representatives to report back so that 
the member church can own the work of the council'. 


The report affirms ‘continued committment and ... gratitude' to the World 
Council of Churches, notably for its 'relief' work, and the work of its 
Commission on Faith and Order. Anglicans going to the WCC Seventh Assembly 
next February should meet just before to 'plan their contribution'. It calls 
for formation of a network of Anglicans involved in WCC activities. 


The report also says too few Anglicans are on the WCC staff. (According to 
WCC figures, 33 of its 335 staff members are Anglicans.) It suggests that 
vacancy notices be more widely circulated among Anglicans, that Anglican 
church bodies lend staff to WCC, and that contact be kept with Anglican WCC 
staff so as to ‘ease the path of re-entry for them when their contract ends'. 


As for relations with other traditions, the report cites 'the pioneering steps 
in Anglican/Lutheran relationships in North America, and parts of Africa and 
Europe' as an encouraging example, affirming ‘efforts in these and other 
places towards full communion'. It says ‘differing historical arrangements' 
involving Anglicans and Baltic and Nordic Lutherans should be 'regularised’'. 


The report praises continued steps in relationships with Eastern and Oriental 
Orthodox, and Reformed Christians, and urges the Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission to take up the question of ‘universal primacy', which 
would include the role of the papacy. On a matter of special concern to 
Orthodox, the council asked that future Anglican liturgical revisions omit the 
disputed 'filioque' clause in the fourth-century Nicene Creed. 


Calling for theological study of the experience of the four United churches in 
full communion with Anglicanism - North India, South India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh — the report suggests a review of the terminology ‘full communion’ 
and 'inter-—communion'. 


On the issue of interfaith relations, the reports calls ‘dialogue and mission 
-.. two sides of the same coin', and urges ‘great sensitivity' in matters of 


interfaith worship, and in the sale or gift of Christian church buildings to | 


people of other faiths, notably Muslims. It describes the ‘increase of 
fundamentalism' in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam as ‘at best unhelpful, and 
at worst life-threatening’. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.32 
INTERFAITH GATHERING ADOPTS DECLARATION, ‘ACTION PLAN' FOR CHILDREN 


People of a dozen religions from about 40 countries adopted an ‘action plan' 
and a declaration at a three-day conference on 'the world's religions for the 
world's children' [EPS 90.08.28]. 


The conference (25-27 July), was arranged in Princeton (New Jersey/USA) by the 
Geneva-based World Conference on Religion and Peace. 


Religions of the conference participants included Christianity, Judaism, 
Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Shintoism, Baha'i, Zoroastrianism, African 
Traditional, American Traditional, and Unitarian Universalism. 


The gathering was a prelude to the World Summit for Children to be held at UN 
headquarters in New York next month (29-30 September). 


The action plan adopted by the conference urged ratification of the Convention 
on the Rights of Children ‘as a matter of extreme urgency'. Participants 
suggested that at least 10 to 15 percent of military spending be diverted for 
implementation of the covention. 


Children, the conference said, ‘have first call on a nation's resources and 
its development programmes'. It also observed that 'the crippling burden of 
international debt ... contributes so much to the massive poverty of children 
in Third World countries'. 


The conference commended the UN-developed ‘goals for children and development 
in the 1990s'. It urged religious bodies at all levels to "undertake special 
activities with children and by children' to mark the summit, and called for 
worldwide 'prayer and fasting, as may be appropriate' during a weekend before 
the summit. 


It also urged them to take up several tasks, including ‘recognition of the 
importance of the family in the nurture of children in their emotional, 
physical, mental, and spiritual development, and of the urgency of positive 
action to strengthen its place in community life.' 


The conference declaration [EPS 90.08.60] includes sections on ‘recognizing 
the rights of the child,' and ‘society's responsibility to children'. The 
Second section notes 'responsibilities of governments and international 
organizations', and ‘religious and spiritual responsibilities’. 


Also approved were a series of ‘supplications for the world's children’ [EPS 
90.08.59]. They describe the child as ‘life and miracle, beauty and mystery, 
fulfilment and promise', and as 'the past embodied and the future becoming'. 


The declaration says 'societies are obliged to confront the broad 
constellation of human forces and failures which affect children. The social 
and international order necessary for the full realization of children's 
Tights does not exist. Our interdependent political and economic systems can 
be restructured and refined to provide children their basic needs. ... 


"The grim realities we confront demand our outrage because they exist; they 
emand our repentance because they have been silently tolerated or even 
justified; they demand our response because all can be addressed, some of 
them quite readily.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.33 
QUAKERS URGE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN FROM MILITARIZATION 


London-based Friends World Committee for Consultation, which links Quaker 
meetings around the world, has called for a UN study of children in armed 
conflicts, and international action to 'protect children from militarization’. 


In testimony (1 August) at the 15th session of the UN Working Group on 
Contemporary Forms of Slavery, Martin Macpherson, associate representative of 
the Quaker UN Office in Geneva, expressed the FWCC view that 'no child should 
be recruited into the armed forces, and that no child should participate in 
armed hostilities'. (Quakers generally oppose all military service. The FWCC 
definition of children includes people under 18.) 


In particular, Macpherson focused on forced military recruitment of children - 
‘child labour' and a ‘gross violation' of ‘human rights and fundamental 
freedoms' - and the rehabilitation of child soldiers, notably prisoners of 
war. He said children are prisoners of war in Cambodia (held by the 
government), Afghanistan (held by the anti-government mujahedin), Tigre (in 
Ethiopia), and Iraq (Iranians held by the Iraqi military). 


The Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, he said, have ‘forced camp orphans to carry 
munitions, to serve adult soldiers, and plant mines'. Children as young as 13 
are taken into military service in Guatemala, and ‘thousands of youths each 
year' are allegedly forced into the military in El Salvador. He cited 
estimates of more than 10 000 children between 5 and 10 in the anti-government 
Renamo force in Mozambique, 'many young recruits', some forced, in the anti- 
government New Peoples Army in the Philippines, youth forced into the anti- 
government Shining Path movement in Peru, and ‘young children ... known to 
have been forcibly recruited to bear weapons' in Sri Lanka. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.34 
USSR: RUSSIAN ORTHODOX EXPRESS CONCERN ABOUT DRAFT RELIGION LAW 


The Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church says a long-awaited Soviet draft law on 
freedom of conscience and religious organizations [EPS 90.02.32; 07.114] 
leaves out ‘what is of greatest concern to the church'. The statement, 
distributed in English at the end of last month, is from the ROC Local Council. | 

: 
It objects that though the draft law gives the status of juridical person to 
parts of the church such as parishes, monasteries, and departments, it does | 
not grant the Russian Orthodox Church per se such status. It says thie 
proposed legislation 'deliberately' contradicts church teaching that it is 
‘one whole', within which 'there can be no religious societies independent | 
from the central hierarchical government, or one from the other.' 


It urges deletion of a sentence in the text which says that 'the work of state 
bodies and organisations and officials shall not be accompanied by worships, 
religious rites, and ceremonies'. Also, it would change the section on 
separation of school from church to read: ‘Religious organisations may teach, 
and citizens may receive, religious education in private, in the language of! 
their choice, individually and together with others, at home or in other, 
premises', including ‘in schools on a voluntary and extra-curricular basis’. : 


y 


: 
The council calls for an added assurance that citizens studying at theological) 
educational institutions will have ‘equal rights and privileges with citizens 


studying in secular higher educational institutions'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.35 
TAIWANESE PRESBYTERIANS: ‘CHINA DOES NOT INCLUDE TAIWAN' 


The Central Committee of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan has told the 
government ‘it cannot represent mainland China' and ‘China does not include 
Taiwan'. 


Since 1949, when it was overthrown by the communists, the nationalist Chinese 
government has been based on the island of Taiwan, off the coast of the 
Chinese mainland. Both governments, the nationalist Republic of China and the 
communist Peoples Republic of China, consider Taiwan to be part of China. 


In ‘recommendations ... concerning the present situation’, the PCT committee 
Says the government in Taiwan must end within a year various laws and 
practices based on the premise that it will eventually regain control of the 
mainland. ‘The present and future of Taiwan do not belong to China', it 
says. "The governance and land of Taiwan belong only to the people of 
Taiwan. Cultural, athletic, economic, and other kinds of interchange between 
Taiwan and China must be based on this kind of foundation. We earnestly hope 
that with independent self rule, the relationship between Taiwan and China can 
be to the mutual advantage of both.' 


The text also urges the release without delay of all political prisoners on 
Taiwan, and it calls the nomination of Hau Pei-tsun, a general, as the next 
premier ‘a step backwards in constitutional rule' which ‘created fear and loss 
of morale among the people’. 


About 20 million people live on Taiwan, about 14 percent of them of mainland 
origin. Christians account for about 7.5 percent of the population, most of 
which are followers of Chinese folk religions or Buddhists. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.36 
NEW ZEALAND PRESBYTERIANS: NAME CHANGE; ACTION ON EUCHARIST, BAPTISM 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in New Zealand has approved 
the addition of Aotearoa (the Maori name for the country) to the 
denominational name. It also urged a speeding up of the settlement of Maori 
grievances. (Maoris are the descendants of people who lived in New Zealand 
when Europeans arrived in the 19th century.) 


In action on sacraments, it decided that elders (congregational leaders) 
specially nominated for the task may be specially trained and then authorised 
to lead celebrations of the  eucharist. A Special Committee on Lay 
Administration of Sacraments is to provide resources for such training. 


On baptism, the assembly said discussions on its theology and practice are to 
continue. It said that an exemption granted to a Christchurch minister, 
Murray Talbot, constitutes no precedent. (Talbot is not required to baptise 
infants. ) 


It encouraged church members to maintain the special character of Sunday, and 
asked the government to protect the rights of religious freedom for workers 
Who do not wish to work on Sunday. 


It also urged the government to implement an effective policy of job creation 
to combat unemployment. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.37 

FIRST OF NINE US DENOMINATIONS APPROVES ‘COVENANT COMMUNION' 

The annual conference of the International Council of Community Churches, has 
overwhelmingly approved a proposal from the Consultation on Church Union to 
enter into ‘covenant communion' with eight other US denominations. ICCC was 
the first of the nine COCU members to have its national meeting consider the 
proposal [EPS 88.06.04], decades in the making. Also involved in COCU are 
four Methodist denominations (UMC, AMEC, AMEZC, CMEC), and the [Anglican] 
Episcopal Church, Presbyterian Church USA, United Church of Christ, and 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.38 

ECUMENICAL RELIEF OPERATION SUSPENDED TEMPORARILY 

Because of shelling by the Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front of the airport in 
Asmera last month, relief flights there for the ecumenical Joint Relief 
Partnership were temporarily suspended. Asmera is the capital of Eritrea, 
which Ethiopia considers one of its provinces, and which the front considers a 
separate nation. Fighting over that issue has continued for three decades. 
JRP operates under Oriental Orthodox, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic auspices, 
with overseas support from the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World 
Federation, and Catholic Relief Services. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.39 

FAROE ISLANDS AND GREENLAND MAY GET OWN BISHOPS 

The Faroe Islands and Greenland, both ruled by Denmark but with considerable 
political autonomy, may each get its own diocese and bishop. Currently each 
is served by a vice bishop, related to the bishop of Copenhagen in the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Folk Church in Denmark (ELFD). The Danish parliament is 
expected to approve creation of a Faroes diocese soon after it reassembles in 
early October. A proposal from the Greenland government that it formally 
appoint the bishop of its proposed ELFD diocese has run into a snag because by 
law the Danish monarch formally appoints ELFD bishops. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.40 
HUMAN-RIGHTS ABUSE DURING MILITARY ERA ON CHURCH AGENDA IN CHILE 
With support from church and other sources, the National Commission on Truth 
and Reconciliation is looking into human-rights violations and other crimes 
committed during the period of military rule in Chile, which began in 1973 and 
ended earlier this year. Among other things, many quasi-secret graves of | 
people killed by the government have been unearthed, notably in rural areas. | 
The work of the commission, which is receiving church support, was on the 
agenda during a meeting last month involving Chilean church representatives © 
and members of a visiting ecumenical delegation led by General Secretary | 
Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches [EPS 90.07.134, 08.07]. [EPS] | 


EPS 90.08.41 
NEW ZEALAND: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL REOPENS OFFICE 
In April, the Conference of Churches in Aotearoa New Zealand decided to close | 
one of its three offices, in Auckland, to save money, effective at the end of © 
June [EPS 90.07.80]. However, at its meeting last month, the CCANZ Executive — 
decided that new sources of funding made it possible to reopen the office from | 
1 August, with Doreen Hatch continuing in charge of it. Another factor cited 
was the request of Te Runanga Whakawhanaunga I Nga Hahi o Aotearoa (the Maori | 
council of churches) for further discussion because of the importance to Te | 
Runanga of the Auckland office. A CCANZ announcement added that continuing | 
budget restrictions mean that after a ‘review process which will include 
widespread consultation’, a new structure, including new staff contracts, will 
be effective 1 April. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.42 

TAIWAN: ARTICLE PROMPTS UPROAR 

An article in June in Taiwan Church News, publication of the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan, was headlined, 'The Church is Raping its Women Ministers’. 
Written by an ordained woman, the article detailed a number of recent 
incidents in which ordained women suffered apparent discrimination because of 
their sex. ICN editor Lo Chun-gi says it prompted much response, with men 
generally objecting (especially to the use of the word '‘'raping'), and women 
generally praising the piece. PCT has been ordaining women since the late 
1940s. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.43 

POLAND: EASTERN CATHOLICS ASK LUTHERANS FOR HELP 

Keston News Service reports that some Roman Catholic congregations in 
northeast Poland have asked Lutheran congregations to allow them to worship in 
Lutheran church buildings. The Roman Catholic congregations are of eastern 
rite, which means their worship forms are very similar to those of Eastern 
Orthodox. According to the Polish Ecumenical Council, requests were made to 
the Lutherans after Roman Catholics of the dominant western rite refused 
permission for the eastern-rite liturgies to be held in the western-rite 
church buildings. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.44 
ROMANIA: STATE SECRETARY FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS APPOINTED 
Following a meeting (10 July) between the patriarch and other bishops of the 
Romanian [Eastern] Orthodox Church, and the president and other Romanian 
government officials, the government announced the appointment of a state 
secretary for religious affairs in the Ministry for Quality of Life and Social 
Protection. The Orthodox leaders reportedly urged such a liaison post. The 
official news agency Rompress reported that the church leaders also raised 
questions about church autonomy and a ‘legal framework for its activities’. 
They proposed that church representatives help work out new laws about 
religious life, celebration of ‘great religious anniversaries on a national 
scale’, restoration of churches that are historical and architectural 
monuments, rebuilding of demolished churches, and sites for new churches. 
President Ion Iliescu reportedly said ‘it is high time for the Romanian 
Orthodox Church [which accounts for most Romanian Christians] to regain its 
place and role in Romanian societal life, and to contribute to the moral and 
spiritual rebirth of a new Romania in harmony with its mission and vocation’. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.08.45 
USSR: PLANS FOR SHARED LUTHERAN-EASTERN ORTHODOX BUILDING 
The cathedral in Kaliningrad (the former Koningsberg, German territory before 
becoming part of the Soviet Union at the end of World War II) is being 
reconstructed for Eastern Orthodox use. It is also reported that the 
building, destroyed in wartime bombing, is also to be used for worship by 
Lutherans. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.46 
AUSTRALIA: WORLD ENVIRONMENT CRISIS SAID RELIGIOUS PROBLEM FOR ALL SOCIETY 
A message from a three-day ecumenical Christian Conference on the Environment, 
in Sydney last month, describes the world's environmental crisis as 'a 
religious problem for the whole of society, and not just for the church. The 
conference suggested that ‘at this time, faithful obedience to Christ requires 
a simpler lifestyle that is less destructive of the earth'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.47 
INDONESIA: ROMAN CATHOLICS ASK GOVERNMENT TO BAN REFORMED CATECHISM 
The Swiss church news agency SPP reports that the Roman Catholic archdiocese 
of Kupang has asked the Indonesian procurator general in Jakarta to ban the 
Heidelberg Catechism, a l6th-century Reformed confessional statement. Among 
other things, the catechism describes the ‘papal mass’ as an ‘idolatry to be 
condemned.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.48 

KOREAN CHURCH CONSULTATION ON MISSION, REUNIFICATION 

Korean Christian bodies in Japan organized a consultation in Tokyo last month 
(10-13 July) on mission in the 1990s and peaceful unification of the two 
Koreas. Five delegates came from the Christian federation in the Democratic 
Peoples Republic of [North] Korea. Most of the 30 delegates from the Republic 
of [South] Korea came from the ecumenical council there. Overseas ecumenical 
representatives came from Germany, North America, and the World Council of 
Churches. Among other steps for reunification, the meeting endorsed the 
annual day of prayer (12 August this year) for reunification, first celebrated 
in 1989. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.49 

HUNGARY: REFORMED ISSUE STATEMENT ON JEWS 

The Synod of the Reformed Church in Hungary has issued a statement on its 
relations with Jews. It notes common roots and concerns, and expresses sorrow 
at 20th-century persecutions of Jews. It says that in dialogue, ‘first of 
all, we shall make efforts not to rouse bitter experiences in our Jewish 
brothers'. It says neither Jews nor Christians should be expected to give up 
their confessions of faith in dialogue. It suggests that ‘alleged anti-Jewish 
texts of the Bible' be ‘interpreted in their own context. A passage of a 
particular situation with probable condemnation in its content must not be 
manipulated and considered as universal and of eternal validity.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.50 
REFORMED MINORITY CHURCH APPEAL TO UNITED NATIONS 
A meeting of Reformed Christians from Austria, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, 


Hungary, Romania, and the Soviet Union has appealed to the United Nations to — 


codify ‘individual and collective rights of all religious, racial, national, 


linguistic, political, and any other social minorities'. Reformed Christians © 
are a minority in all six countries, where Eastern Orthodoxy or Roman | 


Catholicism is the principal form of Christianity. The meeting was called by 
the Reformed Church in Hungary, the largest of the minority Reformed 
denominations in question. [EPS] 


. EPS 90.08.51 
USA: TWO LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS SUSPENDED FOR FIVE YEARS OVER GAY ORDINATIONS 
The two San Francisco Lutheran congregations who called and arranged the 
ordinations as pastors of two lesbians and a gay man early this year were 


suspended last month for five years by a committee of the Evangelical Lutheran | 


Church in America. The three pastors graduated from ELCA seminaries, but none 


was on the ELCA list of people approved for ordination. The current ELCA 
policy is that homosexuals who wish to be ordained must pledge celibacy. The 


committee urged the congregations to ‘continue to be a voice and a witness’ on 
the issue, and urged ELCA to reconsider its policy during the suspension 
period. Suspension means the two congregations lose their voting rights in 
the regional synod. Their members and pastors on the ELCA roster remain 
eligible to serve on church councils, boards, and committees. The pastor of 


one of the congregations is an area dean, to which he was elected by 


representatives of the ELCA congregations in the area. [EPS] 
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| EPS 90.08.52 

ECUMENICAL LEADER VISITS BAHRAIN 

Earlier this year, in his first such visit, General Secretary Gabriel Habib of 
the Middle East Council of Churches visited Bahrain, where he addressed about 
20 clergy. ‘We want to determine the pastoral and social opportunities which 
exist' in the Gulf, he said, adding that he expects to appoint a full-time 
MECC liaison officer for the region. Estimates of the Christian population in 
the region, which is mostly Muslim, run up to a million, mostly expatriate 
Asians. In Bahrain, Habib was received by its emir (royal ruler), met with 
journalists, and briefed Arab Christians on Middle East developments. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.53 
REMAINS OF ANCIENT CHRISTIAN CHURCH REPORTED ON KUWAITI ISLAND 
A French archeology team reports finding remains of an early church on the - 
Kuwaiti island of Failaka. The building was abandoned in the seventh century, 
apparently in connection with the advance of Islam. Also reported are church 
remains in parts of what is now Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.54 
CASTRO OF WCC EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT CHEMICAL WEAPONS DESTRUCTION IN PACIFIC 
In a message to Pacific heads of government meeting in Vanuatu, General 
Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches expressed ‘deep 
concern’ about the plan to use US-controlled Johnson Atoll as a place to 
destroy chemical weapons which have been stored in West Germany. Their 
destruction is part of a general reduction of weapons agreed by the 
superpowers. Castro said the ‘rights of the people of the Pacific to 
self-determination, justice, and a sound and safe environment' are ‘all under 
threat' by the US plan. "Please be assured', he added, ‘of our concern and 
our willingness to accompany you in the initiatives you undertake to prevent 
further contamination of your Pacific home.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.55 

NICARAGUA: ROMAN CATHOLIC LEADER CRITICIZES PRESIDENT 

The leader of the Roman Catholic Church in Nicaragua, Managua Archbishop 
Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, has criticized Nicaraguan President Violeta 
Chamorro for cooperating with the Sandinistas, whom she defeated in elections 
last February. The archbishop, was a strong critic of the Sandinistas during 
their rule since the 1979 revolution. He said in West Germany that turmoil 
among Nicaraguans is ‘not surprising' because by ‘sharing power with the 
-Sandinistas' Chamorro 'does not respect' the wishes of the people. [EPS] 


: EPS 90.08.56 
USSR: BAPTISMS, CHURCH WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS UP 

In the past five years, the number of baptisms in the Soviet Union has more | 
than doubled, from 640 000 in 1985 to 1 640 000 in 1989. The percentage of -° 
newborns baptized increased from 16.4 to 46.4 in the same period. The number 
of church weddings has nearly tripled, from 30 000 to 84 000, an increase of 
from 1.4 to 3.8 percent of marriages. Church funerals increased from 250 000 
to 325 000, up from 9.6 to 13 percent of Soviets who died. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.57 
NEW BIBLE TRANSLATIONS FOR MONGOLIA, GREENLAND 
A new translation of the Old Testament in Greenlandic has been published by 
the Danish Bible Society. The New Testament is expected to be ready by 1995. 
In England, United Bible Societies announced that the first complete New 
Testaments in the main national language of Mongolia are being distributed. 
The number of Christians among the 2.1 million people in Mongolia is estimated 
at a few dozen. Almost all the 55 000 Greenlanders are Christians. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.58 
ECUTEXT: A Word of Ecumenical Encouragement on Evangelism 


[This is excerpted from a statement following an international, ecumenical © 


"school of evangelism' in Adelaide (Australia), sponsored by the vpetentnaeysie * 
World Council of Churches. ] 


-e- 1. We have been re-ignited by the love of Jesus Christ so freely shared 
among us, and by the greatness of the Gospel in every culture, as we have 
studied scripture and shared insights and stories in evangelism. We are 
burning to proclaim the wonders of God. While there are many great barriers 
to the Gospel, there are no impassable barriers. We are concerned with all 
forms of oppression and lostness which are claiming people's God-given dignity 
and their destiny in the Kingdom of God. We proclaim the Good News to all 
people who are both sinners and the sinned against. 


We are deeply concerned about unfruitful or unconscious attitudes which have 
divided the whole Gospel between evangelism and ecumenism/social concern. At 
the school we have seen the hope of bringing these elements together. And so 
we encourage the churches to act upon the evangelistic cry of William Carey: 
‘Attempt great things for God. Expect great things from God.' 


26 We are confident that to evangelise is to facilitate the process of 
awakening or reawakening faith in Jesus Christ. The Bible offers us many 
models for many contexts. Evangelism is a process. ... We need to live out 
our faith and worship with integrity and to share our stories willingly. 
Christ calls us also to present the challenge to discipleship, inviting 
others, with ourselves, to take up the cross and follow him, to grow and 
mature in discipleship in his church. 


We encourage the churches to unleash the potential for the local church to do 
these things. In a suffering world and with limited abilities to act, we 
stand in utter dependence upon the love and power of God. We encourage the 
churches to be accountable to him in faith, accountable to one another in 
love, and accountable to the world for the hope that is in us. 


3s We are careful to hold on to the intention to act. We encourage the 
churches to redefine a clear vision, to research our own strategies, and to 
formulate a theology of evangelism and mission appropriate to their context. 
At the same time, as churches, we must do what we can do to the best of our 
abilities, co-operating with each other where possible, recognising the 
potential for renewal and growth through cross-cultural mission. We identify 
with the poor and the lost, affirming their value to the Creator, to His world 
and to His mission. While there are many powerful pressures from other 
religions, from secularism, and from wealth, yet there are also many 
dimensions to our message and our strategies. 


We hold on to the necessary connection, like the heat and the light of a 
single flame, between two evangelising attitudes. One is an attitude 
expressed in the parable of the shepherd seeking the lost sheep - urgent, 
strategic, measuring effectiveness, co-operating in activity, ‘going out'. 
The other is an attitude expressed in the parable of the father waiting for 
his lost son - patient, expectant, building christian community and worship, 
gathered to pray, ‘waiting'. . 


We encourage the whole church, lay and ordained, female and male, young and 
old, to fan into flame the spirit's desire to eee intentionally and 
a dedication. ... [EPS] a 
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EPS 90.08.59 
ECUTEXT: Supplications for the World's Children 


[This text was released last month after an international, interfaith 
conference on children (EPS 90.08.28, 32).] 


The child has the breath and spirit of life. 

The child, present here and now, is the past embodied and the future becoming. 
The child wants to survive, to be protected, to develop. 

The child needs peace, with justice and freedom. 


Save our children: tortured by hunger and thirst. 

Save our children: ravaged from preventable disease. 

Save our children: mutilated by cruel customs and practices. 
Save our children: savaged by the brutalities of war. 

Save our children: victimized by violence. 

Save our children: broken by exploitative child labour. 

Save our children: traumatized by sexual abuse. 

Save our children: damaged by drug abuse. 

Save our children: poisoned by environmental pollution. ... 


Protect our children: stunted with suffering. 

Protect our children: rejected without name. 

Protect our children: denied belonging. 

Protect our children: withered without hope. 

Protect our children: thwarted by limitations due to race, religion, age, 
sex, class, or caste. 

Protect our children: refused honour and integrity. 

Protect our children: deprived beauty, joy, laughter. 

Protect our children: uprooted because of war, famine, or disaster. 

Protect our children: burdened by the debts of preceding generations. 

Protect our children: aged before they could be young. 

Protect our children: denied freedom, justice and peace. ... 


Care for our children: nurtured by love, upheld by guidance, uplifed by 
understanding. 

care for our children: provided with food, clean water, shelter, clothing, 
and health needs. 

sare for our children: enriched by a safe and clean environment. 

sare for our children: empowered by education, challenged by opportunity, and 
strengthened by the fullness of rights. 

sare for our children: encouraged to participate in the polities and 
economies that shape our future. 

sare for our children: ensured health and health care. 

sare for our children: enhanced by taking their place in a global faniiy 
enriched by differences. 

sare for our children: developed with freedom, justice, and peace. ... 


fhe child is life and miracle, beauty and mystery, fulfilment and promise. 
jave the child. 
-rotect the child. 


sare for the child. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.60 
ECUTEXT: Religious and Spiritual Responsibilities Towards Children 


[This is the concluding section of a declaration last month from an 
international, interfaith conference on children (EPS 90.08.28, 32).] 


... Our consciences as religious men and women, including those of us bearing 
governmental and other forms of social responsibility, will not allow us to 
evade the responsibilities of our religious traditions. 


We therefore call upon religious women and men and institutions: 


- To order our own priorities so as to reaffirm our central claims about the 
sacredness of life. 


- To examine any of our own traditional practices that may violate the deeper 
spirit of our faiths and indeed the sacredness of human life. 


- To provide resources for families, from single parent to extended in size, | 


so that they can fulfil their roles in spiritual formation and education. 


- To protect and support parents in their rights and responsibilites as the 
primary religious educators. 


- To undertake actions to promote the well-being, education, and leadership 


roles of female children and their right to equal treatment with male children. | 


- To engage in services of nurture, mercy, education, and advocacy, and to 


exemplify before the world the possibilities for compassion and care. 


- To cooperate with all agencies of society, including other religious 
bodies, that have as their purpose the well-being of the children in our 


societies. 


- To advocate for the ratification and implementation of the Convention on 


the Rights of the Child in our respective countries and communities. 


- To work for the protection of the unborn in accord with the teachings of 


our respective religious traditions. 


- To establish independent systems to monitor the state of children's rights. 


- To cooperate with other religions in the removal of religious and other 


forms of prejudice and conflict in all contexts. 


—- To reorder our communities' resources in accord with the principle of the 


right of children to a first call on those resources. 


Political will is necessary to create the social and international climate in 


which survival, protection and development can be achieved. 
We call on governments and the international community to manifest that will... 


Spiritual will is necessary to establish a shared ethos in which children can 
flourish in freedom, justice and peace. 


We call on all spiritual and religious peoples and institutions to manifest 
that will. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.61 
ECUTEXT: Toward A Refugee Policy Based on Human Rights 


[This material was prepared by the European Churches Working Group on Asylum 
and Refugees, a joint venture of the Conference of European Churches and the 
World Council of Churches. Additional material on the same subject appears in 
the May issue of the WCC Refugees Newsletter. In its introduction to the 
guidelines, the group says it is ‘time for churches to intensify their efforts 
by linking issues and concerns related to asylum and refugees to the defence, 
respect, and implementation of fundamental human rights' because: 


"Refugees are living witnesses of the violations of human rights.' 
‘Churches are guardians of human rights ....' 
"Churches are the natural protectors of refugees.' 


‘The present asylum crisis or refugee crisis reveals a fundamental weakness 
of modern society which needs to be reminded of its own basic values.'] 


1. Churches and church-related agencies welcome the fact that political and 
social changes in Central and Eastern Europe should now encourage the 
accession of those states to universal and European instruments relating to 
human rights, including instruments relating to refugees. Churches should 
Support full membership of the states concerned in the Council of Europe. 


2. As regards asylum seekers arriving or already present in European 
countries, the policy of churches and church-related agencies is to ensure: 


- access to the territory; 


- access to expeditious and fair procedures for the granting of asylum and/or 
determination of refugee status; 


- treatment according to human rights standards during the pre-asylum period. 


In each European country, churches and church-related agencies should find out 
--.- Whether recognized refugees and asylum seekers enjoy the human rights 
which guarantee their security and dignity; if not, they should propose 
appropriate action. 


oA Asylum procedures, administrative provisions and practices are of 
critical importance to the protection of asylum seekers. Therefore churches 
and church-related agencies should regularly examine how far they conform to 
human rights' standards and in particular pay attention to the respect of the 
principle of ‘non-refoulement' of asylum seekers, i.e. forcible return to a 
country where they fear persecution. 


4. It is particularly important that asylum seekers should enjoy full 
freedom of movement and not be subjected to repressive detention. 


Churches and church-related agencies should not hesitate to call to order 
administrative and judicial authorities who ... infringe the provisions of the 
UN 1951 Convention and 1967 Protocol, the UN Covenants and the European 
Convention, and disregard the conclusions of the UNHCR Executive Committee and 
the recommendations of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. 
[over] 


refugees/2 


5. Churches and church-related agencies are aware that the occurrence of 
refugee situations and the arrival of refugees in Europe and elsewhere is due 
to a large extent to the well-known disparity of wealth and to the 
infringement of human rights' standards in other continents. 


Churches and church-related agencies should, therefore, develop a human rights 
and development policy, also with regard to: 


- countries of first arrival, mainly developing countries, of asylum seekers 
and refugees; 


- countries of origin of refugees, including countries from where refugees 
are likely to flee in a near future. 


A coherent and coordinated refugee policy by European countries also requires 
- particularly with respect to asylum seekers - that these countries develop 
and implement a realistic policy on economic migration. This is an essential 
condition for placing the refugee problem in its own perspective. 


Therefore churches and church-related agencies should define their own 
position with regard to economic migration, particularly from Africa and Asia 
towards Europe. 


6. In close co-operation with local churches, national churches and church- 
related agencies should promote the establishment of church-related agencies 
dealing with asylum seekers, refugees and displaced persons in countries of 
first arrival and in (potential) countries of origin, for displaced persons, 
repatriates. Agencies should provide technical and financial support to 
newly-established agencies. 


ihe Churches and church-related agencies should use all their influence, 
amongst others with local churches and agencies, to ensure that: 


-~ countries of first arrival and (potential) countries of origin ratify, or 
accede to, the international legal instruments required, such as the UN 1951 
Convention and 1967 Protocol, the International Covenants and regional human 
rights conventions. This should be considered as a formal prerequisite and 
not as a substantive improvement of the situation; 


— European governments provide countries of first arrival with the necessary 
financial support to enable them to accommodate a reasonable number of 
refugees, or to provide effective resettlement opportunities if minimum 
standards regarding human rights are not being met; 


- in the long run, (potential) countries of origin and of first arrival be 
enabled to improve economic, social and by repercussion political conditions, 
including human rights’ standards and practices, in order to avert the exodus 
of refugees. 


The above will require amongst others a long and expensive development 
cooperation policy of considerable dimensions, the necessity of which has been 
recognized by the international community but which has not yet started. 


Churches and church-related agencies should incite and encourage European | 


governments to take the lead in the international action required. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.62 
ECUTEXT: International Church Statements on Liberia 


[From General Secretary Emilio Castro, 31 July:] The World Council of 
Churches received with horror and shock the news of the brutal massacre of 
hundreds of women, children, and men who sought refuge in the compound of St 
Peter's Lutheran Church in Monrovia. Acts of this kind can only evoke the 
strongest condemnation and concern of the international community. We mourn 
with the many families in their deep loss. 


We welcome the efforts of all those in Liberia who are struggling to achieve 
peace and protection for innocent civilians. At the same time we urge the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to continue its efforts to relieve 
the suffering and call upon the Organization of African Unity to use its good 
offices to seek a speedy and peaceful resolution to the present conflict. 


Finally, we appeal to all parties involved to lay down their arms and ensure 
the protection of the most basic human rights of all Liberian citizens. ... 


[From General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett, 30 July:] The Lutheran World 
Federation is horrified and deeply grieved by reports of the brutal massacre 
of hundreds of children, women, and men who sought refuge from hostilities in 
the compound of St Peter's Lutheran Church in Monrovia. It condemns this 
cowardly and unprovoked attack on unarmed civilians .... 


With great urgency, the Lutheran World Federation appeals to the United 
Nations and its member nations to do everything in their power to bring the 
present hostilities to an end and to safeguard the lives of innocent people. 
It requests the calling of a special session of the United Nations Security 
Council to deal with this issue. 


It commends its member church, the Lutheran Church in Liberia, and all other 
churches, organizations, and individuals who have risked their own lives to 
provide food and shelter to the homeless and Sanctuary to those in danger. It 
also commends the leaders of the churches in Liberia for their tireless 
efforts during the last weeks to resolve this conflict through negotiations. 

It will continue to work with the International Committee of the Red Cross in 
seeking, to the best of its ability, to provide humanitarian assistance to 
those in need. The Lutheran World Federation calls on its member churches to 
work and pray for peace for the people in Liberia, that the terrible night of 
suffering might come to an end. 


[From the Council of the Anglican Provinces in Africa, 2 August:] This 
council ... wishes to express its deep distress at the shocking breakdown of 
law and order, and the carnage taking place in Liberia. We condemn in the 
Strongest of terms the breach of sancturary which occurred when soldiers 
massacred refugees at St Peter's Lutheran church centre .... 


We call upon political leaders and soldiers of all persuasions in Liberia to 
Set aside their personal and political differences and to place the well-being 
and the lives of the people of Liberia above every other consideration. We 
urge all political leaders to recommit themselves to the peace process 
initiated by the Liberian churches, and to return to peace talks. ... 


CAPA affirms strongly the strenuous efforts undertaken by both Christian and 
“Muslim leaders to launch peace talks between the warring parties. We warmly 
commend this type of interfaith action for justice and peace .... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.63 
PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


Harold Ben Senatle is the new presiding bishop of the US-based African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. From early next year, Paul Reeves, governor- 
general (representative of the monarch) of New Zealand, and former archbishop 
of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of New Zealand, is to be the first 
full-time world Anglican representative at the United Nations in New York. 


Four staff members of the Lutheran World Federation have been appointed to new 
posts in connection with LWF restructuring. Brian Neldner, now associate 
director for service programmes in the LWF Department of World Service becomes 
department director. He succeeds the retiring Eugene Ries. Ishmael Noko, 
director of the old Department of Church Cooperation, becomes director of the 
new Department for Mission and Development. Christa Held, now director of 
the Community Development Service, becomes associate director of the new 
department, which carries on many former CDS functions. Eugene Brand, now 
secretary for interconfessional dialogue and ecclesiological research, becomes 
assistant general secretary for ecumenical affairs. 


Daniel (Ciobotea), 39, former auxiliary bishop of Timisoara in the Romanian 
[Eastern] Orthodox Church, is now metropolitan of Moldavia, and thus its 
second-ranking hierarch. He taught at the Ecumenical Institute of the World 
Council of Churches from 1981 till 1988. Peter Macdonald, environment and 
religious affairs correspondent of The Scotsman daily newspaper in Edinburgh, 
is the new editor of Life and Work, the monthly magazine of the [Reformed] 
Church of Scotland. He succeeds the retiring Robert Kernohan. 


Noel Sen is the new general secretary of the Church of North India, 
succeeding Pritam Santram, now CNI bishop of Delhi. Sen has'7 been 
presbyter-in-charge of the CNI cathedral in Calcutta, and secretary of that 
CNI diocese. Since May 1990, K. LungMuana is the new general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches in India, succeeding the retiring Mathai 
Zachariah. LungMuana joined the NCCI staff in July 1989 as general secretary 


designate. Burgess Carr, a former general secretary of the All Africa | 


Conference of Churches, is the new executive for migration ministries in the 
US-based [Anglican] Episcopal Church. 


Swiss theologian Marie-Louise Martin died in June. She was 78. For 44 


years, she taught theology in Africa, and was founding director of the 


Kimbanguist theology faculty in Zaire. Cliff Wright, retired education 


secretary of the Australian Council of Churches, died 20 March of a heart — 


attack. US missiologist Donald McGavran, a pioneer of the modern ‘church 
growth movement' died 10 July in Altadena (California). He was 92. 


Christian Tomuschat, director of the Institute of International Law at the 
University of Bonn (West Germany), is the new representative of the UN. 
secretary general, and an independent expert to examine the human-rights | 
situation in Guatemala. From early next year, John Bluck, former | 
communications director of the World Council of Churches, and now a professor | 
at Knox College in Dunedin, is dean of the Anglican cathedral in Christchurch 
(New Zealand). Zephaniah Kameeta, Lutheran liberation theologian and deputy 


bishop, is the new deputy speaker of the Namibian National Assembly. 


The new chairman and vice chairman of the Anglican Consultative Council are 


priests Colin Cranston and Simon Chiwanga respectively. Cranston, ACC 
vice chairman since 1987, is a chaplain to Queen Elizabeth of England. 
Chiwanga, is secretary of the Church of the Province of Tanzania. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.09.47 is the 47th item 
appearing in September 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 26.50 UK, 43.50 US, 52.50 Canadian, 55 
Australian, 69.50 New Zealand, 69.50 Swiss, 85 German, 95 Dutch, 275 French, 
275 Swedish, or 275 Indian. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. Upcoming deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): 
September 3 (Monday) & 19 (Wednesday); October 1, 15, 23, 29 (Mondays). 


The annual report of the World Association for Christian Communication is 
available from WACC, 357 Kennington Lane, London SE11 5QY. 


The Final Document and Other Texts from the World Convocation on Justice, 
Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (Seoul, 5-12 March, EPS 90.03.23,56, 
57,65) is available in English, Spanish, French, and German from WCC/JPIC, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. One copy costs 4 Swiss francs, 5 German marks, or 3 
US dollars, with reductions available for bulk orders. 


ENA, which was the news service of the Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, 
United] Churches in the DDR (East Germany), is now a regional unit of the West 
German church news service EPD. : 
| 
The ecumenical magazine Christianity and Crisis is looking for a managing 
editor. Contact the search committee at 537 West 121 St, New York NY 10027 | 
USA. j | 
Available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 are reports from 
CICARWS regional groups for Europe, the Pacific, the Middle East, Asia, 
Latin America and the Caribbean, and Africa. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Energy for Life - Reflections on the Theme ‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the 
Whole Creation by Krister Stendahl, #45 in the Risk book series, is part of 
the preparatory material for the WCC Seventh Assembly, next February in. 
Australia. It. costs 6.90 Swiss francs, 6.50 Australian dollars, 4.75 US 
dollars, or 2.95 UK pounds. 


Baptism, Eucharist & Ministry 1982-1990: Report on the Process and Responses 
is Faith & Order Paper #149. It costs 5.95 UK pounds, 9.95 US dollars, or 15 
Swiss francs. 


' Paith and Order 1985-1989: The Commission Meeting at Budapest 1989, edited 
by Thomas Best, is Faith & Order Paper #148. It costs 29.50 Swiss francs, | 
19.50 US dollars, or 11.90 UK pounds. 


Speaking for Ourselves: Bible Starters and Discussion Starters by Women, 
edited by Wendy Robins and Musimbi Kanyoro, costs 14.50 Swiss francs, 9.95 US 
dollars, or 5.95 UK pounds. 
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EPS 90.08.64 
KENYA: OUTSPOKEN ANGLICAN BISHOP DIES IN CAR ACCIDENT 


Anglican Bishop Alexander Muge, 44, died (14 August) when the car he was 
driving and a truck (lorry) collided as he was returning to his diocesan 
centre in Eldoret. An outspoken critic of the government of Kenyan President 
Daniel arap Moi, Muge was returning from a pastoral visit to Busia, a town in 
western Kenya for which he had interim episcopal responsibility. 


The bishop visited Busia despite a warning from Labour Minister Peter Okondo 
to Muge and another Anglican bishop and government critic, Henry Okullu, to 
Stay away. Okondo said that if the bishops visited, "they will see fire, and 
may not leave alive.' He accused them of ‘licking the boots of colonialists 
when Kenyans were fighting for independence.' He said they were trying to 
cause chaos by inciting people against the government. 


Muge was enthusisatically welcomed by church people in Busia. During an 
open-air service he led, he asked for prayers for Okondo, and spoke of 
corruption among the leaders of the country. Before the visit, Muge said he 
went ‘waiting to die.' He added that his ‘innocent blood will haunt’ anyone 
who killed him, ‘for God does not approve murder.' 


A week after he issued the death threat to Muge, Okondo resigned as labor 
_Minister after several church and political leaders urged that he do so, or be 
_ dismissed. 


Reacting to the death of their colleague, the Anglican bishops of Kenya called 
for an independent public inquiry, noting that some reports suggest foul play 
and cast serious doubts on the innocence of the lorry driver involved in the 
accident. The bishops also urged an inquiry into the recent harassment of 
Okullu by youth from Kanu, the only legal political party in Kenya. 


During a memorial service for Muge in Nairobi (17 August), David Gitari, 
another Anglican bishop who has been critical of the government, said the 
death of Muge will not silence the church, because it ‘thrives on the blood of 
its martyrs.' 


Presbyterian (PCEA) Moderator George Wanjau also called for an independent 
inquiry. Timothy Njoya, an outspoken PCEA pastor, said the threats to Muge 
came from ‘hearts where power and not life was the most important thing.' He 
Said such leaders are shedding ‘crocodile tears' following Muge's death. 


Roman Catholic Bishop John Njenga (of Mombasa) described Muge as a man with a 
heart of gold and deep faith. Roman Catholic Bishop Nicodemus Kirima (of 
Nyeri) called Muge one who spoke for the marginalised and oppressed. 


Moi praised Muge for ‘service to the people of God and the country he loved.' 
He said he heard news of the death ‘with deep shock and disbelief.' John 
Keen, an assistant minister in Moi's office, called Muge ‘a friend of the 
republic. ' He and Mark Too, a prominent Kanu branch chairman, called on 
Okondo to resign because of his death threat. The Daily Nation newspaper said 
Muge ‘criticised corrupt leaders, lectured them on the misuse of power, ... 
feared nobody, yet ... respected everybody and prayed for all.' 


Before the death of Muge, orders banning Muge and Okullu from parts of Kenya 
issued by Okondo and another government minister had been condemned by several 
church leaders, including Methodist Presiding Bishop Lawi Imathiu. And Moody 
Awori, Kanu chairman in Busia, had apologised for Okondo's death threat. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.65 
CALLS FOR POLITICAL CHANGE IN KENYA FROM SEVERAL CHURCH SOURCES 


The National Council of Churches (NCCK) and major denominations in Kenya are 
urging the government of President Daniel arap Moi to dissolve parliament and 
reorganise political structures. 


The church recommendations were made to a review committee appointed by Kanu, 
the only legal political party in Kenya, to determine feelings of Kenyans 
about the political situation in their country. Kenya has been rocked 
recently by demonstrations and statements against the one-party system. 


The NCCK memorandum urges the government to involve Kenyan citizens in 
reviewing the political situation in the country. Other NCCK recommendations 
include limiting a president to two terms, ending detentions without trial, 
and returning to a secret ballot, instead of the system of voting by lining up 
behind preferred candidates. It noted that Kanu has not opposed a multi-party 
system in principle, arguing rather that Kenya is not ready for that. In 
light of that, NCCK urged Kanu to start preparing the country for 
multi-partyism. 


The council urged Kanu youth to stop harassing citizens - a group of Kanu 
youth had earlier threatened Kenyan Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu. It also 
called for a critical review of the educational and medical systems, and 
raised issues related to corruption, tribalism, and land. 


The [Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya called for a conference to 
discuss national problems. It also called for parliamentary elections, and 
protection of the tenure and independence of judges and other legal officials. 
In another Anglican submission, the Nairobi diocese called for the immediate 
release of all political detainees, and an end to detention without trial 
unless the country is at war or in a state of emergency. 


The Reformed Presbytery of Nyeri accused Kanu of usurping the supremacy of the 
national constitution and perpetuating itself in power. The Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Machakos urged the committee to advise Moi to dissolve parliament, 
as a God-given chance to save Kenya from bloodshed and destruction. It also 
urged national leaders to humble themselves and confess their failures. 


On behalf of his diocese (Kirinyaga), Anglican Bishop Davit Gitari urged the 
appointment of an ombudsman to whom Kenyans could complain if mistreated by 
civil servants. He also urged publication of a report on the murder earlier 
this year of former foreign minister Robert Ouko, and an end to the ban on two 
magazines. 


On behalf of his diocese (Eldoret), Anglican Bishop Alexander Muge, who later 
died in a car accident [EPS 90.08.64], said a clique of ministers is driving a 
wedge between Moi and the people of Kenya. He urged separation of the state 
presidency from the party presidency, and a declaration of personal wealth by 
all individuals seeking public office. (Muge subsequently issued his own 
financial statement. ) 


Moi responded that Muge was wrong to suggest that Moi has been isolated by 
government ministers. One of them, John Cheruiyot, called for a probe of 
Muge's activities. Muge resplied to that by appealing to Cheruiyot's father, 
Bishop Ezekiel Birech, head of the Africa Inland Church (to which Moi also 
belongs), to pray for his son, and to advise him to stop insulting church 
leaders. [EPS] 
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KUWAIT CHRISTIANS THOUGHT TO BE COPING (Roy Kietzman) 


Christian leaders elsewhere in the [Persian] Gulf region think Christians in 
Kuwait are coping and attempting to maintain services in the wake of the Iraqi 
invasion early this month, though this is difficult to confirm because of the 
disruption of communications. 


The three main church buildings in overwhelmingly Muslim Kuwait are Anglican, 
Roman Catholic, and Reformed (Evangelical). The Anglicans are in Ahmadi, the 
main oil-producing centre. The other two are in the capital, near the hotel 
which Iraqi troops have used as their headquarters. There are dozens of other 
congregations, worshipping mainly in Asian languages. 


Iraqi soldiers reportedly routinely searched the Evangelical compund. Chief 
pastor Jerry Zandstra was away on holiday at the time. His unnamed assistant 
is reported to have taken refuge in an embassy. The situation of other clergy 
connected with that congregation or with the Roman Catholic parish is not 
clear. The Anglican parish priest, Michael Jones, was due to return to 
Britain this month, but, according to reports, he was continuing his ministry 
in Kuwait, and was in daily contact with diplomatic officials in Kuwait. 


Elsewhere in the Gulf, Christian worship reportedly continues as usual. A 
priest in Bahrain observed that some of his parishioners are ‘a bit panicky, ' 
and that church attendance is up. In the region as a whole, Christians are 
thought to number up to a million, mostly Asians and Westerners. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.67 
CHURCH APPEALS ON LIBERIA 


The All Africa Conference of Churches, the Liberian Council of Churches, and 
an Africa-wide meeting in advance of the Seventh Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches have issued appeals in connection with the fighting in Liberia. 


AACC General Secretary Jose Chipenda appealed to all sides to resolve 
differences peacefully. He described as ‘vital' the ‘involvement of other 


Liberian political parties in the search for a lasting peace.' He said AACC 
looks forward to joining in ‘the reconstruction of a new Liberia, where 
citizens will enjoy their God-given rights.' He also appealed for 


international aid for hundreds of thousands of Liberians who have fled the 
country, and for tens of thousands displaced within Liberia. 


General Secretary Steven Muin of the Liberian Council of Churches wrote to US 
President George Bush urging him to ‘at least try to help in the peace talks, 
rather than being neutral.’ He said the presence of US marines off the coast 
of and in Liberia was ‘seen as confusing, embarrassing, and trickys + 


The WCC meeting, in Winneba (Ghana), called for a day of prayer and fasting 
for Liberia on 1 September. It asked the help of God in bringing a rapid end 
to 'this tragic situation. ' 


‘Two Liberian church leaders were stranded in neighboring Sierra Leone earlier 
‘this month where they had gone as part of an interfaith mediation team seeking 
@ cease fire. With Lutheran Bishop Ronald Diggs and Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Michael Francis was Secretary General Kafumba Konneh of the Muslim Council of 
Liberia. Diggs has received reports that his home and office in Monrovia were 
looted, and that his wife and children have moved to another location. [EPS] 
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SOLOMON ISLANDS: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL REAFFIRMS PNG CONCERN 

The Executive of the Solomon Islands Christian Association has reaffirmed its 
concern about ‘human suffering’ in the Bougainville area of neighboring Papua 
New Guinea. The PNG government blockaded the area some months ago after an 
anti-government group proclaimed Bougainville independent. SICA ‘warmly 
welcomed' the ‘positive negotiations' which have taken place. It said that 
‘putting aside of the political question of secession, and the agreement to 
restore social services to normality opens the way for the family of churches 
in the Pacific region and the World Council of Churches and other ... church 
agencies to help in the restoration of normal social services.‘ [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.69 

TOKES HURT IN CAR CRASH 

Romanian Reformed Bishop Laszl6 Tokés was seriously hurt in a car accident (7 
August) as he was going to Budapest after giving a speech in the Hungarian 
town of Sarospatak. The car in which he was riding hit a tree after its 
driver swerved to avoid a bicycle which unexpectedly entered the main road 
from a side street. The driver and an assistant to Tokés were also injured, 
but less seriously. Tokés' recovery is expected to take about six months. He 
came to world attention for his opposition to the government of Nicolae 
Ceausescu, who was overthrown and executed late last year. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.70 
SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH COUNCIL WELCOMES ANC-GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT 
General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South African Councl of Churches has 
welcomed the recent agreement between the African National Congress and the 
South African government. Noting the ANC decision to suspend its armed 
struggle, Chikane said ‘a grave responsibility’ now rests with the government 
to ‘stop all forms of state violence, particuarly that of the police and 


army. ' Looking forward to a ‘new, non-racial, and democratic society,' 
Chikane asked Christians to ‘continue praying and mobilizing the world to 
ensure that apartheid is totally ... eliminated.' He added that it is ‘of 


vital importance to maintain the ... pressures on the apartheid regime until 
the dismantling of apartheid is irreversible. A change on this position will 
be announced at an appropriate time ....' [EPS] . 


EPS 90.08.71 
DOUGLASS SUCCEEDS RESIGNED BOESAK AS REFORMED ALLIANCE PRESIDENT 


US theologian Jane Dempsey Douglass, professor of historical theology at 


Princeton Theological Seminary, is the new president of the Geneva-based World 


Alliance of Reformed Churches. She was elected (13 August) by the WARC 
Executive Committee to fill the unexpired term of South African theologian and — 


anti-apartheid activist Allen Boesak. In a closed session, the committee 


accepted Boesak's resignation with 'deep regret,' and hoped his ‘exceptional — 


gqualities' would be available to WARC at some future time. Last month, a 
sexual relationship involving Boesak, who is married, and a tv journalist was 


reported. Boesak has also resigned his posts in South Africa as a parish | 


minister and moderator of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK). [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.72 
CASTRO OF WCC VISITS ROGER OF TAIZE 


At the invitation of Brother Roger, leader of the Taizé monastic community in | 


France, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches paid 
a 24-hour visit this month (10-11 August). According to a report of the 
meeting, the two discussed mainly questions of church unity and pastoral work 
with young people, tens of thousands of whom visit Taizé each year. [EPS] 


i 
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLE APPEAL AGAINST CELEBRATION OF 500TH ANNIVERSARY 

The Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Indigenous Peoples, in Tromso/ 
(Norway) this month, urged church people to ‘not celebrate the 500 years of 
evangelisation' connected with the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the 
Caribbean in 1492. Such celebrations are planned in particular under Roman 
Catholic auspices in the Americas and Spain. The assembly appeal faulted the 
Roman Catholic role in the decline of indigenous religions. It said Roman 
Catholics would do well to ‘help us strengthen our religions.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.74 
ECUMENICAL APPEAL TO END FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTS 
Participants in an international, ecumenical colloquium last month at the 
Reformed community of Pomeyrol in southern France appealed to French church 
leaders to urge the French government to repeal its June decision to conduct 
four more nuclear tests in the Pacific. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.75 
RC-PENTECOSTAL DIALOGUE RESUMES 
The first meeting of the fourth phase of the international Roman Catholic- 
Pentecostal dialogue took place last month in Emmetten, at the headquarters of 
the Swiss Pentecostal Mission. Topic of this phase is ‘evangelization. ' 
Co-chairing the meetings are Kilian McDonnell, a Roman Catholic priest from 
the United States, and Justus du Plessis, a Pentecostal minister from South 
Africa. The Roman Catholics participate under the auspices of the Vatican 


Council for Promoting Christian Unity. Two Pentecostal denominations - 
Apostolic Faith Mission (South Africa) and International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel (United States) - have official participants. Others attend 


as individuals. They are affiliated with the Assemblies of God, American 
Baptist Churches, Yugoslavian Pentecostal Church, and Pentecostal Assemblies 
of Canada. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.76 
NETHERLANDS: REFORMED SYNOD APPEALS ON ENVIRONMENT 
The synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) has sent all NHK 
congregations a report, ‘Has Creation Become a Desert?', which asks them to 
take a stand on environmental issues. Special guidelines have been drawn up 
to facilitate discussion within each congregation. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.77 

NETHERLANDS: COMMITTEE TO RESOLVE DIFFERENT REFORMED UNITY APPROACHES 

The synods of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (GKN) and Netherlands 
Reformed Church (NHK) have set up a joint committee to work out differences of 
approach to the reunion of the two denominations. The NHK synod favors 
immediate attention to the constitution of the united church, while the GKN 
Synod wants to discuss questions of church structure first. The two synods 
next meet together at the end of October. The third partner in the unity 
process, called ‘Together on the Way,' is the small Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.78 

WORLD WAR II STILL CAUSING PASTORAL CONCERNS 

‘To assist ministry to people who were children during World War II, the 
Pastoral Aid Society, sponsored by the two main Dutch Reformed denominations 
(NHK and GKN), has published a leaflet outlining effects of that war on four 
groups of people who were children in the 1940s - those whose parents were 
‘Tesistance fighters, collaborators, Jews, and people in the Dutch East Indies 
(mow Indonesia) interned in Japanese camps. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: WCC Statement of 7 August on the Iraqi Occupation of Kuwait 


[The following was signed by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches. ] 


In concern for justice, and in respect of sovereignty of nations, the World 
Council of Churches opposes strongly the occupation of Kuwait by Iraq. While 
WCC supports the United Nations' firm stand and action on Iraq, it is still 
very much eager to see the Arab League go further in its mediation to bring 
about a swift and just solution to this essentially regional conflict. 


As the situation in the Gulf area deteriorates, day by day, we call on all 
nations concerned to exercise patience and good will by refraining from use of 
force or show of force. 


The situation in this part of the world reminds us again today that the 
blocked peace process and the regional frustrations about the basic national 
issues are likely to be manifested in political and violent eruptions. The 
situation also tells us that lasting solutions to regional conflicts should 
be, first and foremost, in harmony with the sentiments, needs and aspirations 
of the people of the region who are directly concerned. 


Effective and permanent political solutions are those ones which transcend 
pure economic and strategic interests. 


To the Almighty God we pray for the victims of this conflict and their 
families. [EPS] 


EPS 90.08.80 
ECUTEXT: An Ecumenical Urgent Message about Human Beings and Nature 


[This is from a report by an international, ecumenical consultation last May 
in Kuala Lumpur (EPS 90.07.05). Participants there suggested phrases to sum up 
the ‘urgent message’ to convey on the subject of human cbligations toward 
nature. This is from the summary of the individual messages. ] 


The time is’ short! Facing us squarely at this critical point in Earth's 
history is the greatest of all life and death issues: the life and death of 
Creation itself! 


The church together with other institutions must now move and take the 
initiative. Honouring God as Creator, the church must respond to the crisis 
that envelops Creation. It must respond to the Spirit that blows fresh 
throughout the world. 


Conversion from destroyers to restorers of Creation, from degraders to keepers 
of Creation is urgently required. Earth itself is giving testimony, not only 
to God as Creator but also to human beings as destroyers. The Holy Spirit | 
calls humankind to conversion - an about-face of awareness, of attitudes, of 
priorities, and of human actions. 


Each person must take responsibility for every aspect of the Creation that 
they and their institutions damage, degrade, and destroy. The churches are | 
called to respond with courage and faith, witnessing by their actions their 
uncompromising belief in God as Creator, and responding to the Spirit, as 
followers of Jesus Christ. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.81 
ECUTEXT: Work and Leisure 


[This is excerpted from the 'Oxford Declaration on Christian Faith and 
Economics’ produced at an international, ecumenical conference of bankers, 
theologians, economists, ethicists, business leaders, and development 
specialists from around the world early this year in England. ] 


--- Work and Human Nature: ... Work belongs to the very purpose for which God 
Originally made human beings. ... Because work is central to the Creator's 
intention for humanity, work has intrinsic value. Thus work is not solely a 
means to an end. It is not simply a chore to be endured for the sake of 
Satisfying human desires or needs, especially the consumption of goods. 


At the same time, we have to guard against over-valuation of work. The 
essence of human beings consists in that they are made in the image of God. 
Their ultimate, but not exclusive, source of meaning and identity does not lie 
in work, but in becoming children of God ... through faith in Jesus Christ. 
+++ God calls all Christians to employ through work the various gifts that God 
has given them. God calls people to enter the kingdom of God and to live a 
life in accordance with its demands. ... 


The Purpose of Work: In the Bible and in the first centuries of the Chrisitan 
tradition, meeting one's needs and the needs of one's community (especially 
its underprivileged members) was an essential purpose; of ;work.) + 4.5:.> The, first 
thing at issue in all fields of human work is the need of human beings to earn 
their daily bread and a little more. The deepest meaning of human work is 
that the almighty God established human work as a means to accomplish God's 
work in the world. ... 


Human work has consequences that go beyond the preservation of creation to the 
anticipation of the eschatological transformation of the world. They are, of 
course, not ushering in the kingdom of God, building the ‘new heavens and a 
new earth’. Only God can do that. Yet their work makes a small and imperfect 
contribution to it .... However, work is not only a means through which the 
glory of human beings as God's stewards shines forth. It is also a place 
where the misery of human beings as impeders of God's purposes becomes visible. 


--. Alienation in Work: Sin makes work an ambiguous reality. It is both a 
noble expression of human creation in the image of God, and ... a painful 
testimony to human estrangement from God. ... Human beingsi%.s dans ald 
societies] work under the shadow of death, and experience struggle and 
frustration in work .... 


We must resist the tendency to treat workers merely as costs or labour inputs, 

a tendency evident ... especially where industrial and post-industrial methods 
Of production are applied. We encourage efforts to establish managerial and 
technological conditions that enable workers to participate meaningfully in 
Significant decision-making processes, and to create opportunities for 
individual development by designing positions that challenge them to develop 
their potential and by instituting educational programmes. 


God gives talents to individuals for the benefit of the whole community. 
Human work should be a contribution to the common good.» «sis The modern drift 
from concern for community to preoccupation with self, supported by powerful 
Structural and cultural forces, shapes the way we work. Individual self- 
‘interest can legitimately be pursued, but only in a context marked by the 
‘pursuit of the good of others. ... [over] 


work/2 


Discrimination in work continues to oppress people, especially women and 


marginalised groups. Because of race and gender, people are often pushed into 


a narrow range of occupations which are often underpaid, offer little status 
or security, and provide few promotional opportunities and fringe benefits. 


Women and men and people of all races are equal before God and should, 
therefore, be recognised and treated with equal justice and dignity “... 


For most people work is an arduous good. Many workers suffer greatly under 
the burden of work. In some situations people work long hours for low pay, 
working conditions are appalling, contracts are non-existent, sexual 
harassment occurs, trade union representation is not allowed, health and 
safety regulations are flouted. 


These things occur throughout the world whatever the economic system. The 
word ‘exploitation' has a strong and immediate meaning in such situations. 
The God of the Bible condemns exploitation and oppression. ... 


Since work is central to God's purpose for humanity, people everywhere have 
both the obligation and the right to work. ... The right to work ... should be 
understood as part of the freedom of the individual to contribute to the 
satisfaction of the needs of the community. 


It is a freedom right, since work in its widest sense is a form of 
self-expression. The right involved is the right of the worker to work 
unhindered. The obligation is on every human being to contribute to the 
community. It is in this sense that Paul says, ‘if a man will not work, let 
him not eat'. 


The right to earn a living would be a positive or sustenance right. Suche 
right implies the obligation of the community to provide employment 
opportunities. Employment cannot be guaranteed where rights conflict and 
resources may be inadequate. However, the fact that such a right cannot be 
enforced does not detract in any way from the obligation to seek the highest 
level of employment which is consistent with justice and the availability of 
resources. 


Rest and Leisure: ... The biblical concept of rest should not be confused with 
the modern concept of leisure. ... In that the Sabbath commandment interrupted 
work with regular periods of rest, it liberates human beings from enslavement 


to work. The Sabbath erects a fence around human productive activity and — 


serves to protect both human and non-human creation. Human beings have, 
therefore, both a right and an obligation to rest. ... 


Rest consists in the enjoyment of ... God's creation, in the free exercise and 


development of abilities which God has given ..., in the cultivation of 


fellowship with one another, and above all, in delight in communion with God. 


Worship is central to the Biblical concept of rest. In order to be truly who — 
they are, human beings need periodic moments of time in which God's commands | 
concerning their work will recede from the forefront of their consciousness as | 


they adore the God of loving holiness and thank the God of holy love. 


Those who cannot meet their basic needs without having to forego leisure can 
be encouraged by the reality of their right to rest. The right to rest 


Ug FA the corresponding right to sustenance for all those who are willing to. 


work ‘six days a week' (Exodus 20:9). Modern workaholics whose infatuation 
with status relegates’ leisure to insignificance must be challenged by the 
liberating obligation to rest. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.08.82 
ECUTEXT: Contemporary Challenges to the Pastor/Priest/Minister 


[This is excerpted from the report of an international, ecumenical 
consultation last May in Syria (EPS 90.07.05). *PPM' in the text refers to 
the pastor/priest/minister of a congregation or parish. The introduction to 
the text says that ‘for the sake of Simplicity', masculine pronouns have been 
used in relation to ordained ministry, ‘though we fully recognize that in some 
churches women are ordained’. After a discussion of ‘young people', ‘the 
place of women', and ‘new communities', the text continues: ] 


--- Authority: In an age when science has taught the new generation to 
question, explore, discuss and to take nothing on trust, the authority of the 
ppm can no longer be taken for granted. He has to win respect, demonstrate 
integrity and influence by Spirituality. In some church situations, the whole 
concept of authority has been diminished. The emphasis has shifted from 
leadership to servanthood. There is a need, however, for a sense of purpose, 
direction and discipleship, a following of the Good Shepherd, in order to 
recapture a proper sense of authority. 


Pastoral pressures: Many ppms live and work under very considerable 
pressure. In some communities a ppm may have direct responsibility for 1000 
families, or in some situations, indirectly, for many more. He may be 
Overburdened with the round of pastoral duties to the point where he is unable 
to be still, to reflect and to plan. The expectations of an itinerant and 
far-ranging ministry can at times border on the farcical. In some parts of 
the world the pattern of the ppm in the local congregation has virtually 
broken down. ... The strains imposed on bishops and church leaders by a 
Shortage of clergy can be doubly acute. They have the anxiety of seeking to 
provide ministry on top of their responsibility for all the extra work which 
must fall to them and others. 


Tension between roles: There can be conflict between the different demands of 
the ppm's calling. He is called both to comfort and rebuke, to be a 
reconciler without taking sides, to tread a delicate path in offering ethical, 
practical, even political guidance. He must seek to remain in pastoral 
relationship with all his people through every kind of disturbance and 
disagreement. He may, through no fault of his own, be misunderstood or 
misjudged. He can make mistakes. He may feel alone, may lack the support of 
colleagues or authorities, may be drained of energy and initiative. 


These are real pressures facing many in the ministry today. These are hard to 
resolve. It is for the congregation to work with the ppm in seeking to meet 
the pastoral pressures confronting him. 


Participation: There is a growing expectation that all the members of the 
local congregation should have a responsible place in the work of the Church. 
Individual gifts/charisms need to be honoured, accepted and used. The ppm 
must be able to release areas of responsibility into the hands of the people, 
to trust them to fulfil them - as he is trusted - and to develop the mutual 
and corporate ministry of the Church at every level. 


Change: In a changing world, the Church must be both a sign of the eternal 
and a place of adaptability, able to respond effectively and quickly to 
changing needs and circumstances. For many, however, the Church is ‘the place 
where least change takes place'. The ppm has the difficult task of 
recognizing when change is required and possible, leading the congregation to 
face its new situation and helping to implement change constructively. [over] 


ppm/2 


Ethnic denominationalism: Many of our churches have arisen out of very 
specific historical and geographical contexts. This can have considerable 
implications for their future development. We are aware for instance, of many 
churches ministering in a 'diasporal situation' in which communities have come 
together and been held together by their ethnic, linguistic or social 
backgrounds. They exist to serve a distinct section of the community, 
possibly in the language or customs of their original home. While this need 
is understandable and commendable, the ppm, together with his people, must 
also be aware of the total community into which they have come and be open to 
ecumenical and interreligious contacts as they seek to retain whatever 
distinctive features may be right and to integrate the new generation in their 
new home. There may well be an acute tension here between allegiance to the 
host community and to the original home. The ppm may have a key role in 
bearing and resolving that tension. 


Diversity: The communities in which the church lives vary as widely as the 
communities of the _ world. The work of the ppm cannot therefore be 
stereotyped. He needs to be able to respond to the particular needs of his 
neighbourhood and community. He may need specific training, specific gifts 
and abilities, even a specific kind of personality in order to cope with the 
needs of specific situations. In all this the ppm will also be able to draw 
on the variety of gifts available within his congregation. 


Mission: The congregation can all too easily become absorbed in its own 
inward life to the neglect of its work in the world. There is a fundamental 
challenge here for churches to relate their structures and life as well as the 
role of the ppm to the mission of the Church in the world, and to approach 
this on an ecumenical basis. 


Ecumenism: The rise of ecumenism between the churches poses a challenge to 
all our traditions to be open and receptive to the insights of others. As 
this is worked out in each local situation the ppm may feel threatened in 
relation to his own congregation or tradition. We are called, however, to a 
deeper commitment to the wider church and to the work of the Kingdom of God as 
a whole. We must be ready to refer people to other congregations where they 
may be beneficial, and where other styles and traditions may be beneficial for 
their spiritual development, using ecumenical agencies and making appointments 
and decisions together whenever possible. 


Depopulation: In some major cities there is a movement of people from the 
centre to the suburbs. This can create problems for city centre churches, but 
it also offers fresh opportunities for new forms of presence and witness 
during the week. In some rural areas there is a similar problem of migration 
as people move from the villages to the cities. 


Spiritual challenges: Almost everywhere secularisation is increasing. In its 
wake, new and old forms of paganism appear, new cults and ideologies arise. 
In some situations the challenge of the major world religions is a new 
development, particularly with the incursion of migrant workers and refugees. 
Within the different Christian traditions, as well as in other living faiths, 
there is a rise in forms of fundamentalism and religious intolerance. It is 
essential, therefore, for the ppm and the congregation to be aware of these 
developments and their implications in order to be able to make an appropriate 
response to them. 


Other issues: There are many other challenges that could be elaborated - 
materialism, ecology, multi-racial and multi-religious societies, 
unemployment, peace, and justice. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The US RC-Lutheran Text on Justification (Jared Wicks) 


(Wicks, a Jesuit priest, teaches in the faculty of theology at Gregorian 
University in Rome. He is a member of the International Lutheran-Catholic 
Joint Commission. This item is excerpted from Ecumenical Trends, published by 
the [US] Graymoor Ecumenical Institute. ] 


In March 1990 the Administrative Board of the US National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops authorized the publication of ‘An Evaluation of the 
Lutheran-Catholic Statement Justification by Faith'. The dialogue document on 
justification, completed in 1983, formulates the consensus reached through 
five years of work by the US Lutheran-Roman Catholic bilateral dialogue. 


This recent episcopal evaluation is the work of the US Bishops' Committee on 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs (BCEIA). Essentially, the BCEIA hails 
the work on justification as a significant step towards reconciliation between 
Lutherans and Catholics. The bishops gratefully acknowledge that the 
bilateral commission has done pioneering work in an area where many, beginning 
with Martin Luther himself, thought that Catholics and Lutherans were deeply 
opposed in belief and official doctrine. 


The US dialogue, however, pushed far beyond this misleading impression to 
identify important common convictions held by Lutherans and Catholics and to 
show openness and potential compatibility in areas where the two doctrinal 
traditions use different languages and modes of thought. 


The bishops judge the consensus document to be a well-researched and 
comprehensive exposition of the mystery of salvation in Christ. More 
pointedly, the BCEIA wholeheartedly acknowledges the basic affirmation which 
the dialogue formulated as a fundamental conviction shared by Lutherans and 
Catholics. This affirmation, highlighted in the consensus paper of 1983, 
serves to underscore. the religious and spiritual dimension underlying all 
ecumenical work with texts and formulations: 


‘Our entire hope of justification and salvation rests on Christ Jesus and on 
the Gospel whereby the good news of God's merciful action in Christ is made 
known; we do not place our ultimate trust in anything other than God's 
promise and saving work in Christ.’ 


The ... evaluators see here a consensus which anchors numerous individual 
points of ... agreement and convergence. But the BCEIA goes’ further, 
underscoring that this is ... essential for authentic Christian faith: we 
Catholic can and should affirm this fundamental conviction unreservedly. ' 


Justification by Faith signalled the completion of the seventh round of the US 
Lutheran-Catholic dialogue. ... The results of the first six rounds OLS ese 
were regularly structured by a sharp division between a common statement 
Marking out an area of consensus, and a two-part series of reflections on 
remaining problems as seen by the members of the respective sides. 
Significantly, Justification by Faith is a single document agreed to by all 
the members. 


Its three parts give (1) an informative historical panorama, (2) a topical 
analysis of points on which Lutherans and Catholics have traditionally 
differed ... and (3) the ‘perspectives for reconstruction’, based on a review 
Of biblical testimonies on justification and then articulating the growing 
convergence on specific points of doctrine. [over] 


justification/2 


Parallel with the dialogue in the US, an international bilateral commission, 
named by the Lutheran World Federation and the Pontifical Council ... for 
Promoting Christian Unity, has been working since 1967. The world-level group 
has issued major declarations on the Gospel and the church, the eucharist, 
ministry in the church, and models and phases of the project of restoring 
ecclesial communion between the Roman Catholic church and the Lutheran 
churches of the world. 


As early as 1972, the international commission's first statement, The Gospel 
and the Church, noted that ‘a far-reaching consensus is developing in the 
interpretation of justification’. This, however, was an observation made in 
passing, even somewhat tentatively, and not the outcome of an examination of 
just what Lutherans and Catholics hold today on the cluster of doctrines 
concerning sin, grace, forgiveness, renewal in the Lord, and sanctification. 


-.. The positive evaluation by the BCEIA consists in two different kinds of 
response to Justification by Faith. Numerous particulars of Lutheran 
teaching prove upon examination to elicit a Catholic acknowledgement and ready 
affirmation. 


The twelve doctrinal points which Justification by Faith lists are the 
elements of significant 'material' agreement, e.g. on original sin and the 
fall, God's pure initiative to convert the sinner, justification as God's 
effecting what he promises, faith as a trustful and self-involving response to 
the Gospel, and the fruitfulness of justification in good works. Here, the 
bishops find the document accurately expressing truths which Catholics also 
espouse. ... 


The BCEIA evaluation serves to indicate the high level of seriousness with 
which the US bishops view their ecumenical commitment. The preparation of 
this reception-document required considerable time and attention from pastors 
already keeping busy schedules. The evaluators work from a properly episcopal 
concern for the integrity of Catholic faith and doctrine, but there is no 
evidence here of hide-bound traditionalism. They approached a lengthy and at 
times subtle document with a readiness to learn. Their evaluation does credit 
to their acumen in distinguishing between particular formulations and the 
substance of the faith. 


One feels confident, in view of this evaluation, in concluding that a 
substantial agreement on justification does exist between Lutherans and 
Catholics. This is not the end of the doctrinal dialogue, but it is a 
milestone. The work of the US Lutheran-Catholic dialogue commission has 
received an important stamp of approval. This is of no little importance in a 
time which some would characterize as dominated by ecumenical fatigue or 
disillusionment and which others see as marked by confessional integralisms 
hostile to reconciling our diversities and healing our divisions. 


In the US dialogue a consensus has been ascertained. It is not, however, a 
sameness of doctrine that would in effect eliminate cherished aspects of our | 
respective traditions. The agreement has a profound religious basis in our > 
ultimate trust for salvation from God. The consensus then reveals the 
openness of our traditions to relating fruitfully to each other. The 
evaluators do signal other areas of difference, for example, on ecclesial 
mediaticn and on the relation of Scripture to the interpretive tradition, but 
these do not annul the agreement on the specific points treated in detail in 
Justification by Faith. On these topics, the consensus does in fact seem to 
be sufficient for church fellowship between Lutherans and Roman Catholics. 
[EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: A Papal View of Europe and Anglican Relations (R. William Franklin) 


[Franklin teaches at St John's University in Collegeville (Minnesota/USA). He 
is an Anglican member of the Anglican-Roman Catholic Consultation in the 
United States. This item is abridged from Ecumenical Trends, published by the 
Graymoor Ecumenical Institute in Garrison (New York/USA).] 


--- No pope has spoken so often of ‘our continent of Europe' as has John Paul 
Ii. Already in his inaugural encyclical, Redemptor Hominis of March 1979, the 
pope envisaged a uniting Europe in some advanced degree of détente, with 
cultural and ecclesiastical organizations transcending ideological and 
political boundaries. ... The pope has defined three aspects of the Roman see 
in relation to this new Europe: 


1. Ultramontanism: Building on a papal tradition that can be traced to the 
reigns of Gregory I in the sixth century and Leo III in the ninth century, and 
powerfully restated again in the 19th century by Félicité Lamennais, John Paul 
Il expects the bishop of Rome to lead an ideologically divided Europe in the 
recovery of its common roots in Christian verities and the philosophia 
perennis. 


The pope's recent diplomatic addresses are filled with reminders of the papal 
legacy in the achievement of one European culture from Ireland to the Urals. 
Acting from this pan-European stance, the pope established a Pontifical 
Council for Culture in 1982. With close ties to the Council of Europe, this 
+++ council has the specific task of addressing the textures of European life 
at the deep level of economic and political culture. John Paul II has also 
created a Council of European Episcopal Conferences .... 


2. European monasticism linked to the papacy: ... In the second theme of the 
papal scheme of a united Europe, the two Benedictine monastic strains of 
learned asceticism and cultural mission play a central role. John Paul II 
has even referred to the Benedictine monastery as ‘the symbol of a united 
Christian Europe'. In enlarging the vision of his predecessor Paul VI, who 
elevated St Benedict as patron of Europe, John Paul has given voice many times 
to the contemporary significance of the heritage of Benedict for Europe in 
providing ‘a whole network of monasteries, ... creating, as it were, -the 
connective tissue of the new reality [of a united Europe] in preparation’. 


3. European Ecumenism: While the first two themes build on papal traditions 
of the distant and recent past, the third is entirely unique to this 
pontificate. To the Council of European Episcopal Conferences, John Paul II 
Stated in October 1985 that the ecumenical task must now focus on Europe. 
Continental ecumenism represents ‘a necessary dimension of evangelization and 
a factor in the peace of Europe'. Twice more in 1989, at Trondheim, Norway, 
and then again in Turku, Finland, the pope reminded Scandinavian listeners 
that in the face of the failure or inability of many Europeans to acknowledge 
the reality of God, citizens of this continent in particular would do well to 
face up to how much they have in common in Christianity. 


In a commentary published on the eve of [Archbishop of Canterbury Robert] 
Runcie's arrival in Rome on 29 September 1989, L'Osservatore Romano ... 


underlined the particular significance of this visit ... for Europe: ‘The 
recurring point is that the re-evangelization of Europe depends crucially on 
the re-establishing of full communion of faith and sacramental life. The 


Prerequisite for this is unity at the level of faith which involves the 
reclaiming of a common heritage.' [over] 


papal europe/2 


All previous themes of the pan-European strategy were repeated by John Paul II 


to Runcie in the course of the major papal addresses [during the visit]. The 


key element of monasticism was evoked by holding the central event of the 
visit in the church ... from which Pope Gregory I sent St Augustine and his 
band of Benedictine monks to England in 596, thus establishing the first 
permanent links between the Church of England and the papacy. 


The pope noted on this occasion that Gregory I had resorted to monastic 
vitalities to restore unity to a European culture trapped by the centrifugal 
forces of early feudalism. As he recalled 'the important role that monastic 
life has always played - not least in England - in receiving, living, and 
handing on [the] word of truth', the pope's appeal was above all to restoring 
the bonds of union between England and Rome. ... 


In the same address John Paul II remembered his own visit to Canterbury as a 
‘pilgrimage to the shrine of the martyr, St Thomas Becket', the 12th-century 
predecessor of Runcie who had died to protect the ties of the English Church 
with the Roman see in face of a rising nationalism. It was the first thousand 
years when the relations of English bishops with Rome were uninterrupted that 
the pontiff now recalls in 1989 as a model for future ecumenism .... 


The conclusion must be drawn that in 1989 a special invitation was being made 
by the Vatican to the Church of England. This invitation, in isolation from 
the rest of an Anglican communion [where women are bishops in two national 
provinces] ... is a plea not to proceed along the path ... to the ordination 
of women to the priesthood .... 


This continental emphasis of the Vatican matches with great realism and hope 
rapidly changing political circumstances, and it provides a welcomed Christian 
response to secular events of recent months. Yet from an American Anglican 
perspective, John Paul II's words of September 1989 confirm what has at times 
been feared: that in talks with the worldwide Anglican Communion, the pope is 
inclined to think of the dialogue primarily in terms of the recovery of the 
Spiritual unity of Europe. ... 


The pope's vision of a united Europe, now applied to ecumenism, devalues 
further the testimony of Anglicans outside England as the testimony also of 
representatives of Christian communities overseas in communion with Canterbury. 


Furthermore, the papal addresses of September 1989 confirm that the 
pan-European vision is at least as much restorationist as it is progressive, 
as was betokened by John Paul's 1984 beatification of the martyrs of the 1793 
Vendée against the French Revolution, and that the ideal being proposed is a 
res publica europensis under the guidance of a monarchical Roman see. 


This contrasts sharply with the universal note sounded by Anglicans at the 
Lambeth Conference of 1988 and by Archbishop Runcie himself in the proposals 
he brought to Rome in the fall of 1989. At Rome, Runcie was a witness to a 
“renewed sense within Anglicanism that God calls the whole of humanity to 
become God's daughters and sons. Recent Anglican thought has been driven by 
the insight that God's creative and redemptive work in the world is intended 
to bring all of humankind into one community of faith. 


Unless quickly resolved, the clashing visions of unity which emerged this 
fall, the Anglican one universal and the Roman one continental, have the 
potential for leaving the ecumenical movement even more sadly divided and 
weakened than the arguments over the specifics of ordination and papal 
primacy. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Evangelicals among the Ecumenicals (John D'Arcy May) 


[May directs the Irish School of Ecumenics, in whose newsletter this appeared. ] 


--- Those of us who are committed to the ecumenical movement have a tendency 
to see it as somehow 'modern' and ‘progressive’ - not to Say ‘liberal' - while 
evangelicalism is regarded as rather old fashioned and intellectually inferior. 


In fact, the real Christian mass movement around the world is evangelicalism 
shading off into hardline fundamentalism, with strong admixtures of 
pentecostalism and adventism though in a somewhat uneasy relationship. 


Mature young people, not only in the Third World but also in countries like 
Ireland, see this as modern and progressive because characterised by 
experiences of religious certainty, healing and community. 


It is traditional ecumenism that suddenly appears old fashioned and misguided, 
a thing of the past, the product of an earlier generation which was misled by 
‘liberal’ tendencies into straying far from the gospel. ... 


The modern mission movement arose almost 200 years ago under the impulse of a 
new sense of possibility opened up by science and the voyages of discovery 
+++, religious revival, and millennial expectations. 


It involved a fundamental ... reassessment of the ‘great commission' to preach 
the gospel to all, centring on conversion and inclusive in scope, i.e. 
extending to social service and the abolition of slavery. 


It aimed from the start at establishing indigenous churches, but it was purely 
"one-way': the gospel superseded all religions and cultures, and only Europe 
could bring the authentic gospel. 


This was a fundamental contradiction which led to the continued appearance of 
independent churches and ... to the bifurcation of the whole movement into 
‘modernist' (later ‘secular') and ‘pentecostal' (becoming ‘fundamentalist’ ) 
streams. 


Because fundamentalism was regarded with disdain by the largely liberal 
academic establishment, this - by far the stronger of the two currents - was 
not studied, and consequently we realise today that we know very little about 
at. 


‘Both currents tended to advocate one-way mission, individual conversion, and 
meglect of the church. Each represents a premature attempt to communicate the 
‘gospel to a rapidly evolving world society in which there is no more room for 
exclusively western European pretensions to superiority. 


Where does this leave the ecumenical movement? Suitably chastened, I would 
hope, but by no means discouraged. Just as ecumenicals have had to learn 
hard lessons about the true implications of dialogue and the priority of the 
option for the poor, evangelicals too are going through fascinating 
‘developments .... 


But support - including financial support - for the ecumenical movement and 
its institutions is dwindling under the fundamentalist onslaught. There are 
hard times ahead, I fear, and not just in Ireland. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Hinduism and Christianity (U.R. Ananthamurthy) 


[Ananthamurthy is vice chancellor of Mahatma Gandhi University in Kottayam, 
India. This is excerpted from an article in the ecumenical People's Reporter 
semi-monthly, published in Bangalore. ] 


... [The question] ‘How can I believe that Christ is the only incarnation of 
God?' ... would ... be the problem of a deeply religious Hindu who is 
fascinated by Christianity, but at the same time has problems at _ the 
philosophical, metaphysical level. We have to acknowledge them. ... 


Now, what is the problem in the great encounter of Christ with the Indian 
renaissance, that is, between the two great religions Buddhism and Hinduism, 
on the one hand, and Christianity on the other? ... 


I would say Christianity as a religion has values and principles which are 
[generally] context-free. Hinduism has [many] values... [that vary 
depending on the] situation, the position in which you find yourself. So, 
many of the values that Hinduism believes in are context-sensitive. They are 
not absolute values. ... 


[Just as some Christians have] moved more towards the context-sensitive ideas 
in the Christian world, so too, there are quite a few Hindus who have moved 
towards the context-free, the absolute. ... 


Mahatma Gandhi ... moved more towards the context-free set of values, and 
hence he moved closer to Christianity, whereas the traditional Hindu would 
have been more context-sensitive. ... 


[Hindus, thus, can hold seemingly contradictory values] without any sense of 
hypocrisy. But a Christian can easily become a hypocrite, because he has to 
believe in a certain ‘absolute'. But that danger is less in the context- 
sensitive world. 


And, hence, no Indian epic has the kind of intensity that a Christian epic can 
have. It has to be inclusive. Intensity is the result of search for an 
absolute. Inclusiveness takes away intensity, but brings another kind of 
richness. ... 


I am fascinated by Christ myself. So I want to see why I am fascinated, being 
born a Hindu. ... At best, Hinduism has responded to the suffering Jesus and 
not to the resurrected Jesus. 


The resurrected Jesus belongs to the ... [Indian epic tradition, and so] there 
is nothing new there, whereas the suffering Jesus is something new. ... 


[In another aspect], Christianity has been associated with modernisation and 
colonialisation, with Europe making its impact. ... It was only when the 
Portuguese came, and then the British came, that Christianity got its edge. ... 


Christianity has as much space for Hinduism within it as Hinduism has space 
for Christianity. I sometimes feel that it is only Islam which has no space 
bike sthis .ckly 


That aspect of Christianity which attacks the evils of the Hindu caste system, 
etc., was good, and it worked to a little extent. ... [EPS] 
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A warm welcome to. Ken Mubu, who begins work this issue as associate editor 


of EPS. He comes to EPS from the Botswana Christian Council, where he was its 
communications officer [EPS 90.04.30]. 
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OLD CATHOLICS HOLD 25TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


Several hundred Old Catholics and ecumenical visitors, mostly from Europe, met 
in Geneva at the end of last month (27-31 August) for the 25th International 
Old Catholic Congress. Theme of the congress, which has no legislative 
authority in Old Catholicism, was 'New Life in Christ.' 


Besides worship and recreation, the congress included four forums, with each 
congress participant able to choose one and attend several sessions. Most of 
the experts engaged for the forums were not Old Catholic, but rather Roman 
Catholic, Reformed, or Anglican. In addition to languages commonly used 
officially at international church gatherings - German, French, and English - 
interpretation for Dutch, Polish, and Italian speakers was also provided. 


The forums focused on Aids, the sick, and the dying; the mentally disabled, 
former prisoners, and the unemployed; violence and non-violence, 
reconciliation and dialogue, and racism; and the place of women in the church 
(including, but not limited to, the issue of the ordination of women). 


With little debate, and just a few negative votes, the congress voted to ask 
the international conference of 01d Catholic bishops to take the same position 
on the ordination of women as priests and bishops as it has taken on their 
ordination as deacons - that each 01d Catholic church can decide for itself. 


Women have been ordained as 01d Catholic deacons in Switzerland, Germany, and 
the Netherlands. In Germany and Switzerland, the Old Catholic Synods have 
voted in favor of the ordination of women as priests, or at least said it is 
not to be rejected as contrary to the faith. Official Old Catholic opposition 
to the ordination of women as priests or bishops is particuarly strong in 
North America and Poland. 


Under terms of a 1931 agreement, most Anglican and Old Catholic dioceses are 
in communion with each other. But the largest Old Catholic denomination, the 
US-based Polish National Catholic Church, ended communion with the Anglican 
Church of Canada and the US-based Episcopal Church, following the ordination 
of women as priests in those bodies in the 1970s. 


The congress opened with a multi-lingual celebration of the eucharist at the 
Old Catholic parish in Geneva. The closing eucharist was in the chapel of the 
Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. Most congress sessions took place at the centre, 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches (to which all the Old Catholic 
dioceses belong) and other international church bodies. The next congress is 
to take place in 1994 in the Netherlands. 


Worldwide, there are about half a million Old Catholics in dioceses which are 
part of the Union of Utrecht; the Old Catholic archbishop of Utrecht, 
Currently Antonius Jan Glazemaker, is ‘first among equals' in the Old Catholic 
hierarchy. The union celebrated its 100th anniversary last year. 


What is now Old Catholicism has its roots in three ‘national Catholic’ splits 
from Roman Catholicism - in the Netherlands in the early 18th century, in 
Switzerland, Germany, and Austria-Hungary in the 1870s, and in the United 
States at the end of the 19th century. 


Another such division, at the turn of this century, resulted in what is now 
the Philippine Independent Church. Though not formally part of the Union of 
Utrecht, it is treated as a close kin by Utrecht members. [EPS] 
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BAPTISTS HOLD 16TH WORLD CONGRESS 


The 16th Baptist World Congress met for five days last month (14-18 August) in 
Seoul. Its sessions attracted more than 10 000 Baptists from more than 80 
countries, plus another 50 000 from South Korea. 


About 10 000 people were baptised at two mass baptisms during the congress, 
whose theme was ‘Together in Christ.' 


Previous congresses, held every five years, had had at most half a dozen 
Soviet participants, but this time, about 150 people came from the Soviet 
Union. No participants came from North Korea, though congress leaders had 
extended a special invitation to them. 


Knud Wumpelmann, a Danish pastor who recently retired as staff leader of the 
European Baptist Federation, was elected to succeed Noel Vose, president of a 
theological college in Australia, as president of the 145-denomination Baptist 
World Alliance, which arranges the congresses. 


The congress also elected 12 BWA vice presidents. 


The new president said that while some Christians ‘get scared of difference, 
.e- variety is a gift of God which enriches us. None of us can express the 
full truth, but together we understand God's love. In any possible way, we 
need to get close to one another, to know one another better, and by knowing 
one another better, God has given each of us a gift of mercy. By sharing 
that, the Christian church is growing. ' 


In a series of resolutions, participants approved a seven-part Seoul Covenant, 
which includes a pledge to try to present the gospel of Jesus Christ to every 
person in the world by the end of the century. 


Also, they denounced religious persecution and intolerance, especially 
anti-Semitic practices and slogans, and expressed ‘Christian compassion for 
the families of South Korea and North Korea who have been separted for 44 
years' because of ideological and political differences. 


Throughout the meeting, congress leaders and speakers prayed repeatedly for 
God to prepare the way for the Christian message in places such as North 
Korea, China, and parts of the Soviet Union. 


In an address to the congress, President Charles Adams of the US-based 
Progressive National Baptist Convention urged participants to '‘'go back home 
and demonstrate love, explicate love, accentuate love, perpetuate love, 
celebrate love, and appreciate love.’ 


During a women's celebration at the congress, Catherine Allen, new president 
of the BWA Women's Department, said men should not bear the main 
responsibility for evangelizing the women of the world. ‘Let us not send a 
man to do a woman's work,' she said. 


The next congress is to meet in Buenos Aires, 11-15 July 1995. Besides 
approving the next congress site, the BWA General Council, which met during 
the congress, approved more than 1.7 million US dollars in funding goals for 
BWA aid projects in 1990. [EPS] . 
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EPS 90.09.03 
MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE MOVES TO FRANCE 


The Mennonite World Conference, which has been based in Carol Stream, a town 
near Chicago, has moved _ to Strasbourg, in eastern France. The MWC 
announcement came after the 12th MWC Assembly, in July in Winnipeg. The next 
MWC assembly will probably be in 1996 in India. That year marks the 500th 
anniversary of the birth of Dutch theologian Mennon Simons, whose spiritual 
descendents make up the various Mennonite communities around the world. 


Theme of the Winnipeg assembly was ‘Witnessing to Christ in Today's World.’ A 
statement issued at the gathering urged Mennonites around the world to ‘join 
in a confession of praise, of repentance, and of commitment' prepared by the 
MWC Faith and Life Committee and approved by the MWC Executive Committee. 


The assembly elected Raul Garcia, president of the Argentine Mennonite Church, 
as MWC president. The new vice president is Ed van Straten, general secretary 
of the Dutch Mennonite Conference. Approximately 13 000 people registered for 
the meeting, more than 11 000 of them from North America. That, however, was 
lower than expected, leaving an excess of assembly expenditures over income of 
more than 300 000 Canadian dollars. The MWC general budget (for all MWC 
operations except the assembly) is about 200 000 US dollars a year. 


World Mennonite membership is about 850 000, in Mennonite or related bodies in 
60 countries. Countries with the largest Mennonite memberships include the 
United States (about 266 000), Canada (114 000), Zaire (113 000), India (77 
000), Indonesida (66 000), Soviet Union (26 000), Tanzania (20 000), Paraguay 
(20 000), Mexico (20 000), and West Germany (18 000). [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.04 
SRI LANKA: METHODISTS WARN OVER 'SENSELESS CARNAGE’ 


The Methodist Church in Sri Lanka has expressed ‘deep concern over the 
senseless carnage' in several places in Sri Lanka in connection with ongoing 
ethnic conflict there. ‘We condemn especially the wanton and brutal attacks’ 
on people in places of worship of different religions, and on ‘innocent 
Civilians' in their homes and villages,’ the MCSL statement Says. It calls on 
"all leaders of our country of all political parties to come together to meet 
the impending challenge to our nation, and work towards a cessation of 
| hostilities and a basis for a lasting peace.' 


| From Geneva, World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro 
| appealed to Sri Lankan President Ranasinghe Premadasa to take all possible 
measures to protect civilian lives. He also expressed concern about the lack 
| of food and other essential supplies. The WCC inter-church aid commission 

(CICARWS) has issued a renewed appeal for funds to support church relief 
efforts, noting that both the Relief and Rehabilitation Committee of the 
National Christian Council, and the Jaffna Diocese of the [United] Church of 
| South India have made it clear "they are running out of money.' 


Estimates of the number of displaced people in Sri Lanka, particularly in the 
north and east, range up to a million. The population of the country is about 
|} 17 million. The two main ethnic groups are Sinhalese (a bit less than three 
Quarters .of the population) and Tamils (a bit less than a fifth of the 
population). In terms of religion, about 70 percent are Buddhist, about 15 
percent Hindu. Of the remaining 15 percent, there are roughly equal numbers 
of Chritians and Muslims. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.05 
WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION HOLDS 30TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


More than 200 people - including one voting delegate each from the 100 or so 
member movements - were expected at Chantilly, north of Paris, for the 30th 
General Assembly of the World Student Christian Federation (5-15 September). 


WSCF assemblies are held every four or five years. The theme of this one 
focused on ‘student witness in pluralist societies.’ It was preceded (2-4 
September) by a three-day gathering for women, the third such meeting. 


Participants met in smaller groups to consider more than two dozen topics, 
including overviews of the various WSCF movements, WSCF as a worldwide 
fellowship, the partnership of men and women, ecumenism, communications, 
political issues, theology, leadership development, plans for the 100th 
anniversary of WSCF (in 1995), finances, and changing educational systems. 


Other issues for group discussion included '500 years of colonization in Latin 
America and the Caribbean,' Europe after 1992 (the date by which the 12 
countries of the European Community are scheduled to come closer together), 
the Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students (projected for Brazil in 
1992), human sexuality, changes in the Soviet Union, refugees and migrants, 
interfaith dialogue, aids, ethics and biotechnology, human rights, ecological 
issues, nuclear issues in the Pacific, southern Africa in the wake of Namibian 
independence, Palestine, drug traffic, and the 'new religious right.’ 


The assembly considered proposed constitutional changes, and the pros and cons 
of current WSCF structure. (Since the early 1970s, WSCF has accented 
regionalism, with Geneva staff forming a small, inter-regional office.) 


In his section of the report of the two co-general secretaries, Manuel 
Quintero said regionalization ‘put an end to the homogenous understanding of 
the federation which had its roots in a eurocentric conception of our mission, 
of the church, and of society.' But, he noted, two decades later, ‘we are far 
from consensus' about whether to further ‘deepen the process of 
regionalization,' or to broaden ‘our sense of belonging to a global entity." 


In the 1980s, he said, ‘save for scarce exceptions,' WSCF ‘ceased to be an 
ecumenical movement in which new ideas were generated, and in which new 
theological visions were put to the test.' He said that at the inter-regional 
level, ‘the intellectual quest was replaced ... by an atmosphere of passivity | 
and conformity which precluded a thorough discussion of ideas and priorities — 
of a global nature.’ 


In her section of the report, Christine Ledger noted that ‘with some few 
notable exceptions’ national student Christian movements (SCMs) face ‘enormous 
difficulties in consolidating their ecumenical work with students.' 


Whereas an SCM was once the largest, or only, Christian organisation in an 
educational institution, ‘a typical SCM now struggles to be a visible and 
viable presence among students, with the louder and bigger voices of 
conservative groups predominating.' In some cases, she noted, there is also 
‘active governmental repression ... and/or internal splits.' | 


She urged more attention to relationships between WSCF member movements and 
church bodies and ecumenical councils, with all ‘open to new ideas, new 
approaches to student work for the 1990s.' She also distinguished between 
youth and students, suggesting WSCF concentrate on the latter. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.06 
CANADA: UNITED CHURCH COUNCIL REAFFIRMS CONTROVERSIAL STATEMENT (Bob Bettson) 


The General Council of the United Church of Canada has reaffirmed its 
controversial 1988 stand that any UCC member should be eligible for 
consideration for ordination, regardless of sexual orientation. The council, 
which met for nine days in London (Ontario) last month, voted 302-74 to uphold 
its decision of two years ago, which has sparked considerable turmoil. 


Community of Concern, an unofficial group in the denomination, has waged a 
two-year battle to have the 1988 policy repealed. More than 1250 UCC 
congregations had formally expressed their views on it, the overwhelming 
majority opposed. But a committee of 26 council members, which gathered five 
days before the council meeting to start wrestling with the issue, concluded 
any change ‘would send an unacceptable message to the church of retreat from 
the justice position established by the church in 1988.' 


After hours of debate, the council agreed, but sent a supplemental message 
urging unity in theological diversity, acknowledging that the denomination is 
"not of one mind' on the issues, and urging further struggle, dialogue, and 
prayer are necessary. 


The council decision was rejected by Community of Concern representatives. 
Its executive director, Gordon Ross, and its president, John Trueman, resigned 
their positions as corresponding members at the council, and left the floor 
wearing black sashes. They predicted many people will leave the denomination. 


The new UCC moderator, Walter Farquharson, a rural pastor from Saltcoats 
(Saskatchewan), issued a pastoral letter to the 4000 UCC congregations urging 
that ‘the doors of the United Church must always be open' to those who leave 
in protest. ‘I'm abolutely confident that most members of the United Church 
will stay with the United Church,' he said. "Some will stay, though they 
experience a great deal of pain, and feel misunderstood. ' 


Noting the ‘obvious depth of conviction and feeling' of the responses, the 
committee said that ‘being self-selected and non-systematic in form,' they are 
‘neither a random sample nor a means of assessing how many people hold any 
particular concern.' It also suggested that actions by UCC conferences 
(regions) in the past two years "suggest an emerging consensus in favor’ of it. 


Don Linkletter, the minister who chaired the review committee, said it tried 
to ‘listen to people's voices, but I don't think any of us would want to make 
the claim that we simply respond to numbers, but that we try to discern the 
truth.' He said each response was read by one or more committee members, but 
"there is a difference between listening carefully to the ... concerns that 
people raise, and agreeing with them.' 


In other actions, the council urged withdrawal of Canadians from the US-led 
international military force in the Gulf area, and called on Iraq to release 
all foreigners being held in Iraq and Kuwait. On a domestic issue, it said 
"we lament and condemn the racism - including our own - towards Native peoples 
across Canada which is so evident in the degrading treatment of Native people 
in Oka and Kahnawake [Québec] by the police forces, politicians, and general 
Ppublic.' (Some Natives have been blocking bridges to protest a plan to build 
a golf course on land the Natives consider reserved for them.) Also, to save 
money, the council voted to move UCC national offices out of Toronto, the 
nation's largest city, to the Kitchener-Waterloo area, about 70 miles west of 
Toronto. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.07 
ZAMBIA: CHURCH-STATE RIFT WIDENS 


Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda has accused the church in Zambia of creating 
hatred and spreading false rumours that he plotted the death of the late Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Elias Mutale of Kasama, who died in a car crash in 
February. Briefing visiting Anglican Archbishop Khotso Makhulu of Botswana, 
whose church province includes Zambia, Kaunda said the Zambian church has 
ganged up with multi-party advocates and is fueling hatred in Zambia. 


Kaunda singled out two church-related publications, Icenjelo and the National 
Mirror, for propagating half truths ‘instead of reflecting reality.’ He said 
he will meet soon with church leaders to discuss ‘what is happening in the 
nation. I will ask them to tell me what I should do,' he said. 


In a strongly-worded statement, the Roman Catholic bishops of Zambia have 
questioned the supremacy of the only legal party, UNIP, and accused the 
one-party system of a lack of accountability. The Christian Council and the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia have also called for multi-partyism. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.08 
KENYA: THOUSANDS ATTEND BISHOP'S BURIAL 


Thousands of mourners converged on Eldoret (22 August) for the burial of 
Anglican Bishop Alexander Muge, killed in a car crash (14 August) as he was 
returning from Busia. A few days before the crash, he had been warned by 
now-resigned Labor Minister Peter Okondo that he risked death if he visited 
Busia [EPS 90.08.65]. 


At the funeral, several church leaders criticised politicians, and hoped they 
had learned ‘a big lesson out of the satanic act that led to Muge's death.’ 
Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria said the death of Muge would strengthen the 
church. He wondered why those who had condemned Muge to death were now 
sending sympathy messages to his family. He called on the Attorney General 
Mathew Muli to give the ‘entire truth' about Muge's death. 


Many speakers eulogised Muge as a great human-rights crusader. Roman Catholic 
Bishop Raphael Ndingi Mwana'a Nzeki (Nakuru diocese) said Muge's spirit lives 
on. National Council of Churches of Kenya General Secretary Sam Kobia said he 
hopes the bishop's death will bring Kenyans 'the justice, peace, and democracy 
that we are all searching for.' 


Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu (Maseno South diocese) called Muge a martyr in 
‘the second liberation struggle for Africa.' He said leaders of integrity are 
treated with suspicion, and their freedom to act freely frustrated by a ‘false 
system like the one party dictatorship prevalent in most African countries.’ 
Roman Catholic Bishop John Nijenga (Mombasa diocese) said the Roman Catholic 
Church in Kenya supports the call for a public inquiry into Muge's death, and 
condemns the philosophy of national security which allows people to be 
detained without trial. 


The synod of Muge's diocese (Eldoret) has called for Okondo to ‘prove his 
innocence' in the death. It said that even if Okondo did not actually kill 
Muge, his remarks ‘might have created fertile ground and opportunity for the 
victim's enemies and detractors to exploit.' Muge's widow, Herma, says she 
will stand firm and continue her late husband's struggle. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.09 
PRISON CHAPLAINS HOLD INTERNATIONAL CONSULTATION 


More than 200 participants from nearly 40 countries met at the Ecumenical 
Institute, near Geneva (22-26 August), for the Second International 
Consultation of Prison Chaplains, sponsored by the International Prison 
Chaplains Association. 


Theme of the gathering was ‘Opportunities and Prospects for Pastrol Care in 
Prisons.' Topics of major addresses included "the universal church in closed 
institutions,’ ‘loving one's neighbor and one's enemy behind bars,' and ‘the 
community of prison chaplains. ' . 


Participants met in small groups to discuss the main presentations, and in 
workshops to consider issues arising out of the smaller groups. 


In a report to the consultation, the IPCA steering committee said it has 
compiled an international directory of prison chaplains. Future plans include 
the establishment of regional and national IPCA chapters. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.10 
CANADIAN CHURCH LEADERS ISSUE STATEMENT ON MOHAWK CRISIS 


Canadian church leaders have issued a statement of concern in connection with 
the two-month dispute involving Mohawk Native Canadians near Montréal in 
connection with a dispute over over land for a proposed golf-course extension. 


The ecumenical statement came just days before Canadian troops moved in and 
removed barricades Mohawks had erected at bridges to protest the plans to use 
the land. 


Those who signed the statement included representatives of the Canadian 
Council of Churches, Canadian Conference of [Roman] Catholic Bishops, 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, Reformed Churches in Canada, Anglican Church of 
Canada, Religious Society of Friends, United Church of Canada, and Mennonite 
Central Committee. 


The leaders particularly expressed concern that the government had abandoned 
‘peaceful negotiations, and has instead ‘resorted to military force as the 
means of resolving the crisis.' 


‘The leaders said the curtailment of food and medical Supplies to the Mohawk 
communities for several weeks has become ‘unbearable’. They called for the 
governemnt to consider the issues involved in the standoff as ‘matters of 
justice that require political and not military solutions.' They said that 
‘the current land dispute reflects land-rights and self-government issues 
affecting Mohawks and other Native Canadians which ‘have gone unresolved for 
Over 200 years.’ 
The church leaders referred to a 1987 declaration in which they called for a 
"New Convenant' between Native and other Canadians "based on a just settlement 
and implementation of aboriginal rights.' They called upon the government to 
restrain the military from use of intimidation tactics which might provoke 
violence and to encourage negotiations in the crisis. Urging an ‘ongoing and 
peaceful solution to the crisis,' they recommended creation of a special 
ommission with the mandate and powers to negotiate the settlement of 
Outstanding Native land claims and other issues. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.11 

SITUATION OF CHRISTIAN CLERGY IN KUWAIT UNCLEAR 

The situation of Christian clergy in Kuwait in the wake of the Iraqi invasion 
was unclear at the end of last month. An Anglican priest, Michael Jones, was 
reportedly forced at gunpoint by Iraqi soldiers to go to Iraq. He and his 
wife Jean had reportedly been helpful to expatriates trying to leave Kuwait 
after the Iraqis came. The situation of the US Baptist minister who took 
refugee at the US embassy in Kuwait was unclear, and there was no firm 
information about the bishop and other staff at the Roman Catholic cathedral 
in Kuwait. Meanwhile, some messages beamed to US soldiers in Saudi Abrabia by 
Iraqi radio include a religious appeal: ‘How do you fight against Iraq,' they 
ask, ‘and you know that there are more than 200 churches in it? Do you want 
to kill a Christian like you and to be killed by him? Will you be pleased to 
be ended like this?' An estimated 3.5 percent of the Iraqi population of 17 
million is counted as Christian. Almost all the rest are Muslims. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.12 
GREECE: STATE OF EMERGENCY NEAR FAMOUS MONASTERIES 
Because of raging forest fires, a state of emergency was declared (23 August) 
in the part of northern Greece which includes Mount Athos, site of several 
Eastern Orthodox monasteries. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.13 

USA: SECOND RC BISHOP STOPS DIACONAL ORDINATIONS OVER WOMEN 

A second US Roman Catholic bishop says he is not ordaining men as permanent 
deacons. Writing in the newspaper of his diocese (Richmond, in the state of 
Virginia), Walter Sullivan says he does not ordain deacons ‘because we cannot 
ordain women deacons.’ Seattle Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen has announced 
the same policy. In current Roman Catholic practice, only men can be 
ordained; dioceses are not required to have permanent deacons. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.14 
IRELAND: RC BISHOPS REJECT PROPOSAL TO EXCOMMUNICATE IRA MEMBERS 
The Roman Catholic bishops in Ireland have rejected as ‘counterproductive' an 
appeal to excommunicate members and supporters of the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA). Speaking for his colleagues, Bishop Joseph Duffey (Galway diocese) 
said the church wants to ‘wean people away from violence,' and _ that 
excommunication would make that ‘all the more difficult' to do. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.15 
SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH LEADERS ON VIOLENCE, POLICE CONDUCT | 
In connection with violence involving different groups of blacks, 15 church © 
leaders of the Witwatersrand area of South Africa urged church members to > 
‘desist from violence and find other methods of dealing with ideological 
differences.’ They said ‘police can play a significant and creative role by 
showing their impartiality, by disarming all people, dispersing all militant 
crowds, and either closing the hostels or turning them into family units, so 
that they may no longer be used as staging posts for attacks against the 
community at large.' Signers of the statement include leaders from ecumenical — 
bodies and denominations of several traditions (Anglican, Methodist, Roman 
Catholic, Independent, and Reformed). [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.16 
AUSTRALIAN ANGLICAN BISHOP SAYS HE WILL ORDAIN WOMEN AS PRIESTS IN FEBRUARY 
Owen Dowling, bishop of the Australian Anglican diocese of Canberra and > 
Goulbourn says he will ordain eight women as priests 24 February. The 
ordination of women as priests has been debated for several years in the 
Anglican Church of Australia, so far without agreement. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.17 

FOUR ECUMENICAL APPEALS TOTAL US$ 4.4 MILLION 

Four new or renewed appeals totally 4.4 million US dollars were made last 
month by the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the 
World Council of Churches. A renewed appeal for 3.6 million is to respond to 
the effects of famine and war in Ethiopia. Also issued were new appeals for 
300 000 to help people who have fled Iraq and Kuwait, for 300 000 to respond 
to effects of floods on the Atlantic coast of Nicaragua, and for 200 000 for 
relief and recovery programs following the failed coup in Trinidad and Tobago. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.09.18 

UK: CHURCH REPS REJECT WAR CRIMES BILL 

The House of Lords has defeated legislation which would have enabled present 
UK citizens and residents to be charged with crimes committed during World War 
iI. Senior Anglican bishops and Methodist minister Lord Soper were among 
opponents of the bill. Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, the leading 
bishop of the [Anglican] Church of England, said war crimes are acts of 
barbarism but it ‘cannot ... [be] right to introduce retrospective legislation 
to achieve what we failed to do then.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.19 

PHILIPPINES: ANGLICAN COUNCIL OPPOSES US MILITARY BASES 

The Executive Council of the Philippine Episcopal [Anglican] Church has called 
for the removal of all US military bases from the country. The council 
described the bases as ‘an affront to the sovereignty’ of the Philippines. It 
called on the government to develop a viable plan to address the economic 
dislocation that would result from a pull out of the bases. The US-Philippine 
agreement which allows the bases expires in 1991, and the government has 
indicated it may not agree to extend it. [EPS] 


' EPS 90.09.20 

NAMIBIA: RISING CRIME RATE ALARMS CHURCH COMMISSION 

The rising crime rate since Namibia became independent last March has prompted 
an appeal from Secretary William Amutenya of the Roman Catholic Justice and 
Peace Commission in Namibia for public support for government efforts to 
prevent crime. Amutenya also criticised white members of the Namibia police 
who were previously part of the South African colonial police; he said public 
cooperation in fighting the rising crime rate will be hard to get if those 
police officers do not change their racist attitudes. Amutenya said his 
commission will organise seminars on crime prevention and ‘encourage priests 
to continuously raise the issue in their sermons.' Other community leaders 
have accused the police of not carrying out proper night patrols and 
investigations in response to reports, thus encouraging gangs to carry out 
Criminal acts. Police authorities have complained of a lack of personnel and 
vehicles, as well as a poor relationship with the public. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.21 

ASIA-PACIFIC CHRISTIAN PEACE GROUP SENDS PROTESTS TO USA, FRANCE 

The Executive Committee of the Asia-Pacific Christian Peace Conference has 
sent a letter of protest to US President George Bush because of US plans to 
destroy chemical weapons, stored in Europe, on US-controlled Johnson Atoll, in 
the Pacific Ocean. The committee said such action ‘could result in the 
contamination of the environment, which would one day turn up in the food 
chain.' The group also sent a letter to French President Frangois Mitterand 
protesting his country's continued testing of nuclear weapons in the Pacific 
region. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.22 
ECUTEXT: Christology and Religious Plurality 


[This is excerpted from a _ statement by participants in an ecumenical 
consultation early this year in Baar (Switzerland). Related items appeared as 
EPS 90.01.82 and 90.05.87.] 


... Because we have seen and experienced goodness, truth, and holiness among 
followers of other paths and ways than that of Jesus Christ, we are forced to 
confront with total seriousness the question raised in the [WCC] Guidelines on 
Dialogue (1979) concerning the universal creative and redemptive activity of 
God towards all humankind and the particular redemptive activity of God in the 
history of Israel and in the person and work of Jesus Christ (para. 23). 


We find ourselves recognizing a need to move beyond a theology which confines 
salvation to the explicit personal commitment to Jesus Christ. 


We affirm that in Jesus Christ, the incarnate Word, the entire human family 
has been united to God in an irrevocable bond and covenant. 


The saving presence of God's activity in all creation and human history comes 
to its focal point in the event of Christ. 


In Jesus' words and action, in his proclamation, in his ministry of healing 
and service, God was establishing his reign on earth, a sovereign rule whose 
presence and power cannot be limited to any one community or culture. 


The attitudes of Jesus as He reached out to those beyond the house of Israel 
testify to this universal reign. 


He spoke with the woman of Samaria, affirming all who would worship God in 
Spirit and truth (Jn. 4:7-24). He marvelled at the faith of a centurion, 
acknowledging that He had not found such faith in all Israel (Matt. 8:5-11). 


For the sake of a Syro-Phoenician woman, and in response to her faith, he 
performed a miracle of healing (Matt. 15:21-28). 


But while it appears that the saving power of the reign of God made present in 
Jesus during His earthly ministry was in some sense limited (cf. Matt. 10:23), 
through the event of His death and resurrection, the paschal mystery itself, 
these limits were transcended. 


The cross and the resurrection disclose for us the universal dimension of the 
Saving mystery of God. 


This saving mystery is mediated and expressed in many and various ways as 
God's plan unfolds toward its fulfilment. 


It may be available to those outside the fold of Christ (Jn. 10:16) in ways we 
cannot understand, as they live faithful and truthful lives in their concrete 
circumstances and in the framework of the religious traditions which guide and 
inspire them. 


The Christ event is for us the clearest expression of the salvific will of God 
in all human history. (I Tim. 2:4) ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.23 
ECUTEXT: The Holy Spirit and Religious Plurality 


[This is excerpted from a statement by participants in an _ ecumenical 
consultation early this year in Baar (Switzerland). Related items appeared as 
EPS 90.01.82 and 90.05.87.] 


--- We have learned again to see the activity of the Spirit as beyond our 
definitions, descriptions and limitations, as ‘the wind blows where it wills' 
(John 3:8). We have marvelled at the ‘economy' of the Spirit in all the 
world, and are full of hope and expectancy. We see the freedom of the Spirit 
moving in ways which we cannot predict, we see the nurturing power of the 
Spirit bringing order out of chaos and renewing the face of the earth, and the 
“energies' of the Spirit working within and inspiring human beings in their 
universal longing for and seeking after truth, peace, and justice. ... 


We are clear, therefore, that a positive answer must be given to the question 
raised in the [WCC] Guidelines on Dialogue (1979): ‘Is it right and helpful 
to understand the work of God outside the church in terms of the Holy Spirit?' 
(para. 23). We affirm unequivocally that God the Holy Spirit has been at work 
in the life and traditions of peoples of living faiths. 


Further we affirm that it is within the realm of the Spirit that we may be 
able to interpret the truth and goodness of other religions and distinguish 
the ‘things that differ', so that our ‘love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment' (Phil. 1:9-10). 


We also affirm that the Holy Spirit, the Interpreter of Christ and of our own 
Scriptures (John 14:26) will lead us to understand afresh the deposit of the 
faith already given to us, and into fresh and unexpected discovery of new 
wisdom and insight, as we learn more from our neighbours of other faiths. ... 


Our recognition of the mystery of salvation in men and women of other 
religious traditions shapes the concrete attitudes with which we Christians 
must approach them in interreligious dialogue. We need to respect their 
religious convictions, different as these may be from our own, and to admire 
the things which God has accomplished and continues to accomplish in them 
through the Spirit. 


Interreligious dialogue is therefore a ‘two-way street’. Christians must 
enter into it in a spirit of openness, prepared to receive from others, while 
on their part, they give witness of their own faith. Authentic dialogue opens 
both partners to a deeper conversion to the God who speaks to each through the 
other. 


Through the witness of others, we Christians can truly discover facets of the 
divine mystery which we have not yet seen or responded to. The practice of 
dialogue will thus result in the deepening of our own life of faith. We 
believe that walking together with people of other living faiths will bring us 
to a fuller understanding and experience of truth. 


We feel called to allow the practice of interreligious dialogue to transform 
the way in which we do theology. We need to move toward a dialogical theology 
in which the praxis of dialogue together with that of human liberation, will 
constitute ... both a source and basis for theological work. The challenge of 
religious plurality and the praxis of dialogue are part of the context in 
which we must search for fresh understandings, new questions, and better 
expressions of our Christian faith and commitment. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 90.09.24 
ECUTEXT: Letter to WCC Members in Europe on Anti-Semitism 


(World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro sent this letter to 
WCC members in Europe (8 August).] 


In the midst of many tumultous events taking place in the world there is also 
alarming evidence in Europe of dangerous expressions of xenophobia and 
anti-Semitism. 


Various manifestations of racism are no longer isolated or marginal phenomena 
but are present and manifest in many European societies. 


Desecration of Jewish cemeteries in France and threats to Jewish communities 
in the Soviet Union leave frightening imprints. 


Five decades after the Shoah (Holocaust), anti-Semitism is apparent once again 
on the fringes of political life. 


We are deeply concerned about this new wave of intolerance towards minorities 
and incitement to racial hatred. Racism denies our common humanity in 
creation and our belief that we are all made in God's image. 


The WCC has in different ways and on many occasions condemned racism and 
anti-Semitism. 


The World Council of Churhes already at its First Assembly, in Amsterdam, 
1948, declared: 


We call upon the churches we represent to denounce ani-Semitism, no 
matter what its origin, as absolutely irreconcilable with the 
profession and practice of the Christian faith. Anti-Semitism is sin 
against God and man. 


This appeal has been reiterated many times. 


In spite of a renewed and mutually beneficial relationship between Jews and 
Christians, one cannot disregard the fact that there is a special obligation 
for Christians to make sure that anti-Semitism is combatted wherever it 
appears. 


The persecution of Jews has a long and persistent history, especially in 
countries where Jews constitute a minority among Christians. 


The Christian churches are still committed to look into their own traditions, 
where teachings of contempt for Jews and Judaism proved a spawning ground for 
the evils of anti-Semitism. 


This is why I appeal to Christians in countries where the spectre of 
anti-Semitism again haunts the Jewish people, not to fail in their resolve to 
take action against these acts of racism and to be available in human 
solidarity. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: WCC Letter to Mandela and de Klerk 


[General Secretary Emilio Castro sent this letter (8 August) to South African 
President F.W. de Klerk and ANC Deputy President Nelson Mandela. } 


The World Council of Churches wishes to express profound thanks for the 
progress made in the latest round of talks between the delegations of the 
African National Congress and the Nationalist Party government in South Africa 
on 6 August 1990 .... 


We have noted ... that substantial progress has been made towards removing the 
obstacles to negotiations. We appreciate that a sufficient level of trust has 
been established to the extent that a schedule for the phased release of 
political prisoners and a promise of amnesty which will allow both the 
unhindered political activity and the return of South African exiles, could be 
agreed. We welcome in particular the announcement by the African National 
Congress that armed struggle was being suspended. 


We pray that further moves may take place with all speed to establish a just 
and democratic society in South Africa. We take note, however, that the 
recently reported detentions without trial of ... some 40 ANC activists does 
not engender confidence in the process which the government has so boldly 
initiated. We ask that they be released immediately or be brought before a 
court of law. 


We plead that ... all other parties be now brought into the process of 
discussions led by your two Organisations in order to bring an end to all 
forms of violence. We commend your sensitivity to the need for a wider 
participation by other interested parties which will help to legitimise the 
outcome of the discussion and bind all South Africans to a common course of 
justice and peace. We ask the government to take steps under the law to curb 
the activities of the right-wing vigilante forces. We wish to assure you of 
our continued support and prayers. We cherish the hope that soon South Africa 
may be restored to a democratic and just society. May God continue to bless 
your endeavours. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.26 
ECUTEXT: WCC Message to UN Secretary-General on Gulf Crisis 


(WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro sent this message (28 August) to UN 
Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar.] 


The World Council of Churches warmly welcomes and encourages your initiative 
to seek a negotiated solution to the Gulf crisis. The five resolutions 
adopted by the Security Council on the situation in the Gulf reflect 
international political will in an unprecedented manner and provide the basis 
for resolving the crisis. They also express the international community's 
Support for the maintenance of peace and security in the region and its ardent 
desire to avert wars which will have catastrophic consequences. 


The council supports your intitiatives as it believes that negotiations under 
the auspices of the United Nations provide the best means to resolve the 
Crisis. We recognize the importance of strengthening international public 
Opinion in favour of a negotiated settlement. We are asking all our member 
churches to support you in prayer and to mobilize public opinion to sustain 
your endeavours. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Challenges in the Light of the Changes in Europe 


[This is excerpted from a report by the European Ecumenical Commission for 
Church and Society on its General Assembly in Brussels 27-29 June. ] 


-»- 1. The fundamental question raised by the assembly was: Given the 
collapse of centralised socialism in Central and Eastern Europe, what 
alternatives are available? Are there only the models which constitute the 
present Western economic and social system? Is Europe not challenged by the 
worldwide repercussions of this system, and by the aspirations of Central and 
Eastern Europe, to evolve a social, economic order which is more appropriate 
to the present social, economic and environmental situations, and which puts 
the interests of people at its centre? ... 


2. There is a real danger that Central and Eastern Europe will become a 
peripheral region to a Western European core where decisions are made. Ltwig 
of the utmost importance to find ways to enable Central and Eastern European 
countries to share in decision-making about aid which is made available to 
them, determining the use of their own resources, and controlling their own 
lives. Western countries must at all costs avoid the temptation to dominate 
or to create new dependence. As the countries of the European Community move 
towards closer political relationships, other European countries must be 
involved in the process. 


Bs Following from 1 and 2, democratic controls in relation to economic, 
social and environmental issues are essential. How can those controls be 
established and exercised at all appropriate levels in a humane manner? 


4. The changes in Central and Eastern Europe have allowed new expressions of 
national, cultural, and ethnic identities, aspirations and _ traditions. 
Similar expressions already exist in parts of Western Europe. Some are 
profoundly ambiguous. Churches are often implicated in them and must 
recognize their responsibility in the promotion of positive policies. These 
must be defined and pursued to achieve mutual respect, toleration and 
interdependence between people and groups. 


52 ... What kind of security is needed and what is its purpose? Given the 
perceived need for some defence forces, the lowest level must be achieved, and 
armaments industries converted for peaceful purposes. Steps should be taken 
to create peace-making relationships throughout Europe. 


6. The changes in Europe have effects in other parts of the world. For 
example, some countries in other continents have modelled their structures and 
societies on those which prevailed for so long in Central and Eastern Europe. 
The collapse of the kind of socialism so far practised there in turn affects 
those other countries, and is already requiring them to reappraise their 
position, nationally and internationally. In addition, the countries of the 
southern hemisphere are already expressing anxiety that trade and aid are 
likely to be increasingly diverted from the South to the East. How can this 
be overcome, given that resources are not infinite? 


7. «+e. The essential and patient process of growing together which has been 
taking place in Western Europe for the past 40 years has received a new 
impetus from the liberating events of recent months in Central and Eastern — 
Europe. Thus Christians are called to share fully in the process of growing 
together, learning from the past and present, and seeking with 
fellow-Europeans a new, dynamic future. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Recommendations from Meeting of Oriental Orthodox Women in India 


(This is excerpted from the report of the First National Meeting of the Women 
of Orthodox Churches in India, held in Trivandrum (Kerala) 7-10 February. The 
following recommendations were made to "the church and to the various women's 
organisations and to the relevant departments of the government of India.'] 


(i) that the attention of the church authorities be brought to the need to 
give women membership in the general body of each parish. 


(ii) that women be given the right to vote. 


(iii) that a national-level committee be formed to coordinate the follow-up 
work of this conference. 


(iv.a) that immediate amendments to the Indian Divorce Act 1869 be 
implemented and the resolutions be Submitted to the Law Commission, the church 
Synods and to members of the Indian parliament. 


(iv.b) that the Women's Commission may study the adverse effects of the title 
over properties of Syrian Christians, if any, caused on account of the Supreme 
Court judgement in the Syrian Christian Succession Act case. 


(v) that representation of women in the decision-making bodies of the church, 
other than the Holy Synod [of bishops], be considered. 


(vi) that the Orthodox churches open the gates to women for theological 
Studies in the theological seminaries. 


(vii) that the reinstitution of the order of deaconess in a new and creative 
way be thought of. 


(viii) that in [church curricula] those biblical references that are 
oft-misinterpreted stressing on the discrimination against women be deleted. 


(ix) that the large mass of men and women in the various church activities be 
made conscious of the need for a change in their outlook on the role of women 
“at home, in the church and in the larger society. ... 


(xi) that since there are many women who suffer in the family, due to lack of 
Proper guidance and so as to lessen family tensions and problems, counselling 
centres be set up by the church. 


(xii) that the church take the initiative in the Starting of study circles and 
discussion groups in the various churches which will make women realise the 
urgency and need for change. 


(xiii) that Orthodox church women's organizations explore and find ways and 
ans to get the help of free Legal Aid Cells which have been Started by the 
government in each district. 


(xiv) that Orthodox Christian women be encouraged to take a more active role 
in ecumenical women's activities and also in actions with women Of all faiths. 


xv) that the women's monastic order be strengthened so as to enhance the 
spiritual contributions of Orthodox Christian women. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW/Gabriel Habib: The Sitution in the Gulf 


[Habib is general secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches. He 
responded to an EPS request for comments. He has been in touch with church 
leaders in the region, but said they had not met to issue a common statement. ] 


We had hoped that the disputes between Iraq and Kuwait would have been 
resolved through political negotiations, and that Iraq would not choose to 
resort to a military action considered a defiance to international legitimacy 
by the League of the Arab States and the United Nations. The crisis, the 
subsequent foreign intervention, and the resulting possible use of weapons of 
mass annihilation, are threatening the region with devastating destruction and 
death. 


Nevertheless, as people of hope, we continue to believe that further calamity 
and human suffering can be avoided and an equitable solution to the crisis 
still be achieved. Our trust is rooted in our faith and in our peoples’ 
creative spiritual potential and their aspiration for human integrity and 
peace. We, therefore, urge all nations involved to refrain from any military 
escalation or actions which are bound to exacerbate the present highly 
volatile situation, and to seek peaceful negotiations in compliance with the 
principles of international law and the relevant UN resolutions. 


These nations are also required to act not only in protection of their 
interests in oil and power, but primarily in consideration of the history of 
the Middle East people, and in response to their aspirations for development, 
justice and peace. This requires serious attention to the peoples’ despair 
and frustration caused by consecutive failures to bring about a just solution 
to the Middle East conflict, and demands correctives to double standards and 
self-centred western policies in the region. Consequently, UN resolutions, 
not only the ones related to the Iraq-Kuwait question but also those referring 
to Palestine, Lebanon, Cyprus and the Middle East in general, need urgent 
implementation for lasting peace in the region. 


We urge all leaders of the Arab states and popular movements to seize every 
opportunity to find solutions to the present crisis that would preserve Arab | 
unity and cooperation. This is crucial, not only to face the requirements of © 
democracy and development in our poverty-stricken societies, but also because — 
of the challenge posed by the Israeli occupation of Arab lands and the | 
ambitions of great powers in the region. | 


We, therefore, call upon our churches and all people of faith to pray for | 
Iraq, Kuwait and all neighbouring countries, and that all human beings there, — 
of whatever nationality, be spared further suffering. Human life is God's — 
gift and must not be sacrificed by conflicts between rulers or confrontations 

between nations. We appeal to churches to prevail upon their governments to 

respect the moral requirements necessary for the maintenance of peace and - 
prevention of war; to combat the irrational reactions and blind emotionalism — 
in their societies with regard to the Gulf crisis; and to provide humanitarian | 
assistance to all those in need. 


May God make us enter, with all nations and peoples, a new time in the Middle 
East, a time of transformation into a new life in faithfulness to him, when 
hatred is replaced by love, violence by dialogue, condemnation by forgiveness, | 
self-centredness by sharing and war by peace. "Blessed are the peacemakers, | 
for they shall be called children of God." (Matt. 5:9). [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Christian-Marxist Dialogue: Crisis or Kairos? (Hans Ucko) 


[Ucko is responsible for dialogue with Marxists in the Sub-Unit on Dialogue of 
the World Council of Churches in Geneva. This is excerpted and adapted from 
his article in the June issue of the WCC publication Current Dialogue. ] 


-+- Is the crumbling of state socialist systems actually a liberation for 
Marxist philosophy? Could the events in Eastern Europe indeed imply a 
liberation from a Babylonian captivity, where the Marxist idea or vision 
couched in state socialism had been a prisoner? 


In that case, one could surely make a comparison with the gospel of the 
church. The gospel has run and still runs the risk of being imprisoned when 
the church is part and parcel of the state apparatus. Are then the events in 
Eastern Europe actually to be welcomed by Marxists as the beginning of 
something new? ... 


It is no secret that those who from a Christian perspective have been active 
in various forms of Christian-Marxist dialogue, today almost run the risk of 
being frowned upon or even ridiculed. They would most probably receive the 
advice that they let the dead bury their own dead. This dialogue has never 
been a mass movement, either in the church or among Marxists. 


There are of course many reasons for this rather marginal phenomenon called 
Christian-Marxist dialogue. The mere fact that Marx had described religion as 
‘the opium of the people' had of course initiated the estrangement of 
Christians from Marxist philosophy. (No one really bothered to see that Marx 
actually in the same sentence called religion 'the Sigh of the oppressed 
creature, the heart of a heartless world, just as it is the Spirit of 
spiritless conditions’. ) 


But the divide between Christians and Marxists runs of course deeper than a 
mere quotation. There is a very long and tragic history of persecution and 
humiliation of the church in Marxist societies. 


Today Christians and Marxists in Europe face an entirely new situation. 
Marxists have had to relinquish power. There is no state apparatus to protect 
them. If one is a Marxist today, one has to stand on one's own feet. Job 
Opportunities are ... scarce for professing Marxists in Eastern Europe. 


This new situation finds Christian-Marxist dialogue at the crossroads. It 
looks like reversed roles for Christians and Marxists. Christians seem to have 
the upper hand. Is it so? In spite of the transformation of Eastern Europe, 
Christians and Marxists are both minorities without power. Christians in 
Eastern Europe have for a long time known that they were a minority. Marxists 
have until now been able to conceal from themselves that Marxism never was the 
movement of the masses. 


This has bearing upon the Christian-Marxist encounter. Are the new realities 
in Eastern Europe a death blow to a Christian-Marxist dialogue, a plain 
goodbye to what actually was always in the margin of both Christian and 
Marxist commitments? 


Or are the events to be welcomed as a ‘kairos', a beginning of something new 
and challenging, a possibility for Marxist philosophy to be an equal partner 
with those Christians who are open to a dialogue with them? [over ] 


marxist/2 


At a meeting arranged by the Evangelische Akademie Berlin-Brandenburg in East 
Berlin in April, Marxists and Christians met in the wake of the tumultuous 
events of the last six months. ... I doubt if there were any former rulers 
among those who participated in the Christian-Marxist dialogue in the 
Stephanus-Stiftung in Berlin-Weissensee. But there were Christians and 
Marxists who were trying to understand what had happened in their country. 


... The Marxists were challenged to share their interpretation of what had 
gone wrong in the DDR. One of them said in a very moving and heart-rending 
way: ... ‘We have to engage in self-criticism, not only Marxists but also the 
church. Otherwise there can be no dialogue. Because the blind can hardly help 
the lame. We have to heal our wounds and we have to learn how to really enter 
into dialogue. It is my experience that Christians and Marxists have mostly 
intersected, but rarely met. It seems like Marx discovered the individual at 
the same time as the church discovered the community. They never really 
encountered each other. Today there are possibilities. But as Christians 
have to learn how to spell their way through the word "inquisition", we as 
Marxists must learn how to spell through the word "Stalinism". ' 


... Christian-Marxist dialogue is faced with a major crisis as to its mere 
survival. There are those who today see no reason whatsoever for continuing 
such a dialogue. Marxism is a thing of the past. It has lost out in Eastern 
Europe and it will not be long before this outdated philosophical dinosaur 
will give up the ghost. It is already gasping for breath. Whether such a 
prophecy proves to be true remains to be seen. 


It is probably true that Marxism will not be able to remain uninfluenced by 
what has happened in Eastern Europe. As Christians, we should however not 
yield to temptation and join the choir of malicious pleasure, rejoicing in the 
defeat of Marxism. That is not our place. Neither is it our place to assume 
the role of someone who paternalistically behaves as if he had all the 
answers. We don't. As Marxists will most likely have to, we as Christians 
already in the pristine church have had to revise our vision, our hope of the 
imminent parousia, which failed to materialize as early as the disciples 
thought it would. ... 


Christians and Marxists in a way, albeit not the same, have to be open for 
revision and reorientation. This is not entirely a disadvantage. Christians 
and Marxists may have learned or will learn the danger of being too absolute 
in theology or doctrine. Plurality is one way of saying that one is still 
learning and assimilating impressions and experiences. ... 


Marxists will remain as a corrective to the Christian temptation to promise 
‘pie in the sky by and by'. They will remind Christians that the goal is not 
yet achieved and that not everything is fulfilled. Marxists will insist that 
man has come of age and should not be reduced to a mere receiver of a 
consummate creation. Christians, on the other hand, will remain as a 
corrective to Marxist materialism and insist upon a spirituality .... The 
Marxist experiment in atheism proved to be a vain enterprise. ... 


Christians and Marxists have more than their humanity in common. They are both 
committed to building a new world. They each have a vision, one is a vision 
where there is peace and justice and equality among humankind; the other is 
also a vision where there is peace and justice and equality among humankind, 
but this vision cannot be separated from the experience of the holy and the 
sacred. There are vast differences between Christians and Marxists, but this 
they have in common: the experience and awareness that without a vision the 
people perish. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.10.88 is the 88th item 
appearing in October 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. Yo 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 
“Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 
French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. October EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT) 
are on Mondays (except the 8th). 


The 1989 WCC financial report is available from WCC/Finance, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The current (#17, August) WCC Lay and Study Centres Newsletter is available 
from WCC/RCL, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The El Escorial Agreement and Other Documents Relating to Discussions Between 
the Heads of the Political Parties in Guatemala and the Guatemalan National 
Revolutionary Unity through the Mediation of the National Reconciliation 
Commission of Guatemala (held near Madrid last May) is available in English 
and Spanish from the Lutheran World Federation, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 

| 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Energy for Life — Reflections on the Theme ‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the 
Whole Creation by Krister Stendahl, #45 in the Risk book series, is part of 
the preparatory material for the WCC Seventh Assembly, next February in 
Australia. It costs 6.90 Swiss francs, 6.50 Australian dollars, 4.75 US 
dollars, or 2.95 UK pounds. f. 


Baptism, Eucharist & Ministry 1982-1990: Report on the Process and Responses | 
is Faith & Order Paper #149. It costs 5.95 UK pounds, 9.95 US dollars, or 15 
Swiss francs. 2 | 


Faith and Order 1985-1989: The Commission Meeting at Budapest 1989, edited 
by Thomas Best, is Faith & Order Paper #148. It costs 29.50 Swiss francs, 
19550) US; dollars, or 11.90 UK pounds. 


Speaking for Ourselves: Bible Starters and Discussion Starters by Women, | 
edited by Wendy Robins and Musimbi Kanyoro, costs 14.50 Swiss francs, 9.95 US) 
dollars, or 5.95 UK pounds. | 
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EPS coverage of WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February: 
EPS is to be mailed twice or three times weekly in connection with the 
assembly. If you wish daily coverage (by fax, e-mail, or telex), or special 
coverage (with an emphasis on a particular region or church tradition or 
subject, for example), inform EPS before Christmas. For those wishing to 
cover the assembly in person, accreditation information is available from 
Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 
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WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY SENDS MESSAGE 


In a message, the 30th General Assembly of the World Student Christian 
Federation (Chantilly, France, 5-15 September, EPS 90.09.05) rejoices at the 
end of the Cold War and resulting 'new possibilities for humankind to tackle 
the scourge of hunger, illiteracy, and poverty'. 


But, it adds, 'we have also witnessed that a new wall seems to begin to be 
erected between those rich countries which control and dilapidate a 
disproportionate size of the planet's resources and wealth, and those poor 
countries that have in common their powerlessness and poverty'. 


The message speaks of God revealed in 'the totality of the oikoumene, and who 
is also present in the life and religious experiences of those who are not 
Christians'. It rejects Christian ‘mission' which means ‘conquest for 
Christ'; it affirms Christian 'witness' which ‘recognizes the right of the 
other to his or her own history, identity, dignity, and integrity’. 
-Plurality, it observes, is 'both a gift and a burden', and the context in 
Which 'Christians have to build the new ecumenical community as a paradigm of 
the unity of humankind’. 


Affirming ecumenism as a 'new and miraculous gift of God', the message says 
the Holy Spirit is both ‘driving us to work for the reunion of the churches’ 
and ‘calling us to strive for ... the reconciliation and unity of the whole 
creation in God through the broken and risen body of Jesus Christ’. 


“Looking forward to a projected Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and 
Students, in Brazil in 1992, the message expresses confidence that the process 
leading to it 'will significantly contribute to the forging of new visions, 
and to the building of the ecumenical movement of the next century, a movement 
rooted in a faith that is lived in the struggles for peace and justice’. 


Referring to the national movements which belong to WSCF, the message says 
that ‘with some notable exceptions, they are facing enormous difficulties in 
consolidating their ecumenical work' because of, among other things, the 
"decrease in importance afforded to student ministry by mainline churches, the 
souring of relationships between student movements and institutional churches, 
and the growth of conservatism in campuses in the last 20 years’. 


Therefore, the message calls for ‘serious attention' to 'relationships between 
Our movements and the churches and ecumenical councils, so that new covenants 
Can be established in our common mission to students’. It says "theological 
work has become central in the revitalization of the movements, and that Bible 
Studies are becoming once again our meeting place par excellence’. 


Commenting on the current ‘economic reality', the message describes the 
"concentration of economic power in an always-decreasing number of big 
corporations’ as ‘still the most frightening phenomenon, for these 
corporations have the vision and the power to act at a global scale over 
against the political will of national governments’. 


Referring to 'the end of an era, when the dreams and utopias of this 
generation seem to be shattered by the overwhelming power of the totalitarian 
Market', the message nonetheless concludes with ‘hope in the promise of the 
God of history, who will still create a new heaven and a new earth, and who 
Will sustain our endeavours in bearing relevant witness in pluralist 
Societies, and in becoming seeds of hope for the new creation'. [EPS] 
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WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY ELECTS NEW LEADERSHIP 


Iwo new co-secretaries-general, and three new officers were elected by the 
30th General Assembly of the World Student Christian Federation (5-15 
September, Chantilly, France, EPS 90.09.05). 


The only candidate for female co-secretary was Clarissa Balan. Now on the 
WSCF staff in Geneva, she was on the staff of the Student Christian Movement 
in the Philippines. Her male counterpart, elected from among three candidates, 
is Jean-Francois Delteil, outgoing secretary of the WSCF Europe region. 


The co-secretaries direct WSCF inter-regional work. Balan and Delteil 
formally take office during the first part of next year, succeeding Christine 
Ledger and Manuel Quintero. Those two were elected at the previous WSCF 


assembly, in 1986 in Mexico, when the model of a male-female co-secretaryship 
came into effect. Neither was a candidate for a further term. 


In their report, Quintero and Ledger agreed that the co-secretariat should be 
continued to allow 'more time [for it] to be properly developed and assessed. 
However, they observed, not only the co-secretaries, but also other staff 
members and the Executive Committee need to be committed to it for it to work. 


The new WSCF chairperson is Marshal Fernando (Sri Lanka, 46), associate 
director of the Ecumenical Institute for Study and Dialogue in Colombo. The 
new vice chairpeople are Debora Spini (Italy, 25), a student in the history of 
political philosophy at the University of Florence, and Paulo Schiitz (Brazil, 
48), dean of the Methodist theological faculty in Sao Paulo. 


The officers and two people selected by each of the five operative WSCF 
regions - Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Europe, and the Middle East - belong to the WSCF Executive Committee. The 
North American region being currently inoperative, there is also one member 
from Canada. (The assembly rejected a proposal that two people be added to 
the committee to formally represent a global rather than a_ regional 
perspective.) The 15th member is the treasurer, to be chosen by the committee 
since neither of the two candidates received the majority required for 
election at the assembly. 


The assembly accepted five new member movements. Those from the Netherlands 
(LOS) and El Salvador (CCJE) succeed WSCF members which stopped functioning. 
The others are in Taiwan, Senegal, and South Africa. (The previous WSCF South 
African member left in the 1960s over the issue of race separation.) In 
addition, the Executive Committee accepted the [US] United Methodist Student 
Leadership Development Forum as an associated (non-voting) member. 


(In general, there is only one WSCF affiliated (voting) member per country. 
It must be national in scope and ecumenical in membership. Associated members 
generally do not meet one or both of those criteria. WSCF membership is about 
90 (65 affiliated, 25 associated). 


The assembly okayed a new Ecumenical Assistance Programme to help movements in 
‘critical situations' and to ‘promote ecumenical sharing of resources' among 
member movements. It also backed a proposal to raise a million US dollars for 
an endowment fund by 1995, the 100th anniversary of the founding of WSCF. The 
new fund would equal what is now roughly the WSCF annual budget. About half 
of that comes from European sources (mainly German), and a third from North 
America. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.33 
WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY RESOLVES 


Sri Lanka, Armenia, the environment, Sudan, Palestine, the French role in the 
Pacific, South Africa, the Philippines, Korea, and ‘the meaning and 
implication of the fifth centennial of the invasion and conquest of Latin 
America and the Caribbean' were dealt with in resolutions approved 
overwhelmingly by delegates at the 30th General Assembly of the World Student 
Christian Federation (Chantilly, France, 5-15 September, EPS 90.09.05). 


They also approved (39 in favour, none against, seven abstentions) a letter to 
Prime Minister Nicéphore Soglo of Benin, offering moral support and 
encouragement in his efforts to revive democracy 'for the well being of your 
people in general, and of the schools and students of Benin in particular!. 


At an introductory evening session devoted to the resolutions on _ the 
next-to-last day of the assembly, several questions were raised and proposals 
made. But, when the assembly reconvened the following morning, the proposed 
resolutions were approved with little discussion or change. 


Only one negative vote was cast, against the resolution on Sudan (23 voted 
in favour, and 21 abstained). It calls the civil war there ‘a result of the 
lack of understanding and respect between the people. } ing» a)~ pluralistic 
| society'. It supports ‘students and organizations ... working to restore 
| unity, peace, justice, equality, and respect among the Sudanese people'. 


During discussion, some wanted the resolution to object specifically to the 
introduction of sharia (Muslim law) in the mostly-Muslim country. About a 
tenth of the Sudanese population of about 27 million is counted as Christian, 
about three quarters as Muslim. Most Christians live in southern Sudan. 
Before the vote, the assembly was told that the Sudanese participant who 
submitted the resolution, a northerner, would withdraw it rather than have it 
approved with any proposed changes or additions. 


On Sri Lanka (43 in favour, no abstentions), the assembly expressed deep 
concern over the 'tragic and dangerous escalation of civil war' there, and 
blamed it on failures by the Sri Lankan ethnic majority to ‘recognise the 
multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi-cultural character' of Sri Lankan 
Society. It appealed to all Sri Lankan political leaders to ‘work towards 
cessation of hostilities' and for a lasting peace. It asked for international 
diplomatic and other non-violent pressure for a political solution. 


Peane .population of Sri Lanka is about 17.million. Ethnically, about three 
quarters are Sinhalese, about one fifth Tamil. In terms of religion, about 70 
| Percent are Buddhists. Of the remaining 30 percent, about half are Hindus, 
and about a quarter each are Muslim and Christian. 


On Armenia (30 in favour, six abstentions), the assembly urged restoration 
|; Of the 'justifiable and historical-territorial rights' of the Armenian people, 


So they 'may live as a free nation, determining their own future’. An 
Armenian participant from Lebanon told the assembly before it voted that the 
text supports two goals - 'the present Armenia [part of the Soviet Union] to 


be free' and to 'liberate the western part of Armenia from Turkey'. 


On global ecology (43 in favour, three abstentions), the assembly resolved 
to 'seek and share information on ecological problems'. It urged students to 
‘increase their knowledge of ecology on a scientific level'. [over] 


resolutions/2 


On Palestine (38 in favour, seven abstentions), the assembly said that for 
most of a century Lebanese in particular and Arabs in general have been 
‘wasting their human and other resources to ward off Zionist expansionism and 
Western hegemony’. It asked national student Christian movements to use ‘all 
possible peaceful means' to pressure the Israeli government to withdraw from 
‘the occupied territories of Palestine, Lebanon, and Syria'. 


It urged an international peace conference under UN auspices including 
representatives of the Palestine Liberation Organisation as ‘the sole and 
legitimate representative of the Palestinians'. It asked ‘affluent states ... 
to open their frontiers for Soviet Jews who are now settling in great numbers 
in Israel and the ... occupied territories while Palestinians are not allowed 
to return to their homeland.' 


On South Africa (47 in favour, no abstentions), the assembly called for 
continued international pressure to end apartheid ‘through mandatory economic 
sanctions' (a wording changed from 'whatever means available'). 


Resolutions on the Pacific call for an end to French nuclear testing there 
(42 in favour, three abstentions), and for independence for two French- 
controlled Pacific areas - New Caledonia and French Polynesia (38 in favour, 
four abstentions). Resolutions on the Philippines protest ‘the juridical 
imposition of martial law' there (40 in favour, one abstention), and call for 
the closing of US military bases there (41 in favour, no abstentions). 


The Korea resolution asks prayer and support for the ‘unification process of 
the Korean people', and calls for letters to South Korean President Roh Tae 
Woo urging him to release Im Su Kyong, Im Chong Suk, and about 1300 people 
‘imprisoned for their activities for Korean national reunification’, and to 
repeal South Korean laws which ‘violate basic civil rights’. 


By far the longest resolution passed (42 in favour, four abstentions) deals 
with the 500th anniversary of the arrival of Europeans in the Americas, the 
1492 voyage of Christopher Columbus to the Caribbean being the starting 
point. That ‘invasion' was '‘impulsed by expansionism and hegemonic 
aspirations' and has been marked by ‘expropriation, conquest, violence, 
ethnocide, racism, sexism, and multiple forms of oppression' against the 
indigenous peoples in the Americas, and against Africans brought to the 
hemisphere later as Slaves. It also faults ‘repressive evangelisation' that 
‘reproduced colenial and neocolonial interests'. 


It calls on ‘the churches and diverse expressions of the ecumenical movement 
to recognize the sin of Christian participation in the spiritual conquest of — 
the indigenous and African American people' in Latin America, the Caribbean, 
and other regions, adding that it is now necessary to join 'popular struggles 
opposing new forms of invasion, conquest, and recolonisation, such as robbery 
through external debt, human-rights violations, and militarism'. 


Some assembly participants questioned the lack of a resolution on the | 
(Persian) Gulf. However, though it does not refer explicitly to either the © 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait or to the subsequent arrival of US and other troops — 
in Saudi Arabia, the assembly message [EPS 90.09.31] does call the Gulf 
conflict a constant reminder that ‘international law is still disregarded and 
violated time and again'. But, it adds, 'media coverage and the ideological | 
interpretation of the whole conflict have also revealed the double standard | 
which permeates the logic of the superpowers of this world ... which seem to 
discover nowadays the moral values and international law that they themselves 
have made a mockery of over the past 40 years.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.34 
WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY SETS EMPHASES, AFFIRMS REGIONALISATION 


The 30th General Assembly of the World Student Christian Federation (5-15 
September, Chantilly, France, EPS 90.09.05) set a series of programme 
proposals for the federation in the years leading up to its 100th anniversary 
in 1995. 


The proposals touch on theology; ecumenism; partnership of men and women; 
issues which particularly concern women; the 500th anniversary (in 1492) of 
the arrival of the explorer Christopher Columbus in the Caribbean, and the 
consequences over the subsequent centuries of European control of the 
Americas; the projected Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students, in 
Brazil in 1992; leadership training; education; history; publications; 
human rights; ecology; politics; finances; and issues related to WSCF 
elections and principles of representation. 


In connection with women's issues, the assembly observed in its message (EPS 
90.09.31) that while female membership in WSCF movements is high, ‘there are 
very few women in leadership positions at a national level. This reality 
calls for gender issues to be ... central rather than peripheral', and called 
for efforts to 'liberate [men and women] from sexism and patriarchy’. 


The assembly received a report from a pre-assembly gathering of women; among 
several constitution and bylaw changes it approved is a requirement that at 
least one of the two people from each region on the WSCF Executive Committee 
be a woman, and at least one a student. The vote was 48-1; 11 abstained. 


Also approved - 53-0 (three abstentions) - was an affirmation of the regional 
emphasis under which WSCF has operated for the past two decades, with offices 
and staff in Nairobi, Beirut, Amsterdam, Hong Kong, and Quito, as well as in 
Geneva, site of the inter-regional office. 


Critics of regionalisation say it costs too much, fosters unhealthy rivalry 
and competition, and works against efforts to encourage global ecumenical 
concerns. The assembly, however, affirmed it as a 'positive answer' to ‘the 
needs of many national movements'. But it also called for more bi-, tri-, and 
inter-regional programmes as a ‘conscious effort to encourage our global 
fellowship'. 


During the assembly, participants received input from student leaders, senior 
friends of the movement, and others about issues related to the assembly theme 
of student witness in pluralist societies, and about WSCF history. One 
Session included testimonies by people from Nicaragua, Lebanon, and Togo. At 
another, Indian Lutheran theologian Monica Melancthon and Philippine Roman 
Catholic theologian and activist Ed de la Torre offered their perspectives. 


Melancthon saw a need to 'remove the threat from mission', and to substitute 
"positive affirmations' about what Christians believe for "negative judgments' 
about what others believe. De la Torre called "triumphalism' the ‘key sin 
“against pluralism'. He also described resistance, reform, and revolution as 
three ‘absolutely legitimate forms of political witness’. 


In his report, outgoing WSCF Chairperson Poulose Poulose, a Church of the East 
‘bishop in India, exhorted WSCF to 'promote the ecumenism of freedom, and 
liberate the church from the ecumenism of domination ... steadfastly continue 
its Struggle for peace with justice ... [and] revitalize its theological 
enterprise'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 90.09.35 
RC-—ORTHODOX TALKS ON UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS REACH IMPASSE 


Talks in Moscow this month between Russian [Eastern] Orthodox and Roman 
Catholic representatives on the Ukrainian Catholic Church reportedly reached 
an impasse, and have been broken off for the time being. 


In 1946, the Ukrainian Catholic Church was merged into the Russian Orthodox 
Church. Ukrainian Catholicism came into being at the end of the 16th century 
when former Orthodox people and parishes entered into communion with the pope, 
but generally kept their traditional worship forms and social customs. After 
1946, Ukrainian Catholicism continued an illegal, underground existence in the 
Soviet Union. Recent social-political changes there have led to its 
re-legalisation, but disentangling Orthodox and Catholic people and assets has 
been difficult. 


Roman Catholic participants in the talks included Ukrainian Catholics and the 
president and other top officials of the Vatican Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity. The Orthodox delegation included its leading hierarch in the 
Ukraine, and the chairman of its Department of External Church Relations. 


In Geneva, General Secretary Jean Fischer of the Conference of European 
Churches expressed '‘'solidarity' with the Russian Orthodox position. (The 
Russian Orthodox Church is the largest CEC member, and its patriarch is CEC 
president.) Fischer said disagreements about church life in the Ukraine ‘must 
be solved by negotiation and dialogue, and not by violence'. Some violence 
and other forms of coercion have been reported in connection with efforts to 
transfer Russian Orthodox property and parishes to Ukrainian Catholics, or to 
retain them in Russian Orthodox hands. 


In Rome, Vatican spokesperson Joaquin Navarro expressed hope for a way out of 
the impasse by Christmas. He said a major issue is finding a church building 
for the Orthodox bishops in Lvov and Ivano-—Frankovsk. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.36 
ASSYRIAN CHURCH LEADERS APPEAL FOR ECUMENICAL INTERVENTION IN GULF CRISIS 


The patriarchs of the two segments of the Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian 
Church of the East have separately expressed 'grave concern' to the World 
Council of Churches at the conflict in the Gulf. 


Dinka IV, based in the United States, and Addai II, based in Iraq, expressed 
‘great interest' and ‘anxiety' at the situation, notably the embargo against 
Iraq, since Iraqi forces moved into neighbouring Kuwait early last month. He 
expressed ‘great sadness and grief that this closure [embargo] will affect 
millions of children and the ill'. He said innocent citizens have been 
deprived of a basic human right. Therefore, 'we request that you will through 
your good offices, see what can be done to correct this grievous inequity’. 


Addai asked the WCC to appeal for an end to 'this blockade which is not 
approved by any religion', for, if it continues, ‘it will endanger many lives, 
especially children deprived of food and medicine’. 


The Church of the East groups the spiritual descendants of Christians who 
became separated from other Christians after they did not accept the teaching 
of the fifth-century Ecumenical Council of Ephesus. Early this year, leaders 
of the two Church of the East segments announced plans to reunite. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.37 
USA: BLACK CHURCH LEADERS ANNOUNCE AID FOR LIBERIA 


The Black Church Liaison Committee of the US Conference of the World Council 
of Churches has announced a package of aid to Liberia totalling 4 million US 
dollars. In cooperation with Liberian and international church 
representatives, the committee said, it also plans to help in the search for a 
long-term political solution, and reconciliation of the various groups 
fighting in the brutal Liberian civil war. 


Speaking for the committee, Charles Adams said BCLC has asked US President 
George Bush to take immediate steps to bring about a cease-fire, and to send a 
high-level peace mission to the west African country of 2.5 million which was 
founded by freed US slaves in the first part of the 19th century. 


Adams said BCLC has commitments from church groups for humanitarian relief and 
rehabilitation aid for Liberians who have been left destitute, sick, wounded, 
maimed, homeless, starving, spiritually depressed, and emotionally disturbed. 


Once there is a permanent cease-fire, he Said, the group will send food, 
medical supplies, and clothing. Other measures would include mobilization of 
groups of doctors, nurses, therapists, engineers, technicians, agriculturists, 
and other specialists. 


BCLC also called on the United Nations and the US government to show interest 
in the crisis in Liberia comparable to that shown in the Culf crisis by 
passing appropriate resolutions and taking positive and concrete steps and 
initiatives to bring about the cease-fire in Liberia. 


BCLC groups three Methodist and three Baptist denominations with 
overwhelmingly black memberships. Most of them have congregations and/or 
mission projects in Liberia. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.38 
ETHIOPIA: RELIGIOUS LEADERS' APPEAL GETS POSITIVE INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE 


The international community has responded "positively' to the peace initiative 
proposed by religious leaders in Ethiopia, according to President Francis 
_Stephanos of the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY). 


Last July, Christian (Lutheran, Oriental Orthodox, Roman Catholic) and Muslim 
leaders met and appealed to groups fighting in Ethiopia to stop immediately 
and begin peace negotiations [EPS 90.07.142]. The call also included an 
appeal to the Ethiopian government and rebel groups to allow war and famine 
victims to receive emergency assistance. 


Since their first meeting, the leaders have met four more times to continue 
discussing peace issues. With the situation worsening, Stephanos says, ‘'we 
will continue to seek means to bring these people to the table’. 


He says religious leaders, church bodies, and governments around the world 
have expressed support for the peace initiative. He adds that the war has 
"destroyed thousands of people's lives, leaving several thousand homeless and 
Orphaned'. Therefore, 'we will continue to meet and continue to seek an 
audience with these groups', he says. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.39 

BRITISH PRIESTS DEPLORE ANTI-SEMITIC ACTS 

The annual meeting of the conference of Roman Catholic priests of England and 
Wales (Birmingham, 3-7 September) deplored recent acts of anti-Semitism in the 
United Kingdom. Referring among other things to the desecration of Jewish 
graves, the priests noted that ‘the outrageous manifestations of anti-Semitism 
have disfigured our society' and offered ‘our fraternal sympathy’ to those 
affected personally. Delegates, who represent the approximately 6000 Roman 
Catholic priests in England and Wales, pledged themselves ‘to encourage more 
frequent contacts' between Christians and Jews in order to deepen ‘our respect 
for Jewish people, their faith, and their culture'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.40 

US-VIETNAM TALKS RAISE HOPES FOR CAMBODIAN CHURCH 

Negotiations last month between US and Vietnamese government representatives 
have raised the hopes about the future of the Christian minority in Cambodia, 
where Buddhists account for about seven-eighths of the eight million people. 
Christianity was legalized earlier this year. Chairman Joe Kong of US-based 
Cambodia Christian Services (CSS) says the negotiations mean the United States 
will become more directly involved in humanitarian assistance to the Cambodian 
people. A long-running civil war in Cambodia has produced a flood of an 
estimated 120 000 refugees in the area around the capital, Phnom Penh. The 
needs of Cambodian Christians 'are more urgent now than ever before', Kong 
says. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.41 
AUSTRALIA: ARCHBISHOP CRITICIZES BISHOP PLANNING TO ORDAIN FEMALE PRIESTS 
Anglican Archbishop Donald Robinson of Sydney says the announced plan by 


Anglican Bishop Owen Dowling of Canberra and Goulburn to ordain women as 


priests next February [EPS 90.09.16] is ‘a departure from the tradition 
received from the apostles and maintained by the church from the beginning’. 
He also said the ‘constitutional validity' of what Dowling plans lacks support 
from either the Australian Anglican General Synod or Appellate Tribunal. He 
urged Dowling not to proceed ‘while the matter is doubtful and sub judice'. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.09.42 
KENYA: ARCHBISHOP SAYS HIS FOLLOWERS WITHDRAWING FROM ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 


Archbishop Benjamin Kahihia of the African Independent Pentecostal Church of — 
Africa says he and his followers have pulled out of the National Council of © 


Churches of Kenya because it 'has been turned into a political organisation' 
instead of ‘serving the Lord'. In a letter to NCCK General Secretary Sam 


Kobia, Kahihia said his group does not want 'to be associated with any _ 
organisation trying to destabilize the country.' AIPCA is split; another 
faction is led by Bishop John Mugecha. Earlier, Kahihia led a church 


delegation in paying a ‘courtesy call’ on President Daniel arap Moi ‘to 
express confidence and faith' in the government. NCCK representatives have 


been vocal in opposing corruption, injustice, and other social evils, but deny | 


working to destabilize the government. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.43 
KENYA: BISHOP FEARS FOR HIS LIFE 


Outspoken Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu (Maseno South Diocese) says his life is. 
in danger because he is being tailed by government security personnel. Okullu | 
said that since the death of his colleague, Bishop Alexander Muge in a 


mysterious car accident last month (EPS 90.08.64), his movements have been 
closely monitored by security agents and he is 'scared' for his life. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.44 
POLAND: ARSON AND OTHER ATTACKS WORRY ORTHODOX 
In recent weeks, several fires are reported to have severely damaged Eastern 
Orthodox church buildings in Poland, according to the organisation Belief in 
Eastern Europe. The most serious case was the gutting of a famous pilgrim 
church in Grabarka. BEE attributed the attacks to ‘the intolerance of some 
Catholic extremists' in Poland. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.45 

NORWAY: WORLD RECORD FOR MISSIONARIES PER CAPITA CLAIMED 

Norway holds the world record for missionaries sent per capita, according to 
new Statistics. About one in every 2500 Norwegians is a missionary in some 
other country - a total of about 1600 in 58 countries. The largest numbers 
work in Ethiopia (127), Japan (117) and Kenya (76). By way of comparison, 
West Germany sends one missionary for every 28,000 residents, the United 
States one for every 3500. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.46 

ARGENTINA: APPOINTMENT OF NEW RC ARCHBISHOP GETS MIXED REACTION 

The Vatican appointment of Antonio Quarracino as Roman Catholic archbishop of 
the Argentine capital Buenos Aires has received mixed reviews. As archbishop 
of La Plata, he had a conservative reputation, and strongly supported an 
amnesty for military officers convicted of human-rights violations in 
connection with the death, disappearance, and torture of more than 300 000 
Argentinians during the period of military rule, which ended in 1983. The 
previous archbishop of Buenos Aires retired in 1987. Under an Argentine- 
Vatican agreement, the government can reject the name proposed for the Buenos 
Aires post, which it did when the Vatican first proposed his name, before 
President Carlos Menem took office. The archbishop and the president have 
Praised each other, Menem calling him ‘one of the most brilliant men the 
Catholic Church has given to Argentina’. But Argentine Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Adolf Perez Esquivel calls the choice '‘negative'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.47 

INDIA: RC BODIES UNHAPPY WITH PROPOSED COMPULSORY STERILIZATION BILL 

A proposed bill providing for compulsory sterilization as a means to control 
population growth in the Indian state of Maharashtra has been criticised by 
the Bombay Catholic Medical Guild and the Catholic Hospital Association of 
India. The bill would require sterilization of men and women who have two 
children. In a letter to state government leaders, the Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Bombay, Simon Ignatius Cardinal Pimenta said the proposed bill 
"violated the principle that the end does not justify the means'. He called 
for withdrawl of the bill ‘in the interest of human dignity'. The medical 
guild said the bill should be ‘condemned and rejected outright)’ ,w%as 
‘contravening the Indian constitution. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.48 

ZIMBABWE: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL CONDEMNS WHOLESALE ISSUING OF CONDOMS 

The Zimbabwe Christian Council has criticised the Zimbabwe National Family 
Planning Commission for distributing free condoms to teenagers at the Harare 
Agricultural Show this month. Farai Siyachitema, ZCC youth adviser, said the 
‘commission went ‘too far ahead' of society by distributing 2400 condoms, 
Mainly to teenagers. She said that ‘encourages promiscuity’. She said the 
best way to deal with aids is to talk about it openly with teenagers, and 
promote emotional development and self-control. Expressing similar 
Objections, ZCC General Secretary Murombedzi Kuchera said the council plans an 
aids workshop later this month for church and other representatives, at which 
the use of condoms to prevent the spread of aids will be discussed. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.49 

ANGLICAN-RC INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION MEETS IN DUBLIN 

At its meeting in Dublin (28 August-6 September), the Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission approved the final text of its statement on 'The 
Church as Communion'. The text, which now goes to church authorities for 
their consideration, has as a premise that efforts to come to Anglican-Roman 
Catholic agreement on matters of faith has to be ‘rooted in an increasingly 
shared understanding of the nature of the church'. The text says the two 
traditions ‘already share a real, though, as yet, imperfect communion', and 
explores the theme of communion in the scriptures and addressed questions of 
church 'sacramentality ... apostolicity, catholicity, and holiness'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.09.50 

US RELIGIOUS LEADERS CALL FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

The US-based Interreligious Committee for Peace in the Middle East called for 
special prayers for peace in the Middle East 14-16 September. Its statement 
calls for 'prayers in this time of crisis when our human efforts for peace are 
inadequate'. It said that ‘while at times religion appears to contribute to 
Middle East conflicts, we believe the deepest sources in our traditions 
provide inspiration and wisdom for resolution of these conflicts'. The group 
counts 1200 US Christian, Jewish and Muslim leaders in its constituency. It 
was founded in 1987 ‘to encourage an active US role in promoting a negotiated 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli-Palestinian conflict'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.51 
ROMANIA: BAPTISTS OFFER TO HELP REDUCE SUFFERING 
The economic situation in Romania is worsening dramatically, according to 
Karl-Heinz Walter, general secretary of the European Baptist Federation. After 
a tour of Romania, Walter reported that basic food necessities such as sugar, 
oil, margarine, flour, rice, and coffee ‘are simply not available'. He said 
the whole country is dry after months with little rain, and that the situation 
was so bad that political leaders have warned of a ‘winter without heat or 
electricity'. Walter said assistance will be given through Baptist Response- 
Europe, a fund created last February to aid Eastern Europe. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.52 
ROME: VATICAN ANNOUNCES CONSCIENCE THEME FOR 1991 WORLD PEACE DAY 
The Vatican has announced the theme for the next World Peace Day, which it 
sponsors each year on 1 January. The ‘theme, “If ’you'' want. peace, respect® 
everyone's conscience', goes to 'the truest and deepest roots of the problem), 
of peace, that is, to the human person's conscience’, a Vatican statement > 
said. It added that violent oppression of the conscience provokes equally 
violent reactions, ‘and this is true for individuals as for communities'. In | 
view of this, 'a prominent position should be reserved' for the rights of | 
conscience, together with ‘related obligations'. The search for a secure and 
lasting peace should take place within this context, the Vatican said. [EPS] 


EPS 90.03.53 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS WHO HAVE MARRIED 

The Second Congress of the International Federation of Married [Roman] 
Catholic Priests attracted about 200 priests and wives to Doorn (near Utrecht, 
in the Netherlands) last month (19-24 August). The federation groups 26 
bodies in 17 countries, made up of priests who married contrary to rules in| 
force in most parts of Roman Catholicism. The congress urged church | 
authorities in Czechoslovakia not to interfere with the ministries of women 
and married men reportedly ordained deacons and priests (contrary to church 
rules) by Felix Davidek, now dead, who is said to have functioned secretly as 
a Roman Catholic bishop during the period of Communist repression. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.54 
ECUVIEW: Issues Facing the WCC Seventh Assembly (S. Wesley Ariarajah) 


[Ariarajah is moderator of the WCC Assembly Staff Working Group, and director 
of the WCC Sub-Unit on Dialogue. This is excerpted from a longer presentation. ] 


-.. What are some of the issues at stake in the upcoming assembly? What are 
some of the hopes and expectations of those who are planning this event which 
will gather about 3500 people, 1000 of whom are officially delegated 
representatives of member churches? 


The theme of the assembly ['Come Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation'] in 
many ways indicates the mood and expectations of the assembly. .First, it is a 
prayer; second, it is to the Spirit, for the renewal of the whole creation. 
‘Significantly, this is the first time that a Spirit-centred theme has been 
chosen for the assembly, also in the form of a petition. 


The general secretary of the WCC, Emilio Castro, a Methodist pastor from 
Uruguay, says that it is an indication that the churches, as they face a new 
millennium, and a world that has become so complex increasingly feel the need 
to fall on their knees. 


It is an acknowledgement to the world of its dependence on the Spirit of God 
for the true renewal of both the churches and the world. It is an admission 
that the true transformation and humanization of our lives ultimately comes 
from the power of God to heal, to restore and to reconcile. 


The sub-themes for the assembly, under which the major issues will be 
discussed, indicate some of the areas of concern: Giver of Life — Sustain 
your Creation! Spirit of Truth - Set us Free! Spirit of Unity -— Reconcile 
your People! Holy Spirit - Transform and Sanctify Us! 


The first sub-theme on the affirmation of God as the giver of life, opens up 
the whole area of the Christian affirmation of God as creator. What does it 
Say to the profound crisis we have today in humanity's relation to nature; to 
the ecological issues that threaten the survival of the planet ifself? 


How do we understand the need to ‘'sustain' the earth in the context of the 
unjust distribution and exploitation of its resources? What is the true value 
of the earth and land from a Christian perspective? 


What lessons do we learn of this from the indigenous peoples of the earth from 
whom land has been grabbed by those who treat it as "property'? 


This discussion on creation, earth and the land will be enriched by the 
Significant presence and participation of the aboriginal peoples of Australia 
in the assembly. 


The prayer of the second sub-theme ... represents the cry of. millions. .of 
people around the world with whom the WCC has from its beginning expressed 
solidarity. 


The cry for liberation from the many forces that keep peoples and nations in 
bondage would certainly be among the major issues at the assembly. Of 
Particular interest will be the accelerated pace in which history is 
experienced today in eastern and central Europe, southern Africa and the 
nations of Latin America. [over] 


assembly/2 


In the context of a crisis of an ideology (communism) that has dominated the 
world over so many decades, and.within the realization that the other dominant 
ideology (capitalism) has served only to deepen the inequalities between and 
within nations, are there values of social, economic and political life that 
can bring justice and peace to the peoples of the world? 


Are there values to which the churches should bear witness in a new way, also 
at a time when there appears to be some willingness to build peace on the 
basis of dialogue rather than on the strength of nuclear arms? What can we 
say of the continuing violence and war among so many nations in spite of the 
apparent rapprochement among the super-powers; of the racism and sexism that 
are still prevalent? 


Does the confession 'the Spirit of Truth' enable us to recognize and counter 
the falsehood that is so prevalent in social and political life and in the 
controlled media? These questions will certainly dominate the assembly. 


The concern of unity always engages a WCC assembly. There too the 
Spirit-centred theme would enable us to take up new questions. What does it 
mean to speak of the church as a ‘communion in the spirit'? If the felt 
communion in the Spirit is an existential reality, what does it say to the 
churches' inability over the centuries to agree on questions of doctrines and 
Church order? Do we need to have new approaches to the search to make more 
visible the unity that the Church has in the Spirit? 


And how do we relate it to the search of the wider unity, the global 
community, that we seek, especially with people of other faiths and 
ideologies? This assembly is certainly under the pressure to come to a fuller 
realization of the work of the Spirit outside the boundaries of the Church and 
the consequences it has to Christian understanding and search for unity and 
community. | 


The last sub-theme on transformation and renewal has special significance in 
the context of the intense search today among individuals and communities for | 
a spirituality that can give meaning. Spirituality both in the context of | 
affluence and poverty will engage the Assembly as well as the relationships | 
between the search for personal holiness and the engagements in and for the. 
transformation of society. 


Are the churches indeed able to make a common commitment for justice, peace 
and the integrity of creation? Are they in solidarity with women as they | 
struggle to find their rightful place in Church and Society? Are they able to. 
become true places of personal and social renewal and transformation? What is_ 
the vocation of the Church as it faces a new decade and a millennium? 


The questions in some sense are indeed not all new; but the assembly is 
meeting in a historical moment when there is a widespread cry for more honest, | 
clear and convincing answers and true commitment to act on them; will the 
Assembly be able to listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches in our 
time? : 


The mood of expectancy has begun to build up as we approach 1991. ‘'The whole 
point of taking a Spirit-—centred theme' says one of the WCC staff, ‘has to do 
with one's openness to the new; it is that true openness to look at, and to 
act in new ways, and to go where the Spirit would lead us that constitutes the 
challenge of the Seventh Assembly.' We hope that in the power of the Spirit 
we would. [EPS] 
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Ecumenical Press Service: Year 57 / Issue 32 
SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.10.88 is the 88th item 
appearing in October 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 
Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 
French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. October EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT) 
are on Mondays. 


In preparation for the WCC Seventh Assembly next February, a special issue 
(August/September) of the WCC magazine One World has been issued. It reviews 
major WCC events and trends in the period since the Sixth Assembly in 1983. 
A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The Life and Peace Institute, a centre for international Christian peace 
research, is looking for a staff person to be responsible for information and 
publications. More informtion is available from LPI Director Bernt Jonsson, 
Box 297, S-751 05 Uppsala. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 


Energy for Life -— Reflections on the Theme ‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the > 
Whole Creation by Krister Stendahl, #45 in the Risk book series, is part of 
the preparatory material for the WCC Seventh Assembly, next February in 
Australia. It costs 6.90 Swiss francs, 6.50 Australian dollars, 4.75 US 
dollars, or 2.95 UK pounds. 


Baptism, Eucharist & Ministry 1982-1990: Report on the Process and Responses 
is Faith & Order Paper #149. It costs 5.95 UK pounds, 9.95 US dollars, or 15 
Swiss francs. 


Faith and Order 1985-1989: The Commission Meeting at Budapest 1989, edited 
by Thomas Best, is Faith & Order Paper #148. It costs 29.50 Swiss francs, — 
19.50 US dollars, or 11.90 UK pounds. 


Speaking for Ourselves: Bible Starters and Discussion Starters by Women, 
edited by Wendy Robins and Musimbi Kanyoro, costs 14.50 Swiss francs, 9.95 US 
dollars, or 5.95 UK pounds. 


In EPS 57/31, the reference numbers given erroneously as 90.03.51, 90.03.52, 
and 90.03.53, should read 90.09.51, 90.09.52, and 90.09.53 respectively. 


KEEKKKKKKKEKKKKEKEKKEKKEKKEREKEKKEKRKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


EPS coverage of WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February: 
EPS is to be mailed twice or three times weekly in connection with the | 
assembly. If you wish daily coverage (by fax, e-mail, or telex), or special 
coverage (with an emphasis on a particular region or church tradition or 
subject, for example), inform EPS before Christmas. For those wishing to 

cover the assembly in person, accreditation information is available from | 
Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 
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7 EPS 90.09.55 
NIGERIA: CHURCH LEADERS FAULT GOVERNMENT ON RELIGION POLICY 


In a joint statement, leaders of the major Christian denominations in Nigeria 
have faulted the ‘'unwholesome relationship' which Nigerian federal and state 
governments are ‘actively nurturing with the church and Christians in this 
country’. The protest, from the Christian Association of Nigeria, focuses in 
particular on what it considers government favouritism towards Islam. 


Most of the more than 115 million Nigerians are either Christians or Muslims. 
Though precise figures are disputed, the two communities are roughly equal in 
size. There has been some violence involving partisans of both religions over 
the years. 


According to CAN, church efforts to improve the ‘deteriorating relationship 
between Christians and Muslims' came to nothing because of actions and 
attitudes of ‘some Muslim fanatics. ... It soon became clear that the Muslim 
fanatics were doggedly determined to win Nigeria for Islam, not through 
persuasion, but by sheer brute force and violence.' 


The CAN statement charges that ‘almost measureless assistance of all kinds' to 
support Muslims comes from Saudi Arabia, Libya, and other Islamic countries 
‘whose sole aim is to encourage Muslim fanatics to eradicate Nigeria from all 
non-Islamic religions, especially Christianity'. 


But, says CAN, 'the real source of the inspiration which Nigerian Muslim 
fanatics enjoy is the undisguised and increasing support which they receive 
from the federal government and some state governments. We no longer have 
much condidence in Mr President's oft-repeated assurance that Nigeria is a 
secular state, and that his regime will ensure that it remains so.' 


The text offfers several "specific examples' of government Support to ‘efforts 
to islamize Nigeria'; 

- the 'take-over of Christian schools and hospitals'; 

- Nigerian membership in the Organisation of the Islamic Conference, a 
grouping of states with major Muslim populations, and ‘active participation' 
in the Islamic Development Bank; 

— references to shari'a (Islamic law) in the Nigerian constitution; 

—- government rejection of a CAN proposal to set up a government board for 
Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land, to parallel the current board which 
assists Muslim pilgrims travelling to Mecca; 

— government approval, following Muslim requests, of a second style of uniform 
for students at government schools, ‘thus perilously polarising the children's 
attitudes along religious lines'; 

— government—promoted school prayers which omit references to Jesus Christ; 

- a Lagos state policy said to prevent Christians working in government 
offices from praying during their breaks, while the same state government 
Supplies 'tanker loads of water' for Muslim workers to use for purification 
rites during their five daily prayer times. 


CAN says ‘the suffering and persecuted Christians' of Nigeria have rejected 
"retaliatory violence’ against Muslim fanatics. ‘We shall continue to pray', 
it adds, 'that we may never be pushed to a position where we will not only 
bark, but will have no alternative but to bite excruciatingly hard. ... 


"Our governments ... should stop behaving as though they will take our 
religion from us and force us to become Muslims. We are determined not to 
part with our religion. It is the only worthwhile legacy we possess.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.09.56 
RELIGIOUS VIEWS DIFFER ON NEW FIJI CONSTITUTION 


Differing advice about the new constitution for Fiji has come from, on the one 
hand, various national and international church representatives, and the Fiji 
Girmit Council. FGC describes itself as ‘custodians of the cultural, social, 
and religious interests of the Fiji Indian community'. 


In Fiji, a Pacific island nation of about 750 000 people, there are slightly 
more ethnic Indians (descendants of people brought to Fiji as indentured 
workers) than ethnic Fijians, though neither group is a majority. In terms of 
religion, Christians are a slight majority, most of them ethnic Fijians. 
Hindus are the next biggest group -— about two-fifths of the population. 


A military takeover in Fiji in 1987 was led by ethnic Fijians. Now, a revised 
constitution has been promulgated by the Fijian president. It provides for a 
leading role for ethnic Fijians. 


The reported view of the Fiji-based Pacific Conference of Churches is that 
Fijians should work with the new constitution, even though it is not perfect. 
And, according to a report in the Fiji Times newspaper (21 September), during 
a visit to Fiji this month, Lorine Tevi, a Fijian on the staff of the World 
Council of Churches, described the PCC view as ‘very positive’. In addition, 
leaders of the three main Christian groupings in Fiji - Methodist, Roman 
Catholic, and Anglican - have reportedly urged Fijians to accept the new 
constitution as an interim political arrangement. 


On the other hand, in an interview in the August/September issue of the WCC 
magazine One World, WCC International Affairs Director Ninan Koshy says the 
political changes in Fiji in the wake of military coups 'pose major dilemmas 
for the churches. The human rights of some sections of the population have 
been violated, and several of the proposed provisions in the draft of the new 
constitution are definitely discriminatory. ' 


The FGC statement was issued with the concurrence of several religious and 
cultural groups, including Indian Christians. In its view, the new 
constitution ‘reduces the Fiji Indian community to a third-class citizenship 
with next-to-nil chances of redressing such a status' through constitutional 
means. 


The constitution provides for a review of the situation after seven years, but 
‘no one can realistically believe,' FGC says, ‘that representatives of the 
Fiji Indian community will be able to influence the terms of such a review 
with such massive odds set up against them' in the constitution. To endorse 
this constitution with the hope that it will be rectified after seven years 
is, in our view, to endorse the permanent sujugation of our people to a state 
of semi-servitude,' it adds. 


The FGC statement refers to the ‘grossly unequal provisions' for parliamentary 
representation of the two communities, and observes that Indian Fijians ‘will 
not even be in a position to say no to matters that ... they may view as 
detrimental to the interests of the Fiji Indian community'. 


The FGC statement also refers to ‘numerous provisions' in the constitution for 
‘authoritarian rule on the slightest pretext. ... The similarities with the 
South African situation in this regard are far too obvious. ... Over-all, the 
new constitution seeks to permanently compartmentalize Fiji's different ethnic 
groups. It renders useless any need for cross-ethnic interaction in the 
parliamentary process.' [EPS] 
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GULF CLERGY UNDERSCORE INTERNATIONAL CHARACTER OF CRISIS (Roy Kietzman) 


) Reacting to international, ecumenical comment on the Situation in the 
(Persian) Gulf region, Christian clergy there have underscored the global 
) nature of the conflict, and questioned linkages between it and the situation 
} in other parts of the Middle East. 


| Shortly after the Iraqi move into Kuwait, General Secretary Emilio Castro of 
| the World Council of Churches issued a statement (EPS 90.08.79) condemning inti, 
and urging a ‘swift and just solution to this essentially regional conflict'. 


| In an interview some weeks after the invasion (EPS 90.09.29), General 
Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle East Council of Churches spoke of the 
need for ‘urgent implementation’ of UN resolutions not only on Kuwait, but 
also on 'Palestine, Lebanon, Cyprus, and the Middle East in general’. 


Ian Young, an Anglican priest in the Gulf, welcomed 'the invaluable support 
and prayers' of Christians around the world during the crisis. He said the 
‘outpouring of indignation worldwide +: certainly demonstrates’ the 
international solidarity opposed to the annexation. This dilemma definitely 
| has implications and repercussions far beyond this region ....' 


|David Heath, minister with the National Evangelical [Reformed] Church in 
Bahrain, said it is 'stupid' to call the conflict "essentially regional'. Such 
a view 'shows a clear lack of understanding of the depth of the situation'. 


_Another ordained minister in the Gulf sent a two-page letter to a London 
| Mewspaper elaborating on the international character of the crisis, distinct 
| from other Middle East issues. But, after being cautioned by a congregational 
_ leader to maintain a low profile, the minister recalled the letter, and it was 
| not published. 


Though some Arab Christian clergy expressed reservations about the presence of 
/hon-Arab troops in Saudi Arabia, others were welcoming, such as Bareh Haroon, 
also with the National Evangelical Church in Bahrain. 


'He said ‘Arabs have discovered through the events of the past weeks who their 
friends really are —- both in the Arab world and overseas'. He predicted that 

"in the long run ... the presence of westerners, or Christians, in Saudi 
Arabia will be beneficial to creating a _ better understanding between 
Christians and Muslims’. 


‘About 14 million people live in Saudi Arabia. Almost all of them are 
‘Muslims. Islam is the official religion, and other religions are not 
/encouraged. Initially, US Christian military chaplains with the US troops in 
‘Saudi Arabaia were instructed not to wear crosses, though that directive was 
later withdrawn. 


The fate of some clergy in Kuwait when the Iraqis arrived remains unclear. 
Anglican Michael Jones is thought to have been taken to Iraq against his will, 
but colleagues elsewhere in the Gulf are uncertain. Likewise, the whereabouts 
of Helmy Henein, of the National Evangelical [Reformed] Church in Kuwait, are 
also unknown. 


John Brown, the Cyprus-based Anglican bishop whose diocese includes the Gulf 
Tegion was scheduled to visit several chaplaincies in the region at the end of 
September to assess the situation. [EPS] 
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USA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL ISSUES STATEMENT ON GULF CRISIS 


The Executive Coordinating Committee of the [US] National Council of Churches 
(14 September) has expressed NCC opposition to the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq, 
and its subsequent annexation of the country as the 19th Iraqi province. 


The statement notes that the invasion created a new and acute refugee problem 
in the region, with the largest burden falling on Jordan, where, it estimates, 
there were more than 100 000 displaced persons. 


Though national boundaries in the Middle East are a ‘legacy of the colonial 
period', the NCC text says, international law forbids alterations of national 
boundaries by unilateral military action. ‘Neither the nature of a particular 
government, nor its economic policies' can justify external intervention, it 
adds. Moreover, ‘Iraq's own recent history of political repression and 
unrepresentative rule give its claims an especially hollow ring’. 


The NCC text supports the UN Security Council call for the application of 
economic sanctions against Iraq as a means of inducing it to withdraw its 
forces from Kuwait. It adds that such concerted, non-violent efforts on the 
part of the international community and particularly of the Arab states offers 
the best hope for a fair resolution of the issue. 


Expressing a lack of clarity on the deployment of US troops, the NCC notes 
that the growing magnitude of the military presence and the apparent 
open-ended nature of US involvement in the region give rise to _ serious 
questions which 'we believe the churches should consider with care'. 


It adds that the possibility that some US troops and much US weaponry may 
remain in the region does not bode well for the future of the region, 
particularly in light of the fact that regional political disputes remain 
unresolved. 


The statement notes the humanitarian dimensions of the crisis, referring to 
the hundreds of thousands of expatriate workers compelled to leave Iraq and 
Kuwait. Many arrived in Jordan malnourished and ill. 


NCC pledges to respond to an appeal from the Middle East Council of Churches 
for food, medicine, and bedding. 


The statement expresses regret that international law in conflict situations 
is being widely ignored. Noting in particular the detention by Iraq of 
civilians and their use as human shields at strategic installations, it calls 
on the Iraqi government to release them and ensure their safe return to their 
home countries. 


The text also expresses deep concern about Iraqi civilians because foodstuffs | 
and. medical supplies are included in the embargo against Iraq. The NCC 
statement opposes any attempt on the part of the United States or any other 

government to withhold food or medical supplies for political purposes. 


The crisis, the text adds, also highlights the extent to which the US life 

style has depended on access to inexpensive sources of energy. The crisis, it 
says, should encourage a critical examination of the wasteful and 
irresponsible stewardship of the gifts of the earth. [EPS] 
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USA: ANGLICAN BISHOPS DEBATE SEXUALITY 


The annual meeting of the bishops of the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church 
(Washington, 14-20 September,) highlighted sexuality issues. And in a close 
vote, the bishops disassociated themselves from the ordination late last year 
by one of their number, John Spong, of an openly homosexual priest. Spong 
later suspended the priest, after remarks the priest made that were dismissive 
of chastity and celibacy (EPS 90.02.30). 


After a lengthy debate, the bishops voted, 78-74, to ‘affirm and support' a 
February statement by the presiding bishop and the bishops who form his 
Council of Advice that it is "inappropriate" to ordain practising gay and 
lesbian persons (EPS 90.03.36). The statement also Says that 'good order is 
not served when bishops, dioceses, or parishes act unilaterally'. 


Several bishops spoke against the ordination, calling it a 'breach of 
discipline' that could have "tragic, even catastrophic’ consequences. After 
the vote, Spong chided his colleagues for inconsistency and hypocrisy, noting 
that practising homosexuals have been quietly ordained for years. ‘The way 
the church treats its gay and lesbian members’ so deeply violates my 
conscience', he said, ‘that it strains my life by tearing it between my 
loyalty to Jesus Christ, who made a habit of embracing the outcast, and my 
loyalty to this church, which I dearly love. Yet it is a church that 
historically has rejected blacks, women, and gays in succession.' 


In a legislative session, the bishops approved a statement on homosexuality. 
It says sexuality issues are marked by ‘diversity and confusion', but that 
Christian faith 'offers a journey together as we look at those questions. It 
offers an understanding of moral discourse and the need for theological 
reflection. It calls us to repentance, prayer, and discernment.' 


Urging dialogue, the statement advises: 'Do not fall victim to the common 
error of hearing what you think people are likely to say. Let your ears open 
to concerns and convictions being shared in fresh ways by people who may be 
experiencing pain in personal struggles.' 


In an address to the bishops, sociologist Robert Bellah, a member of the 
Episcopal Church, said the church must demonstrate to US society a legitimate 
authority and a different kind of leadership. He said society has emphasized 
individualism at the expense of the common good. He called on the bishops not 
to be too ‘intimidated by the confusions of our culture’ or to ‘fall back too 
readily on our central cultural stereotypes of leadership - the manager or the 
therapist'. 


He said bishops must help the whole church demonstrate what a convenant 
community based on faith and love is like, to ‘hold up and affirm a vision of 
reality that gives witness to what as best we can discern it, God is saying to 
the world today'. 


On the current Gulf crisis, the bishops disagreed sharply on whether to 
Support US policy. A resolution finally approved condemns Iraqi aggression, 
urges ‘continuing prayers for peace with justice’, and commends efforts of 
those 'searching for alternatives to war and for the construction of regional 
Structures of security', through the United Nations. The bishops also urged 
that attention to the Gulf not divert attention from other major global 
issues. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Rights of Children in Latin America and the Caribbean 


[This is excerpted from a statement from a meeting in Sao Paulo earlier this 
year of representatives of church and other organisations concerned about the 
rights of children and adolescents in Latin America and the Caribbean. ] 


... [We are] facing the different expressions of violence against children and 
adolescents in Latin America and the Caribbean, manifested primarily: 


1. In the conditions growing out of the economic crisis and structural poverty 
which result in hunger, unmet basic needs, and inadequate or non-existent 
social policies for childhood and adolescence; 


2. In situations emerging from political and social violence, translated into 
the devastating effects of the wars waged on childhood and adolescence: the 
systematic kidnappings, methodical murder of children and adolescents in the 
poorest areas of the city, and institutionalized repression and torture of 
children and adolescents; 


3. In the reality of childhood exploitation and commerce seen in prostitution, 
sexual abuse, and pornography as well as in traffic in, and illegal adoption 
of, children, and in the lack of protection against child labour; 


4. In the progressive destruction of ethnic, community and national cultures 
by the impact of the ‘culture of violence' promulgated by mass communication 
media and warlike toys as well as racial discrimination. 


We declare: 


1. That such multiple expressions of violence against childhood and 
adolescence appear to be aligned with the social and economic structure 
prevalent in the region in a process which is growing increasingly worse ...; 


2. That, although we recognize the efforts of governments and ... [other] 
bodies to support childhood and adolescence, it is evident that the results 
are woefully inadequate and that we are witnessing a world-wide deterioration 
in the situation of children and adolescents ...; 


3. That the results of a significant number of the programmes and projects 
oriented towards childhood and adolescence have been diminished because of a 
lack of resources, reflecting the lack of priority given to childhood and 
adolescence in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. 


.e. [We] recommend: 


1. The intervention of churches and social organizations, which is absolutely 
necessary in order to raise people's awareness of the extremity of the 


situation in which we are living as regards childhood and adolescence, and to 


influence governments, seeking substantial improvement in policies ...; 


2. Their intervention ... to mobilize all available resources in Latin America | 
and the Caribbean to the maximum, orienting them to benefit childhood and — 
adolescence and the struggle against the causes of their present adverse | 


situation. 


3. The active and urgent participation of church groups ... in joint actions 
with government entities which support childhood and adolescence .... [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: WCC Statement on Economics and Human Rights 


[This is excerpted from a written Statement submitted earlier this year by the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of 
Churches to a meeting in Geneva of the UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination, and Protection of Minorities. The agenda item was 'the new 
international economic order and human rights'.] 


Member churches of the World Council of Churches have for a long time been 
concerned about the adverse consequences for basic human rights of certain 
policies and programmes of international financial institutions (IFIs) [such 
as the International Monetary Fund, World Bank, and regional entities such as 
the Inter-America, Asian, and African Development Banks]. 


We believe that the time has come for UN human rights bodies to seriously 
explore ways and means by which human rights codified in the covenants on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and Civil and Political Rights can be 
recognized and incorporated into decision-making by IFIs. 


In putting forward this idea, the World Council of Churches reaffirms its 
long-held position that the rights elaborated in the two covenants are 
indivisible and must be taken together in any policy-setting, programme 
planning, and evaluation activities. ... 


International human rights standards must be taken into account byabl ELLs.) ff. 
long-term practical human rights protection and promotion are to be ensured. 
Furthermore, it can be argued that the application of human rights criteria 
will increase not only the fairness but also the effectiveness of IFI policies 
and programmes. 


The actions of IFIs affect human rights conditions in borrower countries in a 
variety of ways. Yet only in certain instances of gross and systematic human 
rights abuse have human rights been given any consideration when loans and 
investments are being made. There is therefore a need to institutionalize the 
Systematic review of human rights considerations within IFIs. 


One means to accomplish this would be the establishment of human rights 
offices within IFIs. These offices could review policies, programmes and 
‘projects for their likely effect on human rights observance. They could also 
advise on the extent to which detrimental impacts on human rights might affect 
‘the over-all success of a proposed initiative, as well as on the reciprocal 
relationship between human rights observance and economic development. 


This kind of review is consistent with the mandates and objectives of the 
IFIs, would enhance their development work and would promote the practical 
implementation of the Covenant on Economic, Social, Cultural Rights and the 


Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
: 


e IFIs are designed to assist economic growth using financial structures and 
discipline similar to that of private financial institutions. However, IFIs 
have a wider purpose and responsibility to overcome market deficiences by 
allocating capital to enhance structural development and over-all economic and 
jocial welfare. Thus, the degree of concessionality present in loans, the 
mphasis ‘on economic development goals rather than simply the financial rate 
f return of projects, and the technical assistance made available to 
Orrowers, underscore the wider role of IFIs. [over] 


ifis/2 


Consistent with this purpose, the IFIs have been supportive of economic 
development as a_broadly-defined human right. In addition they give 
increasing emphasis to issues such as poverty alleviation, environment, 
education and women in development; issues which would not normally fall 
within a traditional banker's purview. 


‘Sustainable development' has thus become an express goal of IFI activity, in 
recognition that development does not occur in a vacuum separate from the many 
social, cultural and other factors existing in the countries in which the 
programmes operate. The decision to loan money involves a wide variety of 
considerations, including a country's rate of growth, natural resources, 
political stability and others. The IFIs also have properly focused on basic 
human needs as an element of economic development. Thus, the IFIs have been 
active in fostering projects which have as a primary goal not simply narrowly 
defined economic development. ... 


These IFI activities recognize that in approaching the difficult task of 
economic development, the conditions under which citizens live are relevant, 
and often critical, to the ultimate success and sustainability of a particular 
programme. This is also true for human rights. According to the current 
General Counsel to the World Bank: 


Civil rights are also basic to human development and happiness. No balanced 
development can be achieved, in any view, without the realization of a 
minimum degree of all human rights, material or otherwise, in an 
environment that allows each people to preserve their culture while 
continuously improving their living standards. This suggests that the 
[World] Bank should be concerned with the broad effect of its loans on the 
welfare of the beneficiary individuals. Human rights violations in 
specific cases also have broader implications related to the country's 
stability and prospective credit worthiness or to its ability to carry out 
Bank-financed projects, or to the Bank's ability to supervise them, which 
obviously are factors that the Bank must take into account to the extent 
they prove relevant in the circumstances of a specific case. 


It is true that the staff and directors of IFIs are instructed to base 
decisions systematically on economic considerations. Nonetheless, the 
proposal to take into account systematically human rights in the IFIs is 
consistent with this and other legal criteria governing activities of these 
institutions. As already noted, the allocation of capital by IFIs reflects a 


host of factors which are not purely financial. The consideration of human | 


rights factors as part of the pre-project review process is not only within 
IFIs' respective mandates but helpful in achieving their goals. 


In making economic and financial judgements as to the credit worthiness of the 


borrower, the general stability of the country, the likelihood of repayment of 


the loan, and the merits and ultimate success or sustainability of the 
proposed project, human rights conditions need to be assessed and weighed. ... 


Human-rights considerations should be institutionalized within each of the 
IFIs in a manner analogous to environmental impact analyses. ... The results | 


of the human-rights review would be considered in a broader context of other 


lending objectives. The manner in which IFI staffs would then incorporate the 
results of a human rights review into the overall IFI decision-making process | 


presents difficult issues. However, in the absence of an organizational 
capability to knowledgeably collect and analyse relevant information and its 
human rights implications, no informed decisions can be made. ... [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Issues in Christian Education 


[This is excerpted from a staff report on an international, ecumenical 
workshop on Christian education, sponsored by the World Council of Churches, 
in Montreal last June. The working group of the WCC Sub-Unit on Education met 
in connection with the workshop.] 


iy Making Christian education contextual, transforming, liberating and 


empowering: The workshop identified some of the factors now at work making 
renewal mandatory - the rapid rate of social change, new family situations, 
the challenge of multi-culturalism and religious pluralism, war and violence, 
competition from tv and the public education system for the interest and time 
of children, biblical illiteracy among adults, and the inability of home, 
school, or church in some situations to provide a sound Christian education. 


The workshop recommended that WCC continue work on methodologies for 
ecumenical learning and learning for justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation (JPIC); search for new ways of doing education that promotes the 
wholistic development of the community; begin something with a group, and let 
it spread (We can't renew everything quickly!); focus on the lives of people 
-.-.; listen to the voices of children and adults; develop ways to help people 
use the Bible, but note that the Bible doesn't tell us directly about 
nitty-gritty issues of today; intensify work on doing Christian education in 
a multi-cultural, multi-religious context ae incorporate feminist 
perspectives; encourage generations to learn together; develop another kind 
of theological education that breaks with the traditional ways of theological 
institutions; and identify ways for the church to exercise a prophetic role, 
including cooperation with non-church groups, in working for social change. 


2. The reformulation of the theological bases of Christian education: The 


working group asked the sub-unit ... to set up a project in coilaboration with 
other WCC sub-units to discover what theological perspectives on Christian 
education are being used by member churches, why they use them, and how. The 
objective would be to stimulate reflection and action by Christian education 
practitioners that start from clearly articulated theological premises from 
which to address the deep questions of our time. A second objective would be 
to provoke discussion within the churches among people who do not normally 
think of these things. 


3. Giving JPIC a clear focus in the teaching ministry of the churches: There 


was, of course, unanimity about the crucial importance of JPIC concerns for 
all the churches. But the big challenge for education, the workshop said, is 
how to deal with these supremely important values in ways that can be 
understood by Sunday schools, youth groups, women's groups, professionals who 
are not theologians, as well as by theological faculties and seminaries. 


-.-. [The sub-unit was challenged to]: find ways of simplifying the difficult, 
abstract language in which the ‘experts' write about JPIC concerns to make it 
accessible to ordinary people; use musicians, artists, journalists as well as 
professional educators from inside and outside the church to _ produce 
resources, and train leaders; identify churches and secular groups already at 
work on these issues and encourage them through network building and 
information sharing; address the non-poor in the church about how the 
church's understanding of the human person translates into attitudes towards 
persons with disabilities, and the mass media as shapers of human values. 
[over] 


education/2 


4. The Family: ... In many societies, the very meaning of family is now in 


... flux. Changing understandings of the role of women in society are having 


an impact on family life. Guidelines are needed for determining the essential 
features of family, as is discussion within different cultural contexts of the 
concept of Christian marriage and family. The working group asked ... [for] a 
series of regional meetings on the nature of Christian marriage and family, 
and how churches can be more supportive of families. 


These meetings should celebrate the gifts which families bring to society, 
including how families survive in adverse conditions. But they should also 
confront the harsh realities which contribute to the breakdown of family life, 
and which strongly discourage young people from setting up families of their 
own. The meetings should also address the changing understanding of family 
and how the church can be family for people who want to remain single. 


5. The Rights of Children: The workshop was anxious that children be seen as 
persons in their own right, and not only as members of a family, as some of 
the most serious abuses against children happen within the family. It 
recognized that in many third world countries, children are paying the debt 
owed to the IMF and the World Bank and have little or no legal protection. 


More than 100 million children have no access to primary education and a 
similar number fail to complete basic education, thus severely limiting their 
chances of full participation in society and leading full lives. 
Prostitution, drug addiction, exposure to aids, physical abuse, even 
liquidation by death squads are some of the horrors endured by street children 
estimated to number in the tens of millions in the mega-cities of the world. 


The working group therefore asked the staff to encourage the churches to use 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the General Assembly of 
the United Nations in 1989 as a basis for reflecting on the churches' and 
societies' responsibilities to children and to work for the ratification and 
implementation of the Convention in their respective countries. It also asked 
WCC to encourage churches not only to hear the voice of children, but to open 
doors for them to have a significant and responsible place within the church. 


6. Popular Education: Popular education ... is essentially a community- 
centred process of building knowledge collectively, having as its goal the 
transformation of people and societies. It eschews top-down, authoritarian, 
mechanical forms of ‘education’, and proceeds from experience to reflection 
and action. The workshop saw the popular-education method as consonant with 
the goals of a participatory and liberating education, and therefore felt that 
it should play a significant role in renewing Christian education and 
theological education. 


The working group asked the sub-unit ... to make available a training manual 
on the popular education method for use in various regions; develop teams of 
facilitators in strategic locations around the world to work with churches, 
women's movements and other marginalized groups; encourage churches in rich 
countries to use the method in their work with the non-poor; and find ways to 
introduce it to seminaries and Bible schools. ... 


Prior to the Global Workshop, 20 members of the ... working group ... and 
staff met for informal dialogue with an equal number of Roman Catholic adult 
religious educators from around the world .... The dialogue took place around 
the theme ‘all education is necessarily ecumenical', and provided an 
opportunity for establishing contacts between an important world network of 
Roman Catholic adult educators and the WCC. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: 1990 Christmas Message from WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 


[This item was translated from the Spanish by the Language Service of the 
World Council of Churches. Castro is a Methodist pastor from Uruguay.] 


Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 


The birth of the child Jesus is the central fact in Christian experience and 
the key event for the whole history of humankind. 'For to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.' 


This year I should like to focus our attention on one who was involved in the 
Nativity and did not speak about herself but bore witness to Jesus Christ. 


When Mary asks the angel who announces the advent of the child Jesus ‘How can 
this be?' the reply is, 'The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy, the Son of God.' 


Later, when the child is presented in the temple, Simeon, a ‘righteous and 
devout’ man declares he has received a vision through the Holy Spirit that he 
will 'not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ' (Luke 2:25-32). 


The Holy Spirit is at the source of the incarnation of the Divine Child and is 
present in the minds and hearts of those who meet him to help them see in that 
child the very presence of the God who liberates. 


In the life and ministry of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is present as a power that 
renews. At his baptism the Spirit descends like a dove while the heavens open 
and a voice proclaims, 'Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased’ 
(Luke 3:22). 


Full of the power of the Spirit, Jesus proclaims his manifesto of liberation: 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.' 
(Luke 4:18) 


'The whole Christmas story is full of this beautiful, mysterious presence of 
the Holy Spirit. 


In the life we live today it is hard to have that vision of the Spirit. 
Everything seems to be regulated. Our lives are so organized that little room 
is left for surprise, for freedom, for new beginnings. 


: And more than that still: We are awakened out of the poetic world of 
Christmas to the harsh reality of sin by the clamour of Herod's soldiers, by 
the shadow of the Cross, and by the tragic reality of the warlike conflicts of 
today. 


How can we live in the presence of the Spirit? How can we become aware of a 
world of beauty and freedom, of eternity in the midst of the tragedies, the 
trivialities and the conflicts of daily life? [over] 


christmas/2 


Out of that tragic contrast between this shabby reality and the glory of the 
liberating purpose of God made manifest in Jesus Christ, the ecumenical 
movement unites in the prayer, 'Come Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation’. 


This is the central theme of the next assembly of the World Council of 
Churches to be held in February 1991 at Canberra in Australia. It is a 
particularly relevant prayer for our Christmas this time. 


Indeed, it is already a miracle of the Spirit that we can celebrate Christmas 
in the world of today, because the Spirit helps us to concentrate on the 
essential things and recognize the liberating action of God in Jesus Christ. 


Christmas in the power of the Spirit is the festival that celebrates the 
breaking in of God in Jesus Christ to liberate; Christmas becomes a 
historical reality today through the activity of the Holy Spirit. 


In our celebration this year, we might do no more than remember historical 
facts which would have their own charm as popular tradition. 


But in fact the prayer we raise this Christmas is, 'Come, Holy Spirit - Renew 
the Whole Creation.' 


So, our celebration is not nostalgia for yesterday, but commitment for today, 
to dedicate ourselves under the guidance of the Spirit to proclaiming 
liberation to the captives, the new and acceptable year of the Lord, the — 
renewal of all things in Jesus Christ. 


The Holy Spirit sows hope. The Holy Spirit enables us to see in a child - 
Jesus — that the redemption of the world is already present. 


The action of the Spirit in the whole of creation liberates and allows all 
creatures to sing to the glory of God. 


In our lives, the Spirit makes us able to survive and go on hoping, in|} 
situations of oppression and rank, distressful poverty. 


The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Life, which in Christ conquers death itself, is 
the power to live creatively even in circumstances of grief, loneliness, and 
personal or collective anxieties which might tempt us into resignation, 
surrender, and defeat. 


The Creator Spirit always opens up new possibilities. 
We therefore pray: ‘Come Holy Spirit - renew the whole creation; enable us to : 
see today the presence of Jesus Christ in everything that happens in our 
lives, and to receive in the Spirit the ability and the power to participate 
in the redemptive and liberating activity of the Spirit’. 


Let us join together as one with all Christians in this ardent prayer: ‘Come, | 
Holy Spirit — Renew the Whole Creation.' 


And then our Christmas will be a festival not only of remembrance but also of 
hope: ‘Come, Lord Jesus!’ 3 


Fraternally yours.- [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.10.88 is the 88th item 
appearing in October 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 
Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 
French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT) 
are Monday, 15 October; Wednesday, 24 October; Monday, 5 November; 
Wednesday, 14 November; Monday, 26 November; Wednesday, 5 December; 
Wednesday, 19 December; Wednesday, 9 January; and Tuesday, 15 January. 


In preparation for the WCC Seventh Assembly next February, a special issue 
(August/September) of the WCC magazine One World has been issued. It reviews 
major WCC events and trends in the period since the Sixth Assembly in 1983. 
A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The Life and Peace Institute, a centre for international Christian peace 
research, is looking for a staff person to be responsible for information and 
publications. More informtion is available from LPI Director Bernt Jonsson, 
Box 297, S-751 05 Uppsala. 


Stories on the Way, a new film about work of the Mennonite Central 
Committee, is available from MCC, Akron PA 17501-0500, USA. 


The July/October double issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review focuses 
on issues related to three of the four sub-—themes of the WCC Seventh 
Assembly next February. Copies are available from WCC Publications, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Please substitute the following for paragraph 4 of EPS 90.09.56: 


In August, leaders of the three main Christian groupings in Fiji - Methodist, 
Roman Catholic, and Anglican - issued a joint statement urging Fijians to work 
with and improve the new constitution. Though 'not perfect', they said, it is 
meant as ‘an instrument of nation building, to bring us together with all our 
diversity, with all our different visions, hopes, and aspirations’. 


Their statement was subsequently endorsed by the Fiji Methodist Annual 
Conference in a six-point statement on the new constitution. On a visit to 
Fiji in September, Lorine Tevi, a Fijian Methodist on the staff of the World 
Council of Churches, endorsed the Methodist conference statement. 


KEKKKKKEKKKKEKKEKKKKKEKKEKEKKKEKKKKKKKEKKKEKEKKKEKKK 


EPS coverage of WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February: 
EPS is to be mailed twice or three times weekly in connection with the 
assembly. If you wish daily coverage (by fax, e-mail, or telex), or special 
coverage (with an emphasis on a particular region or church tradition or 
subject, for example), inform EPS before Christmas. For those wishing to 
cover the assembly in person, accreditation information is available from 
Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 
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WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFERS ADVICE ABOUT GULF CRISIS 


In a ‘statement on the Gulf crisis' approved at its meeting in Granavollen, 
Norway (22-29 September), the Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches expresses ‘unequivocal oppostion to the Iraqi invasion and annexation 
of Kuwait', and notes other outstanding Middle East issues. 


It voices 'profound concern and deepening anxiety about the massive military 
build-up and confrontation which can lead to a war in which weapons of mass 
destruction may be used with large-scale civilian casualties’. It supports 
Sanctions as 'the appropriate practical basis on which effective international 
action can be mobilised'. 


In addition, the committee appeals to the UN Security Council to ‘ensure 
compliance with its relevant resolutions' about Israeli-occupied territories, 
Lebanon, and Cyprus, because 'it is essential that all these issues also are 
addressed vigorously in a way which upholds international law to guarantee 
peace in the region'. It also calls for a UN-sponsored ‘international peace 
conference on the Middle East' with a ‘broader framework for peaceful 
settlement of all outstanding issues’. 


The statement describes the holding of foreign nationals as hostages in Iraq 
and Kuwait as 'morally unacceptable and against international law'. It calls 
on the Iraqi government to ‘facilitate the departure of all foreign nationals 
who want to leave Iraq and Kuwait’. 


On the question of ‘supplies essential to the survival and health of the 
civilian populations', the text calls for ‘a broad interpretation’ of Security 
Council sanction exceptions regarding food and medical supplies. 


Expressing concern about the ‘lives of hundreds of thousands of migrant 
workers in Iraq and Kuwait, and those in transit under difficult 
circumstances', it appeals to the Iraqi government to ‘allow governments of 
such nationals and humanitarian organizations to bring food and medicine to 
Iraq and Kuwait, and to distribute them'. 


The statement urges WCC members to ‘urge their governments to seek a peaceful 
settlement to the Gulf crisis’. 


It asks them to 'pay special attention to the humanitarian needs, and to 
continue to support the WCC and Middle East Council of Churches in their 
programmes of assistance to the victims of the Gulf crisis’. 


In addition, it calls for '‘inter-religious dialogue’, especially because 
"religious sentiments are misused in the current conflict’. 


It asks WCC members to ‘uphold in their intercessions the people and churches 
in the Middle East and other countries affected in this difficult period' and 
to 'continue to pray and work for peace and justice’. 


In conclusion, it recalls an ‘act of covenant' from the WCC-sponsored World 
Convocation on Justice Peace and the Integrity of Creation last March in 
Seoul. That text speaks of a ‘comprehensive notion of security that takes the 
legitimate interests of all nations and peoples into account ... through the 
overcoming of ... war aS a means to resolve conflicts, and through the ... 
overcoming of the spirit, logic, and practice of deterrence with weapons of 
Mass destruction'. [EPS] 
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COMMITTEE CALLS FOR REDUCTIONS IN PROJECTED WCC SPENDING 


The Executive Committee of the Geneva—based World Council of Churches has 
called for measures to reduce WCC expenditures so as to balance WCC budgets in 
1991 and 1992. 


A 1991 draft budget prepared for the committee, which met in Norway last month 
(Granavollen, 22-29 September), projected net expenses of 43.42 million Swiss 
francs, with income at 37.13 million. 


Some members of the committee are to meet with WCC staff before the end of the 
year to review ways to bring expenditures down to projected income. (The 1990 
WCC net expenses budget is 42.11 million Swiss francs, with spending limited 
to about 40 million.) 


Several factors are cited as reasons for the financial bind: a decline in the 
value of the two main currencies (US dollars, German marks) in which WCC 
income is received, which means the same number of dollars and marks buys 
fewer Swiss francs, the currency in which the WCC budget is figured; the 
increasing cost of living in Switzerland, thus increasing many WCC expenses 
(notably the approximately 60 percent of the budget that goes for staff 
salaries); an increase in the number of people on the WCC staff (from 309 in 
January 1989 to 340 now); and a decision that it would not be prudent to 
lower WCC reserves (now at about 31 million Swiss francs) much further. 


A WCC staff document prepared before the committee meeting referred to a 
"budget crisis'. However, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro says '‘'crisis' 
is the wrong word. He speaks of a ‘responsible attitude in relation to the 
future', and says projected WCC spending in 1991 and 1992 has to be arranged 
in such a way that the new WCC governing bodies, to be chosen at the next WCC 
assembly, in February, are free to consider new programmes and initiatives 
coming from the assembly. 


He also cites possible sources of increased WCC income in the 1990s, including 
the new ability of WCC-related church bodies in central and eastern Europe to 
send funds abroad, foundation support for some WCC programmes, and renewed 
enthusiasm for and interest in WCC work because of the assembly. 


Reviewing income projections, the committee noted that in the 1983-90 period, 
giving in original currencies increased 75 percent (about 10 percent per 
year), with total income in Swiss francs up 34 percent. But, anticipating a 
4.56 percent increase in Swiss-franc income in the 1989-92 period, and Swiss 
inflation of 12.5 percent at the same time, the committee projected a 7 
percent decline in the buying power of WCC income by 1992. 


The committee also reviewed five areas of special funding not included in the 
regular WCC budget - the assembly; the World Convocation on Justice, Peace, 
and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC) last March (and related programme); the 
Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students projected for 1992 (with 
costs to be shared by WCC and four other organizations); planned regional 
meetings in 1992 and 1993 in connection with the WCC-sponsored Ecumenical 
Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women, which began in 1988; and the 
World Conference on Faith and Order projected for 1993. 


As is customary, the committee meeting was not open to the public; some 
details of its financial discussions were not made public. [EPS] 


| 
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COMMITTEE: NEW WCC MEMBERS, STAFF APPOINTMENTS, ASSEMBLY PLANS 


Meeting in Norway last month (Granavollen, 22-29 September), the Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches dealt with potential new members, 
staff appointments, and plans for the upcoming WCC Seventh Assembly (Canberra, 
Australia, 7-20 February). 


As is its custom, the committee met in sessions which were closed to the 
public. WCC officials later released information about some of the decisions 
taken and subjects discussed. 


The committee endorsed WCC membership (or associate membership for the 
smaller bodies) for five denominations - Philippine [Anglican] Episcopal 
Church, Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran Church, Baptist Association of El 
Salvador, Salvadoran Lutheran Synod, and Free Pentecostal Mission Church of 
Chile. It set visits in connection with the membership applications of two 
others - Evangelical Reformed Church of Angola, and [Pentecosal] Celestial 
Church of Christ [in Nigeria]. And it declined a proposal to admit as a 
Separate member the Diocese of Polynesia of the [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of New Zealand, a current member. 


The assembly must approve the memberships before they are effective; current 
WCC membership is 311. 


The committe appointed three staff members - Tarek Mitri (Eastern Orthodox, 
Lebanon), secretary for Christian/Muslim dialogue; John Doom (Reformed, 
French Polynesia), Pacific area secretary in the Commission on Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service; and Aruna Gnanadason (United, India), 
director of the Sub-Unit on Women. 


Currently, Gnanadason is executive secretary of the All India Council of 
Christian Women, Doom a CICARWS consultant for Pacific issues, and Mitri on 
the staff of the Middle East Council of Churches as secretary of its Working 
Group on Islam and director of its Unit on Faith and Unity. 


Also approved were the two WCC appointments to an interim board for the 
Proposed Ecumenical News Service - committee member Per Vokso, a Norwegian 
journalist and church leader; and US journalist Judy Weidman, editor/director 
of Religious News Service in New York. Other members are being named by the 
Lutheran World Federation and World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


In other action, the committee approved grants from the WCC Special Fund to 
Combat Racism (to be made public in the middle of next month), forwarded 
information on WCC-Roman Catholic relations to a WCC assembly committee, and 
accepted a plan for the ‘administrative lodging' of the WCC-wide emphasis on 
justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). 


The committee received a report from the assembly planning committee. That 
document includes information and comments about regional assembly preparatory 
Meetings; pre-assembly visits; the Australian situation; participation of 
Aboriginals and Islanders, women, youth, and children; the programme for 
Visitors; worship; the programme of the assembly; section work; plenary 
Sessions; the business agenda; and communications. 


Also in connection with the assembly, the committee approved proposals for 
people to take leadership roles as speakers, and as moderators and vice 
Moderators of committees. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 90.10.04 
ROUNDUP: ECUMENICAL ASPECTS OF THE GULF CRISIS 


Christian congregations in Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United 
Arab Emirates are cooperating in an effort to raise money for refugees from 
Iraq and Kuwait stranded in Jordan. Donations from Bahrain Christians are 
being channelled to an Anglican chaplain in Jordan, William Taylor. He is 
ministering in a camp in Jordan holding 10 000 to 15 000 Asian and Arab 
refugees. His appeal for assistance was televised in the Gulf. 


An Anglican priest in the Gulf, Ian Young, told the Scottish Anglican monthly 
Newscan that both Arab and expatriate Christians he knows consider the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait a ‘crisis of truly international proportions. The Gulf 
states heartily welcome the initiatives taken by the United Kingdom and the 
United States in sending troops and material in their defence.' He also said 
the conflict ‘isn't seen in any way as a Christian-Muslim confrontation’. 


Gulf Anglicans are being encouraged to use the following prayer for peace, 
composed by George Appleton, the former Anglican archbishop in Jerusalem: ‘'0 
God of many names, lover of all nations, we pray for peace in our hearts, in 
our homes, in our nations, in our world, the peace of your will, the peace of 
your need.' 


According to some news reports, Saudi customs officials have confiscated 
Bibles and other religious literature, as well as containers of alcoholic 
beverages and pictures of nude women posted to US troops in Saudi Arabia. 
Postal regulations forbid sending anything contrary to Islamic teaching to US 
military personnel in Islamic countries. A spokesperson for the US Postal 
Service said there is some question whether the Saudis will permit US troops 
to receive religious Christmas cards. 


The US military has reportedly been careful not to air gospel music or 
religous programmes on US military radio broadcasts beamed to troops in the 
Gulf area. 


The US-based International Bible Society reports it is shipping 50 000 
shirt-pocket New Testaments with sand-coloured covers for US _ military 
chaplains to distribute to troops there. 


Speaking at an interfaith gathering in Bari (Italy) last month, Raphael I 
Bidawid, the Baghdad-based patriarch of the Chaldean Catholic Church, 
condemned the UN-approved embargo against Iraq as ‘inhuman and immoral'. As 
for the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, which prompted the sanctions, the patriarch © 
called it 'none of my business', and declined to express a judgment about it. 
He also said the presence of US and other western troops in the region is a 
threat to good Christian-Muslim relations. Asked about reported excesses by 
Iraqi troops in Kuwait, he said ‘people exaggerate a lot. Show me an army ~ 
which has invaded any country and not done worse.' (The patriarch is the head | 
of the largest Christian community in Iraq. Its worship forms and social | 
customs are eastern, and it is in communion with the pope.) 


The US-based (Akron, Pennsylvania) Mennonite Central Committee, an agency of — 
several Mennonite and Brethren in Christ denominations, has issued a statement 
opposing 'the inclusion of food and medicines in the embargo against Iraq' and 
Iraqi-occupied Kuwait. The committee expressed its belief that ‘it is morally 
wrong to keep food from hungry people’. [EPS] 
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SOVIET UNION: STATE PERMITS RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION, ABANDONS ATHEISM 


Legislation ending the policy of atheist education, and state control of 
religious institutions was adopted by the Supreme Soviet last month (26 
September). The vote in the Soviet legislature was 341 to l. 


The legislation also permits, but does not require, those responsible for 
state-run schools to allow organized religious instruction in them. 


The law follows decades of state pressure on and control of religion in the 
Soviet Union. 


The legislation declares all religions equal under the law, and bars the state 
from interfering in religious affairs. 


Religious groups are now free to set up classes, send students abroad, and 
receive exchange students. They may also establish "societies, brotherhoods, 
associations' and other organizations. 


Alexei II, patriarch of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church, by far the 
largest denomination in the Soviet Union, said the church is satisfied with 
the legislation, and hopes all state schools will allow religious instruction. 


He proposed the establishment of a church agency to help restore the countless 
churches ruined or were used as warehouses or factories under previous Soviet 
governments. [EPS] 
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USA: NEW STRUCTURE FOR ECUMENICAL COUNCIL SAID TO MAKE IT WEAKER 


After years of internal disputes, which included the resignation of its 
general secretary in the middle of last year, a new structure for the [US] 
National Council of Churches is being put in place. 


John Bush, Presbyterian pastor and member of the NCC panel which put the 
restructuring plan together, says a result is increased power over various 
ecumenical programmes for denominational staff persons, with the NCC general 
secretary and General Board lacking real decision-making authority. 


He says the new structure means an NCC. without ‘wholeness' with 
‘accountability to and responsibility for the council as a whole’ being 
"minimal'. Bush says more checks and balances are needed to keep those with 
"in-house agendas’ from creating unaccountable ‘self-perpetuating entities’. 


Responding, Leonid Kishkovsky, the Eastern Orthodox priest who is NCC 
president, says Bush 'points to real dangers. But I don't think they are 
fated to occur.' He calls the restructure ‘not an abstractly perfect plan, 
but a workable plan', which takes account of NCC 'realities' and ‘ideals’. 


He says it is clear the leadership of the 32 NCC member denominations do not 
want an NCC structure which is strong or authoritarian, but rather one which 
is 'cooperative, collegial’. 


He calls the reorganization ‘the best possible ... under the circumstances’, 
with ‘difficulties and failures in some instances. In this, I'm a realist, 
-and one who has Christian hope.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.07 

SOUTHERN AFRICAN METHODIST INSURANCE PROGRAMME ALSO TO FUND MISSION 

The Methodist Church of Southern Africa has launched an insurance plan which 
is also to fund missionary outreach. The programme has been launched in 
conjunction with a private firm, Methsure. In an introductory brochure 
Methodist Presiding Bishop Stanley Mogoba says Methsure is offering insurance 
at competitive rates, and also contributing funds for Methodist mission work. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.10.08 
ITALY: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL HOLDING SEMINAR ON IMMIGRANTS 
The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy held a seminar on pastoral 
care among immigrants (near Rome, 28-30 September). Seminar organisers say 
the rich traditions brought to Italy by newcomers, could stimulate and renew 
Italian church life. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.09 

VATICAN SEES PRIESTS IN 'DEEP CRISIS' 

The Roman Catholic priesthood is ‘in deep crisis' in connection with the 
function and place of priests in society, according to a Vatican working paper 
prepared for the world meeting of Roman Catholic bishops in Rome this month. 
The document, 'The Formation of Priests in Circumstances of the Present Day', 
says secularization, eroticism, and the decline of family life can lead to the 
misunderstanding, isolation, and demoralization of priests, prompting them to 
abandon their vocations. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.10 
DANISH CENTRE SENDS MISSIONARIES TO YOUNG WESTERNERS IN INDIA, NEPAL, THAILAND 
During the past Seven years, reports the Dialogue Centre in the Danish city of 
rhus, it has sent out more than 80 young volunteers to work among young 
people from western countries in Nepal, India, and Thailand. The westerners 
have gone there to encounter eastern religions, but some of them have found 
themselves in serious difficulties. The latest group of volunteers from the 
centre, whose board is chaired by Danish Lutheran theologian Johannes Aagaard, 
is to leave soon. In another recent action, the centre protested Danish 
government grants for yoga classes on grounds that yoga is really a form of 
Hinduism. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.11 

USA: RC BISHOPS DELAY FINAL VOTE ON DOCUMENT ABOUT WOMEN 

Following objections from several parts of the theological spectrum, and after 
Vatican intervention, the US Roman Catholic bishops have decided to delay a 
final vote on a teaching text about women. The pastoral letter has been in 
preparation for seven years. The Vatican suggested to the US bishops that 
they consult with colleagues in other countries before finalizing their text. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.10.12 

BRITISH MINISTERS FROM SEVEN TRADITIONS FOUND ECUMENICAL ORDER 

With founding members from the Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, Reformed (Church 
of Scotland), United (United Reformed Church), Roman Catholic, and Salvation 
Army traditions, the Ecumenical Order of Ministry held its first meeting near 
Bromsgrove (England). Purposes of the group include support for unity, and 
recognition of the ministry in Christ that all order members share. John 
Johansen-Berg, the URC minister who initiated the group, said it 'can be both 
a symbol of our togetherness, and a prompt to our various denominations to 
move more urgently in matters of mutual recognition of ministry'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.13 
AFRICAN MEETING ON CHURCH ROLE IN CHILD SURVIVAL 
The Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches has announced plans for a 
consultation in Ethiopia this month to examine the role of the church in 
Africa in issues of child survival. The meeting is to be co-sponsored by AACC 
and the UN agency Unicef. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.14 
VATICAN TEXT SETS STANDARDS FOR ROMAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES 
A Vatican statement last month set standards for Roman Catholic universities, 
declaring that teachers and researchers on their staffs must respect. church 
teaching. The text is seen in part as a response to theological dissent by 
some faculty members, and some kinds of biological research at some 
universities. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.15 

PENTECOSTAL BODY AFFIRMS ROLE OF WOMEN IN MINISTRY 

The executive governing board of the US-based [Pentecostal] Assemblies of God 
has approved a position paper affirming that 'God can and does bless the 
public ministry of women'. The text acknowledges spirited debate among 
Christians on the role of women in spiritual leadership, but says the Bible 
offers 'no convincing evidence that the ministry of women is restricted 
according to some sacred or immutable principle’. It concludes that the 
denomination ‘has been blessed and must continue to be blessed by the ministry 
of God's gifted and commissioned daughters'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.16 

NEW ECUMENICAL ANTI-CHILD PROSTITUTION EFFORT GETTING UNDERWAY 

End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism, an ecumenical effort based in 
Bangkok, has announced plans to officially launch its campaign at an 
international conference in Bangkok next’ year. According to  ECPAT 
information, the problem is particularly acute in the Philippines, Thailand, 
Sri Lanka, and Taiwan. Acting as an executive committee for the campaign are 
the Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism, Christian Conference of Asia, 
Federation of [Roman Catholic] Asian Bishops' Conferences, and two ecumenical 
bodies which focus on tourism - TEN (in Europe) and NANET (in the United 
States). [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.17 
ECUTEXT: WCC Message on the Occasion of the World Summit on Children 


[This is excerpted from the message issued (28 September) by General Secretary 
Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches. ] 


... The World Council of Churches welcomes the Special Summit of World Leaders 
on Children. At long last the human community is beginning to put children 
at the very heart of its work for a just and sustainable future. ... 


To give practical expression to this belief, we take the occasion of the 
special world summit in New York to encourage world leaders and their 
constituencies to take concrete actions on the social, economic, and political 
constraints which prevent children from enjoying and participating in the 
fullness of life. One urgent step along this long road is the ratification of 
the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child. 


May the Holy Spirit brood over and guide these important days in our 
collective search for a more human future. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.18 
ECUTEXT: Indian Youth on Christian Unity 


[This statement came from participants in a consultation on Christian unity 
organised by the Unit on Unity, Fellowship, and Dialogue and the Unit on Youth 
of the National Council of Churches in India.] 


--.- 1. We believe that the ultimate objective of Christian unity is the unity 
of humankind and not church unity only. ... The sole purpose of all unity 
efforts within and among churches is for mission alone and not to protect and 
perpetuate their own positions of wealth, prestige and privileges. ... All the 
ongoing unity efforts among churches, either in organic or conciliar 
directions, need to be pursued with this sole objective of mission. ... We 
would also like to see efforts in the direction of decentralisation of power 
in order to facilitate more people's participation. ... 


6. We also commend the efforts being made by certain churches towards organic 
unity. ... But such unity is not to be seen only at the hierarchical level. 
-.. Unity is essentially relational and involves people and not institutions 
and administrative structures. ... We recommend the formation of ecumenical 
youth groups and other cause-oriented groups at the local level around issues 
and needs rather than on denominational and cultural identities. ... 


10. We feel that there should be a greater degree of cooperation, solidarity 
and exchange between the churches at various levels. ... In places where 
churches are in the process of conciliar unity, duplication of work must be 
avoided, and, instead, resources be channelled for united mission efforts. 
They should also avoid establishing congregations of their diaspora where a 
sister church is already present. 


12. In the name of cultural identity and heritage, certain traditions and 
practices that alienate, deny and divide people should be shunned. Unity does 
not mean homogeneity but equality and freedom within diversity. We are 
distressed to find that certain churches still discriminate and deprive Dalits 
['untouchables'] and women. ... In the light of all this, we do not insist on 
special privileges as a minority community in the Indian society. When we 
have kept silent when the rights and dignity of the poor and the weak are 


trampled over, we feel that we, as a church, have no moral right to insist on 


our own rights and privileges. ... But in view of the emerging aggressive 


fundamentalism aiming to grab political power, the church should insist on an ! 


unbiased and equal treatment and resist all discrimination and victimisation. 


We call upon the churches not to be a part of this rising communalism through ) 


their aggressive forms of religious practice and proclamation. 


15. As pluralism is a reality of our Indian existence, we hold that we need 
to see the people of other faiths as fellow workers in our common search for a 


more just and humane world. We encourage dialogue with people of other faiths | 


for the well-being of all people in our country. 


bG3 Evangelisation, therefore, does not mean teasing or condemning others 
nor does it mean church growth. ... We hold that evangelisation is affirming 


that hope in a new humanity through actions which would seek to remove | 


inequalities and injustices and ensure fullness of life to all people. 
Therefore, evangelism or witnessing has an essential dimension of involvement 
in the day-to-day life of people. Christian unity implies solidarity with all 
the oppressed and marginalised sections of the society. And we commit 
ourselves to this task.. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.19 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Report on Foreign Migrant Workers in Japan 


[This is excerpted from a report by an ecumenical fact-finding team on the 
human-rights situation of foreign migrant workers in Japan. The mission was 
sponsored by the World Council of Churches and Christian Conference of Asia. 
Also signing the report were representatives of the Christian Coalition on 
Refugees' and Foreign Migrant Workers’ Issues, and the Forum on Asian 
Immigrant Workers. ] 


--- We noted the following concerns: 


a3, For migrants who have overstayed their visas, their illegal status makes 
them vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. When their rights are violated or 
they need medical care or their wages are not paid, they are reluctant to seek 
help for fear of being deported. 


2. The new immigration law is poorly understood and there are reports that 
it may have been deliberately misinterpreted by immigration authorities. 


a The provisions of the immigration law cause problems for migrants' family 
life and for their children. Problems in establishing nationality for 
children and registering them in school were reported. 


4. Although we were told by Tokyo immigration officials that interpretation 
is provided for migrants who don't speak English or Japanese, we heard of many 
cases where inadequate or non-existent interpretation caused difficulties for 
migrants. Moreover, interpreters are often perceived as being on the side of 
the police or immigration authorities and not as independent transmitters of 
communication. 


< F Reports on the treatment of Asians in the criminal justice system reveal 
discriminatory treatment of Asians in comparison with nationals at every stage 
of the process. From arrest to investigation to Sentencing, Asians receive 
harsher treatment than their Japanese counterparts or Western foreigners. 


6. We heard of cases of inhumane treatment of foreign workers by immigration 
and police authorities, including verbal and physical violence. 


or Working and living conditions for migrants are more difficult than for 
Japanese. They are more likely to be involved in dangerous jobs, to have 
inadequate safety provisions and less likely to receive medical care and 
compensation in case of injury. In many cases, employers refuse to pay them 
or pay them less than originally promised. Migrant workers have little 
recourse to established procedures to seek justice in these cases. Because 
of the new law, many foreign workers are presently finding it difficult to 
secure employment. 


B. The situation of Asian women working in the entertainment industry is 
shocking. We heard many stories of brokers recruiting women in Asian 
countries with false promises. We heard stories of women being sold to club 
owners, of forced prostitution, of women being kept in isolation by their 
employers, unable to protest or escape. Their lack of independence and 
knowledge of the Japanese language means that they are virtual prisoners of 
their employers. [over] 


japan/2 


As one lawyer explained, they suffer discrimination on four counts. They are 
foreign, illegal workers, women, and work in the sex industry. This multiple 
discrimination has made it possible for the trade in human flesh to continue. 


9. We are concerned about the low rate of acceptance of asylum-seekers who 
have fled their countries because of war or persecution. Since 1982, less 
than 200 individuals have been granted refugee status under the 1951 United 
Nations Convention. Rejected asylum-seekers are often permitted to remain on 
a temporary basis, but must renew their stay on a monthly basis and need a 
sponsor to avoid detention. 


At a time when countries around the world are straining to cope with hundreds 
of thousands of people fleeing violence, Japan's policy of granting refugee 
status to an average of less than 30 people per year raises serious question 
about the government's commitment to human rights. 


10. Being recipients of Japanese aid and investment, Third World governments 
choose to close their eyes when their own nationals are abused and exploited. 
By keeping silent, these governments, through their embassies, are equally 
responsible in the violation of human rights of migrant workers. 


These observations were made in the context of discussion of the recent 
revision of the Immigration Law which introduces an employer sanctions system 
in order to control undocumented workers. If the workers came before 1 June 
1990, their employers will not be punished. 


Yet the government will not consider granting amnesty to long-time foreign 
workers living in this country and the Japanese government continually refuses 
to address their rights. 


The question of the treatment of migrant workers in Japan is, of course, only 
part of a much larger issue related to the economic disparity between Japan 


and its Asian neighbours. The conditions which give rise to migration 
include oppressive economic structures, foreign intervention, and political 
turmoil. Traditional industries in many Third World countries have been 


destroyed under the name of 'development'. 


The Japanese government bears a particular responsibility in this respect, 
especially given the pride in the size of Japanese Official Development 
Assistance. 


Until these root causes are addressed, people from poor countries will 
continue to come to Japan in search of work. Efforts to address the human 
rights situation of migrant workers in Japan must be seen in the larger 
context of the struggle for justice in the Third World. 


The issue of the human rights of migrant workers is not only a question of 
domestic politics. It is part of our responsibility as human beings to 
uphold human rights of all people, particularly those who are most vulnerable 
and marginalized. 


We seek to build societies which recognize the contribution of all people and 
which accept diversity of culture and opinion. We recognize the importance 
of organizing people's organizations to uphold the dignity of foreign migrant 
workers and create solidarity between people beyond borders. «men [BPS] 
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EPS 90.10.20 
ECUTEXT: Concerns, Exhortations, and Hopes in Nicaragua 


[This is excerpted from a letter issued by Cepad, the Council of Evangelical 
Churches for Denominational Alliance in Nicaragua. ] 


--. We commemorate once more the anniversary of the [Sandinista] revolutionary 
triumph of 19 July 1979, a date which in the national history has a new 
direction of great repercussions for all Nicaraguans. Also, almost three 
months have passed since the new government assumed power [at the end of 
April]. 


During the last months, our country has experienced moments of transcendental 
importance. For the first time, we witnessed a peaceful transition from one 
government to another with a different political sign, thus undergirding the 
road of democracy. 


The forces of resistance turned over their weapons and became demobilized thus 
advancing Nicaragua towards that peace that for such a long time we yearned 
for. Iwo nationwide strikes shook the country. The economic situation has 
deteriorated and the country finds itself in the midst of a crisis that has 
caused the poorest to suffer most. ... 


We thank God for having been spared a tragic outcome of major proportions, 
even though provocation to violence led to the tragic death of six citizens, 
tens of wounded, and the destruction of public and private property .... 


This could have been avoided had there been at the outset more flexibility on 
the part of the government and that of the labour forces in conflict. We 
solidarize ourselves with the suffering of the families of the victims. 


The situation that our country experiences is one of fragile stability, and 
violence constitutes a latent danger which needs to be overcome. ... We are 
deeply concerned about the following: 


(1) The situation of the rural and urban workers with very low salaries which 
are unable to provide them and their families the minimum of sustenance. To 
this needs to be added the situation of thousands of jobless Nicaraguans 
without any source of income. 


(2) The increase in delinquency, a direct outcome of the economic crisis and 
unemployment. 


(3) The increase of traffic and consumption of narcotics in our country, 
Which now has become listed among the countries where this social evil 
proliferates. 


(4) Persons claiming that their relatives have been kidnapped by the 
Resistance, not having received from the governmental authorities any adequate 
answer that could lead to a clarifying of their situation and as the case may 
be, to location of their whereabouts. 


(5) That the demobilized members of the Resistance, in particular those of 
the southern front, lack food and agricultural tools to become reintegrated 


into normal life. 


(6) The particularly difficult situation experienced by our Nicaraguan 
‘brothers of the Atlantic coast, where the lack of food, medicine and other 
necessary means for normal life has become rampant. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.21 
ECUVIEW: The Call of God Today (Emilio Castro) 


[Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from a sermon he preprared for preaching in the Lutheran cathedral 
in Oslo (23 September) in connection with the meeting near Oslo of the WCC 
Executive Committee (EPS 90.10.01,02,03).] 


... We are aware of the serious problems confronting humankind as we approach 
the end of this millennium - the enormous injustices prevailing in 
international relations, between poor and rich nations and even within 
nations, preserving pockets of misery side by side with vast riches. 


We are also aware of the threats to peace, symbolized a few years ago by the 
two power blocs, and present today in the open conflicts of Liberia, Sri 
Lanka, Ethiopia, Sudan, etc. 


Like Deuteronomy, calling the people of Israel to claim God, to search for 
God, so we in the ecumenical movement have to learn afresh that only by going 
back to our roots, remembering that our liberation was brought by Jesus 
Christ, only in that convenant of God, will we have the courage to start 
afresh, fighting for peace, for justice, and for a responsible use of God's 
creation. 


Through the mass media, our attention has been focused on the events taking 
place in the Persian Gulf. Here is a big country swallowing, invading, a 
small country. This cannot and should not be tolerated. Many other invasions 
have taken place in the past which did not find this kind of international 
response. Obviously there are particular factors at play here which need to be 
considered when we search for solutions not only to the symptoms, but to the 
continuing causes of those symptoms. 


The conflict in the Gulf is also a sad illustration of the uneven division of 
riches among the peoples of the earth. There is a tremendous injustice in the 
use of God's gifts, when the masses of poor people are deprived of even the 
bare essentials in almost every corner of the earth. 


We have a violation of peace in the Gulf, a threat to peace in the region, 
which demand an international response. There are political, economic, perhaps 
even military responses, but the book of Deuteronomy calls us back to 
understand that we are people of the convenant, people who know what God has 
already done in the history of Israel and through the person of Jesus Christ. 


It is calling us to remember what life is for, what God's saving intention is, 
so that our responses, while they may have a political, economic, or military 
entry point, will be responses which involve the total affirmation of God's 
love for the whole creature, God's love for the whole creation, inviting us to 
respond with changes in our life-style, in our international solidarity and 
even in our own vocational response. 


God does not forget; he is calling us back to an awareness of his saving, 
redeeming, liberating intention. Let us respond to the conflicts of today, as 
individuals, as families, as communities, as nations, as churches, by entering 
into the struggle, affirming respect for God's creation in the discipline of 
our lifestyle, in solidarity with the poor of the earth, through a demand for 
international economic justice, and to affirm peace as an always existing 
possibility because God. in Christ, the Prince of Peace, does not forget us but 
continues to love us. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.10.88 is the 88th item 
appearing in October 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 
Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 
French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT) 
are Wednesday, 24 October; Monday, 5 November; Wednesday, 14 November; 
Monday, 26 November; Wednesday, 5 December; Wednesday, 19 December; 
Wednesday, 9 January; and Tuesday, 15 January. 


In preparation for the WCC Seventh Assembly next February, a special issue 
(August/September) of the WCC magazine One World has been issued. It reviews 
major WCC events and trends in the period since the Sixth Assembly in 1983. 
A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The Life and Peace Institute, a centre for international Christian peace 
research, is looking for a staff person to be responsible for information and 
publications. More informtion is available from LPI Director Bernt Jonsson, 
Box 297, S-751 05 Uppsala. 


Stories on the Way, a new film about work of the Mennonite Central 
Committee, is available from MCC, Akron PA 17501-0500, USA. 


The July/October double issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review focuses 
on issues related to three of the four sub-themes of the WCC Seventh 
Assembly next February. Copies are available from WCC Publications, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


In EPS 90.10.03, note that the Conference of European Churches is another 
ecumenical organisation involved in preparations for the Ecumenical News 
Service. 


KKEKKEKKKKKKRKEKKKKKKRKKKKEKKKKKEKKKEKEKKKEKEEKKER 


EPS coverage of WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February: 
EPS is to be mailed twice or three times weekly in connection with the 
assembly. If you wish daily coverage (by fax, e-mail, or telex), or special 
coverage (with an emphasis on a particular region or church tradition or 
subject, for example), inform EPS before Christmas. For those wishing to 
cover the assembly in person, accreditation information is available from 
Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 
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THEOLOGIANS PROPOSE END TO 1500-YEAR SEPARATION WITHIN ORTHODOXY 


For 1500 years, Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Christians have been out of 
communion with each other. Their split came in the wake of the Council of 
Chalcedon. It met in 451 near what is now Istanbul, and produced doctrinal 
statements about the nature and person of Jesus Christ. 


As has most of Christianity, Eastern Orthodoxy has formally accepted that 
council as ecumenical, and thus authoritative in terms of doctrinal teaching. 
Oriental Orthodoxy has not. (It is the numerically-strongest form of 
Christianity in Egypt, Ethiopia, and Armenia, and has numerically significant 
communities in the Middle East, India, and other parts of the world to which 
people from those five areas have emigrated.) 


But meeting last month (23-28 September) just outside Geneva, 34 theologians 
from 16 countries who make up the official Joint Commission of the Theological 
Dialogue Between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches 
unanimously approved an ‘agreed statement and recommendations to the churches’ 
to transcend the theological divide of 15 centuries. They also produced four 
groups of recommendations on related 'pastoral issues’. 


Building on a 1989 joint statement between official representatives of the two 
traditions, and on unofficial theological work from 1964 to 1971, the new text 
outlines what the two Orthodox families together teach about Jesus Christ. It 
notes that each side accepts that the traditional terminology of the other 
expresses that common faith (though in the past the differing terminologies 
have been said to reflect significant differences). Though not affirming the 
authority of Chalcedon and the three later councils Eastern Orthodox consider 
ecumenical, the Oriental Orthodox responded positively to an Eastern Orthodox 
interpretation of the teaching of those councils summarised in the text. 


Thus, the theologians say, ‘both families have always loyally maintained the 
same authentic Orthodox Christological faith, and the unbroken continuity of 
the apostolic tradition, though they may have used Christological terms in 
different ways. It is this common faith and continuous loyalty to the 
apostolic tradition that should be the basis of our unity and communion.' 


Finally, to remove 'the last obstacle to the full unity and communion of our 
two families', the text recommends that the authorities of the two traditions 
lift past ‘anathemas and condemnations’ of councils or teachers of the other 
family, and thereby acknowledge that those once condemned are not heretical. 


The pastoral recommendations note a need for a ‘period of intense preparation 
of our people' for ‘restoration of communion of our churches', including the 
need to revise some books and curricula, and to come to agreements so that 
marriages involving a partner from each tradition are not problematic. They 
urge joint work to respond to ‘suffering, need, injustice, and conflicts' in 
the world, and to cope with ‘dangers arising from contemporary secularism, 
including cults, ideologies, materialism, aids, homosexuality, the permissive 
society, consumerism, etc.' They also suggest joint efforts in terms of 
ecumenical questions, problems, and debates, such as the role of women, mixed 
| marriages, proselytism, and Roman Catholic 'uniatism'. 


The commission proposals require formal church action for implementation, 
which could take several years. Co-chairing the group were Eastern Orthodox 
Metropolitan Damaskinos (Ecumenical Patriarchate, Switzerland) and Oriental 
Orthodox Metropolitan Bishoi (Coptic Church, Egypt). [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.23 
OLD CATHOLIC BISHOPS MEET ON WOMEN, INTERNAL, ECUMENICAL ISSUES i 


At their annual meeting last month (2-6 September, Rheinfelden, Switzerland), 
bishops in Europe and North America who are part of the Old Catholic Union of 
Utrecht discussed several ecumenical and internal issues now facing the 
half-million-strong Christian world communion. 


The Old Catholic International Congress, which met just before the bishops 
did, urged that each Old Catholic diocese or group of dioceses be able to make 
its own decision about whether to ordain women as priests [EPS 90.09.01]. The 
bishops are to hold a special session in the middle of next year to discuss 
‘the position of women in the church'. At Rheinfelden, they endorsed ‘rapid 
and expansive promotion ... of awareness ... and theological clarifications’ 
on the issue. A hoped-for result is that all parts of Old Catholicism arrive 
at ‘the same stage of development, where that is possible’, which could 
"create the preconditions for reception’ of what the congress urged. 


The bishops also committed themselves to try ‘as far as possible' to reach a 
consensus' among Anglicans, Orthodox, Roman Catholics, and Old Catholics 
before deciding to ordain women priests, ‘so that the faith and fundamental 
order of the church will not be misrepresented and destroyed'. (Roman 
Catholicism and Orthodoxy officially reject the ordination of women as 
priests; Anglican opinion and practice vary. Under terms of a 1931 accord, 
most parts of Anglicanism and Old Catholicism are in communion with each 
other, though the largest Old Catholic denomination, the US-based Polish 
National Catholic Church, ended communion with its North American Anglican 
counterparts after they ordained women as priests in the mid-1970s.) 


The bishops called for an ‘exact account' of Old Catholic ecumenical relations 
to help give ‘a precise response to questions repeatedly asked' by the main 
Old Catholic ecumenical partners - Anglicans, Eastern Orthodox, and Roman 
Catholics. Among other things, these have to do with the compatibility of the 
Old Catholic dialogues and agreements with the various partners. In a related 
action, the Anglican-Old Catholic Conference of Theologians is once again to 
be ‘an official body for consultation and contacts' so 'questions and problems 
relating to both churches may be discussed and dealt with more effectively’. 


The bishops decided to start formal international dialogue with Roman 
Catholics, as soon as preliminary national ‘work and clarifications' are 
finished, a reference at least in part to Old Catholic-Roman Catholic tensions 
in Germany. (US Old Catholics and Roman Catholics held official talks in the 
1980s; Old Catholcism results from three divisions in Roman Catholicism - in 
the Netherlands in the 18th century, Switzerland and Germany at the time of 
the First Vatican Council, and North America at the end of the last century.) 


The bishops ‘strongly urged' the 'process of receiving' the results of the now 
completed, international Old Catholic-Eastern Orthodox dialogue. 


Judging that disagreements between two leadership groups in the Old Catholic 
diocese for Czechoslovakia in the past two decades have created a ‘serious 
crisis of confidence', the bishops are ‘trying by every available means to 
achieve a reconciliation between the parties, though so far without success’. 
Also, they urged the Old Catholic diocese for Germany to formally react to 
objections previously raised by bishops to the relationship of eucharistic 
hospitality involving the diocese and the German Evangelical Landeskirchen 
(Reformed, United, and Lutheran provincial churches). The bishops resolved to 
‘clarify the ecclesiological dimensions of eucharistic hospitality'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.24 
NEW ZEALAND: MAORI ECUMENICAL COUNCIL URGES MAORIS NOT TO VOTE 


Te Runganga Whakawhanaunga I Nga Hahi o Aotearoa, the national ecumenical 
council for Maoris (descendants of the first inhabitants of what is now New 
Zealand) is urging Maori people not to vote in the upcoming national elections 
(27 October). 


Council secretary Rob Cooper says the advice is meant to 're-focus attention’ 
on 'moral issues surrounding the Treaty of Waitangi', notably its guarantee of 
‘te tino rangatiratanga' - Maori control of their land, way of life, and other 
affairs. (The treaty was signed in 1840 by representatives of the Maori 
people and the British monarch.) 


Cooper says not voting is an ‘excellent, lawful, and peaceful way to engage in 
passive resistance. At the same time, it allows Maori people to demonstrate 
that they will no longer cooperate with injustice.' Rather than voting, Maori 
are being asked to sign a 'te tino rangatiratanga register', to indicate 
Support for treaty rights. The register is open to 'all people of good will’. 


In the upcoming election, Cooper said, Maori are being asked ‘once more, to 
divide their loyalties upon party political lines. What is needed is not more 
of the same worn-out political patronage which keeps Maori locked into 
dependency, but a new system of relationships based firmly on the moral rights 
and ethical duties' based on the treaty. 


In a response to a presentation on the voting boycott from the Maori council, 


the Executive of the Conference of Churches in Aotearoa New Zealand —- the 
ecumenical council for Pakeha (post-1840) New Zealanders - offered ‘solidarity 
with Te Runanga' It also issued a public statement ‘warmly supporting' the 


Runanga call. It urged CCANZ members to ‘look seriously at the reasons why 
the Runanga felt it necessary to make this call'. 


Early in 1990, in connection with the 150th anniversary celebrations of the 
treaty, eight New Zealand church leaders - Methodist, Disciples (Associated 
Churches of Christ), Reformed (Presbyterian), Roman Catholic, Anglican, 
Eastern Orthodox (Greek), Quaker, and Lutheran - issued a joint statement. 


It called the treaty a 'key element in making us a unique nation', and a 
"living document affirming inalienable Maori rights and providing the basis 
for settlement, government, and our life together’. The leaders accepted a 
challenge to help see to it that New Zealand ‘honours the treaty, and respects 
the rights and obligations it guarantees', including tino rangatiratanga. 


They added that there are 'treaty issues of power and resource sharing to be 
firmly, fairly, and speedily settled in both church and state'; they endorsed 
"political restructuring which recognises Maori as a people possessing tino 
rangatiratanga according to the terms of the treaty’. 


From Geneva, Executive Secretary Bob Scott of the Programme to Combat Racism 
of the World Council of Churches sent a letter of to Cooper expressing ‘warm 
Wishes' and ‘understanding and support.' 


Scott said that in many cases in the ‘struggle of indigenous peoples for 
justice and equality,' national legislatures, ‘most often operating in the 
Name of democracy,' are unable to ‘consider indigenous claims seriously, or 
offer support and correction when injustice has been perpetrated.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.25 
NICARAGUA: NEW CATHEDRAL PROJECT PROVOKES CRITICISM F) ) 


Nearly two decades after the 1972 earthquake that levelled much of the 
Nicaraguan capital Managua, including its Roman Catholic cathedral, church 
officials have decided to rebuild it. This has provoked criticism from some 
quarters, particularly evangelicals. 


Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, along with a US millionaire and. government 
leaders have announced plans to build a new cathedral on the southern edge of 
the city. Obando y Bravo named Nicaraguan President Violeta Barrios de 
Chamorro to head the building committee. Others on the committee include 
Managua Mayor Arnoldo Aleman, and Tom Monaghan, the owner of Domino's Pizza 
and the Detroit Tigers baseball club in the United States. 


Aleman turned over 30 acres of city-owned land for the cathedral, and Monaghan 
promised to donate or raise almost half of the estimated construction cost of 
three million US dollars. Monaghan, with business and political involvements 
throughout Central America, also arranged for a Mexican architect to design 
the structure. The Chamorro adminstration is to make available 150 000 US 
dollars for architectural costs. 


The project has provoked criticism from several sources. A Dutch planner who 
helped redesign Managua after the earthquake said the decision on the location 
of the cathedral ‘violated the democratic process'. Kees Van Ruyven said the 
master plan for Managua reconstruction calls for commercial development of the 
area. He also criticised the use of foreign architects, saying many 
Nicaraguan architects and engineers could benefit from the work and 
experience. And he estimated that the final price tag for the project will be 
substantially higher than projected by church and government officals because 
of the cost of related developments such as electrical lines, streets, parking 
lots, and green areas. 


Others have also criticised government involvement with the project. Adolfo 
Miranda Saenz, a Baptist attorney, said the government financial support is 
‘unconstitutional religious discrimination’. He cited the Nicaraguan 
constitutional affirmation that ‘the state has no offical religion’. He said 
that makes the action illegal unless equal assistance is given to evangelicals. 


In a pastoral letter to the president, Moravian leaders reprimanded Chamorro 
for 'paying excessive attention to a single sector of the religious community'. 
Moravian Bishop John Wilson and Superintendent Ofreciano Julias wrote that — 
Nicaragua ‘until today enjoys religious pluralism without a declared state 
church’, They expressed their concern for government ‘disrespect for 

Christian ecumenism’. 


Other church leaders see government support for the project as a way to repay 
Obando y Bravo for his sustained opposition to the Sandinistas, whom Chamorro 
defeated in elections earlier this year. 


He also played a key role in the selection of some government officials, 
notably the minister and deputy minister of education, thereby fuelling 
further criticism. 


In the Nicaraguan population of about 3.8 million, about seven in eight are 
reckoned as Roman Catholics. Baptists, Moravians, and Pentecostals make up 
most of the rest. [EPS] 
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' EPS 90.10.26 
WCC WELCOMES PROPOSED AGREEMENT ON CONVENTIONAL FORCES IN EUROPE 


The World Council of Churches has welcomed the proposed agreement on 
conventional forces in Europe, to be signed next month in Paris at a summit of 
the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (19-21 November). 


In a letter to member churches in the 23 states likely to sign the agreement, 
WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro notes that the agreement will mean a 
drastic reduction in tanks, artillery, armoured personnel carriers, combat 
aircraft and combat helicopters deployed in Europe. 


However, he expressed concern that it contains no provision prohibiting 
increased transfer of armaments from Europe and North America to other parts 
of the world. 


With the shrinking of the markets in Europe and the growing regional conflicts 
in many areas - particularly in the (Persian) Gulf - arms manufacturers will 
look for alternative markets, notably in the developing world, he says. 


Castro calls on the church representatives to urge political leaders attending 
the summit to make a commitment to reduce arms sales to the developing world, 
and to encourage active exploration of economic conversions from military to 
civilian production. 


He urges support for the proposal for an International Register of Arms 
Transfers under UN supervision. He also appeals for parliamentary scrutiny of 
major arms-export deals, and negotiations between arms-supplying countries and 
the recipients. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.27 
BOUGAINVILLE SITUATION SAID CRITICAL 


The situation in the Bougainville area of Papua New Guinea is critical, 
according to a statement issued after the annual general meeting last month 
(27 September) of the Solomon Islands Christian Associatian (SICA). 


Last May, as part of its efforts to counter an independence drive, the PNG 
government totally blockaded Bougainville and nearby Buka Island. 


The SICA statement describes the shortage of essential medicine, food, fuel, 
and communications in Bougainville as life-threatening. PO) caldis. for) ali 
parties involved in the crisis to refrain from using force, and to resume 
peace talks. 


It also urges eased restrictions on the border between the Solomon Islands and 
Bougainville. Noting that the peoples on both sides of the border are blood 
relatives, it says suffering could be alleviated if entry into Bougainville 
were not restricted. 


It appeals to all governing authorities involved to allow the Red Cross and 
other international relief agencies to take immediate action to make needed 
medical supplies, food, fuel, and communications available as soon as possible. 


It also urges all Pacific governments and church leaders 'to join with us in 
Our call on all those concerned’ in the Bougainville situation so that 
humanitarian needs are addressed. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.28 
ANGLICANS, ORTHODOX IN DIALOGUE ON TRINITY 


Symbol and language in relation to the Trinity, the Trinity as communion, and 
the filioque clause in relation to the immanent Trinity were subjects dealt 
with at a meeting of the international Anglican-Eastern Orthodox theological 
dialogue commission last month in Toronto (10-17 September). 


In a statement, the co-chairpersons, Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan John of 
Pergamon (United Kingdom), and Anglican Bishop Mark Dayer of Bethlehem (USA) 
welcomed the decision of the 1988 Lambeth Conference, the worldwide meeting of 
Anglican bishops. It recommended that Anglicans consider dropping the 
filioque clause in future liturgical revisions. 


The clause - which in Latin means ‘from the Son' - is included in the form of 
the fourth-century Nicene Creed generally used by western Christians to affirm 
that the Holy Spirit proceeds ‘from the Father and the Son’. Eastern 
Christians generally reject the use of the clause. [EPS 


EPS 90.10.29 
AUSTRALIA: CHURCH LEADER PROPOSES END-OF-MARRIAGE CEREMONY 


The church needs to develop an end-of-marriage ceremony to set divorced people 
free from their feelings of guilt and failure, says John Brown, national 
mission director for the Uniting Church in Australia. 


While not advocating an easy attitude to marriage and divorce, he says, 'the 
church has not been good at setting people free; it has been good at loading 
people with guilt, especially in this area'. 


Brown says the church still needs to emphasise marriage preparation and 
enrichment, but when all efforts have failed, it should encourage people to 
move beyond the breakdown of their relationship, adding that he would like 'to 
see the church develop such a worship service as a regular part of its life.' 


Jim Palmer, of the Anglican Marriage Guidance Council in Melbourne, agrees. 
He says many Christians remain guilty after the breakdown of their marriage 
‘until they have formally and liturgically received release from their 
previous vows'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.30 
KENYA: WIDOW FILES TO STOP CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS IN DEATH OF BISHOP 


Herma Muge, wife of late Anglican Bishop Alexander Muge (Eldoret diocese), who 
died in a mysterious car accident last August [EPS 90.09.08], has filed an 
application in the Kenyan High Court to stop criminal proceedings against the 
driver charged with causing the death of her husband. 


Muge, who gives 29 reasons to support her application, says continuing with 
the criminal case is contrary to the law and would render useless a 
government-—appointed inquiry into the death of her husband. ~ 


Attorney General Mathew Muli ordered an inquest into the death, but criminal 
proceedings against the driver started before the inquest began. Her attorney 
and the insurance firm that insured her husband have so far boycotted the 
proceedings. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.31 
INDIA: LUTHERANS ENDORSE ORDINATION OF WOMEN 
Meeting in Madras last month (3-5 September), the bishops and presidents of 
the nine members of the United Lutheran Churches in India, endorsed the 
ordination of women as pastors. They agreed in principle to offer all 
theologically trained Indian Lutheran women a pastoral, chaplaincy, or 
educational ministry during the next three years. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.32 

PERU: CHURCH LEADERS SUPPORT GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC PROGRAMME 

The leadership of the Roman Catholic Church in Peru, the principal 
denomination in the country, has expressed support for the ‘social 
compensation programme' announced by Peruvian President Aléberto Fujimori. It 
is designed to lessen effects on poor people of economic belt-tightening now 
underway. The programme includes food donations to the country's’ seven 
million poor people. Callao Archbishop Ricardo Durand told a meeting of 
richer people that the presidential programme will succeed ‘if we all 
cooperate and treat the poor as if they are our own brothers’. Lima 
Archbishop Augusto Vargas Alzamora called on Christians to remain calm and be 
patient in the economic crisis. (Peru is also in the midst of armed struggles 
involving the government and two anti-government groups, Sendero Luminoso and 
Revolutionary Tupac Arauf Movement.) More than 90 percent of the 22 million 
people in Peru are counted as Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


' EPS 90.10.33 

PHILIPPINES: ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CALL FOR DEBT’ WAIVER 

The conference of Roman Catholic bishops in the Philippines (CBCP) is calling 
for selective repudiation of the country's 26-billion-US-dollar foreign debt, 
describing it as 'the paramount example of a man-made disaster’. CBCP says 
the crisis facing the Philippines was created in part by ‘wrong calculation, 
wrong investments, wrong decisions of individuals' and ‘most likely by their 
wrong moral values as well'. The Philippines pays an average of 3.2 billion 
dollars annually, mostly in interest obligations to foreign creditors. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.34 
NAMIBIA: ECUMENICAL BODY LAUNCHES NEWS AGENCY 
The Communications Department of the Council of Churches in Namibia has 
launched Namibia Ecumenical News Agency. Tobias Mbako, CCN director of 
communication says NENA will provide information bulletins on activities of 
the council and its members. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.35 
USA: MUSLIMS JOIN INTER-RELIGIOUS BODY 
Religion In American Life, a New York-based interfaith organisation founded in 
(1949, has accepted the Council of Mosques of the United States as a member. 
Till now, RIAL has been made up of Christian and Jewish groups. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.36 

SOVIET UNION: EASTERN ORTHODOX LEADER URGES ABOLITION OF DEATH PENALTY 
Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Ilya II has called for the abolition of the death 
penalty in the Soviet Union. Ilya leads the Eastern Orthodox community in the 
Soviet Republic of Georgia. In a letter to Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
the patriarch says the killing of a person, whether guilty or innocent, 
"represents a grave crime and a severe sin before God'. He notes that the 
death penalty has not solved the problem of increasing crime rates. He also 
criticises overcrowding in places of detention, calling special attention to 
young people, who ‘should be able to work and found families'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.10.37 
USA: RELIGIOUS, LABOUR LEADERS URGE AN END TO SALVADORAN WAR RAS AIT 
Leaders of about three dozen US denominations and trade unions have appealed 
for an end to the decade-old war in El Salvador. Their appeal, ‘Let Justice 
be Reborn in El Salvador,' urges the US government to 'do everything possible 
to promote efforts to achieve a just and lasting peace'; the Salvadoran 
government and the opposition Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front are 
asked to ‘concentrate their energies and resources' to achieve a 'negotiated 
political settlement that guarantees human rights and civil liberties'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.38 

WCC GENERAL SECRETARY VISITS CHINA 

WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro visited China (4-14 October) to discuss 
participation of Chinese Christians in the upcoming WCC assembly (Canberra, 
Australia, 7-20 February), and the possibility of the China Christian Council 
becoming a WCC member. Among those who met with Castro and the two WCC staff 
members with him was the senior Chinese Christian leader K.H. Ting. Before 
the victory of the Communist revolution in China in 1949, WCC had four China- 
based members. CCC, a '‘'post-denominational' umbrella body, has succeeded 
several formerly separate Chinese denominations. The 1990 edition of 
Britannica World Data estimates that about 20 million of the 1 billion (1000 
million) people in China are Christians; the official Chinese government 
figure is about half that. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.39 
THEOLOGY OF THE CROSS IN ECUMENICAL DISCUSSION 
Ecumenical aspects of a ‘theology of the cross' was the topic last month (19- 
23 September) when 17 theologians from several Christian traditions met at the 
Institute for Ecumenical Research in Strasbourg (France). [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.40 
ECUTEXT: WCC Message on German Unification 


[General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches, sent the 
following message to WCC members in Germany to mark its unification.] 


-.. We greet you and share with you your joy as, on 3 October, old enmities 
are put aside, and Germany is once again united. The countries of Europe have 
experienced, over the past 45 years, the longest period of peace in their 
history, but that peace has been achieved at the expense of separation, 
division, and heartache for millions in Europe and the wider world. Nowhere 


has that sorrow been felt more acutely than in the two parts of divided 


Germany. And now their peoples are united once more. 


As we send you our greetings ... we remember with thankfulness the faithful | 
witness of the churches in the GDR [the former East Germany] during long — 
periods of difficulty and struggle. Their upholding of Gospel values, and the { 
major role they played in helping to bring about the sweeping changes we have 


witnessed in Europe over the past year, have inspired and encouraged us. 


The churches of Germany share now a unique task: to be witnesses together to _ 


Jesus Christ at a period when your country needs you most —- your wisdom, your 


experience and your desire to be faithful stewards of the Gospel, learning | 


from each other, praying and working together, not only for your own society, 
but also for your neighbours in your common European home and in the wider 
world. We pray for you and with you as you continue to work together ... in 
your common calling for justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. [EPS] 
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. EPS 90.10.41 
ECUTEXT: Multifaith Statement in Advance of WCC 7th Assembly 


[This is excerpted from the statement issued after a multifaith consultation 
held in Hong Kong last August to prepare guests from other faiths attending 
the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches next February in 
Canberra (Australia).] 


se. ab The theme of our meeting was that of the assembly, renewal. Among 
us were Buddhists, Christians, Confucians, Hindus, Jews, Muslims, Sikhs as 
well as a Zoroastrian, a follower of the Shinto tradition, and a scholar of 
Taoism. We were enriched by hearing a Taoist, a Jew, a Sikh and a Muslim 
speak on the goodness of the created order and human responsibility toward all 
nature. We were introduced to Shinto, Buddhist, Hindu and Christian 
perspectives on the reconciliation of the human community. We struggled with 
the challenge to grapple with the Zoroastrian view of good and evil. 
Australian Aboriginal Christians opened our eyes to the persistent racism in 
our day and to the grave injustices committed to the Aboriginal people of 
Australia. They shared with wus the richness of the Aboriginal 
spirituality. They told us 'The land is our mother, it is our Dreaming, it 
is our life.' 


Bie At no time before in history has the image of a ‘global village' been so 
evident. A Hindu participant told us, 'We are one family. The Supreme 
Being granted us this gift. We belong together.' A Muslim participant 
reminded us, 'Biologically we all belong to one single, common species. 
Ecologically we are part of the one planet's biosphere. Historically we all 
drink and are fed from the same subterranean streams. Culturally we are 
becoming increasingly multinational. Spiritually we all sense that we are 
embarked on a common journey.' As people of faith we hold that there is but 
one source of life nourishing and sustaining the whole inhabited world. The 
modern communications revolution makes our interdependence ¢Clearer day by 
day. We face a common future or a common extinction. 


4. In Hong Kong people of many faith traditions live together in the same 
Place, facing the same future, with the challenging year of 1997 coming 


nearer. A council of six religions has been formed to meet regularly and 
discuss common concerns. All of us affirmed that our own life contexts as 
well are increasingly multireligious. A dialogue between people of many 


faiths is the basis of our common future. 


D. We all have a rich heritage in our own faith traditions. They enable us 
to distinguish between right and wrong, truth and falsehood, harmony and 
disharmony. They tell us that human beings are guardians and trustees of 
this earth with no right to misuse it for greed or selfish ends. 
Nevertheless, we all felt that the noblest insights of our heritage are often 
used in a mutually excluding way and therefore not for the common good of all 
human beings. Disharmony among peoples and nations increases and the lack of 
peace and justice is blatant. Nature is degraded and misused. Truth is 
compromised and disregarded. Individual lives are broken and _ whole 
communities are destroyed. The image of our neighbour is distorted. Greed 
and selfishness rule. We must scrutinize the forms of religious education in 
all our traditions to see what has gone wrong and how it can be rectified. 


ae The time is ripe for what in the Jewish tradition is called Teshuvah, a 
Tadical turning - repentance and renewal. From the Japanese Shinto tradition 
‘we were challenged: 'We as religious people, I believe, should repent of our 
ignorance and negligence and apologise to Kami, Nature and Life itself.' 
[over] 


multifaith/2 


re During our time together we had a deeply moving and spiritual experience 


when a Christian Palestinian shared with us her search for the meaning of 
reconciliation and love and her struggle to act it out in the context of 
occupied Palestine. This initiated a painful, revealing and hopeful dialogue 
with the Jewish participants among us. We all experienced the great 
importance of speaking the truth as we see it in our own life situations and 
acting upon the basic commitments of our faith. The sharing process helped 
us to see that our truth claims are not simply ideas, but must be lived out in 
our whole life and in our relationships with our neighbours. We have to 
learn to recognize in our neighbours the presence of the divine spoken of in 
different ways in different traditions: the Shekhina in the Jewish tradition, 
the Holy Spirit of the Triune God to the Christians, the Atman to the Hindus 
and Sikhs, the Ruh to Muslims. 


8. Dialogue between people of living faiths is not only a theoretical and 
scholarly exercise in talking together. The most urgent area of dialogue is 
our common responsibility for the communities in which we live. In the Sikh 
scriptures it is said, 'Truth is above all, but over and above truth is 
truthful living.' It has to do with our specific commitment to the 
environment, to refugees, to the homeless, and to those discriminated against 
by caste and race. As people of faith we are increasingly aware of the sharp 
critique of all religions in this age of science, technology and modern 
communications. We are nevertheless convinced that spiritual search is 
intrinsic to human life and that the wisdom of all the faith traditions is 
needed to enlighten and at times to challenge the misuse of science and 
technology. 


9. We therefore call upon people of all religious traditions to open 
themselves to a new paradigm of relationship with one another. The future 
calls us to a new pattern of working together and living out our faiths. We 
must be true to our own faith traditions but in solidarity with one another, 
so that we can become bearers of hope for our time. 


10. As a result of our multifaith dialogue in Hong Kong, we believe that this 
new paradigm of relationships will be built on some basic common insights: 


(a) We all live in one oikia, one ‘household'. The oikoumene embraces the 
whole inhabited earth with all its forms of life and all its families of 
faith. The ‘peace, justice and integrity of creation’ so many long for 
inevitably concerns all human beings and must be sought in dialogue with 
people of other faiths as well as with people of no confessed faith. 


(b) In our interdependent world people of one religious tradition alone will 
not be able to find solutions to the ills of our time. Renewal will require 
the deep reflection and commitment of all of us. 


(c) We must no longer do separately that which we as people of many faiths 
can do together. The global problems that face us are too great and too | 


complex for the resources we have separately. 


(d) The plurality of humankind must be affirmed and so must the diversity of | 


gifts we offer to one another in our common life and struggles. 


(e) Interreligious dialogue is essential to this new paradigm of | 


relationships. Such dialogue goes beyond meetings, exchanges and encounters 
to the creation of what we might call a ‘culture of dialogue’. This culture 
of dialogue begins at the local level with the very structures and forms of 
our daily living and leads us to common action and toward a common future. 
[EPS] ; 
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EPS 90.10.42 
ECUTEXT: WCC Text on Malaysia, Aotearoa (New Zealand), Canada 


[This is excerpted from an oral intervention on behalf of the World Council of 
Churches before a meeting of the UN Working Group on Indigenous People, in 
Geneva in August.] 


In the [Malaysian] state of Sarawak, timber companies are destroying the 
rain forests and polluting the rivers on which the indigenous peoples depend 
for their food and livelihood. In addition, little or no compensation has 
been paid to the affected longhouse communities for the use of their lands. 
The Rejang River Electricity Generation Corporation dam project threatens to 
further alienate the people from their land. 


In the face of many almost insurmountable challenges to their traditions and 
way of life the indigenous peoples of Malaysia must also contend with laws 
which inhibit them from taking any actions to protect their land and 
identity. One of the worst of these laws is the Forest (Amendment) Bill, 
section 90B of which empowers Forest department officials to arrest any 
persons they deem to be obstructing any logging activity. 


On the basis of this and many other cases we appeal to the working group to 
give increasing attention to the issues of the land rights of indigenous 
people in Asia and particularly in Malaysia. 
eo 

Second are issues involving the indigenous people of Aotearoa [New Zealand]. 
1990 is an important year in the struggles of the Maori people. It marks the 
150th anniversary of the signing of tthe Treaty of Waitangi [between 
representatives of the British government and the Maori leaders]. 


Yet ... the Maori people still wait for justice and for promises to be 
fulfilled. They still wait for the rights and protection guaranteed them in 
that treaty. In the meantime, they must continue their struggle against the 
destructive actions of mining companies and the insensitive policies of the 
government. 


-..- We do not have time to go into the details of the major land claims in 
Aotearoa. These have already been ably presented to the Working Group by 
Maori representatives. We stand in wholehearted support of them and urge that 
this year be the start of redress for these suffering people and that the New 
Zealand government act in good faith to honour the Treaty of Waitangi - not 
with ceremonies but with actions. 


--. [In connection with the confrontation between Mohawks and federal and 
provincial forces in Camada (EPS 90.09.10),] there are vital underlying 
issues ... which must not be overshadowed by other events. We believe there 
Must never be development of unsurrendered land belonging to indigenous people 
until either aboringal land rights are settled, or until terms governing that 
development are negotiated satisfactorily with the aboriginal people 
concerned. ... 


We feel that recognizing and allowing indigenous people to define their own 
Teality is an important empowering act, and a concrete demonstration of our 
Solidarity with them .... We believe that not only must we listen carefully to 
[their] stories and testimonies, but we must allow indigenous peoples to 
define their reality, not in the intellectual, diplomatic parlance of this 
august institution, but in the words which in fact best describe the 


conditions suffered by their people daily. ... [EPS] 


| 
: 
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EPS 90.10.43 
ECUVIEW: Theologies, Cultures, and Contexts in Asia (Park Sang Jung) 


[Park is the former general secretary of the Christian Conference of Asia. 
This is excerpted from his report to the CCA assembly last June in Manila.] 


-+- In a pluralistic Asian context, particularly in our dialogical | 
relationship with the people of other faiths, we are confronted with diverse 
perceptions and experiences of those who encounter Jesus quite differently 
from the way we are taught to understand Him. Jesus asked his disciples, — 
"Who do men say I am?' 


Asian people encounter Jesus Christ in a variety of ways and they acknowledge | 
him in their faith as well as in their unbelief. It. is, then, os 
responsibility to hear their voices, rather than imposing our particular | 
formulation of creed which we often do not understand in its fullest meaning; 
only then are we open to a possibility to understand and experience the | 
fullness of Christ. 


Kim Chi Ila's 'Golden Crowned Jesus' is an important reminder for the Asian | 
Church. Jesus imprisoned in a concrete casket with a crown on his head is 
the image of Christ which the Church presents to our people. He is honoured 
and guarded in an impenetrable shield of the canon laws and theologically 
impeccable dogmas. Yet, he is imprisoned by the doctrines and order of the 
church so that the only person who can liberate Jesus is a beggar who is 
marginalised and excluded from the redemptive grace which is confined in the 
institutionalised structure of the church. 


The option for the poor liberates Jesus, and Minjung find him without his 
crown in the midst of their struggle for justice. When the suffering Asian 
people encounter the bruised, wounded and crucified Christ as a companion in 
their bleeding agony and desperate Struggle for justice, they experience the 
profound mystery of God Immanuel through Christ. The important christological 
question the people (Minjung) raise is not so much who Christ is, rather 
‘Where is Jesus?' 


The people's struggle for justice demands an alternative political system. 
Hence, the people's movement is a movement of political subversion. The 
prophetic tradition of the Old Testament is a proclamation of God's intent to 
subvert the rebellious religio-political structures of the day in order to 
restore God's sovereignty and to re-establish a just human community. The 
incarnation is an ultimate act of God to subvert all the forces of evil and 
death and to invite all creation to share in the promise for a new heaven and 
a new earth. 


As the people struggle and even die for the ‘'new society’ or 'new human 
community', the Asian church is challenged to reinterpret its understanding of 
Kingdom values which informs the Christian vision for the political future of 
Asian society. The task of the church, therefore, is to be not only in 
dialogue with the people, but to become part of the process and struggle of 
the people's movement and to share our vision of the Kingdom with the people. 


"It is a Kingdom, where, among other things, "there shall be no longer tears 
in their eyes", where "swords are turned into ploughshares", where under the 
reign of God's love and justice none shall suffer, shall be trampled upon and 
suffer the oppression of being ruled by another, where no one shall be hungry 
or be deprived by the greed of the few. We believe in God and we believe in 
this vision.' ...[EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.10.88 is the 88th item 


appearing in October 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 
Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 
French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines (all at 8h00 GMT): 
November: Monday, 5; Wednesday, 14; Monday, 26. 
December: Wednesday, 5; Wednesday, 19. 

January: Wednesday, 9; Tuesday, 15. 


The latest issue (#116, September) of the WCC publication Contact features a 
community-based health-care programme in Kenya. Copies are available from 
WCC/CMC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


In EPS 90.10.43, the name at the beginning of the third paragraph should be 
Kim Chi Ha. es 


Stories on the Way, a new film about work of the Mennonite Central 
Committee, is available from MCC, Akron PA 17501-0500, USA. 


The July/October double issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review focuses 
on issues related to three of the four sub-themes of the WCC Seventh 
Assembly next February. Copies are available from WCC Publications, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. . 


In EPS 90.10.03, note that the Conference of European Churches is another 


ecumenical organisation involved in preparations for the Ecumenical News | 


Service. 


REKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKEKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKK 


EPS coverage of the WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February: 
EPS is to be posted two or three times weekly in February. 


To arrange coverage by fax, e-mail, or telex, or for coverage focusing on a 
particular region, church tradition, or subject, inform EPS before Christmas. 


For those planning to cover the assembly in person, information is available 
from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Background resources in connection with the assembly include a special issue 
(August/September) of the WCC magazine One World, reviewing major WCC events 
and trends in the period since the Sixth Assembly in 1983, and a new book, 
Introducing the World Council of Churches. Both are available from WCC 
Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. The magazine costs for 1-10 copies, 


each 5 Swiss francs, 3.95 US dollars, or 1.95 UK pounds. The book costs 15 


Swiss francs, 9.95 US dollars, or 5.95 UK pounds... 
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BOLIVIA: EVANGELICAL DRIVE TO END RC ROLE AS OFFICIAL RELIGION (Dave Miller) 


[This item is based on material from Lima—based Latinamerica Press. ] 


Leaders of ANDEB, the evangelical association of Bolivia, are spearheading a 
campaign for a constitutional amendment to end official recognition of the 
Roman Catholic Church and guarantee the free exercise of religion. 


Citing Vatican II documents, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and 
the ideals of Latin American patriots such as Simon Bolivar, the amendment 
proposes changing Article 3 of the Bolivian Constitution. 


The article now reads: 'The State recognizes and sustains the Apostolic and 
Roman Catholic religion. It guarantees the public exercise of all other 
worship. Relations with the Catholic Church will be governed by concords and 
agreements with the Bolivian State and the Holy See.' 


The proposed amended article reads: 'The state guarantees and protects the 
public exercise of all religious worship, providing it does not act contrary 
to the laws of the Republic.' 


The issue of church-state separation was raised publicly in January during 
Bolivia's first presidential prayer breakfast. Pedro Moreno,’ general 
secretary of the national Social Emergency Fund, and an active Pentecostal, 
delivered the keynote address calling for state neutrality in religious 
matters. 


Says Moreno: 'We do not propose that the state be atheistic. The secular 
state permits all religious activity without distinction, while the atheistic 
state prohibits evangelism and religious activity. We know that any attack 
against religious liberty, such as state interference in matters of the 
church, can lead to sorrowful experiences.' 


President Jaime Paz Zamora and over 200 government officials were present for 
Moreno's remarks, but press reports focused on what the president said, and on 
Roman Catholic criticism of him for breakfasting and praying with evangelicals. 


But subsequent Bolivian press coverage has fuelled the debate over religious 
tolerance. Citing the existence of '179 non-Catholic confessions', a front- 
page article in ome paper decried the proliferation of these ‘transnational 
corporations' and called for a serious investigation of sects 'foreign to the 
cultural tradition of this country’. 


In response, Felipe Kittelson, ANDEB executive secretary, says labelling 
religious bodies with pejorative terms like 'sects' leads to 'the consequent 
dehumanization of these citizens, who are just as Bolivian and worthy of 
respect as any others’. 


While Roman Catholic officials resist church-state separation, Bolivian 
politicians are showing signs of sensitivity to evangelical voters, especially 
after the major impact evangelicals had in presidential elections earlier this 
year in Peru. 


If evangelical activists succeed with the constitutional change, Bolivia would 
join a small handful of other Latin American countries - Guatemala, Mexico, 
Uruguay - that have separated church and state. The population of Bolivia is 
about 7 million, about 90 percent Roman Catholic. [EPS] 
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BRAZIL: RC LEADERS ALARMED BY PENTECOSTAL GROWTH (Vittorio Bacchetta) 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima—based Latinamerica Press. ] 


Alarmed by the recent growth of Pentecostalism, the Roman Cathoilic bishops of 
Brazil are stepping up their campaign to curtail this phenomenon. 


Membership in such groups is currently estimated at between 12 and 16 
million. According to the National Council of Christian Churches, by the end 
of the century that figure will rise to 30 million. The population of Brazil 
is now about 150 million. 


The largest of the new denominations is the Assemblies of God, with close to 8 
million members, followed by the Christian Congregation, 2 million, the Brazil 
Church for Christ, 1 million, God is Love, 500 000, and the Four Square 
Church, 250 000. 


The newest is the Church of the Universal Reign of God, founded by public 
official Edir Macedo Bezerra. The denomination has 500 000 members in 850 
congregations throughout the country. Macedo recently bought a Sao Paulo 
media network to help spread his message. The network, including a tv and two 
radio stations, was sold to Macedo for an estimated 45 million dollars. 


The growth of these forms of Christianity has provoked alarm among leaders of 
Roman Catholicism, whose formal membership includes about 90 percent of the 
population. Felix Neefjes, adviser to the CNBB Commission on Ecumenism and 
Religious Dialogue, suggested that the new groups not even be recognized as 
churches, on grounds that they lack stability and tradition. 


According to theologian Estevao Bittencourt, many of those who belong to these 
groups are ‘badly formed Catholics'. He suggests intensifying evangelization 
through mass media, such as the Vatican-promoted Lumen 2000 project. Also, he 
says, the involvement of some 'progressive' Roman Catholic priests and bishops 
in what are said to be political and social issues has led Roman Catholics to 
other Christian traditions in search of the spiritual support they need. 


But Bishop Mauro Morelli (Duque de Caixas diocese) disagrees. He says that 
even before the church became more oriented towards liberation, participation 
was down. "Ecclesiastical policy is responsible for the lack of Brazilian 
pastors to take care of evangelization’, he says. 'The big problem is that we 
do not take our baptism seriously', he adds. 


The new pastoral effort of the Brazilian Catholic church also deals with 
another concern - the relationship between local Roman Catholicism and African 
religious traditions. Last May, Pope John Paul II_ strongly criticized 
Macumba, Candomblé, and Umbanda, African-originated religious traditions that 
permeate Brazilian society. After labelling the traditions ‘deviations from 
popular piety and badly understood ecumenism', the pope lamented the tendency 
to overvalue expressions of popular religiosity. 


Such papal opinions have prompted negative reactions from some parts of the 
church in Brazil. Some say they contradict a 1988 CNBB campaign centred on 
the struggles of black people, and on dialogue with Afro-Brazilian religions. 
‘These words show that the pope is racist and discriminatory of the black 
population. This is a step backward in our struggle', says Vera Triumpho, a 
pastoral worker and member of a local black parish. "The pope's position 
means the crushing of African cultures’, she adds. [EPS] 
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YUGOSLAVIA: SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH LEADERS APPEAL ON CROATIA 


Bishops and other leaders of the Serbian [Eastern] Orthodox Church in Croatia, 
one of the six republics of Yugoslavia, have issued a statement of concern 
about the future of Eastern Orthodoxy and the general well-being of Eastern 
Orthodox in Croatia, where, they say, they live and work under grave and 
nearly military conditions, and are exposed to political and other pressures. 


At their meeting last month (13 September) in Pakrac, the Eastern Orthodox 
leaders said they seek spiritual and cultural autonomy for their community as 
part of its struggle for survival in the face of frequent threats, insults, 
dismissals from employment, arson, rape, murder, and intimidation. 


The statement charges that the Roman Catholic Church in Croatia, the main form 
of Christianity there, supports the ruling party's hostile attitude towards 
Eastern Orthodoxy. 


Because of this, the text says, the Orthodox leaders are calling on the 
government to respect the inalienable rights of the Serbian people for 
ecclesial and national identity, and spiritual and cultural self-consciousness. 


It appeals to the Roman Catholic Church to contribute to the establishment of 
peace and love among ‘the faithful of our churches and our nations' and calls 
on Serbian Orthodox not to seek revenge for the wrongs they have suffered. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.10.47 
KENYA: ANGLICAN-GOVERNMENT RELATIONS DETERIORATE 


Relations between the Kenyan government and the [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Kenya are showing signs of further deterioration, with the 
government accusing Anglican church leaders of assuming the role of an 
opposition party. (Kanu is the only legal political party in Kenya.) 


For their part, the church leaders say part of their role is to speak against 
social evils in Kenyan society. 


Speaking in Kitale last month (26 September), Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi 
accused Anglican leaders of collaborating with Kenyan dissidents to destablize 
the government. 


He described multi-party advocates - which include some Kenyan Anglican 
leaders - as foreign stooges - anti-party, anti-people, and anti-progress. 


Addressing a university meeting in Nakuru, (28 September) he said Anglican 
clergy had incited students to use force against the government, a reference 
to disturbances at the University of Nairobi after addresses by Anglican 
Bishops David Gitari (Kirinyanga diocese) and George Njuguna (Mt Kenya South 
diocese) late last month. 


Speaking on behalf of the Provincial Synod and the House of Bishops after 
their meetings the same day the president spoke at Nakuru, Archbishop Manasses 
Kuria denied the allegations. He expressed grave concern and considerable 
dismay at the presidential allegations. [EPS] 
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12 BIBLE DISTRIBUTORS, TRANSLATORS MEET AND AGREE TO COOPERATE 


Meeting jointly for the first time this month (at Horsleys Green, England), 
representatives of 12 Bible distributors and translation agencies urged more 
attention to Bible work. They called for efforts by their organisations to 
avoid ‘duplication and unproductive competition’. Also agreed were joint 
pilot projects to reach non-literate peoples in Ethiopia and Philippines. 


In a joint statement, participants exressed the concern that many Christian 
mission agencies carry out their work without including Bible distribution as 
an integral part of it, ‘thereby neglecting to provide their personnel with 
the tool most crucial to their ministry.' 


Agencies represented at the conference were United Bible Societies, Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, Open Doors, Living Bibles International, Scripture Union, 
Bible League, International Bible Society, Bibles for the World, Institute for 
Bible Translation, Lutheran Bible Translators, Evangel Bible Translators, and 
Pioneer Bible Translators. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.49 
ECUMENICAL TEAM VISITS PERU TO DISCUSS HUMAN-RIGHTS ISSUES 


A nine-person ecumenical team visited Peru this month at the invitation of the 
National Coordinating Committee for Human Rights, to discuss the human-rights 
situation with the government of President Alberto Fujimori. 


Aim of the delegation, sponsored by the Geneva—based World Council of 
Churches, is to promote international solidarity for the improvement of human 
rights. 


The human-rights situation in Peru has attracted international attention. 
since Shining Path, a guerrilla movement fighting the government, initiated 
its armed struggle in 1980. Since then, 18 000 Peruvians are said to have 
been killed in that struggle. 


Last year, politically-motivated violence increased dramatically, with 3000 
victims, a 60 percent increase over the previous year. 


In addition, an estimated 400 persons have disappered without explanation, and 
extrajudicial executions, torture, arbitrary arrests, and massacres of rural 
villagers are reportedly common tactics of both government and Shining Path 
forces. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.50 

PANAMA: CHURCH CONCERN ABOUT 'DIABOLICAL' SCHOOL GAMES 

Church representatives in Panama have expressed concern about. '‘diabolical' 
games in some secondary schools. The games are said to have been made popular 
by satanic sects. One such game, Juanito, is said to be based on occult 
practices. It involves two participants, each with three pens which they move 
with hand reflexes within a drawing of a rectangular figure.: One of the 
players asks a question, and the movement of the lines of. the drawing 
indicates a positive or negative answer. However, those who disagree with the 
assessment of the game as satanic say it is simply part of a promotional 
campaign by the makers of some pens. [EPS] 
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SOVIET UNION SAID TO IMPOUND BIBLES BOUND FOR UNREGISTERED CHURCH GROUPS 

The Australian evangelical agency Mission USSR (in Caringbah, New South Wales) 
reports that Soviet officials are refusing to hand over 135 000 New Testaments 
shipped for house churches which have declined to register with the State, as 
Soviet law requires. The evangelical group had planned to send 600 000 of the 
New Testmaments altogether. Last month, the Supreme Soviet (the Soviet 
parliament) approved legislation ending a decades-old policy of atheist 
education and state restrictions on religious institutions. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.52 

ROMANIA: LUTHERANS NO LONGER ABLE TO PAY PASTORS 

Some ethnic-German Lutheran congregations in Romania are so reduced in size 
because of emigration to Germany that they can no longer afford to pay a 
pastor. As a result, says their bishop, Christoph Klein, changes are needed, 
including the training of 'lectors' to assist pastors. He Says the church 
needs adequate resources for social activities such as caring for the sick and 
elderly, and for teaching German to the few remaining children. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.53 

GUATEMALA: LATIN AMERICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL SUPPORTS DIALOGUE FOR PEACE 
General Secretary Felipe Adolf of the Latin American Council of Churches 
(CLAI) told participants in conversations last month involving representatives 
of religious groups and the National Revolutionary Union of Guatemala (URNG) 
that the church has a major role to play in efforts to end 30 years of 
Struggle between government forces and rebel groups in the Central American 
country. He expressed hope that those leading various parts of Guatemalan 
society would respond to the longing of the people to live in a real and just 
democracy in dignity and freedom. He asked the different religious groups and 
the URNG to hasten the day when all Guatemalans would be reconciled as a 
family in a lasting, warm relationship of justice, mutual respect, and 
solidarity. [EPS] ; 


EPS 90.10.54 

JAPAN: LUTHERANS OPPOSE ENTHRONEMENT OF 'DIVINE' EMPEROR 

The Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church has expressed ‘gravest reservations' 
about the enthronement next month (12 November), of the new Japanese emperor. 
The JELC protest describes the traditional ceremonies as unacceptable because 
they signify 'the absolutist reign of the emperor over the people', similar to 
the ‘divine right' the emperor enjoyed before World War II, when he was 
officially recognized as the ‘living God'. The church statement urges a new 
ceremony which will 'strictly adhere to the dominant principles of the present 
constitution concerning the sovereignty of the people and the symbolic role of 
the emperor'. Christians make up about one percent of the Japanese population 
of about 125 million. [EPS] 


EPS 90.10.55 

BRITAIN: RC LEAFLET SEES GOD AT WORK IN OTHER FAITHS 

The Committee for Other Faiths of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in 
England and Wales has published a leaflet affirming 'the presence of God, in 
various ways and different degrees, within the world religions'. It also 
notes the Christian duty to proclaim Christ who is 'the way, the truth and the 
life'. The leaflet stresses that 'the true trinitarian God' is the most 
perfectly revealed in the incarnation of Christ. It is in Christ that 'men 
and women find the fullness of their religious life'. It argues that since 
there is a lack of this fullness in other religions, Roman Catholics are to 
witness to their faith, while maintaining 'deep respect and reverence' for the 
other religions. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Ecumenical Tensions in Asia (Park Sang Jung) . 


[Park is the former general secretary of the Christian Conference of Asia. 
This is excerpted from his report to the CCA assembly last June in Manila.] 


... Much corridor discussion has taken place in the past two years regarding 
the expulsion of CCA from Singapore [EPS 88.01.01]. It was a very regretful 
experience of utter indignity for an organization such as CCA to be expelled 
in such a manner from Singapore. It was also a difficult time for the staff 
and their families. 


By and large, the whole ecumenical movement stood with us and expressed its 
solidarity with the integrity of CCA. However, it must be also said that 
there were those who did not quite understand the implications of the 
expulsion of CCA from Singapore for the whole of the ecumenical movement. 
Some of them may have thought that CCA is represented by some personalities of 
the staff. The staff are important for the ongoing work of CCA but 
essentially CCA is a body which represents the will of the churches and 
councils in Asia to stand together to witness Christ in Asia. 


I am quite clear in my mind that most of our colleagues in all the Asian 
countries would have thought that the Singapore incident was a blatant 
challenge of the Singapore government against the entire churches and councils 
in the ecumenical fellowship. A number of member churches and councils made 
representations to the embassies of the Singapore government. The conclusion 
drawn from these efforts so far is that it is not possible to carry out 
reasonable dialogue with them. 


Singapore churches and councils have decided to withdraw from CCA. We have 
made appeals to them for a dialogue before CCA acts on the decisions made by 
these constituent bodies. We are still waiting. CCA has been upholding the 
concern for human rights and we recognise that the situation of human rights 
has not significantly improved in many Asian countries. The recently 
published White Paper by the Singapore Government on Religious Harmony also 
raised some concerns for knowledgeable people in Asia. 


After the Seoul [CCA] assembly in 1985, we suffered the unfortunate experience 
of the action taken by the Indonesian churches to abstain from participation 
in the decision-making process of CCA, while continuing in its programmes. 
To put it mildly, this is rather a curious decision, but the Indonesians stood 
by it. 


This situation necessitated carefully planned dialogue between the officers of 
CCA and the leadership of PGI (Communion of Churches in Indonesia). The PGI 
central committee, after a series of discussions with CCA and at its meeting 
in April 1988, formally decided to fully participate in the life of CCA. We 
feel fortunate that this sort of dialogue was possible and that a positive 
decision was made by PGI. 


However, it must be also said ... that the whole constituency of CCA ought to 
be reminded that even the temporary suspension of the formal relationship with 
CCA meant a break in the relationship with the rest of the churches’ and 
councils in the whole of Asia. Such a grave decision should never be 
contemplated until we have exhausted all avenues of negotiation and dialogue. 


In the final analysis, in the ecumenical movement no one should even entertain 
the idea of exercising veto in the ecumenical relationship. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Church and Market Forces (Norman Hart) 


[Hart edits Reform, monthly of the United Reformed Church in the United 
Kingdom, in which this appeared. This version has been Slightly edited and 
abridged. ] 


If the URC were handed over to market forces, following the trend in schools, 
hospitals, doctors' surgeries, public transport, and the like, we should 
presumably appoint a fresh-faced chief executive to rationalise us. A quick 
survey of the URC yearbook (thereafter to be known as the balance sheet) would 
reveal grossly undervalued tangible assets all over the country in the shape 
of chapels and even some quite large churches (many of which could be 
remodelled into attractive period residences). 


Realisation of these assets would release funds to be concentrated in the 
larger branches (previously known as churches), to which it would make 
economic sense to 'bus' former chapel-goers from the villages on Sundays. 
There would, of course, be some wastage among the congregations thus realigned 
to larger church centres but that's the inevitable price of progress. And 
every branch would be able to have its own minister. 


Many of us work with market forces all the week (or cease to work because of 
them), but we still prefer to keep Sunday special. We deem it worth a great 
deal of inconvenience and expense to maintain a countrywide church of small 
congregations and to put off as long as possible the closure of the very 
smallest. 


We argue that every chapel door that opens at least once on a Sunday is a 
continuing invitation to seek Christ there; and that our understanding of the 
church has always been that decisions were made at the grassroots and not by 
fresh-faced executives. 


We pay for our theology and our idealism not just in financial terms, spending 
money on bricks and legal fees which might have been more clearly used in 
mission, but also by an extravagant use of human resources. Management 
skills, scholarships, gifts of preaching, counselling and caring are either 
taxed to the utmost or under-used because the local congregation is of great 
importance to us and its size isn't. 


I'm not arguing for market forces. JI probably do as much as any reader to 
foster inefficiency and shore up the indefensible in our church life. But we 
need to realize why we therefore go on asking questions which human 
institutions wouldn't spend a day on. 


A lot of our questions are about ministry. And we also face questions about 
membership, not least because our deployment of our paid ministers and the way 
they are paid are both closely tied to membership figures. 


The URC Eastern Province region has prepared a paper for the executive 
committee on church membership, as part of a general reappraisal of the shape 
of the URC. Summarised, the paper points out that today's mobile society 
means that few of us live where our parents lived, so that at some Stage in 
life we have to choose a church rather than simply seek membership of the one 
we grew up in. [over] 


urc/2 


This results in happy mixes of Anglicans, Open Brethren, maybe even Wee Frees 
in many sizeable URCs (all muttering that they don't know the hymns) - people 
who will have many different ideas about what membership means. 


Some may even have begun their church-going in a local ecumenical project, 
bypassing four centuries of discussion on who is a member of the flock and who 
Jon "ik. 


Is URC membership a testimony to their Christian faith, a commitment to a 
Sunday congregation at worship, a paid-up subscription to the Maintenance of 
the Ministry Fund or an extra head which entitles a church to call a minister? 


For ‘the time has come', says the report, 'to acknowledge that for many deeply 
committed people in our churches, the part of membership which turns them on 
least is attending meetings, debating, and voting’. 


The Eastern Province suggestion (after a far more adequate discussion than I 
have represented here) is the possibility of distinguishing between members 
and ‘governing members' (they are not happy with the title), with either 
status -— and neither is superior -— chosen at the wish of the individual. 


The first would receive the right hand of fellowship, as now, in the presence 
of the whole congregation at worship; the second would receive a_ second 
handshake during the worship of the church meeting in which they have 
undertaken to play a part. 


Membership counts would no longer be the basis for Ministry and Mission 
assessments or viability for ordained ministry, suggests the working party. 
Financial contributions would be assessed on the number attending worship 
(counted from time to time) and possibly the church's income; the right to 
call a minister would involve adding the number of members to the number of 
children and young people ‘regularly involved in the life of the church'. 


Every solution we seek to our questions about membership has to keep in view 
those dozens of tiny churches which are the despair of managers. An idea 
which sounds practicable for a church of 150 members may look quite different 
to 15 members, worse to five. And five is not a joke. 


Checking a local church report sent to Reform recently about a retirement 
presentation, we looked in the yearbook and found the church had a membership 
of one. 


Ringing because we suspected a misprint, we were assured on the telephone that 
it had a healthy number at worship on Sundays. In a new assessment of 
membership, the healthy number might well appear in the yearbook. 


Meanwhile it is hard to think of one member, even a governing member, as a 
church. Our discussion of what is a member may also have to ask anew, what is 
a local church? 


I believe that 'Faith in the Countryside', the English Anglican inquiry into 
Britain's rural needs points up the need for a united Christian witness in 
villages where there are now two or three tiny congregations of different 
brands. 


Tackling that would raise a crop of new questions about membership. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Fundamentalism and Pentecostalism in Indian Christianity 


[This is abridged and adapted from the South India Churchman, monthly of the 
[United] Church of South India.] 


What attracts CSI members to fundamentalism and Pentecostalism? How do we 
minister to parishioners for whom demons, evil spirits, spells and sorcery are 
very real experiences? If a healing ministry is a gift of the Holy Spirit, 
why are we so suspicious of some of the healers? 


The continuing disregard for denominational niceties, which contributed to the 
formation of CSI in the first place (in 1947), partly explains the ease with 
which CSI members move back and forth between their CSI ‘home church' and 
Pentecostal congregations and prayer groups. 


More significant, though, is the claim of such church members that the 
charismatic groups minister to their needs in ways that their CSI church seems 
to fail to do, through warm and caring fellowship, ‘biblical preaching' of a 
type not encouraged in CSI pulpits, and portentous manifestations of the power 
of the Holy Spirit, particularly through glossolalia and healing. 


Further, as is true with fundamentalism in faiths the world over, simplistic 
answers and a strong sense of certainty appeal to people frustrated and 
worried by the ethical, economic, political, and social ambiguities of daily 
life. This is true of affluent and poor alike. 


That these types of ministries seem all too easily to lend themselves to 
quackery and commercialization does not alter the fact that an experience of 
acceptance and healing is sought and found in such groups. The fact is 
admitted by pastors and laypeople concerned about a holistic gospel faith, and 
whose concern leads them to question the sometimes unbalanced, limited, and 
divisive tendencies of this popular religiosity. 


They see it leading to exclusive claims about a particular spirituality. For 
example, if you cannot speak in tongues, or pray with tears, or shake and 
chant in a certain way, you may be accused of resisting the Spirit. This can 
lead to not-so-subtle manipulation or spiritual blackmail. 


How should CSI minister to people caught up in these enthusiasms? Crude 
condemnation will not do. We need to understand the phenomena and the 
spiritual needs that they are meant to satisfy. Sympathetic understanding can 
lead to more effective teaching and counselling. Pastoral ministry must 
include much more teaching and less rhetorical exhortation from the pulpit. 


We have a strong propensity towards hero worship, personality cults, and 
reverence for gurus and spiritual leaders. It shows itself in the propensity 
to attach oneself to a charismatic preacher, healer, or 'prayer warrior' who 
claims to have, or is attributed with, special access to the grace and power 
of God. 


This dependence on a mediator between God and ordinary humans can lead to the 
ambivalent attitude toward presbyters. On the one hand, great deference is 
shown toward that man or woman of God who by ordination is set aside for a 
priestly, mediatorial, even pontifical role. On the other hand, that same 
presbyter is often derided as being all too human in financial affairs and 
church politics. Consequently, aside from his or her sacerdotal role, the 
presbyter enjoys very little credibility. [over] 
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On yet another level of popular spirituality, there is a felt need for 
spiritual helpers and agents of power to cope with evil spirits, demon 
possession, sorcery, and all sorts of mischief and malignancy experienced in 
daily life. Consequently, there is a kind of Pentecostalist undercurrent in 
our churches, as members gather in house prayer groups to minister to each 
other and to be helped by the latest person discovered to have a gift for 
"preaching with power' or ‘healing by the Holy Spirit’. 


This is an area of spirituality seldom touched upon in any formal pastoral 
training in our seminaries. If a pastor is called upon to exorcise an evil 
spirit or to pray for healing or for success in an examination, he or she must 
draw upon a reserve of popular knowledge and practices preserved, promulgated 
and perhaps sometimes invented by the laity. That these practices are 
commonly understood to be 'biblical' and are at the same time hardly 
distinguishable from popular Hindu practices, raises several questions: 


(1) How are we to relate the Judeo-Christian demand for personal 
responsibility to the popular presumption that many, if not most, of our 
troubles are not of our own making but are visited upon us by outside agents, 
such as human mischief makers or demons? 


(2) How are we to minister to people who live in fear of evil spirits when 
many of us have been taught consciously or unconsciously to dismiss such fears 
as superstitions or problems to be dealt with by psychiatry? 


(3) What are we to make of the conclusion that actual religious experiences 
as well as perceptions are shaped by the culture in which we live? Why do 
Some people experience demons, sorcery, etc., while others simply do not find 
them to be a part of their world? 


In addition, there may be a theological dichotomy within CSI between a 
fundamentalist majority and a social-gospel (and often elite) minority. This 
theological dichotomy is real in the division of ministry between the official 
ecclesiastical agents (bishops, presbyters, deacons) and the unofficial and 
sometimes ignored or derided ministry of lay helpers and house prayer groups. 
It is a difference or dichotomy between the programmes of the synod and the 
dioceses and the agendas of the people. 


That lay people are ministering to each other, may be seen as a good thing. 
Claiming the priesthood of all believers, we supposedly recognize the various 
talents and spiritual gifts to be used to strengthen and help each other. A 
warm, accepting and concerned group praying for its members and neighbours and 
acting practically to help, is a good expression of Christian love. 


We should consciously perpetuate that tradition as a way of combating 
sacerdotal pretension among the clergy and also as a way of combating the 
spiritual pretensions of lay charismatics. We should beware of anyone who 
claims to have special access to God through prayer, or a special fund of 
merit (sometimes dispensed only to those who can pay the money). 


Further, that ‘popular spirituality’ can sometimes be irresponsible and self- 
centred is a serious matter. Looking for outside agents and avoiding the 
question, ‘Lord, is it I?' is a tempting way to avoid the challenge of God to 
change onself and the circumstances surrounding one. Still; "1 f" the" socrae 
gospel' which seems to be the party line of the CSI hierarchy is being 
rejected in favour of a fundamentalist personal piety, we must ask whether 
there has been too much rhetoric, too much hypocrisy, and too little real 
application of a prophetic, transforming gospel in CSI. [EPS] sa 
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ECUVIEW: The Church and Democracy in Central America (Dennis A. Smith) 


[Smith is editor of Focus, publication of the Latin American Evangelical 
Center for Pastoral Studies (CELEP), which distributed this text. ] 


True democracy is born of the real participation of the majority in the 
decision-making process and in the exercise of power. 


For the last 500 years in Central America, the elites, especially large 
landowners involved in agricultural exports and the military, have controlled 
the exercise of power. 


The churches have been accomplices to this control — the Roman Catholic church 
through its historic alliance with Conservative parties and the Evangelical 
churches through their historic alliance with Liberal parties. 


In recent decades in Guatemala, for example, one of the mechanisms of social 
control employed by the agricultural exporters, in tandem with the military 
and their political representatives, has been the creation of a culture of 
terror and violence. 


This culture seeks to destroy democracy at its roots, sewing distrust and 
suspicion in the populace in general, with Mayan peasants as_ special 
targets. This culture blocks the community interchange necessary for the 
development and articulation of alternative political criteria. 


This culture of terror and violence embraces various elements: 


(1) The stimulation of the consumer society, with its individualism and 
merciless competition. 


(2) The stimulation of sectarianism in both Roman Catholic and Evangelical 
churches. 


(3) The stimulation of the cult of militarism and armamentism, thus 
developing in the populace a passive attitude towards the generalized presence 
in society of 'the law of the jungle' and an acceptance of violence as the 
only viable method for resolving social problems. 


(4) The widespread distribution on television and in theatres of films based 
on gratuitous violence, pornography, and terror. 


(5) The cult of the abuse of alcohol and other drugs. This cult upholds 
drunkenness not only as an acceptable way to escape life's problems, but also 
aS a necessary test of masculine virility. The abuse of alcohol and other 
drugs generates a great deal of domestic and social violence. 


(6) Most of all, the culture of terror and violence presupposes the 
disposition on the part of the military and political authorities to employ 
State terrorism to eradicate any outbreak of popular democracy, such as 
peasant organizations, labour unions, student and teacher organizations, 
religious groups and the professional efforts of journalists and lawyers. 
[over] 
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In many cases, our churches have fallen into the trap of supporting those who 
promote the culture of terror and violence. The presence of so much division 
and sectarianism in the churches has largely neutralized them as possible 
alternative power centres. 


Catholics are divided between liberationists, traditionalists, and 
charismatics. Protestants are divided between evangelicals, pentecostals and 
neo-pentecostals. 


Furthermore, many sectors of the church have incorporated into their doctrine 
several items borrowed from the idelogy of those in power, such as anti- 
communism, worship of the consumer society, the defence of free enterprise, 
and of the sanctity of private property. 


A true democracy presupposes that the majority has access to effective 
communication mechanisms, thus making possible a serious, dynamic and constant 
interchange which impacts the exercise of power. 


Such communication mechanisms presuppose that the majority have access to the 
information they need to orient their decisions. Information is the material 
we use in the construction of democratic decisions. 


This communication also presupposes the existence of a certain level of trust 
and mutual respect among citizens of a democracy. People must be able to 
express their opinions without fear of reprisals. 


In a culture of terror and violence, these minimum conditions for the 
consolidation of a democracy do not exist. 


There may be elections, even 'clean' elections, but the elites continue to 
hold power. There may be newspapers, as well as radio and television 
Stations, but instead of distributing the information the populace needs to 
orient their efforts towards democracy, they promote the ideology of the 
elites. 


Where violence and terror reign, true democracy cannot exist. Our challenge, 
then, is how to build democracy in a culture of terror and violence. 


In Guatemala, some of us who call ourselves Christians have come to the 
conclusion that democracy is born of ecumenism. If we are not able to build 
relationships of democracy and solidarity among Christians, what alternatives 
do we have to offer to society at large? 


In the last two years we have created ecclesiastical spaces in which the 
populace has access to the information they need to formulate criteria for the 
articulation of their grassroots democratic projects. 


At the same time, we have insisted that, as Christians, we must hold up to the 
public the ethical and humanitarian implications of the national situation. 
In addition, we insist that the articulation of these considerations, far from 
being a subversive activity, contributes to the building of a true democracy. 


After having kept silent during so many years of repression and misery, we 
Christians could never claim to be the only ones capable of fulfilling this 
prophetic role in society. We assume our evangelical task of providing 
ethical and humanitarian guidance to society with great humility. But we can 
no longer be silent. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Church Unity in the United Germany 


[This item is excerpted and adapted from the EKD Bulletin, published by the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). It groups 17 Evangelical Landeskirchen 
(Lutheran, United, and Reformed provincial churches) in what was West 
Germany. References to the Bund are to the comparable body in what was East 
Germany. It groups eight Landeskirchen. The two bodies are scheduled to 
reunite in the course of 1991.] 


--. It would be absurd if the present EKD and the present Bund refused to 
enter into a new fellowship with some form of joint church organization whilst 
a joint German state uniting East and West Germany was being created. 


Although the two spheres have to be strictly kept apart, they are related in a 
specific way. A number of legal questions are raised by the unification of 
the two church organizations, which at present are independent of each other 
in constitutional terms; these questions, however, are rather procedural than 
substantial. 


The real problems with respect to a reunification of the two churches, which 
up till 1969 were united in the EKD anyway, lie in the area of the different 
political and social structures within which the EKD and the Bund have been 
operating since 1969. Their differing experiences with these structures and 
the real or supposed realities of church life that have been created or arisen 
on both sides have to be carefully considered and discussed openly. 


The different ways church life has been organized in the two states have been 
aptly described by the terms 'Volkskirche' (national church) for West Germany 
and ‘voluntary church' for East Germany. Whether these characterisations are 
really sufficient and realistic will have to be considered more carefully. 


The churches in what was West Germany certainly lived under circumstances 
which guaranteed them a high degree of independence and many opportunities for 
active participation in nearly all areas of public life. Their opinions were 
gladly taken into consideration by decision-makers, provided they are based on 
expert knowledge. 


This was even true right up to the level of state legislation where basic 
ideas about human life and social safeguards for the community are concerned. 


The EKD's contribution to the important political debates on safeguarding 
peace, the areas of conflict over the ‘German question', and reconciliation 
between nations should not go unmentioned here. After the Second World War, 
the EKD, in lieu of others, took upon itself the work of reflection and 
organization in these areas, thus helping to create the seriousness of 
conscience which is the only acceptable way of doing politics today. 


The churches also participated in community life in many different ways 
through their institutions. This traditionally applies to the areas of 
education, health care, and various kinds of social work, development aid and 
other international tasks. 


The modern welfare state as such constantly has to take on more functions, 
which old and new church institutions help to fulfil. In doing so they help 
to stop the state from becoming responsible for everything and thus exercising 
totalitarian exclusiveness. [over] 
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One cannot fail to notice that the interest in a relationship of this kind 
between church, state and society was mutual in what was West Germany. Let 
it be mentioned in passing that those institutions about which there is so 
much talk - the church-tax system, religious education in schools and the 
military chaplaincy service must be seen in this larger context. By engaging 
in these fields, the church was simply participating in the society. 


This position of the churches had its basis and support in the laws governing 
state-church relations in what was West Germany. The clauses of the Weimar 
Constitution of 11 August 1919 on the relationship between church and state 
were incorporated into the West German Basic Law of 23 May 1949. The state 
law developed after this has been guided by these same principles of religious 
freedom and the neutrality of the state in questions of personal conviction. 
As far as the expression of church life is concerned, it pre-supposes a 
relationship in which church and state act as partners. 


German Evangelical Christianity has always been characterised by a variety of 
organizational forms and legal systems. According to the understanding of the 
Reformation, the relationship between the church as a community of faith and 
the church as a legal entity is defined in less strict terms than is the case 
in the Roman Catholic Church. 


The form of the church with its legal and constitutional elements is mainly 
determined by its commission to promote the preaching of the Word of God, the 
administration of the sacraments, the expression of faith in witness and 
service, and the growth of church life at congregational level. 


Bearing this in mind, certain worries obviously held about a reunification of 
the Bund and the EKD. The range of tasks listed in the constitution of 1948, 
which remains largely unchanged in the united Germany, is wide, and apart from 
the classical prerogatives of the member churches (doctrine, worship, legal 
issues connected with the ministry, financial sovereignty) hardly leaves any 
possible field of church work unconsidered. 


If one looks more closely, however, the powers of the EKD over its member 
churches turn out to be rather limited. Apart from the right to support and 
advise the member churches, they do not extend beyond laying down guidelines 
for certain areas of work. 


But the EKD uses even these powers sparingly. Its legislative powers are 
very limited, too. It is clear in every respect that the EKD is a federation 
of autonomous member churches. The attempt made in the seventies to increase 
the powers of the EKD by adopting a new constitution failed. 


It also has to be pointed out that the spectrum of different structures and 
types of piety found in the member churches has always been very wide, without 
this ever having had a negative effect on membership and cooperation within 
the EKD. The EKD is thus by its very nature open to the influence of the 
experiences and structures which member churches of the Bund may bring with 
them when they are reunited with the EKD. 


The EKD's work concentrates on carrying out all joint tasks which go beyond 
the church and are directed towards the general public. And in this respect 
the powers of the EKD are as far-reaching as its member churches want them to 
be. This structural weakness, which is often deplored in other connections, 
may now provide an opportunity of looking for a new joint way forward whilst 
giving due consideration to the experiences of the member churches from the 
former East Germany. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Mission Protestantism in Brazil (José Bittencourt Filho) 


[The author works with the Ecumenical Documentation and Information Center 
(CEDI) in Rio de Janeiro. This is part of a larger working document entitled 
As Igrejas no Brasil. It was distributed by CELEP, the Latin American 
Evangelical Center for Pastoral Studies, and has been slightly edited. ] 


In the 1970s, mission Protestantism (Congregationalists, Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Methodists, and Anglicans) suffered through its ‘dark ages'. The 
denominations opened their doors to right-wing, para-ecclesiastical groups 
from the United States. At the same time, theological-education institutions, 
intellectuals, youth movements, and progressive lay leaders were persecuted or 
expelled. 


In the 1980s, they reaped the fruits of the 1970s. Poor pastoral formation, 
the decay of Christian education, and the dismantling of youth movements are 
but a few of the signs of this crisis. 


The accelerated numerical growth of popular Pentecostalism and of the 
charismatic movement have created an inferiority complex in many of the 
faithful and leaders, another factor which contributes to a deepening identity 
crisis. Some initiatives have appeared to try to deal with the crisis, 
including: 


= Confessional reaffirmation: The search for the founding causes and 
distinctive contributions of each confession. This has helped them to recover 
their identity. 


- The charismatic movement: The strength of Pentecostalism has convinced some 
leaders that the incorporation of a Pentecostal emphasis is necessary for 
survival. 


- Committed ecumenism: Without losing their confessional identity, an 
ecumenism which emphasizes grassroots pastoral ministry has been chosen by 
_ some as the path to the definitive contextualization of Brazilian 
Protestantism. This sector includes those Protestants who have joined with 
progressive Catholics in a common ideological struggle. 
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ECUTEXT: WCC Message on Rwanda 


[This message was sent (12 October) by World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro to the president of the Presbyterian Church in Rwanda 
and the general secretary of the ecumenical council there.] 


--. The World Council of Churches is perturbed to hear of the renewed outbreak 
of violence in Rwanda, and of the fresh bloodshed that has taken place 
following the return to the country of a large number of refugees. Remembering 
the call of Jesus Christ who asked us all to be peacemakers, we pray that you 
who are the presence of Christ in your troubled and divided country may 
receive strength and courage for your witness. 


We pray, too, that the presence of foreign troops on Rwandan soil may quickly 
be terminated and that the conflict which is tearing your country apart may be 
ended without delay, and with it all distress and human suffering it brings in 
its wake. May those who hold power and those who are trying to gain it be 
guided by a spirit of reconciliation and seek a just and durable solution to 
the problems which have sparked off the present tensions....[EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 90.10.63 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Statements on Jerusalem Killings 


[The following were issued by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches, General Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle East 
Council of Churches, and by nine church leaders in Jerusalem in the wake of 
the killing by Israeli forces of a score of Palestinians there (8 October).] 


WCC: The World Council of Churches condemns the use of deadly force by the 
Israeli security forces, resulting in the killing of more than 20 and the 
wounding of hundreds of Palestinians in Jerusalem. The manner in which the 
Israeli authorities have acted reflects total disregard of their obligations 
under international law and makes them fully responsible for this tragedy. ... 


The World Council of Churches reaffirms its opposition to the continuing 
repressive actions of the occupying power in East Jerusalem and other occupied 
territories. It has repeatedly appealed to the Israeli authorities to ensure 
the sanctity of the holy places in Jerusalem, and the free access to them by 
the adherents of the respective religions. 


The latest incident has to be seen as part of a deliberate policy of the 
Israeli authorities to change the status of Jerusalem by a combination of 
administrative actions and force. This is a clear violation of international 
agreements regarding Jerusalem and a breach of international law related to 
territories under occupation. ... 


The World Council of Churches prays for all the people of the Middle East and 
specially: remembers the Muslim community in Jerusalem and its leaders. It 
reaffirms its readiness to stand together with all religious communities in a 
spirit of servanthood seeking to be faithful in one common calling to be 
peace-makers and reconcilers and a sign of hope for all. 
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MECC: We were appalled by the news of the massacre of tens of unarmed 
Palestinians at prayer by the Israeli forces accompanying the group called the 
Temple Mount Faithful. This premeditated bloodshed seeks to alter the 
pluralistic nature of Jerusalem .... We join the churches of Jerusalem in 
condemning this criminal act, and call upon the international community to 
compel Israel to respect and apply the Geneva conventions relating to the 
protections of civilians at times of war or under occupation. 


We also call the international community to take the necessary measures to 
provide protection to the Palestinian people from Israeli practices ... which 
violate their basic right to life and threaten the integrity of their 
religious shrines. ... We also believe that such aggressions could be repeated 
so long as the occupation and Israeli repression against the intifada 
continue .o20n% 
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Jerusalem: --. We cannot but condemn this massacre, and we do point out 
that it should not be allowed to create provocative atmospheres that lead to 
conflict and confrontation among the adherents of the three monotheistic 
religions. We extend our condolences to the families of the victims, and do 
call upon God that all reasons of conflict may soon come to an end, and that 
truth, justice, and peace, may prevail. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Reflections on the 500th Anniversary of Columbus 


[This text was prepared by a meeting of grassroots leaders, pastoral agents, 
professors, and theologians from 11 denominations in 13 countries who met in 
Guatemala City in July for a consultation, 'Five Hundred Years since the 
Conquest: New Paths in Latin American Pastoral Ministry'. The meeting was 
sponsored by CELEP, the Latin American Evangelical Centre for Pastoral 
Studies.] 


--- ‘We came to listen, to think and act', was the motto that guided our 
participation. The emphasis on sharing testimonies; the expressions of 
liturgical renewal in our devotional moments; the visit made to women of an 
indigenous ecclesial community and to humble peasants in their fields; the 
rich representation of traditions, peoples and cultures; the freedom of 
expression; the flexibility of the internal organization; the spontaneous 
atmosphere and the spirit of unity that prevailed in the consultation: all 
these created a positive environment for our reflection. 


This environment offered a climate of mutual trust for sharing, an appropriate 
space for recalling our historic memory, and for renewing our commitment to 
the struggle for peace with justice and to love expressed in service. 


We became conscious of the transforming power of testimonies in the ongoing 
life of the community. We also saw how they nurture theological, pastoral 
and liturgical renewal. Theology is the testimony of the people who walk 
with God. 


Theology is expressed pastorally through acts of diaconal and _ prophetic 
solidarity. We grew deeply aware of the fact that complete and transparent 
commitment to the community and the creation of an environment that favours 
free expression and participation, are requirements for unity, renovation and 
commitment. 


We recognize with pain and sorrow that in our societies, and even in our 
churches and organizations, dehumanizing relations introduced by the Conquest 
and sustained by selfish interests, are reproduced and maintained. The 
voices that cried out in our consultation join the cries that appeal to us 
directly in everyday life: 


- the cry of the people for land, peace, food, education, work and freedom; 
- voices that denounce the discrimination experienced by Indigenous 
peoples, the Black population, and women; 

— the cry for an end to the war in the region and for the .attainment.. of 
peace and economic betterment; 

- voices that denounce the continued violation of the elemental right to 
life, to organization and to well-being; 

- the distrust, uncertainty, ideological manipulation, insecurity. and 
uprooting that strike the majority of our population to the depth of their 
being. 


This entire situation has as its framework a neo-liberal socio-economic 
model. It is a model that wreaks havoc with peace, freedom, affection, 
solidarity, communication, and the integrity of all creation, promoting in 
their place consumerism, competition and frustration for _the .majorities. 
[more] 
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We admire and applaud the continued resistance and the search for alternatives 
by the Indigenous communities, the Black population, women, and other 
organized groups all over the continent. We value and affirm the human 
person as a subject. We affirm that the human person becomes fully human 
only in community. We see the affirmation of people's culture, language and 
history as a first step toward a contextual, inclusive and pluralistic 
theology and pastoral ministry. 


We have seen with joy how, in the tension between resistance and 
transformation, signs of a new spirituality emerge: a spirituality that is 
lived out in prayer and fasting; that is, one that deepens devotional life 


and crystal clear and full commitment. We advocate profound South-South 
contact and exchange as a means of strengthening the ties between our peoples 
and churches. Let us multiply among ourselves attitudes of respect for 


pluralism, cooperation and solidarity. 


We reaffirm our commitment to the church and the community. Recognizing the 
limits and failures of elite pastoral models, we accept with sensitivity and 
creativity, the challenge to seek models of ministry that recover: 


- Cultural values that express authentic values of God's Reign, 

- the richness, depth and contemporary significance of the message of the 
Scriptures, 

- a pastoral model, and not a structural design, for the church, 

—- a pastoral model in which simplicity and sharing are the hallmarks, 

- a pulpit ministry that is at the service of the liberating Word, 

- a prophetic and contextualized evangelism nourished by the promises and 
demands of God's Reign, . 

- the understanding that human welfare is related to the adequate use of 
the resources created by God, 

— openness to the work of the Holy Spirit in our earnest search for unity, 
inclusiveness and constant renewal. 


In the closing session of the consultation, we celebrated an anticipation of 
this model of pastoral ministry when, in expressing our thanks to the 
Franciscan sisters who hosted us, we joined our hands and voices, to sing 
songs in a great variety of languages and dialects, and from different 
religious traditions. This experience filled us with joy, but it also made 
us realize how small our differences and boundaries are before the Lord of 
Life. 


Faced with the opportunity to use the commemoration of the 500 Years to review 
historic and present-day practices of oppression, we call upon churches and 
sister organizations to: 


- Reflect on the legacy of oppression brought on by the Conquest, as well 
as new expressions of conquest, in order to discern their implications for 
contemporary pastoral ministry, 

- Confess and correct any complicity with practices of exploitation and 
discrimination, 

- Reaffirm the new life in communion with God, with all sisters and 
brothers on earth, and with all of creation. 


The proclamation of God's reign implies a pastoral practice coherent with the 
whole of the gospel for the whole of Life. May the Spirit of the Resurrected 
One inspire within us the desire and the capacity to fulfil - with hope and 
faith - the tasks demanded of us by the situation which confronts our 
continent. ... [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.12.14 is the 14th item 
appearing in December 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 
79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 
Indian. EPS appears about 40 times a year. Upcoming EPS deadlines (at 
8h00 GMT): November - Monday, 5; Wednesday, 14; Monday, 26. December - 
Wednesday, 5; Wednesday, 19. January - Wednesday, 9; Tuesday, 15; Monday, 21. 


The following is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
Situation report (#1, 8 October) on the emergency in Natal (South Africa) 


In EPS 90.10.43, the name at the beginning of the third paragraph should be 
Kim Chi Ha. ; 
Stories on the Way, a new film about work of the Mennonite Central 
Committee, is available from MCC, Akron PA 17501-0500, USA. 


The July/October double issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review. focuses 
on issues related to three of the four sub-themes of the WCC Seventh 
Assembly next February. Copies are available from WCC Publications, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


In EPS 90.10.03, note that the Conference of European Churches is another 
ecumenical organisation involved in preparations for the Ecumenical News 
Service. 


¥e de de te de de ve Fe He te He de Fe de te de Je Ye de de de te de Ve He Je de de de He Ye He Fe He He Ge He Fe He He de Fe He He He He He 


EPS coverage of the WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February: 
EPS is to be posted two or three times weekly in February. 


To arrange coverage by fax, e-mail, or telex, or for coverage focusing on a 
particular region, church tradition, or subject, inform EPS before Christmas. 


For those planning to cover the assembly in person, information is available 
from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Background resources in connection with the assembly include a special issue 
(August/September) of the WCC magazine One World, reviewing major WCC events 
and trends in the period since the Sixth Assembly in 1983, and a new book, 
Introducing the World Council of Churches. Both are available from WCC 
Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. The magazine costs for 1-10 copies, 
each 5 Swiss francs, 3.95 US dollars, or 1.95 UK pounds. The book costs 15 
Swiss francs, 9.95 US dollars, or 5.95 UK pounds.. 
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SERBIAN ORTHODOX REACT TO ‘INCOMPLETE, INTENTIONALLY FALSE INFORMATION’ 


In a statement issued from its Belgrade headquarters, the Serbian [Eastern] 
Orthodox Patriarchate says that because of ‘incomplete and intentionally false 
information ... a great part of the world public is ignoring the difficult 
position and persecutions' suffered by Serbian Orthodox for ‘half a century' 
in Yugoslavia. 


The patriarchate says that in parts of Serbia itself - one of the Yugoslav 
republics, where Serbian Orthodox in Yugoslavia are concentrated - the church 
has been ‘persecuted by the Albanian national minority, which enjoys greater 
rights there than any national minority in the world does.' (Ethnic Albanians 
are a majority in some places in Serbia.) 


The statement calls ethnic Albanians an ‘aggressive Muslim minority ... 
Stirred up by an atheistic country, [neighbouring] Albania, in which the 
Serbian minority is deprived of its religious and national rights.' 


In addition, says the patriarchate, Serbians in the neighboring Yugoslav 
republic of Croatia are ‘again deprived of human and national rights, although 
they have lived there for many centuries, and in some regions are even in the 
great majority.' 


It blames the situation there on ‘national Croatian extremists' now in power. 
Most Croatians are Roman Catholics. 


The patriarchate sees a ‘disposition to genocide against the Serbs' in the two 
Situations. It recalls that 50 years ago, during World War II, ‘over a 
million Serbian innocent victims ... perished in savage tortures and 
extermination in concentration camps, places of torture, and in many pits.' 


It concludes with a call for ‘peace, love, and national and religious 
tolerance. It demands justice to be protected, and human rights to be 
guarded.' 


Despite Serb-Croat tensions, four Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 
seminaries in Yugoslavia announced plans to go ahead with their ninth faculty 
Symposium. The subject this year is baptism. 


Christians arrived in what is now Yugoslavia in the first decades of the 
Christian era. Organized Christianity came to the area from both Rome and 
Constantinople by the middle of the fourth century. 


This East-West divide is reflected in Roman Catholic-Eastern Orthodox 
divisions in Yugoslavia which continue to this day (often reinforced by ethnic 
differences). According to the 1990 Britannica World Data, Eastern Orthodox 
are about a third of the population of 24 million, Roman Catholics about a 
quarter. 


Though Eastern Orthodoxy was not an official state church, it was the church 
of the royal family before World War II. The patriarch was a member of the 
royal council, and many Eastern Orthodox priests were members of the national 
assembly. Eastern Orthodox holidays took precedence, and official ceremonies 
included Eastern Orthodox rituals. 


The principal minority Christian tradition in Yugoslavia is Lutheranism. 
[EPS] 
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AUSTRALIA: ECUMENICAL ROUNDUP - WOMEN, BISHOPS, CREDIT, PORNOGRAPHY 


(This item is based on material provided by Religion-Watch, a publication of 
the Australian Religious Press Association. ] 


By a 57-36 vote, the assembly of the Baptist Union of Tasmania, one of the 
Australian states, has okayed the ordination of women as pastors. Other 
states in which Australian Baptist women may be ordained are Victoria and 
South Australia. 


As for the ordination of women as Australian Anglican priests, Keith Rayner, 
the acting primate, has called for a meeting of the 23 Australian Anglican 
bishops (19 November). The bishops are to consider their role in proceedings 
now before the Anglican Appellate Tribunal. 

Eleven questions have been put to the panel in an effort to determine whether 
individual Anglican dioceses have the right by church law to decide for 
themselves to ordain women, even though no national decision allowing that has 
been made. 


On another ministry question, the Episcopacy Committee of the Uniting Church 
in Australia says proposals to have UCA bishops met with a ‘loud and 
decisive no' from individual members, parishes, and regional presbyteries. 


An ll-page committee report, after six years of study and consultation, says 
responses to a UCA discussion paper on the subject shows its argument was ‘not 
-+- compelling ... theologically ... ecclesiologically or pastorally. Nor 
have the respondents found churches with bishops to be compelling inspirations 
for us for the journey we need to take.' 


As for possible ecumenical implications, the report says ‘many respondents 
expressed pessimism about prospects for wider unity, and little enthusiasm for 
it. It is evident that for many within the United Church, wider unity is no 
longer a pressing concern.' 


Last July, the synod of the Lutheran Church of Australia rejected proposals to 
use 'bishop' (instead of 'president') for its national and regional leaders. 


In the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne, parish priests are being given credit 
cards with which to charge work-related expenses. The monthly bill is paid 
by the parish. According to diocesan registrar Ron Crosbie, the plan saves 
work for priests (who do not have to keep so many receipts), avoids tax being 
paid on clergy allowances given in cash, and helps parishes understand the 
expenses as theirs, rather than ‘clergy costs.' 


In Sydney, about 2500 Christians (and a like number of counter demonstrators) 
gathered last month in the Kings Cross district of the city. The Christians 
were part of a Festival of Light effort led by Uniting Church in Australia 
minister and morals crusader Fred Nile, to protest pornography in the district. 


The Nile effort drew criticism from a UCA parish minister in the district, 
Clyde Dominish. In a letter to a Sydney newspaper, he asked, ‘Are the only 
Sinners according to these crusaders those whose sexuality is an offence to 
them? When can we expect these crusaders to hold a rally in some of the 
affluent suburbs nearby and challenge the rich and powerful who own property 
in the Cross, or conduct unsavoury business operations?' [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 90.11.03 
USA: UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST TEXT AFFIRMS COVENANT WITH JEWS 


A new text on Jewish-Christian relations, released by a nine-person panel of 
the United Church of Christ, says 'God's covenant with the Jewish people ... 
remains in full force.' It rejects the view that Judaism has been ‘superseded 
and invalidated by Christianity.' And, it says, the Nazi efforts to 
exterminate Jews, the formation of the state of Israel, and the ongoing 
conflict over land between Israelis and Palestinians are ‘a new framework for 
viewing the place of the Jewish people in God's plan of salvation.’ 


On the issue of the ‘covenantal significance' of the state of Israel, the 
panel offers no consensus. It says affirming both ‘the continuing covenant of 
God with the Jewish people and ... fulfillment of God's promises in Christ ... 
appears to be a paradox. Yet, through this double affirmation, we are invited 
into a deeper understanding of our faith.' 


A panel consultant, Yvonne Haddad, a Reformed scholar of Islam, formally 
‘disassociated’ herself from the text. She says it inadequately deals with 
Palestinian rights, and downplays the Christian view of Jesus as the Messiah. 
(The text does speak of ‘the singular deed God has done to redeem all the 
world in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.') [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.04 
ROMANIA: EASTERN ORTHODOX, LUTHERANS, REFORMED PLAN COOPERATION 


In what they describe as a ‘historic' gathering, Romanian Eastern Orthodox, 
Reformed, and Lutheran representatives met (16 October) in Sibiu to carry 
forward plans for a national ecumenical council open to ‘all Christian 
movements which basically accept the ecumenical movement.’ (Eastern Orthodoxy 
is the main Christian tradition in the country; Reformed and Lutherans are 
among the major minority traditions.) 


The meeting also agreed to set up a Bible society, and considered a proposal 
for an ecumenical translation of the Bible into Romanian. Also on its agenda 
were religious education in state-run schools, the return of church property 
‘arbitrarily seized by the [former] communist totalitarian regime,' and an end 
to restrictions on the use of church funds deposited in various banks. 


At another session, Romanian church leaders met representatives of the World 
Council of Churches, Conference of European Churches, and other ecumenical 
agencies to discuss medium and long-term ecumenical aid. 


At that meeting, the Romanians reviewed and approved detailed programme 
proposals for ecumenical cooperation in 'priority areas' (social service and 
the environment) agreed at a previous ecumenical meeting, in Cluj last June. 


A five-person Romanian team from the three traditions is to be set up to 
implement the proposals. The WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service has hired a Dutch consultant, Henk van Apeldoorn, to work with 
the Romanian team from the beginning of next year. 


Those at the meeting reportedly expressed hope that representatives of other 
minority. Christian traditions in Romania - Baptists and Pentecostals for 
example - who were not at the meeting, will accept an invitation to 
participate fully in the aid programmes. [EPS] 
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CANADA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL QUESTIONS GOVERNMENT HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS 


The Canadian Council of Churches has expressed dissatisfaction with reports 
presented (23-24 October) in Geneva by the Canadian government to the UN 
Committee for Human Rights. The reports describe Canada as a meticulous 
respecter of human rights. 


Working with the Aboriginal Rights Coalition, the Church Council on Justice 
and Corrections, and the Inter-Church Committee for Refugees, CCC presented 
its own report examining the Canadian human rights record. 


It says significant violations of human rights have occurred in Canada. In 
particular, it cites what it describes as government failure to protect the 
civil rights of vulnerable social groups and minorities, such as aboriginal 
people, aliens, refugees, and prisoners. 


A second CCC report deals with refugees. It says about 100 000 people, some 
of whom arrived in Canada as long as five years ago, are awaiting government 
decisions on their refugee status. The report says the treatment of these 
people is in ‘direct violation' of the International Covenant of Civil and 
Political Rights. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.06 
USSR: PATRIARCH OF INDEPENDENT UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX RETURNS FROM EXILE 


Mstyslav Skrypnyk, the 92-year-old patriarch of the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church (UAOC) - an Eastern Orthodox church body independent of the 
Russian Orthodox Church - returned to Kiev (20 October) after living in exile 
Since 1937. 


The patriarch reportedly received a warm welcome from thousands of followers. 
Till now, he has been based in the US state of New Jersey. 


Meanwhile, the Russian Orthodox Church announced that the agenda of the 
meeting of its bishops (in Moscow, 25-27 October) included a proposal for 
greater self government for its dioceses in the Ukraine. Together, they are 
known as the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 


From the United States, News Network International reports that major Russian 
Orthodox membership drops are taking place in the Ukraine, with people joining 
either UAOC, or the recently-legalized Ukrainian Catholic Church. UCC has 
worship forms and social customs like those of Orthodox, but is in communion 
with the pope. It was formed in the late 16th century by former Eastern 
Orthodox, and was merged back into Eastern Orthodoxy at the end of World War 
Tl. 


Some estimates put the number of Russian Orthodox who have left for either of 
the other two bodies at five million, about 10 percent of the often-used 
figure for total Russian Orthodox membership. 


The Holy Synod (executive committee) of the Russian Orthodox bishops has 
deplored the disruption of church life in the Ukraine reflected in strained 
UCC-Russian Orthodox relations. They have charged that violent seizures of 
Orthodox churches and the destruction of Orthodox sacred objects and places 
have been committed by Ukrainian Catholics and members of the Ukrainian 
People's Movement for Perestroika (Rukh). [EPS] 
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BULGARIA: ECUMENICAL STEPS TAKEN 


In Bulgaria, most Christians are Eastern Orthodox. Minority traditions there 
- Pentecostal, Methodist, Baptist, Adventist, Reformed (Congregational) - have 
not generally been too ecumenically involved. 


But that is now changing, reports Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev of the 
World Council of Churches. An Eastern Orthodox and a Bulgarian, Sabev visited 
his country earlier this year. 


Sabev says clergy from the minority traditions are now beginning to meet and 
work more together, and there are proposals to set up some structured forms of 
cooperation. Methodists and others are reinvigorating their Bulgarian 
structures and international connections. 


Joint Bible work - including the Eastern Orthodox - is under way. Sabev noted 
plans for printing 300 000 copies of the Bible in Bulgarian, a child's edition 
of the Bible, a new ecumenical Bible translation, and setting up a Bible 
society. (In Bulgaria with Sabev was a United Bible Societies delegation, led 
by Hans Florin, in charge of UBS work in Europe and the Middle East.) 


Sabev said another concern of Bulgarian church leaders is the growing 
influence of religious groups they describe as sects, such as the Unification 
Church, Jehovah's Witnesses, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
International Society for Krishna Consciousness, and Unitarians. 


All in all, Sabev is ‘very much encouraged' by the ecumenical developments in 
Bulgaria. But, he adds, in some respects the international ecumenical 
community has responded ‘too late' to recent changes there, while less 
ecumenical outside forces have made a bigger impact. 


He also notes that church unity, structures of ecumenical cooperation, and 
theological formation of church leaders are among problems which remain to be 
resolved. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.08 
SRI LANKA: WAR SITUATION SAID TO BE ESCALATING 


The situation in the northern and eastern parts of Sri Lanka continues to be 
Critical, according to a late September report by an ecumenical observer 
familiar with it. 


The observer reports that a total blockade of fuel to the two regions has 
resulted in suspension of all public transport. Food and medical supplies 
have also been affected. Electricity to Jaffna and other parts of the north 
has also been cut, adversely affecting agricultural irrigation. The observer 
speaks of a shortage of cash because banks are not able to operate, resulting 
in closure of some business centres. Unemployment is said to be increasing. 


As a result of the fighting between government forces and ethnic Tamil 
separatists, numbers of refugees and displaced people are reported growing. 
Many others are listed as dead, missing, or arrested by the army. For some 
months, an indefinite curfew has been in force in most Tamil districts. 
Destruction of businesses, homes, factories, fishing boats, schools, church 
buildings, and hospitals by air force bombing has also been reported. [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL TEAM ASSESSES LIBERIA SITUATION 


An 13-person ecumenical team under the auspices of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches began a weeklong visit to Sierra Leone, Guinea, and Ivory 
Coast 25 October. The three countries border war-torn Liberia. 


After a briefing in Freetown (Sierra Leone), the team was scheduled to divide 
into three parts, each to visit one of the countries. The group planned to 
identify immediate and long-term needs of refugees from the civil war, which 
began last Christmas. As a result, an estimated 500 000 people are displaced 
within Liberia. In addition, more than another half million Liberians are 
refugees in the neighbouring countries - 150 000 in Ivory Coast, 280 000 in 
Guinea, and 116 000 in Sierra Leone. The population of Liberia is about 2.5 
million. [EPS] 


e 


EPS 90.11.10 
RWANDA: PROTESTANT COUNCIL URGES SOLUTION TO REFUGEE PROBLEMS 


In a letter to the World Council of Churches, copies of which were sent to 
several heads of state or government, the Protestant Council of Rwanda (CPR) 
has urged an end to fighting, and negotiations to resolve problems of refugees 
from Rwanda. By some estimates, they number more than a million, mostly in 
neighboring Uganda. The population of Rwanda is about seven million. 


The CPR letter says it is incorrect to describe the current fighting in Rwanda 
as a civil war, or as a result of refugees trying to return home. Rather, it 
Says, most of those who entered the country and are now engaged in fighting 
belong to the regular Ugandan army. It also denies that ethnic or regional 
factors play a significant role in the conflict, or that there have been 
Significant human rights abuses by the Rwandese authorities. 


About three quarters of the people in Rwanda are counted as Christians, about 
90 percent of them Roman Catholics. CPR groups denominations which account 
for most of the rest of the Christians - Anglicans, Methodists, Baptists, 
Presbyterians, Adventists, and Pentecostals. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.11 
NUMBER OF GULF RETURNEES IN TRANSIT IN JORDAN NOW QUITE SMALL 


By mid-October, the operation in Jordan to assist people returning home from 
Iraq and Kuwait, as a result of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait last August, was 
virtually completed, with relatively few returnees left in the reception areas 
in Jordan. At the beginning of the month, the camps had held around 40 000 
returnees, mainly from Sri Lanka, India, and the Philippines. 


According to report by the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service of the World Council of Churches, several countries are burdened with 
large numbers of returnees, with Egypt (500 000) the hardest hit. It notes 
that the major problem for the returnees is unemployment at home, and urges 
self-help, income-generating projects, and the creation of new employment 
opportunities, in the Middle East and Asia. 


It also estimates that 20 million Iraqis and more than a million foreigners in 
Iraq could suffer food shortages as a result. of the international embargo 
against Iraq. [EPS] 
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QUAKERS WARN ON ARMS DUMPING 
The Quaker UN Office (QUNO) in Geneva has issued an ‘alert' on the issue of 
"the diversion of European and North American arms production to Third World 
markets.' QUNO calls for ‘public pressure ... to ensure that political 
leaders at the Paris summit [19-21 November] ... make a commitment to convert 
rather than divert surplus arms production capacity.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.13 
USA: ECUMENICAL PLANS TO COMBAT HARASSMENT OF BLACK OFFICIALS 
Representatives of religious, civil-rights, and law organizations, including 
the [US] National Council of Churches, met in Washington (27 September) to 
plan strategies to combat the harassment of black elected and appointed 
officials. Participants agreed to hold hearings, arrange public educational 
efforts, and file lawsuits to fight such harassment. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.14 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA: ARCHBISHOP SAYS ANTI-IMMIGRATION LETTER FORGED 
Frantisek Cardinal Tomasek, the Roman Catholic leader of Czechoslovakia, has 
denounced as a forgery a letter with his signature opposing immigration of 
Koreans, Vietnamese, Turks, Chinese, and Pakistanis to Europe. He Says its 
views are neither his nor those of his fellow bishops. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.15 
SOVIET UNION: STATE SAID TO ALLOW CHRISTIAN LITERATURE IMPORTS TO UKRAINE 
Church people in the Soviet Ukraine Say the government has agreed to let them 
import large supplies of Christian literature. The US-based World Home Bible 
League reportedly plans to send 340 000 Bibles, New Testaments, and portions, 
for both registered and unregistered Baptist and Pentecostal groups. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.16 

THEOLOGIANS CONSIDER ROLE OF BILATERAL DIALOGUES 

Convened by the World Council of Churches, theologians from several Christian 
traditions met in Budapest (18-22 October) for the Fifth Forum on Bilateral 
Conversations. They discussed how dialogues between two traditions relate to 
those involving several, and the degree to which positions taken by people 
from a given tradition in one dialogue are consistent with positions taken in 
other dialogues. Previous forums met in 1978, 1979, 1980, and 1985. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.17 

PACIFIC ECUMENICAL BODY WELCOMES BUSH VISIT TO REGION 

The Pacific Conference of Churches welcomed US President George Bush's visit 
to the region in October for talks with government leaders, but expressed 
concern about superpower nuclear-weapons testing, and the storage and dumping 
of nuclear and other toxic waste there. A PCC statement recalled its many 
assembly resolutions on the subject. In a 1986 resolution, it noted growing 
militarism in the Pacific, and mentioned specifically nuclear tests in French 
Polynesia, and the storage and destruction of chemical weapons on US- 
controlled Johnson Island. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.18 
GRENADA: CHURCH SUPPORT FOR CHANGE OF STATUS OF OUT-OF-MARRIAGE KIDS 

Roman Catholic leaders in Grenada have expressed support for a government 
proposal to give all children equal status, regardless of whether their 
parents are married to each other. About 100 000 people live in the Caribbean 
island state of Grenada, and about two-thirds of them are counted as Roman 
Catholics. According to the Britannica World Data, the parents of about three 
quarters of the children born there are not married to each other. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.19 

ECUMENICAL COALITION DISCUSSES VICES OF TOURISM 

A consultation on the church and tourism took place last month (Basel, 
Switzerland, 14-16 October) under the auspices of the Bangkok-based Ecumenical 
Coalition on Third World Tourism. Participants - about 20 - came from Europe, 
Africa, and North America. The coalition was created in 1981 by regional 
ecumenical bodies in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, the Middle East, and Latin 
America to fight injustices related to tourism, and to promote the human 
rights of victims of sex tourism. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.20 

RACISM IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN DISCUSSED 

An ecumenical gathering of about 150 black and indigenous people from Africa 
and the Americas took place in Rio de Janeiro (23-29 September) to discuss 
racism in Latin America and the Caribbean. Participants reflected on the 
500th anniversary, in 1992, of the arrival in the Americas of Italian explorer 
Christopher Columbus, and the subsequent colonial history of the region. 
Other topics included human rights, feminism, ecumenism, and the foreign debt. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.11.21 

BULGARIA: GOVERNMENT PROMISES INVESTIGATION INTO 1981 POPE SHOOTING 

Bulgarian President Zhelyu Zhelev says he will seek an independent 
investigation into charges that the Bulgarian secret police played a role in 
the 1981 attempt to assassinate the pope. In an interview with the US 
newspaper Washington Post (28 September), Zhelev said his own "highly 
hypothetical’ theory was that any Bulgarian role ‘might have been directed 
from another country,' a reference to the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.22 

WCC LEADER VISITS CHINA, MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE 

Possible membership of the China Christian Council in the World Council of 
Churches, and Chinese participation in the WCC assembly next February in 
Australia, were among issues discussed during an official visit by WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro to China (9-13 October). Castro met CCC President 
K.H. Ting in Nanking, and other Christian leaders in Shanghai. He also spoke 
at seminaries in both cities. On the same trip, Castro stopped in Malaysia 
and Singapore (4-8 October). In Malaysia, he discussed the ecumenical 
Situation, and church-state relations in the country. In Singapore, he 
discussed the 1988 WCC Central Committee recommendation of a boycott of 
Singapore Airlines, and a boycott of Singapore as a place for ecumenical 
meetings, to protest the government expulsion in 1988 of the offices of the 
Christian Conference of Asia. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.23 

ROMANIA: GOVERNMENT SAID TO FAVOUR ORTHODOX 

The US-based Reformed Ecumenical Council reports evidence that the Romanian 
government ministry for religion is favouring Eastern Orthodoxy, the main form 
of Christianity in the country. REC also reports that the ministry is 
fostering divisions in the rest of the Romanian Christian community. The head 
of the ministry is an Eastern Orthodox who was a political prisoner under the 
former government. Roman Catholics - of both eastern and western rite - are 
Said to face difficulties in obtaining government recognition. Evangelicals 
Say their efforts to establish independent publishing houses, and access to 
the media are being blocked by the ministry. In another development, the 
National Assembly of the Romanian Orthodox Church has ratified a decision of 
its bishops to delete all parts of the church statutes and regulations 
inserted under pressure from the previous communist authorities. [EPS] 
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. EPS 90.11.24 
WCRP MARKS 20 YEARS 
The 20th anniversary of the first World Conference on Religion and Peace 
(WCRP) was marked (20 October) in Kyoto, Japan, including addresses by former 
US President Jimmy Carter and former Japanese Foreign Minister Saburo Ohkita. 
WCRP is an international, inter-religious organization based in Geneva. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.25 

ECUMENICAL WARNING ON EMPEROR CEREMONIES IN JAPAN 

In a message to the 26th General Assembly (in Kowakien, Hakone) of the Kyodan 
(the United Church of Christ in Japan), General Secretary Emilio Castro of the 
World Council of Churches notes that the assembly - marking the 50th 
anniversary of the formation of the Kyodan - takes place just after the formal 
enthronement (12 November) of the Japanese emperor. Castro says that ceremony 
- strongly criticized by many Christian bodies in Japan - ‘could imply a 
revival of the divine emperor system,' in effect in Japan till the end of 
World War II. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.26 

FRANCE: ORTHODOX-PROTESTANT MEETING ON DEATH 

‘Christian Words on Death' was the theme of the 10th annual French Protestant- 
Orthodox Meeting last month, chaired by the leaders of the Protestant 
Federation of France, and the Inter-Orthodox Committee of Bishops in France. 
According to a report on the meeting from BIP, the news service of the 
federation, the presentations and discussion reflected much more Similarity 
than divergence. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.27 

ECUMENICAL NETWORK OF WOMEN IN MEDIA LAUNCHED 

Netwic - Network for Women in Communication - was launched at a meeting in 
Hannover (Germany) last month (11-14 October). Its initial focus is to be 
Europe, with expansion to other parts of the world projected for later. 
Netwic is an outgrowth of concerns for women which were part of the work of 
Interfilm, an international, ecumenical film organisation. Netwic co-leaders 
are Christa Rothenbuhler, from the Lutheran World Federation in Geneva, and 
Johanna van Dijk, from a college in Amsterdam. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.28 

VATICAN ALLOWED TWO MARRIED WHO LIVE APART FROM WIVES TO BE PRIESTS 

The Vatican said (18 October) the pope gave permission for two Brazilian 
Married men to be ordained priests after they promised to be celibate. (Most 
Roman Catholic priests are required to be unmarried.) The ordinations were 
disclosed the previous week by a Brazilian archbishop, Aloisio Cardinal 
Lorscheider. He was appealing for an end to Vatican restrictions on married 
priests. A Vatican official, John Foley, said the pope ‘gave permission to 
individuals to follow their free will not to exercise their marital rights so 
one could be ordained.' One of the priests involved, Ivo Schmidt, 66, said 
later that he and his wife live in the same house, but that she has been ill 
for some years and that sexual relationships have not been possible. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.29 
VENEZUELA: PROPOSED LAW WOULD BAR EVANGELISM AMONG TRIBAL GROUPS 
US-based News Network International reports that the Senate of Venezuela is 
considering a law which would make it illegal for Protestant missions to 
evangelize among indigenous tribal groups, especially in the Amazon area. 
Earlier this year, the Venezuela Supreme Court stopped the Baptist mission 
from working among a tribal group in the north of the country. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.30 

SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH REPS MEETING TO DISCUSS ROLE IN CHANGE 

About 300 representatives of church and other organisations in South Africa 
are expected in Rustenburg this month (5-9 November) to discuss steps toward 
‘a united Christian witness in a changing South Africa.’ Participants are 
expected from church bodies within and outside the South African Council of 
Churches. The conference is to prepare a message to South Africans, and issue 
a declaration of principles for a new constitution for the country. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.31 

ZIMBABWE: CHURCH COMMISSION QUESTIONS FAIRNESS OF PRESIDENTIAL PARDONS 

The [Roman] Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe has accused 
President Robert Mugabe of bias in using his presidential powers to free 
certain people from detention, and expressed fears about implications of this 
for the judicial system. Commission director Nicholas Ndebele said the 
president seems to have pardoned only members of his ZANU-PF party, though 
many others asked for such amnesty. He said a discriminatory amnesty has 
serious consequences for justice in Zimbabwe, and Suggested there are ‘double 
Standards' being applied. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.32 

SWITZERLAND: CRUCIFIX BANNED IN STATE SCHOOLS 

The Swiss federal court has ruled that it is unconstitutional to display 
crucifixes in state-run schools. In a 3-2 decision, the judges ruled that a 
crucifix is a Christian, especially a Roman Catholic, symbol, and that its 
permanent display could influence young people who have not yet formed settled 
religious opinions of their own. The Swiss constitution requires that 
state-run schools be neutral in matters of religion. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.33 
KENYA: PRESIDENT DENIES MASONIC MEMBERSHIP 
Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi has denied rumours he is a Freemason. Some 
church leaders in Kenya have charged that Freemasonry is a secret society 
which worships the devil. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.34 
DISTINGUISHED AFRICAN CHRISTIANS BEING HONOURED 
The All Africa Conference of Churches has announced that starting this year it 
plans to honour annually a distinguished African Christian who exhibits 
exceptional leadership for peace in Africa. The recipient must also show 
leadership with a Christian witness; courage; commitment to justice, 
non-violence, and human rights; and concern for the needy, disadvantaged, and 
Oppressed people of Africa. The prize is intended to acknowledge and honour 
those who have made a significant contribution to the church in Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.35 
SEVEN CHURCH LEADERS URGE CRITICAL VIEW OF US GULF POLICY 
Seven US church leaders have called for an end to the US-led military buildup 
in the (Persian) Gulf. At a Washington news conference (10 October), they 
launched an effort to encourage a more critical US church stance on the 
issue. The seven condemned the Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait, which 
preceded the buildup, and praised UN-backed diplomatic pressure and economic 
Sanctions. The seven were US Anglican Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning; 
Roman Catholic Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, head of Pax Christi USA; Methodist 
Bishop Dale White; Director Patricia Rumer of Church Women United; Baptist 
Pastor James Forbes of Riverside Church in New York; Director Joan Campbell 
of the US Office of the World Council of Churches; and evangelical activist 
Jim Wallis. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.36 
USA: PART OF LARGEST BAPTIST DENOMINATION MOVING CLOSER TO OTHER BAPTISTS 
The board of directors of the Southern Baptist Alliance has taken steps to 
move closer to other Baptists. The alliance groups people and congregations 
of the Southern Baptist Convention unhappy with its current direction. SBC is 


by far the largest US Baptist denomination. The alliance board mentioned 
possible cooperative ventures with the American Baptist Churches and the 
Progressive National Baptist Convention. The next annual meeting of the 


alliance, next March, is to consider the board proposals. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.37 

PACIFIC ECUMENICAL SUPPORT FOR MAORI BOYCOTT 

Peter Salamonsen, secretary for justice, peace, and development of the Pacific 
Conference of Churches, has written to Te Runanga Whakawhanaunga I Nga Hahi o 
Aotearoa (the Maori Council of Churches in New Zealand) supporting its 
‘enlightened and significant decision' to ask Maoris and others not to vote in 
the New Zealand national elections in October [EPS 90.10.24]. The Maori 
action protests violations of the 1840 treaty between Maori and British 
representatives. Salamonsen says 'the majority of churches in the Pacific are 
with you in solidarity.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.38 
PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES: NO POSITIVE STAND ON FIJI CONSTITUTION 
A report in a Fiji newspaper that the Pacific Conference of Churches supports 
_the new constitution for the country has been denied by PCC General Secretary 
Sione K.F. Motu'ara'a. In a letter to the newspaper (11 October), Motu'ara’a 


Says PCC ‘has taken no such stand. ... PCC is committed to the principles of 
Christian justice, and continues to work for the tangible attainment of 
equality and human rights for all people.' Ethnic Indians in Fiji have 


criticized the constitution as disadvantaging them compared to ethnic Fijians 
[EPS 90.09.56]. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.39 
EAST-WEST GERMAN EVANGELICAL UNITY PLANNED BY NOVEMBER 1991 
Representatives of the two groupings of Evangelical (Lutheran, Reformed, and 
United) Landeskirchen (provincial churches) in Germany will complete their 
reunion next November, in connection with the election of a new council for 
the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). The reunited EKD will include 24 
Landeskirchen. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.40 
USA: LUTHERAN-RC DIALOGUE MARKS 25 YEARS 
One of the most productive of bilateral dialogues - between US Lutheran and 
Roman Catholic theologians - marked its 25th anniversary at the start of its 
ninth round of talks, on ‘Scripture and Tradition,’ in Erlanger (Kentucky). 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.11.41 
LUTHER DESCENDANTS TRACED 
A Swiss newspaper, Die Weltwoche, reports there are about 3000 direct 
descendants of 16th-century German church reformer Martin Luther or of his 
brother Jakob. In Berlin, retired business executive Glinter Luther runs the 


Luther Descendants' Organization. The current (13th) generation reportedly 
includes a Hamburg terrorist, Angela Luther. Most descendants are doctors, 
farmers,. craftspeople, and scientists. About 200 descendants named Luther 


live in the United States, and about the same number in Germany (most in the 
eastern part). Descendants also reportedly include six Italians and six 
Finnish families. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.42 
REFORMED, EASTERN ORTHODOX THEOLOGIANS CITE AGREEMENT ON TRINITY 
After meeting in Minsk (Byelorussia/USSR), Eastern Orthodox and Reformed 
theologians issued an interim statement of agreement on the ‘content of the 
doctrine' of the Trinity, despite ‘different emphases in our approaches.' They 
also agreed that ‘the reality of the faith in the Trinity is more important 
than specific theological terminology' about it. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.43 
EL SALVADOR: CHURCH LEADERS IN PEACE FAST 
El Salvador Baptist, Lutheran, and Anglican church heads, plus some Roman 
Catholics, joined last month (13-15 October) ina three-day fast for peace, in 
San Salvador. Participants urged both the government and the anti-government 
FMLN to ‘engage in real negotiations for the finishing of the [civil] war' 
which has continued in the Central American country for several years. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.44 
USA: DISAGREEING WITH BISHOP, CATHEDRAL ASKS NOT TO BE 
Voting 10-5 last month (6 October), the vestry (governing board) of the 
cathedral of the US Episcopal (Anglican) Diocese of Fort Worth (Texas) asked 
that it no longer be the diocesan cathedral, because it disagrees with the 
leadership of its diocesan bishop, Clarence Pope. He heads the Episcopal 
Synod of America, a group within the US-based Episcopal Church opposed to 
trends in that denomination on such issues as the ordination of women, and 
treatment of homosexuals. Under the agreement which established the parish as 
a cathedral, either it or the diocese can end the relationship with one year's 
notice. Earlier, Pope rejected a vestry proposal to make it explicit that 
cathedral property remains with the Episcopal Church should the diocese 
withdraw from it. Pope ‘cannot begin to understand this decision, which I had 
hoped and prayed would not have been taken.' The cathedral dean, William Nix, 
says Pope has ‘blocked free and open debate' in the diocese, and that the 
vestry action will ‘relieve this parish from being the flagship most of us 
don't support. It will free the bishop to select the church he wants.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.45 
USA: CHURCH GIVING SEEN IN DECLINE 
Based on giving trends in more than two dozen US denominations, Empty Tomb, 
Inc., a research group in the US state of Illinois, projects that by 2002, 
giving to those denominations by their members will average 1.94 percent of 
their annual income, compared with 3.05 percent in 1968. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.46 

NORWAY: CHANGE ALLOWS OVERSEAS BISHOPS IN LUTHERAN CONSECRATIONS 

Because of a change in the [Lutheran] Church of Norway ritual for the 
consecration of new bishops, bishops from other countries may now take part. 
So far, there have been two such consecrations, the most recent in Tromsg in 
September when Ola Steinhold, the cathedral dean there, became the diocesan 
bishop. Among those participating was a bishop from the neighboring 
[Lutheran] Church of Sweden. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.47 

UCC-DISCIPLES PARTNERSHIP GETS POSITIVE REACTION 

A survey of pastors and regional executives of two US denominations - the 
United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) - finds 
overwhelming agreement with the principle that the two should do ‘nothing 
separately that could be done together.' Only two specific areas of possible 
cooperation attracted less than majority support - joint worship and baptism, 
each supported by 48 percent of those responding. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.48 
ECUVIEW: The Church in the Presidential Election in Peru (Michael Garnett) 


[This is excerpted and slightly edited from an article in the British Roman 
Catholic weekly The Tablet. Garnett is an English Roman Catholic priest who 
works in Peru. The presidential race was between Vargas Llosa and Alberto 
Fujimori, the latter being the winner. Fredemo is the name of the group under 
whose banner Llosa was a candidate. ] 


-.. Since Fujimori's parents came to Peru as immigrants from Japan in the 
early 1930s, a racist campaign was started to the effect that the candidate 
for the presidency was not Peruvian. He was in fact born in Peru - on 28 
July, ironically enough, which is Independence Day - and brought up there, so 
there was no question about his legal standing as a citizen. Furthermore, ... 
there is very little logic in thinking that a country with a largely mixed 
population should have a white president .... The Fredemistas just could not 
see that perhaps the mestizo majority, pushed to the margin down the 
centuries, might feel better represented by the son of immigrants who had to 
struggle in order to get established. It was sad and sickening to hear 
normally kindly people come out with bitter racist remarks. However, the 
racist campaign proved to be little more than the opening salvo of an even 
worse battle that broke over our heads - a religious one. 


Until 1980 the [Roman] Catholic Church was the established religion of the 
country .... However, with the new constitution all that has gone, and church 
and state are now more or less independent of each other. The majority of 
Peruvians still claim that they are Catholic, but a number of Protestant 
churches and a plethora of sects operate with complete freedom. In this 
context, someone in the Fredemo ranks tumbled to the fact that amongst the 
overt supporters of Fujimori were a number of pastors of different Protestant 
groups, including the candidate for the second vice-presidency. One of these 
pastors had demanded full state support for the Protestants -as part of his 
election campaign. On the basis of these facts, which had nothing either 
illegal or sinister about them, an anti-Protestant crusade was started. 


It was put about that the sects had come up with a diabolical plan to seize 
power and destroy the Catholic Church. Before we knew where we were, a deluge 
of documents and commentaries descended. ... There is an underlying grain of 
truth in the claim that an anti-Catholic campaign is being financed by groups 
in the United States, but total confusion reigned as to the difference between 
Protestant churches and sects, and the Evangelical Council of Churches 
insisted that its members were in no way responsible for the attacks on the 
pope, Our Lady, and the saints. However, Catholic replies to the supposed 
attacks were not wanting, headed by one from the new archbishop of Lima which 
not only legitimised a spate of declarations, but eventually led to a vast 
religious demonstration in the capital. ... 


My own bishop, ... official spokesman for the hierarchy in the absence of the 
president of the conference, who was abroad, was kept informed. ... Not only 
did he suspect that the documents attacking the church were false, but he also 
very much doubted that Fredemo would win the election. So the church was not 
only wrong in allowing itself to get involved in party politics but also 
foolish in backing the side that was going to lose. Besides, he reckoned - 
and events were to prove him right - that the ordinary laity had no intention 
of supporting Fredemo, whatever the bishops said. Reluctantly he made a stand 
in a radio interview, stating that in his opinion a great row had been created 
deliberately for political ends and that some of the bishops had fallen into 
the trap. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.49 
ECUVIEW: Church, Nation, and Nationalism (Todor Sabev) 


[Sabev is one of the three deputy general secretaries of the World Council of 
Churches. This is excerpted from a longer presentation. ] 


--. After the Second World War, new nations have emerged and specific forms of 
nationalism have developed in the ‘Third World'. In most of these regions, 
local churches have been involved in the movement for national liberation, 
freedom, and equality. Their positive role could be compared with the one 
played by churches in Europe and other old 'Christian regions' in earlier 
times. Some of them have also been confronted with inherited old problems of 
un-neighbourly relations and fratricidal wars. 


Nationalistic feelings of different natures have been nurtured also in many 
countries with so-called communist/socialist regimes and ‘in the western world 
with a steady increase of national power, ethnic problems and divisions, 
weapons of mass destruction, exploitation, etc. 


The ecumenical movement which has involved most of the churches in dialogue 
and in common witness contributed to raising awareness of national limits 
imposed by the church universal. International organizations and agreements 
have also created a more favourable climate for co-operation, interdependence 
and mutuality. Nevertheless, long-standing obstacles and enemies to unity and 
peace such as racism and apartheid, oppression and failure to respect the 
rights of ethnic, cultural and religious minorities still persisted. 


The recent developments in central and eastern Europe have brought in new 
liberties, a transition to parliamentary democracy and new challenges to 
ecumenical endeavours. Freedom of religion and culture, amalgamated with 
specific dimensions of ethos and socio-political factors, after a long period 
of suppression, has now come with a heavy wave of nationalism and a 
reaffirmation of ethnicity in many countries. 


The problems’ concern: (1) a large number of nations and nationalities 
inhabiting or laying claim to historical territorial homelands (especially in 
the Soviet Union); (2) various plans of independence of small states/ 


republics; (3) old ethnic and religious conflicts within and between several 
countries, such as Albania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Romania, and Hungary; (4) 
nationalism closely linked to disputes between Orthodox and Eastern-rite 
Catholic churches in the USSR, Romania, Czechoslovakia and Poland. 


To this range should be added the evil of anti-Semitism, manifested in many 
European countries, the issues of grievances among ethnic groups and claimed 
territories in different parts of the world; racist or unfriendly attitudes 
to foreigners, distrust of immigrants (either ‘'white' or ‘coloured') and 
asylum-seeking people; the dramatic situation of ethnic-religious division in 
Cyprus; the crisis of religious nationalism in the Middle East and the 
nationalistic inciting of other ethnic-religious discords in several regions. 


Unfortunately, these phenomena are often coupled with increased individualism 
and egoism, xenophobia, and snobism, priority to materialistic dimensions of 
life. Parallel with this trend are the manifestation of confessionalism and 
fundamentalism, a certain reluctance to follow the rhythm of the ecumenical 
journey and to engage in common witness. ... 


Most of the issues mentioned above ought to be given urgent consideration on 
the agenda of churches and ecumenical organizations. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.50 
ECUVIEW: Christian Base Communities in Brazil (José Bittencourt Filho) 


(The author works with the Ecumenical Documentation and Information Center 
(CEDI) in Rio de Janeiro. This is part of a larger working document entitled 
As Igrejas no Brasil. It was distributed by CELEP, the Latin American 
Evangelical Centre for Pastoral Studies, and has been Slightly edited. 
Related item: EPS 90.10.61.] 


Now that the initial euphoria has passed, the experience of the popular church 
in Brazil, and especially of its pastoral vanguard, the Roman Catholic base 
communities (CEBs), is being carefully evaluated. ... 


The first point is the way in which political symbolism and discourse were 
introduced into the liturgy and religious practice of the CEBs. With time, 
these symbols have become hegemonic to the detriment of specifically religious 
content. While this phenomenon may have been valid during the period of the 
authoritarian regime, when political parties, labour unions, and grassroots 
Organizations were prohibited or controlled by the state, it became 
incongruous once civil society recovered its autonomy and political space. 


The result of Brazil's new political moment for grassroots pastoral ministry 

was the gradual exodus of its own leadership to social movements and political 

parties. Many of these leaders considered that the moment for pastoral action 
had been left behind. 


It is now clear that the CEBs were not able to produce a spirituality capable 
of providing religious meaning to these leaders in the diaspora. For this 
reason, those who participated in this exodus have not returned, to the 
perplexity of priests, pastoral workers, and theologians. 


From the perspective of the faithful, two other effects have been noted: (a) 
The CEBs have not continued their numerical growth, thus becoming a sort of 
‘elite' within the church, without having been able to attract the masses to 
their project. (b) The absence of the specifically religious in the CEBs has 
favoured the proselytizing efforts of those spiritualizing sects who work 
aggressively in poor communities and who have even managed to convert some 
pastoral agents. 


In this sense, the great challenge facing the CEBs is to locate themselves 
between symbolic and political action, on the one hand, and popular religious 
practice, on the other. This is important for the daily lived experience of 
the communities, where the enthusiasm of nation-wide special events is seldom 
reproduced. 


It is important to point out that Latin American theology is also passing 
through a moment of self-evaluation as a result of the problems experienced by 
the popular church. Theological production is going through a crisis of 
maturation. Theologians today try to take on broader themes than those 
addressed 10 years ago. Now they are more concerned with existential issues 
and the themes of daily life. In this sense, they try to address the problem 
of the specifically religious. 


As a function of this new reflection, a growing concern is expressed for 
liturgy as a source of resistance, continuity and nourishment of community 
faith. The enrichment, diversification and deepening of theological 
reflection is a fundamental instrument for confronting these problems and for 
the consolidation of hope. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.51 
ECUVIEW: The Inter Church Process and Church Union (Bernard Thorogood) 


(Thorogood is general secretary of the United Reformed Church in the United 
Kingdom. The Inter Church Process to which he refers has been a multi-year 
effort whose results include the establishment last September of the more 
inclusive Council of Churches of Britain and Ireland as successor to the 
British Council of Churches. The United Reformed Church and the Methodist 
Church in Britain are currently considering possible union. ] 


One of the more surprising results of the Inter Church Process is the tendency 
of some church leaders to regard it as the new alternative to the union of 
churches. This is not a suggestion that has ever been made by the process 
and I wonder how it has emerged. 


It may be because actual union is a very hard task to undertake or because we 
have had some failures or because we have adopted a different view of the 
unity God wills. But none of these grounds has been the basis of the Inter 
Church Process. 


The process came into being as a new phase of what has been the story of our 
cooperative enterprise in the BCC. That enterprise has concentrated on those 
things that the separate churches are able to do together. ... 


We have never regarded such cooperation as the end of the calling to be one in 
Christ. It is only one of the many intermediate steps on a long journey. 


Now ... we move that cooperation up a gear and into a fresh context. But it 
still does not represent the end of our obedience to the prayer of Christ. 


The Swanwick Declaration [of the Inter Church Process] in 1987 was clear on 
this. ‘Our earnest desire is to become more fully, in his own time, the one 
Church of Christ, united in faith, communion, pastoral care and mission.' 


The new instruments are certainly not that objective. They are temporary 
stages on the way. 


They do not in any way rule out bilateral developments and unions. But they 
do require that we should lay before all our colleagues what is in mind so 
that all may contribute their insight to the process. 


The URC may be asked why it pursues any possibilities of organic union at this 
time, but I would ask on what grounds it could be said to be erased from the 
agenda. 


To my mind nothing that has happened in the Inter Church Process (which the 
URC has greatly welcomed) alters the commitment of the URC to take ‘wherever 
possible and with all speed, further steps towards the unity of all God's 
people’ (URC Basis). 


The Inter Church Process is one such step. But I see no reason to imagine it 
is the only one. 


I do not see at all clearly the end or fulfilment of God's will but am 
confident that the URC is particularly called by God to explore all possible 
routes towards a greater unity of the family of Christ. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 90.11.52 
PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


A Christian, Francis Rodrigues has been named to head the Indian army. 
India is predominantly Hindu. Christians make up about 2.5 percent of the 
population of 800 million. 


Methodist presiding bishop Khoza Mgojo is the new president of the South 
African Council of Churches. He succeeds Lutheran diocesan bishop Manas 
Buthelezi. 


Karl-Heinz Stoll, retired Lutheran bishop of Schleswig (in Germany) has 
received the Order of St Augustine from English Anglican Archbishop Robert 
Runcie. Stoll was honoured for his role leading up to the Meissen 
Declaration, which fosters closer relationships between the [Anglican] Church 
of England and the 25 German Evangelical Landeskirchen (Lutheran, United, and 
Reformed provincial churches) [EPS 90.07.101]. 


Ane Hjerrild has been chosen as the first chief of the secretariat of the 
new Inter-Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Folk Church of Denmark. 


Mother Teresa of Calcutta, who earlier this year resigned because of age 
(80) and poor health, has been re-elected Superior of the Missionaries of 
Charity Roman Catholic religious order. She said she accepted the election as 
the will of God. It is expected that a four-member council will be delegated 
much responsibility for day-to-day operations. The 103-member’ electoral 
college of the order could not agree on a successor to her. 


David Tapi Nkwe, 54, a former director of Department of Mission and 
Evangelism of the South Afican Council of Churches, is the first bishop of the 
new Anglican Diocese of Klerksdorp (South Africa). Most recently, he has been 
vicar general of the Diocese of Johannesburg. 


Award-winning gospel singer Shirley Caesar, 51, is the new pastor of Ja 
Pentecostal congregation in Raleigh (North Carolina/USA). SNe 78. ot 
accepting a salary to work at the 60-member congregation. 


The Theological Community of Mexico has a new rector and a new dean, Alfred 
Tepox Varela and Robert Hoeferkamp' respectively. They succeed Moises 
Mendez and Jean Pierre Bastian respectively. 


Two Chinese Roman Catholic leaders, Peter Liu Guandon, a diocesan bishop, 
and Xu Zhemin, a diocesan vicar general, have reportedly been sentenced to 
three years in a labour camp after being accused of organizing and 
participating in illegal activities. 


Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev has ordered a ‘thorough investigation’ into 
the axe murder of Alexander Menn, a prominent Soviet Eastern Orthodox priest. 


Jane Carey Peck, a noted US Methodist ethicist and social activist died of 
cancer in Boston 10 September. She was 58. 


Richard John Neuhaus, a prominent US Lutheran pastor, author, and social 
commentator, formally became a Roman Catholic 8 September. While expressing 
deep gratitude for many aspects of his former tradition, he described his new 
tradition as ‘the fullest and most rightly ordered reality' in Christianity. 
He expects to become a Roman Catholic priest. [more] 


doings/2 


Dana Nemcova is the recipient of the 1990 Peace Award by the Roman Catholic 
peace movement, Pax Christi. Once a spokesperson for the Czechoslovak human- 
rights movement Charter 77, she is now a member of the post-communist 
Czechoslovak parliament. 


Inter L902; Augustin B. (Jun) Vencer is to succeed David Howard as 
international director of the Singapore-based World Evangelical Fellowship. 
Howard has had the job since 1982. 


Lutheran theologian Wu Ming-Chien died 9 September in Hong Kong. He was 
ie In 1981, he retired after 16 years as president of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Hong Kong. 


The new Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland has six presidents: Irish 
Anglican Bishop John Neill, English Anglican Archbishop Robert Runcie, 
English Roman Catholic Archbishop Basil Cardinal Hume, Quaker Christine 
Davis, Olu Abiola of the Council of African and Afro-Caribbean Churches, 
and Dafydd Owen of the Presbyterian Church in Wales. 


The Irish School of Ecumenics has a new director, Alan Falconer, a minister 
of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland. He has been on the staff of the school 
Since 1974, and its dean of studies since 1987. 


Ming Li, a Chinese pro-democracy activist now living outside China, has 
converted to Christianity and has announced plans for a new organization to 
evangelize Chinese living in the United States. 


Pavel Uhorsky, 71, is the new general bishop for Slovak Lutherans in 
Czechoslovakia. He received 441 of 476 valid votes from the 327 Slovak 
congregations. He succeeds Jan Michalko, 78, who retired earlier this year, 
after complaints he was too cooperative with the former communist government. 
Uhorsky spent several years in prison in the 1950s, and after his release was 
prevented from serving as a pastor. 


Udo Petersoo is the new archbishop of the Toronto-based Estonian Lutheran 
Church in Exile. He succeeds the retiring Konrad Veem. Gunnar Staalsett, 
general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, has declined a nomination 
as Church of Norway bishop of Nidaros. He cited unfinished tasks in his 
current job, which he began in 1985. 


Ronald Diggs, Lutheran bishop of Liberia, is vice-president in the interim 
Liberian government set up in September. 


Indian Lutheran pastor C.S.R. Topmer is one of three people charged with the 
murder of the former president of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Martin Tele, who died in June while visiting Calcutta. His death was first 
reported as heart failure. 


Moon Ik-Hwan, a 71-year-old ordained minister and South Korean unification 
activist, was released from prison 20 October, after his sentence for 
violating South Korean laws on contacts with North Korea was suspended. 


Alyson Barnett-Cowan, a priest and educator, is the new ecumenical assistant 
to the general secretary of the Anglican Church of Canada. 


William Carpe, a pastor of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is the 
new editor of Ecumenical Trends, a monthly publication of the US-based, [Roman 
Catholic] Graymoor Ecumenical Institute. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.12.14 is the 14th item 
appearing in December 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and: pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 
79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 
Indian. EPS is to appear 42 times in 1990. The next EPS deadlines are 
Mondays at 0800 GMT through 17 December, and on 14 and 21 January. 


The following is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
Situation report (#4, 24 October) on rural rehabilitation in Uganda. 
Situation report (#4, 18 October) on relief/rehabilitation in Mozambique. 
Situation report (#2, 2 October) on the crisis in the Middle East. 
Situation report (#7, 4 October) on floods in Bangladesh. 


In EPS 90.11.38, the family name of the PCC general secretary should be 
written Motu'ahala. 


An audio cassette featuring songs for worship at the upcoming WCC assembly 
is available for 12.50 Swiss francs, 8.50 US dollars, or 5.25 UK pounds from 
WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Asian Ecumenical News Service, a project of the communications desk of the 
Christian Conference of Asia, with the cooperation of the Union of Cathoilic 
Asian News, has begun sending dispatches on an interim basis, pending 
appointment of a full-time editor. More information is available from 4/F, 57 
Peking Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. 


REKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKRKRKKREK 


EPS coverage of the WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February: 
EPS is to be posted two or three times weekly in February. 


To arrange coverage by fax, e-mail, or telex, or for coverage focusing on a 
particular region, church tradition, or subject, inform EPS before Christmas. 


For those planning to cover the assembly in person, information is available 
from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Background resources in connection with the assembly include a special issue 
(August/September) of the WCC magazine One World, reviewing major WCC events 
and trends in the period since the Sixth Assembly in 1983, and a new book, 
Introducing the World Council of Churches. Both are available from WCC 
Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. For each of 1-10 copies, the 
Magazine costs 5 Swiss, 3.95 US, or 1.95 UK. The book costs 15 Swiss, 9.95 
US, or 5.95 UK. 
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ECUMENICAL TEAM URGES RENEWED CONFIDENCE IN RULE OF LAW IN PERU 


At the end of its visit to Peru (14-25 October), a nine-person ecumenical team 
called on the government there to ‘re-establish confidence in the rule of law' 
and 'take the required measures to bring peace to the country, respecting the 
unrestricted exercise of the human rights of the Peruvian population.' The 
team was sponsored by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches at the 
invitation of the National Coordinating Committee of Human Rights of Peru. 


The delegation urged a 'fluid and Systematic exchange' between state 
authorities and the committee; it listed the work of the committee as a ‘sign 
of hope' it found on its visit. Other Signs it cited were popular groups 
which have developed ‘their own strategies of survival faced with hunger and 
unemployment,’ Peruvian women who seek truth and justice, church work as 
‘agents of solidarity and promoters of peace,’ and some in authority who ‘seek 
to open spaces of communication and coordination with the vital forces of the 
country.' 


The group urged that military authority be subordinated to civil authority, 
including in parts of Peru where the government has declared a state of 
emergency in response to anti-government forces such as Shining Path. 


It also recommended that ‘witnesses and relatives of victims of violations of 
human rights' be ‘effectively protected,' urged ‘special praority ¢f..ito¢ the 
defense of human rights,' and called for a visit to Peru under the umbrella of 
the Inter American Commission of Human Rights, and for the appointment of a UN 
‘special rapporteur' on Peru. 


In general, the team said, the current situation in Peru is marked by ‘severe 
violence' and ‘deep economic, social, and institutional crisis.' Condemning 
‘terrorist acts' by anti-government groups, it said the government response to 
them has had an ‘extremely high cost in grave violations of human rights.' 


On the last day of its visit, the team met for 90 minutes with Peru President 
Alberto Fujimori. Expressing concern about what it judged to be ‘the critical 
and worsening human-rights situation,' it gave him information about the cases 
of eight people detained or made to disappear since he was inaugurated in July. 


The delegation reported that Fujimori agreed to personally investigate the 
cases. It pressed him to appoint a special commissioner for human rights with 
powers to receive directly complaints of human-rights violations, and to begin 
immediate investigations of such cases. 


The ecumenical team was made up of academic and former Canadian government 
minister Iona Victoria Campagnolo, Japanese Kyodan (United) pastor and Diet 
(lower house of parliament) member Ruichi Doi, French Roman Catholic Bishop 
André Fauchet, Guatemalan Mennonite Pastor Gilberto Flores, United Church of 
Canada Moderator Sang Chul Lee, German development specialist Thomas Loeb, 
Spanish Supreme Court magistrate José Antonio Martin Pallin, retired US 
mission executive Newton Thurber, and Andean regional secretary Rolando 
Villena of the Latin American Council of Churches. 


Accompanying them were Charles Harper and Muriel Julliard from the WCC Human 
Rights Resources Office for Latin America; William Fairbairn, executive 
director of the Canadian Interchurch Committee for Human Rights in Latin 
America; and Coletta Ann Youngers, an associate in the Washington Office on 
Latin America. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH REPS IN HISTORIC CONFERENCE 


(This item is based on material prepared in advance of the conference by the 
South African Council of Churches. ] 


About 250 representatives of virtually all the denominations in South Africa 
assembled this month in Rustenburg in an effort to reconcile long-standing 
theological and political differences, and to consider ‘united Christian 
witness in a changing South Africa.' 


Besides denominations which are full members of the South African Council of 
Churches, also represented were white Reformed, Roman Catholic, African 
Independent, Conservative Evangelical, and Pentecostal bodies. 


Major issues included ‘coming to grips with the reality of the South African 
Situation,' the current situation of the various parts of the church, 
church-state relations, and ‘prophetic repentance, reconciliation, renewal, 
and witness.' 


Observed South African Council of Churches General Secretary Frank Chikane: 
‘Should this conference be successful, the whole scene of ecumenical relations 
in South Africa will change dramatically. This will in turn impact on the 
whole of international ecumenical relations.' 


In a letter to overseas partners, conference coordinators said its ‘principle 
purpose’ is to 'find consensus among the churches about the common task and 
challenge of the church in our country at a time when momentous changes are 
underway.' ; 


At the end of last year, South African President F.W. de Klerk invited church 
representatives to meet with him to address issues related to the future of 
the country, noting especially a possible church role in creating a climate 


for negotiations and reconciliation. He also called on the church to 
‘continue, within the framework of its boundaries and calling, to involve 
itself in the creation of a Christian and just new South Africa.' Last 


February, he appointed retired scientist Louw Alberts to continue the process. 


However, at the end of March, leaders of the SACC denominations decided that 
before any dialogue with the state, an intra-church dialogue, under church 
auspices, was necessary. The gathering in Rustenburg is a result. Alberts 
and Chikane co-chaired the preparatory committee. 


The meeting comes almost 30 years after the December 1960 consultation in 
Cottesloe, near Johannesburg, to discuss the South African church response to 
apartheid (race separation). It was presided over by Moderator Franklin Clark 
Fry of the World Council of Churches, with the late WCC General Secretary W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft among those who attended. 


The Cottesloe criticism of apartheid was rejected by the white Reformed 
denominations (NGK, NHK), which withdrew their WCC memberships, and by the 
white political leadership of the day. 


The preparatory material for the Rustenburg conference observes that the 
‘divisions and fragmentation of the church in South Africa’ are ‘mainly due to 
apartheid. Racism has been responsible for the division even within the same 
denomination. It also determined the basis. for association with other 
churches.' [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION ON DEBT CRISIS CALLS FOR ETHIC ON LOANS 


An ecumenical consultation on the debt crisis and its effect on human rights 
in Africa (in Maseru, Lesotho, 26-30 September) has called for an 
‘international ethic of lending and borrowing' for both lenders and borrowers. 


Outlining the effects of the debt crisis in Africa, the consultation 
declaration likens it to a low-intensity war bringing death, hunger, 
malnutrition, sickness, unemployment, homelessness, and loss of dignity and 
personal worth to millions of Africans. 


It notes that more people in Africa may be non-literate and unskilled than was 
the case at the beginning of the 1960s. 


As other effects of the debt crisis, it notes the widening gap between rich 
and poor, the high rate of child malnutrition, low birth weights, and the 
prevalence of deaths caused by preventable diseases. 


Another effect, it says, is the lowering of the living standards and 
well-being of hundreds of Africans, leading to the breakdown of the social 
fabric and the emergence of corruption and injustice. 


The declaration cites mismanagement of national resources, including loans 
which were contracted at high interest rates, and the imposition of foreign 
development models and plans on Africans as other effects. 


It notes an abdication of responsibility by the church in training and 
teaching true religion and morality, and challenges the church in the North to 
advocate a just international financial, monetary, and economic order. 


The declaration recommends an open system of accounting and auditing, and 
calls for projects which benefit people. 


It urges the church to conduct sermons and teachings on the debt crisis and 
_ Make the issue a priority on the church agenda. 


Other recommendations call for loans for non-political purposes, non-linkage 
of loans to the self-interest of the lender (such as obtaining capital goods 
from the lending country or non-investment in security and the military). 


The declaration calls for all member churches of the Nairobi-based All Africa 
Conference of Churches to take the debt crisis as a serious issue of 
discussion at seminars and meetings. (The meeting was held under AACC 
auspices.) 


It also calls for the preparation of a policy paper on the crisis for church 
discussion, a theology and social doctrine on the debt, human rights, and 
economic and social justice in Africa. 


AACC is urged to call for genuine democratization of the political Systems in 
Africa, reconciliation, peace, justice, and an end to all wars. 


African governments are urged to note events in eastern Europe, and the 
increased unity of the 12 countries of the European Community from 1992, and 
to prepare the people of Africa for self-reliance, economic integration, and 
greater political.cooperation. [EPS] 
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SUDAN: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL APPEALS ON DISPLACED PEOPLE 


The Sudan Council of Churches has appealed on behalf of displaced people from 
southern Sundan who are in Khartoum and other cities in the north. SCC sent 
its appeal to Sudanese President Omer Hassan Ahmed El Beshir, and to SPLA 
Chairman John Garang, leader of the forces fighting the government in the 
southern part of the country. 


The SCC appeal says displaced people are ‘no longer able to withstand the 
hardship’ resulting from ‘famine, starvation, and hunger.' It says that 
because ration cards are issued by house, the estimated 1.5 million displaced 
people in the Khartoum area are not included, because they live in group 
settlements, not houses. Their displacement, it notes, is a result of 
drought, flood, and civil war. 


To respond to their situation, the council urges that the displaced people be 
encouraged to return to the south, and that their safety and livelihood there 
be guaranteed by both sides in the conflict. To allow them to be resettled 
before the rainy season begins next May or June, it urges a three-month 
ceasefire in the civil war, from the beginning of next February. 


The council says the purpose of its appeal is humanitarian. "We should not 
let people die of hunger when they can, given necessary assistance, produce 
their own food in their villages with dignity.' 


The population of Sudan is about 28 million, about 10 percent Christian, 
mostly in the south. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.57 
KUWAIT: IRAQI TROOPS LEAVE KUWAITI CHURCH 


According to a member of the Kuwait Evangelical [Reformed] Church who left 
Kuwait in the middle of last month, Iraqi troops, who were ransacking KEC 
clergy residences, withdrew when they came upon the KEC Bible Resource Centre, 
which is filled with Bibles and religious literature. 


Since the troops left, worship is being conducted twice a week by one of the 
18 expatriate congregations which normally use KEC facilities. About 50 of 
its members have decided to remain in Kuwait, which Iraq invaded in early 
August, ‘until God tells them to leave.' 


They are reportedly maintaining prayer meetings and outreach programmes, 
including distribution of Bibles and _ other religious literature from 
resource-centre supplies. 


Attendance at the Syrian Orthodox congregation in Kuwait has reportedly 
dropped to virtually nothing, according to its vicar, Abraham Ipe Mangat. He 
left Kuwait for his native India in mid-September, reporting great ‘panic and 
tension' in Kuwait at the time. 


In Bahrain, another Gulf state with a _ small, mostly expatriate Christian 
population, pupils at the Anglican and Pentecostal schools raised the 
equivalent of about 2000 US dollars to help refugees from Kuwait and Iraq. 
According to reports from Baghdad, attendance at the expatriate Anglican 
church there has ‘greatly increased' recently. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: JEWS REACT TO ANGLICAN CONDEMNATION OF SHOOTING OF PALESTINIANS 


South African Anglican condemnation of the shooting of 21 Palestinian 
protesters by Israeli security forces in Jerusalem last month has prompted 
South African Jewish criticism. 


The Anglican synod passed a resolution condemning the shooting deaths and 
criticising Israeli refusal to cooperate with a UN fact-finding team. Local 
Jewish leaders accused the synod of anti-Semitism. 


In an open letter to the synod, the Israeli ambassador to South Africa, Zvi 
Gov-Ari, said ‘selecting one target for criticism, and at the same time a 
wrong target, is definitely not in keeping with moral standards.' 


The South African Zionist Federation called it ‘unbelievable, that a synod, 
representing such a large and influential denomination in South Africa, should 
become party to the practice of one-sided propaganda. ' 


The media secretary for Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
replied that the synod position reflected that of Anglicanism internationally. 


The African National Congress also condemned the shooting, accusing Israel of 
continuing ‘to slaughter hundreds of Palestinian women and children without 
any regard to international appeals' for a negotiated settlement. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.59 
ITALY: REFORMED, METHODISTS, BAPTISTS MOVING TOWARD MORE COOPERATION 


A joint meeting of the Italian Reformed (Waldensian)-Methodist synod and the 
Italian Baptist assembly took place in Rome at the beginning of the month (1-4 
November). 


It was to consider four areas of increased cooperation - reciprocal 
recognition of congregations, ministers, and members; local cooperation; 
joint evangelism efforts; and a joint weekly paper. 


The joint gathering follows a long period of cooperation and joint meetings 
and study. 


About half of the congregations of the three traditions replied to a 
preparatory document, and all but two Baptist congregations expressed support 
for the proposals. 


One area of notable difference is baptism, with Baptists restricting it to 
those who make a profession of faith for themselves. However, that was not 
thought to be a reason to keep the three traditions from closer cooperation. 


One congregational response on this issue summed up that of many others: ‘It 
is necessary for all of us to confess that for the moment there is no common 
understanding on the issue of baptism. It is far better to admit it than to 
try to find a compromise which would leave everyone dissatisfied.’ 


Italian Waldensians and Methodists have had a joint synod for some years, 
though distinctive church identities and international links have been 
maintained. Italy is overwhelmingly Roman Catholic. [EPS] 
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MALAYSIA: FUNDAMENTALISM SAID TO THREATEN INTERFAITH DIALOGUE 
The rise of fundamentalism has affected interfaith dialogue in Malaysia, 
reports Asian Ecumenical News Service. Chandra Muzaffar, head of Aliran 
Kesedaran Negera, a multi-religious organization attempting to bring people of 
different faiths together to look at common challenges, says ‘conservative, 
ritualistic, dogmatic approaches to religion are a great threat to any 
society, and they are particularly dangerous in a multi-religious society like 
Malaysia.’ He says fundamentalism is making inroads in Malaysia among 
Muslims, Hindus, Christians, and Sikhs. Interfaith dialogue is being 
disrupted and sustained contacts are becoming more difficult, he said. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.61 
HONG KONG: CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE SAYS CITIZENS WORRIED ABOUT FUTURE AFTER 1997 
The Hong Kong Christian Institute says people there are worried about their 
future after the British colony reverts to China in 1997. Institute Director 
Kwok Nai Wang says people have become somewhat 'numb' about it. ‘Furthermore, 
most Hong Kong people have long discovered there is little or nothing they can 
do \gaboutweit:' The institute is involved in research, publication, and 
education to prepare Hong Kong people for an uncertain future. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.62 

TAIWAN: RELIGIOUS LEADERS QUESTION NEW 'LOVING HEARTS' LOTTERY 

Religious leaders in Taiwan have questioned the ethical value of a new "Loving 
Hearts' lottery set up by government to fund social welfare programmes and to 
provide the handicapped with means to make a living. First tickets went on 
Sale 18 September. When the second batch came out in mid-October, ticket 
peddlers camped for three days at the central bank office hoping to buy some 
to resell at a profit. Christian and Buddhist leaders are now criticising the 
lottery and discouraging people from taking part in it. Says General 
Secretary K.S. Yang of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, ‘It is hypocritical 
to claim that the money raised from it is to help the poor of society because 
we all know the majority of people who play are themselves poor.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.63 
INDIA: CHRISTIANS CALL FOR RELIGIOUS HARMONY 
Expressing its anguish at actions leading to communal conflict, an interfaith 
meeting organized by the Forum of All-India Christian Organizations has 
appealed to people to work for peace, justice, and dignity for all sections of 
society, particularly the oppressed and the minorities. [EPS] 
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BULGARIA: PRESIDENT ZHELEV URGES REHABILITATION OF CONVICTED CHRISTIANS 

Keston News Service reports that Bulgarian President Zhelyu Zhelev has written 
to the chairman of the Bulgarian Supreme Court asking it to legally 
rehabilitate people unjustly sentenced under the former government. A report 
from the Bulgarian news agency specifically mentioned evangelical pastors and 
Roman Catholic priests among them. Zhelev said in his letter that while he 
has the constitutional power to reprieve people, 'I consider ... that from a 
moral and legal point of view, they should be rehabilitated through a court of 
law.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.65 
SOVIET UNION: CHAPEL TO BE BUILT AT EXECUTION SITE OF LAST TSAR 
The authorities have given some land to the Eastern Orthodox diocese of 
Sverdlovsk for the building of a chapel on the site of the house in which the 
last tsar, Nicholas II, and his family. were executed by communist 
revolutionaries in 1918. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: TWO REFORMED DENOMINATIONS UNITE 
The synods of two South African Reformed denominations - the Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church (NGSK) and the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa (NGKA) - voted 
overwhelmingly (4 October) to unite as the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern 
Africa. NGSK membership is mainly ‘coloured' (mixed race) while NGKA is 
mainly black, in terms of official South African race classifications. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.67 

USA: CONSERVATIVE ANGLICAN LEADERS MEET TO PLAN FOR 1991 CONVENTION 

Nearly 200 conservative Episcopal (Anglican) church leaders met in Washington 
to explore ways to fight what they consider liberalism in US Anglicanism, 
especially at the next Episcopal General Convention, in mid-1991. 
Representatives from the Prayer Book Society, Episcopalians United, and the 
Episcopal Synod of America agreed to work together to oppose the ordination of 
homosexuals and the blessing of same-sex unions. They also agreed to oppose 
language which removes masculine references to God in the Bible or the 
liturgy, and to support biblical authority as a more fundamental basis for 
Christian doctrine than tradition, reason, or experience. Clarence Haden, a 
retired Episcopal bishop and patron of the Prayer Book Society, Says the 
meeting agreed that many statements from Episcopal headquarters in New York 
are ‘not scripturally derived.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.68 

VATICAN CONSIDERING WHAT TO DO WITH SECRETLY ORDAINED PRIESTS, BISHOPS 

The Vatican is considering cases of hundreds of priests and a small number of 
bishops secretly ordained in Czechoslovakia during the 40 years of communist 
rule there [EPS 90.09.53]. Reportedly, some are married; some reports say 
women are among those ordained. Because of restrictions at home, some 
Czechoslovak priests trained in former East Germany and took up secular jobs 
when they returned, because they could not obtain the government license then 
necessary to exercise a ministry. The Roman Catholic bishops in 
Czechoslovakia are now appealing to all such clergy to declare themselves. 
Those who are married have reportedly been offered to the eastern-rite Roman 
Catholic diocese of Presov (where married priests are allowed), although its 
_ bishop is said to have expressed reservations about accepting them. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.69 

VATICAN CRITICISES SYRIA FOR OUSTING AOUN 

In an editorial (14 October), the official Vatican newspaper Osservatore 
Romano criticised Syria for its involvement in the ousting of the Christian 
general, Michel Aoun, from his Beirut stronghold. It said ‘the use of 
military force to resolve a delicate problem of internal politics is always 
regrettable.' It added that ‘this is even more the case when another state 
becomes involved in the military situation.' It expressed the hope that the 
‘martyred country' of Lebanon will soon achieve a peace in which the 
aspirations of all people are taken into account. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.70 

REQUEST FOR MARRIED BISHOPS GOES TO ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 

The Clergy-Laity Congress of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, one of the main jurisdictions of the Istanbul-based [Eastern 
Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate, has ‘respectfully referred' to the bishops 
of the patriarchate a proposal to allow married priests to be bishops. 
Currently, the Orthodox episcopate is open only to unmarried men (including 
widowers). It is generally thought that to avoid schism, such a change would 
have to be made at a pan-Orthodox level, even though individual churches might 
technically have the right to introduce this change of discipline. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 90.11.71 
WORLD BAPTIST OFFICIAL SENDS APPEALS TO ROMANIAN, INDIAN GOVERNMENTS 
General Secretary Denton Lotz of the Baptist World Alliance has sent separate 
letters to government officials in Romania and India. In a letter to 
Romanian Deputy Prime Minister Ion Aurel Stoica, Lotz asked permission for 
Romanian Baptists to establish at least two orphanages, to care for abandoned 
or mentally or physically impaired children. The poor care given such 
children has been widely publicized as one of the scandals of the former 
government, which was overthrown last December. In a letter to Indian Labour 
and Welfare Minister Ram Vilas Pawsan, Lotz urged that the same social and 
economic benefits given to low-caste Hindus also be available to low-caste 
Christians. Lotz urged that the rights be extended to ‘all minorities and all 
in need.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.72 

MEXICO: METHODISTS APPEAL AGAINST ATTACKS 

Leaders of the Methodist Church of Mexico have appealed to the World Methodist 
Council to help it respond to Roman Catholic attacks against minority 
Christian traditions in the country. Mexican Methodist Bishop Ulises 
Hernandez says acts of violence and persecution have increased as part of a 
Roman Catholic campaign against ‘sects and cults' which does not distinguish 
them from historic Christian groups. WMC General Secretary Joe Hale says the 
council may raise the issue with Vatican representatives. ‘The situation in 
Mexico can hurt what we have done in the dialogues,' he observes. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.73 

ADVENTIST WOMEN REPORTED REJECTING 'SECOND-CLASS CITIZENSHIP’ 

US-based Religious News Service reports that some Adventist women in the 
United States are acting against what they consider their ‘second-class 
citizenship’ in their denomination. Their activities follow rejection earlier 
this year by the global Seventh-day Adventist Conference of a proposal to 
allow women to be ordained. Support for the ordination of women comes 
principally from US Adventists. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.74 
SCOTLAND: FREE CHURCH PROTEST ON SUNDAY FERRIES 
A committee of the Free [Reformed] Church in Scotland has called on a ferry 
company to reconsider its plans to introduce Sunday service linking an island 
in the Outer Hebrides with the Scottish mainland. The committee Says the 
plans offend the beliefs and customs of people on the island, many of whom 
belong to the the small denomination. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.75 

METHODISTS HONOUR GORBACHEV FOR PEACE 

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev has accepted the annual World Methodist 
Peace Award (WMPA) from the World Methodist Council. The WMC officers voted 
27 September to offer the award to the Soviet leader. Word that he would 
‘gladly accept' it came 29 October. According to the council, Gorbachev has 
shown creativity, courage, and consistency in recent years in promoting 
peace. WMC President Lawi Imathiu, presiding bishop of the Methodist Church 
in Kenya, said that ‘for 40 years, the world has been covered with a cloud of 
fear. Many have suffered in prison, and even died. President Gorbachev, 
together with others, has been used by God to remove this cloud.' The first 
WMPA was given in 1977. All previous award winners have been Methodists, 
except the late Egyptian President Anwar Sadat (winner in 1978) and former US 
President Jimmy Carter (1985). The time and place of the award presentation 
was still being considered at the end of October. [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL COUNCIL FORMED FOR SPLA-CONTROLLED PART OF SUDAN 

The New Sudan Council of Churches has. been established by Christian 
jurisdictions in parts of Sudan controlled by the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army. Prime movers in forming the council include the Roman Catholic bishop 
of Torit and the Anglican bishop of Bor. Its membership also includes 
Presbyterian and Africa Inland jurisdictions. NSCC officials deny Sudan 
central government government charges that NSCC is Supporting SPLA. The 
Khartoum-based Sudan Council of Churches has not been able to function in 
SPLA-controlled areas. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.77 

ROMANIAN & HUNGARIAN CHURCH LEADERS MEET ON DIALOGUE AND RECONCILIATION 

Nine Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, Reformed, and Eastern Orthodox leaders from 
Hungary and Romania accepted an invitation by the presidium of the Conference 
of European Churches to meet in Novi-Sad (Yugoslavia, 5-6 November) to 
‘initiate ... a new process of dialogue and reconciliation in the framework of 
our fellowship.' Hungarian-Romanian church relations were strained in the 
late 1980s over the issue of ethnic Hungarians in Romania. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.78 

UKRAINE: TENSIONS OVER 'MOTHER CHURCH' BETWEEN TWO ORTHODOX GROUPS 

The Swiss church news agency Apic reports ‘high tension' between autocephalous 
(independent) Eastern Orthodox in the Ukraine, and those in the orbit of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. One issue is control of the llth-century Saint 
Sophia cathedral in Kiev, regarded as the ‘mother church' of Eastern Orthodox 
congregations in the Ukraine and Russia. It has now reverted to church 
control, after having been a museum for several decades. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.79 

SWITZERLAND: NEGATIVE ECUMENICAL REACTION TO LABOUR-LAW CHANGE 

The conference of Roman Catholic bishops of Switzerland, and the council of 
the Federation of Protestant [Reformed, Methodist] Churches of Switzerland, 
have reacted negatively to a Swiss government proposal to increase the number 
of foreigners allowed to work in Switzerland for short periods of time. (That 
means they are denied some social and political rights given those allowed to 
come to work in Switzerland longer.) The ecumenical critique Says the decision 
was taken only for economic reasons, and that it ‘ignores what is required for 
a better social integration of foreigners and refugees.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.80 

NAMIBIA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL CAUTIONS ON APPOINTMENT OF ARMY COMMANDER 

The Council of Churches in Namibia has urged the government to 'shelve' plans 
to name the former head of the Swapo security forces, Solomon Hawala, to 
command the Namibian army. CCN urged delay at least till the public knows 
results of investigations by an all-party parliamentary committee looking into 
allegations that Swapo detained and tortured more than 1100 people while it 
was fighting South African rule in Namibia, which became independent last 
March. Many former Swapo detainees say Hawala was among those mainly to blame 
for inhuman conditions in Swapo detention centres in southern Angola. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.81 
USA: JOINT RC-ANGLICAN-LUTHERAN WORSHIP, OUTREACH EFFORTS 
Lutheran, Anglican, and Roman Catholic leaders in the US state of Virginia 
have endorsed a ‘call to covenant' committing their congregations to joint 
worship and outreach programmes. It was prepared in connection with a meeting 
to ‘illuminate, celebrate, and advance the cause of Christian unity' among the 
the three traditions in the state. [EPS] 
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SPAIN: RC BISHOPS PROTEST GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN ON CONDOMS 

Vicente Agustin Garcia-Gasco, the auxiliary bishop of Madrid who is general 
secretary of the conference of Spanish Roman Catholic bishops, last month 
criticized as ‘manifestly immoral' and ‘materialist and atheist' a new 
government campaign which advises the use of condoms as a way to avoid 
unwanted pregnancies and the disease Aids. Most people in Spain are counted 
as Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.83 

SWITZERLAND: SURVEY SUGGESTS ‘A LA CARTE' CHRISTIANITY 

A new study of religious identity in Switzerland, ‘Confessional Plurality, 
Diffuse Religiosity, Cultural Identity,' suggests that while institutional 
religion continues to play a significant role in Switzerland, most believers 
pick and choose elements of their religious faith, not following fully or 
strictly what a particular religious tradition proposes. The study was a 
joint effort of the Swiss Reformed social ethics institute, and of the Swiss 
Roman Catholic pastoral sociology institute. (Most Swiss are counted as 
Christians, almost all Reformed or Roman Catholics, in roughly equal numbers.) 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.11.84 

EVANGELICALS DEBATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

A private ‘Salt and Light Consultation' of 75 people in Oxford (England) at 
the end of September addressed disagreements among evangelicals over 
approaches to social action, according to a report from the Singapore-based 
World Evangelical Fellowship. WEF says the two days of discussion and debate 
were ‘sometimes heated.' In the end, participants joined in a three-point 
affirmation - that social and political action is an implication of Christian 
faith, that there are often conflicting approaches among evangelicals in 
attempting to carry out the will of Christ, and that evangelicals should try. 
to help each other examine and explore differing evangelical viewpoints. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.11.85 

BISHOPS SAID TO BE IN THE 'EYE OF MINISTERIAL HURRICANE' FOR USA LUTHERANS 
Reporting to a meeting of bishops and similar church leaders from the United 
States and Canada, Paul Nelson, director of a study of ministry now underway 
in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, said 'bishops are in the eye of 
a ministerial hurricane.' Nelson, a pastor, said open hearings conducted as 
part of the study brought forth a ‘blizzard of contradictory comments' about 
bishops. Some wanted to increase bishops' authority; others wanted to make 
sure they cannot interfere in congregational life. Some wanted bishops to be 
authoritative teachers, while others deplored that idea. Some wanted bishops 
to be more pastoral; others wanted them to be great disciplinarians. Some 
wanted bishops with more management skills; others deplored suggestions that 
bishops are primarily administrators. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.86 

USA: ECUMENICAL BLAST AT CHANGE OF FILM RATING DESIGNATION 

In a joint appeal to the Motion Picture Association of America, the [US] 
National Council of Churches and the US Catholic Conference have protested a 
decision to replace the 'X' category in the voluntary US movie rating system 
with 'NC-17.' In either case, people under 18 are not supposed to be admitted 
to the movies. The ecumenical appeal said that by changing the designation, 
MPAA ‘caved in to the commercial interests of those who are attempting to get 
sexually exploitative material into general theatrical release.' [EPS] 
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RWANDA: PENTECOSTALS OUTLINE 'REAL SITUATION' THERE 

In a letter sent to fellow Pentecostals in Sweden, Switzerland, France, Zaire, 
Burundi, Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania (22 October), the Association of 
Pentecostal Churches of Rwanda (AEPR) outlines the ‘real Situation’ there in 
the wake of armed intervention by Rwandese and others crossing into the 
country from neighboring Uganda. Associating itself with an earlier letter 
from the Protestant Council of Rwanda, AEPR says enemies of the country are 
using the ‘international media’ to spread lies about Rwanda. It also notes 
that the fighting in the country has resulted in displaced people who urgently 
need assistance. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.88 

ASIAN ECUMENICAL LEADER RELEASED FROM PRISON 

Chang Yoon-Jae, one of the presidents of the Christian Conference of Asia, and 
an officer of the Ecumenical Youth Council of Korea, was released from 
detention in South Korea (28 September) with a suspended sentence. He was 
arrested 9 July when returning from the Philippines, where he had worked since 
1989 in the CCA youth programme. He was charged under the South Korean 
National Security Law with encouraging and praising an enemy organisation (a 
reference to North Korea). The charges stemmed from his translation of 
information sent from the World Council of Churches to the 13th World Festival 
of Youth and Students, which met in North Korea in July 1989. At his first 
trial session (7 September), he denied being either a communist or a spy. 
"I've only tried to live according to the teachings of the Bible.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.89 
GERMANY: SECRET PARTY REPORT JUDGES CHURCH LEADERS 
An official of the Christian Democratic Party of German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, has acknowledged the existence of a confidential party report on church 
leaders in former East Germany. The report was revealed by the East German 
church newspaper Die Kirche. Among others, it describes United Bishop 
Christoph Demke of Magdeburg as 'a man of the centre-left who tries to accent 
the social profile of the church in connection with the working class.' 
United Dean Heino Falcke of Erfurt is said to be a ‘spokesperson for leftist 
apologists who try to justify a reformed socialism.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.90 

USA: EASTERN ORTHODOX, ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS IN JOINT MARRIAGE STATEMENT 
Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic bishops in the United States have issued a 
joint statement affirming many shared beliefs of the two traditions about 
Marriage, but also noting differences on issues such as divorce and 
remarriage. The bishops suggested that material be published outlining the 
common teachings of the two traditions on marriage, family life, and the 
spiritual formation of children. They also suggested that when an Eastern 
Orthodox marries a Roman Catholic, only one liturgical ceremony take place - 
that of the tradition of the officiating priest. A priest of the other 
tradition would also take part. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.91 
IS DISNEYLAND A RELIGION? 
Christopher and Debra Parr, doctoral candidates from Boston University (USA), 
Say Disneyland functions as a ‘modern pilgrimage site,' though it has no 
overtly religious symbols in it. They note that Disneyland is ‘walled off 
from the profane, an island of harmony, order, peace.’ They... esay oiits 
‘distinctly religious message ... is that the future will bring happiness.' 
They also note that like every religion, Disneyland has representations of sin 
and evil, though at Disneyland they do not pose a great threat. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: Christians in Iraq 


[Ghassan Rubeiz is secretary for the Middle East in the Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World Council of Churches. ] 


Arab Christians in Iraq are a visible minority in what is a mostly-Muslim 
society. About half a million of the 18 million Iragis are Christians. On 
the whole, they are present in all segments of society. They have adequate 
access to jobs, social status, and political office. (The current foreign 
minister, Tarik Aziz, is of Christian background. ) 


With minor exceptions, Christians are not in conflict with the Iraqi state, 
which is officially secular. Government restrictions on church activity are 
those which exist in Iraqi society generally, and are not applied in 
particular to church people or institutions as such. 


About 60 percent of the Christian community are Assyrian/Chaldean Christians. 
Those in communion with Rome form the Chaldean Catholic Church. The others 
form the independent Assyrian Church of the East. 


Assyrian/Chaldean Christians came to have a separate church existence after 
the Council of Ephesus (431), whose doctrinal decisions they did not accept. 
The larger portion of the community accepted papal primacy in the 16th century. 


As the biggest part of the Christian community, the Chaldean Catholic Church 
enjoys a special status. Its Vatican connection, which it does not overplay, 
has broadened and deepened its mission, monastic life, and education efforts. 
The head of the community is the patriarch of Babylon, based in Baghdad. He 
is currently Raphael Bidawid, 68. 


There are about 300 000 Chaldean Catholics in Iraq, about a hundred priests, 
and about 30 institutions, including monasteries and one seminary. Except for 
Basra and Baghdad, Chaldean Catholics live mostly in the north. 


Ethnically and theologically, the Chaldean Catholics are very similar to 
another eastern-rite Roman Catholic community - the Maronite Church of 
Lebanon. However, relationships between the two are weak. 


The membership of the Church of the East in Iraq is about 80 000. There is a 
large community overseas, notably in the United States. 


The two main groups of Oriental Orthodox in Iraq are the Armenians (about 20 
000) and the Syrians (about 30 000). 


Most of the Armenian Orthodox live in Baghdad. They are active economically, 
and form a close-knit ethnic community. 


The Syrian Orthodox include a large number of professionals, and people in 
government service. The government has invested heavily in renovating one of 
their historic monasteries, Deir Mar Matta. 


Other Christian traditions present in Iraq in small numbers include Eastern 
Orthodox (Greek), Reformed (Evangelical), Adventist, western-rite Roman 
Catholics, and Oriental Orthodox from Egypt (Copts). [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 90.12.14 is the 14th item 
appearing in December 1990. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 
79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 
Indian. EPS is to appear 42 times in 1990. The next EPS deadlines are 
Mondays at 0800 GMT through 17 December, and on 14 and 21 January. 


The following is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
Situation report (#1, 5 October) on recent cyclones in the Pacific. 


Available from WCC/PCR, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, are staff reports on two 
meetings in Norway last August - the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of 
Indigenous People and_ the Second International Indigenous Women's 
Conference. 


Asian Ecumenical News Service, a project of the communications desk of the 
Christian Conference of Asia, with the cooperation of the Union of Cathoilic 
Asian News, has begun sending dispatches on an interim basis, pending 
appointment of a full-time editor. More information is available from 4/F, 57 
Peking Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. 


KHKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKEKKKKKKKIKKKEKEKE 


_ EPS coverage of the WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February: 
EPS is to be posted two or three times weekly in February. 


To arrange coverage by fax, e-mail, or telex, or for coverage focusing on a 
particular region, church tradition, or subject, inform EPS before Christmas. 


For those planning to cover the assembly in person, information is available 
from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Background resources in connection with the assembly include a special issue 
(August/September) of the WCC magazine One World, reviewing major WCC events 
and trends in the period since the Sixth Assembly in 1983, and a new book, 
Introducing the World Council of Churches. Both are available from WCC 
Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. For each of 1-10 copies, the 
magazine costs 5 Swiss, 3.95 US, or 1.95 UK. The book costs 15 Swiss, 9.95 
US, or 5.95 UK. 
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SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH REPS CONFESS ROLE IN APARTHEID 


At the close of a special national conference to consider the role of the 
church in the future South Africa [90.11.54], more than 300 representatives of 
more than 100 denominations and other church organizations joined in a 
declaration to ‘confess our own sin and acknowledge our heretical part in the 
policy of apartheid which has led to such extreme suffering.’ 


The conference included people from almost all parts of the church in South 
Africa, including the NGK, the white Reformed denomination which has in the 
past offered spiritual support to apartheid policies of the government. An 
estimated 90 percent of government cabinet ministers are NGK members. In a 
press statement, the NGK distanced itself from some of the ‘political trends' 
in the text, such as the endorsement of the one-person-one-vote principle for 
elections. 


In the declaration, conference participants confessed that in different ways, 
they practised, supported, permitted, or refused to resist apartheid, and in 
some cases misused the Bible to justify apartheid, leading many to believe 
that it had the sanction of God. 


They said those who perpetuated apartheid and benefited from it are guilty of 
a colonial arrogance toward black culture, and have allowed state institutions 
Bomego — Our Sinning for’) us.’ Victims of apartheid acknowledged ‘our own 
contribution to the failure' of the church. 


The participants called for an end to racial disparities in clergy pay, the 
deployment of clergy without regard to colour or social status, and an end to 
all discrimination within the church on the basis of sex or race. They 
expressed appreciation to the political leaders for the progress made so far 
to address the political situation in the country, and appealed for urgent 
negotiations for a new order. 


They reaffirmed that after decades of oppression, the removal of 
discriminatory laws will have to be accompanied by acts of restitution in 
health care, psychological healing, education, housing, employment, economic 
infrastructure, and land ownership. They also reaffirmed that the church has 
in the past often forfeited ‘our right' to address the state by ‘our own 
complicity’ in racism, economic and other injustice, and the denial of human 
rights. 


Participants agreed to commit themselves to the struggle for a just, 
democratic, mnon-racial and non-sexist South Africa, pledged their highest 
loyalty as Christians to God, and asked for separation of church and state, 
and for freedom to believe, practice, and propagate religion, and to associate. 


The participants also called for inclusion in the new South African 
constitution of the value of human life, the exclusion of racial, sex, class, 
and religious discrimination, and a strong bill of rights. They called for 
the mobilization of church agencies to collect evidence about violence, and to 
condemn those who cause it. 


As a step toward restitution, the church was called on to examine its land 
ownership, and to work for the return to its owners of all land taken when 
communities were forcibly relocated. Churches which own schools were urged to 
review their policies so as to make the schools accessible to. the 
underprivileged. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.94 
ECUMENICAL GRANTS TO COMBAT RACISM ANNOUNCED 


The World Council of Churches has announced (29 November) a total of 549 000 
US dollars in grants to 69 groups from its Special Fund to Combat Racism. 


About two-fifths of the amount - 235,000 -— go to two South African groups 
opposing apartheid in South Africa - the African National Congress and the Pan 
Africanist Congress of Azania. Both have received WCC anti-racism grants for 
several years. 


The rest of the money goes to groups in 21 countries; 18 are receiving their 
first grants. 


The first fund grants were made in 1970. Money for the fund comes. from 
designated contributions by WCC members, congregations, ecumenical councils, 
church agencies, anti-racism groups, and governments. Grants in a given year 
total approximately what is contributed for the fund in that year. 


Grants for the previous three years were 539 000 US dollars (1987), 635 000 
(1988), and 635 000 (1989). Including this year, the total amount of grants 
since 1970 is 9 265 000 US dollars, a yearly average of 441 000. 


The criteria for grants [EPS 85.09.65] specify that the money is for 
"humanitarian activities' such as social, health, educational, and legal-aid 
activities of groups with purposes ‘not -.. "in conflict with? the ’eeneran 
purpose of the WCC.' 


The new grants were approved in September by the WCC Executive Committee. 


The following are first-time recipients (with grants in US dollars in 
parentheses), Dalit Liberation Education Trust (10,000), India; Cordillera 
People's Alliance (6000) Philippines; Uniting Aboriginal & Islander 
Christian Congress (3000), Australia; Awaroa Ki Manuka (6000), Aotearoa New 
Zealand. 


Also, Black (Afro) German Women (5000), Germany ; Romani Federacja (Ethnic 
Federation of Romanies) (10,000), Romania. 


Also African Women's Welfare Association (6000), Association of Black Clergy 
(10,000), Refugee Forum (4000), Newham Monitoring Project (3000), and 
Transport Workers Legal Action Committee (7000), all in the United Kingdom. 


Also, Coletivo de Mulheres Negras da Baixada Santista (5000), Gremio 
Recreativo de Artes Negras (5000), both of Brazil; Asociacién para la 
Investigacioén y Desarrollo de las Civilizaciones Afro Negras (5000), Peru. 


Also Black Consciousness Movement (5000) and Gathering of the Peoples Group 
(6000), both in the United States; Lelio Basso International Foundation for 
the Rights and Liberation of Peoples (3000), Italy; Anti-Racist Centre 
(3000), Norway; and Pax Christi (3000), Canada. [EPS] 
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SINGAPORE: CHRISTIAN GROUPS WARN ON RELIGIOUS HARMONY BILL 


Notwithstanding opposition from Christian and other sources, the Singapore 
Parliament passed the Maintenance of Religious Harmony Bill (9 November). 


The bill provides for fines of up to the equivalent of about 10 000 US 
dollars, and prison terms of up to two years, for those who heighten 
inter-religious tension; incite others to defy, challenge, or actively oppose 
government policies; or promote subversion. 


In separate statements to a parliamentary committee, before the bill was 
passed, two major Christian bodies in Singapore - the National Council of 
Churches and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese - expressed strong reservations 
about it. 


The council - which includes Anglican, Methodist, Lutheran, Salvation Army, 
Independent (Mar Thoma) and Oriental Orthodox membership - described its 
reservations as 'numerous and far reaching.' 


In a written submission signed by NCC General Secretary P.S. George, the 
council said the bill fails to 'make the vital distinction between partisan 
politics in its narrow sense, which should be taboo, and the wider meaning 
which includes social and moral issues.' 


It objected that the bill does not define clearly the types of politics not 
allowed to religious groups, and suggested that such ambiguity could be used 
by the government in an arbitrary way. 


It described existing laws - including the Sedition Act and the Security Act - 
as sufficient to keep public order. 


It also proposed that the private Inter-Religious Organisation - which 
includes Christians, Hindus, Sikhs, Zoroastrians, Muslims, Jews, and Buddhists 
in Singapore - be given a bigger role in promoting religious harmony. 


The council said it ‘would be happy to support a bill if it were to promote 
religious harmony rather than negatively penalising or disciplining an alleged 
offender.' 


In his comments, Roman Catholic Archbishop Gregory Yong asked whether a priest 
would violate the law by preaching on subjects such as_ the teaching of 
religious knowledge in schools, organ transplants, euthanasia, or compulsory 
sterilisation. 


He also suggested that the law could be used to keep religious groups from 
promoting a cause simply because a political party also backed it. 


The southeast Asian city state of Singapore has a population of about 2.7 
million. 


According to the 1990 Britannica World Data, the religious affiliation of the 
population is Buddhist, 28.3 percent; Christian 18.7; non-religious, 17.6; 
Muslim, 16.0; Taoist, 13.4; Hindu 4.9; and other 1.1. [EPS] 
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CYPRUS: ARCHBISHOP DENOUNCES 'BARBARIC' TURKISH ACTS 


In a letter to World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro, 
Eastern Orthodox Archbishop Chrysostomos of Cyprus has denounced ‘'new 
barbaric, sacrilegious, and provocative acts of the Turkish invaders of our 
island, directed against our Christian religion and our cultural inheritance.' 


Chrysostomos says the Turks, who control the northern 40 percent of Cyprus, 
have acted to 'pillage, destroy, and demolish' a 14th-century church in 
Avghasidha - 'still another abomination in a whole series of acts of sacrilege 
and devastation' by Turkish troops in the northern part of Cyprus. 


The population of the whole island of Cyprus is about 750 000, about three 
quarters of it ethnic Greek and Christian, most of the rest ethnic Turk and 
Muslim. De facto, there are two states on Cyprus, the Republic of Cyprus and 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. The latter has international 
recognition only from the Turkish government. Turkish troops intervened in 
Cyprus in July 1974, on grounds that the well being of the ethnic Turkish 
minority was being threatened by the ethnic Greek majority. 


The archbishop speaks of ‘systematic destruction and obliteration of every 
Hellenic and Christian monument' in the Turkish part. He urges Castro to 
"take all those measures which are necessary, both for the preservation and 
Salvage of the holy churches and other places of worship, and monuments of the 
cultural creation of our people ... and for the withdrawal of the Turkish 
invader's troops and settlers from Cyprus as well as for the restoration of 
freedom and justice’ there. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.97 
BRITISH CHURCH PEOPLE DEBATE WHETHER WAR IN GULF WOULD BE JUSTIFIED 


A large part of Christianity holds that there are certain criteria by which 
wars may be judged as justified as a lesser evil. But whether those criteria 
would justify war against Iraq because of its invasion of Kuwait is something 
British church leaders disagree about. 


After two Anglican theologians, Rowan Williams and Philip Crowe, said such a 
war could not be justified, Anglican Bishop Richard Harries of Oxford said it 
could be, on grounds that all peaceful means of resolving the conflict had 
been tried and exhausted. That prompted another English Anglican bishop, 
Stanley Booth-Clibborn of Manchester, to say such a war would fail the 
justification test because it would unleash more evil than it would prevent. 


Scottish Roman Catholic Archbishop Thomas Winning of Glasgow opines that war 
in the Gulf in the current circumstances would be "morally indefensible.' But 
English Roman Catholic Archbishop Basil Cardinal Hume of Westminster says a 
Gulf war might be justified morally if it were "truly the last resort,' and if 
there were ‘a real prospect not only of achieving the just objectives sought 
by the use of limited military force, but also of not causing in the process 
physical and political damage out of all proportion to the original injustice.' 


Meanwhile, Scottish church leaders have sent a joint letter to UK Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd expressing ‘complete opposition' to unilateral military 
action in the Gulf by the United Kingdom or the United States. It was signed 
by Scottish Reformed, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, and Quaker leaders. 
[EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


i EPS 90.11.98 
TWO ASIAN LUTHERAN BODIES CRITICAL OF USA PARTNER 


Leaders of the Lutheran Church in the Philippines and the Gutnius Lutheran 
Church [in Papua New Guinea] have issued Separate statements critical of the 
relationship each has with its US partner, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 


Last March, LCP announced a break in its LCMS relationships. Now, the LCP 
leadership says LCMS has violated LCP "spiritual aspirations' to self-reliance, 
integrity, autonomy, and sovereignty. It says LCMS is trying to 'Americanize 
and LCMS-ise the Philippine church.' It asks if LCMS officials agree with the 
assessment of a pro-LCMS LCP pastor, José Fliga, dean of the LCP seminary, 
that LCP is ‘veering toward Lutheran churches in Europe whose theology and 
practice are not genuinely Lutheran.' 


GLC sent a petition signed by its six bishops, six members of its council, and 
its general secretary, calling for a ‘more fraternal and meaningful' LCMS 


relationship. It says LCMS missionaries have acted "without honest 
consultation and authority,' making GLC colleagues feel like ‘second-class 
Christians.' It speaks of '‘unchristian and unethical interference' in GLC 


affairs, says a 'Missouri kingdom' is being built, charges that official 
communications are maliciously 'short circuited and disregarded,' and says 
LCMS has forced GLC to become a ‘begging church. ' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.99 
BAHRAIN: CHURCH BODIES ASKED TO RE-REGISTER 


The eight church bodies in the mostly-Muslim Gulf state of Bahrain have been 
asked to re-register by the end of this month with the government Directorate 
of Social Affairs. Jamil al Jishi, head of the directorate, has told church 
representatives the government ‘shall be happy' if the church bodies "continue 
their active role in the community and join the mainstream. ' 


The re-registered parishes will have to submit copies of financial statements 
if their annual budget exceeds 20 000 dinars. Banks have been told by the 
directorate not to send church contributions overseas unless the directorate 
approves the transfer, but Jishi has indicated he will honor all such overseas 
donations submitted for approval. (Several parishes raise the equivalent of 
tens of thousands of dollars each year for local and overseas charities.) 


It is not compulsory to re-register. Those who do can continue activities 
like ‘charity bazaars, cultural programs, raffles, public meetings, and 
community projects,' Jishi says. Those who do not must ‘confine their 
activities only to worshipping.' Compared to its neighbors, Bahrain is 
relatively permissive in allowing Christian worship, education, and social 
work; many church leaders enjoy good relations with the ruling family. 


The eight registered parishes are United (Church of South India), 
fundamentalist (Church of Philadelphia), Indian Independent (Mar Thoma), 
Reformed (National Evangelical), Roman Catholic, Anglican, and two Oriental 
Orthodox (of different jurisdictions). Only the Anglican, Evangelical, and 
Roman Catholic parishes have their own buildings, on land donated by the 
ruling family generations ago. Jishi said the more than 50. other 
congregations which use the Evangelical and Anglican facilities would not be 
registered. He advised them to ‘affiliate' with one of the eight, though it 
is not clear that all the 50-plus congregations can find a willing 'sponsor' 
among the eight. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.100 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS INCREASE UKRAINIAN CHURCH AUTONOMY 


The bishops of the Russian’ [Eastern] Orthodox Church have. granted 
‘independence and self government' to ROC dioceses in the Soviet Ukraine 
(together called the Ukrainian Orthodox Church). Some months ago, the bishops 
increased UOC autonomy. The new steps go further, and are to be submitted to 
the next session of the ROC Local Council for approval and possible changes. 


The move comes as some ROC parishes and members in the Ukraine are leaving to 
join either the Ukrainian Catholic Church (in communion with the pope, it 
preserves Eastern Orthodox worship forms and social customs) or the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church (which has declared full church independence). 


ROC Patriarch Alexei went to Kiev to present the confirming documents to UOC 
Metropolitan Filaret in the historic St Sophia cathedral, until recently a 
museum. However, UAOC followers turned out to protest what they interpreted 
as turning the cathedral over to the Russians. 


The Ukrainian nationalist movement Rukh blasted the ROC action as against 
Ukrainian ‘national sovereignty’. Two Rukh members of the Ukrainian 
parliament lay down before the patriarch's car in protest, and UAOC members 
formed a human barrier to try to keep the car out of the cathedral square. 


Under the new arrangements, the UOC head is referred to as ‘his beatitude, 
metropolitan of Kiev and all the Ukraine,' and is no longer an ‘'exarch' 
(representative) of the ROC patriarch. After UOC bishops elect the UOC 
metropolitan, the ROC patriarch is to bless him. He remains a permanent 
member of the ROC Holy Synod (executive committee of bishops). Also, UOC 
bishops may choose new UOC bishops, and establish or abolish UOC dioceses, 
without getting church permission from any other source. 


In Eastern Orthodoxy, there are various degrees of church independence. 
"Autocephalous' churches choose their own head without approval from any other 
church body. "Autonomous' churches are Slightly less independent, as the 
choice of their head bishop needs to be ratified by another church body. 


The new UOC-ROC relationship resembles that involving the Church of Crete 
(part of Greece) and the Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate. ltesie 
sometimes referred to as "semi-autonomy.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.101 
ECUMENICAL TEAM TO SRI LANKA 
In response to church requests there, the World Council of Churches arranged 
for a six-person ecumenical team to visit Sri Lanka (16-26 November), where 
inter-ethnic violence has continued for some time. The visit is 'mainly 
pastoral’, but team members will ‘also be seeking to identify ways in which 
Processes for peaceful settlement of the conflict can be promoted.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.102 
ZAMBIA: CHRISTIAN POLL SHOWS JESUS NUMBER FIVE IN POPULARITY 
An opinion poll conducted by the Times of Zambia newspaper put Jesus Christ at 
number five in popularity among the country's Christians. The late reggae 
singer Bob Marley led the list, followed by South African leader Nelson 
Mandela. Muhammed Ali, former world heavyweight champion, came third, 
followed by Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.103 

BRITISH SURVEY SHOWS DAILIES COVER RELIGION LESS 

A new survey of national newspapers in Britain shows that overall coverage of 
religion has declined by a quarter since 1969. Then, space in popular papers 
given to horoscopes and to religion was about equal. Now, horoscopes are 
given half again as much space as religion. The survey, by Robin Gill of the 
Religious Studies Department at Newcastle University, also showed that 
coverage of religion is now slightly less hostile than it was in 1969. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.104 
GERMANY: STASI BUGGED CONFESSIONALS 
According to Emil Paetzold, a senior Berlin police officer who is looking into 
activities of the Stasi, the former East German security police, the Stasi 
installed listening devices in the small booths where people in Roman Catholic 
churches can go to confess sins to a priest. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.105 
SWEDEN JUDGED WRONG TO FORCE FINN TO PAY CHURCH TAX 
The European Court of Human Rights ruled (23 October) that forcing a Finn 
living in Sweden to pay church taxes to support the [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden violated his rights. The Finn had to pay 3065 Swedish kronor in the 
course of the four years he was there. The court, in Strasbourg (France) 
awarded him 88 200 kronor for damages and expenses. [EPS] 


; EPS 90.11.106 
USSR: INTERFAITH MEETING ON ECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS IN SIBERIAN CITIES 
Representatives of about a dozen Christian traditions in the Omsk region of 
Siberia, plus representatives from other religions, have been invited to a 
one-day round table meeting on ecological problems in Siberian cities at the 
end of the month (30 November). [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.107 
USSR: EASTERN ORTHODOX-LUTHERAN PROJECT FOR MENTALLY HANDICAPPED 
The Eastern Orthodox and Lutheran communities in the Omsk region of Siberia 
are planning to jointly construct a rehabilitation centre for mentally 
_handicapped children. It is to include an ecumenical chapel. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.108 

ITALY: ECUMENICAL COMMISSION WARNS ON MAFIA 

A statement by several church leaders associated with the Federation On 
Evangelical Churches in Italy (FCEI) has warned that the Mafia has 'become so 
alarming as to jeopardize democratic life in large areas of the COUNEryssr1t 
adds that Mafia activities put at risk 'the liberty and rights of millions of 
people.' Among those signing the statement were Baptists, Methodists, and 
Adventists. They said they must speak out because many of their congregations 
are in areas under Mafia control. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.109 

ITALY: BAPTISTS SUFFER TWO LOSSES 

Italian Baptists suffered two major material losses last month. On 2 October, 
people with presumed links to the Mafia set fire to a cooperative printing 
works at Altamura Baptist Church. During the night of 21-22 October, thieves 
stole video recording equipment estimated at 180 million Italian lira from the 
Italian Baptist Audio-Visual Production Service (SPAV) in Rome. Meanwhile, 
World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro sent a letter (2 
November) expressing ‘deep concern' about the attacks. He said the ecumenical 
body stands ‘in solidarity and prayer with you' against the forces 'that try 
to put down and eliminate the voice of truth and justice.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.110 

LUTHER GETS CREDIT 

A Lutheran parish in Washington has received a form letter from Chevy Chase 
credit-card company addressed to the 16th-century German church reformer 
Martin Luther. The letter says Luther is ‘in a unique and distinguished 
group’ with ‘exceptional financial credentials,' and an ‘outstanding credit 
background. ' Luther would ‘appreciate a credit line designed to provide 
uncommon spending flexibility.' The signer of the letter, a Chevy Chase vice 
president, looks forward to Luther's reply ‘at your. earliest possible 
convenience,' and promises to ‘recognize and respect your expectations' and to 
"meet and exceed them all.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.111 

CONGO: CHURCH REPS CALL FOR NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Leaders of the four members - Roman Catholic, Reformed (Evangelical), 
Independent (Kimbanguist), and Salvation Army - of the Congo Ecumenical 
Council have called for a national conference, instead of a planned special 
congress of the Congolese Labor Party (PCT). In power since 1969, PCT 
recently renounced its Marxist-Leninist ideology and its assured leading role 
in society. PCT also called for a multi-party system at some unspecified 
future date. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.112 

STUDY RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT CASH GIFTS TO METHODIST BISHOPS 

Religious News Service says questions are being raised about large gifts given 
in recent years to honor retiring or transferring United Methodist bishops. A 
Study coordinated by B. Maurice Ritchie, an associate dean at Duke Divinity 
School (in the US state of North Carolina) found that at least 235 000 US 
dollars in cash gifts had been given since 1984 to 16 UM bishops. In 
addition, automobiles worth up to 20 000 were given in three cases. Observes 
the study: 'Our outstanding ecclesial leaders no longer serve the church in 
penury. Modern salaries and pension benefits for outstanding clergy officials 


--. provide an adequate ... income for the retiring bishops. ... Is it time we 
took a critical look at an ancient practice ... [of] making conference-wide 
solicitations for personal cash gifts for our retiring bishops?' Leroy 


Hodapp, president of the UM Council of Bishops, said large cash presents are 
‘not the best way' to honor bishops. It would be better, he said, to 
establish service or mission projects in the name of the bishop. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.113 
EUROPE: METHODISTS CONSIDER CLOSER LINKS 
A meeting is projected for next year to consider ways to link the Methodist 
jurisdictions in Europe. Besides the British and Irish conferences, there are 
four European conferences of the US-based United Methodist Church, plus other 
European Methodist groups linked to European and Irish Methodism. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.114 

ECUMENICAL YOUTH OFFICIAL DENIED ENTRY INTO TAIWAN 

Nelun Gunasekera, youth secretary of the Christian Conference of Asia, was 
denied entry into Taiwan where she was to give a keynote speech at an 
international youth mission workshop. Although she had a valid visa for 
Taiwan, she was put on the next plane back to Hong Kong by immigration 
officials at Chiang Kai-shek International Airport. Upon checking with 
government officials, workshop organizers were told that Gunasekera had in the 
past criticized the government of Taiwan. The workshop was attended by 20 
youth leaders. Among other subjects, they discussed environmental protection, 
liberation theology, and the international women's movement. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.1115 

BULGARIA: SIX EASTERN ORTHODOX METROPOLITANS REPENT 

Six metropolitans of the Bulgarian [Eastern] Orthodox Church have made a 
public statement of repentance for their passivity and compromises during the 
period of communist rule in Bulgaria. The text was signed by Metropolitans 
Pimen of Nevrokop, Stefan of Veliki Trnovo, Pankraty of Stara Zagora, Kalinik 
of Vratsa, Dometian of Vidin, and Kiril of Varna. The six also said that 
their condemnation in March 1988 of Christophore Sabev, a Bulgarian Orthodox 
priest who co-founded the Committee for the Defense of the Rights of Believers 
in Bulgaria, was unjust. Sabev described the statement from the metropolitans 
as a real surprise. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.1116 
GREECE: THEOLOGIANS MEET ON ROLE OF ORTHODOX IN A UNITED EUROPE 
The Pan-Hellenic Theology Association held its seventh congress last month in 
Athens. Its theme was ‘Orthodoxy in a united Europe.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.117 

ENGLISH, NORDIC, BALTIC CHURCH REPS HOLD SECOND PLENARY 

Representatives of eight national churches - from England, the five Nordic 
countries, and Latvia and Estonia - held their second plenary meeting, in 
London (18-24 September). The Church of England is Anglican, the rest Lutheran. 
The church representatives discussed an interim draft of a common statement. 
The next plenary, next September, probably in Denmark, is to work further on 
the text, which is to include a substantial section on bishops. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.118 

VATICAN QUESTIONS US BISHOPS' MEETING WITH MARRIED PRIESTS 

Antonio Cardinal Innocenti, head of the Vatican Congregation for the Clergy, 
has asked US Roman Catholic Bishop Donald Wuerl of Pittsburgh to explain a 
meeting he and other US bishops had with representatives of a group of Roman 
Catholic priests who have married, and who are thus not allowed to function as 
Roman Catholic priests. Wuerl heads the Committee on Priestly Life and 
Ministry of the [US] National Conference of Catholic Bishops. The New York 
Times reported that Wuerl replied respectfully, but said, in effect, that in 
the United States, ‘if people want to talk, we don't ignore them.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.119 
HONG KONG: CHRISTIANS DEPLORE JAPAN ACTION 
Twenty-six Christian groups in Hong Kong have condemned Japan for infringing 
Chinese sovereignty over the Diaoyutai islands. The Japanese government sent 
troops (24 October) to stop fishing vessels from Taiwan from landing there. 
In a petition to the Japanese consulate in Hong Kong, the groups demanded 
removal of all Japanese planes and coast guard boats from the islands. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.120 
NEW LAW CODE INTRODUCED FOR THE EASTERN-RITE CATHOLICS 
The new code of canon law for Eastern-rite Roman Catholics has been made 
public, thus completing the revised body of Roman Catholic church law. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.121 

ECUMENICAL TEAM ON LIBERIA REPORTS FINDINGS 

At the end of its week-long visit to Sierra Leone, Guinea, and Ivory Coast 
(which border war-torn Liberia), 25-31 October, a 13-person ecumenical team 
has recommended a week of prayer for Liberia (25-31 December) and urged 
Christians to exert pressure on their governments to bring peace to Liberia. 
It also recommends the promotion of self-reliance, skills training, and 
counselling for refugees. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.122 
CHINA: FIRST CHURCH PRINTING PRESS SET UP BY CATHOLICS 
The Catholic Diocese of Shanghai opened (30 October) the first church printing 
press in China in forty years. Bishop Aloysius Jin Luxian said though the 
opening ceremony was a simple one, 'its meaning is a significant one' because 
it will serve the church which is striving for internal and universal unity. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.11.123 

USA: EVANGELICAL LEADERS FEEL PRESIDENT HAS 'BETRAYED' THEM 

A group of 18 evangelical leaders met US President George Bush (30 October) to 
express their discontent over his handling of a number of issues. They 
accused him of ‘betraying' them. They are especially unhappy about the 
presence of a gay-rights activist at the signing ceremonies of two bills by 
the president, his oppositon to content restrictions in federal funding of the 
arts, and what they describe as his foot-dragging and 'tokenism' on abortion, 
and lack of evangelical representation on White House staff. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.124 

USA: INTERFAITH CLERGY CALL FOR LEGALIZATION OF DRUGS 

An interfaith group of Christian and Jewish clergy has called for the 
decriminalization of drugs, and described US government efforts to stop drug 
abuse as a disaster that has done more harm than good. In a statement, 
"Reason, Compassion and the Drug War: A Statement by Religious Men and 
Women', the Religious Coalition for a Moral Drug Policy says the ‘war on 
drugs' is ‘really a war on the people and one which we cannot support.' It 
accuses the government of promoting 'virtue at point of a gun' and suggests 
that legalizing drugs would eliminate drug-related crime and violence. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.125 

KENYA: CHURCH, STATE WRANGLE OVER DESTRUCTION OF HAWKER KIOSKS 

Government action to destroy kiosks owned by self-employed street hawkers and 
peddlers around Nairobi has drawn church criticism. The government says the 
hawkers are working in collusion with dissidents planning to topple President 
Daniel arap Moi. The Presbyterian moderator of Tumu Tumu, Timothy Njoya, and 
the provost of the Anglican cathedral in Nairobi say the government action 
will contribute to escalating unemployment. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.126 

JAPAN: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL OPPOSES SENDING OF TROOPS TO GULF 

The National Christian Council of Japan has written a letter to Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu urging his government not to send troops to the (Persian) Gulf 
as this would ‘endanger the future of Japan and the world.' They called on 
him to observe the post-World War constitution which renounces war and the 
threat or use of force as a means of settling international disputes. 
Instead, they recommended that Japan should develop 'peaceful diplomacy' to 
‘contribute to the building of peace in the world.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.127 

CUBA: LUTHERANS ORDAIN FIRST PASTORS, PRESIDENT 

The newly-legalized Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Cuba has 
ordained its first pastors, including its president (4 November). Declared an 
‘official church' last May, it is an outgrowth of mission work begun in Cuba 
in 1911 by the US-based Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, which withdrew in the 
1960s after the Cuban revolution. Its buildings were confiscated by the 
communist government, but now authorities acknowledge church ownership of the 
facilities and is considering what to do with them. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.128 

NAMIBIA: CHURCH LEADERS CALL FOR RETURN OF WALVIS BAY BY SOUTH AFRICA 

Church leaders in Namibia have written to President F.W. de Klerk of South 
Africa, raising the issue of the return to Namibia of the enclave of Walvis 
Bay. When Namibia got its independence from South Africa earlier this year, 
South Africa retained control of the deep-water port in the middle of the 
Namibian coastline. Namibia controls no comparable port. The leaders say 
continued South African control of Walvis Bay is ‘outdated and unjust,' and 
not compatible with ‘internationally accepted standards of de-colonization.' 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.11.129 

SOUTH AFRICA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL SAYS GOVERNMENT INDIFFERENT TO MURDER BID 

The South African Council of Churches is accusing the South African government 
of an apparent lack of interest in pursuing allegations that the head of a 
South African military hit squad offered an ex-convict 20 000 South African 
rands to kill Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu and SACC General Secretary 
Frank Chikane. The allegation that Eddie Webb, head of the Civil Cooperation 
Bureau — an arm of the South African Defence Force - tried to take out a 
contract on the church leaders was made in a sworn statement to a judicial 
commission investigating the bureau. Ex-convict Hendrik Martinus Thiart told 
the commission he had only recently established the identity of the man who 
offered him the money to murder the church leaders after seeing his picture in 
a newspaper. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.130 

SOVIET UNION: ORTHODOX LEADER ADDRESSES TRADE UNION CONGRESS 

For the first time, a church leader has addressed a meeting of the Soviet 
Trade Union Congress. Eastern Orthodox Archbishop Kyrill of Smolensk and 
Kaliningrad spoke (23 October) on the first day of the congress meeting. Last 
September, the Soviet parliament passed legislation [EPS.90.10.05] ending the 
policy of atheist education and abolished state control of religious 
institutions. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.131 

_ CHURCH OFFICIALS WELCOME US SENATE DECISION TO SLASH AID TO EL SALVADOR 

Roman Catholic officials praised a 74-25 US Senate vote to slash military aid 
to El Salvador by 50 percent for fiscal year 1991. The senators approved an 
amendment to a foreign-aid bill (19 October) to withhold 42.5 million of 85 
million US dollars in military aid to El Salvador. In El Salvador, Auxiliary 
Bishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez of San Salvador said the action opens 
possibilities of peace in the war-torn country. Robert Hennemeyer, an 
official of the US Catholic Conference, said the US bishops support the Senate 
action because it urges both the US-backed Salvadoran military and the 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front, which has been fighting the 
military for more than a decade, to continue peace negotiations. [EPS] 


| EPS 90.11.132 
MALAYSIA: RELIGIOUS LEADERS CRITICIZE 'POLITICIZED' RELIGION 
Leaders of the four main minority religions in mostly-Muslim Malaysia 
criticised what they saw as the politicization of religion during the run up 
to the general elections last month (20-21 October). The Malaysian 
Consultative Council on Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, and Sikhism 
denounced (19 October) the use of religious issues in political campaigns and 
called for peace and unity. The Christian Federation of Malaysia issued its 
own statement (20 October), condemning the ‘deliberate introduction of 
sensitive religious and communal elements into the camapign.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.133 
ECUTEXT: Declaration of the National Conference of Churches in South Africa 


[This is excerpted from a text by a special conference which met this month to 
consider the role of the church in the future South Africa (EPS 90:711593)<] 


yew as We meet at a time of transition in our country. We thank God that 
we are already in a period of gestation with the hope of a democratic, 
peaceful and just dispensation emerging for our nation. 


Le. We believe, however, that we stand on the threshold of new things. 
There appears to be the possibility of a new dispensation and the promise of 
reconciliation between South Africans as some of our black and white leaders 
prepare to negotiate together for a new and liberated nation of equity and 
justicewnes 


252 As representatives of the Christian church in South Africa, we confess 
our own sin, and acknowledge our heretical part in the policy of apartheid 
which has led to such extreme suffering for so many in our land. We denounce 
apartheid, in its intention, its implementation and its consequences, as an 
evil pahicy: Ree 


2.5 We therefore confess that we have in different ways practised, 
Supported, permitted, or refused to resist apartheid. 


2a. Some of us actively misused the Bible to justify apartheid, leading 
many to believe that it had the sanction of God. ... 


25.2 Some of us ignored apartheid's evil, spiritualizing the Gospel by 
preaching the sufficiency of individual salvation without social 
transformation and adopted an allegedly neutral stance which in fact was 
complicity with apartheid. We were often silent when our sisters and 
brothers were suffering persecution. 


2 See Some churches failed to give effective support to courageous 
individuals at the forefront of protest against evil. We spoke out for 
justice, but our own church structures continued to oppress.- 4.8% 


2.6 Those of us who have perpetuated and benefited from apartheid are guilty 
of a colonial arrogance toward black culture. We have allowed state 
institutions to do our sinning for us and have insulated ourselves from the 
pain, of black*Christidans. <v% 


2007 Those of us who are the victims of apartheid acknowledge our own 
contribution to the failure of the church and we responded with timidity and 
fear, failing to challenge our oppression. ... 


300 To political leaders, we express appreciation for the progress made thus 
far and we address an appeal that you meet urgently to negotiate a new and 
just order for our country. ... 


4.2.2 We therefore commit ourselves to the struggle for a just, democratic, 
non-racial and non-sexist South Africa so that our witness may carry greater 
credibility when we address church-state relations in the new dispensation. 


423 Our highest loyalty as Christians is always to God. We therefore ask 
for the separation of church and State, the necessity for the freedom to 
believe, practise and propagate religion, and freedom of association. [EPS] 
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Norway: Lutheran synod says female bishops would ‘enrich' church 
USA: Gulf, Liberia, abuse, new leadership on ecumenical agenda 
Russian Orthodox bishops appeal against exile church 

Ecumenical support for 'Long Geng 14' expressed 

USA: references to religion in school texts create controversy 
Namibia: ecumenical consultation discusses reconciliation 
Quakers reaffirm Kenya as meeting place 


USA: church leaders issue Gulf warnings 

Panama situation said not to have improved 

South Africa: ecumenical body deplores power, water cuts 
Baptists in Spain and Mexico join in evangelism 

South Africa: white Reformed open pastoral office to women 
Interfaith meeting on Holy Land 

Orthodox mark life, death of first Estonian president 


USA: religious network competition noted 

Denmark: new Bible translation delayed 

Denmark: bishops join rabbi in Rushdie appeal 

Denmark: mission societies increase cooperation 

Iran: Adventists to house victims of earthquake 
Norwegian ecumenical leader critical of pope 

Tokés accuses Romanian government of ‘dictatorial methods' 


Vietnam: government agrees to let Vatican team in 

Church alternatives to Halloween urged 

Tanzania: ecumenical meeting discusses rural development 

Eastern Orthodox preparatory commission meets 

China: two bishops, 13 priests reported arrested for Vatican links 
Mexico: church commission calls for textbook revisions 

Brazil: missionaries join in fast for Indians 


Sweden: bishops get no automatic voting rights in synod 

Sweden: diaconate ‘milestone’ seen 

Third ecumenical meeting on Korean reunification set 

USA: Pentecostal denomination allows women assume pastoral duties 
Methodists debate whether an office in New York is a mission symbol 
Ecumenical material aid totalled US$ 134.6 million in 1989 

Romania: evangelicals form alliance, present demands to president 
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Publication of Seek, the monthly newspaper for the [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Southern Africa, has stopped because of ‘financial difficulties 
within the province and a number of dioceses.' == In EPS 90.08.36, note that 
the name of the denomination is Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, and that 
the name change requires additional action by the next PNCZ General Assembly, 
in November 1991, before it can take effect. 


Cassettes of the Christmas message of WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro [EPS 
90.09.63] are available in English, French, German, Spanish, and Italian from 
WCC/Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. == The following are available 
from WCC/CWME, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: The October issue of International 
Review of Mission (theme: Spirit and Mission: Reconciling Communities), and 
People of God: (The) Church?, reflections by urban rural mission people. 


The September/October review of emergency cases is available from WCC/ 


CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. == An ecumenical review of activity and 
policies of Norwegian Church Aid is available from Kirkens Nbdhjelp, 
Postboks 5868 Hegdehaugen, N-0308 Oslo 3. == A copy of an open letter to WCC 


General Secretary Emilio Castro from ‘a group of friends' of the council is 
available from Paul Abrecht (retired director of the WCC Sub-Unit on Church 
and Society), 4 rue du Mont-Blanc, 1201 Geneva. It expresses concerns about 
Several aspects of social ethics in WCC and wider ecumenical contexts, and 
about the role of ecumenical agencies, and the authority of ecumenical 
Statements. == Texts of presentations to the National Conference of Church 
Leaders in South Africa are available from the NCCLSA Co-ordinating Office, 
Box 79331, Senderwood 2145. 


RRKKKKKKKKRKKKEKHKKKKKK KKK KKK KKK KK KEK IK REKEKEK 


Coverage of the WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February 


EPS is to be posted three times weekly during the assembly. Please make 
requests for coverage by fax, e-mail, or telex, or for coverage focusing on 
a particular region, church tradition, or subject before 5 January. For 
those planning to cover the assembly in person, information is available 
from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Assembly background material includes a special issue of the WCC Magazine 
One World, reviewing major WCC events/trends since the Sixth Assembly in 
1983, and a new book, Introducing the World Council of Churches. Both are 
available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. The magazine 
costs 5 Swiss, 3.95 US, or 1.95 UK. The book is 15 Swiss, 9.95 US, or 5.95 UK. 


The EPS address between 22 January and 22 February is: EPS, WCC Seventh 
Assembly, GPO Box 1566, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia. The general numbers for 
the assembly during that period are 61-6/249.6556 (phone) and 61-6/249.5655 
(fax). (Phone, fax, and e-mail numbers direct to EPS will be published as 
soon as we know them.) 
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| EPS 90.11.134 
NORWAY: LUTHERAN SYNOD SAYS FEMALE BISHOPS WOULD 'ENRICH' CHURCH 


The General Synod of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) says female bishops 
would ‘enrich' the denomination, to which about 90 percent of the people of 
Norway belong. The synod statement came after what the NK information service 
described as a 'tense debate' on NK participation in the international 
Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women. 


The first ordinations of NK women as priests came in 1961. Till now, no woman 
has been nominated to head any of the 11 NK dioceses. NK bishops are formally 
appointed by the Norwegian monarch on the formal recommendation of the members 
of the government who are also NK members. Their recommendation follows an 
elaborate church election process. 


Another part of the synod statement underlined that bishops should be chosen 
on the basis of a ‘clear church vote', understood as a hint to the government 
not to press for a female bishop before the matter has matured. 


The opening synod address was given by General Secretary Irene Wenaas Holte of 
the Norwegian YMCA-YWCA, herself an NK priest. She said quotas should be used 
to see that in the near future half the NK bishops are women. 


The synod, which met in Bergen (28 October-2 November), said all parish, 
diocesan, and national councils and committees are to ‘strive to secure' that 
neither sex account for more than 60 percent of their membership. It urged 
women to apply for such posts as chief parish pastor, and rural and cathedral 
dean as part of efforts to reach 'a more equal representation of the sexes' in 
NK posts ‘at all levels’. 


Among decade priorities, the synod listed leadership training for women, 
assistance to battered women, ecumenical work, inclusive language, roles for 
men, and liturgies for days of special importance to women. 


In other action, the synod sent a pastoral letter to NK parishes urging them 
to play a role in making worship ‘the centre of parish life'. It says the 
current situation is ‘marked by a clear reaction against the superficial and 
rational belief in God which has influenced Norwegian spiritual life for 
several generations. Today, people are more open to Mystery. Many are 
searching; religious longing is strong. Liturgy is one of the few places 
where people can experience solemnity, a meeting which is different.’ 


The synod chose new moderators for two NK national bodies. Succeeding Finn 
Olav Myhre as moderator of the 15-member NK National Council is Oddbjgrn 
Evenshaug, a university professor. Succeeding Per Voks¢ as moderator of the 
18-member NK Council on Foreign Relations is Sigrun M¢gedal, a physician who 
directs the international centre of the Norwegian Lutheran Hospital and 
College. With the moderator of the conference of NK bishops (usually the 
bishop of Oslo), the three form the NK leadership trio for the next four years. 


In addition, the National Council is getting a new staff director, Knut 
Andresen. He succeeds Johannes Ulltveit-Moe, who has held the post since 
1979. Both are NK priests. 


Meanwhile, a university social scientist, Gudmund Hernes, has been named 
minister for church, education, and science in the new Norwegian government, 
formed 3 November. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.135 
USA: GULF, LIBERIA, ABUSE, NEW LEADERSHIP ON ECUMENICAL AGENDA 


Family abuse, and the situations in the (Persian) Gulf, Liberia, and South 
Africa were on the agenda at the meeting (Portland, Oregon, 14-16 November) of 
the 270-member General Board of the [US] National Council of Churches. It 
also elected a new general secretary. 


Both a 12-point resolution and a related five-page 'Message on the Gulf and 
Middle East Crisis' were adopted unanimously. In them, the board called for 
immediate withdrawal of US forces in the Gulf area, except those explicitly 
recommended by the UN Security Council. It called on Iraq to release all 
hostages and withdraw immediately from Kuwait. Pending that, it backed 
‘continuing rigorous application of the [UN-authorized] sanctions’. In a 
related action, it commended a 10-point 'Covenant for Action' to NCC members, 
other ecumenical agencies, congregations, and individuals. 


In an address to the board General Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle East 
Council of Churches urged US church pressure on the US government to ‘exhaust 
all peaceful means', including talks with Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, 
before resorting to military action in the Gulf. 


In another address, General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South African 
Council of Churches urged US church people to ‘keep the pressure on' for 
change in South Africa. He noted that despite recent changes in the country, 
"the same laws that sent us to prison are still in place’. (The board 
approved an updated version of 1973 guidelines for responsible investment, 
which include reference to NCC support for 'a wide range of pressures' on 
South Africa till apartheid is abolished.) 


After hearing accounts by two eye witnesses, the board called for a redoubling 
of efforts to end the year-old civil war in Liberia, and to meet the 
"desperate, urgent, and massive needs' of Liberians. 


In its 'Policy Statement on Family Violence and Abuse', the board described 
family violence as sin, and urged a variety of church actions on the subject. 
Among other things, the text says ‘inaction by church leadership has sustained 
the injustice of family violence', and that ‘some moral theologies have 
excused or ignored wife and child abuse’. 


In personnel action, the board unanimously elected Joan Campbell as the next 
NCC general secretary, to succeed James Hamilton. Since 1985, Campbell, 
both a Baptist and a Disciples minister, has been executive director of the US 
Office of the World Council of Churches. Hamilton, an NCC staff veteran, 
became its general secretary in mid-1989, after Arie Brouwer resigned. Last 
month, he withdrew from consideration for a longer-term appointment, citing 
the illness of a family member. He is to return to Washington and resume the 
directorship of the NCC office there. 


The board welcomed the directors of the four new NCC units, who are also NCC 
associate general secretaries: Lani Havens (Disciples), Church World 
Service and Witness; Constance Tarasar (Eastern Orthodox), Unity and 
Relationships; Kenyon Burke (Anglican), Prophetic Justice; and Martin 
Bailey (United), Education, Communication, and Discipleship. 


It also approved a 1991 budget of 48.2 million US dollars, about 13.1 million 
of which is projected to come from designated and undesignated contributions 
from its 32 member denominations. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.136 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS APPEAL AGAINST EXILE CHURCH 


In the years after the Soviet revolution of 1917, some Russian Orthodox 
bishops fled the country, and eventually organized what is now the US-based 
Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia. Since then, ROCOR has vigorously 
criticized the leadership of the Russian Orthodox Church as being subservient 
to the communist government. 


In the wake of the increased possibilities for religious activity in the 
Soviet Union in recent years, ROCOR has taken steps to establish ROCOR 
parishes there. These efforts have now drawn a strong rebuke from the ROC 
bishops at the council last month. 


The ROC bishops say that recent ROCOR actions and appeals have sown ‘confusion 
in the minds of clerics and faithful who are insufficiently informed about 
what really happened in the life of the Russian Orthodox Church in the current 
century'. Thus, the ROC bishops review Soviet church history so as 'to leave 
no illusions with regard to the blame imputed therewith [by ROCOR] to our 
church's hierarchs', particularly Metropolitan Sergy, the de facto leader of 
the Russian Orthodox Church for two decades, beginning in the 1920s. 


The text also defends ROC participation in the World Council of Churches from 
ROCOR attack. 


Despite the ROCOR attacks, say the ROC bishops, 'we are still ready now to 
understand and forgive everything ... calling them to an open and honest 
dialogue on all the questions of our disagreement'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.137 
ECUMENICAL SUPPORT FOR 'LONG GENG 14' EXPRESSED 


The World Council of Churches has expressed support for the 14 Penan people 
involved in the Long Geng case hearing, which opened 8 November in the high 
court at Sarawak (part of Malaysia). 


In a letter to the Long Geng support group, WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro says the ecumenical community hopes the case will promote justice for 
indigenous peoples in Malaysia. 


Last 20 August, 14 people were arrested for taking part in a human barricade 
against a logging company at Long Geng. They were later sentenced to six weeks 
in prison. 


In a letter of appeal, the Long Geng support group says that for the three 
decades since Sarawak became part of Malaysia, the government has turned 
thousands of tracts of native land into state land, national parks, and 
reserved forests, and used some of it for industrial projects. 


The: letter says industrial projects, particularly indiscriminate logging, has 
deprived the indigenous people of their livelihood and destroyed the 
environment. 


The group also says economic survival, defence of fundamental human rights and 
dignity, and access to land and forests are the crucial issues facing the 
indigenous people in Sarawak. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.138 
USA: REFERENCES TO RELIGION IN SCHOOL TEXTS CREATE CONTROVERSY 


[This item is based on material supplied by Religious News Service, New York] 


After criticism that history textbooks used in state schools do not have 
enough in them about religion, the education board for the US state of 
California has approved books with more about religion, but they have also 
proved controversial. 


At public hearings, dissatisfaction was expressed by some civil-rights, Asian, 
Muslim, Jewish, Christian, and homosexual groups. 


Some changes were made in response to criticisms at earlier stages of the 
review. For example, the historical observation that ‘a few Jewish leaders 
took Jesus before the Roman governor' was changed to refer to ‘opponents' of 
Jesus. 


But Roman Catholic officials unsuccessfully objected to a textbook comment 
that Jesus called for a new covenant going beyond that in Judaism. ‘The 
implication that Jesus called for the abrogation of the Jewish covenant should 
be eliminated', they said, because 'Catholics, along with some other 
Christians, believe that the Jewish covenant continues in full force’. 


They also objected to a suggestion that teachers have students read aloud and 
partially act out the accounts of the crucifixion of Jesus. 'The theological 
complexity and emotionally charged nature of the Passion story make its 
reading and re-enactment unsuitable for a public-school classroom', they said. 


Charlotte Crabtree, an adviser to the board, said the publishers of the 
approved texts agreed to add more material about early African civilizations, 
and more information about compassion in Judaism. 


"You cannot satisfy everybody if you attempt to do it within a finite space’, 
she observed. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.139 
NAMIBIA: ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION DISCUSSES RECONCILIATION 


An ecumenical consultation (in Windhoek, 26-28 October), the first since 
Namibian independence last March, has urged the church in Namibia to work for 
national reconciliation, reconstruction, forgiveness, and love. 


Brought together by the Council of Churches in Namibia, 70 participants issued 
a statement urging the church to preach a theology of healing to reconcile the 
people after the long liberation war. 


They also called for the formation of research teams to look into the problems 
of housing, unemployment, and justice. 


An ecological study project to focus on global warming, deforestation, and 
other environmental problems was recommended. 


The consultation urged the whole church in Namibia to use the CCN Contextual 
Theology Unit to participate in developing relevant sprituality as a 
foundation for church involvement in social action. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.140 
QUAKERS REAFFIRM KENYA AS MEETING PLACE 


The Interim Committee of the Friends World Committee on Consultation has 
reaffirmed Kenya as one of three sites of the 1991 Quaker World Conference, 
even though '‘'we know that many Friends around the world have expressed 
disquiet about the human rights situation’ there. 


The committee notes 'a variety of responses by Kenyan Friends. We care about 
the erosion of freedoms in many of our countries, and are each challenged to 
find a response to our own situations. So often we fail. A truthful response 
can be extremely costly. Let us support and care for one another, and not 
condemn each other's failings.' It adds that 'we cannot know what changes 
will have taken place' by the time that part of the conference meets, in 
August. (Other parts of the conference are scheduled in June in the 
Netherlands, and in July in Honduras.) 


The committee counsels that 'public expression of moral indignation may not be 
the best way of influencing these changes for good. A Quaker approach is 
grounded in the recognition of virtue as well as failings, and the need for 
reconciliation and justice,' which may mean '‘'quiet and even confidential 
processes.' It urges that any Quaker public action on the issue ‘arise out of 
a spirit of love, and be carried forward sensitively.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.141 
USA: CHURCH LEADERS ISSUE GULF WARNINGS 


Two groups of US church leaders - Roman Catholic bishops and representatives 
of three ‘historic peace churches' (Brethren, Quakers, and Mennonites, all of 
whom teach conscientious opposition to all war) - have issued separate 
warnings about the situation in the (Persian) Gulf. . 


In a 249-15 vote, the bishops endorsed sharp limitations on any use of US 
military force in the wake of the August invasion of Kuwait by Iraq. They 
said church principles rule out targeting civilians. Saying the only war that 
might be justified would have to be '‘'limited', the bishops urged the US 
administration to 'stay the course of persistent, peaceful, and determined 
pressure against Iraq' for a non-violent solution. 


Earlier, 26 US Roman Catholic bishops urged US forces in the (Persian) Gulf 
not to obey orders or policies aimed at killing noncombatants. They also 
expressed support for conscientious objectors and condemned any blockade of 
food or medical supplies to Iraq. 


In an-open letter to US President George Bush, Ben Richmond, coordinator for 
peace and social concerns of Friends United Meeting, Linda and Titus Peachey, 
co-executive secretaries of the US Peace Section of the Mennonite Central 
Commitee, and David Radcliff, peace consultant for the Church of the Brethren 
General Board, urged him to move away from war towards a peaceful resolution 
of the Gulf crisis. 


They said his motives for moving toward armed conflict seem to them to reflect 
a ‘searching for ways to assert American leadership in the post-Cold War 
period'. Alternative approaches suggested in the letter include a worldwide 
ban on the production of nuclear weapons, an end to the US role as an 
‘international police force', and a call for US people to begin conserving 
energy while exploring other energy sources. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.142 
PANAMA SITUATION SAID NOT TO HAVE IMPROVED 


A situation report on Panama produced by CICARWS, a commission of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, says there have been few changes since 
the US military invasion of the country last December, and that most of the 
victims have not found lasting solutions to their needs. 


The report comes after a visit to the Netherlands, Denmark, Norway, Germany, 
and Switzerland by a Panamanian Ecumenical Committee delegation (24-25 
October), to draw attention to Panama, which has been overshadowed by later 
international events. 


While in Europe, the delegation met with representatives of church-related 
agencies, the media, solidarity groups, and governments. 


The WCC report notes that most of the victims have not had their claims paid, 
and many of them are still housed in an airport hangar. It says the problem 
is much bigger than just providing housing, as socio-economic and political 
structures have been disrupted. 


The report recommends a continuing dialogue between the Ecumenical Committee 
in Panama and the groups and organisations contacted during. the European 
mission. It also recommends WCC promotion of awareness among church bodies 
and governments in Europe to help restore full sovereignty in Panama. 


The Panama church representatives are calling on the international community 
to influence the US government to pay war reparations to Panama. (The US 
government has refused to use such terminology, referring instead to US 
assistance for ‘economic development’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.143 

SOUTH AFRICA: ECUMENICAL BODY DEPLORES POWER, WATER CUTS 

The South African Council of Churches has criticised the cutting of power and 
water supplies to some black townships in Conservative Party-controlled 
areas. SACC says councils have failed to address residents' grievances of 
corruption in the administration and poor quality of services provided... It 
expresses concern about health risks and other difficulties facing. residents 
of those townships, especially in overcrowded areas. Many residents of the 
black townships have not been paying their electricity and water bills as a 
protest over poor housing and other services. The SACC statement urges the 
national government to intervene, as the situation could be exploited by some 
to cause unrest. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.144 . 
BAPTISTS IN SPAIN AND MEXICO JOIN IN EVANGELISM 
Baptist leaders from Spain and Mexico - both overwhelmingly Roman Catholic - 
have signed an agreement to cooperate in evangelism and mission. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.145 

SOUTH AFRICA: WHITE REFORMED OPEN PASTORAL OFFICE TO WOMEN 

The synod of the main white Reformed denomination in South Africa, NGK, voted 
242-137 last month in Bloemfontein to allow women to be ordained pastors. 
Till now, NGK women have been allowed to be deacons. Also meeting last month, 
a synod of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa voted to 
change some English terms - such as clergyman and chairman - to language 
considered non-sexist. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.146 

INTERFAITH MEETING ON HOLY LAND 

The Life & Peace Institute in Uppsala (Sweden) hosted a week-long seminar this 
month (5-9 November) on ‘land, power, and national identity' in the Holy Land 
as seen from Jewish, Christian, and Muslim perspectives. According to an 
institute report, discussion was ‘open, frank, and sincere', and showed that 
the three religions have ‘sacred values essential for human rights and the 
equality of human beings'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.147 
ORTHODOX MARK LIFE, DEATH OF FIRST ESTONIAN PRESIDENT 
With a liturgy led by Korneelius, the new Eastern Orthodox bishop in Tallinn, 
the life and death of Konstantin Pats, first president of independent Estonia, 
was marked last month (21 October) in the Estonian capital. Pats died in 1956, 
in a psychiatric hospital in the Kalinin area of central Russia. He had been 
deported from Estonia by Soviet forces in mid-1940. Among those present for 
the liturgy was the chairperson of the Estonian Orthodox synod in exile, which 
functions in Sweden under the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The patriarchate 
granted autonomy to both the Estonian and Latvian Orthodox Churches in the 
1920s. De facto, that autonomy ended when the Baltic states became part of 
the Soviet Union, during World War II; in church terms, the dioceses there 
have since been part of the Russian Orthodox Church. Estonia and Latvia were 
part of the Russian empire before World War I. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.148 

USA: RELIGIOUS NETWORK COMPETITION NOTED 

According to a report from US-based Religious News Service, some of the major 
religious tv networks have begun 'battling in public' for audience and 
placement in several US cities. Networks involved include VISN (an interfaith 
effort), EWIN (with a conservative tone, it is hosted by Mother Angelica, a 
member of a Roman Catholic religious community), and TBN (run by Paul Crouch, 
a former [Pentecostal] Assemblies of God minister). In one case, in Buffalo, 
EWIN supporters argued that the local cable company should carry EWIN because 
the area is heavily Roman Catholic. The company finally agreed. However, 
Bill Airy, the president of the VISN marketing unit, described the EWIN 
campaign in Buffalo as ‘very negative, very coercive'. (The cable company 
continued to carry VISN.) [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.149 
DENMARK: NEW BIBLE TRANSLATION DELAYED 
The new Danish translation of the Bible, scheduled to appear at the end of 
1991, has been delayed till sometime in 1992. That is because of the 
relatively high number of suggestions for changes which have come to the 
Danish Bible Society since a provisional version of the new translation was 
released. 


EPS 90.11.150 
DENMARK: BISHOPS JOIN RABBI IN RUSHDIE APPEAL 
Six of the 10 Danish Lutheran bishops have joined Danish Chief Rabbi Bent 
Melchior ‘in an appeal to the Iranian government, asking it to lift a death 
sentence for blasphemy announced by the late Iranian leader Ayatollah Khomeini 
against British writer Salman Rushdie, author of The Satanic Verses. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.1511 
DENMARK: - MISSION SOCIETIES INCREASE COOPERATION 
The Danish Missionary Society and the Danish Mission to the Santals are 
widening cooperation with a view toward integration. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.152 

IRAN: ADVENTISTS TO HOUSE VICTIMS OF EARTHQUAKE 

The Adventist Development and Relief Agency, a development agency of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, has signed a contract with the Iranian 
government for the construction of 150 homes and two clinics for victims of 
the June earthquake. The quake killed approximately 40,000 people and left 
half-a-million others homeless. The Seventh-day Adventist Church is. not 
officially recognized in Iran where Islam is the predominant religion [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.153 

NORWEGIAN ECUMENICAL LEADER CRITICAL OF POPE , 

A Norwegian Ecumenical Council leader says the pope has failed to support 
ecumenical relations, according to a report in The Tablet, a British. Roman 
Catholic weekly. It reports the council's general secretary as saying in an 
interview that while the pope has spoken in favour of ecumencial links with 
other Christians, he has done little concrete in this regard, and has often 
done the opposite. Trond Bakkevig said he had no comment in general about the 
Roman Catholic Church, and said relations at local level between it and other 
church bodies are frequently warm. But at the international level, he said, 
the pope had often undermined ecumenism by going over the heads of local Roman 
Catholic leaders, and by appointing bishops with little or no interest in 
ecumenical links. This, he says, has led to a deterioration in local 
cooperation, notably in countries like Germany and Holland. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.154 

TOKES ACCUSES ROMANIAN GOVERNMENT OF 'DICTATORIAL METHODS' 

Romanian Reformed Bishop Laszlo Tékés has accused the Romanian government of 
continuing the ‘dictatorial methods' of the old regime. In his first public 
Statement since being seriously injured in a car accident earlier this year, 
Tokés said he had been told the books he ordered from Hungary cannot enter 
Romania unless he produces a certificate for each book indicating it was sent 
as a gift. The Romanian security police, he said, ‘continues to maintain an 
implacable campaign against me and the Transylvanian Hungarians'. He added, 
"The spirit of Ceausescu lives on.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.155 
VIETNAM: GOVERNMENT AGREES TO LET VATICAN TEAM IN 
The Vietnamese government agreed earlier this month to allow a Vatican 
delegation to enter the country to discuss issues of mutual concern', 
according to the Vietnamese news agency. It also agreed to let Vietnamese 
bishops to visit the Vatican. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.156 
CHURCH ALTERNATIVES TO HALLOWEEN URGED 
The British Evangelical Alliance has urged a church alternative to Halloween 
parties for children because, it says, Halloween lends respectability to an 
occult world that can bring forces into people's lives that they do not 
understand and often cannot combat. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.157 
TANZANIA: ECUMENICAL MEETING DISCUSSES RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
About 100 participants from several countries in Africa and Europe were 
expected at a week-long meeting in Arusha (Tanzania) in mid-November to 
discuss rural development, especially in Tanzania. The meeting was sponsored 
by the Christian Council of Tanzania. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.158 

EASTERN ORTHODOX PREPARATORY COMMISSION MEETS 

The commission preparing the projected Eastern Orthodox Great Synod met in 
Chambésy, near Geneva, for a week (10-17 November) to focus on issues related 
to Eastern Orthodox who live in diaspora, that is, in parts of the world where 
their form of Christianity has not traditionally been dominant. So far, there 
has not been pan-Orthodox agreement on norms for church organization and 
authority in the diaspora areas. A result is many overlapping jurisdictions, 
usually organized along ethnic lines. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.159 
CHINA: TWO BISHOPS, 13 PRIESTS REPORTED ARRESTED FOR VATICAN LINKS 
The Swiss church news agency Apic reports that two Roman Catholic bishops and 
13 Roman Catholic priests loyal to the Vatican have been arrested in China for 
violating Chinese religion laws. Legal Catholic church bodies in China cut 
ties with Rome in the 1950s. [EPS] 


. EPS 90.11.160 
MEXICO: CHURCH COMMISSION CALLS FOR TEXTBOOK REVISIONS 

The commission on education of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in 
Mexico is urging revisions in textbooks used in state-run schools. The 
commission objects that they tend to portray the Roman Catholic Church in 
Mexico. as supporting perverse political losers. Andres Delgado, commission 
executive secretary, says’. the current books prevent reconciliation. 
Historically, the Roman Catholic leadership in Mexico opposed revolutions in 
the 19th-century which led to independence from Spain, and in 1910 which 
overthrew the government of Porfirio Diaz. Of the 85 million people in 
Mexico, about 90 percent are counted as Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.1611 
BRAZIL: MISSIONARIES JOIN IN FAST FOR INDIANS 
About 20 missionaries, union leaders, and Yanomani Indian leaders conducted a 
36-hour fast in Manaus last month to highlight the threats to the Yanomani in 
the northern parts of the country. The fast was part of a campaign to 
mobilise support for the Indians, organized by the conference of Roman 
Catholic: bishops in Brazil. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.162 

SWEDEN: BISHOPS GET NO AUTOMATIC VOTING RIGHTS IN SYNOD 

The 25l-member Annual Synod is the governing body of the [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden (SK). As a result of reforms in 1982, the 13 SK diocesan bishops, who 
had been automatic members of the governing body, lost that status, though 
they are ex-officio members of a 21-member synod committee on doctrine. Now, 
the bishops are expected to attend synod meetings, with the right to speak at 
plenary and committee meetings. Some find this position of the bishops 
ecumenically embarrassing. However, after a marathon synod debate, the 
proposal to restore the automatic voting rights failed, 116-131. However, the 
bishops were given the right to make motions. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.163 

SWEDEN: DIACONATE 'MILESTONE' SEEN 

News fromthe [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) reports that SK deacons and 
deaconesses are describing two new SK texts on the diaconate as a ‘milestone’. 
One, part of proposed new SK statutes, makes it clear that deacons are 
ordained as part of a three-fold office of ministry (with priests and 
bishops). Such a view is already found in the 1986 SK handbook. The other is 
a pastoral letter from the SK bishops on the diaconate, offering theological 
and pastoral perspectives. [EPS] 


a 
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THIRD ECUMENICAL MEETING ON KOREAN REUNIFICATION SET 

The third meeting on the theme, 'biblical foundations for peacemaking, with a 
focus on Korea', has been set for Glion (near Montreux, Switzerland) next 
month (2-4 December). Among those expected to attend are five or six from the 
Korean Christians Federation (which operates in the Democratic Peoples 
Republic of [North] Korea), and the National Council of Churches’ (which 
operates in the Republic of [South] Korea). The gathering is arranged by the 
Geneva—based World Council of Churches. North-South contacts: have been ‘few 
for most of the period since the end of the Korean War in the early 1950s. 
Previous meetings on the theme took place in 1986 and 1988. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.165 
USA: PENTECOSTAL DENOMINATION ALLOWS WOMEN TO TAKE UP PASTORAL DUTIES 
Delegates to the 63rd General Assembly of the Church of God: (Cleveland; 
Tennessee), a major US-based Pentecostal denomination, have voted to allow 
women to perform pastoral duties. The assembly was also told that its 1992 
meeting will be asked to approve changes to allow women to be assembly 
delegates. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.166: 

METHODISTS DEBATE WHETHER AN OFFICE IN NEW YORK IS A MISSION SYMBOL 

General Secretary Randolph Nugent of the United Methodist General Board of 
Global Ministries says it would be 'unbecoming' to move the board headquarters 
out of New York. In an address to the board, he called the New York location 
an important symbol. ‘When others say that the Big Apple is rotten’'to the 
core’, United Methodists must not ‘turn our backs and walk away’, but rather 
should consider it ‘merely ripe for mission'. However, Randy Smith, ‘the 
Houston lawyer who chairs a task force considering moving the headquarters, 
says New York is no more important as a place or symbol for mission than any 
other large city. The task force is to make recommendations to the next UM 
General Conference in 1992. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.5167 
ECUMENICAL MATERIAL AID TOTALLED US$ 134.6 MILLION IN 1989 
Material aid worth a total of 134.6 million US dollars was shipped by ~°§ 18 
church-related, aid-and-development agencies based in 11 countries in Europe 
and North America, plus the Geneva-based World Council of Churches and 
Lutheran World Federation, according to a report distributed (25 October) by 
the WCC Secretary for Material Aid, Helmut Reuschle. The total’ for the 
21-year period beginning in 1969 is 1.41 billion (thousand million) US 
dollars. At the end of the year, Reuschle leaves the council after 24 years, 
as the post of material aid secretary is being discontinued. [EPS] 


EPS 90.11.168 

ROMANIA: EVANGELICALS FORM ALLIANCE, PRESENT DEMANDS TO PRESIDENT 

The Evangelical Alliance of Romania was launched last month in Bucharest, It 
groups Baptist, Pentecostal, and Brethren denominations, and includes Reformed 
and Eastern Orthodox individuals. Most Christians in Romania are Eastern 
Orthodox, and evangelicals have been critical of what they consider official 
favouritism shown to Eastern Orthodoxy. During the congress, alliance leaders 
presented a list of demands to Romanian President Ion Tliescu, including two 
hours of religious education per week for school children, more restrictions 
on abortion, access to broadcast time for evangelicals, and the use of the 
Bible in the taking of oaths. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Church Perspectives on the Situation in South Africa 


[These are excerpted from presentations at the National Conference of Church 
Leaders in South Africa, Rustenberg, 5-9 November (EPS 90.11.55,93,133).] 


John W. de Gruchy, professor of Christian Studies, University of Cape Town: 
While unity is God's gift to us in Christ, it is, nevertheless, a gift which 
has to be appropriated and expressed otherwise we deny the gospel and 
undermine the witness which is our common task. 


There would be little point in coming here if we sought to affirm our unity in 
Christ, but failed to speak 'the truth in love' about our divisions, and about 
the gospel and its implications for us and our witness in society. 


Any reflection on the church situation in South Africa must begin, then, with 
the contradiction that while we confess to be ‘one in Christ', we are really 
divided and fragmented, and often in conflict with one another. Furthermore, 
the reality of our divisions is such that only a naive romantic would assume 
that they can easily be overcome. 


The problem can best be seen in the light of previous attempts to do what we 
are seeking to do here. There have been many conferences of one kind or 
another in South Africa where Christians of different backgrounds have 
experienced an almost ecstatic euphoria in discovering their unity, but far 
too often that sense of belonging has broken apart when they have returned 
home to their own constituencies and continued their ministry within the 
parameters of a particular church, cultural, or racial group. 


Many assume that the reasons for our divisions are doctrinal or theological, 
but if we look back over Christian history, it is evident that the reasons for 
the divisions which have taken place in the church have been a mixture of 
sociological, political, cultural, personality, as well as theological factors. 


W. D. Jonker, theology faculty, University of Stellenbosch: Our country will 
benefit if the church as a whole could be united in its witness about 
socio-political matters. However, that can only happen if, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we can become likeminded, having the same love, 
and are one in spirit and purpose (Phil. 2:2). 


The main obstacles in the way to a united witness are all related to the 
sinful division of the church. Many denominational and confessional 
divisions were handed down to us as part of our heritage and in our case, the 
divisions within the church are linked to the socio-political situation in our 
country. 


The racial issue, the friction between the races, and the system of apartheid 
have created new forms of division and have aggravated existing divisions 
between and within our churches. The whole social set-up in our country is 
based on the reality of the isolation of people of different races from one 
another. 


Up to a certain point we meet each other to work together, but then we move 
back to our own worlds again, which are not only geographically, but in nearly 
all other aspects, miles apart. It is a rare thing if people across the 
colour’ line become friends that really know and trust each other, sharing each 
other's burdens and happiness. 

[over] 


south africa/2 


This isolation of Christians from one another can be a great obstacle in the 
way of a united witness. The fact is that we live in two different worlds. 
We have different experiences and hold different views. Very few white 
Christians know what really is going on in the black townships or rural areas. 


Desmond Tutu, Anglican archbishop of southern Africa: People marched all 
over South Africa and in Europe and the Berlin Wall was breached: Communism 
came to grief all over the place, freedom began breaking out in so many and 
such unlikely places. Tyrants and dictators began biting the dust all over 
the place. The God of surprises was at work. 


He worked to inspire the state president of this land to act in an 
unexpectedly courageous manner. The God of surprises had not finished. _On 
11 February Nelson Mandela walked out of Victor Verster Prison and a totally 
unexpected era seemed to be about to be born. 


We come here not to engage in recrimination, not to engage in accusation and 
counter-accusation. Those who have believed they had right on their side in 
the struggle for a new dispensation could so easily become self-righteous. 
And others might be paralysed by an enormous sense of guilt. 


Those who have wronged must be ready to make what amends they can. They must 
be ready to make restitution and reparation. Then reconciliation which is 
always costly, will happen. 


Michael Cassidy, team leader, African Enterprise: The System of division in 
this country is not just a system and a political philosophy but in reality an 
objective spiritual stronghold or principality of evil whose name is ‘the 
Spirit of Division'. And it is that Spirit in both nation and church that we 
are here to defy, defeat and exorcise. 


What is required of us is firstly the humility which counts others better than 
ourselves; secondly the posture which looks not only to our own interests but 
especially to the interest of others. Thirdly, we need the self-emptying, 
self-humbling, suffering servant and ‘obedient unto death' Calvary mind of 
Jesus Christ. 


In all this we will not forget to elevate Christian principle to law-makers 
and those who must bring forth for us a new constitution for our land. The 
church in our land has in fact an historic opportunity to help lay the moral 
foundation of a new society. By this the church of Christ here can affect our 
nation for a couple of centuries, if the Lord tarries. 


Manas’ Buthelezi, South African Lutheran diocesan bishop: It is true 
Christians are promised joy and peace, but there is a qualification, the peace 
that the world cannot give. It is peace which is more than just the absence 
of turmoil and storms, but a peace and joy that can thrive even in the midst 
of persecution and harassment. 


Johan Heyns, Reformed theologian: The state which does not allow itself to 
be led by God's Word in all its activities can easily degenerate into the 
monster. 


And here the state acts so demonically that even the church lands in its 
clutches. Its demonism is seen particularly in the totalitarian nature of its 
actions. Clearly, when such a situation arises, the state has long since 
ceased to be a servant of the kingdom of God. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 91.01.47 is the 47th item 
appearing in January 1991. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 
79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 
Indian. The next EPS deadlines are Mondays at 0800 GMT through 17 December, 
and on 14 and 21 January. In 1990, EPS appears 42 times. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-Geneva 2: 
Situation report (#5, 20 November) on the crisis in the Middle East 
Situation report (# 6, 19 November) on relief in Romania 

Situation report (# 1, 21 November) on floods in Tanzania 

Bltuation jreport: (# 2/22 November) on emergency in Natal 

Situation report (# 4, 21 November) on refugees in Mozambique 


In EPS 90.05.61, the reference should be to ‘government adviser', not 'prime 
minister' or ‘government minister’. 


The September/October review of emergency cases is available from WCC/ 
CICARWS, Box¥2100)" CH-1211-Geneva 2. 


An ecumenical review of activity and policies of Norwegian Church Aid is 
available from Kirkens Nodhjelp, Postboks 5868 Hegdehaugen, N-0308 Oslo 3. 


A copy of an open letter to WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro from ‘a group 
of friends’ of the council is available from Paul Abrecht (retired director 
of the WCC Sub-Unit on Church and Society), 4 rue du Mont-Blanc, 1201 Geneva. 
It expresses concerns about several aspects of social ethics in WCC and wider 
ecumenical contexts, and about the role of ecumenical agencies, and the 
authority of ecumenical statements. 


Texts of presentations to the National Conference of Church Leaders in South 
Africa are available from the NCCLSA Co-ordinating Office, Box 793313 
Senderwood 2145, 
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Coverage of the WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February 


EPS is to be posted three times weekly during the assembly. Please make 
requests for coverage by fax, e-mail, or telex, or for coverage focusing on 
a particular region, church tradition, or subject before 5 January. For 
those planning to cover the assembly in person, information is available 
from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Assembly background material includes a Special issue of the WCC magazine 
One World, reviewing major WCC events/trends since the Sixth Assembly in 
1983, and a new book, Introducing the World Council of Churches. Both are 
available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. The magazine 
costs 5 Swiss, 3.95 US, or 1.95 UK. The book is 15 Swiss, 9.95 US, or 5.95 UK. 


The EPS address between 22 January and 22 February is: EPS, WCC Seventh 
Assembly, GPO Box 1566, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia. The general numbers for 
the assembly during that period are 61-6/249.6556 (phone) and 61-6/249.5655 
(faz) > (Phone, fax, and e-mail numbers direct to EPS will be published as 
soon as we know them.) 
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ECUMENICAL OPPOSITION TO WAR IN GULF 


Meeting in Hod6r (Sweden), general secretaries of national ecumenical councils 
in Europe said they are ‘alarmed by the fatalistic attitude of world public 
opinion, which seems to accept the inevitability of imminent war in the 
[Persian] Gulf.' 


They said a major task of the church in this situation is to "persuade the 
politicians and generals who are considering a first strike that such a war 
would be morally indefensible and politically suicidal’. They warned against 
a confrontation involving chemical and/or nuclear weapons. 


Condemning the rule of Saddam Hussein in Iraq, and the international arms 
trade, the ecumenical leaders also noted that other Middle East issues await 
resolution (apparently a reference at least to the situation of Palestinians). 


Meanwhile, more than 100 British church leaders and academics have declared 
that a war in the Gulf cannot be justified. Their document says the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait last August, and the subsequent brutal treatment of Kuwait 
by Iraq, could justify war to expel Iraqi forces from Kuwait. 


But, it argues, other conditions necessary to justify war according to 
traditional Christian standards do not exist. By those standards, it says, 
war must be a last resort, be waged by legitimate authority and with a right 
intention, and be likely to cause less evil than it would prevent or 
overcome. On all these points, it says, a Gulf war could not be justified, 


The signers conclude that ‘a military offensive against Iraq by predominantly 
Western forces would not promote a just peace. The environmental, human, and 
psychological damages caused by [such] a war would last for generations. 
Britain and its allies should use their forces to make UN sanctions work, and 
let the Arab governments bargain for a new political arrangement in the region 
which might hold out the hope of a better life for the masses of poor people 
who inhabit it.' 


Among signers are nine Roman Catholic bishops, eight Anglican bishops, several 
academics, leaders of the British jurisdictions of three Roman Catholic 
religious orders (Jesuits, Capuchins, and Dominicans), and representatives of 
other denominations, including the British Methodist Conference and the 
[Reformed] Church of Scotland. 


In another statement, prepared for reading in all Roman Catholic parishes in 
England and Wales, Roman Catholic bishops firmly rule out any hasty recourse 
to military action in the Gulf crisis, notwithstanding the 'grave' and 
‘unjust' Iraqi invasion of Kuwait last August. They call for prayer that 'the 
aggression of Iraq may be overcome without the tragedy of war'. 


In Japan, the assembly of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) called 
for the ‘immediate withdrawal' of Iraqi troops from Kuwait, of all foreign 
troops from the Middle East, and of Israeli forces from the Occupied 
Territories. It also opposed any plan to send Japanese forces to the area. 


In the United States, the conference of Roman Catholic bishops, and the 
32-denomination National Council of Churches have both warned against a Gulf 
war [EPS 90.09.58; 11.135, 141]. And the Dutch national ecumenical council 
expressed its concern at the prospect of a Gulf war; it supported the sending 
of a humanitarian mission to plead for all hostages being held by Iraq. [EPS] 
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US$ 1.2 MILLION ECUMENICAL APPEAL FOR LIBERIAN REFUGEES 


An ecumenical appeal for 1.2 million US dollars to aid Liberian refugees has 
been issued by CICARWS, the inter-church aid commission of the World Council 
of Churches. The appeal follows a visit to the area by an ecumenical team 
LEPS “907431 .09) 1112173 


The appeal says there is 'no end in sight' to the Liberian civil war, which 
began a year ago, and has claimed the lives of an estimated 15 to 25 thousand 
people. The number of refugees and returnees from Liberia in nearby Sierra 
Leone, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, and Nigeria is estimated at nearly 

700 000. More than 1.5 million people are reported ‘stranded in Liberia 
without any food and medical assistance'. (The total population of Liberia is 
about 2.5 million.) 


The influx of Liberian refugees and displaced persons is estimated to have 
negatively affected an additional 2 million people in the neighbouring 
countries, though, the appeal notes, the host countries have received them 
with ‘generous hospitality', despite their 'meagre resources'. The ecumenical 
team identified food and transportation as priority needs. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.03 
JAPAN: CHRISTIAN LEADERS REJECT EMPEROR CEREMONY 


Several representatives of Christian groups have expressed opposition to the 
Great Food Offering Ceremony (Daijosai), the second set of official rites 
formally marking the assumption of office by the Japanese emperor. 


Speaking at a news conference (23 November), Roman Catholic Bishop Aloysius 
Nobuo Soma of Nagoya, chairperson of the Catholic Justice and Peace 
Commission; Moderator Tsuji Nobumichi of the United Church of Christ in 
Japan; and a representative (not identified in a report from the National 
Christian Council of Japan) of the Japan Evangelical Association, voiced 
opposition to the ceremony. 


In a related development, the General Assembly of the Kyodan (the United 
Church of Christ in Japan) said (15 November) the government owes Korea, 
China, and Taiwan an apology for the enthronement, because of the militarism 
of imperial Japan during World War II. 


On 19 November, Christians went on a hunger strike to protest government 
sponsorship of the ceremony. The National Council of Churches in Japan said 
the ceremony negated Japanese war responsibility to its neighbours, and would 
damage relations. 


Among Christian objections to the Daijosai is that it is essentially a Shinto 
ceremony, in which the government should not be involved because of the 
Japanese constitutional requirement of religion-state separation. 


Other objections centre on the links the rites have with an earlier official 
view of the emperor as a god, and the role of the former emperor in the 
Japanese military effort in World War II. 


Christians are about one percent of the Japanese population of about 125 
million. [EPS] 
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ENGLAND: ANGLICAN PANEL OFFERS VIEWS ON BISHOPS 


An ll-member group has issued a 354-page report, Episcopal Ministry, offering 
advice (sometimes divided) on issues related to the role of bishops in the 
[Anglican] Church of England. 


On the issue of women as bishops, the panel came to no consensus. Currently, 
English Anglicans ordain women as deacons, but not as priests. The panel did 
observe that were women ordained as priests, it would be more difficult to 
argue that they cannot be bishops. 


Currently, 26 of the 44 bishops who head Church of England dioceses are by 
right, members of the UK House of Lords. The panel recommended that 
representatives of other church traditions also hold Lords seats by right. 


On another matter, the panel recommended attempts to ‘return to a pattern of 
one bishop, one diocese'. That is now the case in five of the 44 dioceses, 
The rest have one or more suffragan (associate) bishops besides the bishop who 
heads the diocese. 


The panel is understood to be thinking in terms of forming another 10 or so 
dioceses. Except for the Diocese of Europe, created in 1980, no new English 
Anglican dioceses have been formed since three were set UpVinw19272 


The group also urged a ‘properly constituted ... meeting for all the full-time 
bishops ... for the purpose of common counsel and theological reflection’. 
Currently, the English Anglican House of Bishops includes the 44 heads of 
dioceses and nine of the 65 suffragans. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.05 
SOUTH AFRICA: ADVENTISTS STUDYING UNIFYING BLACK, WHITE CHURCH BODIES 


The world-wide Adventist General Conference Committee has set up a 13-member 
commission to consider a timetable for the merger of the two Adventist bodies 
in South Africa and Namibia - the black Southern Union Mission and the white 
South African Union Conference. 


A commission report is expected by next June. Together, the two jurisdictions 
include about 60 000 members in about 500 congregations. 


In setting up the commission, the committee spoke of a 'time of challenge and 
opportunity’ for South African Adventists, and added that ‘the church must 
move forward and serve as a living example of, and witness to, reconciling 
gospel ministry'. 


The merger would result in non-racial policies for all South African Adventist 
congregations, schools, and other institutions. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.06 
ZIMBABWE: METHODIST UNIVERSITY GETS GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
The government of Zimbabwe has given formal support to an application by the 
United Methodists for the opening of a university there. Roger Ireson, chief 
executive of the United Methodist Board for higher education and ministry said 
Zimbabwe authorities have allowed the church to begin construction, hire 
teachers and carry out the necessary financial campaign for the institution's 
development. [EPS] 
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HUNGARIAN STATE SECRETARIES VISIT CHURCH BODIES IN GENEVA 

The two Hungarian state secretaries for religious affairs, Miklos Palos and 
Miklos Lukacs, visited the World Council of Churches, Conference of European 
Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and Lutheran World Federation 
(15-16 November 1990). In discussions with WCC staff, they said Hungarian 
church-state policy reflects a 'free church in free society', with church- 
State separation. They said they try to assist the work of the church, 
especially in light of the changes following the end of communist rule, for 
example, in the expanded church charitable work. They said the new Hungarian 
government tries to 'serve the churches', and that it is not government policy 
to exert control. The visit was made at the initiative of the Hungarian 
government. In his capacity as president of the Ecumenical Council of 
Churches in Hungary, Reformed Bishop Kardély Téth accompanied Palos and Lukacs. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.12.08 
ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNICATORS HOLD INTERNATIONAL MEETING 
About 400 participants from 75 countries met (Bangkok, 5-14 November) for a 
joint world congress sponsored by OCIC and UNDA, the international Roman 
Catholic associations for cinema and audiovisual work, and for radio and tv. 
Focus of the meeting was rapid changes in media technology, and its influence 
on society. There were calls for OCIC and UNDA to become more ecumenical. In 
an interview, outgoing OCIC President Ambrose Eichenberger of Switzerland said 
steps in that direction have already been taken. He also warned that a too- 
ecumenical approach might decrease funding from Roman Catholic bishops. He 
said it is better for distinct organisations to work ecumenically. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.09 
IRISH METHODIST PRESIDENT URGES PEOPLE TO INFORM ON TERRORISTS 
Irish Methodist President William Buchanan has urged people to give the 
security forces information they have about terrorists. "The community must 
disown, inform on, reject, and isolate the terrorist', he said. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.10 

SWITZERLAND: CHURCH COMMENT ON GIVING VOTE TO FOREIGNERS 

In advance of a referendum to decide whether to allow foreigners in Geneva to 
vote, the executive committees of the National Protestant [Reformed] and Roman 
Catholic Churches of Geneva are recalling, as material for 'reflection', their 
"practices ... constitutions, and ... statutes', which grant rights to vote 
and hold office to ‘all members without distinction based on nationality’. 
Geneva is the home of many international organizations. About a third of 
Geneva residents are foreigners. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.11 

ALBANIA ANNOUNCES EASING OF RESTRICTIONS ON RELIGION 

Albanian leader Ramiz Alia has announced an easing of restrictions on religion 
in Albania, which since 1967 has forbidden it. The 1990 Britannica World Data 
estimates that of the 3.2 million people in Albania, about three quarters are 
atheists or non-religious. Of the quarter estimated to be believers, about 
four-fifths are Muslim, the rest Christian. Vatican Radio reported that the 
first public Roman Catholic celebration of the eucharist took place this 
month, with about 5000 worshippers, in a cemetry chapel in Shkodra. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.12 
RUSSIAN, MOSCOW OFFICIALS OFFERED BIBLES 
For the first time, Russian parliamentarians and Moscow city councillors who 
wish to have one, are being offered a Bible by a private Bible group. [EPS] 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA: LUTHERAN PASTORS CONTINUE PRESSURE ON FORMER LEADERSHIP 

The association of Lutheran pastors in Slovakia has protested continued 
influence by the former general bishop for Slovak Lutheranism, Jan Michalko, 
on church affairs. Michalko resigned earlier this year after charges he was 
too cooperative with the former communist government. The association has 
protested that the former bishop's 'financial monopoly on foreign currency' 
has so far not been investigated. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.14 

GERMANY: STASI ASSESSMENTS OF CHURCH FIGURES PUBLISHED 

A new book containing 'strictly confidential' reports by the Potsdam district 
of the Stasi, the security police of the former East Germany, has been 
published. It includes assessments of some church leaders. One faults former 
United church official Manfred Stolpe as one who ‘strengthens and encourages 
representatives of grassroots groups in their damaging effect on the 
church-state relationship', even though in public ‘he often behaves in a way 
that is appeasing and conciliatory as far as church-state relations are 
concerned’. (Stolpe is now a provincial Social Democratic party leader.) He, 
United Bishop Gottfried Forck, and others were said to tolerate the 'misuse of 
the church for hostile and negative activities’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.15 
INDIA: RELIGION AND HUMAN SOLIDARITY UNDERLINE THEME FOR 1991 CONFERENCE 
Religion and Solidarity will be the theme of a World Conference of Religions 
(1-6 October 1991) in Cochin, southern India. More than 300 delegates are 
expected to attend the conference which will be Organized to prepare for the 
centenary of the 1893 Chicago World Parliament of Religions. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.16 

VATICAN SYNOD REAFFIRMS CELIBACY 

The eighth world-wide meeting of Roman Catholic bishops since 1965, last month 
in Rome, has reaffirmed the discipline of celibacy for most Roman Catholic 
priests. (The only exceptions are Roman Catholic eastern rites in which 
married clergy are traditional.) Ina closing address, the pope also ruled 
out proposals that older married men be ordained, as some bishops had 
proposed. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.17 
EUROPE: CHRISTIAN MOTORCYCLISTS MEET 
In conjunction with European Motorcyclists for Christ, the Dutch Christian 
motorcycle club PS23 hosted an international rally for Christian motorcyclists 
in Rotterdam in September. EMC, a federation of national bodies based in 
Norway, was founded in 1989 to stimulate and support Christian motorcycle 
groups of individuals in sharing the gospel. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.18 

GHANA PRESBYTERIANS CALL FOR FREE POLITICAL DEBATE, BAN 'ECSTATIC' GROUP 

The 61st Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana has appealed to the 
government of Ghana to continue to conduct the current debate about new 
political arrangements in an open, free, and fair climate. Meanwhile, the 
synod clerk of another Reformed denomination in Ghana, the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church, has banned its Bible Study and Prayer Fellowship from 
using EPC premises. G.K. Atimpo criticized the ‘ecstatic and frenzied' 
behaviour of fellowship members, and said the group would be reorganized. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.19 
HONDURAS: RC BISHOP ACCUSES GOVERNMENT OF CORRUPTION 
Roman Catholic Bishop Alphonso Santos has accused the governemnt of President 
Rafael Callejas of corruption and 'misappropriating funds’. He says 
government officials have obtained loans they did not repay ‘leaving the 
repayment to the taxpayer'. Callejas denies this, and describes the bishop's 
accusations as 'unjust' and ‘politically motivated’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.20 

PERU: CHURCH-STATE WRANGLE OVER BIRTH CONTROL PROGRAMME 

The Roman Catholic bishops of Peru have described a government birth-control 
programme as ‘'dangerous'. Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori has announced 
government plans to 'propagate the use of effective instruments for birth 
control and family planning' to reduce the country's 2.5 percent birth rate to 
2 percent by 1995. The bishops, say decisions about family size should not 'be 
subject to the criteria of the public authorities’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.21 

GERMANY: CHRISTIANS WARN ON TIGHTENING OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 

A group of Christians in former East Germany have warned that many young 
people will be forced into military service in the newly united Germany. A 
Statement of concern signed by church members calls for a free choice between 
military and civilian service. Under communist rule, a year of military 
service was compulsory, but that was changed last March to allow objectors to 
perform non-military service. With unification, the stricter objection 
procedures in effect in former West Germany are being introduced. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.22 
NEW ZEALAND: ANGELS REPORTEDLY HIKING RIDES ON DESERTED ROADS 
From New Zealand, Challenge Weekly newspaper says that it received a dozen 
reports of angels seeking rides with Christians along deserted roads and 
motorways in the Wellington and Auckland areas. Once in the car, the hikers 
reportedly talked about Christ's return, and then mysteriously disappeared. 
However, there have been no eyewitness accounts of these encounters. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.23 
SUDAN: GOVERNMENT STOPS ECUMENICAL PEACE SEMINAR 
The Sudanese government cancelled a seminar organized by the Sudan Council of 
Churches on 'Development as an Instrument for Peace' (12 November). SCC 
General Secretary Ezekiel Kutjok said the government allowed entry to seminar 
delegates from Nigeria, Zaire, Central African Republic, Chad, and Libya but 
cancelled it at the last minute. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.24 
USA: MAJOR DENOMINATIONS CONTINUE MEMBERSHIP DECLINE 
The 1990 Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches reports that membership in 
several major US denominations continues to decline in the last reporting 
period (from 1987 to 1988). Declines include United Methodist Church, 69 
430; Presbyterian Church (USA), 38 173; United Church of Christ, 17 787; 
Disciples of Christ, 13 549; and Episcopal [Anglican] Church, 6878. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.25 
ZAMBIA: PRESIDENT BANS GOVERNMENT ADS IN CHURCH NEWSPAPER 
Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda has banned all government and state- 
corporation advertising in an ecumenical newspaper, The National Mirror. He 
accused the paper of publishing 'lies' and 'rubbish', and misusing the gospel 
message. The Mirror has been calling for political reform in the one-party 
government of Zambia. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.26 
CARIBBEAN: ANGLICANS, METHODISTS RESUMING UNITY TALKS 
The Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas and the [Anglican] 
Church of the Province of West Indies have announced they are resuming unity 
talks which were suspended in the 1960s. Each denomination has eight 
districts or dioceses in the region. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.27 
WORLD METHODIST DELEGATION VISITS SOUTH AFRICAN PRESIDENT 
An ll-member delegation from the World Methodist Council has had a ‘positive 
and extremely hopeful' meeting with South African President F.W. de Klerk to 
discuss the current situation and the future of the country. According to a 
WMC report, the contrast in tone between this meeting and one in 1987 with 
then-president P.W. Botha was 'startling'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.28 

GUATEMALA: EVANGELICALS MEET TO DISCUSS HOSTILITIES 

Evangelical leaders in Guatemala met to discuss Protestant-Catholic 
hostilities which, they say, have been largely ignored by the police. These 
include violations of basic human rights, including arbitrary arrest, threats 
against congregations, assassinations, and persecutions. President Angel 
Edmund Madrid of the Guatemalan Evangelical Alliance spoke of a church near 
Guatemala City burned down by neighbours who objected to the rapid growth of 
the congregation. According to Britannica World Data for 1990, virtually all 
nine million Guatemalans are counted as Christians -— about three in four as 
Roman Catholic, most of the rest as ‘fundamentalist’. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.29 

UK: PEACE GROUP CRITICISES CATHEDRAL DEAL WITH NUCLEAR POWER COMPANY 

A British peace group, Christian CND, has criticized as "morally dubious' a 
sponsorship deal between Nuclear Electric company and the Anglican cathedral 
in Bristol. Nuclear Electric is giving 250 000 UK pounds over 10 years to 
Support the cathedral choir. Literature about the choir will mention Nuclear 
Electric, and a plaque is in the cathedral to mark the sponsorship. The 
arrangement was announced in a statement titled 'The Power and the Glory'. In 
a statement on behalf of CND, ‘What Power and Whose Glory', David Platt says 
"the nuclear industry is not just any other commercial sponsor. Pet disvean 
industry which for many Christians raises major issues of conscience.' He 
Says the cathedral would not have accepted similar sponsorship from a tobacco 
or wine and spirits company. Nuclear Electric says its material is not used 
for weapons, and that it sponsored the choir because ‘we are a Bristol—based 
company ... anxious to develop community links'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.30 

UK: PLANS FOR RELIGIOUS TV ADS PROMPT CRITICISM 

David Sheppard, the English Anglican bishop who chairs a_ religious 
broadcasting advisory committee, has expressed concern that draft guidelines 
for religious ads on UK radio and tv do not sufficiently protect the public 
from ‘American-style evangelists, or the possibility of cults using the 
airwaves'. The proposals ban ads by groups which 'practice or advocate 
illegal behaviour, or whose rites or other forms of collective observance are 
not normally directly accessible to the general public’. Another guideline 
bans ads ‘designed to appeal particularly to people under 18'. That prompted 
Communications Director Peter Meadows of the Evangelical Alliance to object 
that the. result would be to ban ads for groups like the Boys Brigade while 
children are subject to ads for many other things 'such as alcoholic drinks, 
and teenage mutant hero turtles'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.31 

CANADA: ECUMENICAL REVIEW OF DENOMINATIONAL DOCUMENT 

A cross section of people from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada were 
asked to respond to a recent document of the United Church in Canada on 'the 
authority and interpretation of Scripture'. ELCiC Bishop Donald Sjoberg asked 
for the responses after the UCC sent him a copy of the text and asked for 
comment. A five-page summary of ELCiC responses was sent to UCC headquarters 
in Toronto. According to an ELCiC report, the majority Lutheran opinion was 
that the United text is 'a good basic study', though some reservations were 
expressed about its focus on how human beings approach the Bible rather than 
on how God approaches human beings through the Bible. Sjoberg called the UCC 
‘invitation to respond to this important document ... a gracious act of 
ecumenical trust'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.32 
SAUDI PREACHER SAYS ABOUT 100 US SOLDIERS CONVERTED TO ISLAM 
A Saudi Muslim preacher said in a newspaper interview that ‘about 100' US 
troops in mostly-Muslim Saudi Arabia in response to the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait have converted to Islam. US Christian military chaplains dismiss the 
conversion reports as propaganda. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.33 
KUWAIT: CATHEDRAL REPORTED FUNCTIONING AGAIN 
Felicio Diniz, a Roman Catholic priest in Bahrain, reports that after some 
disruptions because of curfews in the wake of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, 
the Roman Catholic cathedral there is ‘functioning as normal with no 
problem'. He says attendance is reported ‘higher than usual'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.34 

SOUTH KOREA: STUDENTS KEEP BAPTIST CONVENTION IN SESSION 12 EXTRA HOURS 
Students from independent Capital Seminary, just outside Seoul, surrounded the 
building where messengers to the Korea Baptist Convention were meeting and 
refused to let them out for 12 hours. The students were calling for the 
convention to assume some responsibility for the seminary. The messengers 
were allowed to leave after the convention chairman and executive secretary 
promised to negotiate the matter. The seminary was begun by Korean Baptist 
evangelist Billy Kim. Several of its graduates pastor KBC congregations. The 
official KBC seminary is in Taejon. It has about 1500 students. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.35 

USA: LUTHERAN CONSULTATION ON JEWS WARNS ON LECTIONARY 

A two-day consultation on Lutheran-Jewish relations was convened in Chicago 
(3-4 November) under the auspices of the Office for Ecumenical Affairs of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Institute for Jewish-Christian 
Understanding at ELCA-related Muhlenberg College, in Allentown (Pennsylvania). 
Among other things, the group expressed particular concern about what it saw 
as ‘anti-Jewish implications' in the three-year lectionary (cycle of Bible 
readings) used by US Lutherans and many other traditions. It called for an 
ELCA initiative to explore a possible ecumenical revision of the lectionary. 
It also called for a major ELCA study of Christian-—Jewish relations. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.36 
GHANA: CHRISTIAN COUNCIL PLAYS ROLE IN DISCUSSION OF POLITICAL FUTURE 
The Christian Council of Ghana has published a 36-page booklet, ‘The Church 
and Ghana's Search for a New Democratic System', to help Christians take part 
in discussions about future political arrangements in the west African nation. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.37 

ADVENTIST WOMEN SUGGEST ALTERNATIVE TITHING BECAUSE OF ORDINATION BAN 

The US-based Adventist Women's Institute has proposed an alternative fund for 
tithes (gifts of 10 percent of one's income) which Seventh-day Adventists 
traditionally give to the US-based denomination, to protest its ban on the 
ordination of women. That ban was overwhelmingly upheld (1173-377) at the 
Adventist World Conference last July [EPS 90.07.105]. (Most Adventist support 
for women's ordination comes from North America.) Meanwhile, the Adventist 
Annual Council has decided to set up an Adventist Office of Women's Ministries 
to foster ministries by and to women. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.38 

USA: LUTHERANS ADOPT EXPECTATIONS FOR PASTORS, BISHOPS 

The Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has adopted a 
document on ‘vision and expectations' for its pastors and bishops. The text 
says it 'should not be understood as a juridical standard'. It says ‘ordained 
ministers fulfil the calling of the pastoral office not only by what they do 
in carrying out certain tasks, but also in who they are'. The section on 
sexual conduct says homosexual pastors and bishops are to ‘abstain from 
homosexual sexual relationships'. Unmarried clergy are to be chaste, married 
clergy faithful to their spouse. Another section offers guidance on the 
separation, divorce, and remarriage of ordained people. ELCA Churchwide 
Bishop Herbert Chilstrom says that while church ‘standards and expectations’ 
for clergy have at times been ‘largely unwritten', now ‘these assumptions may 
no longer be taken for granted'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.39 
POLAND: DEMONSTRATORS PROTEST ROMAN CATHOLIC INFLUENCE 
Several hundred people have demonstrated in Warsaw against religious 
instruction in state-run schools, and against proposals to make abortion a 
crime. The protesters gathered near the headquarters of the conference of 
Roman Catholic bishops. Almost all Poles are reckoned as Roman Catholics. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.12.40 
AFRICA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL CO-SPONSORS CONFERENCE ON CHILD SURVIVAL 
The Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches joined with the UN agency 
Unicef to co-sponsor a conference on child survival last month. People from 
about 20 African countries met in Addis Ababa. Among other things, the 
conference considered the church role in implementing the recent UN 
declaration on the rights of children. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.41 

BRAZIL: CHURCH PEOPLE INVOLVED IN INVESTIGATING COMMON GRAVE 

Religious and human-rights leaders in Brazjl and other countries are 
investigating a previously unknown grave discovered earlier this year in a 
cemetery in the northwestern part of Sao Paulo. It is estimated that the 
remains of about 1700 people - including about 500 children - are there, and 
it is widely suspected that the bones are those of political dissidents who 
disappeared during the two decades of military rule that ended in 1985. Among 
those involved in the investigation is the Commission for Justice and Peace of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Sao Paulo. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.42 
ECUMENICAL CENTRE PLANNED FOR EASTERN SIBERIA 
Delegations, including religious leaders, from the Soviet Union and the United 
States met in Anchorage in the US state of Alaska and signed an agreement to 
build an ecumenical centre for religion and culture in eastern Siberia. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.43 
EUROPE: CHURCH LEADERS VISIT EUROPEAN COMMUNITY COMMISSION 
A group of church leaders from nine western European countries visited the 
Brussels headquarters of the European Community Commission this month (5 
November). The meeting was organized with the help of the European Ecumenical 
Commission for Church and Society. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.44 
UNITED METHODIST BISHOPS APPEAL FOR ‘VITALITY AND FAITHFULNESS’ 
In a pastoral letter, the bishops of the US-based United Methodist Church urge 
UMC members to join them in a journey toward ‘vitality and faithfulness'. The 
bishops envision a 'blessed connection of vital congregations that seek to 
respond in unique and individual ways to the command of our Lord to teach, 
baptise, and to make disciples'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.45 
UNITED METHODIST COUNCIL REFERS LANGUAGE RULING TO CONFERENCE 
The Judicial Council of the United Methodist Church says the UMC General 
Conference (which meets next in 1992) will have to decide whether optional 
alternative usages such as ‘Almighty God' (instead of ‘Almighty Father') or 
"Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer' (instead of "Father, Son, Holy Spirit') can be 
used by the UM Board of Discipleship in a new UM worship book. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.46 

INDONESIA: CONFLICT IN LARGEST LUTHERAN BODY REPORTED 

Hong Kong-based Asia Lutheran Press Services reports that internal disputes in 
the Huria Kristen Batak Protestan, the largest Lutheran denomination in 
Indonesia, are said by some to have played a role in a decision by Indonesian 
authorities to deny permission for the meeting last August of the HKBP synod. 
(The authorities also banned an assembly of another Indonesian Lutheran 
denomination, the Christian Protestant Angkola Church.) ALPS reports that the 
dismissal of 23 pastors and 15 lay leaders by the HKBP Central Church Council 
was ratified by the last HKBP synod, in November 1988. Those dismissed were 
associated with the Retreat Group, which has published booklets questioning 
the leadership of the HKBP ephorus (presiding bishop), Soritua Nababan. The 
dispute, ALPS reports, has also affected Nommensen University, an HKBP school 
in Medan. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.47 

NETHERLANDS: CONTROVERSY ABOUT 'TOGETHER ON THE WAY' 

'Together on the Way' is the name of a multi-decade process designed to lead 
to unification of the two main Dutch Reformed denominations (NHK and GKN), and 
the small body of Dutch Lutherans. However, remarks by NHK General Secretary 
J. Haeck that GKN should return to NHK (from which it withdrew last century) 
have prompted a strong negative reaction from GKN leaders. Haeck premised his 
remarks on God's action in establishing NHK as the Dutch national church in 
the 16th century. In one response, Klaas Runia, editor of the independent GKN 
weekly newspaper Centraal Weekblad, observed that there were Christians and a 
church in the Netherlands before either NHK or GKN was formed. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.48 

HUNGARY: BISHOPS AND OTHER REFORMED LEADERS RESIGN TO ALLOW NEW ELECTIONS 

All four bishops, plus all delegates and officials at the superintendency and 
district levels of the Reformed Church in Hungary, have resigned following 
charges that many in the old leadership were too closely linked with the 
former communist government. New Reformed elections are to take place in the 
three months beginning in mid-November, with the possibility that some of 
those who resigned will be re-elected. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.49 

ZAMBIA: NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST CALLS FOR PEACE IN AFRICA 

A national prayer breakfast hosted by President Kenneth Kaunda to focus on the 
social, economic and political situation in Africa called for abolition of 
apartheid. South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha told the prayer meeting 
that apartheid was on its way out. President Joachim Chissano of Mozambique 
said good Christians fight for justice, freedom and equality. The prayer 
breakfast was proposed by President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda who also 
attended. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.50 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS ON CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY SAID TO BE EASING 
Following representations made to the Turkish governmemt by the Evangelical 
Alliance of Great Britain, it reports that the situation of the Christian 
minority there is easing. In July, the alliance reported that Christians in 
Turkey were experiencing frequent sporadic arrests, detention without charge, 
and church closures by local police. [EPS] 


: EPS 90.12.51 
SOVIET UNION: CHRISTIANS PLEDGE TO RECOVER GROUND LOST DURING REPRESSIVE YEARS 
During the Moscow Congress on Evangelization, (22-26 October), over 900 
Christian leaders pledged to commit themselves to recover ground lost during 
70 years of state-favoured atheism. Participants recalled Christians who ‘had 
died, were bereaved, suffered imprisonment, cruelty, discrimination, 
separation threats and oppression' during those years. Participants included 
Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholics, Baptists, Pentecostals, Lutherans, 
Methodists, and Adventists. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.52 

WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE LEADERS ISSUE STATEMENT ON GULF 

The seven presidents of the Geneva-based World Conference on Religion and 
Peace have issued a statement expressing deep concern about threats to life 
and peace in the (Persian) Gulf. They urge restraint and openness to dialogue 
by all parties in the conflict. The statement was signed by Nikkyo Niwano 
(Buddhist), Jacqueline Rouge (Christian), M.Aram (Hindu), Adamou N'Dam N'Joya 
(Muslim), Norma Levitt (Jewish), Toshio Miyake (Shintoist) and Tarlock Nandhra 
(Sikh). [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.53 
KOREAN METHODIST CONGREGATION REGISTERED IN MOSCOW 
A Methodist congregation especially for ethnic Koreans has been registered in 
Moscow, where there are an estimated 5000 such people. There are an estimated 
450 000 ethnic Koreans in the whole of the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.54 
VATICAN APPROVES LITURGICAL TEXTS IN ESPERANTO 
The Vatican has approved a translation of eucharistic and other liturgical 
texts into Esperanto, advocated by some as an international language. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.55 

EUROPE: ECUMENICAL SYMPATHY FOR ORTHODOX IN EASTERN-RITE DISPUTE 

The leadership of the Geneva-—based Conference of European Churches has 
expressed sympathy for Eastern Orthodox in property disputes - sometimes 
violent - involving them and Eastern-rite Roman Catholics over control of 
church property in the Soviet Union and eastern Europe. The Eastern-rite 
Roman Catholics have their origins in Eastern Orthodoxy centuries ago. During 
the period of communist rule, their existence was often illegal. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.11.56 
PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


Mary Ellen Fitzmaurice has left the Roman Catholic religious community of 
which she was a member in New York to become a family court judge. Roman 
Catholic church law forbids bishops, priests, and members of religious 
communities to accept ‘public offices which entail a participation in the 
exercise of civil power'. Ebénézer Mamia Woungly-Massaga is the new 
full-time general secretary of the Federation of Evangelical Missions and 
Churches of Cameroon (FEMEC), a new post. André Jacques, former migration 
secretary at the World Council of Churches, is the new president of the 
Geneva—based International Service Council for Human Rights. 


Honorary degrees: to WCC Deputy General Secretary Mercy Odiuyoye, by the 
University of Amsterdam; to Kenyan theologian John Mbiti, by the University 
of Lausanne (Switzerland); to Lutheran Bishop in Namibia, Kleopas Dumeni by 
the Theological Faculty of the University of Helsinki; to WCC staff members 
Ion Bria (director for renewal and congregational life) and Todor Sabev 
(deputy general secretary), by the Orthodox theology faculty at PreSov, 
Czechoslovakia; to Coptic (Oriental Orthodox) Pope Shenouda III, by the Roman 
Catholic theology faculty in Bonn. 


Ignatius IV, Eastern Orthodox patriarch of Antioch and All the East, has 
awarded the Order of Saints Peter and Paul to Gabriel and Nancy Habib. 
Habib is general secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches. Benjamin 
Masilo is a new vice president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 
From Lesotho, he is secretary for international affairs at the All Africa 
Conference of Churches in Nairobi. 


Ecumenist and former missionary to Zimbabwe Tord Harlin has become the first 
diocesan assistant bishop in the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK)% » "H@?4sPto0 
assist Bertil Werkstrom, who, as bishop of Uppsala is also SK archbishop. 
John Biggs, a former president of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, is to 
be the 1992-93 moderator of the Free Church Federal Council, which groups 
several denominations in England and Wales. The new Roman Catholic archbishop 
of Armagh, and thus head of the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland (including 
Northern Ireland), is Cahal Daly, till now bishop of the diocese of Down and 
Connor. He is an outspoken opponent of violence and terrorism. The new 
presiding bishop of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany is 
Gerhard Muller of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Brunswick. He succeeds 
Karlheinz Stoll of the North Elbian Evangelical Lutheran Church, retiring 
because of ill health. Another German provincial church ~ Pomerania —- has a 
new bishop, Eduard Berger, a former area superintendent in Saxony. He 
succeeds Horst Gienke, who retired nearly a year ago after criticism about 
his links with the former communist government. (Till May, the Pomerania 
church was called the Evangelical Church of Griefswald.) 


Died: Raymond Morris, 86, of a heart attack, 21 October, in Cleveland 
(Ohio/USA). Librarian at Yale Divinity School from 1931 to 1972, he organised 
the library for the World Council of Churches in Geneva in 1956; Australian 
Lutheran theologian Siegfried Paul Hebart, 12 November in Adelaide. Born in 
1909, he was founding principal of Luther Seminary in Australia, a post he 
held till his retirement in 1979. 


C.S.R. Topno, an Indian Lutheran pastor who was one of three people charged 
with the murder of former President Martin Tete of the Gossner Evangelical 
Lutheran Church [EPS 90.11.52], was released after charges were dropped. 
James Amstrong, a US Methodist bishop and ecumenical leader who resigned 
from the United Methodist clergy roster in 1985 having ‘failed my wife and 
family,' has asked to be reinstated. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 91.01.47 is the 47th item 
appearing in January 1991. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 
79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 
Indian. The next EPS deadlines are Mondays at 0800 GMT through 17 December, 
and on 14 and 21 January. In 1990, EPS appears 42 times. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-Geneva 2: 
Situation report (# 5, 20 November) on the crisis in the Middle East 
Situation report (# 6, 19 November) on relief in Romania 

Situation report (# 1, 21 November) on floods in Tanzania 

Situation report (# 2, 22 November) on emergency in Natal 

Situation report (# 4, 21 November) on refugees in Mozambique 


A report of its recent activities is available from WCC/CCPD, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


To the Wind of God's Spirit: Reflections on the Canberra Theme is a 
collection of articles related to the next WCC assembly. Copies are available 
from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, at 12.50 Swiss francs, 8.50 
US dollars, or 5.25 UK pounds each. 


In EPS 57/40, change the numbering of the final item to 90.12.56. 


Texts of presentations to the National Conference of Church Leaders in South 
Africa are available from the NCCLSA Co-ordinating Office, Box 79331, 
Senderwood 2145. 
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Coverage of the WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February 


EPS is to be posted three times weekly during the assembly. Please make 
requests for coverage by fax, e-mail, or telex, or for coverage focusing on 
a particular region, church tradition, or subject before 5 January. 


For those planning to cover the assembly in person, information is available 
from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Assembly background material includes a special issue of the WCC magazine 
One World, reviewing major WCC events/trends since the Sixth Assembly in 
1983, and a new book, Introducing the World Council of Churches. Both are 
available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. The magazine 
costs 5 Swiss, 3.95 US, or 1.95 UK. The book is 15 Swiss, 9.95 US, or 5.95 UK. 


The EPS address between 22 January and 22 February is: EPS, WCC Seventh 
Assembly, GPO Box 1566, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia. 


The general numbers for the assembly during that period are 61-6/249.6556 
(phone) and 61-6/249.5655 (fax). 


(Phone, fax, and e-mail numbers direct to EPS will be published as soon as we 
know them. ) 
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EPS 90.12.57 
ECUMENICAL CONCERN EXPRESSED FOR INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE 


The Quaker United Nations Office and the World Council of Churches, both based 
in Geneva, have sent a joint message to the United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights on the plight of internally displaced people. 


The commission meets in Geneva for about six weeks beginning at the end of 
next month (25 January-8 March). 


QUNO and WCC say about 30 million people are displaced in their own countries 
due to natural disasters, government policy, war, or civil strife. 


They say people who have been internally displaced have been virtually ignored 
by the international community, and note that no _  inter-governmental 
organisation is mandated to provide assistance and protection to them. 


The two groups urge UN attention to the causes of displacement, and an 
assessment of the responsibilities of organisations working with displaced 
people. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.58 
ECUMENICAL TEAM TO SRI LANKA URGES END TO CONFLICT 


After a visit to Sri Lanka, an ecumenical team has called for an end to the 
conflict there [EPS 90.11.1011]. 


The group says virtually every ethnic group or other community in the country 
has been touched by on-going fighting. 


In particular, the team expresses indignation at the use of children as 
soldiers, the abuse of women, and the large number of unexplained 
disappearances. 


The team rejects the view that different ethnic groups in Sri Lanka must 
necessarily be in conflict. Rather, it says, a conflict caused by other 
factors has been ethnicised. 


It says the basic issues of the conflict relate to the transition in Sri Lanka 
from a traditional to a modern society, and include such factors as 
unemployment, increasing poverty, and the breakdown of democratic political 
processes. 


The team recommends dialogue among various faiths, church participation in 
peace promotion, and the placement in Sri Lanka of international '‘'peace 
monitors’. 


It also recommends an ecumenical network of concerned groups among members of 
the World Council of Churches, which assembled the team, for prayer and 
action, and for cooperation with international bodies to exert pressure on the 
main forces in the conflict. 


Members of the team were Elizabeth Salter (WCC), Newton Thurber ([US] National 
Council of Churches), Norman Richardson (Irish Council of Churches), Solveig 
Aas ([Lutheran] Church of Norway), Kim Sung Eun (National Council of Churches 
in Korea), and Simon Moglia (Australian Council of Churches). [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.59 
NEW ZEALAND: ANGLICANS REVISE CONSTITUTION TO EMPHASISE CULTURAL AUTONOMY 


The General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of New Zealand 
(CPNZ) has agreed to a revised church constitution which gives each of three 
"tikanga' (cultural strands) - Maori, Pacifika (Polynesian) and Pakeha - 
freedom to order and run its own affairs. 


Maoris are descendants of the first people known to have lived in Aotearoa 
(New Zealand). Pakehas are descendants of the Europeans who arrived in New 
Zealand in the 1840s and subsequent decades. 


A special conference of 150 representatives from each of the tikanga drew up 
the document. It comes back to the synod for a final vote in 1992. 


Till now, the CPNZ constitution has not been significantly changed since 
1857. A CPNZ statement says the revised text retains historic CPNZ principles 
of church doctrine, decision-making, and government. The changes increase the 
number of Maori and Polynesian people in the synod. 


According to CPNZ Archbishop Brian Davis, the changes will create more unity 
‘because each partner will feel valued, and therefore feel free to make a 
contribution for the good of the whole.' Maori Bishop Whakahuihui Vercoe says 
the church will be ‘walking together, step by step along the same path.' 
Polynesia Bishop Jabez Bryce says ‘we feel we belong' in the new arrangement. 


Currently, CPNZ has eight dioceses in New Zealand (seven mainly Pakeha, one 
for Maoris), and a ninth, Polynesia (based in Fiji), which includes several 
Pacific island nations. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.60 
ASIAN ECUMENICAL BODY SEEKING WITHDRAWAL OF SINGAPORE CHARGES 


The Christian Conference of Asia is calling on the Singapore government to 
withdraw accusations that CCA was involved in subversive activities, according 
to its new general secretary, J.V. Samuel, a bishop of the [United] Church of 
Pakistan. 


The government has since returned CCA accounts it confiscated at the time, 
Samuel says, but ‘it was a wrong perception that the CCA was involved in 
subversion,' he says. 


Samuel says the expulsion of the CCA from Singapore two years ago created 
administrative and logistical problems, as it had to operate from offices in 
four countries. The proposal, he reports, is to consolidate CCA operations in 
two places, Hong Kong and Osaka (Japan). 


On the question of CCA membership for the post-denominational China Christian 
Council, Samuel says CCA is trying to bring CCC into its fellowship, 'but we 
have to move very slowly.' 


Samuel expressed concern at the election of conservative Muslims to govern 
Pakistan, calling this ‘depressing' to the small Christian minority there 
because of the possibility that Islamic law may be introduced. 


(About 97 percent of the 120 million people in Pakistan are Muslims. Almost 
all the rest are Hindus or Christians, in roughly equal numbers.) [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.61 
SWITZERLAND: VATICAN IN ROW ABOUT HONORARY DEGREES 


To mark its 100th anniversary last month, the Roman Catholic theology faculty 
at the University of Fribourg (Switzerland) had planned to confer five 
honorary doctorates. 


Though the university is state run, the theology faculty is related to the 
Vatican, whose approval for honorary doctorates is required. In two cases, it 
is reported, such approval was not forthcoming. 


In protest, the faculty decided to award none of the degrees. 


According to reports by two news agencies which specialize in religion, RNS in 
New York, and APIC in Fribourg, the Vatican vetoed the proposed degrees for US 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Rembert Weakland (Milwaukee, Wisconsin), and Albert 
Nolan, a South African Roman Catholic priest associated with the Institute for 
Contextual Theology in Johannesburg. 


The other three would-be honorees were Arturo Rivera Damas, Roman Catholic 
archbishop of San Salvador (El Salvador); Swiss Reformed theologian Marga 
Buhrig, one of the seven presidents of the World Council of Churches; and US 
pastor and theology school professor James Sanders. 


Pio Laghi, the head of the Vatican Congregation for Catholic Education, 
reportedly told faculty officials that Weakland's recent statements. on 
abortion ‘are not without doctrinal importance', and are ‘causing a great deal 
of confusion among the faithful in the United States'. An honorary degree 
from a ‘prestigious faculty of theology' would ‘only add to this confusion’. 


RNS reports that three Swiss bishops tried unsuccessfully to get Laghi to 
change his mind about the veto. 


In an interview, Weakland said, 'I believe I've stated the church's teachings 
on the abortion issue. But I don't think you bring people around to that 
position just by stating it.' 


He also observed that the Vatican ban has given the degree much more publicity 
than it would have received otherwise. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.62 
SOUTH AFRICA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL CONDEMNS WHITE ATTACK ON BLACK CHILDREN 


The South African Council of Churches has condemned an attack (25 November) on 
a Sunday school outing of 400 black children by a group of 25 white men near a 
Conservative Party-controlled town, Louis Trichardt. 


According to a pastor of the Apostolic Faith Mission Church of South Africa, 
the children were attacked as they were approaching a park for their picnic. 
They came from Venda, one of the nominally independent black homelands created 
by the South African government as part of its apartheid policy. 


Urging a government investigation of the incident, SACC says such an 
unjustified attack has increased racial tension. It notes other, similar 
attacks on blacks since the government repealed the Separate Amenities Act, in 
mid-October. That law provided for racially separate public facilities such 
as parks and toilets. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.63 
SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED FOR SEVENTH ASSEMBLY OF WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


A provisional list of speakers for the Seventh Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, in Canberra, the Australian federal capital, 7-20 February, has 


been announced. Theme of the gathering, expected to attract about 3500 
participants from around the world, is ‘Come Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole 
Creation.' 


Preaching at opening worship is Paul Reeves, Anglican Communion 
representative at the United Nations in New York. Previously, he was governor 
general (representative of the monarch) in New Zealand, and before that, 
archbishop of the Anglican Province of New Zealand. 


The presiding minister (main celebrant) during the ecumenical eucharist (the 
‘Lima liturgy') on the first Sunday (10 February) is to be John Samuel, a 
bishop of the [United] Church of Pakistan who is general secretary of the 


Christian Conference of Asia. The preacher is still to be announced. Two 
Orthodox eucharists are scheduled - Oriental (10 February) and Eastern (16 
February). And early most mornings, locally-arranged eucharists are to be 


celebrated under the auspices of different Christian traditions. 


In a plenary on the theme (8 February), Eastern Orthodox Patriarch 
Parthenios of Alexandria [Egypt] and All Africa, and South Korean Reformed 
theologian Chung Hyun Kyung are to offer reflections. The same day, the four 
Sub-themes are presented by a five-person panel: Pauline Webb, an English 
Methodist broadcaster; Philip Potter, a Caribbean Methodist theologian who 
was WCC general secretary from 1972 to 1984; German Reformed theologian 
Jurgen Moltmann; English Anglican theologian Mary Tanner; and Greek Eastern 
Orthodox theologian John Zizioulas. The sub-themes are ‘Giver of Life - 
Sustain Your Creation,' ‘Spirit of Truth - Set Us Free,' ‘Spirit of Unity - 
Reconcile Your People,' ‘Holy Spirit - Transform and Sanctify Us.' 


In a plenary on issues of justice, peace, and creation (JPIC, 11 February), 
scheduled speakers include two WCC presidents - Swiss Reformed theologian 
Marga Buhrig, and Central African Anglican archbishop Khotso Makhulu - plus US 
Eastern Orthodox theologian Stanley Harakas, and Nicaraguan Baptist pastor 
Brenda Ruiz Peres. 


‘Sharing Our Life - Toward a New Community,' a plenary on mission, service, 
and ecumenical sharing (13 February), is to include garbage collectors from 
Brazil, anti-apartheid activists from South Africa, members of groups 
Supporting illegal immigrants in the United States, and representatives of 
Norwegian Church Aid, which recently had its operations reviewed by a team 
from areas of the world in which it is active. 


A plenary (15 February) on the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity 
with Women (which was launched at Easter 1988), includes comments by 10 
people: Edmond Lee Browning (United States, Anglican), Brigalia Bam (South 
Africa, Anglican), Olga Banaba (Soviet Union, Eastern Orthodox), Fatin Atallah 
(West Bank, Lutheran), Yvonne Delk (United States, United), Nellie Ritchie 
(Argentina, Methodist), Athanasios of Beni-Souef (Egypt, Oriental Orthodox), 
Nita Barrow (Barbados, Methodist), Hector Mendez (Cuba, Reformed), and 
Hildegard Zumach (Germany, United). 


Themes of other plenaries include 'The Spirit Speaks to the Churches, (11 
February), ‘The Unity We Share and the Unity We Seek,' (12 February), and 
‘Land Rights and Identity' (13 February). [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.64 
WALES: NEW ECUMENICAL COUNCIL HOLDS FIRST MEETING 
Mission in Wales, church leadership, communications, and the Gulf crisis were 
issues on the agenda of the first meeting of the Council of Cytun, the new 
ecumenical body for Wales, which was held in Aberystwyth (8 November). [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.65 

SOVIET UNION: ECUMENICAL TEAM VISITS TO REVIEW RELIEF NEEDS 

At the invitation of leaders of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church, the 
World Council of Churches arranged for a team to visit the Soviet Union (5-9 
December) to review the food shortage there, and logistical arrangements for a 
possible ecumenical relief operation in the winter weeks to come. Also 
involved in planning the visit were representatives of the Lutheran World 
Federation, Conference of European Churches, and World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. Some church-related, relief-and-development agencies have also 
requested such an assessment visit. Similar visits are projected for Bulgaria 
and Romania before Christmas. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.66 
ALBANIA: CLERGY RELEASED FROM PRISON 
The Austrian church news agency Kathpress reports that 26 Roman Catholic 
clergy have been released from Albanian jails in recent weeks. The Albanian 
leadership has announced an easing of its anti-religion policies. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.67 
DENMARK: SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS HOLD CHURCH LEADERS MEETING 
A meeting of Seventh-day Adventist leaders from 14 countries was held near 
Copenhagen last month (20-23 November) to plan strategies for future SdA work. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.12.68 

PHILIPPINES: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL LAUNCHES PEACE CAMPAIGN 

The National Council of Churches in the Philippines launched a peace programme 
last month (14 November) which it hopes will bring all ‘warring forces' to the 
negotiating table. It includes peace education and ‘public witness’ among 
member NCCP members to promote their peace concerns. In a statement on ‘the 
churches in the pursuit of peace,' the council calls for church efforts not 
only for the ‘absence of armed conflict,' but also to address issues that 
‘threaten the well-being, welfare and common life shared by all.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.69 
NIGERIA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL APPEALS FOR PEACE IN GULF 
The Christian Association of Nigeria has appealed for all nations involved to 
find a peaceful solution to the crisis in the (Persian) Gulf. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.70 
DIRECTORY OF LITTLE KNOWN, INDEPENDENT BISHOPS OUT 
A new reference book, ‘Independent Bishops: An International Directory,' has 
been published in the United States. It describes itself as the most 
up-to-date and authoritative guide to little-known groups such as the Gnostic 
Catholic Church (Evangelical Christian), Order of the Spritual Christian 
Church, and the Universal Rite of Cosmic Architecture. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.71 
INDIA: CHRISTIAN STUDENT BODY CALLS FOR PROTECTION OF MINORITES 
The Orthodox Syrian Christian student movement has appealed to the Indian 
government to ensure security for religious minorities. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.72 
YUGOSLAVIA: MORE RELIGIOUS LIBERTY FOR SOLDIERS 
Soldiers in the Yugoslav army are to be given the right to have religious 
literature, according to a report in the Croatian weekly Nedeljna Dalmacija. 
They are also to be allowed to wear religious symbols, if these cannot be 
seen. However, ‘religious propaganda' is still forbidden, though official 
anti-religious talks are being abandoned. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.73 
INDIA: CHRISTIANS IN PRAYERS, FAST FOR PEACE, HARMONY 
Amid intensified conflicts between Hindus and Muslims (the two largest 


religious communities in India), Christians - about 2.5 percent of the Indian 
population of about 850 million - held a national day of prayer and fasting 
for peace and harmony, the last Sunday in October. Earlier, the National 


Council of Churches in India and the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India 
issued a joint appeal to Muslims and Hindus to ‘refrain from any action which 
will offend religious sentiments and lead to communal conflicts.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.74 

POPE APPEALS FOR EASTERN-RITE ECUMENISM 

Formally unveiling the new code of church law for eastern-rite Roman Catholics, 
Pope John Paul said there is nothing in it which ‘does not favour the path of 
unity among all Christians.' His comments came amidst notable tensions 
between Orthodox and eastern-rite Roman Catholics in the Soviet Union and 
eastern Europe. The pope noted in particular canon 903. It Says eastern-rite 
Roman Catholics - whose origins are, for the most part, in Eastern and 
Oriental Orthodoxy - are to commit themselves to unity, mutual and more 
profound knowledge, reciprocal collaboration, and fraternal respect toward 
other Christians. ‘These norms do not admit anything which could have even a 
Suggestion of actions or initiatives which are not in line with ... the 
fundamental rights of every human and baptized person, and the rights of every 


church, not only to exist, but also to progress, develop, and flower.' The 
code includes a special chapter on 'the promotion of Christian unity.' The 20 
eastern rites form five groups - Alexandrian (Coptic, Ethiopian), Antiochian, 


(Malankar, Maronite, Syrian), Byzantine (Melkite, Albanian, Belorussian, 
Greek, Bulgarian, Hungarian, Romanian, Russian, Ruthenian, Slovakian, 
Ukrainian, and Yugoslav), Armenian, and Chaldean and Malabar. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.75 
NO COMMENT ON REPORTS OF CZECHOSLOVAK SPIES IN VATICAN 
Vatican spokesperson Joaquin Navarro Valls had ‘no comment' on reports that 
during communist rule in Czechoslovakia, two secret agents passed themselves 
off as priests and infiltrated the Vatican. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.76 
USA: RELIGIOUS LEADERS MEET ON SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
Under the auspices of the [US] National Council of Churches, 64 US religious 
leaders met in Washington in mid-October to consider common strategies in 
combatting substance abuse. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.77 

ISRAEL: INTER-RELIGIOUS BODY FORMED 

An Inter-Religious Coordinating Council in Israel has been formed. David 
Rosen, one of those involved in it, says the organisation will provide 
coordination, cooperation, information, and Support for member organisations. 
Apart from working as a clearing house for internal and external work, IRCCI 
will also provide for consultations, action, and articulation on matters of 
concern for members. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.78 
HAITI: SUSPENDED PRIEST IN PRESIDENTIAL RACE 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a suspended Roman Catholic priest, is among the 26 
candidates in the presidential elections set for 16 December in Haiti. 
Aristide, a liberation theologian active among the poor, has been the victim 
of several assassination attempts. [EPS] ) 


| EPS 90.12.79 
REFORMED IN GENEVA CONSIDER CONFESSION OF FAITH, CHANGE OF NAME 
Six theologians of the National Protestant [Reformed] Church of Geneva (ENPG), 
are suggesting that the denomination consider adopting a confession of faith, 
and that it change its name to Reformed Church of Geneva. After a review by 
the ENPG consistory (governing body), the report goes to ENPG ministers and 
parish councils for reaction. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.80 

SWITZERLAND: ECUMENICAL JUBILEE YEAR URGED TO MARK 700TH ANNIVERSARY 

About 2000 Christians from several traditions marched in the streets of the 
Swiss federal capital Berne last month (24 November) to launch an ecumenical 
‘jubilee year' to mark the 700th anniversary of the Swiss confederation. The 
ecumenical appeal recalls a practice described in the Old Testament in which, 
every 50 years, slaves were set free and debts forgiven. As part of the 
jubilee, the organisers urged several steps in connection with national and 
global issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.81 

HAITI: PROTESTANT FEDERATION CONSIDERS DIVERSITY AND UNITY 

During a meeting convened in Port-au-Prince by the Protestant Federation of 
Haiti, representatives of the principal minority Christian traditions in Haiti 
- Methodist, Baptist, Adventist, and Pentecostal - considered ‘diversity and 
unity in Haitian Protestantism.' (Most Haitians are counted as Roman 
Catholics.) In another action, participants urged Haitians to vote in the 
upcoming presidential election. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.82 

ECUMENICAL MEETING AGAINST TORTURE 

The International Federation for Christian Action to Abolish Torture (FIACAT) 
met in the Swiss city of Basel. About 300 people from 12 national ACAT groups 
in Europe and North America were there, plus human-rights representatives from 
other countries. In an address to the group, ‘Hell - a Religious Torture 
Chamber,' German Reformed theologian Jurgen Moltmann outlined religious 
elements used to directly or indirectly justify torture. ACAT was founded in 
France in 1973. It counts about 30 000 members worldwide. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.83 

FRENCH POLYNESIA: REFORMED OPPOSE PHOSPHATE MINING, GOLF COURSE, CASINO 

In its annual circular letter to pastors and elders, the synod of the 
Evangelical [Reformed] Church of French Polynesia, expresses opposition to 
phosphate mining on the atoll of Maaieva (Tuamotu), because of the resulting 
pollution. It also opposes construction of a golf course on prime farm land 
on the island of Moorea, rejects the opening of a casino in the French Pacific 
territory, and calls for a halt to the testing of nuclear weapons. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.84 
GERMANY: . EASTERN BISHOPS MEET 
Evangelical (United, Lutheran, and Moravian) and Roman Catholic bishops and 
other church leaders from the former East Germany met in Berlin last month (19 
November). [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.85 
GERMANY: PASTOR WHO BAPTISED CATS SUSPENDED 
The German Lutheran provincial church of Thuringia has suspended Pastor 
Matthias Pohland for baptising cats at the request of their mostly elderly 
owners. Church officials called the cat baptisms "theologically highly 
suspect.’ [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.86 
UNITED METHODISTS CONSIDERING 'POWER SHARING' 
Though based in the United States, the United Methodist Church includes 700 
000 members in Africa, Europe, and Asia. (US UMC membership is about 8.9 
million.) Now under consideration is a plan to restructure the UMC General 
Conference to include equal numbers of delegates from the States, Africa, 
Europe, and Asia. Under the plan, that conference would deal with overarching 
issues such as ministry, theology, and world mission, but there would be four 
regional conferences to carry out General Conference mandates. According to a 
report accompanying the proposal, the changes would help the UMC to ‘live and 
serve together in common dignity and respect,' and ‘take seriously the unique 
needs and expressions of faith in each of the regions of the world and provide 
freedom for creative response to those unique characteristics.’ [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.87 
USA: PRESBYTERIANS CHARGING WOULD-BE ORDINANDS FOR EXAMS 
Because of a budget crunch, candidates for ordination as pastors in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) are being asked to pay 45 US dollars to cover costs 
of four of the five required examinations. There is no charge for the fifth 
exam, in Bible content. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.88 

US CHURCH DELEGATION OFF TO GULF AND OTHER PARTS OF MIDDLE EAST 

General Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle East Council of Churches says 
heads or other leaders of 12 to 15 US denominations will be visiting Middle 
East trouble spots such as the (Persian) Gulf, and the Israeli-Occupied 
Territories just before Christmas. Purpose of the trip is to demonstrate 
solidarity with Christians there, and underscore the commitment of the church 
leaders to a peaceful resolution of ongoing conflicts in the region. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.89 

QUAKERS GATHER EXPERTS TO CONSIDER GULF WAR ALTERNATIVES 

The [Quaker] American Friends Service Committee convened a group of US and 
Arab political analysts, conflict-resolution experts, and peace activists in 
New York last month (21 November) to consider non-military alternatives to the 
crisis in the (Persian) Gulf. The meeting was part of a six-month AFSC effort 
to prevent the outbreak of war because of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait last 
August, and to set the stage for longer-term, non-military actions to defuse 
Middle East tensions. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.90 

USA: GOVERNOR BANS ATHEISTIC LITERATURE FROM INNS IN STATE PARKS 

Governor Evan Bayh of the US state of Indiana has banned atheist literature 
criticising the Bible from placement in inns in state parks. Bayh said that 
state policy allows material from ‘bona fide religious organizations,' such as 
the Gideons, who distribute Bibles. President Anne Gaylor of the Wisconsin- 
based Freedom from Religion Foundation said her group proposed the pamphlet 
after state officials rejected its efforts to have Gideon Bibles removed from 
the inns. The foundation material describes the Bible as 'a violent racist 
and sexist fable.' It warns that literal belief in the Bible ‘may endanger 
your health and life.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.91 
USA: VATICAN CRITIQUE OF DRAFT ON WOMEN KEPT UNDER WRAPS 

Leaders of the conference of US Roman Catholic bishops have declined to 
release a Vatican critique of a proposed text from the bishops on women (which 
the bishops have shelved, at least for now). Some bishops say, in the words 
of one who did not wish to be identified, that the Vatican critique is ‘so bad 
that they [the conference leadership] don't want to see it let out' because 
‘they're afraid that it will offend and alienate women.’ However, Joliet 
Bishop Joseph Imesch, who heads the conference committee on women, said the 
Vatican document is not the bombshell some think. ‘It's nothing traumatic,' 
he said in an interview with the RNS news agency. ‘It's a good critique, and 
an answerable one.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.92 
GULF ANGLICANS CANCEL SYNOD 
A synod of the Anglican Diocese of Cyprus and the [Persian] Gulf scheduled for 
next February has been postponed for a year ‘due to the prevailing crisis in 


the region,’ according to diocesan bishop John Brown. He said the synod 
standing committee felt that Gulf delegates would ‘likely find it difficult to 
leave their work to attend.' In another Gulf crisis development, Michael and 


Jean Jones, the Anglican priest and his wife in Kuwait who were taken to Iraq 
after the Iraqi invasion have been able to call their two daughters in 
England. The priest said he has led worship at the Anglican church in Baghdad 
in recent weeks, and baptized an adult. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.93 

STAFF LEADERS OF CHRISTIAN WORLD COMMUNIONS MEET 

The general secretaries and other staff leaders of the world organisations for 
several Christian traditions (Christian World Communions) held their annual 
meeting in Budapest at the end of October. Also present were representatives 
of the World Council of Churches, the Conference of European Churches, and the 
World Evangelical Fellowship, all of whose memberships include various 
traditions. As moderator, the group chose Secretary General Samuel Van Culin 
of the Anglican Consultative Council to succeed Secretary Pierre Duprey of the 
Vatican Council for Promoting Christian Unity. Secretary of the group is B.B. 
Beach of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. The group heard a 
profile of the history and work of the Salvation Army, and also considered the 
changing religious situation in central and eastern Europe. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.94 
TANZANIA: NEW APOSTOLIC CHURCH SEEN COMPETING WITH MORAVIANS 
The IPS news agency reports that Moravianism in southern Tanzania is ‘under 
heavy threat' from a new denomination, the New Apostolic Church. Unlike the 
Moravians, the New Apostolic Church reportedly allows polygamists and alcohol 
drinkers to be full members. Most New Apostolic leaders are reportedly 
excommunicated Moravians. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.95 

ECUADOR: CATTLE RANCHERS UPSET BY CHURCH BUYING LAND FOR INDIANS 

IPS news agency reports that Ecuadoran cattle ranchers are angry because of a 
decision by bishops of the Roman Catholic Church in Ecuador to buy land and 
give it to Indians. Rancher leader Ruben Espinoza said the policy of the 
bishops will encourage Indians to illegally take over land. He said 
‘subversive nuns and clergymen' are encouraging Indians to ‘return to the 
prior era and reject civilisation.’ Victor Corral, secretary of the 
conference of bishops, said the action is being taken ‘in support of justice, 
and in order to provide preferential treatment to the poor.' [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.96 
INDIA: YMCA NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL LAUNCHES CULTURAL DECADE 
YUVANJUMAN 90, a four-day National Youth Festival sponsored by the New Delhi 
YMCA at the end of last month also served as the South Asia launch of the 
UN-Declared World Decade for Cultural Development, which began this year. 
Theme of the gathering, which attracted more than 500 youth from all over 
India, was ‘Culture for Peace.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.97 

PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES APPEALS ON BOUGAINVILLE 

Meeting in Suva (Fiji, 18-22 November), the Executive Committee of the Pacific 
Conference of Churches called for a day of prayer for peace in Bougainville, 
part of Papua New Guinea near the Solomon Islands. It also set up a PCC 
Justice and Peace Mission for Bougainville to represent PCC in dialogue and 
negotiations on the issue. According to the PCC committee, since 1988 the 
people of Bougainville have ‘endured lives of turmoil, a shattered economy, an 
escalating scale of violence and the loss of loved ones. The island and its 
people have suffered environmental and economic exploitation.' It described 
PNG military action to counter secession efforts as ‘a disaster,' with the 
current situation one of ‘deadlock and distrust.' It called for ‘resumption 
of dialogue and negotiation to achieve a just and peaceful solution.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.98 
CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE STUDY TEXT CALLS FOR NEGOTIATIONS IN GULF CRISIS 
The Christian Peace Conference has issued a study document on the (Persian) 
Gulf crisis. It says war is politically and morally wrong, and calls for a UN 
conference on all ‘open sores' in the region. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.99 
CONSULTATION FOCUSES ON CHURCH PARTICIPATION IN CENTRAL AMERICAN PEACE EFFORTS 
A consultation organised by the World Council of Churches, Latin American 
Council of Churches, [US] National Council of Churches and Lutheran World 
Federation on Justice, 'Peace and Democracy: Participation of the Churches in 
Central America' (5-8 November, in San Jose), called for more church 
involvement in the search for peace in the region. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.100 

GHANA: PRAYER GROUP CHALLENGES SYNOD DECISION 

The national executive of the Bible Study and Prayer Fellowship of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ghana has challenged a synod decision to 
ban it from using EPC premises because of its ‘ecstatic and frenzied' 
behaviour [EPS 90.12.18]. In a protest letter, the group characterises the 
ban as a 'plot against God.' It called on the synod clerk to reverse this 
‘unpopular, unconstitutional, ... and demonic decision.' [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.101 

ECUMENCIAL BODIES SEND OPEN LETTER ON EUROPEAN SECURITY, COOPERATION 

In connection with the 34-national European-North American summit meeting last 
month in Paris, the Conference of European Churches, {US] National Council of 
Churches, and Canadian Council of Churches, sent an open letter urging a 
Strengthening of the ‘human dimension' in the region, based on the rule of 
law, confidence-building measures, peaceful resolution of conflict, and 
protection of human rights. They urged priority for the situation of the 
developing countries and the convening of a conference on the debt crisis. 
They also called for legal protections for racial, national, linguistic, 
cultural, religious, and other minority groups, and for attention to 
envirionmental threats in Europe. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.102 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Message on Sri Lanka 


[This is excerpted from the message of the ecumenical team which visited Sri 
Lanka last month under the auspices of the World Council of Churches. ] 


The World Council of Churches wishes to communicate its sincere concern for 
the people of Sri Lanka, amidst the current civil crisis. ... 


Through this team, the WCC has once again become painfully aware of the 
manifold cries of anguish from groups within this nation in turmoil. There is 
no ethnic or community group that has remained untouched by this multi-faceted 
conflict, which has resulted in a total disregard for human life and dignity. 


It is with extreme urgency that the WCC team requests warring parties to bring 
a halt to all acts of violence in the interest of salvaging the remnants of 
the country's social fabric. 


In particular, we wish to highlight the open seduction and misuse of children 
and youth as soldiers of war, and the blatant abuse of women - wives, mothers, 
sisters and daughters - in all areas of conflict, as well as the large number 
of unexplained disappearances. These dehumanising practices are entirely 
deplorable and must be stopped. 


We remind the government of Sri Lanka of its special responsibility to all 
members of its constituency for the impartial provision of community health, 
balanced education and the protection of human rights. 


The WCC team joins with people of all faiths in affirming the universal right 
to life, political liberty and cultural expression with mutual respect, 
humanity and genuine equality. 


In standing with the Sri Lankan people, the WCC team seeks to clarify the 
issues associated with the ethnic conflict. It is our observation that the 
conflict cannot simply be attributed to the inability of different ethnic 
groups to coexist peacefully, but that many of the basic issues have been 
ethnicised. 


We perceive the significant basic issues to be related to the transition from 
traditional to modern society such as unabated high unemployment particularly 
amongst youth, increasing poverty in large sectors of society, and the 
breakdown of democratic political processes. 


The WCC team urges all Sri Lankan communities to seek earnestly the redressing 
of problems which have led to this bitter conflict, and not to be deceived by 
divisive appeals to racial prejudice and intolerance. 


To this end, we strongly encourage those with influence in areas of education 
and communication at all levels to promote programmes of inter-cultural 
dialogue and study. 


The WCC team affirms and encourages the Christian churches, and people of the 
other three faiths in Sri Lanka, in their unique role of bringing unity, 
fostering understanding, building trust and exploring new ways of cooperation, 
as together we seek to reconcile our people and heal the wounds of our 
conflicts. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.103 
ECUTEXT: A People's GATT for World Development 


[A meeting of non-governmental development and environment organisations 
(NGOs), including some with church connections, from 27 countries, has issued 
an appeal in connection with the ‘Uruguay Round' of trade talks, scheduled to 
conclude this month in Brussels under the auspices of the Geneva-based General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. This is excerpted from the text prepared by 
the NGO meeting. ] 


Food security is a basic human right of every nation. Food security depends 
on a democratic production system, in which the people have genuine and 
effective access to land, credit and technology and can participate in 
decisions on prices, production and imports. Developing countries must be 
able to guarantee food security by controlling and taxing cheap food imports 
in order to support their own food producers. 


Over-production and export dumping of farm products from the North must be 
eliminated by the abolition of all direct and indirect subsidies which cause 
it. Subsidies and price support to farmers in the industrialised countries 
should be linked to ecologically sound farming practices. 


To promote sustainable agricultural development in the Third World and to meet 
the needs of food-importing developing countries, conditions must be created 
for the support of smallholder productive capacity and prices which cover 
production costs in developing countries, as well as an equitable multilateral 
System for managing surpluses in the North. 


All countries must observe the {interntionally prescribed] standards of 
ecological sustainability ... GATT must not restrict the rights of countries 
to introduce enhanced standards. The export to the South of harmful products 
banned in the North must be prohibited. Production processes which deplete or 
pollute ecological resources should be banned. ... 


The people of developing countries must retain their rights to develop their 
own service and manufacturing sectors in accordance with their development 
objectives. They must keep their rights to regulate investment and the 
behavior of transnational companies. ... 


GATT rules on Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) should be limited to trade 
distortions such as counterfeit goods. ... Any extension of IPRs to life forms 
would reduce genetic diversity and threaten food security and must be 
prohibited. ... 


The functioning of the GATT system gives undue weight to the richer countries 
and companies. It must be made more democratic, accountable and transparent 


A new international trade organisation should be established only after full 
debate at national level and within the UN framework. It should operate on 
the basis of one country, one vote. ... 


As an outcome of the Uruguay Round, no commercial practice must violate 
people's basic rights, among others, the right to work and have access to 
means of production, the right to trade union protection, the right to food 
security, the right of self-determination and the rights of women and 
indigenous peoples, for all of which governments must remain accountable to 
their people. [EPS] 
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Ecumenical Press Service: Year 57 / Issue 42 
SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 91.01.47 is the 47th item 
appearing in January 1991. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 
79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 
Indian. In 1990, EPS appears 42 times. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-Geneva 2: 
situation report (#1, 29 November) on floods in Korea 

situation report (#1, 29 November) on conflict in Rwanda 

situation report (# 12, 4 December) on emergency relief in Sudan 


The address for all the following is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: The Sixth 
Report of the Joint Working Group Between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches is available from WCC Publications for 7.50 Swiss 
francs, 5.50 US dollars, or 2.95 UK pounds. Healing and Wholeness: The 
Churches' Role in Health, a report on a 10-year WCC Study, is available from 
WCC/CMC. Available from WCC/RCL are People Hunger to be Near to God: Common 
Convictions About Renewal, Spirituality, Community (a compilation of texts 
from WCC meetings in recent years), and the current (#18) Lay and Study 
Centres Newsletter. 


In EPS 90.12.63, delete the reference to Jiirgen Moltmann in Paragraph 4. 
(His doctors have advised him against travelling to Australia.) 
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EPS Coverage of the WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February 


EPS is to be posted three times weekly during the assembly. Please make 
requests for coverage by fax, e-mail, or telex, or for coverage focusing on 
a particular region, church tradition, or subject before 5 January. 


For those planning to cover the assembly in person, information is available 
from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Assembly background material includes a special issue of the WCC magazine 
One World, reviewing major WCC events/trends since the Sixth Assembly in 
1983, and a new book, Introducing the World Council of Churches. Both are 
available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. The magazine 
costs 5 Swiss, 3.95 US, or 1.95 UK. The book is 15 swiss, 9.95 US, or 5.95 UK. 


The EPS address between 22 January and 22 February is: EPS, WCC Seventh 
Assembly, GPO Box 1566, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia. The general numbers for 
the assembly during that period are 61-6/249.6556 (phone) and 61-6/249.5655 
(fax). (Phone, fax, and e-mail numbers direct to EPS will be published as 
soon as we know them.) 
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With colleagues from around the world here at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva 
- in particular with my immediate EPS colleagues Ken Mubu and Désirée De Rycke 
- I wish you and your families, friends, and colleagues that Christmas 'joy 
beyond all gladness' on which Christian Keinmann reflects in his 17th-century 
hymn text. In myriad darknesses - literal and metaphorical - the Sun of Grace 
s ines (no less for being unseen), now, always, and again. 
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| EPS 90.12.104 
SOVIET UNION: ECUMENICAL TEAM DISCUSSES RELIEF AND OTHER AID 


A five-person delegation of the World Council of Churches visited Moscow this 
month (4-9 December) to assess the food situation in the Soviet Union, and to 
discuss ecumenical action following reports of a severe shortage of basic food 
commodities. 


The team, led by Klaus Poser, director of the WCC Commission on Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service, met with church leaders, who confirmed earlier 
reports of deteriorating food supplies, and recommended an immediate 
ecumenical appeal for support. 


Archbishop Kirill, head of the Department of External Church Relations of the 
Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church, told the delegation that in the situation 
of food shortage, the church has an opportunity to live out its diaconal 
witness of service to the neediest. He also noted the role such service could 
play in subduing political tensions and strengthening democratization in the 
country. 


Both the Russian Orthodox Church and the Baptist Union are setting up their 
own relief networks, while WCC, through CICARWS, was asked to coordinate the 
ecumenical response. 


Although figures of those affected are not readily available, estimates 
indicate that nearly 100 000 people are at risk in Moscow alone. Other areas 
reportedly affected are Leningrad, Sverdlovsk, Smolensk, Arkhangelsk, and 
Chernobyl. 


Those especially affected are families with one income, and the disabled and 
the elderly in big cities where transport and distribution systems have 
deteriorated. 


Because they cannot easily queue up for supplies, or afford free-market 
prices, they have been included on the ecumenical priority list for immediate 
assistance. 


In presenting their requests for food and medicines to the ecumenical team, 
church representatives suggested 10-kilo family parcels, which are easier to 
handle and distribute. 


At a briefing in Geneva after the trip, Poser said hunger in the Soviet Union 
is not comparable to hunger in Africa, and reminded agency representatives 
present that while responding to the current Soviet situation, they should 
‘not forget their responsibilities' elsewhere. 


He noted that while there is now a situation of hunger in the Soviet Union, 
there is no starvation yet. But, he cautioned, the real difficulty will come 
in February or March, when stocks become low. 


During the visit, a draft memorandum of understanding between the Russian 
Orthodox Church and WCC/CICARWS was prepared. 


According to the draft, the ROC Department of External Church Relations is to 
set up a central coordinating office. WCC through CICARWS is to keep all 
cooperating ecumencial agencies informed of the progress of the programme. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.105 
CHURCH REPS WARN ON GLOBAL, AGRICULTURAL TRADE ISSUES 


One day before the Uruguay Round of international trade talks broke down in 
Brussels this month, church leaders from several countries called US proposals 
for reform in international, agricultural trade a ‘recipe for world hunger’. 
While generally supporting some reduction of trade barriers, they all stressed 
that this must not be at the expense of the right of every country to produce 
its own food. 


Meeting under the auspices of the European Ecumenical Organization for 
Development (EECOD), the church representatives said the United States was 
trying to open up the food market in developing countries to its own heavily- 
subsidised farm exports. At the same time, it urged both the United States 
and the 12-nation European Community to end export subsidies, and undertake 
immediate measures to restrict farm production while protecting the interests 
of vulnerable farmers and the environment. 


Heinz Joachim Held, head of the foreign office of the [United, Reformed, and 
Lutheran] Evangelical Church in Germany, and moderator of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, rejected the basic premise of the 
trade talks - that more trade means more economic growth which automatically 
leads to an improved standard of living. He said that without due regard to 
the environment and the distribution of growth, more trade by itself could be 
a dangerous remedy. And, he said, ‘it is not just a matter of justice, but of 
human dignity to allow people to produce enough food for their own needs, and 
not to be dependent on others'. 


Isidore de Souza, Roman Catholic archbishop of Cotonou (Benin), said a ‘total 
liberalisation of world cereal markets based on overproduction in the North' 
would mean ‘a renewal of slavery in the ... Third World’. On behalf of the 
Caribbean Conference of Churches, international relations specialist Neville 
Duncan said 'we can have no faith in liberalisation of trade, unless there is 
fairness, justice, and reciprocity in the development of the world. We need a 
new policy framework by all countries to achieve this.' 


The EECOD statement was made public by Held, de Souza, Duncan, Roman Catholic 
Bishop Paul Van Den Berghe of Antwerp, General Secretary Ian Linden of the 
London-based Catholic Institute for International Relations, and Archbishop 
John Roach of St Paul-Minneapolis (Minnesota/USA), president of the [US] 
National Cathoilic Rural Life Conference. 


It calls in general for 'preferential treatment' for developing countries. It 
urges recognition of their right to use quotas, tariffs, and taxes on imports 
to increase domestic food self-reliance, and to encourage the production and 
consumption of domestic’ staples. It also sharply criticizes parallel 
proposals to ban incentives in developing countries to rural food producers. 


EECOD General Secretary Peter Crossman said these twin proposals are an 
‘unacceptable violation of the political sovereignty of developing countries, 
and the most basic right of millions of their inhabitants - the right to food'. 


First reaction to the breakdown on the talks among several church observers 
was relief that more time would be available as a result to refine proposals, 
which in some cases do not distinguish the purpose and effects of the same 
practices (such as agricultural subsidies) in different parts of the world. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.106 
USA: CHURCH LEADERS SEND PROTEST LETTER TO PRESIDENT BUSH ON GULF 


A group of 15 Protestant and Orthodox leaders sent a letter to President 
George Bush (29 November) calling for a 'negotiated political solution to the 
crisis in the (Persian) Gulf’. 


The leaders whose churches are related to Christian communities in the Middle 
East say they are convinced that war as a means of settling international 
disputes 'is in conflict with the teachings of our faith'. 


The letter called on the President to pursue every means for a negotiated 
political solution to the crisis and to declare the interests of the United 
States in increasing its military deployment to the region. 


It further calls on him to withdraw US military forces from the region, except 
those required by the United Nations to maintain peace and security. It also 
urges support for an international conference to deal with all areas of 
conflict in the Middle East. 


While condemning aggression and supporting United Nations sanctions, the 
church leaders say a war ‘would be disastrous in its human and environmental 
costs'. 


The church leaders are planning a trip to the Middle East later this month. 
[EPS] 


EPS 90.12.107 
SOUTH AFRCIA: CHURCH, POLITICAL LEADERS IN PEACE, UNITY TALKS 


Black church and political leaders held a summit meeting (29 November, in Cape 
Town) to discuss peace and unity and to plan for future negotiations with the 
South African government. 


The meeting was called by Archbishop Desmond Tutu of the [Anglican] Church of 
the Province of Southern Africa. It was attended by representatives of the 
African National Congress, the Azanian Peoples' Organization, the Pan 
Africanist Congress and some people from the 'independent' homelands. 


Church representatives included leaders of the South African Council of 
CHurches, the Methodist Church of Southern Africa, and the Anglican Church in 
Southern Africa. 


Announcing the purpose of the meeting, Archbishop Tutu said church and 
political leaders need to meet ‘urgently to plan strategy of negotiations, to 
adopt a code of conduct in political dealings, and to decide on how to handle 
the factional violence and to promote unity and peace'. 


He said the church had ‘a special responsibility to all these (political) 
leaders together, our commitment to the liberation of our people has been 
uncompromising but we also have to make it clear that we have no party 
political alignment’. 


The meeting comes soon after a historic gathering of the churches (EPS 
90.11.93) at which a wide range of issues were discussed. In a declaration at 
the end of that meeting, church leaders confessed their role in supporting 
apartheid and called for its abolition. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.108 
PLANS PROCEEDING FOR ECUMENICAL GLOBAL GATHERING OF YOUTH AND STUDENTS 


In less than two years, an Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students 
is to take place in Sa Paulo (Brazil), sponsored by six world bodies — World 
YWCA, World Alliance of YMCAs, International Movement of Catholic Students, 
International Young Catholic Students, World Student Christian Federation, and 
Sub-Unit on Youth of the World Council of Churches. 


The last similar gathering was the Third World Conference of Christian Youth, 
which met in Kottayam, in the Indian state of Kerala, in 1952. 


A 12-person planning committee is preparing the gathering. It meets next in 
May in Sao Paulo. Manuel Quintero, a 39-year-old Cuban who is outgoing WSCF 
co-secretary general, begins work as EGGYS organising secretary next month. 


Theme of the gathering is 'Where There Is No Vision, the People Will Perish: 
We Gather for Life.' Between 700 and 1000 participants are anticipated. 
Probable date for EGGYS is October or November of 1992. One reason for the 
choice of a Latin American site for the gathering is the 500th anniversary in 
1992 of the arrival of explorer Christopher Columbus in the Western 
Hemisphere. One item on the EGGYS agenda is an assessment of the subsequent 
five centuries in terms of the effects of Christianity and western 
civilisation in the hemisphere. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.109 
WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES WRITES TO JAPAN, KOREA. LEADERS 


The Geneva—based World Alliance of Reformed Churches sent a letter (13 
November) to Japanese Prime Minister Takeo Kaifu over the use of Shinto rites 
in the November enthronement of the emperor. Signed by General Secretary 
Milan Opocensky, the letter says the WARC Executive Committee is concerned 
because many people in Asia still recall that the Japanese army carried out 
military actions during the Second World War in the name of the emperor as 
divine. 


The letter also expressed concern over the treatment of minorities living in 
Japan, and referred to a resolution passed earlier by the WARC Executive 
Committee calling for an end to Japanese discrimination against minorities. 


In another letter, to Prime Minister Kang Yong-Hon of South Korea, the WARC 
Executive Committee expresses concern about the situation in the Korean 
peninsula and the reunification of the two Koreas. It says WARC plans to hold 
a consultation involving Christians from the two countries. It expresses 
pleasure at the release of Christian leader Moon Ih Kwen, but urges the 
release of other political prisoners. 


In South Korea itself, the national conference of Roman Catholic bishops has 
urged the release of political prisoners as a way to further reunification of 
the north and south. Meeting 22 November, 17 bishops voted to send a letter 
to South Korean President Roh Tae-woo. The bishops say the release of Paul 
Moon Kyu-hyun and ‘all political prisoners' would create an atmosphere of 
reconciliation and help thaw relations between North and South Korea. 


Moon and student Sussabna Im Sookyong were arrested under South Korea's 
National Security Law as they tried to re-enter the South in August 1989 after 
attending the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students in the North Korean 
capital of Pyongyang. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.110 
RWANDA: SITUATION SAID TO BE FLUID 


The situation in Rwanda where rebels invaded from neighbouring Uganda nearly 
six weeks ago is said to be fluid, according to a situation report of CICARWS, 
a World Council of Churches' commission. 


It says there are still a number of needs facing displaced people. Food, 
clothing, milk, soap and other detergents are said to be in short supply. 
Also not available are medicines, school materials, roofing sheets, 
agricultural tools and domestic utensils. 


The report expresses disappointment with the response to the commission's 
appeal for assisting those affected by the conflict. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.1111 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA: INTEREST IN RELIGION RISING 


Religious News Service reports that since the revolution that overthrew the 
Communist regime nearly one year ago, spiritual awakening has’ swept 
Czechoslovakia. 


Mass evangelical crusades, handbills advertising Bible classes, televised 
masses, crucifixes for sale from sidewalk vendors and standing-room-only 
lectures in Jewish history are all now openly carried out following the 
reinstatement of full religious freedom. 


"Now everything is free, all churches can do what they want to', says Anezka 
Ebertova of the Czechoslovak Ecumenical Council. She says limitations now 
come from economic considerations and not from political ones. 


She says there is a 'very strong movement toward religion. It is very hard to 
discover the real situation. Interest in the Bible and religion is something 
almost fashionable.' 


For nearly 40 years, the government strictly controlled the practice of 
religion and pastors were paid by the state. Authorities had to approve all 
church appointments and many religious groups were forced to worship secretly. 


Ondrej Ernyei, a member of the Jewish community in Prague says a policewoman 
"would call me in for questioning three times or so a year. Members of all 
religions were treated this way'. 


However, some people feel that religious freedom may be abused. 


For example, the Christian Democratic Party is a member of the Slovak 
coalition government which is closely allied with the church and it is 
believed to be determined to fight for a new, tough abortion law. 


Other Slovaks with a secular orientation say they fear that the Roman Catholic 
Church may gain too much political influence. 


Ivan Dianiska of the Research Centre for Social Problems in Bratislava says 
"some church allies want to censor books and movies'. Slovak Culture Minister 
Ladislav Snopko says friction among denominations cannot be abolished by the 
State 'because that would mean a return to totalitarianism’. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.112 
USA: GENTILES WHO PRACTISE LAWS OF NOAH MAKE UP A GROWING MOVEMENT 


Nearly 250 people who practise the Laws of Noah as taught in the five books of 
Moses but who are not Jews gathered in Athens, (Tennessee, USA) for their 
fifth annual meeting. 


Some of them were ordained into the Christian ministry but no longer consider 
themselves Christians. At the same time they engage in many of the practices 
of Orthodox Jews, but don't want to convert to Judaism. 


They are known as Noachides, or Children of Noah, and they represent a small 
but growing movement that is returning to practices of some Gentiles of the 
Greco-Roman period. 


James D. Tabor, a member of the advisory council of the movement, says the 
Noachides 'tend to be, by and large, disenfranchised former Christians. They 
do not denounce belief in Jesus, but they're not in any way Christians. The 
most they would say is that he (Jesus) was a great teacher.' 


A former minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Tabor says 
the Noachides are Gentiles who are convinced that Jesus was not God but who 
want to identify with the Jewish tradition of ethical monotheism without 
actually converting to Judaism. 


An unpublished article on the origins of the movement by Tabor says all humans 
should follow the 'seven laws of Noah', traditionally enumerated as 
prohibitions of idolatry, blasphemy, bloodshed, sexual sins, theft, eating 
flesh or blood from a living animal and the obligation to establish legal 
systems to administer justice. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.113 
AUSTRALIA: ANGLICAN COMMISSION OPPOSES SURROGACY 


The Social Responsibilities Commission of the Anglican Church of Australia 
Says there should be no legal recognition of surrogacy arrangements. 
Commission chairman Bishop Oliver Heyward says surrogacy raises fundamental 
questions about birth and nurture in ‘our society’. 


He was reacting to a Report of the National Bioethic Consultative Committee 
which says couples should be free to use any means to have children and that 
the state has no right to intervene. 


"Australia society has values', he says. "It holds that the family is a 
social institution of value, and the birth of a child is necessarily linked 
with the family. We cannot allow private individuals to break the nexus 
between birth and upbringing.' 


Recent developments in reproductive technology have made surrogacy possible, 
but the Commission says the process reduces birthing and mothering and has the 
potential to exploit women. 


Bishop Heyward dismisses surrogacy because ‘it is not acceptable on moral 
grounds'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.114 
BOTSWANA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL CALLS FOR WEEK OF PRAYER FOR RAIN 
Facing a possible drought in the country, the Botswana Christian Council urged 
all its members to join in a week of prayer for rain (9-16 December). [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.1115 

SWISS SECRET ARMY REPORTEDLY SPIED ON EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL MEETING 

A Swiss parliamentary report reveals that, among other things, a now-disbanded 
Swiss secret army spied on the European Ecumenical Assembly for Peace and 
Justice, in the Swiss city of Basel in May 1989. General Secretary Jean 
Fischer of the Conference of European Churches, which arranged the assembly 
along with CCEE (the council of conferences of European Roman Catholic 
bishops), expressed regret that the Swiss reputation as ‘a country of freedom 
and democracy, where ecumenical meetings could take place without fear of 
being watched (a common happening in former communist countries) has now been 
tarnished by the irresponsible acts of illegal security services'. He urged 
‘appropriate steps to prevent a recurrence of such infringements of law'. The 
Swiss ecumenical council is 'particularly ashamed' at the army spying. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.116 
ENGLAND: ‘ECUMENICAL MODERATOR’ APPOINTED FOR CITY OF MILTON KEYNES 
An ‘ecumenical moderator' has been appointed as a church leader in the English 
city of Milton Keynes. He is veteran Baptist ecumenist Hugh Cross. Something 
like a bishop, he is to share responsibility for mission and pastoral care 
with area denominational leaders in the area. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.117 
NIGERIA: CONFERENCE ON EXTERNAL DEBT HELD 
A conference on Nigerian external debt was organized by the Institute of 
Church and Society of the Christian Council of Nigeria to motivate the 
churches there to speak out about the effect of the debt crisis. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.118 

ZAMBIA: PRESIDENT SEEKS RECONCILIATION WITH THE CHURCHES 

Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda met with church leaders late last month C27 
November) to discuss a widening church-state rift in the country. In 
September, he accused the church of creating hatred in the country [EPS 
90.09.07]. In November [EPS 90.12.25], he banned all government and 
State-corporations from advertising in the National Mirror, an ecumencial 
newspaper which he accused of publishing 'lies' and 'rubbish'. [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.119 

VATICAN APOLOGISES OVER VETO OF HONORARY DEGREE 

Pio Laghi, the archbishop who heads the Vatican Congregation for Catholic 
Education, has apologised to Archbishop Rembert Weakland (Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, USA) for not having contacted him before vetoing a proposed 
honorary degree for him from the theology faculty of Fribourg University in 
Switzerland [EPS 90.12.61]. Honorary Fribourg theology degrees require 
Vatican approval. Weakland and Albert Nolan, a priest noted for his 
anti-apartheid work in South Africa, were reportedly vetoed by the Vatican. 
In protest the faculty decided not to award any of the honorary degrees it had 
planned in connection with its 100th anniversary. Laghi told Weakland he 
regrets the ‘pain you suffered', which was ‘inadvertently caused'. He says 
the reason why approval was withheld was because his congregation had not 
evaluated a report of abortion hearings Weakland held. He spoke of ‘delays 
beyond my control', and said procedures for Vatican approval of such degrees 
are ‘complex and ponderous’. He regretted that his course of ‘'prudent 
patience' was 'negatively received'. He added that he prefers dialogue as his 
‘normal style'. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.120 
ECUTEXT: WSCF 1991 New Year Message 


[This message, 'Called to be Peacemakers', is from the Geneva-based World 
Student Christian Federation. ] 


The pursuit of peace, as the core of God's action in the world, becomes all 
the more an imperative as we face the coming of New Year. The obsession for 
war as the means to resolve conflicts between nations and peoples is an 
idolatry that runs counter to the Gospel message. It is a negation of the 
very purpose for which Christ offered his life to the world. 


As the crisis in the Gulf deepens and unfolds into far greater proportions and 
the likelihood of an insane bloodbath increases, we are called to denounce the 
use of force and military might as a pretext for peace. Hence our call to 
the Iraqi government to withdraw unconditionally from Kuwait, to the 
subsequent withdrawal of all foreign troops from the area, and to the United 
Nations to continue its efforts towards a political and diplomatic settlement 
of the Gulf conflict which takes into account the wholeness of problems in 
that area, primarily the unsolved Palestinian question. 


But peace is not merely the absence of war, for violence does not come only 


from guns. It is also bred by existing systems and structures that bring 
good to only a few, while the rest continue to be dehumanized by poverty and 
exploitation. Indeed, anybody who is committed to peace cannot boast of or 


rejoice over the end of the Cold War for while it had its beneficial impact in 
Europe, it has not made any difference in the unjust and unequal relationship 
between the North and the South yet. 


A recently published United Nations primer on the world economy states that it 
is not insufficient food supply that is the cause of hunger and starvation in 
the developing countries. It is due, rather, to the inequitable distribution 

of food and wealth and the imbalance in the food and economic systems. 


Economic aid, through big financial lending institutions, virtually dominated 
by countries of the North, has not alleviated the plight of developing 
countries. It has in fact worsened the crisis these countries are facing due 
to exorbitant interest rates and the type of economic restructuring that these 
institutions dictate. 


It is in this context that we, as Christians, are called to become peacemakers 
- to pursue genuine peace, not just to preach it. The signs of the times 
demand from us the courage and the hope we will need to run the risks of 
peacemaking. The substance of our hope and courage lies in our encounter 
with Jesus, who told us to find and meet and love Him in the poor, the 
marginalized, and the outcast. 


Let us face the coming year 1991, not with fear and cynicism, but with faith 
in a God who will sustain our efforts in striving for peace, as we join hands 
with all those who endeavour to turn swords into ploughshares, and spears into 
pruning hooks, so that nation shall not lift sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war no more (Isaiah 2:4). 


With Christian students around the world, let's join in an invocation that the 
World Student Christian Federation has prayed since 1969: '0 God, who would 
run the risks of peace and not the risks of war, help us to strive for peace 
and stop the war.' [EPS] 
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| EPS 90.12.121 
ECUTEXT: The Unity of the Church - Gift and Calling 


[In 1987, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches requested 
that the Sub-Unit on Faith and Order undertake a ‘fresh consideration of the 
concepts and forms of the unity we seek', and to prepare a draft text for 
consideration by the WCC Seventh Assembly, in Canberra, Australia, in February 
1991. This is the F&O response to that request. ] 


Tek The Church of Jesus Christ, within God's purpose, is one. It is called 
to glorify God. : 


The Holy Spirit at Pentecost manifested the dynamic unity in diversity of the 
church. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit enable the one church to live as sign and servant 
of the reign of God and the reconciliation which God provides for the whole of 
creation. 


Yet the churches are painfully divided. Their scandalous division endangers 
and damages the credibility of their witness to the world in worship and 
service. 


God therefore summons the churches to repentance. The Lord calls them to 
overcome all human barriers, to make the church's oneness visible in the world 
today, and to live out fully God's gift of unity in Christ through the Spirit. 


142 We [delegates to the 1991 WCC Assembly] acknowledge with gratitude that 
through the ecumenical movement the churches have been led closer to one 
another in mutual understanding, theological convergence, common prayer, 
shared witness and service. 


The churches recognize that in their own life and in their relationships with 
one another unity is present and active, but in different ways and degrees. 


Yet we also recognize with pain that many Christians and churches, who have 
developed their own ways of cooperation and shared life, do not feel able to 
belong to a common ecumenical movement. 


Old divisions still persist and new ones arise both in doctrine and over moral 
and socio-political issues. 


The churches also have often failed to draw the consequences for their life 
from the agreements which they have already achieved. 


They have also often remained satisfied to co-exist in division. 


bie, gu f The unity of the church to which we are called joins us in pilgrimage 
together. 


The goal in history of this pilgrimage is a unity in apostolic faith confessed 
in common; it is the communion, koinonia, formed and sustained by the Word of 
God in a common sacramental life, entered by the one baptism and celebrated 
together in one eucharistic fellowship; it is a life together in which 
members and ministries are mutually recognized and reconciled. [over] 


unity/2 


In this life together, we follow as co-workers Christ's mission to the world, 
as witness is given to the gospel of God's grace, and service is offered to 
all. 


Thus the search for the full realization of unity consists in the efforts, 
guided by the Holy Spirit, to reach a point where all the churches can 
perceive in one another the one body of Christ and can enter into living 
eucharistic communion with one another, a communion which is a credible sign 
of God's love for humankind and of the new creation. 


Lion This communion, rooted in the proclamation of the word in one 
eucharistic fellowship, must be fully manifested both on a local and a 
universal level by means of conciliar forms of life and action. 


In such conciliar communion churches are bound together at all levels in 
sustained and sustaining relationships, through confessing the one faith and 
engaging in worship and witness, deliberation and action. 


Personal, collegial, and communal forms of ministry are intended to serve the 
life together in this communion. 


Conciliar communion allows for different organizational expressions of unity 
and for diversities arising from theological traditions and from various 
cultural, ethnic, and historical contexts. 


Difference and diversity are integral to the nature of communion; yet there 
are limits to the difference and diversity. 


In communion, differences and diversities are to be brought together and 
transformed in such way that, as gifts of the Spirit, they contribute to the 
richness and fullness of the one Church of Christ. 


IIt.1 The unity of the church to which we are called demands mutual respect, 
sensitivity, caring and accountability. 


In taking specific steps together the churches express and encourage the 
enrichment and renewal of Christian life, as they learn from one another, 
suffer and rejoice in solidarity, pray with and for one another, work together 
for justice and peace, and care together for God's creation. 


Thus the churches will grow together towards that oneness which is given by 
God. 


ee The unity of the church as God's gift and calling is not for the good 
of the churches alone. It is for God's glory in the fulfilment of God's 
purpose in the world into which Jesus Christ came. 


Enabled by the Holy Spirit, this unity is a sign of reconciliation for the 
renewal of humankind, a means through which God gives healing for a broken and 
threatened world. 


Thus in the conciliar communion in which this unity finds expression, the 
churches look beyond themselves and await in expectation that perfect unity 
when God will be all in all. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.12.122 
ECUTEXT: Peace and the Reunification of Korea 


[This is the text of the communiqué after a third ecumenical consultation on 
"peace and the reunification of Korea'. With 13 participants, it took place 
in Glion, Switzerland, under the auspices of the World Council of Churches, 
and made plans for a five-year programme leading to a biblically-inspired 
Jubilee Year in 1995, the 50th anniversary of the division of Korea. ] 


--. The meeting occurred in a rapidly changing international environment. 
Ideological assumptions are under challenge across the political spectrum. 
Alliances have shifted and reformed. Economic structures and institutions are 
Straining to control or adapt to the new situations and new military 
provocations threaten to destroy the potential for post-Cold War peace, 


The rapid unification of Germany in particular has occasioned a re-examination 
of the similarities and differences with Korea. The reunification of Korea, 
the last country to remain divided from the Second World War, has been made 
all the more urgent and Korea's continued divided status all the more painful 
by these developments. 


With renewed urgency in this rapidly evolving climate, the participants 
endorsed the following five-year plan for the Jubilee year of the peace and 
reunification of the Korean peninsula, as agreed upon by the representatives 
from South and North Korea: 


Le For the observance of the annual world day of prayer for. the 
reunification of Korea, Korean Christians will work on a common liturgy, 
including the intercessions for peace and the reunification of Korea and the 
hymns to be used, to be shared with ecumenical friends throughout the world. 


a In order to deepen and strengthen awareness of the issue of Korean 
reunification, Korean Christians will promote peace education and 
reunification education in accordance with the agreements reached by Korean 
Christians in the Glion meetings. 


i Korean Christians will expand their respective movements for peace and 
reunification within the Christian communities and promote their solidarity 
with movements in other sectors of society. 


4. Korean Christians will urge their respective governments to conclude a 
non-aggression agreement and to realize a phased arms reduction, and also to 
stop any large-scale military exercises which aggravate military tensions, 
including 'Team Spirit’. 


54 Korean Christians will campaign for the release of political prisoners 
imprisoned due to their participation in the movement for the peace and 
reunification of Korea. 


6. With a view to broadening people's participation in contacts and 
exchanges between North and South, and to overcoming the monopoly of the 
government for such contacts, (a) all laws and legal restrictions which are 
obstacles to civilian contacts and exchanges should be abolished and (b) 
dialogues and meetings between South and North Korean Christians should next 
be held in Pyongyang and then in Seoul. 


* i For the reunion of separated families, Christians will make their utmost 
effort through various international and national organizations including the 
Red Cross. [over] 


korea/2 Ae 


8. Korean Christians invite the world Christian community, for example the 
WCC, CPC, and CCA, to cooperate with and support in solidarity movements of 
Korean Christians both in the North and in the South towards the peace and 
reunification of Korea. ... 


Reflecting on the road they have travelled since Tozanso [Japan] in 1984, 
participants in Glion III re-committed themselves to assuring significant 
inclusion of women and youth in all their future deliberations and actions. 


The participants welcomed initiatives by Christians throughout the world to 
open contact and dialogue with the Christians of North Korea. However, on the 
basis of the wisdom and experience gained in this ecumenical process, they 
reasserted the responsibility of denominations, confessions and regional 
bodies to abide by the commitment to consult fully with the WCC in planning 
and preparing for such events. ... [EPS] 


EPS 90.12.123 
ECUTEXT: Israeli Response to Ecumenical Statement on Temple Mount Incident 


[This letter to Emilio Castro, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, from Itzhak Lior, Israeli permanent representative in Geneva, was 
made public by both Lior and Castro.] 


I am writing to express strong dismay at the statement issued jointly by 
yourself, and the general secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches, as 
well as Jerusalem church leaders, following the recent incident on the Temple 
Mount. We learned of it only owing to its publication in the Ecumenical Press 
Service [EPS 90.10.63]. 


We consider the statement entirely one-sided, not least because it disregards 
completely the background to the incident, which started with the stoning of 
Jewish worshippers gathered at the Western Wall, during the holy day of 
Tabernacles. It is unfortunate that the World Council of Churches, a body 
dedicated to the principle of freedom of worship, has remained silent about 
this attempt to interfere with the exercise of this freedom. 


In addition, the WCC claims credit for having ‘repeatedly appealed to Israeli 
authorities to ensure the sanctity of the holy places in Jerusalem, and the 
free access to them by the adherents of the respective religions’. 


Conveniently forgotten is the fact that only since Jerusalem was reunified in 
1967 has full and free access to the holy places been assured to adherents of 
all religions, in marked contrast to the situation that prevailed during the 
Arab occupation, when Jews were not permitted access to the Western Wall or 
indeed to any other Jewish holy site in the Arab occupied portions of the 
city. Did this trigger, at the time, the faintest WCC protest? 


Worse still is the allegation that the Temple Mount events were 'part of a 
deliberate policy to change the status of Jerusalem'. Does the WCC really 
maintain that the entire episode, namely the stone throwing and the crescendo 
of violence that ensued, was staged by the Government of Israel? 


During our last meeting you told me ... that in an effort to be objective in 
its approach to the Middle East conflict the WCC was open to observations or 
comments Israel might wish to make. Obviously we welcome this approach as we 
believe in a dialogue on matters of mutual interest. ... [EPS] 
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